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Connecticut and New England

CTC 3996 Accessible Connecticut: A guide to recreation for children with disabilities and their families. Grace, Nora Ellen, Lawrence C. Kaplan, M.D. and Josiah David Kaplan. Yale Univ. Press, New Haven 2002. (Carol Simpson Hewey, narr., Gerry Cohen, Patrice Domenie, mons.) 4 cass.                                               
     A user-friendly guide to help parents of children with disabilities plan stimulating and fun family outings in Connecticut. These places throughout the state are easily accessible, reasonably priced and require little or no prior planning. Entries are arranged by activity and include necessary information.  
CTC 3852 Ambulence Girl: How I Saved Myself by Becoming an EMT. Stern, Jane. Three Rivers Press, NY, 2003. (Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Former food writer, Jane Stern, tells how she conquered clinical depression, panic attacks, depression, and hypochondria. Her marriage of more than thirty years was suffering, and she was paralyzed by fear and anxiety. She overcame her fears by training and working as an Emergency Medical Technician. In 2005 her story was made into a television movie.

CTC 3899 The Amistad Slave Revolt by Karen Zeinert. Shoe String Press, New Haven, CT, 1997.    (Dave Scheraga, narr.) 1 cass. 

     Zeinert traces the 1839 revolt of Africans aboard the slave ship Amistad, their apprehension, and long trial in New Haven which ended in their acquittal by the Supreme Court. Grades 5-8 and older readers.
CTC 3752 Among the Isles of Shoals by Celia Thaxter. University Press of New England, c1873,  repr. 2003. (Cheryn Kwasnik, narr., Liz D’Byrne, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Celia Thaxter, a popular poet, was raised on the Isles of Shoals - a group of nine small rocky islands off the coast of New Hampshire. She wrote about the islands and her gardens there and began to publish these essays in the “Atlantic Monthly” in 1869.  They were an immediate sensation and remained popular when compiled as a book in 1873. 
CTC 3514 Arsenic Under the Elms: Murder in Victorian New Haven  by Virginia A. McConnell.  Greenwood Publishing, Westport, CT, 1999. 
(Alan Taylor, narr., Connie Heckendorf, mon.) 5 cass. 
     Attorney and crime researcher Virginia McConnell provides a fascinating
 view of Connecticut in Victorian times, as glimpsed through the unrelated, but similar murders of two young women near New Haven in the late 1800s.

CTC 3793 Blackbird House. Hoffman, Alice. Ballantine Books,NY, 2004. (Cloris Pearson, narr., Gretchen Bishop, mon.) 3 cass. 

     A web of twelve interconnected tales about the inhabitants of a farmhouse on the outer reaches of Cape Cod built by Sailor John Hadley who perished at sea.  Over the course of two centuries, generations blessed or cursed with clairvoyant powers face the forces linked to the past between the walls of the house that is as bewitching and alive as its inhabitants. Some strong language and some descriptions of sex. 
CTC 3987 Captive of Libby Prison. Petrie, Steward J. Pentland Press, Inc., Raleigh, NC  (Bob O’Brien, narr.,Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.      

     An historical novel based upon the letters of Charles R. Robinson, who served in the 18th Connecticut and 30th Connecticut (Colored) Volunteers during the Civil War. He was captured twice, and served two terms in the Confederate Libby Prison in Richmond, Virginia. During his service with the Union Army, Charles wrote letters home to his family, sharing details of life on the battle lines. Compiled by his great, great nephew, Dr. Petrie.
CTC 3876 Carriages and Clocks, Corsets and Locks: The Rise and Fall of an Industrial City-New Haven, Connecticut.   Maynard, Preston and Marjorie B. Noyes. University Press of New England, Hanover, NH, 2004.  (Linda Duncan, narr., Vic Bengston, mon.) 4 cass.   
     This book traces the rise and fall of New Haven, Connecticut as an industrial city. While the city is typical in many ways it is also atypical in its diversity of products. Explored are the origins, preservation, reclamation, and reuse of the extant industrial sites and a unique sense of place for modern citizens of this post-industrial city.           
CTC 3537 Circus Fire Reminiscences. One Book, One Village, 2008. (Barbara Plude, narr.,   Liz Thompson, mon.) 1 cass.
    A collection of oral histories from 39 area residents who expressed a willingness to share their memories of July 6, 1944, the date of the Hartford Circus Fire.
CTC 3790 Complicity: How the North Promoted, Prolonged, and Profited from Slavery by Anne Farrow, Joel Lang and Jenifer Frank of

“The Hartford Courant”. Ballantine Books/Random House, NY. C 2005.       

(Howard Troyansky, narr., Fredie W., mon.) 4 cass. 
     The North's profit from and dependence on slavery has mostly been a shameful and well-kept secret. Complicity reveals the truth about the lucrative Triangle trade of molasses, rum, and slaves that linked the North to the West Indies and Africa;  exposing the reality of Northern empires built on tainted profits and the plantations that existed in Connecticut.

CTC 3789 Connecticut Disasters: True stories of tragedy and survival.  Grant, Ellsworth.Globe Pequot, CT(Tom Kuser, narr.,Sally Szoke,mon.) 2c. 
     History writer Ellsworth S. Grant takes you back to Connecticut’s most catastrophic events, vividly re-creating the moments that changed the Nutmeg State forever; a chilling reminder to expect the unexpected and respect the powerful, often deadly forces of nature. Dramatic retellings include the Moodus earthquake of 1791, the Norwalk train wreck of 1853, the Great Hurricane of 1938, and the Great Hartford Circus Fire of 1944.
CTC 3845 Couldn't Keep it to Myself. Lamb, Wally. HarperCollins, NY, 2003.  (Rosemary Farnsworth, narr. Ann Lavallo, mon.) 6 cass. 

     For several years, bestselling author Wally Lamb has taught writing to a group of women prisoners at York Correctional Institution in Connecticut. The women describe in their own words how they were imprisoned long before they entered the criminal justice system. Their powerful stories of hope and healing reveal the transforming power of the written word. 
CTC 3640 Covered Bridges of Connecticut, a guide. Howard, Andrew R. Village Press, Unionville, CT, 1985. (John Hart, narr., Ginny Potter, mon.) 1 cass. 

     A guide to the history and lore of the three remaining Connecticut Covered Bridges in Cornwall, Kent and Comstock.
CTC 3810 Cruising Connecticut with a Picnic Basket. Mann, Jan. Hillside House Pub., Glastonbury, CT, 2006. (Gerry Cohen, narr.,  multiple        mons.) 4 cass. 
     This book combines an eclectic selection of places to visit with the fine art of picnicking.  Selections correspond to sections of the state. It is for the active day-tripper or armchair traveler, the picnic aficionado or the novice picnicker and for anyone who loves cookbooks. Recipes are included for the activities.

CTC 3760 Cursed in New England: Stories of Damned Yankees.  Citro, Joseph A. Globe Pequot Press, CT, 2004. (Vincent Lamenza, Robert Meisel, mon.) 3 cass.

     Renowned storyteller Joe Citro recounts seventeen tales of maledictions - curses followed by mysterious afflictions in Massachusetts, a ghostly presence in a church in Rhode Island, a river of death in Maine, an unaccountable blight in New Hampshire, unexplained madness and eerie happenings in Connecticut. Citro lets you decide whether the tragedies were simply bad luck, coincidences or something more sinister.                
CTC 4572 Customs and Fashions in Old New England. Earle, Alice Morse. Corner House Pub., Williamstown, Mass. 1893.  1974 ed.               
(Eugenia Zessos, narr., Gerry Cohen & Natalie Burr, mons.) 4 cass.       
     The author devoted a lifetime researching and recording the customs, rituals and beliefs of colonial life in old New England.  The details of everyday life provide a fascinating background to understanding the social and political institutions that emerged from the Puritan experience. 
CTC 3614 Dare to Dream: Connecticut Basketball’s Remarkable March to the National Championship by Jim Calhoun with Leigh Montville. Broadway Books, NY, 1999. (Hank Weber, narr., Eugenia Zessos, mon.) 3 cass. 

     The charismatic basketball coach at the University of Connecticut reveals the victorious secrets behind his team's breathtaking journey to the 1999 NCAA Division 1 National Championship.  Along the way, he shares his philosophy for winning. 
CTC 3510 Dr. Mel’s Connecticut Climate Book by Dr. Mel Goldstein. Wesleyan Univ. Press, Middletown, CT, 2008. (John Ferrante, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 3 cass.

     A book that answers questions about why Connecticut’s weather is dramatic, unpredictable, and memorable. Dr. Mel, a well known weather personality of WVIT, Channel 8 News, has written an engaging book that teaches invaluable lessons in the history and science of our weather.  
CTC 3871 En Avant with our French allies: Connecticut Sites, Markers and Monuments honoring Comte de Rochambeau’s French Troops for contributions to American Independence, 1780-1782.  Selig, Robert & Mary Donohue, Bruce Clouette and Mary Harper. CT Comm. on Culture & Tourism, State Historic Preservation Office, 2004.    

(Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass.

     Travel the byways of Connecticut where legacies of our French allies' role in the struggle toward freedom await. Connecticut sites, markers, and monuments honoring Comte de Rochambeau's French troops are depicted.
CTC 3869 First Saturday. O'Brien, Rosemary.  Quiet Storm Pub.   
West Virginia, 2002.  (Dolores Kleffman, narr., Fran Crowley, mon.) 3 cass.    
     Audrey and her three closest friends from West Haven, CT have always gotten together on the First Saturday of the month to share life's highs and lows. But nothing has challenged them like the upcoming year will.  An account of enduring friendships that triumph over misfortune in a world where sometimes things happen when you least expect them.    
CTC 3507 Forbidden Schoolhouse, the True and Dramatic Story of Prudence Crandall and her Students. Jurmain, Suzanne. HoughtonMifflin  Boston, 2005.(Rosemary Farnsworth, narr.,Ann Lovallo, mon.) 2cass.

     An historical account of the uproar that occurred when Prudence Crandall (1803-1890), a Quaker teacher, admitted Sarah Harris, the school's first African American student, to her class in Canterbury, Connecticut, before the Civil War. Some strong language. For grades 6-9. 2005.
CTC 3868  Fortune's Bones: The Manumission Requiem. Nelson, Marilyn. Front Street, Asheville, NC, 2004. (Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms, mon.) 1 cass.                                      

     Marilyn Nelson wrote this requiem to celebrate the life of a slave named Fortune who died in 1798 at about the age of 60 after a life of arduous labor.  In 1996, historians discovered that a skeleton in the Mattatuck Museum in Waterbury, Connecticut were the bones of a slave owned by a local doctor who saved the skeleton for research. 
CTC 3783 Geno: In Pursuit of Perfection. Auriemma, Geno. Warner Books, NY, 2006. (Jeff Bouvier, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Controversial, confrontational and driven, Coach Auriemma is a force to be reckoned with – and the most accomplished male coach in women’s basketball today. In his twenty plus years as head coach, he has led the UCONN Lady Huskies to five national championships. In this deeply personal memoir, Geno reveals the man behind the legend and how he overcame his own fears to achieve extraordinary success. 

CTC 3686 Girls of Tender Age. Smith, Mary-Ann Tirone. Free Press, NY 2006. (Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Smith interweaves a bittersweet portrait of growing up in an extended French-Italian family struggling to survive in a post-World War II housing project among the working class of 1950’s Hartford, with the chilling awareness of a serial pedophile who shatters a small town’s innocence.

CTC 3754 Great Day Trips in the Connecticut Valley. Hanrahan, Brendan. Perry Heights Press, Wilton, CT, 2004. (Linda Parnoff, narr., Anthony Mitchell, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Who would have thought Connecticut was once teeming with dinosaurs? This book for families combines great storytelling - from the discoveries of the past to new theories about dinosaurs being proposed today and includes trips that transport you back to the age of dinosaurs. 
CTC 3938  Hartford, Connecticut's Capital: An illustrated history. Weaver, Glenn and Michael Swift. American Historical Press, Sun Valley, CA, 2003.  (Charlotte Organschi, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 6 cass.                      

     Drawing on the rich pictorial and archival collection of the Connecticut Historical Society, readers are transported back in time over 350 years of history to a group of crude dugout huts, almost too small to be called a village, to what is today a highly-developed metropolitan area.  
CTC 3503 Heart of a Husky: Determination, Perseverance, and a quest for a National Championship by Mel Thomas. Keen Custom Media, Ohio, 2009. (Linda Sundell, narr., Terry Swan, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Mel Thomas, Co-Captain of the 2007-2008 UConn Women’s Basketball Team provides a great memoir in journal/diary entries, of her quest through that basketball season to win the Big East championship and make the run to the NCAA Final Four. She relates relationships between teammates and coaches, team meetings and locker room talks, difficult days of injury, rehab and physical therapy, practical jokes, and travel adventures.  Intro by Geno.
CTC 3717 The Heiress of Water. Barron, Sandra R. Harper Perennial, NY 2006. (Jeff Bouvier, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 4 cass.
     When young Monica‘s mother dies in an accident at sea, she leaves the tropical paradise in El Salvador that was home and returns with her father to Connecticut. Years later when an intriguing stranger enters Monica’s life asking an unusual request, she retraces the shadowy  last days of her mother, a marine scientist whose research was being corrupted. 
CTC 3864 Hoop Tales: UConn Huskies Men's Basketball.   Norman, Wayne and Robert Porter.  Globe Pequot Press, Guilford, CT, 2005.   
(Jerry Geci, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 2 cass.                                         

      Radio analyst Wayne Norman and UCONN alumnus Robert Porter share their favorite memories of this beloved team. Thrilling victories, crushing defeats, comical mishaps, and colorful coaches, players, and fans have made the UCONN Huskies a basketball favorite.  Relive fifty years of highs and lows and become reacquainted with some of the team’s heroes and legends. 
CTC 3768 Hoop Tales: UConn Huskies Women's Basketball.  Karmel, 

Terese. Globe Pequot Press, Guilford, CT., 2005. 
(Linda Duncan, narr., Victor Bengston, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Karmel, the UCONN women's basketball beat writer for the Meriden Record-Journal for more than twenty years shares her favorite memories of this beloved team. You'll relive the highs and lows and become reacquainted with some of the team's all-time greatest heroes and legends including Kerry Bascom, Rebecca Lobo, Diana Taurassi, and Geno Auriemma. 
CTC 4149  Hope Leslie; or Early Times in the Massachusetts.   Sedgwick, Catherine M. Penguin Books, NY. 1998.   (Sue Vita, narr., Ginny Potter, mon.) 7 cass.                                

     At the center of the novel set in seventeenth-century New England are two good friends; Hope Leslie, a spirited thinker in a repressive Puritan society, and Magawisca, the passionate daughter of a Pequot chief.  A portrayal of early American Life that celebrates the role of women in building the republic, challenges conventional views of Indians, and tackles interracial marriage and cross-cultural friendship.

CTC 3685 I’ll Fly Away: Further Testimonies from the Women of York Prison. Edited and Introduced by Wally Lamb. Harper Collins Pub., NY,  2007. (LuVonney La Mar, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass. 

     A new volume of intimate stories from numerous inmates who take part in Wally Lamb's writing workshop at the York Correctional Institution; Connecticut's only prison for women. These portraits and vignettes depict with soul-baring honesty how and why women land in prison, what happens there, and how lives change through the power of the written word.
CTC 3636 Island Lighthouse Inn, a chronicle.  Burke, Jeffrey. Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, Ohio, 1997. (Tom Curtis, narr., Ruth Meisel, mon.) 3 cass.

     This book chronicles the establishment of an Inn next to an old lighthouse
 on the Isle of Haut with the only link to civilization being the daily mail boat. With little experience or money, the Burkes overcame many obstacles with ingenuity to provide drinking water, live without electricity (except for a generator), and paint the 796 windowpanes in the inn and lighthouse. The vignettes about guests and locals are amusing and each chapter ends with one of the inn’s recipes; illustrated with engravings by a Maine artist.
CTC 3935 J.Alden Weir: A Place of His Own by Hildegard Cummings, Helen K. Fusscas and Susan G. Larkin. William Benton Museum of Art, UCONN, Storrs, CT, 1991. ( Gary Jones, narr., Ann Dieters, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Experiencing Weir Farm, Connecticut's only National Historic Site, is indeed like stepping into a marvelous time warp where one can feel the presence of the artist, his family, and circle of friends. The magnificent landscape remains virtually unchanged and the exhibition pays tribute to his contributions to American art as a painter and to an environment that allowed great art to flourish.
CTC  3714 Jonathan Trumbull: Connecticut’s Merchant Magistrate (1710-1785) by Glenn Weaver. The Connecticut Historical Soc., Hartford, CT. Copyright 1956. (Vincent Lamenza, narr., Robert Meisel, mon.) 5 cass.

     Jonathan Trumbull, the only colonial governor to espouse the patriot cause in the American Revolution, was a truly great figure in the history of eighteenth-century Connecticut. Previous biographies have presented him as a public servant who dabbled in trade but it would be more correct to present him as a merchant who more than dabbled in politics.

CTC 3779 Lary Bloom's Connecticut Notebook. Bloom, Lary. Globe Pequot Press, Guilford, CT, 2005.   (Rosemary Farnsworth, narr., Ann Lavallo, mon. ) 3 cass. 
     This compilation of Lary Bloom's best magazine columns brings to life Connecticut traditions and lore, people and politics, business, history and the arts. Collectively, these compelling stories present a strong sense of place and an expression of the stake ordinary people have in extraordinary events.                                                                                                          

CTC 3888  Legend of the Old Man of the Mountain. Ortakales, Denise. 

Sleeping Bear Press, Chelsea, MI, 2004. (Beth Steinberg, narr., Roxanna Laughlin, mon.) 1 cass.                                  

     Denise Ortakales recounts the legend of Chief Pemigewasset, whose steadfast love and devotion to his wife was honored in his profile on the    mountainside of Cannon Mountain in New Hampshire known as the Old Man of the Mountain.    Grades K-4 and older readers.
CTC 3836 The Lighthouse Keeper's Wife. Connie Scovill Small.          
University of Maine Press, Orono, Maine, 2005.  (Sue Vita, narr., Ginny Potter, mon.) 3 cass.    
     In a captivating voice, Connie Scovill writes about her twenty-eight years of lighthouse living and service along the Maine and New Hampshire coasts with her husband Elson. Her autobiography inspires others in search of a meaningful existence in the inevitable isolation and uncertainty of living.          
CTC 3859 Lobster Coast: Rebels, Rusticators, and the Struggle for a Forgotten Frontier. Woodard, Colin.  Penguin Books, NY, 2004.     

(Charlotte Organschi, narr., Jerry Geci, mon.) 6 cass.     
     Even before the pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock, European settlers were eking out a living by lobstering on the rocky coast of Maine. This riveting history reveals an increasingly difficult struggle to hold onto communities and conserve a cultural and environmental heritage in the face of uncontrolled development. 
CTC 3892 Long River Winding: Life, Love and Death along the Connecticut.   Jim Bissland.  Berkshire House Pubs., Lee, Mass., 2003. (Jerry Geci, narr., Stan Sendzimer, mon.) 5 cass.      
     One traveler's journey of discovery along New England's longest and most significant river, turned up fascinating stories hidden in the landscape;  tales of love, death, saints, scoundrels, secrets and mysteries. The Connecticut River Valley has long been a watershed of American literature, leaders and social trends. 
CTC 3970 Lords of Greenwich. Bentivegna, Joseph. 1st books library.  
2002. (Linda Duncan, narr., Victor Bengtson, mon.) 5 cass.

     Depressed and broke, mechanic Bob Dusza ends up in a plot with his ophthalmologist to make money by gambling at the Bridgeport jai - alai. The money is piling up and he is almost ready to cash out when the fronton's owner, a Greenwich billionaire unearths the plot. Dusza winds up dead and  Detective Appollon closing in on the case, becomes enmeshed in the corrupt underside of Connecticut politics where money talks and the wealthy walk.
CTC 3890 Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and the Transformation of the Arts in America by Eugene R. Gaddis, Alfred Knopf, NY, 2000. (Wilson Faude, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 8 cass.

     The story of Chick Austin is the story of a whole cultural movement. Becoming Director of Hartford's Wadsworth Atheneum at the age of 26, Austin immediately set about to introduce modern art to America and to transform this conservative insurance capital into a cultural mecca that would become the talk of the art world during the two world wars.
CTC 3454 Making Freedom: The extraordinary life of Venture Smith by Chandler B. Saint and George Krimsky. Wesleyan University Press, Middletown, CT, 2009.  

     An in-depth exploration of the life of Venture Smith (1728-1805), a New England slave who was sold into bondage as a boy in Africa and labored for nearly a quarter century before purchasing his own freedom and transforming himself into a highly respected American citizen. Drawing on years of research and documentation, and Venture's rare personal auto-biography, the authors recount the extraordinary challenges he overcame.
CTC 3747 Marsh Island by Sarah Orne Jewett.  Kessinger Pub. / Houghton Mifflin, NY,1885.    (Mary Jane Tierney, narr.; Sue Kennedy, mon.) 3 cass. 

     A pleasant nostalgic read - combining a love story and an artist’s quest to  find himself.  This story seems to be a version of Jewett's own life entering into her vocation from a privileged social position.
CTC 3679 Matty’s War. Thomas, Carroll. Smith and Kraus, New Hampshire, 1997. (Suzanne Kukolla, narr., Mary Jane Tierney, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Sixteen-year-old Matty Trescott has just arrived from Kansas to live with her relative, Neely, in Connecticut. It’s Christmas 1863 and far to the south, the Civil War is raging.  Neely will be off to school in Hartford, but Matty has other plans…(her story is based on the life of one of the 400 women who fought in the Union Army disguised as men). Grade 5-8.
CTC 3475 Medicine Trail: The Life and Lessons of Gladys Tantaquidgeon  by Melissa Jayne Fawcett. University of Arizona Press,                  Tuscon, AZ, 2000.  (Cherwyn Kwasnik, narr.,  Liz O’Byrne, mon.) 2 cass.                                  
     Contrary to the fictional account of James Fenimore Cooper, the Mohegan/ Mohican nation did not vanish with the death of Chief Uncas more than three hundred years ago. This remarkable life story of one of its most beloved matriarchs—100 year-old Medicine Woman Gladys Tantaquidgeon, tells of the Mohegan's survival into this century.

CTC 3774 More Than Petticoats: Remarkable Connecticut Women Petrash, Antonia. Globe Pequot Press, Guilford, CT (Carol Hewey, narr.,       , mon.) 2 cass. 

     Thirteen profiles of strong, determined women, all of whom broke through social, cultural, and political barriers to advance women's roles in the arts, on the battlefield, in education, exploration, and commerce. These women defied prejudices, making contributions that still have impact today.
CTC 3933 My Father's Footprints: A Memoir. McEnroe, Colin.                   Warner Books: Time Warner Co., NY, 2003. (Jerry Geci, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 3 cass.                                                               
      Acclaimed essayist and humorist Colin McEnroe presents a brilliantly written, compelling memoir of the conflicted love between a "greatest generation" father and a Baby Boomer son who tries to understand his dad, not just as a father but as a man. Ruthlessly honest, at times hilarious, but always moving, this portrait explores the legacy our parents can’t help but leave as we ultimately discover the demons that drive us as well.
CTC 3775 New England Lighthouses: Bay of Fundy to Long Island Sound. Jones, Ray. Globe Pequot Press, Guilford, CT, 1996. (Dorothy Wright, narr., Lori Wenke, mon.) 2 cass. 

     The lighthouses of New England are more than lifesaving beams across treacherous expanses of rock and water; they project an aura of steadfastness and safety. This book presents descriptions of 51 of the most fabled of these northern lights and stimulating narratives of their keepers who battled prohibitive odds. Contains directions to and details on visiting the lights.
CTC 3629 New England Men of Letters.   Collier Macmillan, 1972.  (Marjorie Rogers, narr.,  Marie Meisel,  mon.) 3 cass. 

     Biographical essays of ten New England writers-Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Richard Henry Dana, Jr., Herman Melville, Francis Parkman, William Hickling Prescott, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, James Russell Lowell, and Oliver Wendell Holmes.
CTC 3710 New England Village by Joseph S. Wood. Johns Hopkins Univ. press, Baltimore,MD,1997. (Linda King, narr., Sandy Corday, mon.)  3 cass. 

     The New England Village, with its white-painted, black-shuttered,
classical revival buildings surrounding a tree-shaded green, is one of the enduring icons of the American historical landscape. This critical assessment offers landscape orgins and uses ascribed to them at different times.
CTC 3858 Night Country.  O'Nan, Stewart. Farrar, Straus & Giroux.
NY, 2003.  (Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms, mon.) 3 cass.

     One year following their deaths in a late-night car accident, teenagers Danielle, Marco and Toe return, in spirit, to the sleepy New England suburb of Avon. Over the course of the evening, the three will drift in and out of the lives of those who knew and loved them. Most affected are Tim, survivor of the crash and Brooks, the police officer who first responded to the scene.       
CTC 3676 On Borrowed Wings. Prasad, Chandra. Atria Books/Simon & Schuster, NY 2007. (Susan Stern, narr., Ann Lovallo, mon.) 3 cass. 
     Adele Pietra is to marry a quarryman from the Stony Creek mine, but when her brother Charles dies, she sees a chance to change her life. She enrolls as Charles at Yale, assuming his identity and gender, as a way to leave behind her mother's expectations and the limitations of her provincial Connecticut town. Written by a Yale graduate and resident of Connecticut.
CTC 3599 A Passion to Lead: Seven Leadership Secrets for Success in Business, Sports, and Life. Calhoun, Jim with Richard Ernsberger, Jr. St. Martin’s Griffin, NY, 2007. (Tom Curtis, narr., Bob Meisel, mon.) 5 cass.

     Hall of Fame University of Connecticut legendary basketball coach Jim Calhoun shares his secrets for motivation, success and leadership - the principles that have allowed him to have such a positive impact on so many.
CTC 3800 Pequot Plantation: The Story of an Early Colonial Settlement Radune Richard. Research in time Pub. , 2005. (Jeannette Mittelsdorf, narr.,     Rhoda Ashley, mon.)  5 cass. 
     The story of early colonial southeastern Connecticut is told through the adventures of settlers as they journeyed from England to Massachusetts and then to Pequot Plantation where they shaped the destiny of the new settlement. They made an incredible effort to establish homesteads and successful communities. At the same time, Indian fortunes declined in spite of the support they gave to the new plantation and the valiant effort they exerted to maintain their place in a changing world. 
CTC 3707 The Pequot War. Cave, Alfred A., UMass Press, Amherst, MA. 1996. (Claudia McClintock, narr., Gerry Cohen. mon.) 3 cass.     
     This book offers the first full-scale analysis of the Pequot War (1636-37), a pivotal event in New England colonial history. Through a rereading of Puritan sources, Alfred Cave refutes claims that settlers acted defensively to counter a Pequot conspiracy to exterminate Europeans.Drawing on evidence, he sheds new light on the motivations of the Pequot and their allies.     
CTC 3597 Rhode Island Blues . Weldon, Fay. Harper Collins Pub.,NY, 2000.( Susan Stern, narr., Ann Lovallo, mon.) 5 cass.

     Felicity travels from London to Rhode Island to help her wild and stormy grandmother, her only living relative, move into a retirement living home. There she uncovers mysteries about her family and learns forgiveness. Single all these years, she takes a gamble and falls in love.                                     

CTC 3962 River Days: Exploring the Connecticut River from Source to Sea.  Tougias, Michael.  Applachian Mountain Club Books, Boston, Mass. 2001.   (Jerry Geci, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 3 cass. 
     Trading Huck Finn's log raft for canoe & kayak, Tougias journeys the length of the Connecticut River from its source near the Canadian border

through four New England states to where it meets the sea in Connecticut.   

Recently designated an American Heritage River, the Connecticut provides a wonderful blend of adventure, fishing tales, history, and nature.  
CTC 4003 Same River Twice: A Season with Geno Auriemma and the Connecticut Huskies. Walters, John. Foreword by Rebecca Lobo.                          Gunkerhalter Press, 2002.  (Herb Fishman, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.  
     A basketball odyssey and a journey into the heart of one of the nation's truly superior basketball programs in a season that begins with the label, "the greatest team ever" and ends with them in the unlikely role of underdog.  In this rarely-seen view inside a sports phenomenon, John Walters captures Geno Auriemma, the candid and charismatic coach of the Huskies, and the 2000-2001 season of UCONN women's basketball.           
CTC 3625 Sea Jade. Whitney, Phyllis. Fawcett, NY (Eugenia Zessos, narr.,   Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass. 
     A romantic mystery set in New England by the sea. Left penniless and alone by her father's sudden death, Miranda Heath goes against her father's wishes and accepts temporary lodging at the home of Captain Obadiah Bascomb, where she is manipulated into entering a loveless marriage.
CTC 3448 Seasons of Connecticut: A Year-Round Celebration of the Nutmeg State. Smith, Diane. Globe Pequot Press, CT, 2010.  (Glenys Burton ,narr., Kirby Klump, mon.)     cass. 
     A four-season celebraqtion of the Nutmeg State by Emmy award winning journalist Dinae Smith. She is an expert on the people and places that give Connecticut its character, heart, and tradition. 
CTC 3596 Shadows in My House of Sunshine, a journey of discovery by Emilie Betts. Beckham Pub. Group, MD, 2007. ( Roxanna Laughlin, narr., Beth Steinberg, mon.) 5 cass. 

