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Papers of Col. c.E.L. Holmes, 1860-1889 

Introduction 

Charles E. Latimer Holmes was the only son out of six 
children of Israel and Ardelia c. Holmes. He was born in 
Waterbury, Connecticut on May 15, 1832. 

During his youth he attended an academy in East Bloom­
field, New York. He had to quit at the age of seventeen to 
work in the Waterbury mills never having the chance to pursue 
a college education. From 1857-1860 he was in the Nebraska 
Territory working as a superintendent of some land owned by 
his father. 

Holmes married twice and had two daughters, one from 
each marriage. In 1860 he married Mary E. Steele. They had 
one daughter, Mary I., born February 5, 1862. Both his wife 
and infant daughter died that same year. His s econd mar riage 
was to Anni e E. Slade i n 1866. They had one daughter Eliza 
Slade who was born on December 28, 1866. · 

From his personal ~ragedy of losing his wife and daughter 
so close together, Holmes became a Connecticut Volunteer for 
the Union Army~in· 1862. He also helped organize the 23 Regi­
ment which Waterbury called the "Union Guard." It was in 
this organization that Holmes made the rank of Colonel. 

Throughout his life Holmes indulged in his desire to 
write. He contributed many bits of satirical or humorous 
prose to various newspapers, some he signed under a pen name. 

Col. C.E.L. Holmes died April 28, 1884 at the age of 
fifty-two. He and his family are buried at Riverside Cemetery, 
in the Holmes family plot, in Waterbury, Connecticut. 
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List of Records 

1. Literary Publications, 1862-1876. 
A. Published Poems with Originals, 1871. 

These are clippings of poems that were 
published in various newspapers and the 
originals. 
Bunker Hill 
Thurrerl3reds 
Decoration Day 
Wanted: A Leader 
Why~ h, the Living Among the Dead? 
Unarranged. ~ folder) 
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B. Original Poems, Signed, 1871-1876. 
These are all original poems that 
were signed 11 C.E.L. Holmes," but 
were not published. Some of them re­
late to the death of his wife and 
daughter. 
The Unattained 
The Eden of the West 
gYq:es1ioteY,"vt.­
Maa~stically Through~ Portals 
Lexington 
Let Us Have Peace 
Again.'.:--
Torn Curtains of Night 
That War Rain Lies 
was'""'rt or'Tni~ 
Farewe1r. 

Unarranged. (1 folder) 

c. Published Speeches, 1867-71, 1873, 1876. 
These are speeches that Holmes wrote and 
possibly gave at the various reunions of 
the 23 Regiment of the Connecticut Volun­
teers for Waterbury. 

Arranged chronologically. (1 folder) 

D. Unsigned Literary Publications, 1873. 
These are articles written by Holmes 
under various pen names with their 
original copies. 
A.N. Meg (A. Nut Meg) 
Semloh 
A. Grath 

Unarranged. (1 folder) 

E. Miscellaneous, 1864, 1870, 1879, 1889. 
These are various newspapers and unsignedd 
poems that Holmes seemed to have collecte 
out of a personal interest. 

2 

The Old Flag, 1864. , 
R.I.P. Impeachment ,;: 1 ,,,7~ J 
The Valley Index, 1870~ ~ec~ 4: &~po<]-' Ti-t:t"'-'~r~ '/?, 
Waterbury Daily American, 1878~ J"""'---"'cv-;4 1,r.E1 C~L- aJet.USp~ 
The American-Waterbury, 18899}..Ncve~::2.s-'~ Co(k!,~ /il..t.2t:J(~ 

Arranged chronologically. ( 1 f OJ.der) · µ f( d ' 
Total: 4½ inches. 

2. Legal Documents, 1864,1877, 1881-1883. 
This folder includes Holmes' business 
cards and various patents. 
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Holmes & Wessell Metal Co. 
Patents: -
Drying Sheet Iron Machine, 1869. 
Sewing Machine, 1882. 
Stove Platform, 1877. 

Arranged chronologically. (1 folder) 
Total:½ inch. 

3. Military Documents, 1862, 1870. 
These papers relate to c.E.L. Holmes 
as a member of the 23 Regiment in 
Waterbury. 
Unarranged. ( 1 folder) 
Total:½ inch. 

4. Obituary Notice, 1884. 
Newspaper clippings concerning the death of 
Col. c.E.L. Holmes. 
Unarranged. (1 folder) 

Total:½ inch. 

5. Israel Holmes, 1870-1874. 
Contributions to various newspapers by the 
father of C.E.L. Holmes, and his obituary 
notice. There is also a speech and poem 
written by I. Holmes for Riverside Cemetery. 
Unarranged. (1 folder) 

Total:½ inch. 

6. Manuscripts, 1870-1871. 
Signed manuscripts written by c.E.L. Holmes, 
but they are incomplete. 
~ Black Prophet, 1870. (This is also 
book~bound). 
Week of Fire, 1871. 

Unarranged:-T2 folders) 

Total: 3 inches. 

7. Printed Material, 1862, 1865. 
Two books given to Holmes and signed by the 
authors. 

Reminiscences, Lt. George Quien. 
Macoy's Masonic Manuel, 1865. 

Unarranged. 

Total: 3 inches. 
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Military Papers etc 9 
Commis s ion as Col.23rd Conn. Volunteers, 1862 
Discharge Pap0rs 

Co. H 2nd Regiment Cor-. .r • M1li tia, 
Record book of Co •• State Guard, a Wate rbury Com _:A:tny 
"Reminiscences" by Lieut. George Qu1ian, 23 r .i Conn. Vol. 
Pages from an old family notebook with contemporary· 

notices fo the 23rd Regt. in action, 1863 

Addresses by Col. Holmes at reunions of 23rd Regt. 
No~ices of reunions of the 23rd. 

Manuscripts and copies of Poems and other writings 
"Black Prophet"--most widely read of his poems 

"Why aeek ye the living among the dead? 11 --read at the 
memorial exercis0s at Arlin3~on National Cemetary. 18l 

"Wanted a Leader", GRAN'lJ. puem r ea-~~ :-,n di fferent occassions 
"You haven't put any on my P0pr:. ' s r;ravR , written to be r ead 

e:"t;-d~.,.+--.:.r~"'n-ef-o...,~-.., ~,..'l'".,.L-r -:, - - ~r-ti,-nne~l"l.ia,-6 On.l"l.-.3:8'TI 
at G..A.R. Memorial exe.ccises, ~ . • Y. Academy of MuGic 18 

"Reverently we furl our banners", \1rit t 1:: n to be ren.d a t 
dedicat j on of Soldiers' monument, Ans onia, Conn. 1876 

11 Lexine;ton", "Bunker Hill", "Week of Fire" (re Chicago F~ re), 
R.I.P,. reg . impeachment of t!1a Preoident 

Other poems, patriotic, political, pe.csorw.l 
Many prose bits commenting on quest~ons of the day, s~~e 

publish~d in Bridgeport Dail y Graphi~ • 

Misc. business papers and letter head etc.--a few having t0 ~ 
with some of his inventions. 

Memorabilia for Museum 
Sword carried at the front, and bits of uniform, sue . 

as sash and button, shou~ t3 tra: 
Harness for blanket roll? 
Case for carrying maJ)S 
Other miscellaneous bits 

All in "Mess Chest." actually U.3ed at fror;,. 
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