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The Sate Librarian’s Column

Kendall F. Wiggin

Connecticut State Librarian

SBC hasan advertisement running right now that
asksthe question “Arewethereyet?” Having
spent agood dedl of timethispast month research-
ing the history of the State Library and Library
Development in particular, | find mysalf asking—
will weever get there? Of coursethisbegsthe
question, whereisthere.

To methethere goesback to the very beginning

of the public library movement and was best ar-

ticulated by Target’ 76. “ Total Library Servicefor All the People of Con-
necticut.” The path to that goal has at times been inspired, rocky, and
unsure. Progress has been measured. Therecord showsthat some of the
same problemsand constraints show up decade after decade. Yet, many
peoplein Connecticut have spent countless hoursworking towards better
library servicefor al. Over thecourseof thelast century many innovative
projects have been implemented. Some have matured into ongoing ser-
vices. Today many of these servicesneed increased financial support if
they areto reach their full potential. It seemsthat funding hasnever been
aufficient, yet, however limited, sateand federa fundshave madeasgnifi-
cantimpact onlibrary development in Connecticut. Theneed and compe-
titionfor library dollarsat dl levelshasgrown keen. Inthepast hedth care,
social service and retirement costswere hardly mentioned. Today their
cogsare soaring consuming ever more public dollarsresulting in new com-
petitionfor library dollars. Library use continuesto grow putting more
pressure on staffing and resources. Demand for information resources
continuesto grow putting pressure on library material budgets. Exciting
new technol ogies make reaching more peoplepossible, but at acost. The
diversity and demographicsof library usersischanging likenever beforein
Connecticut. Arewethereyet?No. Butasl tell my kids—half thefunis
getting there, especially when you know whereyou aregoing. It hasbeen
10 yearssincethelast Governor’s Commission on Libraries was con-
vened. Thetimeisfast gpproaching for usto againlook at how, inthistime
of great socia and economic change, we asastate can attain total library
servicefor al the peopleof Connecticut.




What A Free Library Does
For
A Country Town

Connecticut Public Library Document No. 1. 1894.

1.

It keepsboysat homeinthe evening by giving themwell-written storiesof adventure.

2. It givesteachersand pupilsinteresting booksto aid their school work in history and geography, and
makes better citizensof them by enlarging their knowledge of their country and itsgrowth.

3. It providesbooks on the care of children and animals, cookery and housekeeping, building and
gardening, and teachesyoung readers how to make smpledynamos, telephonesand other machines.

4, It helpsclubsthat are studying history, literatureor lifein other couriersand throwslight upon Sunday-
school lessons.

5. It furnishesbooks of selectionsfor reading al oud, suggestionsfor entertainments and home amusements,
and hintson correct speech and good manners.

6. It teachesthe names and habits of the plants, birdsand insects of the neighborhood, and the differences

insoil and rocks.

It tellsthe story of thetown formits settlement and keepsarecord of all important eventsinitshistory.

It offers pleasant and wholesome storiesto readersof al ages.
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Message In The Wall
Bonnie Linck, Reference Librarian, History & Genealogy Unit

Front Row: Dave Corrigan, Thomas DiCorleto, Damian
Gallo. Back Row: Mark Jones, Kendall Wiggin

Damian Galoof theState Library’sFacilitiesUnit reached
through the small hole in the brick wall. His fingers,
searching for an electrical conduit in the space between
walls, touched something, but it wasn't the conduit. Instead
Gallo, against al odds, wrapped hishand around apiece
of Higtory.

May 14, 1910 was a Saturday, fair, and at 62 degrees,
justright for laying masonry inthe growing state-of -theart
structurethat wasto bethe Connecticut State Library and
the State Supreme Court. Working on Saturday wasthe
rulethen—theforty-hour work-week wastill decadesin
thefuture. Many of theworkerswererecently- arrived
Italianimmigrants, hired by subcontractors.

Onthat day oneworker in particular was perhgpsthinking
of theeventsof theweek ashelaid bricks. Haley’scomet
would pass over Hartford in two days and the King of
England had just died. Haley’sComet gppearsonceevery
seventy-fiveyears. Hewould not bealivewhenit came
again. Hiswifeand young children would begrown old
and gone, too. And herehewas, apoor Itdian boy working
onthismagnificent building, earning aliving, making his
own contributiontothisgreat land. Thefuturewasbright

with opportunities. Even he had aplacein history, and
maybe hewanted torecord it in hisownway.

The chance came perhaps on alunch break or when the
crewswere getting ready to go homefor theday. It was
certainly spur-of-themoment, for the paper used wasfrom
thewrapping for anew tool or part, the manufacturer’s
label mostly torn off. It was good plain brown paper,
dightly waxy on oneside, making it even better for the
purpose. Ontheregular side, an educated, sophisticated
hand not yet familiar withtheintricaciesof Englishspdlling
wrote:

Hartford 14 May 1910tisDate
Wuos Ruto from De Corleto
Francesco Di Nicolo Lebor
nato+Domicillatoin

Corleto PerticaraProvinciaDi
Basilicato maried in Hartford
27 May 1905Wurickedintis
Buildingfor 18 Mons. Et

The presente Rotetisline

your truly F D Corleto

Andfor thefina flourish, that practiced hand put itsrubric,
that artisticblending of first and last initias, at the bottom,
animpressivetouch.

What the mind behind thisnote, the mind with asense of
history, wanted to say was, intraditional English:

Hartford 14 May 1910 thisdate
[thiswalllwas mortared by DeCorleto
Francesco [of] Di Nicolo Labor
born[and] residedin

Corleto PerticaraProvince of
Basilicato married in Hartford

27 May 1905 Worked inthis
Buildingfor 18 MonthsAt

The present wrotethisline

Yourstruly, F D Corleto continued
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When Gallo’s hand reached through the wall some 80
yearslater inthemid-1990's, thefirst thing it grasped was
thispaper, folded into along, dim pieceabout 1 inchwide
and 10 incheslong. Gallo’simmediate reaction was:
" Paper? There snot supposed to be any paper intherel”
But thereit was, amessage from the past.

Damian passed the paper on to Dave Corrigan, of the
Museum of Connecticut History, who did someresearch
onit beforepassing it onto Mark Jones, State Archivist,
for inclusioninthe State Archives. With 2004 being the
150" anniversary of the State Library, Jonesremembered
this odd piece of paper, and shared its story with CSL
staff. Would anyone like to try to decipher the old
handwriting? Someonedid, and the story of oneman’s
American dream unfolded.