     An autobiography about a Connecticut woman's lifelong search for a home after growing up through the Great Depression.  An honest, brave, funny, and thoughtful memoir of her journey.  
CTC 3547 Shameless Exploitation in Pursuit of the Common Good: The Madcap Business Adventure, by the Truly Oddest Couple by Paul Newman and A.E. Hotchner. Thorndike Press/Doubleday-Random House, NY, 2003. ( Lawson Ward, Narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Movie actor Paul Newman and his writer friend Hotchner broke all the business rules to become significant players in the food industry and used their profits to open summer camps for critically ill children. This is the story of the Hole in the Wall Gang, a summer camp for seriously ill children located in Connecticut. 
CTC 3953 Stone by Stone: The Magnificent History in New England's Stone Walls. Thorson, Robert M., Walker & Co., NY, 2002.    

(Dave Scheraga, narr., Sandy Corday, mon.) 3 cass.

     Stone walls tell the story of how New England was formed linking the natural and human history of the region. There once may have been enough stone walls in the northeast to measure more than the distance to the Moon, requiring three billion hours to build.  Though most of them are crumbling today, they contain within a magnificent scientific and human story. 
CTC 3770 Stone Heart.  Rice, Luanne. Bantam Dell/Random House, NY              

1990. (Jeanne Lancaster, narr. Sharon Stahl, mon.) 5 cass.

     Nomadic archaeologist Maria Dark is returning home to the Connecticut shore where she and her siblings spent their childhood. After fifteen years away, Maria hopes to rediscover the joy and optimism of her youth in the arms of her family. But her family has weathered difficult times and Maria will embark on an emotional journey, navigating the truth of her family.   
CTC 3734 Tales of New England. Jewett, Sarah Orne. Echo Library, 2006. ( Faith McDevitt, narr., Mary Scalisi, mon.) 3 cass. 
     Fictional stories of social life and customs of the 19th century in New England told in a style of simplicity.
CTC 3926 This Fine Piece of Water: An Environmental History of Long Island Sound. Anderson, Tom; Foreword by Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.                
Yale Univ. Pr., New Haven, CT, 2002.  (Charlotte Organschi, narr., Jerry Geci, mon.) 4 cass. 
     Long Island Sound, the most heavily used estuary in North America, is also one of the most beautiful waterways. But centuries of pollution have been killing off the marine life and pushing the Sound to the brink of disaster. This fascinating book traces the history of the Sound and its use as a resource from the Native Americans through the suburban sprawl of recent decades to scientists and citizens working to save the Sound. 
CTC 3490 Trust the Dog: Rebuilding lives through teamwork with man's best friend.  Fidelco Guide Dog Fnd. Viking Penguin, NY., 2010. 
(Roxana Laughlin, narr., Beth Steinberg, mon.) 3 cass. 
     True stories that explore the one-of-a kind union between people who are visually-impaired and the guide dogs who become their steadfast partners. These pairings are defined by devotion, intelligence, hard work and most of all, trust. For fifty years, Fidelco has provided trained German Shepherds to more than 1200 men and women who have flourished with their help.      
CTC 3594 Wedding of the Two-Headed Woman. Mattison, Alice. Harper Perennial, NY, 2004. (Laura Porcelli, narr., Steve Polizzi, mon.) 3cass.

     Daisy Andalusia was making the most of her independent life. Now remarried and living in New Haven, her job leads her to a Yale project studying murders in small cities. Daisy finds herself being drawn into the project and its director while discovering more than she wants to know.   

CTC 3730 A White Heron and other stories by Sarah Orne Jewett. Dover, NY., 1999.  (Laura Porcelli, narr., Stephen Polizzi, mon.) 2 cass.  

      Set in the small towns of Maine, these short, loosely interconnected 
pieces are wonderful images of a time, place and lifestyle; depicting the  

domestic world of 19th century women, and the growing love of the nature of New England. 
CTC 3567 Wicked Waterbury: Madmen and Mayhem in the Brass City by Edith Reynolds and John Murray. History Press, Charleston, SC., 2009. (Linda Sundell, narr. ;Terry Swan, mon.) 2 cass. 

     A documentary of the major episodes that gave Waterbury the nickname, "Sin City".
CTC 3408 Windcatcher by Avi. Avon Books, NY, 1991. (Liz O’Bryne, narr., Cheryn Kwasnik, mon.) 1 cass. 

     The Newberry Honor author offers a potent brew of mystery and adventure in this tale of an 11-year-old boy as he learns to sail involved in a search for a centuries-old shipwreck among islands off the coast of Connecticut. Ages 8-12 and older readers.
CTC 3729  Winthrop Island. Grant, Ellsworth S. 1st books, 2004.    

 (Claire Coppen, narr., Sue Vita, mon.) 2 cass.                                                            

     An exclusive area along the Connecticut coastline, Winthrop Island faces a controversy of escalating tensions between preservationists and developers.  Betty Ann Parker, an environmentalist urgently requests help from her brother Captain Billy Budd of the Austin, Texas police force but three murders occur before Budd can solve them.                                                              

CTC 3998  Without Reservation: How a Controversial Indian Tribe Rose to Power & Built the World's Largest Casino.  Benedict, Jeff.                                     

Perennial, Harper Collins Pubs., NY, 2001.(Wilson H. Faude, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 6 cass.                                            

     In 1973 an old American Indian woman is the last of her tribe on a 214-acre tract of abandoned forest and she asks a relative to save the land from being turned over to the government upon her death. It seems to be the end of the Mashantucket Pequot tribe, but it is just the beginning. Over the next three decades, the reservation grows, home to more than 600 tribal members and the Foxwoods casino.      
CTC 3542 A Woman in Business: The Life of Beatrice Fox Auerbach by Virginia Hale.   Xlibris Corp., USA, 2008. (Gretchen Bishop, narr., Cloris Pearson, mon.) 2 cass.
     The story of a self-effacing, diminutive woman from a retailing family who became the chief executive of G.Fox & Co. in Hartford, the largest privately owned department store in the country.   Her accomplishments were all the greater because she was a woman in a man’s world who took an interest in her employees.
Geography, Travel, Adventure/Science and Nature
CTC 3481 Bill Bryson's African Diary by Bill Bryson. Broadway Books, NY, 2002 ( Lawson Ward, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 1 cass.
     A travel writer with little background knowledge of Africa recounts his journey to Kenya at the invitation of CARE International, where he visited slums, historic sites, natural wonders, refugee camps, and relief projects.
CTC 3811 The Code Book: The Science of Secrecy from Ancient Egypt to Quantum Cryptography. Singh, Simon. Random House, NY, 1999. 
(Linda Duncan, narr., Victor Bengston, mon.) 6 cass.
     Mr. Singh traces the history of cryptography in warfare, politics, and royal intrigue, from its recorded inception in roman times through current applications such as the Navajo Code Talkers. The ongoing battle between codemakers and codebreakers came of age during WWII, as secret communications became critical to either side's success.
CTC 3688 An Embarrassment of Mangoes, A Carribean Interlude by Ann Vanderhoof. Broadway Books, NY, 2004. (Sue Vita, narr., Clair Coppell, mon.) 5 cass.

     In the mid 1990's, the author and her husband set sail for the Carribbean on a 42' sailboat. Over the course of two years, they dropped anchor in 16 countries, encountering sundrenched adventures and engaging characters. She has sprinkled her humorous sketches with seductive regional recipes.
CTC 3784 Flash for Freedom by George MacDonald Fraser.  Plume/ Penguin, NY, 1971. (Victor J. Lamenza, narr., Robert Meisel, mon. ) 5 cass. 

     When a dirty-dealing card game forces Flashy to flee London, he lands on a boat bound for America, only to discover it is a slave ship headed for Africa and then New Orleans. Flashy meets an interesting cast of characters, including an African king, a hothouse madam, and a young Mr. Lincoln. 
CTC 4013 The Ice Master:The Doomed 1913 Voyage of the Karluk.
Niven, Jennifer. Hyperion, NY,2000. (Joe Puzzo, narr., Lyn Wemple, mon.) 6 cass.                         

      This is a retelling of the 1913 expedition that sailed out of British Columbia in search of the Arctic continent. In January 1914, an ice cap tore a hole in the vessel's hull, shipwrecking all on board. The crew's attempts to find their way out are drawn from diaries and an interview with a survivor.  

CTC 3977 In the Slick of the Cricket (a shark odyssey). Drumm, Russell. Penguin Books, NY, 1997. (Joe Puzzo, narr., Peter Dusha, mon.) 3 cass.   

     Local Long Island newspaperman, Russell Drumm takes a short escape from the mundane world of writing obits and condo ads, setting out with Frank Mundus, charterboat fishing captain of the boat, Cricket II and source for the “Jaws” story.  The voyage quickly turns into an odyssey as Mundus relates weird and wonderful stories  reliving his seafaring days, having hauled in more terrifying multi-ton great white sharks than anyone around.  
CTC 3580 Lost in My Own Backyard. Cahill, Tim. Crown Pub., NY, 2004. (Dave Scheraga, narr., Sandy Corday, mon.) 2 cass. 
     Acclaimed author Tim Cahill writes about one of his, and America's, favorite destinations: Yellowstone, the world's first national park. Divided into three parts--The Trails, In the Backcountry, and A Selected Yellowstone Bookshelf, this is a perfect guide for Yellowstone veterans and first-timers. 
CTC 3934 The Lost World of the Kalahari.  Van der Post, Laurens.           
Harcourt Brace & Co., NY, 1958; Harvest ed.,1986. (John Hart, narr., Amy Sawyer, mon.) 4 cass. 

     From the time of his boyhood in South Africa, the author dreamed of finding the last of the disappearing mystical people of the Kalahari - the Bushmen. The opportunity finally came on an expedition into the interior of the desert. This first-rate compelling account of that grueling but ultimately successful journey is filled with spiritual meaning and intense physical adventure through one of the most remote primitive regions of Africa.   
CTC 3804  The Miraculous Fever-Tree: Malaria and the Quest for a Cure that Changed the World. Rocco, Fiammetta. HarperCollins Pubs, NY, 2003.  (Charlotte Organschi, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 5 cass.                                              

     Malaria known as a disease of the tropics, weakened the Roman Empire, killed thousands of British troops fighting Napoleon in 1809 and many soldiers on both sides of the American Civil War. It turned back explorers of Africa and brought the building of the Panama Canal to a standstill. For over 1,000 years, there was no cure until the discovery of quinine, made from the bitter red bark of the cinchona tree, it changed Western medicine. 

CTC 3549 Moths of the Limberlost by Gene Stratton-Porter. Dodo Press, 2007. (Linda Parnoff, narr., Tony Mitchell, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Gene Stratton-Porter, 1863-1924, was a naturalist, photographer, and excellent writer. This book describes her family's participation in her love of moths and describes the friendships she made in the pursuit of these beautiful insects; a window into her personality and her passion for nature.
CTC 3802 Ocean’s End: Travels Through Endangered Seas by Colin Woodard. Basic /Perseus Books, NY, 2000. ( George Arendt, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.

     A stirring eyewitness account of the state of the world's oceans  - the most important environmental concern of this century. After spending a year and a half crisscrossing the world's oceans, Woodard tells a fascinating tale of the fishermen and scientists, officials and activists, divers and sailors, religious and government leaders who daily confront the ocean's problems.
CTC 3743 On Call: A Doctor’s Days and Nights in Residency by Emily Transue, M.D. St Martin’s Griffin, NY, 2004. (Lisa Baldwin, narr., Ken Jacobs, mon.) 4 cass. 
     With humor, humility, and a gentle wit, Transue leads us into the bizarre world of medical training. Through her stories, she gives an understanding of the pressures, perseverance, and strength required to succeed as a doctor.
CTC 4141 Organ Transplants: Making the Most of Your Gift of Life. 

Finn, Robert. O'Reilly & Assoc., Sebastopol, California, 2000.     

(P.K.Allen, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 6 cass. 

     Transplants are becoming fairly routine surgical procedures and do  

work miracles. However, potential recipients and their families are thrust into a strange and worrying world. This book answers concerns people have in this difficult situation by providing information to help with decisions and choices that need to be made. 
CTC 3628 Palladian Days: Finding a new Life in a Venetian Country House by Sally and Carl Gable. Anchor Books/Random House, NY 2005. (Charlotte Shapiro, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass. 

     The story of the acquisition of a mansion in Italy and its renovation by a husband and wife; part adventure, mystery, cookbook and diary.
CTC 3827 Peter Freuchen's Book of the Seven Seas. Freuchen, Peter with David Loth. The Lyons Press, Guilford, CT, 1957.  (Claudia McClintock, narr.,Gerry Cohen, mon.)  6 cass.  
     A history of  the world's oceans beginning with how the seas were formed,  the actions of the winds and tides, the variety of marine life, and man's ocean-going history. An exciting and colorful picture of maritime adventures and mysteries from the first prehistoric voyages in open rafts to daring scientific explorations on the ocean floor.
CTC 4106 Receptors.  Restak, Richard M, M.D., Bantam Books, NY, 1993.   (Richard Sallee, narr., Gerry Cohen and Natalie Burr, mons.) 3 cass.   

     What if there was a pill that could change you from an introvert into the exuberant extrovert you always wanted to be or a capsule to make you more assertive, creative or intelligent? What if you could design your own brain? Dr. Restak leads us on an exhilarating and at times disquieting scientific adventure into this bold frontier and provides a vivid account of humanity's unceasing effort to understand and harness the powers of the mind. 

CTC 3855 Red Sky at Morning: America and the Crisis of the Global Environment. James Gustave Speth. Yale Univ. Press, New Haven, 2004. (Linda Parnoff, narr. Anthony Mitchell and Mary Scalici, mons. ) 5 cass. 

     A renowned environmental leader warns that despite all the international negotiations of the past two decades, efforts to protect Earth's climate and environment are not succeeding. He explains why and presents eight specific steps that governments and citizens can take to achieve a sustainable future.                                                                                      

CTC 3885  The Rural Life. Klinkenborg, Verlyn. Back Bay/Little Brown & Co., Boston, 2002. (Marjorie Rogers, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 3 cass.                                                                        

     With unmatched eloquence, Verlyn Klinkenborg observes the juncture at which our lives and the natural world intersect. His year long meditation on the rigors and wonders of country life-abounds with vicarious pleasures as it indelibly records and celebrates the everyday beauty of the world.
CTC 3701 Survive. Deleo, Peter. Robson Books, NY, 2005. (Kenneth Jacobs, narr., Lisa Baldwin, mon.) 4 cass. 

     When amateur pilot Peter DeLeo set out one winter's morning on a sightseeing trip over the Sierra Nevada Mountains in California, he had no idea he would soon be fighting for his life. Encountering turbulence, his plane crashed in the mountains. He and his two passengers survived but had multiple injuries. His astonishing survival made international news and he tells his remarkable story and inspiring recovery in this book.
CTC 3492 There is a Porcupine in My Outhouse: Misadventures of a Mountain Man Wannabe by Michael Tougias. Capital Books, Inc. VA., 2002. ( John Ferrante, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.)    3 cass.
     A lively, often hilarious tale about a naïve New England flatlander’s
 outdoor misadventures – written by a well-known nature and syndicated columnist. 
CTC 3917 Two Towns in Provence: Map of Another Town and a Considerable Town. M.F.K.Fisher. Vintage Books/Random House, NY, 1983. (Cloris Pearson, narr. Gretchen Bishop, mon.) 6 cass.         
     Two Towns in Provence brings together M.F.K. Fisher's classic and unforgettable portraits of Aix-en-Provence and Marseille. "Map of        

Another Town" is her memoir of the French provincial capital,                Aix-en-Provence, and of a kinship between a person and a place. She scans centuries to uncover the ancient sources that reveal the Marseille of today and the indestructible nature of its people in “A Considerable Town”.  

CTC 4000 What Does it Mean to be Human?  Frederick Franck, Janis Roze and Richard Connolly. St. Martin's Griffin, NY, 2000.   
(David Belman M.D., narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass. 

     In this thoughtful and candid collection, some of the most well-known thinkers and activists of our time reflect on the joys, mysteries, and responsibilities of being human and, more importantly, humane, in today's rapidly changing society. 

CTC 3566 Wind, Sand and Stars by Antoine de Saint-Exupery. Harcourt, NY, 1939. (Dave Schraeger, narr., Sandy Corday, mon.) 3 cass. 
     Recipient of the Grand Prix of the Académie Française, this book captures the grandeur, danger, and isolation of flight. Its exciting account of air adventure, combined with lyrical prose and the spirit of a philosopher, makes it one of the most popular works ever written about flying. Translated by Lewis Galantière.
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CTC 3621 Winter Brothers: A Season at the Edge of America by Ivan Doig. Harvest Book, Harcourt Brace & Co., 1980. (Gerald Forbes, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.

     A fascinating study of Neah Bay and Cape Flattery, the two western-most edges of the contiguous United States.  Doig who spent one full winter season living on the Peninsular, kept a daily journal incorporating writings from an earlier explorer James Gilchrist Swan and his 1862-1898 diaries.
History and Politics
CTC 3947 Affairs of Honor: National Politics in the New Republic. 
Freeman, Joanne B. Yale Univ. Press, New Haven, CT, 2001. (Rosemary Farnsworth, narr., George Farnsworth, Ann Lavallo, mons.) 6 cass. 
     Joanne Freeman offers a reassessment of the tumultuous culture of politics on the national stage during America's earliest years, when Jefferson, Burr, Hamilton, and other national leaders struggled to define themselves and their role in the new nation. Political combat, gossip, print warfare and dueling became accepted political weapons. 
CTC 3725 After Such Knowledge: Memory, History and the Legacy of the Holocaust.  Hoffmann, Eva.  Public Affairs/Perseus Books Group, 2004. (Rosemary Farnsworth, narr., Anne Lovallo, mon.) 4 cass. 
     Sixty years after the Holocaust, the author explores the difficult process of preserving an authentic version of its tragic events. As the Holocaust recedes in time, the guardianship of its legacy is being passed on from its survivors and witnesses to the next generation.  Eva Hoffman, a child of Polish Jews who survived the Holocaust probes how knowledge should be conveyed through personal explorations.
CTC 3724 Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business. Postman, Neil. Penguin Books, NY, 1985. (Charlotte Shapiro, narr., Rhoda Ashley, mon.) 3 cass. 

     What happens to journalism, education and religion when they become forms of visual entertainment and show business? This book was one of the first to consider the way electronic media was reshaping culture; now it carries even greater significance.    
   CTC 3990 Barque of Saviors: Eagle's Passage from the Nazi Navy to the U.S. Coast Guard.  Drumm, Russell. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, MA.,  2001. (David Scheraga, narr., Sandy Corday, mon.) 

     A splendid three-masted sailing ship christened Horst Wesselin in the presence of Adolf Hitler and thousands of cheering Nazis was a training ship throughout WWII. After Germany's defeat, the U.S. Coast Guard took it over and found the crew terrified and hungry and brought the young Germans back to life. In return, the crew taught the Americans the ways of the beautiful ship now named the Eagle which became an elite school ship.    
CTC 3817A&B  Bound for Canaan: the epic story of the underground railroad, America's first civil rights movement. Bordewich, Fergus M. Amistad/Harper Collins, 2005. (Anthony Mitchell, narr., Terry Swan, mon.)    8 cass. 
     Mr. Bordewich tells an essential, comprehensive history of the Underground Railroad and presents the humanity of the movement. Historical figures - black and white, slave and free, noted and obscure - are shown as complex characters in the ultimate American drama.

CTC 4327 The Brothers of Gwynedd Quartet. Pargeter, Edith. Headline, London, 1974. (Stanley Sendzimir, narr., Peggy Reventlow, Jerry Geci, mons.)   12 cass.                                                

     Set in Wales at the time of the Plantagenets, this ambitious saga about the descendants of Llewelyn the Great, first true Prince of Wales, is a history of medieval Wales in dramatic and epic form.  The quartet of richly tapestried tales tells of Llewelyn's vision of one Wales, united against the English.   
CTC 3898 The Business of America: How consumers have replaced citizens and how we can reverse the trend. Landau, Saul. Routledge, NY & London, 2004.( Hank Weber, narr., Eugenia Zessos, mon.) 3 cass.

     This follow-up to Landau’s 2003 work, The Pre-Emptive Empire, succeeds in once again decoding the current political, socio-economic and environmental dimensions behind one of America's favorite exports, the culture of consumption, or shopping. He takes a fresh look at how, why and what we can do about replacing consumerism with civic involvement.   
CTC 3875 Celebrity Politics.   Darrell M. West & John Orman.       
Prentice Hall /Pearson Education, Inc., Saddle River, NJ, 2003.    

(Linda Duncan, narr., Victor Bengston, mon.) 3 cass. 

     This book bridges the gap between academic scholarship and the popular demand for knowledge about the history and contemporary role of celebrities in American politics and the long- term implications of this trend. It examines the intersection of prominent families with entertainment figures and shows the affect of celebrity hood on political and democratic culture.   
CTC 4128 Cherokee Sunset, a Nation Betrayed: A Narrative of Travail and Triumph, Persecution and Exile.  Carter, Samuel, III.  Doubleday & Co., NJ, 1976. (Claudia McClintock, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 6 cass.     
    Much of this narrative is drawn from the columns of the "Phoenix" the first Indian language newspaper allowing the Cherokees a chance, to tell their story in their own words. While the “Phoenix” published contemporary news, it also recorded Cherokee history, customs, legends and philosophy.  
CTC 3563 The Citadel by Robin Kursk. (Tom Kuser, mon., Sally Szoke, mon.) 4 cass. 

     This volume is an in-depth study of the largest battle and turning point of World War II. In two weeks in July 1943 the German army suffered its greatest defeat. Hitler ordered all his armour on the Eastern Front to destroy the Russians at Kursk. In what is regarded as the greatest battle ever fought, the Russian army was victorious. 
CTC 3874 Commander in Chief, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, His Lieutenants, and Their War.  Eric Larrabee. Blue Jacket Books, Naval Inst. Press, Annapolis, MD, 1987. (John Hart, narr., mult. mons.,) 13 cass.

     Few American presidents have exercised their constitutional authority as commander-in-chief with more determination than Franklin D.     

Roosevelt. He intervened in military operations and maneuvered events so    

that the Grand Alliance was directed from Washington. This expansive history examines the extent and importance of FDR's key military leaders with a chapter devoted to each man and the consequences of their decisions.      
CTC 3873 Conquered, Not Defeated. Peter Tveskov. Hellgate Press, Oregon, 2003. (Kirby Klump, narr., James Early, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Peter H. Tveskov, writing as an adult, reflects on his life as a child in German-occupied Denmark. As a non-Jewish Dane, Tveskov is one of a handful of writers who shows us the German occupation from the standpoint of an uninvolved bystander. With the innocence and objectivity of a child, Tveskov's memoir shows the German occupation of Denmark in a new light.  
CTC 4094 Dawn's Early Light. Lord, Walter. W.W. Norton & Co., NY, 1972.  (John Hansen, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.
     An account of the war of 1812 including descriptions of the capture and burning of Washington, D.C., the repulse of the British at Baltimore, and General Jackson's victory at New Orleans.  
CTC 3511 A Day in the Life of President Kennedy. Bishop, Jim.  Random Books, NY, 1964. (Tony Vecchiarelli, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass. 
     An hour-by-hour record of a typical day in the White House for President  Kennedy, his family, and the office and domestic staff, written by the last writer to have worked with President Kennedy.

CTC 3809 Death in the Tiergarten: murder and criminal justice in the Kaiser's Berlin. Hett, Benjamin. Harvard University Press, Boston, MA, 2004. (Linda Parnoff, narr.,  Sally Szoke, mon.) 5 cass.
      From the bustling Berlin square ringed by bleak slums to Moabit, site of the city’s most feared prison; this book illuminates the culture of criminal justice in late imperial Germany. Hett examines daily movement through the Berlin criminal courts and the array of characters who inhabited this world focusing on the culture of the courtroom, and sociological theories of crime.
CTC 4022 Defiance: The Bielski Partisans. Tec, Nechama.  Oxford Univ. Press, NY & Oxford, 1993.  (Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 6 cass.
      Nechama Tec offers a riveting history of a group of European Jews, a forest community in western Belorussia that would number more than 1,200 Jews by 1944.  The group included older people, women, and children - and was the largest armed rescue operation of Jews by Jews in World War II.   
CTC 3663 Denial and Deception: An Insider’s View of the CIA. Mahle, Melissa Boyle. Nation Books, Avalon Pub. Group, NY., 2004, ’06. (Carol Simpson Hewey, narr., Debbie Bourbeau, mon.) 6 cass. 

     The story of Melissa Boyle Mahle’s 14 year tenure with the CIA in the Middle East is a riveting and controversial view. 

CTC 3720 The Famine Ships. Laxton, Edward. Henry Holt, an Owl Book, NY,  (Victor LaFontane, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass. 

      Through the words of the passengers themselves, this book documents the tragic story of the emigration from Ireland during the potato famine of 1846-1851; and the history of the circumstances leading to the famine - the defining event in modern Irish history. More than a million people died of starvation and disease and another million left their homeland; an incredible chapter in American immigrant history and the Irish-American experience. 

CTC 4399  Farewell Espana: The World of the Sephardim Remembered. Sachar, Howard M., Vintage Books/Random House, NY, 1994. (Carlyne Labrecque, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 8 cass.                                                    

     In 1492, on the eve of Columbus's voyage, the last professing Jews in Spain were driven from the lands where they had known tolerance during seven centuries of Islamic rule. Those who left began new civilizations as far as Morocco, Turkey, Brazil and the Netherlands. This chronicle follows the diaspora in its passage across the Old and New Worlds up to the Holocaust.   
CTC 3948  50 Battles that Changed the World: The conflicts that most influenced the course of history. William Weir. New Page Books, The Career Press, Inc. Franklin Lakes, NJ, 2001. (George Arendt, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 7 cass.
     Rather than celebrating warfare, this book looks at 50 battles that the author believes had the most profound impact on world history with compelling explanations on why they were crucial to the shaping of the world today. The battles range from the ancient past to the present day, and span the globe many times over. It is not so much about military strategy as it is about the implications of the battles in shaping civilization. 
CTC 3808 Fire on the Beach: Recovering the Lost Story of Richard Etheridge.  David Wright and David Zoby. Oxford University Press, NY, 2000 (Gerry Cohen, narr., Joe Chasin, Ross Witteman, mons.) 5 cass.

     The heroic tale of the only all-black crew in the history of the United States Coast Guard whose courageous captain, Richard Etheridge, a former slave and Civil War veteran recruited and trained as whites refused to serve under him. Among the most courageous units, attitudes towards them ranged from curiosity to outrage until a hurricane hit the Outer Banks in the late 1890's. The crew rescued everyone aboard a wrecked vessel but went unrecognized until a posthumous award in 1996 by the Coast Guard.    
CTC 4165 For the Love of Prague.  Deitch, Gene. 1995.     
 (P.K. Allen, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.

     Oscar-winning animation filmmaker, Gene Deitch tells in his diary how it  was during communist times, through the eyes of the only American who lived in Prague continuously for 30 years during that era, and was free of control by the regime. All he wanted to do was make cartoon films and win the love of a remarkable woman.           
CTC 3867 Gag Rule: On the suppression of dissent and the stifling of democracy. Lapham, Lewis H., Penguin Books, New York, NY, 2004.    (Christopher Brown, narr., Kim Brown, mon.) 3 cass.     
     Award-winning author Lewis Lapham, issues an urgent warning about the strangling of meaningful dissent-the lifeblood of democracy-at the hands of a government and media increasingly beholden to a wealthy few. Voices of protest have been locked out of the mainstream conversation and marginalized by a government that disregards civil liberties and a profit-driven media that sweeps the uncomfortable truths out of view. 
CTC 3866 German Boy, A Child in War by Wolfgang W.E. Samuel. Univ. Press of Miss., 2009. (Harold Silver, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 7 cass. 

     This book records the author’s experiences as a young boy in Germany at the conclusion of World War II and the years immediately after. It is also the story of the German tragedy as seen through the eyes of a boy forced to come to grips with a world that rewarded what is ignoble in man, the horrible consequences of war, and the extreme living conditions.
CTC 3718 Giving Up the Gun: Japan’s Reversion to the Sword, 1543-1879. Perrin, Noel. Godine Pub., 1979. (Gerry Cohen, narr., Joe Chain, Rose Wiltman, mons.) 2 cass. 

     A fascinating story that Perrin tells marvelously well with rich detail as tight and elegant as haiku of Japan's introduction to, mastery of, and subsequent abandonment of the gun – in favor of the sword. 
CTC 4086 A &B Grandees: America's Sephardic Elite. Birmingham, Stephen. Syracuse Univ. Pr., NY, 1971. (Harold Silver, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 7 cass.   
     The Sephardic Jews began a tradition of wealth, pride, and exclusiveness that continues to this day. Stephen Birmingham sheds light on this segment of Jewish society who shunned publicity and viewed other Jews as peasants. He traces their origins to medieval Spain and writes of their ancestors who included some leading poets, philosophers, physicians and scientists.  
CTC 3865. Great Fortune: The Epic of Rockefeller Center. Okrent, Daniel. Penguin Books, NY, 2003. ( Lynn Chirico, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 9 cass.

