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[pause] 

 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Have all members voted?  Have all members 

voted?  Please check the board to determine if your 

vote is properly cast.  If so, the Clerk will take 

a tally.  

Will the Clerk please announce the tally. 

CLERK:   

Senate Bill 677 in concurrence with the Senate 

Total Number Voting  145  

Necessary for Passage   73  

Those voting Yea   145  

Those voting Nay     0  

Absent and not voting    6  

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

The bill passes in concurrence with the 

Senate.  [gavel] 

Are there any announcements or introductions?  

Announcements or introductions?  Representative 

Kokoruda.  You have the floor, madam. 

REP. KOKORUDA (101st):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Today I'm proud to 
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introduce friends of mine from Madison, 

Connecticut.  This is Dr. Christian Swenby and his 

daughter Elizabeth.  Dr. Swenby is an optometrist 

in Shelton.  And they've come up today and 

Elizabeth's first time up at the Capitol.  And I 

just want to make sure she's not interested in ever 

running for office before she leaves here today.  I 

don't want any competition.  So would you please 

welcome Dr. Swenby and his daughter Elizabeth.   

 

[applause] 

  

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Welcome to the Chamber.  Are there any further 

announcements or introductions?  Announcements or 

introductions?  If not, we will return to the call 

of the Calendar.  And so would the Clerk please 

call Calendar No. 128. 

CLERK:   

On Page 51, House Calendar 128, Favorable 

Report of the Joint Standing Committee on 

Judiciary.  Substitute House Bill; 6899, AN ACT 

EXPANDING GUARDIANSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN 

AND IMPLEMENTING PROVISIONS OF THE FEDERAL 
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PREVENTING SEX TRAFFICKING AND STRENGTHENING 

FAMILIES ACT. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Urban. 

REP. URBAN (43rd):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I move acceptance 

of the Joint Committee's Favorable Report and 

passage of the bill.   

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

The question is acceptance of the Joint 

Committee's Favorable Report and passage of the 

bill.  Representative Urban. 

REP. URBAN (43rd):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  The Clerk has in 

his possession an amendment, LCO 8108.  I ask that 

he call it and I be allowed to summarize. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Will the Clerk please call LCO No. 8108, which 

will be designated as House "A." 

CLERK:   

House Amendment "A," LCO 8108 as introduced by 

Representative Urban, Senator Bartolomeo, and 

Representative Kokoruda. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   
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The Representative seeks leave of the Chamber 

to summarize.  Without objection.  Representative 

Urban. 

REP. URBAN (43rd):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  This is a 

strike-all amendment and therefore becomes the 

bill.  It makes a number of changes to comply with 

federal public law 113-183, which is the Federal 

Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening 

Families Act.   

For the elucidation of the Chamber, there is 

no changes in this on preventing sex trafficking, 

it is directed at towards strengthening families 

and compliance with the federal act as well as many 

important improvements to our child welfare system 

that will help improve our permanency outcomes for 

children and youth in our foster care system and 

expands guardianship opportunities for children in 

foster care by permitting subsidized guardianships 

for fictive kin.   

This amendment consolidates several bills, 

House Bill 6899 House Bill 6896, Senate Bill 1006, 

and Senate Bill 1007, all of which were unanimously 

reported by the Committee on Children. 
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And it also includes an enhancement of the 

probates courts responsibility and clarifies the 

relationship between the probate court and DCF on 

voluntary services cases.  And a codification of 

court rules for the appointment of counsel when 

certain cases involving children or youth are 

transferred from probate to superior court. 

I'm happy to say that this amendment is the 

product of collaboration between a number of 

stakeholders, including the Judicial Branch, the 

Probate Court Administration, the Office of Chief 

Public Defender, child advocacy organizations, and 

the Department of Children and Families.  And with 

that, Madam Speaker, I move adoption. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Question before the Chamber is adoption.  Will 

you care to remark further on House "A?"  The 

lovely Ranking Member, Noreen Kokoruda.  You have 

the floor, madam. 

REP. KOKORUDA (101st):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  This bill really 

makes several just minor technical and conforming 

changes.   And one of the things it does is expands 

the caregiver's eligibility.  And one of the things 
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it included was this fictive kin caregiver.  Could 

I ask the proponent of the bill, through you, Madam 

Speaker, could you explain what a fictive care - 

kid caregiver is - kin caregiver is?  

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Urban. 

REP. URBAN (43rd):   

Through you, Madam Speaker.  Only if you can 

say that five times fast.  Through you, Madam 

Speaker.  A fictive kin is a person who is 21 years 

of age of older, who is unrelated to the child by 

birth, adoption, or marriage, but who has an 

emotionally significant relationship with such 

child amounting to what would be a familiar 

relationship.  Through you, Madam Speaker. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Kokoruda. 

REP. KOKORUDA (101st):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  And I thank the 

proponent of the bill and the Chair of - Co-Chair 

of Children's Committee.  And one other thing that 

I was - thought was important in the bill, it 

really opens up opportunities for children in 

foster care and in placements to participate in 
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what they call more normal childhood activities.  

And I'd like to ask the proponent of the bill just 

to explain exactly what is meant by that.  Through 

you, Madam Speaker. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Urban. 