Old recordsshow that the Italian workerswere essential
tothebuilding of the State Library/State Supreme Court,
from digging the foundation to laying the brickwork.
However, independent contractors hired themen, and no
names of individualswere known until thisfind of the
message of thewall. Thispiece of brown paper about the
size of a sheet of typing paper, with its few pieces of
information, namesoneof thosemenand givesusaglimpse
intothelifeof anltadianimmigrant |aborer.

Usingthecluesinthemessage, wewereabletofind out a
lot about Francesco DeCorleto (later DiCorleto). With
CSL resources, and with help from Vital Statistics, the
story of animmigrant dream cometrue emerged.

Themarriagedate wasthe starting point. A cal toAngela
Kasek at the Department of Vital Statisticsconfirmed that
onMay 27, 1905, aFrancesco De Corleto married Rosina
ScavulloinHartford. Thiscrucial pieceof information
confirmed theidentity of the note-writer.

Next, agazetteer explained that Basilicato, one of the
poorest provinces of southern Italy, located inthearch
betweenthe“hed” of Italy and thetoe of the*boot”, was
known for its earthquakes, mudslides, and heavy
emigration. So DeCorleto was one of many that left
southernltaly, following thehopeof abetter lifeinAmerica

Inthe note, DeCorleto himsalf refersto his 18 months of
working onthebuilding, soitisprobablethat he started
out as one of a group of laborersin December, 1908.
Then, inthe 1911 Hartford City Directory, Francesco
DeCorletoisshown asliving on Front Street and working
as a “helper” at the State Library. As city directory
information was gathered the year beforethe directory
was published, thisplaceshiminHartfordin 1910. It also
indicatesthat he had moved beyond the status of agroup
laborer and wasmost likely amaintenanceworker at the
SateLibrary.

What happened to Francesco next?His progressmay be
traced somewhat through the yearly editions of the
Hartford City Directory, but isbest summarized by the
1920 federal census for Connecticut where Frank
DiCorleto, ashewasthen known, islisted asa* builder”
living on Woodland Street in Hartford. By then heand
Rosinahad afamily of three daughtersand two sons. The
1930 census shows another daughter born, and Frank’s
occupation again as“ builder”, but with the added note of
“Home Construction”. Hisfamily wasunderway, and he
had established himself in Hartford.

With the names of the children from the 1920 and 1930
censuses, the next step wasthe Connecticut Death Index
1949-2002 onlineat Ancestry.com. All of the children had
died by 2002 inthe Hartford area. Online obituaries of
the Hartford Courant (1992-present) reveal ed that the
children had gained professiona skillssuch asrealtor and
seamdiress. A daughter, Helen, graduated from collegeand
became aDirector of Education inthe Hartford Public
Schools. A son, Dominic, especially stood out as he
graduated from college, served inWorld War 11, became
an attorney and then served as Clerk of Courtsfor the
Hartford Superior Court. Dominic diedin 2002, and his
obituary mentioned his sons, one of whom is Thomas
DiCorleto of New Hartford, Connecticuit.
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Thomas DiCorleto responded graciously to our call. We
learned that hewas only 9 when hisgrandfather Frank
diedin 1959, and that Frank wassick withAlzheimer’s
by then. To hisregret, Thomas did not get to know his
grandfather very well. Frank’swife Rosinapassed away
in1971.Whilethereare no family storiesabout Grandpa
helping to build the State Library, Thomas, a history
enthusiast and Director of Specia Servicesfor Granby

Public Schools, wasddighted to |earn about the message.

Hetold usthat Frank made threetripsto America, the
first in 1891 when hewastwelveyearsold. ( Frank’s
work onthe State Library/State Supreme Court building
wasafter histhird andfina triptothe United States.)

Thomasrelated that one of Frank’searly projectswasto
buy an old farmhouse at 419 Woodland Street in Hartford,
“Peopledon’t redlizehow rurd partsof Hartford till were
then”, Thomasadds. Frank demolished thefarmhouse,

built apartmentson theland, and earned incomefromthe
rentals. Thisconfirmsthe picturethat the Hartford city
directoriesand thefederal censusesgiveof Frank asa
rising busnessman.

After starting from the bottom, Frank DiCorleto’scareer
as a successful builder went on to span almost three
decades. In addition to constructing apartments on
Woodland Street, healso built homes. Heleft alegacy of
hard work, solid structures, and abetter lifefor hisfamily.
Someof hisbuildingsstill stand, and the contributions of
his descendants have made Connecticut and the United
Statesbetter placestolive. Hiswasthe American dream
cometrue.

A piece of brown paper, apencil, and a space between
twowalls... Not themessageintheproverbid bottle, but
unexpectedly inthe heart of thebuilding, sailing through
time

Frank deCorleto, we hear you.

= -] '-r";. ‘t_‘-'

Workers digging the building foundation. Perhaps one of these workers is Francesco deCorleto.

Soecial thanks to Damian Gallo, Maintenance Services, to Dave Corrigan, Museum of Connecticut History, to Mark Jones, Sate Archivist, and to

Angela Kasek, Department of Vital Satistics
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AT THE CAPITOL

Mrs. J. W. Booth Gives a Beautiful Rubber Plant to State Library
Adjusting Electric Lights in Building

“Mrs. Booth, widow of thelateDr.
J. Webb Booth, of thiscity, hasgiven
tothestatelibrary avery handsome
rubber plant. George S. Godard, the
librarian haswrittenaletter of grateful
acknowledgment to the donor.
Superintendent Spragueof the capitol
hashad alargebox filled with fresh
loam prepared for the plant, and it
may now be seen in the east end of
the library, its healthy foliage and
Spreading branchesindicating that the
atmospheric conditionsof thelibrary
agree with it. Some time ago the
library received two rare plantsfrom
the estate of the late Francis B.
Cooley. OnewasanAusdtrdianfern,
and its towering trunk and far-
reaching branches attracted the
attention of every onewhovigtedthe
library. Notwithstanding itsapparent
vigor and rugged strength it was
compardivey spesking, anextremdy
delicate plant. Its branches were
unusudly brittleand would crack if a
person in passing rubbed against
them. Theplant would show signsof

its sensitiveness and objection to
contact with any object that
exceeded its own power of
resistance by withering and
shrivelingup. But, strangeto say, it
had extraordinary recuperative
powers and a few days after the
withered branches were removed
others would grow. Finally,
however, the plant was denuded of
its beautiful foliage and nothing
remained but the bare trunk. The
rubber plant which Mrs. Booth has
giventhelibrary hastakentheplace
vacated by the death of the exotic
fromtheAustralian bush.