      An absorbing look at the social and cultural history of New York in the first half of the 20th Century, told through the prism of the greatest construction project in American history; a vividly rendered account of Rockefeller Center's formative years.       
CTC 3839 Her War: American Women in WWII. Dobie, Kathryn S. and Eleanor Lang,editors.  iUniverse Inc., NY, 2003. (Susan Barlow, narr. Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.

     American women tell the personal, largely unknown stories of their experiences serving their country in World War II. Their courage, endurance and humor shine through these first-hand accounts that are not recalled through a 60-year haze of memory but carry the immediacy of the moment.
CTC 3979  The Immortal Dinner: A Famous Evening of Genius & Laughter in Literary London. Hughes-Hallett, Penelope. New Amsterdam Book, Chicago, Ill.  2002. (Stanley Kavan, narr., Beatrice Ball, mon.) 4 cass.                         
     On December 28, 1817, the eccentric painter B.R. Haydon gave a famous dinner party in his painting room in London and wrote of it in his diary. He invited among others, three of the greatest literary lights of his age; John Keats, William Wordsworth and Charles Lamb. The rare spirits are captured using many of their own words from letters and diaries and are vividly brought to life against a backdrop of social change in Britain.  
CTC 3715 Imperial America: Reflections on the United States of Amnesia by Gore Vidal. Nation Books, Avalon Pub., NY, 2004. (Bob O’Brien, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.
     In his most devastating autopsy of contemporary America yet, Vidal finds..."we have ceased to be a nation under law but a homeland where the withered Bill of Rights like a dead vine clings to our pseudo-Roman columns”. America has become an "Enron-Pentagon prison", a land of ballooning budget deficits with tax cuts for the privileged; creeping totalitarianism of the Justice department and homegrown imperialists that have privatized and stolen democracy.

CTC 3807 The Language of Silence: West German Literature and the Holocaust. Schlant, Ernestine. Routledge, New York & London, 1999.     

(Linda Duncan, narr., Vic, Bengtsen, mon.) 5 cass.  
     One of the most important books on West German culture since the fall of the wall details how the Holocaust remains the central preoccupation of non-Jewish writers and thinkers from 1949 to the present. Schlant provides revealing insights into the positive transformation of guilt into art.      
CTC 3677 Naked in Baghdad. Garrels, Anne. Picador/Farrar, Straus & Giroux, NY, 2003. (Marjorie Rogers, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Veteran National Public Radio correspondent Anne Garrels, embedded with U.S. military forces in Baghdad, chronicles her observations before and during the 2003 second Gulf War. Includes correspondence with her husband, Vint Lawrence, and the hardships endured by her Iraqi driver.

CTC 3929 Once Upon a Time in New York: Jimmy Walker,         
Franklin Roosevelt, and the Last Great Battle of the Jazz Age.               

Mitgang, Herbert. The Free Press/Simon & Schuster, NY 2000. 
(Dolores Kleffmann, narr., Fran Crowley, mon.) 4 cass.

     An unforgettable portrait of Roosevelt's courage against machine control in New York and his prosecution of Jimmy Walker, nightclubbing Mayor of New York.  Behind Walker lurked Tammany Hall, the powerful Democratic political machine that ruled New York City. A real-life fable as outrageous as today's headlines and as lively as the jazz of the era. 
CTC 3708 The Origins of the Second World War. Taylor, A.J.P.  Simon & Schuster, NY, 1961. (Dave Sheraga, narr., Sandy Corday, mon.) 5 cass. 

     One of the most popular and controversial historians of the twentieth century, A. J. P. Taylor caused outrage with this scandalous bestseller. Debunking what were accepted truths about World War II, he argued that Hitler blundered into war partly by accident aided by the shortcomings of others. Fiercely attacked, Taylor's stringent re-examination of the events preceding the Nazi invasion of Poland opened up new debate, and is now recognized as a brilliant piece of scholarly research. 

CTC 3655 The Politically Incorrect Guide to the Constitution. Gutzman, Kevin. Regnery Pub., Washington, D.C., 2007.  (Linda Sundell, narr., Terry Swan, mon.)  4 cass. 

     This lively interpretation of the Court and the Constitution by Professor Gutzman about the meaning of law and the ideas which shape this nation make this an outstanding work for anyone interested in Constitutional history and the debates which inform our understanding of law.

CTC 3905  Private Woman in Public Spaces: Barbara Jordan's Speeches on Ethics, Public Religion and Law. Holmes, Barbara A.         
Trinity Press International, Harrisburg, PA, 2000.  (Cathy Oneglia, narr., Deborah Sofferman, mon.) 4 cass                                                               

     This provocative and creative work offers the first comprehensive analysis of Jordan's electrifying speeches and her passion for education and public service  with particular emphasis on the ways her moral vision informed her public work. 

CTC 3799 Running the world: the inside story of the National Security Council and the architects of American power by David J. Rothkopf. Perseus Books, MA, 2005. (Stan Vogel, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 10 cass.
     An account of the perspectives and interactions of an array of Washington insiders in dealing with international crises since WWII.
CTC 4058  Shakespeare and the Jews. James Shapiro. Columbia Univ. Press, NY, 1996.  (Gerry Cohen, narr., multiple mons.) 6 cass.                                                        
     This book is concerned with what Shakespeare and his contemporaries thought about Jews with intelligent analysis by Shapiro. While there were not many Jews in England at this time, it was nonetheless a society surprisingly preoccupied with Jewish questions.  
CTC 4067 Shopping Cart Soldiers.  John Mulligan. Curbstone Press, Willimantic, CT, 1997. (Gerry Cohen with P.K. Allen, narrs.)   3 cass. 
     Set against the backdrop of the Vietnam War, this odyssey to the heart of war and its appalling aftermath is told through the eyes of a Scottish immigrant, drafted to fight for America while still a British citizen. His story is of an "empty" man, who loses his soul in the jungles of Vietnam, and his struggle, to the core of Being, to find his soul. Strong language, violence.                                                       

CTC 3955 Soldiers in the Shadows: Unknown warriors who changed the course of History. William Weir. New Page Books, Career Press, Inc. Franklin Lakes, NJ, 2002.(Hank Weber, narr., Eugenia Zessos, mon.) 5 cass.  

     This book tells of ten warriors who are not well known but changed the world we live in.  Each one of them faced almost unbelievable odds and won. Controversial or heroic, these are their stories and their adventures.                                                                                                              
CTC 4064 Statue for America: The first 100 years of the Statue of Liberty. Harris, Jonathan. Macmillan /Four WindsPr., NY, 1985. (Leon Najman, Susan Barlow, narrs. Terry Tarnowski, Gerry Cohen, mons.) 3 cass. 

     An impeccably researched account of America's honored Lady, the Statue of Liberty. The wealthy opposed her, but the common people of France gave their francs, and Americans contributed their dollars for her pedestal.  Her sculptor, Bartholdi, never gave up hope that someday she would reign in New York Harbor. Generations of immigrants and visitors from all over the world have passed under her torch. 
CTC 4063 The Suppression of the African Slave Trade to the United States of America, 1638-1870. W.E.B.Dubois, Phd.  Corner House Pubs., MA., 1970 ed..(Claudia McClintock, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 5 cass.

     Throughout the history of slavery in the United States, efforts were continuously made by individuals, groups and governments to control, limit or suppress the profitable slave trade with Africa. This scholarly study by the renowned historian, records these efforts in fascinating detail from colonial times to approximately 1870.   
CTC 3516 Supreme Power, Franklin Roosevelt vs. The Supreme Court by Jeff Shesol. W.W.  Norton & Co., NY, 2010. (John Hart, narr., Ginny Potter, )  

     Beginning in 1935, in a series of devastating decisions, the Supreme
 Court’s conservative majority left much of FDR’s agenda in ruins. The pillars of the New Deal fell in short succession and democracy itself stood on trial. In February 1937, Roosevelt struck back with an audacious plan to expand the Court to fifteen justices—and to “pack” the new seats with people who shared his belief in a “living” Constitution.

CTC 3595 Tippecanoe and Tyler Too: Famous Slogans and Catchphrases in American History by Jan R. Van Meter. Univ. of Chicago Press, 2008. (Gerry Van Meter Cohen, narr., Multiple mons.) 7 cass. 
     Each one of Van Meter’s thoroughly researched selections turns clichés back into history by telling the life stories of the words that have served as our most powerful battle cries, rallying points, laments, and inspirations; and influences in our culture.
 
CTC 4344  A Treasury of American Folklore: Stories, Ballads, and Traditions of the People. Edited by B.A.Botkin,  Foreword by Carl Sandburg.  Bonanza Books, NY, 1944. (Jerry Geci, narr., Charlotte Organschi, Stanley Senzimer, mons.) 18 cass.                                                    
     A rich and unusual anthology containing over 500 stories, over 100 songs, and favorite tales to tell around campfires, a large assortment of legendary heroes, jests, and tall tales from all areas of the country, the lore of the mountains, plains, and deserts, and folktales of witches, ghosts, and devils. Edited by the folklore expert for the Library of Congress and President of the American Folklore Society.
CTC 3900 Trying Neaira: The true story of a courtesan's scandalous life in Ancient Greece. Hamel, Debra. Yale University Press, New Haven, 2003.  (Carol Simpson Hewet, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Neaira grew up in a Corinthian brothel in the fourth century B.C. and became one of the city-state's priciest courtesans while yet a teenager. Her life was riddled with lawsuits, court-trials and the most sordid details of her life were revealed. After a speech delivered by the prosecutor, Neaira's freedom lay in the juror's hands. Hamel explains the significance of the trial and illuminates the world of ancient Greece. Some sexual descriptions.    
CTC 3923  Victoria's Daughters. Packard, Jerroid. St. Martin's Griffin,  

NY, 1998.  (Susan Stern, narr., Ann Lovallo, mon.) 6 cass.                                                         

     Five historically unique sisters, born to a sovereign who ruled over a quarter of the earth's people and gave her name to an era, Queen Victoria. The author examines this generation of royal women who were dominated by their mother, married off for political advantage and passed over entirely for the throne, giving insight into their complex, often tragic lives and times.     
CTC 3732 What Jane Austen Ate and Charles Dickens Knew: From Fox Hunting to Whist -the Facts of Daily life in 19th Century England by Daniel Pool. Simon & Schuster, NY, 1993. (Lawson Ward, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 4 cass. 

     A delightful reader's companion that lights up the literary dark and clarifies rules, regulations, and customs that governed life in Victorian England providing intriguing details on the Church, Parliament, dinner parties, sex  and country houses. An illuminating glossary gives the meaning and significance of terms and other curiosities of the day.                          

CTC 3950  Where the Bodies Are: Final Visits to the Rich, Famous & Interesting.  Brooks, Patricia.  The Globe Pequot Press, Guilford, CT, 2002.  (Debra Johnson, narr., Grace Lewis, mon.) 5 cass.       

     Visiting the final resting places of famous personalities and historical figures is a celebration of fascinating lives and an illuminating look into the past. Author Patricia Brooks "unearths" nearly a thousand intriguing characters whose legacies live on. Includes information on cemetery locations and hours; tours, walks and special events; and original homesteads or museums located nearby. 

CTC 3646 The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the Great American Dust Bowl by Timothy Egan. Houghton Mifflin, NY, 2006. ( P.K. Allen, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Pulitzer Prize-winning New York Times reporter recounts the experiences of homesteaders who remained on their land during the 1930s dust storms that ravaged the southern Great Plains. Egan examines both human and ecological aspects of the disaster and the effects on survivors' daily lives, health, and communities. National Book Award. 2006.
BIOGRAPHY and MEMOIRS

CTC 3487 American Eve: Evelyn Nesbit, Stanford White: The Birth of the "It" Girl and the Crime of the Century.  Uburuhu, Paula. Riverhead Books, NY, 2008. 
     By her sixteenth birthday in 1900, Evelyn Nesbit was the most photo-graphed woman of her era, the standard for female beauty. Her innocent sexuality was used to sell everything from chocolates to perfume. But when her insanely jealous millionaire husband, Harry K. Thaw, murdered her lover, New York City architect Stanford White; the most famous woman in the world found herself at the center of the “Crime of the Century”.

CTC 4385 And There Was Light: Autobiography of Jacques Lusseyran, Blind Hero of the French Resistance. Parabola, NY, 1963. (P.K. Allen, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.)  4 cass.

     Blinded at seven, Lusseyran was a teenager when the Nazis invaded France. After he joined the Resistance, his group was turned in by informers and imprisoned. He tells of surviving in a German concentration camp until the war's end at the age of twenty. 
CTC 3731 (Arriving) Where We Started by Barbara Probst Solomon.   Great Marsh Press, 1972. (Gerry Cohen, narr.,  Sue Vita, mon.) 4 cass. 

     An American girl's memoir of her trip to post-World War II  Europe to understand the Holocaust.
CTC 3617 Astaire, the Man, the Dancer, the Life of Fred Astaire. Thomas, Bob with Fred Astaire. St. Martin’s Press, NY, 1984. (Stanley Kavan, narr., Bea Ball, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Drawing upon his 40-year friendship with Astaire, Thomas recreates the life and work of the man whose grace, style and work are always admired. He incorporates Astaire’s comments on his youth, his choreography, and his two marriages.
CTC 3848 The Best Day the Worst Day, Life with Jane Kenyon.  Hall, Donald. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston and New York, 2005.    

(Jerry Geci, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 4 cass.                              

    Donald Hall’s memoir and celebration of his marriage of "deep intimacy and great happiness" to Jane Kenyon and a hauntingly spare portrait of the illness that ended it. He relates his joy of Jane’s growing power as a poet and the couple's careful accommodations toward each other as writers.   

CTC 3945  Bingo Night at the Fire Hall: The case for cows, orchards, bake sales and fairs. Holland, Barbara.    Harcourt Brace & Co., NY, 1997.    
(Helen Townsend, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 5 cass.       
    In 1990, the author inherited her mother's summer cabin in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. She quit her job in Philadelphia, said good-by to families and friends and moved to a different world where she wrestled with winter isolation and learned to live with wildlife. Just as she was getting used to this world, it began to change; suburbs, malls and highways took the place of pigs and peaches. She explores these changes with an irresistible wit.  

CTC 3589 A Charmed Life: Growing Up in MacBeth’s Castle by Liza Campbell. Thomas Dunne Books, NY, 2007. (Jeanne Lancaster, narr., Jerry Geci, mon.) 4 cass.

     Edged with relentless wit, this contemporary fairytale or nightmarish memoir tells what it is like to grow up as a maiden in a castle with enormous privilege.  Painstakingly honest and thoroughly entertaining, this memoir gives fiction a run for its money. 
CTC 3846 Confessions of a Dangerous Mind, an unauthorized autobiography by Chuck Barris. Miramax Books, NY, 2002. ( Lawson Ward, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 4 cass. 
     Suspense, excess, danger, and exuberant fun come together in this unlikely autobiography- the tale of a wildly flambovant 1970's television producer, better known as the infamous host of The Gong Show. Barris claims to have joined the CIA as an agent in the early 1960's. His confessions have been turned into a movie but the original story is gripping.                                                                                       

CTC 4224  Conversations with Katherine Ann Porter, Refugee from  Indian Creek.  Lopez, Enrique Hank. Little, Brown & Co., Boston, 1981.   

(Carol S. Hewey, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 5 cass.              

     A restless, enigmatic loner who could never settle down, Porter’s brilliantly disciplined prose sang with the dark and difficult truths of 20th century human experience. This chronicle of a controversial author, her remarkable literary career, the events, opinions, and passions of her life are recalled by her during weeks of taped conversations with friend, E.H. Lopez. 

CTC 3615 Crazy Horse, a Life. McMurtry, Larry. Penguin, NY, 1999. (John Hart, narr., Ginny Potter, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Legends cloud the life of Crazy Horse, an enigma even to his own people. This superb biography looks back across more than one-hundred and twenty years at the life and death of this great Sioux warrior who became a reluctant leader at the Battle of Little Bighorn and whose betrayal by white representatives of the U.S. Govt. was a tragic turning point in U.S. history. 
CTC 3942  Dear Juliette: Letters of May Sarton to Juliette Huxley. Sherman, Susan.  W.W. Norton & Company, New York and London,  

1999. (Barbara Friend, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 7 cass.           

     May Sarton's love for Juliette Huxley ignited the first moment she saw her in 1936, and transcended sixty years of friendship, passion, silence and reconciliation. Although the relationship was rife with complications and misunderstandings, the deep love and compassion they shared prevailed. Sarton’s complexities are seen in the breadth and variation of these letters.                                

CTC 3895 The Good Life. Bennett, Tony w/Will Friedwald. Pocket Books, Simon & Schuster, NY, 1998. (Stan Kavan, narr., Bea Ball, mon.) 4 cass.       

     A wonderfully revealing self-portrait of Tony Bennett as he really is; an unpretentious and thoughtful human being - a "humanist”.  His key to success is his constant dedication in pursuit of excellence. Through all of his personal and artistic challenges, he has remained an American treasure, an enduring artist and a true class act.     
CTC 4080  In the Hands of Providence: Joshua L. Chamberlain and the American Civil War. Trulock, Alice Rains. University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill , 1992. (Art Bradbury, narr. Gerry Cohen, mon.) 8 cass.                            
     This biography traces the remarkable life of Joshua Chamberlain, the professor-turned-soldier who led the Twentieth Maine Regiment to glory at Gettysburg, earned a battlefield promotion from Ulysses S. Grant and was wounded six times during the Civil War. Chosen to accept the Confederate surrender at Appomattox, Chamberlain endeared himself with his salutation of Robert E. Lee's vanquished army. He went on to serve four terms as governor of Maine and became President of Bowdoin College.      

CTC 3751 Jane Austen, A Penguin Life.  Carol Shields. A Lipper/Penguin Book, NY, 2001. (Rosemary Farnsworth, narr., Ann Lovallo mon.)  2 cass.

     Shields follows the superb and beloved novelist revealing both the very private woman and the acclaimed author behind enduring classics. With its fascinating insights into the writing process, this magnificent biography is a compelling meditation on how great fiction is created.  

CTC 3974  Lafayette. Unger, Harlow Giles. John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2002.    

(Charlotte Organschi, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 8 cass.   

     An intimate, detailed, and romantic portrait of the heroic young French soldier, Lafayette who at nineteen, renounced a life of luxury in Paris and Versailles to fight and bleed for liberty in America. A major general in the Continental army, he quickly earned the love of his troops, commanders and George Washington, who called him his adopted son. 

CTC 4244  The Life and Adventures of a Quaker Among the Indians. Battey, Thomas.  Corner House Pub., Williamstown, Mass., 1875-reprinted 1972.   (Kelvin Lucy, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 4 cass.             

     Thomas C. Battey, a missionary and teacher who lived among Indians for three years, was an intelligent and perceptive observer gaining insight and understanding of the Indian's point of view; mediating in the conflicts between white men and Indians thus preventing unnecessary bloodshed.  His journal & letters form a first person account of Indian life in the 19th century. 

CTC 3971 Lincoln as I Knew Him: Gossip, Tributes, and Revelations from His Best Friends and Worst Enemies.  Holzer, Harold, editor.                                          

Algonquin Books,NC, 1999. (Donald Cody, narr., Anne Cody, mon.) 3 cass.    

     A fascinating collection of 19th century letters, diary entries, book excerpts, and speeches written by people who actually met Abraham Lincoln. These selections, along with lively comments from editor, Harold Holzer, take us from Lincoln's boyhood to his assassination; adding up to an unusual, very intimate portrait of a complex man. 

CTC 4077  Marcel Proust. White, Edmund. The Penguin Group/Viking Books, NY, 1999. (Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass.                                                                                  

     In this brilliant portrait, Edmund White displays a rare understanding of this fascinating and complex man, one of the most influential writers of the twentieth century. A strange reclusive genius rewriting his masterpiece, or a tireless socialite attending the grandest parties - dazzling guests with his vivacity and wit; Proust was a lonely, closeted homosexual. 

CTC 3805 Max Perkins: Editor of Genius by A. Scott Berg. Riverhead Books, NY, 1978. (Jeff Bouvier, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 8 cass. 

     An outstanding biography exploring the fascinating life of this editor extraordinaire in professional and personal domains. He had intensely intimate relationships with leading literary talents of the day; among those he nurtured were F.Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, and Thomas Wolfe. 
CTC 3712 Meant to Be, a memoir.  Anderson, Walter.  Harper Collins Pub.,NY, 2003. (Art Bradbury, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass. 
     Acclaimed author Walter Anderson was editor of Parade magazine for 20 years. His touching memoir is the true story of a son who discovers that he is his mother's deepest secret. When the abusive man who Walter knew as his father dies, Walter discovers he was not his real father and so begins his remarkable journey toward self-discovery.
CTC 3713. The Medium and the Messenger, a biography of Marshall McLuhan by Philip Marchand. MIT Press, Cambridge, MA, 1989. (George Arendt, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 6 cass.

     Considered by some as the oracle of the electric age, as a charlatan by others; many of McLuhan's predictions are coming true with eerie accuracy. Such McLuhan phrases as "Global Village" and "the medium is the message" show his genius as a media guru in foreseeing cultural upheavals.
CTC 4076 Memoirs, 1885-1967.  Maurois, Andre. Harper & Row Pubs., NY, 1942. Ledlie Laughlin, narr., John Hart, mon. ) ?? cass. 

     This autobiography of one of most distinguished literary men of this century begins with his idyllic family background, school years and life as a young soldier. He went on to rebuild the family business after the war but disengaged himself to become a writer and a successful biographer. His memoirs reveal a man of action, intellect, and profound tenderness.   

CTC 4172 Memoirs of Greece: The Years of the Nazi Occupation 1941-1944. Peter B.Gram M.D., Grames Printing, Inc., Manchester, CT                                           

1999. (Judd Welles, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 4 cass.

    Born in Russia and reared in Greece, Dr. Peter Gram graduated from Athens College, in 1939. During medical school, Dr. Gram was a member of the Athens underground, joining the OSS for the last two years of the war.  This book written entirely from memory is not truly an historical document, yet most events and actions were experienced by the author personally. 
CTC 3833 The Mitford Girls: The Biography of an Extraordinary Family. Lovell, Mary S. Abacus/Time Warner Book Group, London, UK               
2001. (Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 8 cass.   

     The six daughters of the charming, eccentric David, Lord Redesdale and his wife, Sydney were far from ordinary. The span of their lives encompassed the most traumatic century in Britain's history and the status to which they were born into make for a fascinating story.          
CTC 3932  My Mark Twain. Howells, William Dean.  Dover Publications,                                 

Mineola, NY, 1997.  (Jerry Geci, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 5 cass.                                                                                                    
     First published in 1910, this memoir by American novelist William Dean Howells draws on his intimate 40-year friendship with Mark Twain. Long periods of time spent in the company of the celebrated humorist gave him an unparalleled opportunity to observe Twain and to offer perceptive insights into the spirit and style of Twain's writing. Brimming with affection and humor, the book not only captures Twain's spirit but also presents a vivid picture of a rare friendship between two gifted writers. 

CTC 3776 Mysteries of My Father by Thomas Fleming. John Wiley and Sons, NJ, 2005. (Tom Kuser, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 5 cass. 
     In this memoir, we watch Teddy Fleming rise in the Irish-American political machine which dominated New Jersey for thirty-two years. Thomas Fleming tells the public and private stories - his parents' violent quarrels and his mother’s attempts to make her son an antagonist against the man she pubicly admired and privately disdained.

CTC 4240  Narrative of Sojourner Truth; a Bondswoman of Olden Time, with a History of Her Labors and Correspondence. Drawn from her "book of Life”   Painter, Nell Irvin.  Penguin Books, NY 1998. Pub in U.S. in 1850. 1884 ed. (Lynn Chirico, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 6 cass.                                                                  

     A symbol of the strength of African-American women, and a champion of the rights of all women, Sojourner Truth was an illiterate former slave named Isabella who became a powerful orator. Dictated to a neighbor and first published in 1850, Truth's celebrated story chronicles her life as a slave in New York State, her 1827 emancipation, her religious experiences, and her transformation into an extraordinary abolitionist, feminist, and speaker.

CTC 4008  The Neglected and Abused: A Physician's Year in Haiti.  Bentivegna, Joseph F. M.D., Michelle Pub. Co., Rocky Hill, CT., 1991.  (Robert O'Brien, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.                       

     Upon completing his internship, Dr. Bentivegna, an ophthalmologist with a practice in Connecticut, did something he always wanted to do- work in a Third World country as a physician helping the poor with the skills he had acquired. He chose Haiti, the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. Though he helped many and saved many lives, he realized he was losing the battle. He wrote this book to bring attention to the larger picture.
CTC 3745 No More Words: A Journal of My Mother Anne Morrow Lindberg. Reeve Lindberg. Simon & Schuster, NY, 2001.

Roxana Laughlin, narr., ? mon.) ? cass.

     Reeve writes with great sensitivity a moving and compassionate memoir of the final seventeen months of her mother's life while also analyzing her own conflicting feelings. Anyone who has cared for an elderly parent disabled by Alzheimer's or stroke will understand the heartache and find comfort in the story.                                                                                                                          

CTC 3931 Noah Webster: The Life and Times of an American Patriot.

Unger, Harlow Giles. John Wiley & Sons, Inc., NY, 1998. (Linda Parnoff, narr., Anthony Sally, mon.) 7 cass.                                          

     In the first major biography of Noah Webster in over sixty years, Unger creates an intriguing portrait of the United States as a confident young country, even when independence was fragile and the future unclear. He brilliantly restores Webster's monumental legacy as a teacher, legislator, philosopher, lawyer, editor, and one of history's most profoundly influential lexicographers.  

CTC 4071 Portrait of Max: An Intimate Memoir of Sir Max Beerbohm 

S.N. Behrman. Random House, NY, 1960. (David Belman, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.)

     Mr. Behrman's conversations with Max Beerbohm have produced an informal, intimate and exquisitely wrought portrait of a man who called     himself "an interesting link with the past". The reminiscences wander over   

Sir Max's life as a novelist, essayist, critic and supreme caricaturist and a member of the leading literary and theatrical circles of the late nineteenth century, an era that may never be equaled.                                      

CTC 3856 A&B The Quiet Warrior: A Biography of Admiral Raymond A. Spruance.  Thomas B. Buell. Naval Institute Press, Annapolis, Maryland                                            

7 cass.           
     This biography is an attempt to rediscover the shy and almost unknown Admiral Spruance, a professional navel officer, who commanded the greatest, most powerful fleet in the battleground of the Pacific Ocean where he fought the naval campaigns of WWII. By an act of fate, he was given command of two aircraft carriers that won the Battle of Midway, the American victory that stopped the momentum of the Japanese navy. 
CTC 3494 Red Leather Diary: Reclaiming a life through the page of a lost journal by Lily Koppel., Harper, NY., 2008. (Claire Copen, narr.,     Shel Seconde, mon.)   4 cass. 

     For more than half-a-century, the red leather diary languished inside a steamer trunk. Rescued from a dumpster on Manhatten’s Upper West Side, it found its way to Lily Koppel, a young writer who opened its tarnished brass lock and journeyed into a breathtaking portrait of a bygone New York and the hopes and dreams of an enduring teenager.  Through an inscription, Koppel was able to reunite the diary with its owner.
CTC 3961 Robert Frost, a life.  Parini, Jay. Henry Holt & Co., New York             

1999.  (Marjorie Rogers, narr., Marie meisel, mon.) 7 cass. 

     A fascinating look at America's most popular and famous poet reveals a complex and puzzling man. Jay Parini spent more than twenty years interviewing friends of Frost and working in the poet's archives at Dartmouth to produce this definitive and insightful portrait of him. He depicts not only the stages of Frost's life, but explores the poet's psyche, and how he dealt with adversity, tragedy and depression.  

CTC 3626 Sandpiper The Life and Letters of Celia Thaxter Thaxter,   Rosamond. Peter Randall Pub., NH. (Ginny LaFontana, narr., Gerry Cohen,   mon.) 4 cass. 

     A biography of literary artist, Celia Thaxter written by her granddaughter, based on family records and traditions. The biography incorporates her home on the isles of Shoals, her family, friends and favorite poems.
CTC 3738 Sarah Orne Jewett: Her World and Her Work. Blanchard, Paula. Perseus Books, NY, 1994.(Charlotte Organschi, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 7 cass. 

     Known for her masterpiece, "The Country of the Pointed Firs", Jewett is a writer with enormous resonance for our time; her fascination with place, traditional values, and a yearning for a rural utopia are all found in her portrayal of the grand and simple lives of coastal Maine. Blanchard deliciously portrays Jewett in her literary circles and close friendships with insightful glimpses into her fiction.

CTC 3884 The Seven Stairs: An Adventure of the Heart. Brent, Stuart.  Touchstone /Simon & Schuster, NY, 1962. (Jerry Geci, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 3 cass.   
     The famous story of an ex-GI who turned his passion for reading into a
 bookstore that became a mecca for book lovers across America. Filled with personal anecdotes about pioneering publishers and editors, and celebrated authors, such as Ernest Hemingway, this exuberant memoir reveals the strategies and beliefs that made him a revered independent bookseller.  

