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Carlos Bates was born March 23, 1808 into the family of 
Erastus Bates of East Granby. He was the sixth son out of 
ten children. His education consisted of attending a pri­
vate school in Granby and Westfield Academy in Massachusetts. 
Aside from farming the family land, 'Bate•s Turkey Hill,' he 
had a number of other occupations. As a young man he taught 
school and owned a general store in Poquonok, Connecticut 
which lasted two years. He also managed to travel to Virginia 
by peddling goods along the way. In 1839 he was employed by 
the firm of Erastus Case of Canton, Connecticut, a clock man­
ufacturer. Bates acted as his account collector. Despite 
these many jobs the 1850 Census for Granby, Connecticut lists 
his occupation as 'farmer." 

Carlos Bates was m;µTied twice. His first marriage 
occurred on January 4, 1860 to Maria B. Cooley, he was fifty­
two years old. She died in Medina, Ohio on March 27, 1860. 
His second marriage was on December 12, 1861 to the Widow 
Hannah Spencer Stowell. They had two sons of which one sur­
vived, Albert Carlos. His second wife died January 7, 1907 
and Carlos died on December 20, 1878 at the age of 70 in East 
Granby, Connecticut. 

The oldest brother of the Bates Family also figures prom­
inently in this collection. Anson Bates was born May 14, 1799. 
As the eldest he was given special advantages to education. He 
attended a private school in Hartford as well as the Tapping 
Reeve Law School in Litchfield, Connecticut. While his brother 
Carlos traveled in the south Anson looked after the farm and '· 
the East Granby business affairs. 

In 1839 he married Louisa c. Fernihough Garnett of Rich­
mond, Virginia. Although the 1840 and 1850 Census for Granby, 
Connecticut have him listed under •agriculture," he also had 
a law practise in Hartford, as well as dealing in tobacco. 
Anson Bates died September 19, 1869 in East Granby at the age 
of seventy. 

Total Footage: 7½ feet. 
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List of Records 

Correspondence, 1820-1878. 
A. Business, 1843-1875. 

These are business letters addressed 
to all of the :Bates brothers concern­
ing farming business. 

Unarranged. (8 folders) 
B. Private Business, 1843-1878. 

These are letters concerning Carlos 
Bates only with the following: 
Case and Willard, 1843-1858. 
Lucien D. Wilson, 1856-1875. 
Unionville Mfg. Enterprise, 1859-1878. 

Arranged chronologically. (12 folders) 
c. Personal, 1820-1840. 

These are letters from the Bates 
children regarding work at school 
and finances. 
Arranged chronologically. (5 foldersl 

D. Miscellaneous, 1855-1878. 
Most of this material is unsigned and not 
dated, eg. two valentine cards. 

Arranged chronologically. (3 folders) 

Total: 18 inches. 

Financial Documents, 1792-1878. 
A. Retail Store Bills/Receipts. 

Records of the Bates family buying 
and selling of property, household 
goods, etc. 

Unarranged. (8 folders) 
B Promissory Notes, 1792-1877. 
Arranged chronologically. (4 folders) 
c. Receipts, 1801-1877. 
Arranged chronologically. (3 folders) 
D. Bills, 1808 -1878. 
Arranged chronologically. (6 folders) 
E. Tobacco Records, 1846-1862. 

These are Carlos Bates• records of 
purchasing out of state tobacco 
fields. 

Arranged chronologically. (1 folder) 
F. Land Deeds, 1839-1876. 

These are records incorporating East 
Granby as a new town in 1858. : There are 
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also land deeds which include the cost 
of the land. 
Shepard - Cushman, 1859. 
Perpe - Bates, 1859. 
Bruce - Bates, 1859. 
A. Bates - c. Bates, 1839. 
Griswold - Bates, 1853. 
Hayden - Bates, 1862. 
Dyers - Bates, 1868. 
Bidwell - Bates, 1848. 
Bidwell ·- Bates, 1853. 
J. Bidwell - ~. Bidwell, 1848. 
L. Bidwell - Bates, 1853. 
A. Bates - c. Bates, 1866. 
c. Bates - Wm. Bates, 1876. 
Wm. Bates - c. Bates, 1876. 

Arranged chronologically. (1 folder) 
G. Inventories, 1826-1835. 

Records of costs of household effects, 
farm tools, livestock, etc. 

Unarranged. (1 folder) 
H. Cash and Memoranda Books, 1820 1840. 

Records of money that is paid and re­
cords of the items Carlos Bates sells 
or peddles in the south and west. 

Arranged chronologically. (2 folders) 
I. Dividend Notices, 1858-1873. 

Records of Carlos Bates• shares in the 
Oswego Starch Factory. 

Arranged chronologically. ( 1 folder) 
J. Division of Granby Records, 1858. 

Records of receipts and pledges to 
divide Granby and make a new town: 
East Granby. 
Arranged chronologically. (1 folder) 

K. Miscellaneous, 1841-1860. 
Records of highway truces with a list 
of those truced and the amount payed or 
owed to the town. 
Unarranged. (1 folder) 

Total: 18 inches. 

Legal Documents, 1820-1878. 
A. c. and A. Bates• Appointments, 1831-1870. 

These are records which appoint the 
brothers as trustees of various 
estates. 
Unarranged. (1 folder) 
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. B. Estate of Albert Bates, 1820-1877. 
Anson Bates' appointment as executor 
brother's estate. Records include 
probates, deeds, receipts and a memo 
book. 

Unarranged. (2 folders) 
c. Justice Executions, 1823-1877. 

Executions made by Anson Bates as 
Justice of the Peace as well as the 
following men: 
T. Chestor 
H. Clarke 
D. Holcombe 
A. Holcombe 
o. Phillips 
W. Thorall 
T. Cushman 
A. Adams 
A. Clark 

A. Case 
C. Hillbyrn 
I. Griswold 
I. Holcombe 
M. Gay 
G. Ellsworth 
L. Pinney 
c. Howard 

Arranged chronologically. (7 folders) 
D. Voting Notices, 1829,1842,1856. 

Records of voting dates and school 
districts in the town of Granby. 

Arranged chronologically. (1 folder) 
E. Miscellaneous, 1832-1874. 

Papers concerning the orders of the 
distribution of Administrators, 
Guardians, and the notice of settle­
ments of various administration 
accounts. 

Arranged chronologically. (4 folders) 

Total: 12 inches. 

Bound Financial Books, 1833-1878. 
These are bound books belonging to both 
Anson and Carlon Bates. 
A. Cashbook, 1833-1878. 

An account of goods bought and paid 
for by cash, belonging to Anson BAtes. 

of his 

B. Charter Oak Checking Account, 1853-1878. 
A record or pass book of money going 
out belonging to Carlos Bates. 

c. Day Book, 1834-1835. 
List of sales Carlos Bates made in 
Poquonok and Granby, Connecticut. 
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D. Inventory Book, 1834-1835. 
List of personal possessions 9 house­
hold items and their worth. 

E. Bill of Sales, 1833-1834. 
Records of items bought and sold, their 
cost, and the name of the customer. 

Un~ranged. 

Total: 9 inches. 

School Affairs, 1820-1840. 
Ao School Finances. 

These are financial records of the 
Bates brothers room, borad, books, 
and extra spending money at school. 

Unarranged. (6 folders) 
B. Miscellaneous, 1824-1841. 

These include the following: 
Blacklists 
Philosophy on Life & Death 
Wine Recipes 
Almanac 
Notes on Domestic cooking 

Unarranged. (1 folder) 

Total: 3 inches. 
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