Superintendent Spragueisputtinginto
affect aplan whereby he expectsto
increasethelightintheinterior of the
building fromthedectriclampswhile
at the same time reducing their
number. The stairway leading from
thethird floor to thefirst have been
unsatisfactorily lighted. Theeectric
lamps, fiveor six a alanding, gave
amplelight, but owingtother podtion

and to the number of turns and
cornerson the stairwaystherewere
shadows thrown which made the
descent of thestairsby feeble persons
or by those whose eyesight wasin
anyway defective, positively
dangerous. On cloudy days the
difficulty wasincreased. Withinthe
past week or so four or fivevisitors
tothecagpitol havesumbledinpicking
their way down the steps.
Superintendent Sprague is
experimenting by having acluster of
threeor four electriclightsplacedin
the center of the ceiling over the
landing. Over each cluster therewill
beareflector and it ishishope that
these clusters of lamps will afford
aufficientlight and thet by their pogition
therewill benofurther shadowsfrom
projecting objects. Superintendent
Sprague is also having the electric
clustersinthedifferent departments
lowered fromthecellingstoaposition
closer to the desksand tablesthereby
givingmorelighttotheclerks.”
Hartford Times, November. 14, 1905

ol
The Rubber Plant in the reading room
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Field of Dreams

The Story of Information Services at CSL
Hilary Frye, Reference Specialist, Law & Legidative Reference Unit

If you buildit they will come.... that
isthe story of afamous movie about
baseball, oneof our favoritenational
pastimes. It's also the story of
Information ServicesDivision (ISD)
at Connecticut State Library. Instead
of a baseball diamond, we built a
matchless collection which haslured
not ghogts, but live peoplefromevery
sector of our society. And now, asthe
21¢ century opens, weare starting to
“broadcast” the game by providing
Internet access to our peerless
collection!

For thefirst century or so, thebusiness
of 1SD was acquiring, organizing,
indexing and cataloging . Wehadthe
samemodest beginning aspracticaly
al of the original colonies state
libraries. The foundation was a
miscellaneous collection of books
which gradually accumulatedinthe
offices of state officials. These
volumes consisted principally of
collections of their own laws and
legislative proceedings, books
purchased to meet temporary officia
necessities, or which had been
presented by thesister states, foreign
governmentsor individuals. In 1856
the number of volumes in the
Connecticut State Library nearly
doubled when substantial manuscript
collectionsweretransferred fromthe
Officeof the Secretary of the State.
Noted juristsalso donated collections
of rareand valuablelaw books, many
dating back to colonia times.

By 1903 the State Librarian
somewhat plaintively noted that it was

beginning to require more time to
serve the public. As the collection
grew, it began to appeal to awider
audience than just the government
officials in Hartford. The 4,957
readerscamenot only fromHartford
and the departments in the State
Capitol, but also from more distant
townsof the State and neighboring
states. By cataloging the collection,
CSL becameknown astheonly place
in Connecticut to providevariouslines
of information.

In 1907 the Legidative Reference
Department was established by
special appropriation and added to
the Information Services Division.
| SD wasnow providing content, not
just accessto content. A staff of three
was hired to provide research
servicestotheLegidature, including
topical reports prepared from
documents, treatises and proposed
legidationhbill filesfrom 25 gates The
new department acquired, organized,
indexed, and catal ogued thesefiles.
It also maintained and indexed the
typewritten copiesof stenographers
notesfrom hearingsheld beforethe
several committees. Thus, the new
department could also provide
services to the Judicial Branch,
membersof other futureAssemblies
and other interested partiesasto what
wastheintention and purposeof each
bill asadvocated at these hearings.

Anunforeseen and explosivegrowth
of CSL collectionsfollowed. In1911
the State Library movedtoitscurrent
space at 231 Capitol Avenue,

Hartford, which had adequate room
for current collectionsand room for
expansion. Normally astatelibrary
doublesinsizeintwenty years, butin
Connecticut something different
happened. In 1909 legislation was
passed which directed state, town or
county officialsto deposit their non-
current records at the State Library.
1921 began anew erain accessibility
of Connecticut public records and
archives when a law was passed
authorizing the permanent deposit of
badly worn volumes of land records
and probate records. Information
Servicesnow employed 7 catalogers
who toiled to make the mushrooming
collectionaccessble.

Inthefirst half of the 20" century CSL
hired additional 1SD staff to interact
with the public. It acquired several
vauablecollectionssuch astheWells
Collection, theHale Callection, The
Connecticut War Department
Records, and Connecticut Church
Records. Questions were received
from all around the world and there
was a large increase in the number
library serviceusers.

In 1953 the Library wasreceiving so
many letters requesting extensive
research, especidly for family linesand
military service, that the departments
were unableto meet thedemand. A
policy of referring these letters to
professional genealogists was
adopted. Just threeyearsearlier, the
Library had received the Mormon
microfilmsof the® Land Recordsof the
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State and the Probate Records of the
Probate Districtsto 1850, including
2,018redsof film. The popularity of
these records, combined with the
other excdlent collections, increased
the number of research requests.

By the 1960's1SD staff had grown
to 65; attendance was up by 25%
and we extended the hoursof library
service. Two thingshappened inthat
decade which caused even more
growth: for thefirg timeinthehistory
of the State L ibrary apublicationwas
issued which informed the public of
new acquisitions, and webecamethe
first library in the nation to be
designated a Regional Federal
Depository. This designation
required usto permanently retain all
U.S. publications available to
depository librariesand wewerenow
advertisng our new acquisitions. We
told the public about our 66,000 new
itemsand useof thecollectionjumped
up 34% inthenext year.

Intheyearsbetween 1965 and 1976,
Information ServicesDivisonbecame
a“go-to” sourcefor theentire State.
During that time period CSL was
giventwo other statefunctionsto run.
In 1965, CSL becamethefocd point
for state-widelibrary activitieswhen
the Legidature combined thelibrary
extens on servicesof the Department
of Educationwiththe State Library.
Thiscreated the Divison of Library
Development (DLD). Theassumption
of adifferent leadership role by the
State Library through DLD aso
spread to the ISD, asit cameto be
viewed asaleading sourceof answvers
to difficult reference questions.
Because of the strength of the

collections, it was possiblefor ISD
to use those resources to answer
questions which had stymied
librarians from other libraries. In
1976, the 16 County Bar Libraries
weregivento CSL andthenew Law
Library Department was created
withinlSD. Inrecognition of thisnew
role, we began astatewidetoll-free
telephone reference known as
Library Line. We also reached out
to another segment of the population
in 1968 by adding anew department:
Service to Blind and Physically
Handicapped Readers. The new
department served 2,624 readersin
thenext year.