CTC 3825 Shanghai Diary: A Young Girl's Journey from Hitler's Hate to War-Torn China. Bacon, Ursula. Milwaukie Press, Milwaukie, Oregon,                                                
2002. (Charlotte Organschi, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 4 cass.  

     By the late 1930's, Europe sat on the brink of a world war. Many Jewish families in Germany fled to the only open port available to them-Shanghai- with its promise of safety. Instead of storybook China, they found overcrowded streets teeming with beggars, opium dens, and prostitutes. Amid these conditions, Ursula learned resourcefulness and found within a fierce determination to survive.                                                      

CTC 3883 Sixpence House: Lost in a Town of Books. Collins, Paul.                           

Bloomsbury, New York &London, 2003. (David Belman, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.   

     Paul Collins and his family abandoned the hills of San Francisco to move to the Welsh countryside, the village of Hay-on-Wye, the "Town of Books" that boasts fifteen hundred inhabitants and forty bookstores. A sanctuary for book lovers, this memoir is also a meditation on the meaning of books.                 
CTC 3957 Sixty Years of Yachts.  Julyan, Herbert E. Hutchinson & Co., Ltd., London & NY. (Marjorie Rogers, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 3 cass.

     These memories of a well-known yacht broker, who went into the business in the 1880's yield a harvest of delightful anecdotes, ranging from King Edward VII to Arnold Bennett and including American millionaires and foreign Royalties. 
CTC 3797 Sweet Promised Land. Laxalt, Robert. University of Nevada Press, 1957. ( Jeff Bouvier, Narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Laxalt paints an affectionate portrait of his father, telling the story that connects immigrant families everywhere in America. As a Basque-American, Laxalt returns home for a visit after living nearly 50 years on the ranges of the American West. Accompanied by his son, he travels to the village of his youth in the French Pyrenees. The nostalgic trip ends poignantly as he realizes America has become his true home.         
CTC 3569 These is My Words: The Diary of Sarah Agnes Prine, 1881-1919; Arizona Territories, a novel by Nancy Turner. Harper Perennial, 1998. ( Claire Coppen, narr., Sue Vita, mon.) 6 cass. 

     The classic adventure of one courageous woman’s life and struggles in the Arizona Territories in the late nineteenth century, inspired by the author’s family memoirs.
CTC 3623 The Times We Had: Life with William Randolph Hearst. Davies, Marion. Bobbs-Merrill Co., Inc., 1975. ( Lori Wenke, narr., Dorothy Wright, mon.) 4 cass. 

     This book is an intimate look at life as the mistress of William Randolph Hearst by Hollywood Star Marion Davies. Using taped reminiscences, the movie star tells what life was like with the wealthy publisher during Hollywood's heyday. 
CTC 4059 A Tuscan Childhood. Beevor, Kinta. Vintage Books/Random House, Inc., NY 1993. (Charlotte Organschi, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 4 cass.      

     All the beauty and enchantment of the Tuscan countryside is captured in this exquisite memoir of Kinta Beevor's idyllic bohemian childhood, spent with her family in their Italian castle in the years between the two world wars. In 1916 Kinta's father, the painter Aubrey Waterfield, purchased the 16th century Fortezza della Brunella in the Tuscan village of Aulla and with his writer wife lived at the heart of a vibrant artistic community.     
CTC 3439 A View of the Ocean by Jan de Hartog. Pantheon Books, NY, 2007. (Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms, mon.) 1 cass. 

     The story of a famous author's love for his parents, and particularly his mother who died from cancer and his desperate efforts to care for her. Both the author and his mother lived through the horrors of World War II and the author has shown that every single death is a tragedy from which the survivors must learn and find meaning to go on living.                                                           

CTC 3697 When the Music Stopped: Discovering My Mother. Cottle, Thomas. SUNY, Albany, NY, 2004. ( Ledley Laughlin, narr., John Hart, mon.) 5 cass. 
     Once a child prodigy, Gitta Gradova traveled the world as an internationally acclaimed concert pianist but decided to forfeit a brilliant career for the sake of motherhood.  Using written records, interviews, and personal reminiscences, her son reconstructs and their relationship.
Cultural Heritage Stories

CTC 3668 After the Dance: A Walk Through Carnival in Jacmel, Haiti. Danticat, Edwidge. Crown Pub., NY, 2002. (Rhoda. Laughlin, narr., Beth Steinberg, mon.) 2 cass. 
     Twenty years after emigrating to America, Danticat (Breath, Eyes, Memory) returns to her native Haiti and the coastal village of Jacmel to take part in her first Carnival but not without reservations. This is her memoir and travelogue about rediscovering herself and the culture of Haiti.
CTC 3847 Black Narcissus.  Rumer Godden. Pan Macmillan,                  

London, 1939.  (Katie Aziz, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 3 cass.  
     Through the cool, bright air of the Himalayan mountains near    

Darjeeling, the old Palace of the General shines like a pale jewel. The General's son has bestowed it upon the disciplined Sisters of Mercy. But    

will they be able to stay?        
CTC 4411 Blacker Than a Thousand Midnights. Susan Straight. Anchor Books/Doubleday, NY,1994. (George Arendt, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 6 cass. 

     Darnell Tucker is a young black man working as a firefighter and at odd jobs, trying to keep on the straight and narrow, struggling to establish himself and find a job that supports his young family. He is drawn to the destructive beauty of fires and wilder, untamed forces. His search for balance propels this very moving story. Some strong language.

CTC 3761 Bread Givers.  Yezierska, Anzia.  Persea Books, New York, 1925 (Linda Sundell, narr., Delores Kleffman, mon.) 3 cass. 
     This masterwork of American immigrant literature is set in the 1920's on the Lower East Side of Manhattan and tells the story of Sara Smolinsky, the daughter of an Orthodox rabbi, who rebels against her father's rigid conception of Jewish womanhood.  A moving account of the cultural struggles immigrants face over family, obligation, and independence. 

CTC 3816  Breakfast with the Nikolides and A Red Doe. Godden, Rumer.  Pan/Macmillan, London, 1942.  (Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.                                 

     The story of a British family in India whose relationships are as fragile and complicated with each other as they are with the country and it’s people. The death of the family’s dog forces them to confront their problems.

CTC 4256 Brown Girl, Brownstones.  Marshall, Paule. The Feminist Press/ CUNY, 1959. (Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 5 cass. 
     The enduring story of a most extraordinary woman in Brooklyn    

during the Depression and World War II. Selina Boyce, daughter of
 Barbadian immigrants is caught between the struggles of her ambitious mother who wants a house and education for her daughter, and her father who longs to return to Barbados. She defines her identity while surmounting racism and poverty, in one family's attempt to achieve the American Dream. 

CTC 3538 The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway, Penguin Books, NY, 2008. (Barbara Plude, narr., Liz Thompson, mon.) 2 cass.
     In a city under siege, four people whose lives have been upended are ultimately reminded of what it is to be human.  A musician takes up his cello to play music in defiance of the bloodshed while a sniper who holds the fate of the cellist in her hands will also be challenged. 
CTC 4254 The Concubine's Children. Chong, Denise. Penguin Books, NY, 1994.   (Claudia McClintock, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.                                       

     Denise Chong tells her family's story, woven together from letters, photographs, and memories to create an unsentimental portrait of a family living on different sides of the globe. The author's mother unlocked the past for her daughter, whose curiosity about some old photographs ultimately reunited a family divided for most of this century.            
CTC 3844 Dancing on the Edge of the Roof. Williams, Sheila. Ballantine Books, NY, 2002.   (Loretta Kryzanski, narr., Bea Ball, mon.) 3 cass. 
     At 42, Juanita Lewis is running away from home via a one-way ticket to Paper Moon, Montana, far away from the violence and poverty of the Columbus, Ohio projects and her three grown deadbeat children. She takes a job in the local diner kitchen, and soon everyone in town is requesting her home cooking. Juanita only meant to pass through Paper Moon on her journey but to her surprise, finds contentment in that small town.
CTC 3759 Dancing with Cuba, a memoir of the revolution. Guillermoprieto, Alma. Random House, NY, 2004.  (Eugenia Zessos, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 5 cass. 

     In 1970 a young dancer named Alma G left New York to take a job teaching at Cuba’s National School of Dance at a time when dancers and revolutionaries occupied the same “stage”. In the midst of chronic shortages and upheaval, she found in Cuba a sense of purpose touched her forever. 

CTC 3912 Drinking Coffee Elsewhere, stories. Packer, ZZ.  Riverhead Books, NY, 2003.  (Charlotte Shapiro, narr., Rhoda Ashley, mon.) 3 cass.    

     ZZ Packer's stories have appeared in The New Yorker (where she was launched as a debut writer) and she is the recipient of several awards. In this collection of stories, the central characters are African-Americans who talk about their unease in a white-dominated world in biting, bitter and occasionally hilarious voices. 

CTC 3757 Farewell to Manzanar. Jeanne Wakatsuke and James D. Houston. Dell Laurel Leaf/Random House, NY, 1973    

(Marjorie Rogers, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 2 cass.

     Jeanne Wakatsuki was seven years old in 1942 when her family was uprooted from their home and sent to live in an internment camp with ten thousand other Japanese Americans.  This is a true story of one spirited    

Japanese - American family's attempt to survive the indignities of forced      detention and of a native-born American child who discovered what it was like to grow up behind barbed wire in the United States.  

CTC 3533 From the Land of Green Ghosts, a Burmese Odyssey by Pascall Khoo Thwe. HarperCollins Pub., NY, 2002. ( James Early, narr., Kirby Klump, mon.) 5 cass. 
     An autobiographical tale of one young man’s long journey to freedom between two very different worlds despite almost unimaginable odds.  A requiem written in exile for a once-rich country destroyed by a corrupt regime, it honors the ideals of fellow students in their dream of a free and multi-ethnic Burma.
CTC 4017 Guests of the Shiek: An Ethnography of an Iraqi Village. 

Fernea, Elizabeth Warnock. Anchor Books, Random House, NY  c1965, 1989 ed.  (Ruth Agin, narr.,  Robert Meisel, mon.) 5 cass.                                                          

     The author's delightful account of two years with her anthropologist husband in the tiny rural village of El Nahra in southern Iraq gives a unique insight into a part of Middle Eastern life seldom seen by the West. Mrs. Fernea agreed to dress in the all-enveloping black veils of the women of the harem and her daily life was spent only with the women of the town;  who have no outwardly apparent role but are helping to shape modern society. 
CTC 3862 Ireland by Frank Delaney. Harper Collins, 2005. (Jeanne Lancaster, narr., Jerry Geci, mon.) 8 cass.

     Ronan O'Mara was nine when an itinerant storyteller stopped by his rural
 Irish home and enthralled the boy and the villagers with tales of the country's past. Over the years Ronan, now a historian, absorbs the land's myths and tragedies while he tries to find the old man again. Ronan's search for the Storyteller becomes a journey of self-discovery, unspoken family secrets, and an immersion into the conflicting histories of his native land. 
CTC 3861 Journey From the Land of NO: a girlhood caught in revolutionary Iran by Roya Hakakian. Three Rivers Press, Random House NY, 2004.  (Marge Rogers, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 3 cass. 
     This intimate anthropology opens a window on one life during turbulent times in the Middle East. Hakakian watches in dismay as the country she loves disappears, to be replaced by one that views what Roya most values with contempt. Her book removes some of the region’s mythical stereotypes and illuminates a real contemporary culture.
CTC 4147 Killing time with Strangers by W.S. Penn. Univ. of Arizona Press, 2000. (Lynn Chirico, narr., Carol Hewey, Gerry Cohen, mons.) 4 cass. 

      Palimony Blue Larue, a mixblood growing up in a small California town, suffers from a painful shyness and wants more than anything to be liked. Mary Blue, his Nez Perce mother, dreams the weyekin, the spirit guide, to help her son overcome the diffidence that runs so deep in his blood. But when the power of dreaming is unleashed, time becomes negotiable and life's joys and sorrows go up for grabs. Some strong language and descriptions of sex.

CTC 3750 Leaving Mother Lake: A Girlhood at the Edge of the World by Yange Erche Namu and Christine Mathieu. Little Brown & Co., NY, 2003.  (Carol Simpson Hewey, narr., Debbie Bourbeau, mon.) 4 cass. 

     This acclaimed memoir traces the remote reaches of the Himalayas to the home of the Moso, a society in which women rule. According to local tradition, marriage is considered a foreign practice; property is passed from mother to daughter and a matriarch oversees each family's customs, rituals, and economies. In this culture, a young girl enjoys extraordinary freedoms but restless Namu leaves her mother's house to venture out into the World.
CTC 4315  Little Red Riding Hood in the Red Light District. Argueta, Manlio.  Curbstone Press, Willimantic, CT, 1998.  (Lawson Ward, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 3 cass.      

     Argueta's most popular novel revolves around the relationship between two young lovers, Alfonso and Hormiga, in a time of political upheaval, in the wartime environment of El Salvador and its capital San Salvador. The red light district refers not only to sexual exploitation but also to the political violence Salvadorans suffered in the late seventies.   

CTC 3528 Mermaids Singing by Lisa Carey. Avon Books, NY, 1998. (Virginia La Fontana, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass. 
     There is an island off the west coast of Ireland called Inis Murúch – the Island of the Mermaids -- a world where myth is more powerful than truth, and love can overcome even death. It is here that Lisa Carey sets her lyrical first novel, weaving together the voices and lives of three generations of Irish and Irish-American women.

CTC 3857 Professor's Daughter, a novel. Raboteau, Emily. Henry, Holt & Co., NY  2005.  (Susan Stern, narr., Ann Lovallo, mon.) 4 cass. 

     A daughter's future and her father's past converge in this explosive novel exploring identity, assimilation, and the legacy of race.  Her father is black, her mother is white, and her brother is a vegetable as a result of a freak accident. Only her brother was able to navigate the terrain of their biracial identity. Now Emma is left alone to grow into herself and escape her past.  
CTC 3469 Remember This Dream by Harold Gershowitz. BookSurge Pub., 2008. ( Barbara Plude, narr., Elizabeth Thompson, mon.) 6 cass.   
     Meticulously researched history woven into an extraordinary family saga in 1911, a time of upheaval for Polish Jews in an exodus to seek new lands of promise across vast seas. The turbulence of the times separate sisters Anna and Dvoyra. Anna journeys with her children to join her husband in Baltimore only to have her hopes dashed and her deepest passions aroused. Dvoyra, who longs to join Anna in America, is forced to remain in Poland with her family. Both summon astonishing courage in the face of adversity.                                                                       

CTC 4069  The River Midnight.  Nattel, Lilian. Scribner / Simon & Schuster, 1999.  (Susan Fox, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 7 cass. 

     In this stunning debut novel, Nattel, brilliantly brings to life the richness of shtetl culture and the intimate details of everyday life through the story of an imagined village, Blaszka, Poland. Misha, the local midwife, is an independent and unmarried woman who becomes pregnant and refuses to divulge the identity of the father. The village must decide how they will react to Misha’s scandalous ways. 
 CTC 4036  Sorrow Mountain: The Journey of a Tibetan Warrior Nun. Pachen, Ani and Adelaide Donnelley. Kodansha International, NY 2000.  
(Edith Elson, narr., Florence Heitler, mon.) 5 cass.                                    

     Ani Pachen's courage in the face of devastation, as well as the Buddhist teachings that helped her endure, has brought comfort to those experiencing illness, depression, and loss. She took great pride in her essential message to tell the world what happened in Tibet and of an individual's ability to face unimaginable tragedy and go on.   
CTC 3649 Tortilla Curtain. Boyle, T.C. Penguin Books. NY, 1995. ( Lynn Chirico, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.)  5 cass. 

     The story of illegal aliens in California, told through the eyes of two very different couples, one - well-off Anglos, the other - illegal Mexicans living in a canyon. The novel chronicles their relationship against the background of growing hostility between immigrants and natives. 
CTC 4034  Two Women, Two Worlds: Friendship Swept by Winds of Change. McCollum, Audrey.  Hillwinds Press, Etna, New Hampshire, 1999. (Charlotte Shapiro, narr., Rhoda Ashley, mon.) 4 cass.            

     Thoughtful and evocative, this memoir traces the painful transition of a "primitive" culture in Papua, New Guinea into a cash society and questions some of its new values. With the heart of a mother and the experiences of a psychotherapist, Audrey McCollum studied the native people. She explores the life of Pirip Kuru, a strong woman dedicated to leading her sisters into a brighter future and part of the modern world. 
CTC 3952 Waiting for Snow in Havana: Confessions of a Cuban Boy. 

Eire, Carlos. Free Press, Simon & Schuster, New York, 2003.    

(Stan Vogel, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 7 cass.   

     In 1962, at the age of eleven, Carlos Eire was one of 14,000 children airlifted out of Cuba, his parents left behind. This is his life until then, a wry, heartbreaking beautiful memoir of growing up in a privileged Havana household until exiled from his own childhood by the Cuban Revolution.   
Literature & Drama
CTC 3619 American Bloomsbury: Louisa May Alcott, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Henry David Thoreau: Their Lives, Their Loves, Their Work. Cheever, Susan.  Simon & Schuster, NY, 2006, (Marge Rogers, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 3 cass.
     Cheever explores the relationships among five writers of the transcendentalist movement who clustered around the home of wealthy Ralph Waldo Emerson in Concord, Massachusetts, during 1840-1868. The book highlights their intertwined families and the love affairs that contributed to the creation of their literary masterpieces.
CTC 3641 Cat and Mouse. Grass, Gunter. Signet books, NY,1961. (John Hart, narr., Ginny Potter, mon.) 2 cass.  
     A satirical, poetic comedy by German writer, Gunter Grass who has been at the forefront of literary and political worlds and still speaks to our time.                           

CTC 3944 The Cave.  Saramago, Jose. Harcourt Inc., Orlando and New York, 2000.  (Susan Fox, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 5 cass.

     Cipriano Algor, an elderly potter, lives with his daughter Marta and her husband Marcal in a small village on the outskirts of the Center. When his pots are no longer ordered, the three move into the Center. Mysterious sounds of digging emerge from beneath their new apartment. Cipriano and Marcal investigate and what they find transforms the family.  
CTC 3872 Copenhagen.  Frayn, Michael. Anchor Books/Random House  

NY, 1998.  (Stan Vogel, Faith McDevitt, narrs., Sally Szoke, mon.) 2 cass.   
     The Tony Award-winning play at the intersection of science and art re-imagines the mysterious wartime meeting between two Nobel laureates to discuss the atomic bomb. German physicist Werner Heisenberg and Danish counterpart, Niels Bohr were old friends and close colleagues who revolu-tionized atomic physics in the 1920's but were now on opposite sides of war.                                             
CTC 3913 The Crimson Edge: Older Women Writing.  Zeidenstein, Sondra, ed. Chicory Blue Press, Goshen, CT, 1996. (Roxana Laughlin, narr., Beth Steinberg, mon.) 3 cass.   
     An anthology edited by Zeidenstein, of fiction, memoir and poetry by seven women writers past the age of sixty. Each author's creative writing is 
followed by an Afterword about what is currently on her mind as an artist.   
CTC 3943  Daphnis and Chloe. Longus; translated with an introduction and notes by Ronald McCail. Oxford University Press, New York, 2002.   
(Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.                                                  

     One of the best known of the early Greek romances; Daphnis and Chloe are drawn to each other but do not know what love is or how to accomplish the physical act. Round their predicament, is the hard toil of peasant life but also its compensations, revelry, music, dance and storytelling. The presences of Eros, Dionysus, Pan and the Nymphs guide the adolescents into the mystery of love, a sensual and religious initiation. Admired by Goethe, this tale has been reinterpreted in music and art by Ravel and Chagall.  
CTC 3940  Dictionary of Misinformation. Burnham, Thomas.  Thomas Y. Crowell Co., New York, 1975. (Amy Wallace, narr., John Hart, mon.)5 cass.                                                  

     Collectors of information are numerous, but collectors of misinformation are rare. Thomas Burnham, an unusual professor of English, a man who delights in errors has brought together some of the mistaken beliefs many of us have confidently expounded in speech and writing. 
CTC 3586 Don Giovanna by Amanda Prantera. Bloomsbury, London, 2000. (Vincent Lamenza, narr., Bob Meisel, mon.) 3 cass.

     A pleasing, persuasive piece of fiction set in Tuscany; a group of well-to-do expatriates decide to put on an amateur production of Don Giovanna. The novelist uses the conventions of operatic drama to reveal the story and characters (via voice mail, for example). The result is both intellectually winning and unpretentiously original.       
CTC 3662 Felix Holt by George Eliot. Penguin Books, London, 1995. (Ledlie Laughlin, narr., John Hart, mon.) 10 cass. 

     A novel about English life in 1832, involving radicalism, legality and romance. Honest, forthright and idealistic Felix Holt is driven to educate the working classes. He finds himself opposed by the wealthy opportunistic Harold Transome and in a contest for the love of the over-refined Esther. 
CTC 4019  Flaubert's Parrot. Barnes, Julian. Vintage International, NY, 1985. (Ledlie Laughtin, narr., Peggy Reventlow, mon.) 3 cass.                       

     Julian Barnes who has been compared with writers such as Joyce, spins out a multiple mystery, an exuberant inquiry into the ways in which art mirrors life and then in turn shapes it; a look at the perverse autopsies that readers perform on books and lovers perform on their beloved; and a  glimpse at the nature of obsession and betrayal, both scholarly and romantic.                                                                       

CTC 3983 The Gardens of Kyoto.  Walbert, Kate. Simon & Schuster /Scribner, NY 2001.  (Sonnie Osborne, narr., Myrna Fishman, mon.) 4 cass. 
     A heartbreaking novel about a young woman who comes of age in the long shadow of World War II. Forty years later she relates the events of this period, beginning with the death of her favorite cousin, Randall. When he dies on Iwo Jima, she turns to the legacy he left her: his diary and a book.
CTC 3939 The George Sand-Gustave Flaubert Letters.  Sand, George; translated by A.L. McKenzie. IndyPublish.com, Boston, Mass.                           
 (Ledlie Laughlin, narr., John Perry, mon.) 6 cass.

     A translation of the correspondence between George Sand and Gustave Flaubert;  these letters are sufficiently rewarding in and of themselves but disclose the aspects of these extraordinary diverse personalities in a relationship extending over twelve years, including the period of the Franco-Prussian War. 
CTC 3755 Ghosting, a double life. Erdal, Jennie. Random House, NY, 2004. (Tracy Yost, narr., Dianne Orlando, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Jennie Erdal was initially hired to edit a flamboyant London publisher's Russian books in translation but soon found she was secretly writing her boss's love letters, hundreds of newspaper columns, and his two well-reviewed novels. For more than fifteen years, she was the indispensable "ghostwriter" for the exasperating, obsessive, yet charmimg "Tiger".  She reveals this oddly intimate relationship and her collusion with wry insight.
CTC 3716 How to Read Literature like a Professor: A lively and entertaining guide to reading between the lines. Foster, Thomas C. HarperCollins, NY, 2003. (Helen Townsend, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 5 cass.
     Often there is much more going on in a novel or poem than is readily visible on the surface; a symbol or meaning that escaped you. In this practical and amusing guide, the author shows how easy it is to unlock those hidden truths to discover a world where a road leads to a quest.
CTC 3556 Jazz Age by F. Scott Fitzgerald.   1996. (Jeff Bouvier, narr., Sally Szoke,  mon.) 1 cass. 

     Five autobiographical essays depicting the exuberant years of the Jazz Age. Written during the Great Depression, the stories wistfully reflect on the excesses and abandon of the 1920s with a sense of disappointment, passing youth, and paradise lost. 
CTC 3632 Lord Byron’s Novel, the Evening Land by John Crowley. Harper Collins, 2005. (Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms, mon.) 6 cass.
     On a stormy night at Lord Byron's Swiss villa, Mary Shelley challenged her host, her husband and herself to write a ghost story. Mary's, became Frankenstein but what became of Byron's story. In a display of scholarship and imagination, Crowley uses biography, literary history, criticism, computer science and cryptography to imagine Byron's lost masterpiece.
CTC 4033  Louisa May Alcott Unmasked: Collected Thrillers. Alcott, Louisa May. Madeleine Stern, ed. Northeastern Univ. Pr., Boston, 1995. (Jeanne Lancaster,narr.,Charlotte Organschi,Peggy Reventlow,mons.)17 C.                                

     One of America's most adored juvenile fiction writers; Alcott also penned anonymous and pseudonymous sensation stories for popular magazines. Her spellbinding tales of intrigue and suspense were uncovered by the detective work of Madeleine Stern and others who searched for clues to Alcott's secret literary life. Originally published between 1863 and 1870.
CTC 3630 Mrs. Warren’s Profession by George Bernard Shaw. Digireads. Com Pub., Kansas, 2007. (Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass. 

     A play centering on the relationship between Mrs. Warren, a prostitute and her daughter, Vivie, a Cambridge graduate.

CTC 4007 Not Without Laughter.  Hughes, Langston. Scribner / Simon & Schuster, NY, 1969. (Art Bradbury, narr.; Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.   
     This first novel by Langston Hughes, may be his finest prose. A classic of African-American literature, it is the poignant story of a young black boy's awakening to the sad and beautiful realities of black life in a small Kansas town. Introduction by Maya Angelou; foreword by Arna Bontemps.                
CTC 3742 The Opposite of Fate by Amy Tan. HarperCollins, NY, 2003. (Roxanna Laughlin, narr., Beth Steinberg, mon.) 5 cass. 

     From one of the world's best novelists, Amy Tan explores her journey from childhood to the present day. A refreshing meditation on choices, freedoms and luck that affects us all. 
CTC 3832 Our Village: sketches of rural character and scenery.Mitford, Mary Russell.  Indy Pub., original c.1824. (Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Literary sketches of country people and gentry in Three Mile Cross, a
 small Berkshire village in late Georgian England far in the country, where
 every one is known to every one. Described are its passage through a year of hard frosts, a wet summer, and a balmy fall.                                                                                                                                                 
CTC 3928 Pioneers and Caretakers: A Study of 9 American Women Novelists. Auchincloss, Louis. Dell, NY 1965.  (Charlotte Shapiro, narr., Rhoda Ashley, mon.) 4 cass.  

     This dazzling study presents the personal background and literary achievements of nine women novelists illustrating how women are "the caretakers of culture", and pioneers of the American experience.  These novelists have preserved and satirized the battered national landscape. 

CTC 4066 So Long, See You Tomorrow. Maxwell, William. Random House, NY 1980. (Jerry Geci, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 2 cass.        
     On a winter morning in the 1920's, a shot rings out on a farm in rural Illinois, killing a man, and shattering the tenuous friendship between two lonely teenagers, one privileged yet neglected and the other a troubled farm boy. Fifty years later, one of the boys, now a man, tries to reconstruct the events and is inevitably drawn back to his lost friend.  
CTC 3821 Tenants of Moonbloom by Edward Lewis Wallant.  NY Review Books, 1963.  (Herb Fishman, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.)  3 cass. 

     Norman Moonbloom, a dropout who can't even make it as a deadbeat, starts to collect rent in Manhatten buildings for his brother, a slumlord. As he makes his rounds, Moonbloom grows familiar with a wild assortment of  characters and is drawn into a desperate attempt to improve their lives.
CTC 3794 Where She Went. Kate Walbert. Sarabande Books, Louisville, Kentucky, 1998. (Charlotte Shapiro, narr., Rhoda Ashley, mon.) 2 cass.       
     The linked stories in Kate Walbert's debut collection examine the very contemporary predicament of families without geographic roots – where home is on the road. From the patchwork of communication that unfolds between mother and daughter, Walbert creates a narrative for our times.

 CTC 3921 Word Up! A Lively Look at English. Kyff, Rob, "The Word Guy". Writers Club Press, Lincoln, Nebraska, 2000. (Beth Steinberg, narr., Ruth Laughlin, mon.) 3 cass,                                                   

     If you're fascinated by words and language, you'll revel in WordUp!     
Drawn from Kyff's syndicated column, which appears in “The Hartford 
Courant”, this book treats readers to a zesty smorgasbord; handy tips on usage and fascinating stories behind word and phrase origins. 
Short Stories and Essays
CTC 3726 After Henry. Didion Joan. Random House, NY, 1992. 

( Marjorie Rogers, narr.,  Marie Meisel, mon.) 3 cass. 

     After a brief tribute to Henry Robbins, her late editor, Didion provides her readers with eleven essays focused on Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, and New York City. Topics include the rape of a Central Park jogger, the 1988 Writer's Guild strike, a presidential campaign, California earthquakes, the long reign of Mayor Tom Bradley, and her lecture at her alma mater. 
CTC 3693 Coming Aphrodite! and other stories. Cather, Willa. Penguin books, NY, 1932. (John Hart, narr., Ginny Potter, mon.) 5 cass.

     The fourteen short stories in this richly diverse collection allow a complex view of Cather. Intrigued by nature's ruthlessness and mankind's limitless potential for brutality, she also had a passion for the beauty of art. Ranging from simplicity to extraordinary eroticism, these stories are testament to the genius of an American literary icon. 

CTC 3758 Dogs of Truth, new and uncollected stories by Kit Reed. Tom Doherty Assoc.Books, NY, 2005 (Thompson Curtis, narr., Bob Meisel, mon.) 5 cass. 

     Seventeen short stories hailed as 'visionary' and written with wise-
cracking prose.  Reed's blend of sentiment and sting is just right as she explores some pertinent topics.
CTC 3458 40 Fathers: the search for father in oneself. Maghan, Jess and Sam Lindberg, photographer. Welcome Rain Pub., NY, 2009.

(Sari Max-Fiss, narr., Debra Sofferman, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Who would I be if my father had been someone else? This startling and beautiful book is a valiant attempt to answer this universal and searching question.The subjects of this book are revealed in essays of 350 words. Illustrated with contemporary and archival photos of their fathers.  
CTC 3749 Loot and other stories.  Nadine Gordimer. Penguin Books,      NY, 2003. (Ginny Potter, narr., Sue Vita, mon.) 3 cass.   
      Ten astonishing portraits that follow the inner lives of characters who are confronted by unforseen circumstances. These stories challenge our 

convictions even as they dazzle us with their artful lyricism. 
CTC 3709 On Liberty and Utilitarianism. Mill, John Stuart. Bantam Books, New York, 1993.   (John Hart, narr., Ginny Potter, mon.) 4 cass.                                                          

      Together, these two essays mark the philosophic cornerstone of democratic morality and a search for the true balance between the rights of the individual and the power of the state. “On Liberty” is an examination of the nature of individuality and its role in any society that expects to remain creative. “Utilitarianism” expounds on the ethics of a controversial proposition: actions are right only if they promote the common good.
CTC 4109  The Outermost Dream: Essays and Reviews. Maxwell, William. Graywolf Press, Saint Paul, Minn.  First pub. by Alfred A. Knopf , NY. (John Hart, narr., Amy Wallace, mon.) 4 cass.                                                                                  

     Essays and reviews by William Maxwell, one of America's foremost writers and editors. He chose to focus on biography, memoir, diaries, and correspondence for reviews and his skill was in choosing the one particular, haunting moment that illuminates the power of an individual life.  

CTC 3739 A Reader’s Delight.  Perrin, Noel. Dartmouth College/ University Press of New England. Hanover, NH, 1988. (Jerry Geci, narr., Stan Sendzimer, mon.) 3 cass. 
     A collection of elegant, affectionate and informative essays that unearth 

forty diverse, largely unknown works of fiction and fact, prose and poetry; written by a variety of writers.  
CTC 3654 Rear View by Pete Duval. Houghtom Mifflin Co., NY, 2004. 
(Lawson War, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Working-class characters struggling with their fates populate the monochromatic New England landscape of Duval's twelve fictional tales; filled with insight and humor.
CTC 3525 Talking Heads by Alan Bennett.  BBC Books, London, 1988. (Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Alan Bennett's award-winning series of solo pieces is a classic of contemporary drama, hailed for its combination of razorsharp wit and deeply felt humanity. In Bed Among the Lentils, a vicar's wife discovers happiness with an Indian shop owner. In A Chip in the Sugar, a man's life begins to unravel when he discovers his aging mother has rekindled an old flame. In A Lady of Letters, a busybody pays a price for interfering in her neighbors life.
CTC 3664 The Troll Garden: short stories. Cather, Willa. Univ. of Nebraska Press, (Eileen Epperson, narr. Jane Lescoe, mon.)  3 cass. 

     This collection of seven stories shares the role of status of the artist and the artistic temperament in American society. The passions, ambitions, pretensions, pathos, artists, and the rare soul uplifted by art—all are represented here in the midst of their foibles, affairs, and failures, drawn with great style and subtlety by a writer gathering her formidable powers. 

CTC 3795 Werewolves in their Youth.  Michael Chabon. Picador, NY, 1999. (Lynn Chirico & John Hansen, narrs., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass. 

     A powerful and wonderfully written collection of stories about people caught at moments of change facing small but momentous decisions that will crystallize and define their lives. With each story, Chabon brings his unique vision and uncanny understanding of our deepest mysteries and fears.                              

CTC 3520 The White Negro by Norman Mailer. City Lights Books, San Francisco, CA. c1957.   (Harold Silver, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 1 cass. 

     An essay by Norman Mailer that recorded a wave of young white people in the 1920's, 30's and 40's who liked jazz and swing music so much that they adopted black culture as their own.
Poetry
CTC 4056  The Collected Poetry of W.H. Auden. Auden, W.H. Random House, NY 1945. (Scott Keally, narr., George Hefferon, mon.) 5 cass.                                       

      This volume contains all that W.H. Auden wished to preserve of the poetry he had written thus far. In addition, four works are given in their entirety; For the Time Being, A Christmas Oratorio, The Sea and the Mirror, and a commentary on Shakespeare's The Tempest. In 1937, Auden received the King's Medal for the year's best poetry.                                            

CTC 4152 Creative Insights III. Siegel, Caroline. 1988.    

(Lynn Chirico, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.)   (1 cass.)                                              

     Poems dedicated to all writers who strive for recognition and to create their own world.

CTC 3584 Eyeshot. McHugh, Heather. Wesleyan University Press, Middletown, CT., 2005. (Bob O’Brien, narr.,Carol Hewey, mon.) 1 cass.

     Eyeshot examines language for its twinkling possibilities, its
 intersections, and coincidences. While McHugh's poetry deals seriously with such themes as love, displacement, and death, humor is the overarching characteristic that sustains her elaborate project. 
CTC 3719  Four Quartets. Eliot, T.S. Harcourt,Inc./A Harvest Book  

New York and London, 1943. (John Hart, narr., Ginny Potter. mons.) 1 cass.       
      A rich composition that expands the spiritual vision brought out in the Waste Land. Here in four linked poems, spiritual, philosophical, and personal themes emerge through symbolic allusions and literary and   religious references from both Eastern and Western thought.
CTC 3627 A Penny Saved is Impossible by Ogden Nash. Little, Brown & Co., NY, 1983. 1 cass. ( Stan Kavan, narr.) 1 cass. 
     A posthumous selection of sixty of Nash's verses offers a feast of droll observations on a wide range of topics, including work, money, the human condition, and the traps of everyday life.

CTC 3906  Pilot's Daughter, poems. McFall, Gardner. Time Being Books, Poetry in Sight and Sound, St. Louis, Missouri, 1996. (Beth Steinberg, narr., Rugh Laughlin, mon.)  1 cass.                                                                 

     Gardner McFall writes of her father, lost in the Vietnam War with a
 painful intensity. But she can also discover a kindred intensity, almost uncanny, in moments of mesmerized natural observation. The vibrant deep poems open doors allowing readers to enter her experiences.            

CTC 4070 The Practice of Poetry: Writing Exercises from Poets Who Teach. Behn, Robin & Chase Twichell, editors.  Quill/HarperCollins,                                         
New York, 1992.  (Susan Barlow, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.

     This handbook for poets combines poetry-writing exercises with illuminating personal essays by each contributor. The editors who are themselves poets and teachers have collected more than ninety exercises for mastery through practice; the result is a comprehensive, distinctive collec-tion that stimulates imagination and increases technical flexibility/control.       
CTC 3826 Shake Loose My Skin. Sonia Sanchez. Beacon Press, Boston, MA, 1999 (Gerry Cohen, narr., Ross Whitman, Carol Hewey, mons.) 1 cass.   
     An extraordinary retrospective covering over thirty years of work that is a stunning testament to the literary, sensual, and political power of the award-winning poetry of Sonia Sanchez.                        
CTC 3854 Tickets for a Prayer Wheel. Dillard, Annie. Wesleyan Univ. Press, CT, 1974.(Jeannette Mittelsdorf, narr. Rhoda Ashley, mon.) 1 cass.

     Commended for their precise imagery, Annie Dillard's poems explore abstract and sensory phenomena, the role of the artist in society and the creative process. These poems are of science and nature, eternity and time, and how we know what we know.
CTC 3442 To Be the Poet. Maxine Hong Kingston. Harvard Univ. Press, MA, 2002. ( Beth Steinberg, narr., Roxana Laughlin, mon.) 1 cass.  
    Kingston’s manifesto and declaration of a writer who has devoted a good part of her sixty years to writing prose – works out what the rest of her life will be in poetry.  Taking readers along with her, she gathers advice from contemporaries, sages, and critics whom she takes as ancestors. 
CTC 3699 Turtle Island Tree Poems. Hugh Ogden. Higganum Hill Books, CT, 2006. ( Bob O’Brien, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 1 cass.  

     These poems about trees reach into the Earth like the roots of a tree and grow upward and outward with their sincerity and quiet certainty. Hugh Ogden, a teacher at Trinity College for 39 years began a creative writing program there as well as one at a magnet school in Hartford.
CTC 3796 Under the Melting Pot by Tyrone Banks. Publish America, 2003. (Bob O’Brien, narr.,  Gerry Cohen, mon.) 1 cass. 

     Two soul mates from different worlds who fell in love joined each other as they began a journey spanning fifteen years from a chance meeting on a college campus to the present day. The  tribute to that journey is segmented into Rhyming Poetry, urban Haiku, and Prose.
CTC 3880 The Waste Land and other poems.  Eliot, T.S. Penguin Books, New York and London, 1998. (Susan Fox, narr., Sharon Stahl, mon.) 2 cass.  

     A poetic diagnosis of an ailing civilization and a desperate quest for spiritual renewal; built upon the imagery of the Grail Legend, the Fisher King and ancient fertility cults. Eliot unfolds a nightmarish landscape of sexual disorder and spiritual desolation, inhabited by an unconscious voice that is deeply personal and cultural.
ART                                          

CTC 3484 Architecture of Happiness. de Botton, Alain. Vintage/Random House, NY, 2006. (Gerald Forbes, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass. 
     With this entertaining and stimulating book, de Botton examines the ways architecture speaks to us, evoking associations that can put us in touch with our true selves and influence how we conduct our lives. His book encourages us to open our eyes and really look at the buildings in which we live and work.

CTC 3915  An Artful Affair. Clendenen, Corinna P.S.  Xlibris,  2004.   

(Marjorie Rogers, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 4 cass.                                                

     When unrecognized artist Bo Ryder can't pay his Manhattan rent, he is forced to make compromises. Forgery wasn't exactly what he had in mind nor was falling for an art world reporter investigating a stolen painting sold at Sotheby's. This love triangle reveals the conflicts between art and money.

CTC 3634 Letters of Vincent van Gogh. Edited by Mark Roskill. Atheneum, NY, 1963; 1927.  (Stan Vogel, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 5 cass. 

     This thorough collection of van Gogh's letters has been assembled with an artful eye and sensitivity to the artist's thinking rather than his troubled mental state. Instead, we see the thoughtful and contemplative creative genius, and his concern for the impact his art and life had on people.
CTC 4173 Lives of the Artists. Giorgio Vasari. Oxford University Press, NY, 1991. (Dorothy Wright, narr., Sandy Corday, mon.) 10 cass.

     Vasari’s collections of biographical accounts are filled with facts, attributes, and entertaining anecdotes about hundreds of artists.  It is the single most contemporary source on Italian Renaissance Art and contains a highly influential theory of the development of Renaissance art from its infancy to a mature period of perfection.
CTC 3823  Spirit Catchers: An Encounter with Georgia O'Keefe. Kudlinski, Kathleen. Watson-Guptill Pub., NY, 2004. (Ginny Potter, narr., Sue Vita, mon.) 4 cass.
     Kudlinski evokes the extremes of desert life and the environment's mesmerizing effect on O’Keefe’s work. O'Keefe's commitment to art, the desert and its native inhabitants, and living life her way shines through. 

CTC 3570 Strapless: John Singer Sargent and the Fall of Madame X by Deborah Davis. Jeremy Tarcher/Penguin Group, NY, 2003. (Gerald Forbes, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass. 

     The true story behind the legendary portrait of a most mysterious woman and the controversy the painting created. Madame X was the “it” girl of her day in Paris and the leading artists wanted to paint her. When an unknown got the commission and painted one suggestive strap dangling from a shoulder it outraged Parisian viewers. While the painting propelled the artist to international renown it condemned the subject to a life of public ridicule.                                                  
MUSIC 
CTC 3462 Amazing Grace: the story of America’s most beloved song by Steve Turner. HarperCollins Pub., NY, 2002. (Linda Parnoff, narr., Tony Mitchell, mon.) 5 cass. 

     This book actually tells two stories about Amazing Grace. The first is the story of its lyric writer John Newton who, as a mentor of William Wilberforce, played a pivotal role in the abolition of the slave trade in Britain two hundred years ago. The second story recounts how the lyrics crossed the Atlantic, became married to a tune thought to have Scottish origins, and became one of the most recorded songs in the world. 

CTC 4027 The Beatles Diary Volume 1, The Beatles Years. Miles, Barry. Omnibus Press, NY, 2001. (Tom Kuser, narr.,Sally Szoke, mon.) 8 cass. 
     With greatly expanded text, this is the most revealing and personal 30-year chronicle of the group ever written. Insider Barry Miles covers the Beatles story from childhood to the break-up of the group.
CTC 3564 Border Radio: Quacks, Yodelers, Pitchmen, Psychics, and other amazing broadcasters of the American Airwaves by Gene Fowler and Bill Crawford. University of Texas Press, 2002. (Sari Max-Fiss, narr., Deborah Sofferman and Katie Aziz, mons.) 6 cass. 

     Before the Internet, there was border radio. These megawatt "border blaster" stations, set up just across the Mexican border to evade U.S. regulations, beamed programming across the United States and as far away as South America, Japan, and Western Europe. This book traces the history of border radio from its founding in the 1930s. Introduced by Wolfman Jack.
CTC 3585  Doo Wop: The Music, the Times, the Era by Cousin Brucie Morrow with Rich Maloof. Sterling Publishing, NY and London, 2007. (Lisa Baldwin, narr., Ken Jacobs. Mon.) 3 cass. 

     Doo Wop captures the spirit of an era in spectacular visuals, revealing the roots of the 60's music explosion. Lavish illustrations with captions carry readers back in time to an understanding of our musical and cultural history.
CTC 4171  Musical Stages: an autobiography. Rodgers, Richard.   Random House, NY, 1975. (Bob O'Brien, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 5 cass.                                            

     The autobiography of Richard Rodgers, the dean of American musical theater.  From the day he saw his first Broadway show in 1909, he was hooked. His only ambition thereafter was to compose for the stage. Though he began when he was sixteen, it was not until he was twenty-two that he achieved success with "The Garrick Gaieties". The rest is musical history. 

CTC 3965 Paul McCartney-Many Years from Now by Barry Miles. Henry Holt & Co., NY, 1997. (Stan Kavan, narr., Beatrice Ball) 10 cass. 

     Based on hundreds of hours of exclusive interviews undertaken over a period of five years by Barry Miles with complete access to McCartney's own archives, this is Paul McCartney in his own words. It is a history from the inside of one of the greatest songwriting partnerships of the century - Paul McCartney and John Lennon - their friendship and how they worked together-two young guys from Liverpool who went onto change the world.
CTC 3706 The Piano Shop on the Left Bank: Discovering a Forgotten Passion in a Paris Atelier. Carhart, Thad. Random House, NY, 2000. 
(Raymond Bouley, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 4 cass. 

     An American expatriate living in Paris recounts his discovery of a neighborhood workshop that refurbishes pianos. His love for the instrument is rekindled as he wins the proprietor's trust, and learns to play again. He discusses the history of piano design and tuning, and offers insights into a Parisian lifestyle. 
CTC 3798  Skylark: the Life and Times of Johnny Mercer. Furia, Philip.         

St. Martin's, NY, 2003. (George Arendt, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 5 cass.                           
     To Oscar Hammerstein, Johnny Mercer was the most perfect American lyricist alive during the Golden Age of American popular music.  Some of his songs have become so ingrained in American culture that they have assumed the status of folksongs such as Moon River. This is the story of his tormented but glorious life and career.                                                    

Cooking and Gardening

CTC 3786 The Earth Knows My Name: Food, Culture, and Sustainability in the Gardens of Ethnic Americans . Klindienst, Patricia. Beacon Press, MA. (Susan Barlow, narr., Carol Hewey, Gerry Cohen, mon.)  4 cass. 
     Blending oral history and vivid description, Klindienst, a gardener and writing teacher, offers a beautifully written testament to the transformative power of working the land and a fresh, original way to understand food, gardening and ethnic culture in America.  The fifteen gardens presented have been fashioned by Native Americans, and ethnic immigrants, and ethnic peoples to create a stable and restorative ecology. The stewardship of the land by these gardeners is a desire to preserve their culture and heritage.

CTC 3803  My Summer in a Garden. Warner, Charles Dudley    
Kessinger Pub., USA. (Dr. David Belman, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass                                                      

     The love of dirt is among the earliest of passions, as it is the last. 
Mudpies gratify one of our first and best instincts. So long as we are dirty, we are pure. Fondness for the ground comes back to man after drifting about the world. Let us celebrate the soil-hoe while it is spring and enjoy the anticipations. It does not much matter if things do not turn out well. 
CTC 3801 Passalong Plants. Bender, Steve and Felder Rushing. Univ.of North Carolina Press, 1993. (Kirby Klump, narr., James Early, mon. ) 4 cass. 

     Passalongs are plants that have survived in gardens for decades by being handed from one person to another. These botanical heirlooms usually can't be found in neighborhood garden centers and to obtain one usually requires begging a piece from the fortunate gardener who has one. The authors describe over 100 of these plants and give their horticultural requirements.                                                                  
CTC 3824 Sneaky Pie's cookbook for mystery lovers.  Brown, Sneaky Pie & co-author Rita Mae Brown.  Bantam Books, NY, 1999. (Cloris Pearson, narr., Gretchen Bishop, mon.) 1 cass.  
     Sneaky Pie Brown, co-author of the irresistible Mrs. Murphy mysteries dishes up delectable fare for cats and humans in this unique collection of recipes including such treats as veal kidney and salmon pie. The recipes are spiced with witty personal anecdotes including glimpses of life with co-author Rita Mae Brown.                                                                  

CTC 3901  Stuffed: Adventures of a Restaurant Family. Volk, Patricia.             Vintage Books/Random House, NY 2001.  (Marjorie Joyce, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 3 cass.                                    

     Volk's delicious memoir lets us into her big, crazy, loving and infuriating family, where you're never just full - you're stuffed. Her family fed New York City for one hundred years as evoked in this funny, moving salute to family.  

CTC 4029 Weight Watchers, Simply the Best All American:Over 250 Regional Favorites from Around the Country.Weight Watchers, NY2002. (Gerry Cohen, narr., Carol Simpson Hewey, Eugenia Zessos, mons.) 6 cass.     

     A tantalizing food tour of America from New England to the Southwest, and from the South to the Pacific Northwest with more than 250 recipes for home-style favorites and the best-loved regional dishes. From satisfying appetizers to desserts, you'll eat well and healthfully. Features nutrition as well as points values from the WW weight loss plan. 

CTC 3819 Wife of the Chef.  Febbroriello, Courtney. Three Rivers Press      
New York, NY, 2003. (Ann Dieters, narr., Sabina Crozier, mon.) 3 cass.   

     The story of a husband/wife team who own an upscale American bistro in Simsbury, Connecticut. He's the chef so he gets all the adoration. She's the one who keeps things running and finally has her say in this no-holds-barred memoir of the restaurant business and a revealing look at married life.                                                                       

CTC 3920  The Writer in the Garden. Garmey, Jane, ed. Algonquin Books, Chapel Hill, NC, 1999. (Debra Johnson, narr., Grace Lewis, mon.) 3 cass.                                                           

     Writings from an engaging group of more than fifty gardening writers and writing gardeners expressing the trials and joys of gardening. They present a colorful bouquet of prose and poetry from both sides of the Atlantic spanning over a hundred years of gardening writing. 
SPORTS
CTC 4125 Fielder's Choice: An anthology of Baseball Fiction. Holtzman, Jerome, editor.  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, New York, 1979.   
(Judson Wells, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 6 cass. 

     Twenty-seven stories by many famous writers all revolving around baseball history.   
CTC 3782  Glory Road: My Story of the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship and How One Team Triumphed Against the Odds and Changed America Forever. Haskins, Don. Hyperion, New York, NY, 2006.  (Bill Sweeney, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.  

     In 1966, college basketball was almost completely segregated. But at little-known Texas Western College, the only race Coach Don Haskins cared about was the race to the national championship. In the now legendary game broadcast on national television, Coach Haskins started five black players and took the country by storm with a victory against the all-white University of Kentucky team clinching the 1966 NCAA tournament title. 
CTC 3607 Heartbreak Triumph: The Shawn Michaels Story by Shawn Michaels with Aaron Feigenbaum. Pocket Books, Simon & Schuster, 2006. 
(Vincent Lamenza, narr., Robert Meisel, mon.) 5 cass.
     The autobiography of World Wrestling Superstar, Shawn Michaels recounts the ups and downs of his career. He reviews his life and journey to become a wrestling champion.
CTC 3711 My Father’s Fighter by Ronald Fried. the permanent press, Sag Harbor, NY, 2004. (Victor Lamenza, narr., Robert Meisel, mon.) 3 cass. 
     This story offers a realistic look into the world of pro boxing from an unexpected source - a high school English teacher who takes over management of his dead father's fighter - white light heavyweight Micky Davis, a hypochondriac who is looking for one big payday. Fried doesn't take the easy way to capture the often grungy world of the fight game. 
CTC 3472 Odd Man Out: A Year on the Mound with a Minor League Misfit by Matt McCarthy. Penguin Books, NY, 2009. ( Thompson Curtis, narr., Robert Meisel, mon.) 4 cass. 
     An inside look at what it's like for an Ivy League graduate to try to blend
in as one of the boys in a low minors rookie league in Mormon country. Sometimes funny, always interesting, it is a must read for anyone interested in minor league baseball and life on the road.
CTC 3829 Playing for Keeps: A History of Early Baseball. Goldstein,  
Warren. Cornell Univ.Pr.,Ithaca, NY,1989.(Chris Brown, narr.,mon.) 3 cass.  
     Baseball remains our paradise lost, a perpetual disappointment, where the best hitters make out two-thirds of the time and the home team seldom if ever makes it to October. Yer we continue to care; our hopes renewed each spring and dashed each autumn.     
Humor

CTC 3936 How Proust Can Change Your Life. de Botton, Alain. Vintage/ Random House, NY, 1997. (Stan Sendzimir, narr., Jerry Geci, mon.) 2 cass. 
     In this humorous book, de Botton delves into Proust's life and work and distills from them a rare self-help manual with advice on cultivating friendships, recognizing love and suffering- successfully showing that the master is still relevant today. 
CTC 3684 I’m With Stupid: one man, one woman, 10,000 years of misunderstanding between the sexes cleared right up by Gene Weingarten and Regina Barreca. Simon & Schuster, NY, 2004. (Stan Kavan, Loretta Krysanski, narrs., Bea Ball, mon.) 3 cass. 

     A two-sided look( male and female) at communication or rather misunderstanding between the sexes as told by Gene Weingarten ( a writer for the Washington Post magazine) and Gina Barreca a professor at the University of Connecticut.
CTC 4081 In Private Life.  Holland, Barbara.  Akadine Press, A Common Reader Ed. c1980; 1997 ed.  (Linda King, narr., Sandy Corday, mon.) 3 cass.

     The life of a housewife...sometimes a person arrives at this condition suddenly; sometimes it sneaks up on you in a series of little creeps, and then drops over you like a wet towel. One day while you're squatting down picking bubble gum out of the bathroom rug, you look up and think, "Hey, how did I get here, of all places?" 

CTC 4060 Too Much of a Good Thing is Wonderful. Barreca, Regina                                      

Bibliopola Press, Storrs, CT , 2000. University Press of New England. (Avril Dobousik, narr., Grace Lewis, mon.) 5 cass.       

     In this wise, humorous, and witty collection of essays, Regina Barreca brings alive the moments in her life that, while, unique to her, speak to all of us. These  stories make us laugh out loud, teach us about family, friends, and love, and offer a clear look at modern life. 

CTC 3728 You Might as Well Laugh by Sandi Kahn Shelton. Bancroft Press, 1997. (Debra Johnson, narr.,  Melissa Zwang, mon. ) 3 cass. 

     Stories about parenting told with wit, wisdom and humor by a Connecticut resident and writer for the New Haven Register. 

WOMEN’S ISSUES
CTC 3592 Addicted, a novel by Zane. Atria Books, NY, 1998. ( Gerry Cohen, narr., multiple mons.) 4 cass. 

     A tale of guilt and desire as shocking as it is compelling. Zoe, a woman with a sexual addiction is desperately seeking fulfillment and something darker, deeper, and deadlier. Contains explicit descriptions of sex.
CTC 3916 Alone! Alone! Lives of Some Outsider Women.  Dinnage, Rosemary. Review Books, NY, 2004.( Faith McDevitt, narr., Mary Scalici, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Dinnage brings together her reflections on a variety of women, who in one way or another, felt powerfully alone, including solitary painters, philosophers, and literary figures from the famous to the not so famous.  She considers what aloneness may really be, how it feels, and how it can illuminate the heart. 
CTC 3914  Bread Alone. Hendricks, Judith Ryan. Perennial/HarperCollins, NY, 2001. (Jeanette Mittelsdorf, narr., Rhoda Ashley, mon.) 5 cass.                                                          
     The life of thirty-one-year-old trophy wife Wynter Morrison suddenly changes course when her husband announces that their marriage is over. Emotionally devastated and desperate for a change of scenery, she moves to Seattle and starts working at a bakery, discovering that making bread carries a wondrous healing power.    
CTC 3756 The Fire Dwellers by Margaret Laurence. University of Chicago Press, IL 1969. (Rosemary Farnsworth, narr., Ann Lavallo, mon.) 4 cass.             
     Stacey MacAindra is smart, witty, brave, and a bit desperate. Her marriage, four children and happiness seems to be threatened by everything from her well-meaning neighbors to her impulses for adventure. Through it all she somehow endures and rediscovers the richness and  humor of life.

CTC 3609 The Girls, a novel by Lori Lansens. Little Brown & Co.,NY, 2005. (Beth Steinberg, narr., Rhoda Laughlin, mon.) 5 cass. 

     Born in a small town outside Toronto in the midst of a tornado, conjoined twins Rose and Ruby Darlen are linked at the side of the head, with separate brains and bodies.  Rose, a budding writer, details their shared experiences, and key moments with their adoptive parents, Aunt Lovey and Uncle Stash.
CTC 3681 The Little Women, an autobiographical novel. Weber, Katharine. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, NY, 2003. (Beth Steinberg, narr., Roxana Laughlin, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Sisters Meg, Jo and Amy have the perfect family, a comfortable life in Manhatten full of possibility until they discover their mother has had an affair and their father has forgiven her. Shattered by their parents’disclosure, the two younger sisters leave for New Haven where Meg is a junior at Yale. 

CTC 3577 The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan. Voice/Hyperion, NY, 2008.(Mary Jane Tierney, narr., Suzanne Kukda, mon.) 3 cass. 

     A newspaper columnist and mother of two young children and daughter
 of aging parents writes a feisty memoir of being in that middle place. She also shares her experience with breast cancer.

 CTC 3740 Our Kind by Kate Walbert. Scribner, NY, 2004. (Dolores Kleffman, narr.) 2 cass. 

     This witty novel tells the collective tales of the lives and attitudes of a group of wealthy suburban women - country-club housewives who came of age in the 1950's. Narrated from the heart of ten companions in the rush of adulthood, marriage, and child-bearing, Walbert subtly depicts their dreams and realities along with the anger, disappointment, vulnerability, and pride.

CTC 3675 The Probable Future. Hoffmann, Alice. Ballantine/ Random House, NY, 2003. (Laura Porcelli, narr., Stephen Polizzi, mon.)  5 cass.

     The women of the Sparrow family have lived in New England for
 generations. Each is born in the month of March, and at the age of thirteen,  develops an unusual gift of clairvoyance. As Stella struggles to cope with her new powers, an ordeal leads her to the grandmother she’s never met and to Cake House, the Sparrow ancestral home full of talismans and history. 
CTC 3526 A Short History of Women by Kate Walbert. Scribner, NY, 2009 (Marge Rogers, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 3 cass.

     Evelyn is an impressionable British thirteen-year-old when her mother, Dorothy Trevor Townsend, starves herself and dies for women's suffrage in 1914. Dorothy’s story becomes a legacy for Evelyn, precipitating her move to America and influencing the life choices of future generations of women. 
CTC 3735 Someone Not Really Her Mother. Chessman, Harriet Scott.       Random House, 2004. (Gretchen Bishop, narr., Cloris Pearson, mon.) 2 cass.

     Three generations of women in a contemporary Connecticut family show

 how little we may know about the people we love. As dementia overtakes  
Hannah, the grandmother, she slips backward in memory to her escape from      

France in 1940. Her distraught daughter, Miranda, tries to keep her mother   in the present while a granddaughter seeks Hannah's story to find their roots.
CTC 3652 Strange Fits of Passion by Anita Shreve. Harcourt, Orlando, Florida, 1991. (Lisa Baldwin, narr., Ken Jacobsen, mon.) 4 cass.