IN1974,1SD participatedinanation-
wide, computerized cataloging
project and resource database,
OCLC. Withthistool, CSL changed
to an on-line catalog, offering our
holdingsto evenmorevistors.

| SD referencelibrarianswereamong
thefirstinthenationtobetrainedin
theuseof new dectronic subscription
databases such as the New York
TimeslInfo Bank, Westlaw, Lexisand
Dialog. Thus CSL was poised to
becomealeader intheinformation
explosion known asthelnternet.

|SD hasbeen at theforefront of the
wave of proliferating electronic
subscription databases and
sophisticated search engines, andis
now supportingtheprovisonof digitd
content through initiativesinmetadata
and digital collections. We early
assumed a leadership role in the
OCLC Cooperative Online
Resource Catalog to share the
identification and description of high

research value websites, and then
beganthe Connecticut Digita Archive
to catalog state documents which
only appear onthelnternet. TheLaw
Department participated inaVirtual
Reference pilot sponsored by the
New England Law Library
Consortium. CSL was the first to
mount the Connecticut statutesonthe
Internet. In cooperation with the
Connecticut State University andthe
Universty of Connecticut, wecrested
and managed the first State of
Connecticut website, and remain
activeinthedesign of the new state
web portal. CSL’'swebsitecontains
over 3,000 substantive content
pages, attracts 750,000 visitors
annually, and is linked to by over
29,000 other websites.

In the 21st century Information
SarvicesDivison continuestoevolve
as we seek new applications for
enhancing, preserving and delivering
our ‘ Field of Dreams’ collection.

Connecticut State Library circa 1910
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1934 Connecticut Aerial Survey: A First, Twice

Patrick McGlamery, Map Librarian at University of Connecticut and Jane F. Cullinane, Preservation Librarian

Connecticut was the first state to have a
statewide aerial survey done. In 2004,
Connecticut’'sispossibly thefirst, statewide
historical aeria photograph survey availableon
the WorldwideWeb. In 1934 “Twomenina
cabin plane circled aroundin acloudless sky.
They flew, at 100 milesan hour, up the stete.
Every 25 seconds the photographer took a
pictureof threeand onequarter miles.”!

The survey produced 10,484 photographsthat
showed the shape of the shoreline and the
location of houses, roads, indudtria buildingsand
farmsasthey existed seventy yearsago. Since
1935 the photos have been available to
researchersat the State Library.

In 1935, a man is using binoculars to view the completed mosaic.
(RGO56 Connecticut’s tercentenary celebration)

Governor Wilbur Crossrecommended the 1934 aerial survey to the State Planning Board. Dr. Charles G Chakerian,
director of the Board, said “ The Water, Tax, Health, Highway and other departments had wanted onefor years.” In
1935, to makeit easier to use the photograph collection, employees of the Connecticut National Guard and the State
Highway Department pieced the 7 x 9inch photostogether likeajigsaw puzzle.

Theresult, called amosaic, isonevery large picture of theentire state, just five yearsafter astatewide paving project
called “ Get Connecticut Out of theMud” enabled the new-fangled, but popular automobilesto climb the state’shills
and cruiseitsvalleys. Themosaic was photographed and divided into 24 x 29 inch panel sfor ease of use.

Using funds provided by the Historic Document Preservation Program, the panel swere scanned by DataVault of
Safford, CT. Ben Smith, aMaster Degree student at the University of Connecticut, did the geo-referencing. Thisisa
pai nstaking processto determinethe map coordinates of three or four points on the scanned image and assign them to
theonlinemap of the state.

Exploreatimewhen most homeshad asmadl orchard and therewere still more horsesthan automobilesand substantialy
fewer trees! The 1934 Higtorical Aeria Survey of Connecticut isavailableat mapserver.lib.uconn.edu/magic/index.htm.

Uselnternet Explorer. Thisbringsyou to the site of the University of Connecticut Map and Geographic Information
Center. Click ontheaeria photograph, then click onthe 1934 aeria photograph. Go to the bottom of the screen and
use <Go To> to zoom to aspecific town or use the <hand> or <magnifier> button to navigate. The <hand> movesthe
imagefrom left to right. Drag the<magnifier> to theleft to enlargetheview and to theright to shrink it.

LAll quotationsarefrom: “ Connecticut first stateto haveits picturetaken fromair, best map ever madeisclever blend
of 10,500 photographs’ Hartford Daily Courant March 31, 1935, p. D3
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The Connecticut Genealogical I1ndexes
Richard C. Roberts, Unit Head, History and Geneal ogy

Sate Librarian George Godard and Mr. Hale

Inhis1917-1918 Annua Report, State
Librarian George Godard outlined a
new policy concerning genealogical
research: “wehave madeit the policy
of the Connecticut State Library not
to undertake special genealogical
research....” but, he added, it would
be “a pleasure” to answer gquestions
“from the minute indexes upon which
we have been working on for severa
years...”

Soon after moving to its present
buildingin 1910, the Connecticut State
Library had embarked on anumber of
indexing projects that have served as
the heart of its Connecticut
genealogical resources for the past
seventy plus years. Perhaps the best
known is the Barbour Collection of
Connecticut Vital Records, named for
Lucius Barnes Barbour, State
Examiner of Public Records from
1911-1934, who initiated the project.
An avid amateur genealogist who,
with hisfather LuciusA. Barbour had
collected information from town and
church records on Connecticut’searly
families. By 1907 Barbour had
become involved in the “ Connecticut
Vital Records’ project to transcribe

and publish “the ancient vital records
of the Towns of Connecticut.”

In recognition of hiswork, on July 5,
1911, Barbour was appointed
Connecticut’s Examiner of Public
Records. Realizing what the State
Librarian’s Annual Report for 1920-
1922 termed “the necessity for
preserving ... [vital] records and
making their contents easily and
quickly accessible,’” Barbour and his
father personally “devoted many
yearsand no small amount of money,
in copying or having copied in their
original formand spellingspractically
all of the Vital Records of
Connecticut, prior to 1850.” James
N. Arnold, who had published the
Rhode Island vital records, did most
of the copying. It took nine yearsto
gather theinformation. The Barbours
presented theresulting volumesto the
State Library, “to be known as the
Barbour Collection of Connecticut
Vital Records.”

After their deposit at the State
Library, the transcripts were
“carefully indexed under the personal
supervision of Mr. Barbour.”

Indexing took 20 years to complete.
Information was typed onto printed
formswhich werethen cut, producing
12 small dlips from each sheet. The
slips for most towns were then
alphabetized and the information was
typed a second time on large sheets
of rag paper, which were bound into a
separate volume for each town. The
dipsfor al townsweretheninterfiled,
forming astatewide, a phabetized dlip
index/abstract of most surviving town
vital records to about 1850. Thus,
there are two parts of the Barbour
Collection: the slip index, and bound
volumesfor individua towns. At the
dedicationin 1932, Mr. Godard noted
that it wasthefirst timein the country
that such a statewide index had been
compiled.

Meanwhile, CSL initiated indexing
projects. Beginning in 1911, probate
files had begun to be deposited in the
State Library, and by 1914 the
Connecticut Probate Assembly had
approved a plan for processing,
arranging, and indexing the files.
“Every estate,” wrote George Godard
in his 1914 annual report, “is to have
an index card bearing the essential
data, which card shall be al phabetically
with smilar cardsfrom other districts,
thus easily, quickly and definitely
locating the papers of any estate at
any time deposited in our library by
any Probate District”.

In the State Librarian’s 1928-1930
Annual Report Mr. Godard wrote, “ It
is hoped also that what has been
accomplished in connection with vital
and probate records may some time
be extended to the church records....”
Due to reduced funding and staffing

in the 1970s, the Church Records
Index project was never completed,

continued
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but it does provide access to
approximately one-quarter of the
records or copies of original records
from over 600 Connecticut churches.

Meanwhile, about 1915, spearheaded
by its secretary, Charles R. Hale,
Hartford Camp No. 50, Sons of
Veterans began aproject to locate and
mark the graves of soldiersof all wars
in Hartford County cemeteries.
Blueprints were made of each
cemetery showing the location of
graves, with name, service, etc. The
original drawings were placed (and
remain) in CSL, with copies going to
theindividua townstofacilitate placing
of flagson Memorial Day.

In 1917 the General Assembly
authorized the State Librarian to locate
and permanently identify “the graves
of al soldiers, sailors and marines ...
who are buried within thelimitsof this
state” and appropriated ten thousand
dollars to do this. By 1930, 1,734
cemeteries had been located and
soldiers' graveslocated and listed for
82 towns. A Veterans Graves card
index wasin progress, then consisting
of “more than 100,000 cards’ that
indexed information from Charles
Hale's cemetery records, newspaper
clippings of soldiers' deaths, GA.R.
records, records of the Adjutant
Generd, andinformation from patriotic
groups. Later, the General Statutes
of Connecticut required heads of
cemeteries and registrars of vital
statisticsto send copiesof theveterans
death certificates and the location of
their graves to the State Librarian.
Maintenance of the Veterans' Death
Index was discontinued in 1982.

What is today known as the “Hale
Collection” began as an outgrowth of
the Veterans' Graves project. In a
W.PA. project directed by CharlesR.
Hale information was recorded from
headstone inscriptions in 2,269
Connecticut cemeteries. In arelated

project marriage and death notices
were abstracted from 90 of the earliest
Connecticut newspapers. The
Marriages Notices Index gives both
the brides’ and grooms' names and
wives' maiden names in one
alphabetical dip index. Thedlip may
also show the date of marriage, the
name of the newspaper from which
the information was abstracted, issue
date, and a page humber are located
at the bottom of each dip. The Deaths
Notices slips show the individual’s
name and date of death, the name of
the newspaper from which the
information was abstracted, the issue
date, and a page humber are located
at the bottom of each dlip.

There is also a Bible and Family
Records Index, initiated under the
direction of Lucius B. Barbour and
continued under the supervision of his
successor, Harold S. Burt. Inaddition,
indexes were prepared for the
Connecticut Archives (the papers of
the General Assembly to 1820), the
papers of Governor Jonathan Trumbull,
the federal censuses for Connecticut,
1790-1850, and the Connecticut
Courant, 1764-1800. Mr. Godard
noted in his1920-1922 Annual Report,
“By meansof these minuteindexesthe
records are saved from unnecessary
handling, much time of state and town
officialsand otherswho have occasion
to consult , same, is saved.”

“one feels reasonably assured that
whatever is to be found in these
records pertaining to the question in
hand, ismade accessible through these
specia indexes.”

Today, thousands visit the State
Library’sHistory and Geneal ogy Unit
every year in search of information on
their ancestors, and the Unit receives
hundreds of information requests by
mail, fax, and e-mail every month. As
in 1918, the History and Genealogy
staff cannot undertake extensive
geneal ogical research, but it continues
to providealimited Genedlogica Index
Search Service.

Now, CSL is exploring new ways to
provide the wealth of information
collected and indexed in the 20th
century to 21st century researchers.
Volunteers from the Connecticut
Professional Genealogists Council
have been keyinginformation from the
Connecticut Courant Index into an
Access database that will be added to
the searchable databases on the State
Library Webpage. CSL is planning
to make the information in the
genealogical indexes more accessible
to users through online delivery.
Perhaps within a few years we will
beableto report that it is“apleasure”
to be able to answer questions “from
the el ectronic indexes upon which we
have been working on for several
years...”

Dick Roberts consulting the Church Records
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That All May Read

“Ask Me About
Talking Books”

l I’m Empowered l

“Heard any
good books

“A Library At
Your Door”

“That All

lately?” » — May Read”
“ My Books ‘Reading is
Ta l 3 f or
‘ Everyone”

Carol Taylor, Director, Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped

Thesearejust some of thedogansthat thetalking book program hasused nationally over theyears.

The Connecticut SateLibrary’sLibrary for theBlind and Physically Handicapped (L BPH) believesthat li-
brary servicesshould bearight and aprivilegefor al citizens. By providing aternativeformat booksand magazinesto
meet therecreational, educational and informational needsof person who have difficulty with print media, our special
library aspiresto the philosophy “That All May Read.”

TheLBPH ispart of anetwork of regional and subregional librariesthroughout the country providing talking book
serviceto personswho are unableto read regular printed material dueto avisual or physical disability. The Library of
Congress National Library Servicefor the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NL S) administersthisfree national
library program. The special format booksand magazines and necessary playback equipment provided are supplemen-
tal tothe servicesand programsof thelocal publiclibraries.