     The ordeal of domestic violence is brought to the surface in this story of one young couple.What appears to be a happy stable marriage is fraught with brutal beatings. As Maureen flees with her infant daughter, her hopes of healing are threatened by Harold’s relentless pursuit. 

CTC 3767 A Walk on the Beach: Tales of Wisdom from an Unconventional Woman. Joan Anderson  Broadway Books/Random House                                      
NY, 2004.  (Beth Steinberg, narr., Rhoda Laughlin , mon.)  3 cass.

      Shortly after arriving on Cape Cod to spend a year alone, Anderson encountered Joan Erikson, also a writer, who became a wise friend and confidante. In writing about their friendship, Anderson’s book of growth and exploration reveals Erikson as a mentor who helped her navigate the transitions beyond middle age.

CTC 3698 Weird Women, Wired Women by Kit Reed. Wesleyan University Press, CT,1998. (Susan Fox, narr., Sharon Stahl, mon.) 4 cass. 

     These twenty short stories smash the façade of straight, white, middle-class suburban life, conventional gender roles and everyday sexism. Reed’s  take on these subjects is fresh and her ambivalence about both marriage and motherhood is refreshing. 

CTC 3820 What Comes After Crazy. Shelton, Sandi Kahn. ShayeAreheart  Books, NY, 2005. (Roxana Laughlin, narr., Beth Steinberg, mon.) 4 cass.    

     Maz Lombard craves a nice quiet life after growing up with her fortune- teller mom and a long line of stepfathers. But her husband, Lenny, leaves after an affair and her daughter thinks she has inherited her grandmother's talent. When Lenny shows up wanting another chance and her mother rolls in with her latest husband, Maz has to define herself on her own terms and live the life she has always wanted.  
CTC 3766  Women at Sea in the Age of Sail.  Baird, Donal.  Nimbus Pub., Nova Scotia, 2001. (Virginia La Fontana, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.              

     In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, women experienced
 firsthand the perils and pleasures of life at sea. Many went to sea to be with their captain husbands, and were useful far beyond their roles as companions especially those with navigational skills. Luckily, many of these women were gifted journal keepers and recount their impressions of the places they visited and their life at sea.

CTC 3765 Year by the Sea: Thoughts of an Unfinished Woman. 
Anderson, Joan. Broadway Books, NY, 1999. (Susan Stern, narr., Ann Lavallo, mon.) 2 cass.

     As a loving wife and supportive mother, Joan Anderson had slowly and unconsciously replaced her own dreams with the needs of her family. With her sons grown and her husband taking a new job out-of-state, Joan decided to retreat to a family cottage. Over the course of a year, she discovered that her life as an "unfinished woman" was full of possibilities. Out of that transformative year came this record of her experiences and wisdom.   

Psychology and Social Issues
CTC 3722 The Disappearance of Childhood. Postman Neil. Random House, NY,1982, 1994 ed. (Derek Dibble, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.)  3 cass.

     Filtering arrays of research, this informative and alarming book suggests that childhood is a relatively recent invention, and is now disappearing. Adult levels of sex and violence become popular entertainment and news and advertising are pitched at the intellectual level of ten-year olds. 

CTC 3909 Getting It: Persuading Organizations and Individuals to be More Comfortable with People with Disabilities. Marshall, Melissa.                                              
Peoples with Disabilities Press, iUniverse, Inc., Lincoln, Nebraska, 2002.    

(Eugenia Zessas, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass.      
     Changing attitudes about disability requires equal parts of art, science and magic. In this book, Marshall chronicles the development of her formula for presenting disability diversity training. Her approach is witty and insightful, and her philosophy; “people with disabilities are the same as everyone else”.                             

CTC 4119  The Height of Your Life. Keyes, Ralph. Little, Brown & Co.,

Boston,1980 (Hank Weber, narr., Gerry Cohen, Eugenia Zessos, mons.) 5 C.                                                        

     Ralph Keyes, one of the sharpest observers of contemporary mores,
 confronts the question,  “Does height really matter?” This book will have
 everyone sizing up the surprisingly large role height plays in our lives.  
CTC 3746 Measure of My Days by Florida Scott-Maxwell.  Penguin Books, NY 1968.   (Sue Vita, narr., Ginny Potter, mon.) 2 cass     
     The playwright and Jungian analyst was in her eighties when she wrote
 this book assessing the special predicament of old age.  It allows a vision of issues that haunt us throughout our lives such as attaining individuality and how to emerge out of suffering, loss, and limitations with something approaching wisdom.   
CTC 3773 Post-Truth Era: Dishonesty and Deception in Contemporary Life. Keyes, Ralph.  St. Martin’s Press, NY, 2004. (Derek Dibble, narr., Gerry Cohen, Nancy Fox, mons.) 4 cass. 
     Deception has become the modern way of life: deceiving has become a
 challenge, a game, and a habit. In this combination of investigative journalism and solid science, Ralph Keyes gives a spirited exploration of why we lie about practically everything and the consequences on society.
CTC 3573 Rape, a love story by Joyce Carol Oates. Carrol & Graf Pub.,NY, 2004. (Gretchen Bishop, narr., Cloris Leachman, mon.) 1 cass.

     Oates explores sexual violence and its aftermath in this taut, harrowing novella. Teena Maguire,a young widow, is with her 12 year-old daughter, when she is beaten, raped and left for dead. She survives, but as a husk of her former self and when she is further devastated on the witness stand, a young police officer, Dromoor takes matters into his own hands and slowly exacts revenge.
CTC 3771  Secret Survivors: Uncovering Incest and Its Aftereffects in Women. Blume, E. Sue.  Ballantine Books, Random House,  NY, 1990.   (Carol Hewey, narr. Gerry Cohen, mon.) 6 cass.                             

     This book expands the definition of incest to include abuse and focuses on what incest does to survivors. Blume shows how it is often at the root of such problems as depression, sexual and eating disorders, drug and alcohol abuse, phobias and panic disorders and explains tactics for coping.    
CTC 3546 Stop Struggling and Start Living, the Rules of the Game by Alfreda Pretorius. DreamTime Pub. , 2007.(Lori Wenke, narr., Dorothy Wright, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Enjoy a story that will show you how the Universal Laws of Attraction, Correspondence and Cause and Effect really work.  This book uncovers the reality of the ever-evolving consciousness and awareness of the human being and provides powerful tools to cope with all of life's challenges.           
CTC 3822 The Stranger in the Mirror: Dissociation the Hidden Epidemic.  Marlene Steinberg, M.D. and Maxine Schnall. Quill/ Harper Collins Pub., NY, 2001. (Carol Hewey, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 5 cass. 
     This book offers unique guidelines for identifying and recovering from dissociation -a debilitating psychological condition involving feelings of disconnection. Innovative treatments provide insights in how to treat it.                                          

CTC 3769 Thinner Than Thou. Reed, Kit.    Tom Dougherty Assoc.    Pub., 2004 . (Stan Vogel, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 5 cass. 

     This provocative, engaging book is a must-read for anyone concerned with our culture's increasing obsession with physical appearance. It shows the pain, emptiness, and absurdity of the quest for physical perfection, and  the possibility of liberation from pressure to be young, thin, and beautiful.
CTC 3568 An Unquiet Mind: Personal Reflections on Manic-Depressive Illness by Dr. Kay R. Jamisen. Vintage Books/Random House, 1995. 

(Rhoda Laughlin, narr., Beth Steinberg, mon.) 3 cass.
     Dr. Kay R. Jamison is one of the foremost authorities on manic-depressive illness and has experienced it firsthand. The illness is examined from the perspectives of the healer and the healed.
Philosophy, Inspiration and Religion
CTC 3993 Angelspeake Book of Prayer and Healing: How to work with your angels.  Mark, Barbara and Trudy Griswold. Simon & Schuster, NY 1997.    (Eddie Coleman, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass.  

      In their second Angelspeake book, the authors offer their techniques for obtaining healing, balance, harmony, and goodness. Writing with warmth and clarity, these sisters show people how to work with angels to comfort and heal; to find peace and awaken joy. 

CTC 3992  The Angelspeake Storybook: How Angels Work in People's Lives. Mark, Barbara and Griswold, Trudy. Adams Media Corp., Holbrook, MA, 2000.    (Amy Wallace, narr., John Hart, mon.) 1 cass.                            
     People from all over the world share their real-life encounters with angels. From heartwarming stories of healing, to finding one's soul mate to overcoming troubled times, the authors show how you can invite angels into your everyday world, bringing grace, joy and God's love into your life.
CTC 3723  As a Man Thinketh. Allen, James. Filiquarian Publishers,LLC, 2006.  (Derek Dibble, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 1 cass.                                                                 

     This little volume, the result of meditation and experience is suggestive rather than explanatory. It is intended to stimulate people to the discovery and perception of the truth and the power of thought.
CTC 3763 Beyond the Dream: Awakening to Reality by Thomas Hora, M.D.  Crossroad Pub. Co., NY, 1986.  2nd ed., 1996.  (Deborah Sofferman, narr., mult, mons.) 5 cass.                                                                             

     Dr. Thomas Hora, the founder of Existential Metapsychiatry, once said, "All problems are psychological, but all solutions are spiritual."  He views the human condition with compassion and offers insights to awaken us.                                                 

CTC 4129 A Book of Life to Find Happiness, Courage & Hope. Gray, Martin. Seabury Pr, NY, 1975. (P.K.Allen, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass.                                              

     Few human beings have ever faced questions or tested answers in quite the way that Martin Gray has. An active member of the Jewish resistance in the Warsaw Ghetto at 14, survivor of the infamous Treblinka concentration camp, and then victim of a forest fire which swept away his wife and four children in 1970. Yet he finds courage, hope, and belief in the value of life.          
CTC 4127 Congregation: the Journey Back to Church. Dorsey, Gary    

Viking/Penguin, NY, 1995. (Bob O'Brien, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 5 cass.                               

     In an age of exotic spiritual quests, Dorsey settles in the least exotic of places, a Congregational church in New England. He lifts the roof off First Church and peers inside, among the pews, and into the hearts of ordinary people who are leading extraordinary spiritual lives. A refreshing source of everyday wisdom for life's oldest questions and a funny documentary of mainstream Protestant life in the late 20th century.
CTC 3612 Disappearance of the Universe: Straight Talk about Illusions, Past Lives, Religion, Sex, Politics, and the Miracles of Forgiveness . Renard, Gary R. Hay House, CA., 2004. 
     When two teachers appeared out of nowhere before Gary Renard in 1992, he chose to listen (and ask a lot of questions). The result is this extraordinary record of mind-bending conversations over nearly a decade, reorienting the author's life to a new spiritual teaching.              

CTC 3611 Dynamic Laws of Healing by Catherine Ponder. DeVorss & Co.Pub.,CA. ( Diane Orlando, narr., Tracy Yost, mon.) 3 cass.
     One of the greatest secrets you can ever learn is that you have healing power within you. This healing power released through your thinking does not mean you should not avail yourself of the usual methods of help. Instead, it can help hasten your healing, in conjunction with other methods.
CTC 3982 Getting the Message: A Plan for Interpreting and Applying the Bible. Doriani, Daniel M.  Presbyterian and Reformed Pub. Co., NJ, 1996. (David Belman, M.D., narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass.                            

     For all those who fear that the Bible is a mysterious labyrinth through which they cannot find their way, Doriani provides wonderful guidance. This highly readable book combines great biblical insight with practical wisdom and clear guidelines and examples for interpreting Scripture.
CTC 3894 The Gospel of Mary Magdala: Jesus and the First Woman Apostle.  Karen L. King. Polebridge Press, Santa Rosa, CA, 2003.    

(Eugenia Zessas, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) ? cass. 

     Lost for more than fifteen hundred years, the Gospel of Mary is the only existing early Christian gospel written in the name of a woman and offers a fascinating glimpse into the controversies of early Christianity. King tells the story of the recovery of this remarkable gospel and offers a new translation.
CTC 3601 Make Your Life Worthwhile by Emmet Fox. Harper Collins Pub.,  NY 1942-46. (Tracy Yost, narr., Diane Orlando, mon.) 3 cass.

     Emmet Fox outlines seven mental laws that are the stepping stones to help you achieve health, happiness, prosperity, security, and peace of mind. They are brief, practical instructions to our inner, spiritual power.
CTC 3656 My Hero: Extraordinary People on the Heroes Who Inspire Them.  Free Press/Simon & Schuster, NY, 2005. (Tom Curtis, narr., Robert Meisel, mon.) 3 cass.
     A collection of essays about ordinary people who have illuminated the lives of prominent people, edited by The MY HERO Project, a U.S. based non-profit organization that hosts stories on heroes and heroism. Introduction by Magic Johnson.
CTC 3918 My Time: Making the Most of the Rest of Your Life.Trafford, Abigail. Basic Books, NY,2004. (Ginny Potter, narr., Sue Vita, mon.) 4 cass.       
     Best-selling author, Trafford shows the obstacles and how to reinvent lives of people over the age of fifty-five who experience a period of personal renaissance between middle and old age, what Trafford calls, "my time". 
CTC 3967 A New Adventure Every Day: 541 simple ways to live with pizzazz. Silberkleit, David. Sourcebooks, Inc., Naperville, Illinois, 2002.     
(Linda Sacha, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.            

     You don't have to climb Mt. Everest or go bungee jumping to be
 adventurous and full of life. This book helps you create your own adventure without new equipment, training or vacation time. It offers simple exercises and activities to relax or reenergize by finding the joy in every realm of life.

CTC 4310 No Ordinary Moments: A Peaceful Warrior's Guide to Daily Life. Dan Millman.  H.J.Kramer Inc., CA, 1992. (Jim McNerney, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.
     In our lives we face challenges, but to make changes, we have to turn knowing into doing. This book presents simple, powerful ways to balance the body, liberate the mind, accept our emotions, and open our hearts - a peaceful way to turn intentions into actions, challenges into strengths, and experiences into wisdom.   

CTC 4359 The Ordinary Path to Holiness. Richard,R.Thomas.Conversion Pub., Norwich, CT, 1999. (Susan Barlow, narr.,Sharon Costello, mon.) 3cass                 

     This work provides a guide of traditional Catholic spirituality; the human soul develops and grows as does a person; physically, emotionally, and mentally. Our spiritual life also develops in three stages: the beginning or purgative; the proficient or illuminative; and the perfect or unitive stage. 
CTC 3451 Porch Talk: Stories of Decency, Common Sense, and other Endangered Species by Phillip Gulley. Harper One, NY, 2007. ( Cate Winter, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Beloved storyteller, Gulley evokes a time when life revolved around the front porch, where friends gathered, stories were told, and small moments took on large meaning. In today’s hurry-up-world, Gulley’s observations are poignant and humorous and remind us of a world we can share again.

CTC 3669 Prose Works other than Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy. 1925 by the Christian Science Bd. of Directors, renewed 1953. (Deborah Sofferman, narr., Sari Max-Fiss, mon.)    16 cass. 

     These writings of Mary Baker Eddy’s; a collection of letters, addresses,
 and sermons, give valuable insights into the discovery of Christian Science and its practical application that can strenghthen anyone’s spiritual journey. 
CTC 4136 Science and Health with key to the scriptures. Eddy, Mary Baker. The First Church of Christ Scientist, Boston, MA,1994. (Deborah Sofferman, narr., Multiple mons.) 10 cass.

    A book with a proven tradition of improving the health and lives of millions. It remains one of the most effective, enduring books on spirituality and healing by Pastor Emeritus of The First Church of Christ, Scientist.      
CTC 3956  Smile and Jump High! the true story of overcoming a traumatic brain injury. Lloyd, Donald J. & Kehoe, Shannon L. Starlight Press, GA, 2001. (Jeannette Mittelsdorf, narr., Rhoda Ashley, mon.) 3 cass.                                             

     The moving account of one young woman and her family’s struggles through more than four years of overcoming a traumatic brain injury.  An emotional ride through the minds of family members and the victim using journals and a diary; demonstrating the value of perseverance and love. 

CTC 3925 Too Young to Retire: an off-the-road map to the rest of your life  Stone, Marika and Howard. Writer's Collective, Cranston, RI, 2002.    (Lawson Ward, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 2 cass.  

     The authors balance making a life while making a living for what can become the third half of your life. Written with invincible optimism, they help us pay attention to our wisdom, soul, and our wallet to turn the rest of our life into the reward we spend the first part working to find.   

CTC 3878 Wounded Healer: Ministry in Contemporary Society.  

Nouwen, Henri J.M.  Doubleday, NY  1972,  1979 ed. (Art Bradbury, narr.,  Gerry Cohen, mon.) 1 cass.  

     In this profoundly simple book, Nouwen offers a fresh interpretation of
modern ministry- to open to fellow human beings with the same wounds as those they serve. He inspires those who have found traditional ways alienating and ineffective.  
CTC 3488 Wrapped in Love  by Judy Buch. Xylonpress.com., 2010. (Eugenia Zessos, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass. 

     A collection of inspirational stories surrounding a knitting and blanket prayer ministry.
CTC 3620 Your Forgotten Self:Mirrored in Jesus the Christ. Ord, David (John Ferrante, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) Namaste Pub.,Canada, 2007. 3cass.

     A theological teaching about Jesus by a graduate of the San Francisco
  Theological seminary.
MYSTERY
CTC 3618 Asking for Murder. Isleib, Roberta. Berkley Pub., NY, 2008. 
(Eileen Epperson, narr., Jane Lescoe, mon.) 3 cass. 

     When advice columnist Dr. Rebecca Butterman’s friend and fellow therapist Annabelle Hart is found badly beaten Rebecca is determined to search for answers; but no one seems to want her help. She agrees to see Annabelle's patients hoping for some answers.
CTC 3565 Awful Secret by Bernard Knight. Pocket Books/Simon & Schuster, London, 2000. ( Roger Deakin, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Gilbert de Rideford is a Knight of the Temple of Solomon who claims to have come into possession of a secret that could shake Christendom to its foundations. Crowner John finds himself undertaking a mission to the island of Lundry - inhabited solely by notorious pirates.
CTC 3762 Birds of a Feather. Winspear, Jacqueline. Penguin Books, NY, 2004. (Dianne Orlando, narr., Tracy Yost, mon.) 4 cass. 
     Intuitive and resourceful Maisie Dobbs takes on another dangerously
 intriguing adventure in London in the spring of 1930. Maisie has been hired to find a runaway heiress when three of her friends are found dead. She investigates and discovers the answers lie in the agony of the Great War. 

CTC 3877 The Blackbird Papers. Smith, Ian. Doubleday/Random House,                  

NY, 2004.    (Joe Puzzo, narr., Lyn Wemple, mon.) 5 cass.                                                                   

     A debut novel by a new talent in crime fiction and his smart, occasionally combative sleuth, Sterling Bledsoe. A rainy night,.a stranded motorist, a good Samaritan passerby (a Nobel-Prize winning professor), make the setup for a shocking murder designed to cover up an even more sinister crime.                                    
CTC 4026  Blue. Padgett, Abigail. Warner Books, NY, 1998.   (Debra Johnson, narr., Grace Lewis, mon.) 5 cass.                                                                                     

     Blue McCarron, a scrappy psychologist/sleuth is hired to free an elderly widow from being convicted as a murderer after she confesses to hitting a man on the head with a paperweight and storing him in her freezer. Blue is convinced the old woman is not a murderer, and unearths a magnificent conspiracy.  
CTC 3791 Codex. Grossman, Lev. Harcourt, Inc. a Harvest Book, NY                 2004. (Helen Townsend, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 5 cass.    

     In this thriller, Edward Wozny, a hotshot young banker, is about to leave

for vacation when he is sent to help an important yet mysterious client search the family library for a precious centuries-old codex. Enlisting a medievalist, Edward is determined to solve the mystery of the codex and the parallels between the legend and a computer game that absorbs him at night.   
CTC 3788  Cromartie v. The God Shiva, Acting Through the Government of India.  Godden, Rumer. Macmillan Pub. Ltd.,  London, 1997.  ed.: Pan Books (Ruth Lanzer narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass.                       

     A revered statue of the god Shiva is missing from a hotel on south India’s exquisite coast. A young lawyer sent from London on the case is instantly captivated by Artemis, a graceful archaeologist staying at the hotel who is as elusive as the mystery of the statue. This magical story about art, love, class and greed shimmers with the sights, sounds and smells of India.         
CTC 3692 Dead Mistress.  Shmurak, Carole B.  Sterling House Pub., PA, 2004. (Claudia McClintock, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass.      

     The headmistress of a posh private school for girls has been found murdered in her office. When Professor Susan Lombardi learns that her friend John has been accused of the crime, she wastes no time to clear his name. While doing so, she uncovers some troubling secrets about the       school's faculty and staff and John is not the only one with a motive.                 
CTC 3691 Deadly Advice. Isleib, Roberta. Berkley/Penguin, NY, 2007. ( Sue Vita, narr., Claire Copen, mon.) 3 cass.   
     As a clinical psychologist and author of an online advice column, Dr. Rebecca Butterman can't believe she missed the signs when her next-door neighbor is found dead from an apparent suicide. Not everything is adding up and Rebecca’s investigative instincts lead her into the dating world and the discovery of just how deadly some advice can be...       
CTC 3690 Death of Riley.  Bowen, Rhys. St. Martin’s , NY, 2002. (Cloris Pearson, narr., Gretchen Bishop, mon.)  4 cass. 

     New York City, 1901. Irish immigrant Molly Murphy cajoles private investigator Paddy Riley into hiring her as his assistant. When Paddy is murdered, Molly gets a glimpse of the culprit and attempts to track him down. Second Molly Murphy mystery. 

CTC 3689 Deep Sea Dead: A Pauline Sokol Mystery by Lori Avocato. Avon Books/Harper Collins Pub., NY, 2006.(Gretchen Bishop, narr., Cloris Pearson, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Former RN, Pauline is donning her nurse's whites again to go undercover as part of the medical team of the Golden Dolphin- a lavish luxury liner that's setting sail for Bermuda. Something fishy is going on aboard and it's Pauline's job to be the secret snoop.  When a dead body turns up in her cabin, she realizes that getting safely back onto land may be a long swim.                                                          
CTC 3941  Diamond Hunters.  Smith, Wilbur. Fawcett Crest, Ballantine Pub. Group, NY 1971.  (Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms, mon.) 3 cass.                                                                              

     Johnny Lance and Benedict van der Byl, have come to the crossroads of their lifetime rivalry. Far beneath the African earth waits a fabulous cache of mineral wealth that can enrich Johnny beyond any man's dream or destroy him. And years of hate within Benedict's soul are about to tip the balance.  

CTC 3587 Died in the Wool, a knitting mystery by Mary Kruger. Pocket books, NY, 2006. (Helen Townsend, narr.,Katie Aziz, mon.) 3 cass. 

     In Freeport, Massachusetts, most if not all locals detest landlady Edith Perry. When she informs her lease holders that she is raising their rent, the police are not shocked to find her murdered; but with purple yarn? The obvious suspect is one Ariadne Evans, owner of Ariadne's Web yarn store.
CTC 3842 Dressed for Death. Leon, Donna. Penguin, NY, 1995. (Joe Puzzo, narr.) 3 cass. 

     Respectable Venetians hardly notice the murder of a transvestite prostitute until the body is identified as the staid director of the Banca di Verona. While tongues wag over the scandal, only Guido Brunetti, the suave and sharp-eyed commissario of police, suspects foul play.
CTC 3561 Elixir of Death by Bernard Knight. Pocket books, UK, 2006. (Eileen Epperson, narr., Jane Lescoe mon.) 4 cass. 

     County Coroner Sir John de Wolfe investigates a series of brutal murders in 12th century England; all related by the use of an unusual knife and crossbow with Arabic lettering; the victims connected to a dangerous crusade. Knight writes a detailed study of the time with known characters.
CTC 3870 Fairway to Heaven.  Isleib, Roberta.  Berkley Prime Crime, NY, 2005.   (Sue Vita, narr., Ginny Potter, mon.) 3 cass.
     Joining a golf tournament at legendary Pinehurst was not Cassie  

Burdette's brightest idea; her team consisting of her father and grumpy boyfriend is driving her nuts; and she's agreed to be maid of honor for a friend's wedding.  When the bride's father disappears, Cassie pokes around the fairways for answers hoping the same won't happen to her. 
CTC 3560  Fear in the Forest by Bernard Knight. Pocket books, UK, 2003. (Dr. David Belman, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 5 cass. 

     Medieval England is powerfully evoked in these gritty forensic investigations, with Sir John de Wolfe, Devon's first county coroner at the heart of each riveting tale.
CTC 3785 Final Fore. Roberta Isleib. Berkley Prime Crime, Penguin, NY, 2006. (Sue Vita, narr., Ginny Potter, mon.) 3 cass.     

     Cassie Burdette is steeling her nerves for the U.S. Women's Open, the most prestigious-and toughest-women's golf event in the world. She's already rattled by the absence of Laura, her favorite caddie, and by a controversial invitation to a men's pro tournament. But then a rival is      poisoned and Cassie begins receiving strange e-mails and messages. 
CTC 3559 Fisherman’s Bend by Linda Greenlaw. Hyperion, NY, 2008. (Cloris Pearson, narr., Gretchen Bishop, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Greenlaw, who lives in Maine and operates a lobster boat turns her hand to fiction in this mystery. Jane Bunker gave up her law-enforcement job in Florida to become a marine consultant in Green Haven, Maine hopes to find some quiet time. Instead she finds a dead body and a murderous conspiracy.
CTC 3687 For the Love of Mike. Bowen, Rhys. St. Martin’s Press, NY, 2003. (Jeanne Lancaster, narr., Jerry Geci, mon.) 4 cass.

     New York, 1901. In this sequel to Death of Riley, Molly Murphy inherits her boss's detective business. Two cases, one to uncover industrial espionage and the other to locate a runaway, intertwine while Molly tries to ease the plight of an immigrant family and finds a new love.                                      

CTC 3851 Full Cry. Brown, Rita Mae. Ballantine Books, NY, 2004.    (Helen Townsend, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 5 cass.                                                            

     Riding horseback, Sister Jane Arnold, the regal seventy-two-year-old master of foxhounds of the Jefferson Hunt Club, surveys the peaceful rolling hills of Virginia where two harmless old outcasts have been killed. With a sad heart, Sister chases a killer who has gone underground.   
CTC 3478 Full Dark House by Christopher Fowler. Bantam Books, NY, 2003. (Marge Rogers, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 4 cass. 

     There are plenty of gothic touches in British author Fowler's debut mystery. When 80-year-old police detective Arthur Bryant gets blown up in an explosion at the North London Peculiar Crimes Unit HQ, his longtime partner, John May investigates.      
CTC 3608 Havana Room by Colin Harrison. Thorndike Press/Farrar, Straus, Giroux, NY, 2004. (Joe Puzzo, narr., Pete Dusha, mon.) 6 cass. 

     With career and marriage over, lawyer Bill Wyeth frequents a Manhattan steak house, where he agrees to help the intriguing manager’s friend finalize a deal in the restaurant's private bar. His new client's dangerous obsessions soon ensnare him. Strong language, some descriptions of sex, and violence. 
CTC 3557 House of Shadows – an Historical Mystery by the Medieval Murderers: Bernard Knight, Ian Morson, Michael Jecks, Philip Gooden, Susanna Gregory.  (Jeanne Lancaster, narr., Jerry Geci,  mon.) 5 cass. 

     Bermondsey Priory, 1114:  A young chaplain succumbs to the temptations of the flesh and suffers a gruesome punishment. From that moment, the monestery is cursed and over the next 500 years, murder and treachery abound inside its hallowed walls.
CTC 3753 Ice Flow by J. Tracksler. Self-published. (Betsy, Schmid, narr.,          Deborah Sofferman,mon.) 3 cass. 
     Mallory Merrill is a young wife, loving mother, and a murderer. As a teenager, she killed her grandfather out of compassion as a mercy killing and has gone on to help others who seek her services. But Mallory's endless self-doubt hits close to home as she comes face-to-face with her husband's killer.
CTC 3501 Inspector Cadaver by Georges Simenon. Penguin Books, NY, 1944. (Sari Max Fiss, narr., Deborah Sofferman, mon.) 2 cass. 

    Inspector Maigret finds himself in Saint-Aubin at the request of a Magistrate in Paris. A young working-class man has been found dead apparently run over by a train. The gossip points in the direction of the Magistrate's brother-in-law and Maigret agrees (reluctantly) to help.
CTC 3976 Jack, Knave and Fool. Alexander, Bruce. Berkley Prime Crime,  

New York, 1998.    (Anthony Mitchell, narr., Terry Swan, mon.) 5 cass.   

     When the Earl of Laningham drops dead during a concert, the authorities
 insist he died of natural causes. But blind magistrate Sir John Fielding has a
 sixth sense for foul play, and instinct tells him that the Earl's sudden death was most unnatural. The investigation takes him from the streets of London's seediest neighborhoods to the living rooms of its stateliest mansions. 

CTC 3973 The Last Blue Plate Special.  Padgett, Abigail.  Warner Books, 

New York, NY, 2001.  (Marjorie Rogers, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 4 cass.  