Thislibrary providesunique reader services. Eligible patrons compl ete an application that asksthemtoindicateif they
want to select their own books exclusively or would likefor usto assist, asneeded. Each patronisassigned alibrary
reader advisor who assistsin creating areading profileand in book selectionfor him or her. Their interest profilealows
the circulation system to select booksfor them by subject, but it will aways select any specific requestsand reserves
firstif thosemateriasareavailable. Catdogsinlargeprint, Brailleformat, audiotape and online hel p patronsmaketheir
own sdlections. Bi-monthly updatesinform them of the newest materia savailablethrough the program.

Thereader advisorsareresponsiblefor keeping themsel ves up-to-date with the newest titlesavailablefrom NLS. They

continued
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sharetheir opinionsand experiencesrelated to bookswith patrons, aswell as each other. They share patron’scom-
mentsabout particular bookswith other patrons. They usegenrereference materias, listssand webstes. They perform
catal og searchesfor patrons.

Wefed it isimportant to empower patronsto take ownershipintheir library service. Our most effective method of
empower patronsisto provide outreach to support groupsfor the disabled, and to residents of retirement and healthcare
facilities. Thisgivesustheopportunity totell patronshow the serviceworksand to teach them waysto get more of what
they want inreading materials.

Oftentimesapatron calsasking usto “just send mesomenovels’. Inthat Stuationtheir reading profileisvery helpful.
Other timesthey arealittle more specific by requesting “ 6 mysteries.” My favoriteiswhenthey say, “ Oh, honey, you
know what | like.” Thebest Stuationiswhenthepatron callswithalist of titles, authorsor book numbers. Many authors
like John Grisham and Danielle Steele arejust not prolific enough for many of thelibrary users. Studentsand partici-
pantsin book studiesintheir local areaare very specific about thetitlesthey need. Themost frustrating thing isto hear
apatronsay, “ You never haveanything | like.” With over 60,000 titlesavailablein English and many foreignlanguages
and with over 200,000 itemsinventoried in the collection we know there must be something on the shelvesto interest
them. Theinterview processiscritical under thesecircumstances. Sinceitsbeginningin 1968 the Connecticut LBPH
has brought the pleasure and information provided by reading to aspecia group of Connecticut residents, so that
indeed“All may read.”

For moreinformation about thelibrary visit thewebstewww.cdib.ory/Ibahhti T4 or cal (860) 566-2151 or toll freein-
state (800)-842-4516.

Free Library Service
for Blind and Physically Handicapped People

Connecticut State Library
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
198 West Street
Rocky Hill, CT 08067
Telephona: |203] 566-2151 or 1-800-842-4518

Sy | oy fatas
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Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped Historical Facts Sheet

Brad Tenan, Circulation Assistant

1868 Boston Public Library established adepartment for the blind after receiving eight embossed volumes.
1882 PennsylvaniaHome Teaching Society and Free Circulation Library for the Blind wasfounded in Philadel phia
1896 New York becamethefirst stateto create adepartment for theblindin astatelibrary.

1897 John Russdll Young, Librarian of Congress, devel oped the concept of anationd library for theblindwitha
reading room for the blind containing 500 booksand musicitemsin raised type.

1903 Library for the Blind of the New York Public Library becameofficialy established.

1913 Onecopy of each book inraised typefirst depositedin Library of Congress.

1931 Nationa Library Serviceestablished by the Pratt-Smoot bill, authorizing the Librarian of Congressto* serve
?nsallyo%? :gﬁ%ggilggﬁtgﬁgwg Fggltﬁ%inog a(:ljuslltjgh books, under such conditionsand regulationsashe

1933 Establishment of auniform system of Braille, and the devel opment of thetalking book.

1952 Beginning servicefor blind children.

1958 Recordingshbegun utilizing dower speed (16 2/3 rpm), thusrequiring fewer discs per book.

1962 Program authorized by Congressto collect and maintainalibrary of musical scoresand instrumental texts.

1966 Beginning servicefor thevisually or physically disabled.

1968 First production of flexiblediscsasan dternativeformat. Thefirst such book wasWheelsby Arthur
Hailey, in 1972.

1968 Establishment of the Connecticut State Library’sLibrary for the Blind and Physi cally Handi capped.

1969 Cassettetapesand playersfirst distributed throughout theregional library network asasupplement
to the Talking Book Program.

1969 All disctalking booksrecorded at an even slower, more economic speed: at 8 1/3 rpm.

1971 U.S. Newsand World Report wasthefirst national circulation magazineto be produced in quantity on
flexible discs.

1977 First cassettetitlerecordedin4-track, at 15/16ips: Roots, by Alex Haley.
1985 Compuiterization of all book and patron recordsat the Connecticut LBPH.

Heard Any Good Books Lately?
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TheSoryof Library Development in

Connecticut
Kendall F. Wiggin, Sate Librarian

Chapter 1: ThePublicLibrary Committee

Thestory of the Division of Library Development did not
become part of the Connecticut State Library’shistory
until 1965. However, the story of library development in
Connecticut goesback t0 1893. Inthat year the General
Assembly passed alaw alowing for the establishment of
Public Librariesin any Connecticut Town, Borough, or
City. The same law empowered the State Board of
Educationto appoint 5 personsto the Connecticut Public
Library Committee. The membersof the Committeewere
to servewithout pay but were expected to provide* advice
and assistancein regard to the sel ection and purchase of
books, the catal oging of booksand any matterspertaining
to the maintenance or administration of thelibrary.” This
marksthebeginning of consulting servicestolibraries.

Asanincentiveto establishalibrary, the Public Library
Committee was authorized to sel ect and purchase books
for a town in an amount not to exceed the amount
expended by thetown for the establishment of the Library,
but in no case more than $200. Towns a so had to state
that each year they would give “ not lessthan acertain
sum.” This marksthe beginning of state aid to public
librariesand the concept of maintenance of effort that is
still apart of today’spubliclibrary grant programs

Both consulting and stateaid have changed over theyears,
but inthe beginning it was clearly intended to encourage
the establishment of libraries. The Public Library
Committee provided awiderange of materialsto towns
andlibraries. Much of their advicewasissued throughthe
Connecticut Public Library Document. Issue number
1for 1894 wasentitled“What A FreeLibrary DoesFor a
Country Town”. (Seepage 2.) Thisshort document was
intended to be used by anyonein acommunity interested
in getting atown to establish alibrary. The Committee
offered to “goto any town inthe Statewherethereisa
desireto establish” alibrary. Today only four townsdo
not haveapubliclibrary. Theexecutive secretary of the
PublicLibrary Commisson served asaconsultant although
shewasorigindly referredto asa* visitor and inspector”.