     Unconventional sleuth and social psychologist Blue McCarron's new assignment involves her in politics, but politics takes a backseat when a state assembly woman dies in a car crash, and the autopsy reveals the woman did not die from the crash. Joining Blue on the case is Roxanne Bouchie, an African-American forensic psychiatrist. The two face an assassin and their own conflicts as independent women in a society often set against them.  
CTC 3680 Love Her Madly by Mary-Ann Tirone Smith. Pinnacle Books, NY, 2004. ( Carol Simpson Hewey, narr., Debbie Bourbeau, mon.) 4 cass.  

     FBI agent Poppy Rice investigates possible miscarriages of injustice and Tona Leigh Glueck's case has plenty of red flags. Childlike, delicate and so appreciative of Poppy's help, how could she be guilty of a brutal double murder? Will the truth reveal a condemned woman's innocence or a twisted killer waiting for the next victim?

CTC 3530 The Main by Trevanian. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, NY, 1976. (Stan Vogel, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 5 cass. 

     The Main is Montreal's immigrant district, teeming with crime, poverty, 
 and society's rejects, a ghetto where many backgrounds intermingle and Claude LaPointe, police lieutenant, has worked for thirty years. When his existence is exploded by a grotesque murder, he finds himself on a strange journey, uncovering not only a murderer's identity but his own as well.
CTC 3498 Maigret and the Man on the Boulevard by Georges Simenon, translated by Eileen Ellenbogen. Penguin books, NY, 1953. (Jeanne Lancaster, narr., Jerry Geci, mon.) 2 cass.

     An Inspector Maigret mystery – When Louis Thouret is found murdered just off the Boulevard Saint Martin, Inspector Miagret thinks it is just a run of the mill stabbing until Mrs. Thouret is asked to identify the body. He is wearing different clothes and his wallet contains far more money.
CTC 3748 Maisie Dobbs. Jacqueline Winspear. Penquin Books, NY, 2003.    

(Susan Stern, narr., Ann Lavallo, mon. 4 cass.         

     Maisie Dobbs first assignment, a seemingly open-and-shut infidelity case,
 will reveal a much deeper, darker mystery, forcing Maisie to revisit the horrors of the war and the ghost she left behind. Refreshing, absorbing, and beautifully rendered, this book marks the beginning of an incredible series. 
CTC 3497 Murder on Astor Place by Victoria Thompson. Berkley Prime Crime, NY, 1999. (Barbara Plude, narr., Liz Thompson, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Sprinkled with fascinating details of turn-of-the-century New York City, this old-fashioned mystery moves from the mansions of Fifth Avenue to the flophouse of the Lower East Side. Sarah Brandt, a midwife, estranged from her wealthy family for years returns to the upper-class society she scorns to find a killer when a young woman from a prominent family, is murdered. 
CTC 3496 My Friend Maigret by Georges Simenon, trans. by Nigel Ryan. Penguin Books, 1949,1956.(Roger Deakin, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass.

     A classic Maigret mystery; Inspector Maigret is called to solve a murder on an island off the French Riviera. A Scotland Yard inspector comes to observe Maigret’s methods but both feel awkward because Maigret has no methods. His characteristic investigative technique is to immerse himself in the place and people involved until he understands how the crime happened. 
CTC 3575 Oscar Wilde and a Death of No Importance by Gyles Brandreth. Touchstone/Simon & Schuster, 2007. (Raymond Bouley, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 4 cass. 
     One of Britain's premier royal biographers pens the first in a series of clever and stylish murder mysteries. Lovers of historical mystery will relish this chilling Victorian tale based on real events and cloaked in authenticity. And the sleuth is one of Britain's most fascinating and controversial figures.
CTC 3452 Painted Lady by Edward Marston. Allison & Busby, Ltd., London, 2008. (Barbara Plude, narr., Liz Thompson, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Araminta Jewell is one of the beauties of her day; even her marriage to ugly Sir Martin Culthorpe has not discouraged the rakes of London. Before she wed, a special club had been set up for the Capture of Araminta’s Maidenhood with a sizeable wager for the winner. French artist Jean-Paul Villemot is painting her portrait but before it is revealed, Sir Martin is dead.
CTC 3598 Police at the Funeral by Margery Allingham. Carroll & Graf, c1932 by Doubleday. ( Linda Sundell, narr., Terry Swan, mon.) 4 cass. 

     In this master detective novel, Albert Campion tries to solve the murder of Uncle Andrew, an irksome member of the prominent Faraday Family.
CTC 3887 Proving Trail. L'Amour, Louis. Bantam Books, NY, 1978.    
(Stan Vogel, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 3 cass.     

     Kearney McRaven was told that his father had killed himself but Kearney knew someone was lying to him. As he delved deeper into the mystery, he learned that just before his father died, he had won nearly ten-thousand dollars and the deed to a cattle ranch. Now Kearney must track down his     

father's killer and claim what is his while staying out of harm's way.    
CTC 3674 Restless Waters by Jessica Speart. Avon /Harper Collins, NY 2005. (Carol Hewey, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Rachel spends less time on her research and more on investigations into illegal reptile breeding and the gruesome practice of shark finning. Both had been banned, but Rachel meets an informant who tells her that political protection goes all the way to the top. Though she receives warnings, Rachel won't give up her investigations which turn up a number of murders, one of which is very nearly her own.
CTC 3572 The Romanov Prophecy, a novel by Steve Berry. Ballantine Books, NY, 2004. (Jeff Bouvier, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 5 cass.

     Atlanta Lawyer Miles Lord's job is to perform a background check on the tsarist candidate favored by a powerful group of Western Businessmen. When he is nearly killed by gunmen on a city plaza; Miles becomes desperate to know what really happened to the family of Russia's last tsar?
CTC 3772  Sacred Cows.  Karen E. Olson. Warner Books, New York, 2005. (Cloris Pearson, Gretchen Bishop, mon.) 4 cass.       

     After a late night on the town, crime reporter Annie Seymour only wants to sleep, but a phone call from her editor drags her to a cold, wet New Haven street and a murder victim who was a Yale student by day and a high-priced escort by night. Annie quickly links the death to a trail of vice that leads to the city's highest levels.  Uncovering the truth can get her the elusive Pulitzer or a mention in the obituary column.                                                                                                                                                                         

CTC 3828 A Sea of Troubles. Donna Leon. Arrow Books, London, 2001.    

 (Anthony Mitchell, narr., Terry Swan, mon.) 3 cass.                                                      

      The murder of two clam fisherman off the island of Pellestrina on the Venetian Lagoon draws Commissario Brunetti into the close-knit island community bound together by a code of loyalty and a suspicion of outsiders. Brunetti finds himself torn between his duty to solve the murders and the safety of his boss's secretary.
CTC 4105  The Servant's Tale. Frazer, Margaret. Berkley Prime Crime 

New York, NY 1993. (Salli Norelli, narr., Deborah Sofferman, mon.) 2 cass.                                                       

     At Christmas time, the sisters of St. Frideswide cannot turn away travellers. But along with the motley crew comes the grievously wounded husband of the cloister's scullery maid. They swear they found him drunk in a ditch but the tale sounds suspicious when two dead bodies are discovered. 

CTC 3737 She’s Not There by Mary-Ann Tirone Smith. Pinnacle Books, NY, 2003. (Carol S. Hewey, narr., Debbie Bourbeau, mon.) 4 cass.

     FBI agent Poppy Rice has seen plenty of murder victims in her day but
 the one she stumbles upon during her vacation on peaceful Block Island is different. The naked young girl has no visible wounds yet her face is contorted in a silent scream and local authorities assume it was a drug overdose. When a second body is found, Poppy questions the tight-lipped locals and plunges into the community's buried secrets.
CTC 3958  Shooting Gallery. Trigoboff, Joseph. Lyons Press, Guilford, CT, 2002. (Ruth Agin, narr., Ruth Meisel, mon.) 4 cass.                                                                

     When Detective Yablonsky is called upon to investigate the murder of a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, he is drawn into the seedy underbelly of Manhatten's elite world of the rich and famous. The victim, a tough-hitting reporter for an alternative newspaper had enemies everywhere and as Yablonsky investigates, he uncovers a world of corruption and murder. SL.

CTC 3446 Simple Justice by John Morgan Wilson. Bold Strokes Books, NY, 1996. (Lawson Ward, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 3 cass. 
     A new series featuring gay Hollywood reporter, Benjamin Justice,
 investigating the death of a homosexual outside a bar. In the line of the assignment, Justice participates in bouts of rough sex, graphically described.
CTC 3736 The 6th Lamentation by William Broderick. Penguin Books, 2003. (Joe Puzzo, narr., Lyn Wemple, mon.) 5 cass. 

     After decades in hiding, Eduard Schwermann, a suspected Nazi war criminal, claims sanctuary at Larkwood Priory, a modern-day monastery in the English countryside. Ordered to investigate the 50-year-old mystery of Schwermann's crime, Father Anselm, an ex-lawyer turned monk, is soon immersed in the murky history of the Nazi occupation of Paris and the deportation of French Jews to the death camps. 
CTC 4037  Skin Graft. Patrick, Frank S.  NBM Pub. Co., Old Saybrook, CT, 2002.   First Ed.  (Linda Duncan, narr., Vic Bengston, mon.) 5 cass. 

     When beautiful socialite Marlena Forsythe marries a world-renowned plastic surgeon, she has no idea that her own life will be threatened. Her husband's secret life of deceit and corruption throws her into the murderous hands of a ruthless drug lord who deftly kills Venezuelans while assuming the face of another man.  This story remains long after the mask of each character has been removed. 

CTC 3672 The Stiff and the Dead: a Pauline Sokol Mystery. Avocato,  Lori. Avon Bks., NY, 2005. ( Jane Lescoe, narr., E. Epperson, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Former nurse, Pauline Sokol now a medical insurance fraud investigator, goes undercover in a local seniors' center where prescriptions are still being filled for a patient who just happens to be dead. A little snooping reveals the recently deceased was up to his jowls in an illegal viagra ring. But the next prescription for murder seems to have Pauline's name on it.
CTC 3651 Sugarplums and Scandals. Avocato, Lori et al. Avon Books, NY 2006.  (Sonnie Osborne, narr.,  Donna Storms, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Six talented authors (some from Connecticut) showcase their writing in this very enjoyable Christmas anthology of romance and mystery! From the supernatural to the mysterious, this collection provides humor intrigue.   

CTC 3650 A Taste of Insanity by Jack and Liz Tinker. Booksurge, LLC.,  2003.  (Dolores Kleffmann, narr., Hugh Bastian, mon.) 3 cass. 

     A mystery surrounding New England college life that involves action,
humor, and complexity; written by a couple from Old Saybrook, CT.
CTC 3491 The Three Miss Margarets by Louise Shaffer. Ballantine Books, NY,    (Mary Jane Tierney, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 4 cass. 

     In Charles Valley, Georgia, three elderly ladies -- Miss Peggy, Dr. Maggie, and Miss Li'l Bit -- have kept a secret about a crime for decades. They are at risk of exposure when African American scientist, Vashti Johnson, coming home to die, and her biographer arrive. Strong language
 and violence. Followed by "The Ladies of Garrison Gardens."
CTC 3523 Tiger in the Smoke by Margery Allingham. Carroll & Graf, NY,  1952. (Alan Taylor, narr. , Connie Heckendorf, mon.) 4 cass. 

     A spine-chilling manhunt through London’s sinister underworld caps Albert Campion’s investigation in this case of extremely perplexing identity.
CTC 3700 Trouble Rides the Texas Pacific: a Texas Ranger Jim Blawcyzk Story by James J. Griffin. iUniverse, NY, 2005. (James Early, narr., Kirby Klump, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Texas Ranger Jim is riding the El Paso Limited to a routine assignment until the train is wrecked and robbed. Barely escaping the wreckage, Jim sets out with his horse and partner, Sam, to track down the outlaws responsible for the devastation. What appears to be an isolated robbery, leads to a much larger plot to destroy the Texas Pacific Railroad.            

CTC 3924  Uniform Justice: A Commissario Brunetti Novel. Leon, Donna. Atlantic Monthly Press, NY 2003. (Charlotte Organschi, narr., Jerry Geci, mon.) 2 cass.                          

     Shrewd, charismatic Commissario Brunetti cuts through contemporary Venice's undercurrents of politics, corruption, and intrigue in an unsettling case. The body of a student has been found hanged in a military academy and the parents while convinced that the death was not a suicide are not eager to help in the investigation. Is it reluctance or something darker?    

CTC 3881 Vixen 03. Cussler, Clive. Viking Penguin, NY, 1978.     

(Joe Puzzo, narr. P. Dusha, Sally Szoke, mons.) 4 cass.                                                                

     In 1954, the plane-Vixen 03, bound for the Pacific carrying thirty-six Doomsday bombs, canisters armed with quick-death germs of high potency vanishes. It has in fact crashed into an ice-covered lake in Colorado. In 1988, Dirk Pitt, discovers the wreckage of the plane but two canisters are missing. Dirk needs to find their whereabouts along with their mission.           
CTC 4068 The Weekend.  Pike, Christopher. Simon & Schuster, NY, 1997.  (Jeanne Fitzgerald, narr., Peggy Reventlow, mon.) 3 cass.  

     The weekend in Mexico sounded like a dream vacation. Four guys, five girls and a gorgeous oceanside mansion all to themselves. It should have been perfect except for the things that started happening. While they were getting some sun, someone else was getting revenge and the terror     wouldn't stop until the weekend was over.        
CTC 3521 We’ll Always Have Parrots by Donna Andrews. Thomas Dunne Books, NY, 2004. (Jane Lescoe, narr., Eileen Epperson, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Journeying to a cult TV show's fan convention in the hope that her actor fiance will be able to renegotiate contract terms with the program's leading lady,  Meg finds herself investigating when the star is found murdered.
Historical Fiction
CTC 3518 Alice’s Tulips by Sandra Dallas. St. Martin’s, NY, 2001.     (Avril Dobousek, narr., Grace Lewis, mon.) 4 cass. 
     Alice, a young newlywed, whose husband Charlie has joined the Union Army is left on his Iowa farm alone with his formidable mother. She writes letters to her sister relaying details about her life in Civil-War America but when she is accused of murder she must discover her hidden strengths.
CTC 3540 Anna, Ann, Annie by Thomas Trebitsch Parker. Plume/Penguin, NY 1993. (Susan Stern, narr., Ann Lovallo, mon.) 5 cass. 

     Ten-year-old Anna, a gifted child pianist in Vienna under the Nazi threat
 becomes an older Ann working as a servant in London and eventually Annie in a glossy America where she takes up with power broker Jake who comes to embody all that she has tried to flee.
CTC 3695 Awake in the Dark. Shira, Nayman. Scribner, NY, 2006. (Claire Coppen, narr., Sue Vita, mon.) 4 cass.                                   
     Provocative and haunting fictional stories portray the contemporary lives of children of the Holocaust victims and perpetrators as they struggle with the legacy of their parents. An illuminating look about the secrets we keep, the consequences of our silences, and how we are formed by history.
CTC 3482 Beneath a Marble Sky, a love story. Shors, John. New American Library, NY,2004. (Susan Stern, narr., Ann Lovallo, mon.) 5 cass. 
     In 1632, the Emperor of Hindustan, Shah Jahan, overwhelmed with grief over the death of his beloved wife, commissioned the building of a grand mausoleum to symbolize the greatness of their love – the Taj Mahal. Told by Princess Jahanara, their eldest daughter; she recounts their story, as well as her own, a parallel tale of forbidden love during an epic era when, alongside continuous war, architecture and the arts reached a pinnacle of perfection.
CTC 3818  Blade of Grass. DeSoto, Lewis.  Ecco/HarperCollins, 
2003. (Susan Stern, narr.,  Ann Lovallo, mon.) 5 cass.                                                    

     Marit, a young British woman comes to live with her husband on their new farm in South Africa. After violence strikes her world, she must run the farm alone in a tug of war between the local Afrikaner community and the black farm workers both vying for control of the land. Her only supporter is her black housekeeper, Tembi. Together, they struggle to hold onto the farm.     
 CTC 3590 A&B Blind Your Ponies by Stanley Gordon West. Lexington-Marshall Pub. , Shakopee, MN., 2001.  (Rosemary Farnsworth, narr., Anne Lovallo, mon.) 8 cass. 
     Sam Pickett never expected to settle in this dried-up shell of a town on the western edge of the world. He's come here to hide from the violence and madness that shattered his life, but what he finds is what he least expects. There's a spirit that endures in Willow Cree, Montana.  Every inhabitant of this forgotten outpost has a reason for taking a detour or a reason for staying.                

CTC 4098 The Broken Place. Shaara, Michael.  Pocket Books, Simon & Schuster, NY, 1968. (Art Bradbury, narr.,  Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.      

     The haunting aftermath of war and its toll on the human psyche is portrayed by Pulitzer-prize winning author, Michael Shaara. After facing death on a cold, gray battlefield in Korea, Tom McLain cannot reconnect to his life and begin imaging the future again. He is drawn instead to the boxing ring where he learns to crave the adrenaline-stoked rush of victory.

CTC 3562 Death of a Circus by Chandra Prasad. Red Hen Press, CA, 2006. (Marjorie Rogers, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 3 cass.  

     Ms. Prasad's thorough research enabled her to bring to life the world of the big top with its own distinctive language, customs, and rigid hierarchical society. As the circus train meanders about the country and through the early 20th century, the narrative shifts between a series of protagonists.
CTC 3535 Dog Soldiers by Robert Stone. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 1974. ( Leo Paul, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 4 cass. 

     In Saigon during the waning days of the Vietnam war--a small-time journalist thinks he'll find action and profit by getting involved in a big time drug deal. A frightening, powerful, intense novel that captures the underground mood of America in the 1970's..     
CTC 3637 Garden of Martyrs by Michael C.White. St. Martin’s Griffin, NY, 2004. ( Lawson Ward, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 5 cass. 

     In 1806 Boston, two Irish immigrants, Dominic Daley and James Halligan, were hanged for murder. It took nearly 200 years for the state of Massachusetts to proclaim their innocence. White weaves a novel around the  historical characters with quotes from primary documents, revealing the intense anti-Catholic prejudice of nineteenth-century Boston.
CTC 4051 The Golden Straw. Cookson, Catherine.  1995. (Avril Dobousek, narr.  Grace Lewis, mon.)  7 cass. 

     The title refers to a large, broad-brimmed hat given to Emily Pearson.  Emily and the Golden Straw attract the eye of Paul Steerman who brought nothing but disgrace and tragedy to Emily, influencing the destiny of her children amd grandchildren. A brilliant portrayal of English life from the Victorian era to the stormy years of the 20th century by a great storyteller. 

Show more 

Show less 

[image: image1.png]



CTC 3841 The Good Journey. Gilchrist, Michaela. University of Chicago Pr., 2001.(Jeanne Fitzgerald, narr.,Peggy Reventlow,Katie Aziz, mons.)7 c. 
     Southern belle, Mary Bullitt abandons her life of luxury to marry General Henry Atkinson and accompanies him to frontier living; a love story and a depiction of the struggle for the West.

CTC 3840 Green Gauntlet. Delderfield, R.F.  Coronet Books, Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1968.   (Ruth Lanzer , narr., Gerry Cohen,, mon.) ? cass

     Book three of the Horseman Riding By Series. Paul and Claire Craddock have grown older in years but not in spirit. World War II is over and new property laws enable speculators to reap huge profits from agricultural lands and Paul's livelihood is threatened. With the help of his children, Paul struggles to preserve their happiness and discovers deeper ties with them.
CTC 4012 It Rained in Dallas. Rienzi, Robert. Four Seasons Pub., FL, 2002. (Barbara Young, narr., Sue Vita, mon.) 

     On Monday, November 18, 1963. President Kennedy's personal security
 advisor, Colonel Prouty uncovers pieces of information that take the shape of an assassination attempt on the President. Meanwhile, two reporters on assignment in New Orleans, stumble upon clues that support the Colonel's findings.  Leading to the fateful hour, the drama builds for the President, his men, the conspirators in Washington D.C., Dallas and the two reporters in New Orleans, culminating in an altered view of Friday, November 22, 1963. 

CTC 3554 Kitchen Boy, a novel of the Last Tsar by Robert Alexander. Penguin, NY, 2003. (Helen Townsend, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 4 cass. 

     The final days of the last Russian tsar, Nicholas II and his family are still a fascinating mystery. There is no one left to bear witness to what happened at the execution; or is there? Alexander takes a very real but forgotten and overlooked potential witness and creates an amazing fictional account of what may have transpired. 

CTC 3552 The Lambs of London by Peter Ackroyd. Anchor Books, Random House, NY 2004. (Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.

     A lightly fictionalized historical novel about real-life essayist Charles Lamb and his sister Mary, their love of Shakespeare and William Henry Ireland, a bookseller who unearths a trove of Shakespeare documents, including what seems to be an unknown play. The mystery of the play's origin shapes an enchanting,  melancholy, exploration of London society.
CTC 3778 Leeway Cottage. Gutcheon, Beth. Harper Perennial, NY, 2005.    (Susan Fox, narr., Sharon Stahl, mon. ) 6 cass.

     A beautifully written novel combining a twentieth-century marriage and one of the most stirring stories of World War II. In April 1940, as the Nazis march into Denmark, wealthy Sydney Bryant, marries a gifted Danish pianist, Laurus Moss. Laurus's family plays an active role in Denmark's rescue of the country's Jews. 

CTC 3834 Long Summer Day:Horseman Riding By,Book 1. Delderfield, R.F. Coronet Books, 1996. (Katie Aziz, narr., mult mons.) 10 cass. 
     Paul Craddock is still a young man when he is invalided out of the Boer War.  With enthusiasm he takes on restoring the neglected country estate of Shallowford nestled in a secluded corner of Devon valley. But the changes taking place in England, cause Paul to fear that no place however remote can escape the challenge of the times.
CTC 3891  Lucy, a novel. Feldman, Ellen. W.W. Norton & Co., NY & London, 2003.   (Debra Johnson, narr., Melissa Zwang, mon.) 4 cass.                                                                  

     On the eve of WWI, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, fiercely ambitious and still untouched by polio, fell in love with his wife's social secretary, Lucy Mercer. When Eleanor discovered the affair, divorce was discussed but honor and ambition won out. Based on recent findings, this novel brings sympathy and insight to the connection between this compelling trio.   
CTC 3631 Mary Anne by Daphne DuMaurier. Doubleday/Pocket Books, Inc., 1954. (Susan Stern, narr.,  Ann Lovallo, mon.) 5 cass.

     Based on the true story of one of du Maurier's distant relatives, Mary Anne's love of money and men who spend it embroil her in risks that threaten her very existence. An ambitious, and seductive young woman, Mary Anne finds the single most rewarding way to rise above her miserable cockney world is to become the mistress to a royal duke. In doing so, she provokes a scandal that rocks Regency England. 

CTC 3657 Moonlight Hotel by Scott Anderson. Anchor Books/Random House, NY, 2006. (Derek Dibble, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 5 cass.
    This fascinating satire of American imperialism and hypocrisy unfolds in the fictional Arab kingdom of Kutar, circa 1983. For centuries tribal conflict has flared sporadically in the arid hills hundreds of miles from the coastal capital of Laradan. The residents of Laradan ignore the stories but the Americans decide to do something about the unrest.
CTC 3653 Ride the River by L’Amour, Louis. 17 Sackett Series, Bantam, NY,  .(Carol Hewey, narr., Gerry Cohen, Debbie Borbeau,mons.) 3 cass. 
     In the 1840s, sixteen-year-old Echo, youngest of the Sackett line, travels from Tennessee to Philadelphia to claim her inheritance. When lawyer James White tries to swindle her, Echo flees town with the money. James's thugs and Dorian Chantry, a man sent to protect Echo, pursue her. 
CTC 3704 Royal Flash:  From The Flashman Papers, 1842-3 and 1847-8 by George MacDonald Fraser. Penguin/Plume, 1970. (Vincent Lamenza, narr., Robert Meisel,  mon.) 5 cass.
      A fictional memoir of Sir Henry Flashman, an officer in the Horse Guards during the reign of Queen Victoria, as he successfully blunders his way through battles and bedrooms. Flashy sinks to new lows of treachery, cunning, and deceit when he tries to thwart an international conspiracy.  

CTC 3903 Seraglio, a novel by Janet Wallach. Nan Talese/Doubleday, 2003. (Avril Dobousek, narr., Grace Lewis, mon.) 3 cass. 

     At age thirteen en route from school in France to her home in Martinique, Aimee is kidnapped by Algerian pirates. Blond and blue-eyed, she is a valuable commodity and is placed in the service of Seraglio, the sultan's private world. Her life treads the line between sumptuous pleasures and mere survival until her final years when she is awarded control of the harem. Some sexually explicit material.
CTC 3671 Triangle, a novel by Katherine Weber. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, NY, 2006. ( Lisa Baldwin, narr., Ken Jacobs, mon.) 3 cass. 

     By the time she dies at age 106, Esther Gottesfeld, the last survivor of the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist fire, has told the story many times. A haunting chronicle of the event that for ninety years was New York's worst disaster.   

CTC 3670 The Virgin Blue. Chevalier, Tracy. Penguin, NY, 1997. ( Raymond Bouley, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 4 cass. 

     Ella Turner and Isabelle du Moulin, two women born centuries apart are tied together by a haunting family legacy. When Ella and her husband move to a small town in France, Ella begins to research her French ancestry. As the story unfolds alternating between Ella and Isabelle, a common thread emerges that pulls the lives of the two women together in a mysterious way. 

CTC 3593 When Oil Ran Red by Clay Randall. Random House, NY, 1952. (James Early, narr., Kirby Klump, mon.) 3 cass. 
     An unforgettable story of the fiery time when oilmen invaded cattle country and the struggles that ensued between them.
CTC 3543 The Widow’s War, a novel by Sally Gunning. Harper Collins Pub., NY, 2006. (Stan Vogel, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 4 cass.

     Mystery author Gunning moves to literary historical genre with this provocative tale of a whaling widow determined to forge a new life in colonial Cape Cod after her husband drowns in 1761. She is forced to remake her life and deal with complex living arrangements.
CTC 3922 The Wished-for Country. Karlin, Wayne. Curbstone Press,       

Willimantic, CT, 2002. (Katie Aziz, narr.,Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 4 cass.

     A powerful  re-creation, deeply imagined and richly detailed, of early Colonial times in Maryland. Karlin has summoned up the ghosts that haunt us still and danced them into being, their outward lives and inward truths.                                                                           
Nostalgic and Romantic Fiction & Family sagas
CTC 3665 A&B  Between Two Rivers by Nicholas Rinaldi. Harper Collins Pub., NY, 2004. ( Debra Johnson, narr., Melissa Zwang, mon.) 8 cass.

     Stories about  the lives of the inhabitants of a condominium complex in NYC as seen through the eyes of the concierge.

CTC 3721 Eddie’s Bastard by William Kowalski. HarperCollins pub., NY, 1999. (Joe Puzzo, narr., Terry Swan, mon.) 5 cass.

     With the recent death of his only son, Eddie, Grandpa Mann believes he is the last surviving member of a once-great family until the morning he finds an abandoned baby in a basket on his doorstep with a note identifying the occupant as “Eddie’s Bastard”. What follows is the bittersweet story of an old man who raises his grandson steeping him in a complex heritage.
CTC 4020 Fading, My Parmacheene Belle.  Scott, Joanna. Picador/ Henry Holt & Co., NY, 1987. (Joel Abbott, narr., Barbara Comstock, mon.) 5 cass.  

     Mourning the loss of his wife, and in a fit of rage and grief, an aged fisherman attacks his son and flees into the neighboring woods. Soon accompanied by a teenage waif, the fisherman regales the girl with tales of his beloved,  "Parmacheene Belle", and forges on his quixotic quest to reach his late wife's native coast. One of the strangest love stories ever told.  

CTC 3910  The Florabama Ladies Auxiliary & Sewing Circle.  Battle, Lois.Penguin,NY,2001.(Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms, mon. 5 cass.                       

     Lois Battle creates a rich tapestry of female friendships in this funny and poignant story about the surprising power of a group of small-town women. When the local lingerie factory closes, the ex-bra seamstresses join forces in the "Displaced Homemakers Program" at a community college. Together, they endure a midlife survival course where the events of a single year forever alter the way they see the world and their places in it. 

CTC 3502 The Housekeeper and the Professor by Yoko Ogawa. Picador, NY, 2003. (Beth Steinberg, narr., Roxana Laughlin, mon.) 2 cass. 

     The narrator in Ogawa 's mysterious, radiant fable,is the youngest housekeeper at the agency. She knows that her new client will be a challenge: nine housekeepers have already been fired. But when she meets the Professor, a brilliant mathemetician in his small cottage, she is intrigued instead of wary. At long last, he has the perfect companions. The smart and resourceful housekeeper, the single mother of a baseball-crazy 10-year-old boy the Professor adores, falls under the spell of the beautiful mathematical phenomena. The three create an indivisible formula for love.
CTC 3606 Ice Castle by Joyce Livingston. Heartsong Presents, OH., 1999.
(Eugenia Zessos, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass.