Theexecutive secretary wasthe connection between the
publiclibrariesand the state. Many times shewould be
introduced at meetings as the state librarian, which
purportedly distressed the State Library staff.
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Belle Holcomb Johnson,
First paid “ visitor and inspector” of the Connecticut
Library Committee
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ThePublicLibrary Committeeasoasssted publiclibraries
inserving smal school sby depositing collectionsof books
withteachers. Theexecutive secretary prepared, repaired
and repacked boxes of books each summer to be
distributed to schoolsin the Fall. The bookswould then
be returned to Hartford each spring. During the early
1940'sthelibrary community became more active and
encouraged the Board of Education to boost the status of
the Public Library Committee. Therewasacall for more
fundsand morestaff toimprove statewidelibrary services.

INn1944 the Public Library Committee staff wasaugmented
with the addition of a School Library Advisor and a
Regiond Library Advisor. Theregiond library advisor was
located at Griswold High School as was the newly
established Regiona Service Center established by the
State Board of Education. Her rolewasto “work with
publiclibraries, schools, adult groupsand any organizations
which [were] interested in better book service, especidly
along cooperativelines. By 1946 the staff of the Public
Library Committeewasinvolved in astatewide survey of
library service; sandardsfor school libraries; astudy “with
definiterecommendations’ for generd library trainingin
the state; and a statewide program for theimprovement
of reading. In 1947, the Department of Education
assumed thedutiesof the Public Library Committeeand it
became the Bureau of Libraries (later the Bureau of
Library Services) within the Department of Education.

Chapter 2: TheBureau of Library Servicesand The
Department of Education

Thepassage of the Library ServicesAct (LSA) in 1956
usheredinanew erainlibrary development. Connecticut
was one of the earliest states to have its federal plan
accepted. Withaninflux of federal dollars, the Bureau of
Library Services staff wasincreased toinclude, among
others, apubliclibrary consultant and theInterlibrary Loan
Center was started. The Middletown Library Service
Center (October 1, 1955) and the Willimantic Library
Service Center (July 1, 1959) were established as pilot
projects. Miss Helen Ridgeway, head of the state
Department of Education’sBureau of Library Services
plannedto expand the centersinto Litchfidld and Windham
Counties.

Middletown Library Service Center occupied a
former school house built in 1878.

New Computer Lab, Willimantic Service Center,
Circa 2004

During thistimethe Connecticut State Library had very
littleto dowith the Public Library Committeeand public
librariesin general althoughthe State Librarianshad been
active in the Connecticut Library Association and the
Hartford Library Association. In 1956 State Librarian
JamesBrewdter retired and Robert Sdle, aspecid librarian
at Pratt and Whitney, became State Librarian. Mr. Sale
had very different ideasthan his predecessors about the
roleof the State Library inimproving statewidelibrary
service. Hisviews, however, were at oddswith those of
Miss Ridgeway. Oneof Mr. Sale’s proposals wasto
closemany smdl publiclibrariesand havetownsrdy more
onthe State Library. Needlessto say thisupset agreat
many librariesaswell asMissRidgeway. A rift devel oped
between the State Library and the Bureau of Library
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Services. It did not end until legislation was passed to
mergethetwo in 1965. But beforethat cameto pass, the
Connecticut Library Association had grownincreasing
concerned about the structureand therole of librariesin
relation to the State’s rapidly growing economy and
expanding and changing popul ation.

In 1961, members of CLA approached Governor
Dempsey who responded by appointing the Governor’s
Committee on Libraries. Interestingly both the State
Librarian and the Chief of Library Services served as
members of the Committee. Governor Grasso, then
Secretary of the State, served asthe Governor’sliaison.
The Committee’ sreport wasto beamanifetoand sensible
blueprint for total library servicefor Connecticut inthe
yearsahead. Althoughfew specific programswereadirect
result of the report, it established a foundation for
subsequent initiativesand played akey roleinthemodern
eraof library development.

Inaddressing thegovernmental structureissue, thereport
caledfor thedevelopment of anintegrated library system
and the establishment of aState Board of Librariesto be
headed by aCommissoner of Libraries. Afew yearsafter
thereport wasissued legidation wasintroduced to place
the Bureau of Public Librariesunder the State Library,
something the State Librarian favored. However, Miss
Ridgeway and the Department of Educationresisted this
proposal and competing billswasintroducedinthe Generd
Assembly. Intheend theresponsibility for publiclibraries
ended up not inthe Department of Librariesasenvisioned
only afew yearsearlier, but asadivisonwithin the State
Library. School librariesremained theresponsibility of
the Department of Education. Both MissRidgeway and
Mr. Saleleft office before the transition was compl eted.

Chapter 3: TheDivision of Library Development

In 1964 Mr. Walter Brahm arrived from Ohio asthe new
SateLibrarianand hiredthefirst Associate State Librarian
for Library Development. With hisextensve background
inlibrary development, Mr. Brahm began building and
expanding the role of the new Division of Library
Development and increasing thevisibility of thelibrary
consultants. Oneof hisfirst proposal swasfor astatewide
library card, but thisideawasnot well received and nothing
cameof it.

Teletype Operator, circa 1970

In 1971 the activitiesof the State Library included the
Library Service Centers; the Interlibrary Loan Center;
two teletype networks; consulting servicesfor public
librariesin the areaof operational issuesand building
programs; statistical information; state grants;
administration of federa library funds; centralized
cataloging program; bookmobile loan program; the
development of aunionlist of seridsand aunion list of
books; consultant serviceto stateingtitutions; numerous
institutes and workshops; and the adoption of
recommended standardsfor principa publiclibraries.

Evenwiththisarray of services, the Connecticut Library
Association was concerned that therewasno activeand
generally accepted plan for the future devel opment and
improvement of library services within the state. In
September of 1971, a group of nearly 40 concerned
librarians, trustees and lay people met for aweeklong
indtitutefunded by agrant by the State L ibrary Committee.
What devel oped becameknown asthe” Target * 76" Plan.
Many positive outcomes resulted including the
development of Connecticard, Library-line, Connecticar
and the Cooperating Library ServiceUnits.

Chapter 4: The Connecticut Library Association
and other Library groups

Over the next 25 years the Connecticut Library
Asociaionand other library groupsin the state continued
to actively pursueimprovementsinlibrary servicesand
library funding amidst a rapidly changing library
landscape. Computer technol ogieswere beginning to
both opportunitiesand threatsfor librariesof al types.
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Target’ 76 wasfollowed by the Governor’s Conference
on Librariesand Information Servicesin 1978 andin 1990
aswell asthe 1983 conference, “ Toward the Year 2000”.
Thesedl impacted the course of library development and
the services administered and delivered by the State
Library’sDivision of Library Development. During this
period of seemingly unending devel opmentsininformation
technol ogy therel ationship between the State L ibrary and
the library community was at times cooperative and
sometimesaground for afrank exchangeof opinions. This
wasnew territory.