     Carlee Bennet is dedicated to her Lord, her children, and the memory of her late husband. Her life changes when she meets Dan Castleberry at the skating rink that she owns.
CTC 3978  In the Castle of the Flynns. Michael Raleigh. Sourcebooks Landmark, Illinois, 2002. (Art Bradbury, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.                                                  

     The childhood of Daniel Dorsey, a young boy growing up Irish in a vibrant 1950's Chicago neighborhood is forever changed when his parents are killed in a car crash. Taken in by his colorful, at times mad, and always tender and caring extended family, Daniel learns the wonder of being a kid and that even the deepest sorrows and hurt can be healed. 
CTC 3837 In the Image, a novel. Horn, Dara.W.W.Norton &Co. NY,2002. (Dolores Kleffmann, narr., Ron Johnson, Anthony Mitchell, mons) 5 cass. 

     Losing a friend in high school, Leora continues on to college, her career, and falling in love, while her lost friend's grandfather, Bill, remembers his experiences in Amsterdam and Austria.
CTC 3683 Irish Thoroughbred by Nora Roberts. Harlequin Enterprises, 1981. (Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass. 
     Adelia Cunnane, orphaned since age 10 leaves Ireland to join her uncle on a horse farm in Maryland. The handsome owner falls in love with her.
CTC 3850 Kingfishers Catch Fire. Godden, Rumer.  Pan Macmillan          London, 1953.    (Katie Aziz, narr., Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 4 cass.   

     A young English woman with two children travels to Kashmir to set up
 home there below the Himalayas. She is unaware of the turmoil that her arrival produces with the villagers as they compete for her patronage. 

Her cook takes action to secure his position but the consequences of his      innocent plan are catastrophic.                                                       

CTC 3972  Last Year's River.   Jones, Allen Morris. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston & NY, 2001.  (Ginny Potter, narr., John Hart, mon.) 4 cass.                                                        

     Set amid the exquisitely rendered landscape of the Rocky Mountains, is
 the compelling story of the romance between a young New York debutante, sent off to Wyoming to bear a child, and a cowhand recently returned to the family ranch from the trenches of World War I.   The revealed thoughts of these unlikely lovers, unfolds a history as grand as the American West.
CTC 3635 Let It Snow. Macomber, Debbie. Harlequin Books, NY, 1986.  (Beth Steinberg, narr., Rhoda Laughlin, mon.) 1 cass.  
     Snowbound after a blizzard delayed their flight home for the holidays, Shelly soon found that meeting Slade Garner changed the course of her life and she wished the trip would never end.  A holiday favorite for romantics.
CTC 3603  Let the Northern Lights Remember Your Name by Vendela Vida. Harper Collins, NY 2007.(Rosemary Farnsworth, narr., Ann Lovallo,     mon.)  2 cass. 

     On the day of her father's funeral, twenty-eight-year-old Clarissa Iverton
  discovers that he wasn't her biological father. Her mother disappeared fourteen years earlier, and now Clarissa is alone and adrift. The one person she feels she can trust, her fiancé, Pankaj, has just revealed a terrible and life-changing secret to her. In the cycle of a day, all the truths in Clarissa's world become myths, and she is catapulted out of the life she knew. 
CTC 3581 Letters for Emily. Wright, Cameron. Pocket Books, NY, 2001. 

(John Hart, narr., Ginny Potter, mon.) 3 cass. 
     A Grandfather diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease teaches his family the most valuable lesson of all by compiling a book of poems for his granddaughter. Wright delves into the family's struggles that includes mental illness, a marriage breakup and a mysterious legacy.

CTC 3633 Lonesome Cowboy by Debbie Macomber. Harlequin Books, NY, 1998. (L. Kryzanski, narr., Bea Ball, mon.) 3 cass. 
     A romance novel that takes place in a ranching community in Texas.
CTC 3600 Nothing is Quite Forgotten in Brooklyn. Mattison, Alice. Hrper Perennial. 2008 (       narr.,       mon.) 3 cass.

     A week spent watching her mother’s cat in Brooklyn takes a surprising turn for Con Tepper as she has troubling experiences and discoveries. Years later, working as a lawyer in Brooklyn, unsettling reminders of that week lead to a confrontation to unravel family mysteries of the past. 

CTC 3831 Peacock Spring.   Godden, Rumer.  Picador/Pan Macmillan  
London, 2004.  (Susan Fox, narr., Sharon Sahl, mon.) 2 cass.   
     Una and her sister are summoned from their English boarding school to join their diplomat father in Delhi.  Soon Una starts to spend time with Ravi who works in the exotic gardens of her new home and falls passionately in love. But their love is forbidden and Una discovers that breaking the rules changes everything.                              

CTC 3450 A Road Through the Mountains.McGregor, Elizabeth. Bantam Books, NY, 2004. (Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms, mon.) 4 cass.

     Lingering in a coma after a car accident, gifted painter Anna Russell subconsciously fights for survival to reclaim a life and a love she thought were lost. Her mother,  contacts David Mortimer, Anna's onetime lover, informing him of Anna's 10-year-old daughter, Rachel. David learns that Rachel suffers from a rare form of autism known as Asperger's syndrome. He finds a way to bridge the distance between the three of them.
CTC 3960 Round Robin: an Elm Creek Quilts Novel. Chiaverini, Jennifer. Penguin, NY, 2000 ( Kim Brown, narr., Pat Sheehan, mon.) 5 cass. 

     The Elm Creek women of Waterford, Pennsylvania, expand their craft by opening an instructional camp. Sarah continues to have problems with her mother, Sylvia encounters love again, and everyone finds comfort in one another's support. Sequel to "The Quilter's Apprentice".

CTC 3904 Royal Bride. Joan Wolf. Warner Books, New York, NY, 2001. 

(Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.     
     An enchanting tale of a young woman who, by a twist of fate is to marry Prince Augustus of Jura to provide the political connections he needs to keep his country safe and to provide an heir. Yet strong-willed Charity is resistant unless she can win the heart and soul of the mysterious prince. 
CTC 3733 Treasures of Time.  Lively, Penelope.  Penguin Books, New York & London, 1979. (Jean Lancaster , narr., Jeri Geci, mon.)  3 cass.      
     Hugh Paxton was a very important archaeologist and highly influential man and the BBC decided to make a documentary on his life, focusing on the dig that made him famous. The trouble with digging up the past is that it disturbs the present and his family is determined to keep the past in its place.  
CTC 3647 Wish You Were Here. O’Nan, Stewart. Grove Press, NY, 2002. (Jeanne Lancaster, narr., Jeri Geci, mon.) 8 cass. 

     A deep, poignant story of a family fighting its inner demons in their first summer together following the death of a family member. A year after the death of her husband, Emily Maxwell gathers her family together at their summer camp for a final good-by before the new owners move in. 
Science Fiction and Fantasy
CTC 3588 Confessions of Max Tivoli. Greer, Andrew S. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, NY., 2004. (Vincent Lamenza, narr., Bob Meisel, mon.) 4 cass.
     Max is born with the physical features of a seventy-year-old man and spends his life aging mentally while his body becomes younger. He tries unsuccessfully to win the heart of the same woman three times.  Set in San Francisco at the turn of the century, Max's life and confessions question the 
very nature of time, reality, appearance, love and what it means to be human.

CTC 4023  Death and the Librarian and other stories. Friesner, Esther.   

Five Star, Waterville, ME 2002  (Sharon Challenger, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 5 cass.                          

     The First Lady of Funny Fantasy, Esther Friesner is one of today's most flexible and talented authors whether she's writing humorous fantasy or serious science fiction. This brand new collection includes a previously unpublished story and two Nebula-Award winning stories. 
CTC 4049  Hard-Boiled Wonderland and the End of the World. Haruki Murakami.  Vintage Books /Random House, Inc., NY, 1991.    

(Tom Kuser, Narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 5 cass.                                            

     In this hyperkinetic and relentlessly inventive novel, Japan's most popular and controversial fiction writer hurtles into the consciousness of the West. Readers are drawn into a narrative particle accelerator in which a variety of people and subterranean monsters collide to dazzling effect. What emerges is a funny yet serious meditation on the nature and uses of the mind.                                                 

CTC 3576 Miracle on the 17th Green. Patterson, James and Peter de Jong. Little Brown, Boston, 1996. (Jeff Bouvier, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Playing golf on Christmas Day, Travis McKinley, 50, has a Zen-like
vision and suddenly is playing like a pro. He has just been fired from his job, writing jingles for McDonald's and he needs money, His golfing career zooms, but his marriage hits the skids. Still, it all turns out well in the end.

CTC 3703 Shooting the Sun. Byrd, Max. Bantam Books, NY, 2004. (Thompson Curtis, narr., Ruth Meisel, mon.) 5 cass. 

    An 1840 expedition to photograph a total solar eclipse from the American
Southwest is undertaken by Charles Babbage, to fund his digital computer. The photographer is the only woman in the expedition; the four men all appear to have their own agenda.  Even with precision scientific equipment, the group becomes lost and learns the true nature of their exploration.
CTC 3919  Smith of Wootton Major and Farmer Giles of Ham. Tolkien, J.R.R.  Ballantine Books, NY 1969.  (Katherine Aziz, narr.,  Charlotte Organschi, mon.) 1 cass.                        
     Two Bewitching fantasies: a short prose meditation on the gift of fantasy, what it is, whence it comes, and what it means to the life and character of the man who receives it. The second tale involves a cunning, greedy, well-armored but not overly bold dragon that invades the kingdom. A most unwilling Farmer Giles is chosen to slay a dragon who refuses to fight.

Animals

CTC 3946 Adam's Task: Calling Animals by Name.  Hearne, Vicki.                        
Alfred A. Knopf, NY, NY, 1982, 1986 ed. (Lynn Chirico, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 4 cass.  
     A Yale English professor who trains animals, primarily horses and dogs, explores the idea of communication between people and animals. She suggests a relationship between understanding animals consciousness and     expanding human consciousness.                                               

CTC 3991 Art of Raising a Puppy.  Monks of New Skete, Little, Brown & Co.,  Boston , 1991. First Ed. (John Perry, narr., John Hart, mon.) 4 cass.   
     The authors of the classic guide, How to Be Your Dog's Best Friend, now tell you everything you need to know about the crucial months of your puppy's life, from the decision to adopt a pup, to preparing your home, caring for the pup, and practicing basic obedience exercises. This clear,    compassionate guide is an essential source of wisdom, and information for anyone who cares for and loves a puppy. 
CTC 3616 The Boss Dog by M.F.K. Fisher. Thorndike Press, Maine, 1991. (Ray Bouley, narr., Marie Meisel, mon.) 2 cass.

     A rather odd-looking stray, an unusual regular to the cafe with an 
incurable craving for pistachio nougat falls in with two young girls, Anne and Mary, who have come with their mother to spend a year in France. With the dog's air of superiority, the girls get to know the town and have an exhilarating sojourn in the city of Aix-en-Provence.
CTC 3812 The Cats of Thistle Hill.  Roger A. Caras.  Simon & Schuster,  NY,  1994.  (James Early, narr., Kirby Klump, mon.) 2 cass.              

     The title comes from the ten-plus cats who live with the author and his family on their farm in Maryland. In this personal visit to his farm, Caras introduces his feline companions and the dogs, horses, cows, and even a llama with whom they share a "mostly peaceable kingdom". He lets us in on the truth about what cats need and what we can expect from them.                
CTC 3896 A Dog Year:Twelve Months, Four Dogs, and Me. Katz, Jon.                                    
Random House, NY, 2002. (Jeanne Lancaster, narr. Sharon Stahl, mon.) 
3 cass.
     Change comes in all forms, sometimes on four legs.  Katz shows
 how he discovered much about himself through one dog whose  temperament seemed as different from his own as day and night. A story of trust and understanding, life and death, continuity and change, and love; it reminds us that adopting a pet is a massive responsibility but one that rewards the owner with a richer, more meaningful life.                                
CTC 3863  I & Dog.  Monks of New Skete, Yorkville Press, NY, 2003.  (Susan Stern, narr., Ann Lovallo, mon.) 1 cass.                                                                   

     This small treasure of a book is a quiet meditation in words and pictures on the special relationship between people and dogs. The Monks message is simple and sublime,"Dogs make us believe we can actually be as they see us”. 
CTC 3889 Modoc: The True Story of the Greatest Elephant That Ever 
Lived.  Helfer, Ralph.  Perennial/Harper Collins Pub., NY, 1997.  (Helen Townsend, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 5 cass.  
     Spanning seven decades and three continents, Modoc is one of the most amazing true animal and adventure stories ever told. Raised together in a small German town, a boy and an elephant formed a bond that would last their entire lives, and would be tested time and again; through a near fatal shipwreck in the Indian Ocean, an apprenticeship with the legendary Mahout elephant trainers in the Indian teak forests to their rise to circus stardom in New York City in the 1940's. 
CTC 3830 A Perfect Harmony: The Intertwining Lives of Animals and Humans throughout History. Caras, Roger A. NotaBell Books/Purdue Univ. Pr., 1996. (Dr. David Belman,narr., Gerry Cohen,mon.)  4 cass.
     Caras, a president of the ASPCA and author of books on pets and wildlife offers a unique and sometimes surprising, discussion of our life with animals. Devoting each chapter to a particular species-goats, sheep, dogs, etc.-he introduces the unique characteristics and development of each species. Well written and researched, it is for curious readers and scholars.
CTC 3571 The Shepherd, the Angel, and Walter the Christmas Miracle Dog. Barry, Dave. Berkley Pub. Group, NY, 2006. ( John Ferrante, narr., Sally Szoke, mon.) 1 cass. 

      The year is 1960 and Doug Barnes is a shepherd in the Christmas pageant. For Doug and his family, it turns into the most miraculous Christmas of all with the arrival of Walter.

CTC 3624 The Spotted Sphinx. Adamson, Joy. Harcourt BraceJovanovich, NY, 1969. (Linda Parnoff, narr., Anthony Mitchell, mon.) 4 cass.

     By the author of Born Free, this is the story of Pippah, a domestic cheetah who Joy rehabilitated and patiently encouraged to return to the wild. She  stayed and mated with a wild cheetah and brought Joy to see the litter.
CTC 3882 The Truth about Dogs: An inquiry into the ancestry, social conventions, mental habits and moral fibers of canis familiaris. Budiansky, Stephen. Penguin Books, NY, 2000. ( Dr. David Belman, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Dogs have stolen our hearts, homes and wallets. In this provocative and admiring reappraisal of our canine companions, Stephen Budiansky calls upon the latest research on dog behavior genes, and evolution to explain how they have come to occupy such a remarkable place in our lives. An insightful rerexamination of an animal so familar yet so mysterious.
CTC 3764 Zamba: The True Story of the Greatest Lion That Ever Lived. Helfer, Ralph. Harper, NY, 2005.  (Herb Fishman, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.      
      Helfer, one of Hollywood's top animal behaviorists was shocked by the cruelty practiced in the field. He firmly believed that love, not fear should be the basis of any animal's development. Then Zamba came into his life, an adorable four-month old lion cub that proved Helfer's theories correct. This is the unforgettable story of their lationship, adventures and amazing career  
Children and Young Adult
CTC 3541 All We Know of Love. Baskin,Nora Raleigh. Candlewick Press, Cambridge, MA., 2008. (Linda Sundell, narr., Terry Swan, mon.) 2 cass.
    Natalie, almost sixteen, sneaks away from her Connecticut home and takes the bus to Florida, looking for the mother who abandoned her and her father when she was ten.  A well-written coming of age story.

CTC 3644 An Alphabestiary. Zimmerman, Helen. Dorrance Pub. Co., 2003. (Sonnie Osborne, narr.,  Donna Storms, mon.) 1 cass.
      A child's introduction to the alphabet using exotic animals including the spelling of the names, written by a Connecticut resident.
CTC 3429 Beatrice’s Goat by Page McBrier. Aladdin Paperbacks, NY, 2001. (Liz O’Byrne, narr., Cheryn Kwasnik, mon.) 1 cass. 
     In her small Ugandan village, Beatrice has to work hard to help her family. She can only dream of going to school. When the family receives a goat as a gift from people far away (through Heifer Project International), their luck changes for the better. For grades K-3. 

CTC 3591 Beet Fields: Memories of a Sixteenth Summer. Paulsen,Gary. Delacorte Pr., NY, 2000.  (Wilson Faude, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 2 cass. 

     The author recalls his experiences as a migrant laborer and carnival worker after he ran away from home at age sixteen.

CTC 3989  Benno's Bear.  Zucker, Naomi Flink. Dutton Children's Books,  

New York, 2001.   (P.K. Allen, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.                                                               

     In this spare, haunting novel set in central Europe, a young boy in an unforgettable world of separation and loneliness, is nurtured by the remarkable relationship he has with his bear. They keep love alive and struggle to create a family. 

CTC 3539 The Big Race, the Missing Gift, and a Promising Day by Scott Baecker. Scholastic, 2004. (Eugenia Zessos, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.). 1cass.

     1.) The Big Race, A Story About Loyalty - When Nakoma falls into the water during the Big race, princess Pocahontas stops to help her, showing that friendship is more important than the contest. 2.) The Missing Gift: A Story About Race - After losing her necklace, Pocahontas learns to have trust in her friends. 3.) A Promising Day: a Story about keeping promises - Pocahontas and her friends keep their promise to bring food to a festival.
CTC 3519 The Book of Coupons by Susie Morgenstern. Viking Penguin, NY, 1999. (Liz O’Byrne, narr., Cheryn Kwaznik, mon.) 1 cass. 

     One coupon for sleeping late, one coupon for losing your homework, and one coupon for clowning around are much in demand by the students.  These  coupons given to the students by Monsieur Noel, the new teacher are bound to get him in trouble with the principal of the Marie Curie School in France.
CTC 3792 The Callahan Cousins, Summer Begins. Elizabeth Doyle Carey.  Little, Brown and Company, New York and Boston, 2005.    

(Gretchen Bishop, narr., Cloris Pearson, mon.) 3 cass.                     

     Look out Gull Island! Neeve, Phoebe, Kate, and Hillary-the twelve-year-
 old Callahan cousins are descending upon their grandmother Gee's rambling
 seaside estate for a whole summer without any parents.  As summer begins they find themselves caught up in an old rivalry involving a lost island, ancient family lore and eccentric islanders.
CTC 3787 Daughter of Venice. Napoli, Donna Jo. (Faith McDevitt, narrr.,      mon.) 4 cass. 

     In 1592, Donata lives in her family’s palazzo on Venice’s Grand Canal. As in all noble families, only one daughter and one son will marry; Donata will be sent to a convent. But Donata longs to be tutored like her brothers and to see the Venice she has only seen on a map.  She plans to escape and see the world, changing her and her family’s life forever. 

CTC 3843 The Doll's House. Godden, Rumer. Puffin/Penguin Books, NY, 1947, 1962 Ed.  (Gretchen Bishop, narr., Cloris Pearson, mon.) 1 cass.    

     For Tottie, a little wooden doll, belonging to Emily and Charlotte is wonderful. The only thing missing is a dollhouse that she and her family could call home. But when the dollhouse arrives, it comes with that dreadful doll, Marchpane, and then Tottie's problems really begin.    
CTC 3479 Drita, My Home Girl by Jenny Lombard. Puffin/Penguin, NY, 2006. ( Liz O’Byrne, narr., Cheryn Kwasnik, mon.) 1cass. 

     In alternating chapters, two fourth graders tell about the development of their unlikely friendship. Drita is a refugee from Kosova;  Maxie, is a precocious, African-American child who lives with her supportive grandmother and her widowed father.  The girls find common ground, and the families forge a bond as well.  Grades 3-5
CTC 3669 For Freedom: The story of a French spy. Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker. Random House, NY, 2006. (Gretchen Bishop, narr., Cloris Pearson, mon.) 2 cass. 
     A thirteen year old French girl becomes a spy for the French Resistance. Based on interviews with the real "Suzanne" this is the moving story of one young woman's courageous fight for her country.

CTC 3638 The Foretelling. Hoffmann, Alice.  Little Brown & Co., NY, 2005. (Avril Dobousek, narr., Grace Lewis, mon.)2 cass. 

     Hoffman's novel for young adults is told in sparse vignettes of an all-female tribe of warriors, who kill male babies and reproduce with prisoners of war. Burdened by dark prophecies, the daughter of the fierce queen yearns for her mother's approval.She finds comfort in honing her battle skills and developing friendships with outsiders. After her mother dies bearing a second child, it falls to Rain to determine her future and that of her tribe. 
CTC 3661 Half and Half. Yamioka, Lensey. Dell Yearling/Random House, NY (Claire Coppen, narr., Sue Vita, mon.) 1 cass. 
     At Seattle's annual Folk Fest, twelve-year-old Fiona and her older brother are torn between trying to please their Chinese grandmother and making their Scottish grandparents happy.
CTC 3660 The Homecoming. Voight, Cynthia. Alladin Paperbooks, 1981. (Jane Lescoe, narr., Katie Aziz, mon.) 4 cass.
     After their mother abandons Dicey, James, Marybeth, and Sammy at a shopping mall, it is up to thirteen-year-old Dicey to take care of her siblings and keep them together. Dicey wants to reach Bridgeport, Connecticut, where their great-aunt lives, even though it means walking for several days. For grades 5-8. Dicey series, followed by "Dicey's Song."

CTC 3838 Hoopi Shoopi Donna. Shea, Suzanne Strempek.  Pocket Books, NY 1996.  (Gretchen Bishop, narr., Cloris Pearson, mon.) 1 cass.

     Growing up in a small New England town, 14-year-old Donna Milewski had all she needed, a grandmother, whose fragrant cooking filled their home, a mother who lovingly sewed outfits and the most wonderful father imaginable. Then came Betty, a tiny adorable 5-year-old sent from Poland by her father's destitute brother. She became the little sister Donna never had and a threat to her father's love. Donna finds healing in her polka music. 
CTC 3659 Into the Woods,  John James Audubon Lives His Dream. Burleigh, Robert. Atheneum Books, NY, 2003. ( Jerry Geci, narr., Stan Sendzimir, mon.) 1 cass. 
     A children’s book about John James Audubon, renowned American artist and woodsman.     K-4
CTC 3532 Kringle by Tony Abbott. Scholastic Press, NY., 2005. ( Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms, mon.) 3 cass.

     In the 5th century, AD., as order retreats from Britain with the departing Roman Army, orphaned twelve-year-old Kringle determines to rescue his beloved guardian from the evil goblins who terrorize the countryside by kidnapping and enslaving humans. In the process, with the help of elves and others along the way, he discovers his true destiny.                

CTC 4117  Last Act.  Pike, Christopher.  Pocket Books, New York, NY                        

1988. (Susan Barlow, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.                                                                                

     Melanie was the new girl in town, a little lonely, and bored until she auditioned for the school play and won the starring role. Suddenly, she had a gang of exciting friends. But these friends shared something from the past that Melanie did not know;something so terrible that none of them would talk about it until the play's opening night, when the police came for the body and for Melanie...  Senior High level.
CTC 3531 Lost in the War by Nancy Antle.  Puffin/Penguin, NY, 1998.  (Liz O’Byrne, narr., Cheryn Kwasnik, mon.) 1 cass.  

     Lisa, an eighth grader in the 1980's doesn’t remember the Vietnam war though she goes through it everyday.  Her father was killed in the war and her mother, a nurse, still has nightmares about being stationed there.
CTC 3579 Love in the Present Tense by Catherine Ryan Hyde. Doubleday, NY, 2006. (Jane Lescoe, narr., Eileen Epperson, mon.) 3 cass. 

     Pearl was thirteen when she got pregnant and accidentally killed the father, a police officer. She goes on the run for the next five years, but is forced by a cop to confront what she did. She leaves her son with a neighbor and never returns. The two bind as parent and child in this inspiring story.
CTC 3578 Lucy Rose, Big on Plans by Katy Kelly. Yearling, NY, 2007. (Lisa Baldwin, narr.,  Ken Jacobs, mon.) 1 cass. 

     Lucy Rose records in her diary her special summer plans--to make a
 keychain for her mother, to help decorate the living room, to prevent her parents' divorce, to vanquish some squirrels, and to enjoy a ninth birthday adventure with her father.
CTC 3602 Lucy Rose, Here’s the Thing About Me. Kelly, Katy. Random House, NY, 2004. (Linda Sundell, narr., Terry Swan, mon.) 1 cass. 

     An entertaining story about the life of an eight year old who is an original thinker with a lot on her mind.

CTC 3744 Northern Light.  Donnelly, Jennifer.  Harcourt Inc., Orlando, Florida, 2003.    (Susan Stern, narr., Ann Lovalla, mon.) 4 cass.         
     Set in 1906 against the backdrop of the murder that inspired Theodore
 Dreiser's "An American Tragedy", this astonishing novel weaves     romance, history, and a murder mystery into something  real and wholly original. Young adult.                          

CTC 3741  Oranges are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson.   

Grove Press, NY, 1985. (Ruth Lanzer, narr., Gerry Cohen, mon.) 3 cass.                                         

     A funny poignant exploration of a young girl’s quirky adolescence.  

Jeannette, a bright and rebellious orphan is adopted into an evangelical household in the grim industrial North of England. As this budding  missionary comes of age and to terms with her sexuality, the peculiar   balance of her God-fearing household dissolves making for an unforgettable chronicle of an eccentric passage into adulthood.                  

CTC 3886 The Purple Car. Holland, Robert. Frost Hollow Pub., Woodstock, CT., 1998. (Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms, mon.) 2 cass.

     On a summer day Maria, Peter, and Brian Bell set out to explore the land
 around their new home in the country. In the woods at the edge of the hay field behind the house, they find an abandoned car and decide to make it a fort. But there are strange things about the car and things get stranger still.       
CTC 4005  Raven of the Waves. Cadnum, Michael. Orchard Books/  Scholastic, NY,2001.(Sonnie Osborne, narr., Donna Storms,mon.) 2 cass.                                                                        

     The very different worlds of two remarkable young men - one aboard a Norse ship bound for plunder and the other living in an English abbey - are intertwined in this gripping historical adventure that poses haunting questions as to the cost of battle and the test of courage. Seventeen-year-old Lidsmod trained as a warrior is assigned to watch over Wiglaf, a thirteen-year-old captive with a withered arm who has the power to heal. 
CTC 3959  Rugby and Rosie. Rossiter, Nan Parson.  Dutton Children’s Books, NY, 1997.(P.K.Allen, narr.,  Gerry Cohen, mon.) 1 cass.
     A beautiful story relating how a family and their dog help prepare a puppy for training as a guide dog for the blind.

CTC 3493 Secrets of Droon by Tony Abbott. Scholastic Inc., NY, 1999. 

(Liz O’Byrne, narr., Cheryn Kwaznick, mon.) 2 cass. 

     A set of 4 books about Eric and his two friends, Neal and Julie, who discover a secret doorway leading to rainbow stairs and the land of Droon. Amazing magical things happen in each of the four adventures. Grades 2-4.

CTC 3727 Shalamazoo. Joe Shaboo. Purple Pig Publishing, 2000.    

(Joe Shaboo, narr., Sandy Corday, mon.) 1 cass.                                                                  

     In the beginning a planet is formed and strange creatures appear. They are ULBS. They call their country Ulbania. Their town is attacked by Mulbs and they are told that they will now be known as Bulbs.  How the Mulbs and Bulbs finally learn that they are all Ulbs is the story. 

CTC 3673 Silent Spillbills. Tori Seidler. Harper Collins, 1998.  ( Avril Dobousek, narr., Grace Lewis, mon.) 2 cass.

     Thirteen-year-old bird watcher Katerina, plagued by stuttering and lack of self-confidence, stands up to her cantankerous grandfather, head of Farnsworth Aeronautics, to save the unique Connecticut wetland birds that inspired the design of his latest airplane but twice caused it to crash.  Gr 5-8.

CTC 3902 The Spinner's Daughter.  Littlesugar, Amy. Pippin Press, New York, NY. 1994.  (Doris Kleffman, narr., Fran Crowley, mon.) 1 cass.

     Elspeth, a hard-working Puritan child, wonders what it would be like to have fun once in a while. Work fills most of her days and she doesn't have a toy to play with.  Suddenly her fondest wish comes true when she receives a gift of a cornhusk doll from an Indian boy but will she be able to keep it?  

CTC 3853 Tree Castle Island by Jean Craighead George. Harper Collins Pub., NY . (Deborah Johnson, narr.,  Melissa Zwang, mon.) 2 cass. 

     An adventure combining survival tale, nature study, mystery and legend by a Newbery author. While his parents are away, 13-year-old Jack stays with his uncle and decides to test out the canoe he made by paddling through the great Okefenokee Swamp to search for the fabled Paradise Island. A puzzle emerges when he finds a boy who looks identical to him
CTC 3522 The Van Wies of Nine Mile Creek by Nancy Breed. North Country Books, Utica, NY,1994. (Eugenia Zessos, narr.) 1 cass.

     A fictional family's experiences have been interwoven into the story of the construction of the Erie Canal. The reasons that the canal was built and the effect that its construction had on the people of upstate New York during that time period are related for children at the intermediate grade levels.

CTC 3544 Victory or Death: Stories of the American Revolution by Doreen Rappaport and Joan Verniero. Harper Collins, NY, 2003. (Alan Taylor, narr., Grace Lewis, mon.) 2 cass. 

     Eight short stories that include some familiar names as well as lesser- 

known, culturally diverse heroes of the American Revolution.  Much of the historical detail is drawn from primary resources. Each selection can stand alone or be read together.  Contains drawings and maps.Young adult.
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