TheDivisonof Library Development hasentered the 21%
century with amission to provide leadership, funding,
education, and statewide servicesthat enhance alocal
library’sability toddiver high qudity library servicetoits
community; amission that hasevol ved with thetimes, but
remainsrooted inthe state’ sinterest in extending library

servicesto every citizen of Connecticut. Today’s State
Library continuesto administer therecently reauthorized

federa library program (now the Library Servicesand
Technology Act); Connecticar; Connecticard; grantsto
publiclibraries, publiclibrary constructionand iCONN;
the Connecticut Digita Library. ThroughiCONN, the State
Library now worksclosdaly with school, academic, specid
and public libraries. iICONN is also an example of the
collaborative nature of today’s library development.
Whether it isworking with various State agencies, library
organizations both local and national; or the Gates
Foundation, the State Library istoday very much apartner
ineffortstoimprovelibrary servicethroughout Connecticut.

Sources. Reports of the Governor’s Committee on
Libraries. 1962 - 1963.

Connecticut Public Library Document, various
Frances Davenport, “ History of the Connecticut Sate
Library,” Oral History Interview conducted by Mary
Anna Tien at the Middletown Library Service Center,
June 9, 1976, Connecticut Sate Archives.

Excerpts from the Connecticut Public Library Committee Meeting Notes
October 13, 1908

BelleH. Johnson [Visitor and Inspector]
“ Establishment of libraries

The chairman reportsthat alibrary association hasbeen formed in thetown of Redding. Thelibrary, known asthe
Mark Twain library, has been opened with about 500 booksin adisused chapel ...

That alibrary building, known asthe Wheeler library, has been erected in thetown of North Stonington. Itistobe

open[in] thefall with about 5,000 books.

That by the establishment of librariesin thetwo towns mentioned abovethe number of traveling librariesloaned by the

Connecticut publiclibrary committeeisreduced to 13.

Traveling libraries, Audubon Society

The chairman reportsthat theworn & soiled booksinthetraveling librariesloaned by the Audubon society have been
replaced so far as possible and rebound at the expense of the Audubon society. 13 books have beenreplaced at a
cost of $14.36. 61 books have been rebound at a cost of $21.00.

Summary of books & pictures loaned

The chairman reportsthat since the last meeting there have been sent out

10bird charts
16 adult traveling libraries
13 framed pictures

46 portfoliosof pictures
155 unframed pictures

Thisincludesmateria owned by the Publiclibrary committee, the Colonial Dames, Audubon Society & State Grange.”

Vol une 6  Nunber 2

PAGE 18

The GONN\ect or




2004 State Public Library Construction Grant Award

Mary Louise Jensen, Building Consultant

Sketch of Windsor Public Library

On January 26, 2004, the Connecticut State Library Board approved a$500,000 State Public Library Construction
Grant for theWindsor Public Library for a$5,998,091 addition and renovation project. Theadditionwill be 11,410
squarefeet with atotal squarefootage of 34,410. The present buildingisa 1777 colonia house connectedto a1976
brick addition. Thearchitect firmisBest JodinArchitects, who furnished thedrawings. Thisgrant wasmadefrom
fundsreturned by another library. Construction grantsWindsor Public Library, New Milford Library and Janet Carlson
Cdvert Library (soonto becreated library in Franklin) were approved by the State Bond Commission on March 20,
2004.

The State Library will be accepting applicationsin 2004. If thereisno funding, thesegpplicantswill be put onawaiting
list. Westbrook Public Library and Essex Library are currently onthewaiting list. Grant applicationsare dueon
September 1, 2004. If you would like more information about thisgrant program, contact Mary L ouise Jensen,
Building Consultant, Connecticut State Library, 231 Capitol Ave., Hartford, CT 06106. Phone: 860-566-2712 or
e-mall: mjensen@cdib.org.
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Schematics, Windsor Public Library
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Gmecticut Satelibrary

231 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, Connecticut 06106-1537

STATE LIBRARY BOARD
Ann Clark, Chair
MollieKeller, Vice-Chair
Lucy Gangone

Robert D. Harris, Jr.

Judge Francis X. Hennessy
Allen Hoffman

Joy Hostage

Larry Kibner

Judge Joseph P. Flynn

E. Frederick Petersen

Fran Rabinowitz

LIBRARY ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Kendall F. Wiggin, State Librarian (860) 757-6510
Richard Kingston, Director, Administrative Services
LynneNewell, Director, Information Services

Sharon Brettschneider, Director, Library Development
Eunice G. DiBella, Public Records Administrator
Dean Nelson, Administrator, Museum of CT History

LIBRARY SERVICES

Archives (860) 757-6595

Connecticut Digital Library (860) 344-2475
Government Information Services (860) 757-6500
History and Geneal ogy (860) 757-6580

Law and Legislation (860) 757-6590

Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
1-800-842-4516

Middletown Library Service Center (860) 344-2972
Museum of Connecticut History (860)757-6535
Preservation Services(860) 757-6525

Willimantic Library Service Center (860) 456-1717

Web Site www.cslib.org

Thisnewsletter ispublished quarterly in January, April,
July, November. Thedeadlinefor contributionsisthe
10th of themonth prior to publication. Pleasesend
them to Editor, CSL, 231 Capitol Avenue, Hartford CT
06106-1537 (bdelaney @cslib.org)

The Connecticut State Library isan Equal
Opportunity Employer.
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Mational Library Week

April 18- 24, 2004, National Library Week

Here are some excerptsfrom the suggested programfor Library Day
in 1915 by the Connecticut Public Library Committee.
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Program
Song by thechildren
Roll call (Each pupil may respond with the author and title of the
best book he or she hasread during thelast year or with aquota-
tion about books)

Addressby thelibrarian or by theteacher, if exercisesarenot
conductedinthelibrary. Subject“Our Library”

Taksby severa pupilson Connecticut authors or booksdealing
elther with Connecticut or with their particular locality

Song by children
Short reviews of booksread recently be several pupils
Address by school supervisor, teacher or other visitor

Song by thechildren”

Most of the photographsinthisissueare copiesof origindsinthe State
Archives. Inthis, the 150th Anniversary of the State Library, the State
Archiveswel comes photographsthat readersmay have of itsbuilding,
activities, eventsand staff.