REP. URBAN (43rd):   

Through you, Madam Speaker.  I want to thank 

the good Ranking Member for that question.  And I 

also want to thank the Ranking Member of Judiciary 

for the help that we received from Representative 

Rebimbas in making these clarifications, which 

really look at the engagement of parents and 

guardians in the development of case plans. 

And the idea behind this - and I know that 

we've all experienced this when we had children and 

foster parents coming into the Children's Committee 

and when we've gone to forums - that children want 

to be able to have a normal childhood.  They want 

to be able to do activities that are enjoyed by 

children in a normal family not in foster care, 

such as being able to go camping and go overnight 

or be able to go to the amusement park.   

And what this allows for is that instead of 
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constantly having to check back with the court or 

with DCF, now with this reasonable standard will be 

applied to the foster parent.  And the child will 

be able to go for a period of 48 hours on some of 

these activities that a normal family would 

participate in.  Through you, Madam Speaker. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Kokoruda. 

REP. KOKORUDA (101st):   

Through you, Madam Speaker.  I thank the 

proponent for that answer.  This bill does a lot 

for our children that are in foster care.  It 

really gives them a better chance.  It gives them 

better opportunity to live somewhat of a normal 

life.  And I said, most of it is just technical and 

minor revisions.   

So I hope - I stand in support.  A lot of work 

has gone into it.  A lot of people worked on it.  

And I think it does a lot of good for our children.  

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Thank you, madam.  Will you care to remark 

further on the amendment before us?  Will you care 

to remark further on the amendment before us?  If 
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not, let me try your minds.  All those in favor, 

please signify by saying aye.   

REPRESENTATIVES:   

Aye. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

All those opposed, nay.  The ayes have it.  

The amendment is adapted.  Will you care to remark 

further on the bill as amended?  Will you care to 

remark further on the bill as amended?  

Representative Melissa Ziobron of the 34th.  You 

have the floor, madam. 

REP. ZIOBRON (34th):   

Good afternoon.  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I 

rise with several questions about the strike-all 

amendment, which is now the bill, which I'd like to 

pose to the proponent.  Through you, please. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Please proceed. 

REP. ZIOBRON (34th):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  In reading through 

the strike-all amendment, I see on line 200, it 

starts to state that the child may participate in 

the permanency hearing, which I think is, you know, 

frankly a wonderful idea and they should be.  My 
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question is to the proponent, are they not 

participating now in that process?  Why the need 

for that specific language in this bill?  Through 

you.  

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Urban. 

REP. URBAN (43rd):   

Through you, Madam Speaker.  Thank you for 

that question.  I totally agree with you that it's 

a great thing for them to participate.  And I would 

tell you that by law, the Department of Children 

and Families must establish and periodically review 

permanency plans.   

But we needed to expand that and put it in 

language in this bill to be sure.  And we changed 

it from 14 to 12 so that a 12-year-old would also 

have this opportunity.  And we clarified it, 

through you, Madam Speaker, so that you would know 

that the child now has three adults that act as a 

support to them so that they are interacting with 

adult sort of mentors.  And then they actually have 

two adults who can come with them and consult with 

them as the permanency plans are being reviewed.  

Through you, Madam Speaker. 
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REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Ziobron. 

REP. ZIOBRON (34th):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  And I thank the 

proponent for that answer.  And that kind of 

touches on my second question, which was why 12?  

What is the magic of that number and why not 14?  

Through you, Madam Speaker. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Urban. 

REP. URBAN (43rd):   

Through you, Madam Speaker.  Twelve, I think 

when we're looking at children today, the 

12-year-olds are far more sophisticated than when I 

was 12.  And 14 was the standard before we put this 

into a bill.  And 12 seemed reasonable.  I'm not 

sure that there is a, you know, a federal part to 

this. 

I think it's just that we were looking at 

lowering the age and getting to a point where we 

thought that a child would have the opportunity to 

participate in their permanency plans and to 

interact with adults and establish those kinds of 

relationships as they go forward.  Through you, 
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Madam Speaker. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Ziobron. 

REP. ZIOBRON (34th):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  And then as I read 

down through down the bill, I come across lines 296 

below to 300, where it talks about the permanency 

plan and the new language in number 4, which is on 

line 299, says for any child 16 years of age or 

older.  What I didn't see after that was the 

mention of the opportunity to become an emancipated 

minor.   

My question through the good Madam Speaker 

would be am I missing something?  Is there an 

opportunity for a 16-year-old to become an 

emancipated minor?  Through you. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Urban. 

REP. URBAN (43rd):   

Through you, Madam Speaker.  It is elsewhere 

in the statute. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Ziobron. 

REP. ZIOBRON (34th):   
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Thank you, Madam Speaker.  And if the good 

Representative can help me a little bit more 

understand - I understand, I guess, through 

somebody from DCF that it may be in statute.  But 

is there any mention of emancipated minor in this 

bill?  Through you. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Urban. 

REP. URBAN (43rd):   

Through you, Madam Speaker.  The only thing 

that I can refer to is another plan permanency 

living arrangement.  And that has now been put on 

16-year-olds for kids who would, you know, want to 

be in a situation that would give them a little bit 

more flexibility in what they are doing.  So that 

is a very big part of this bill.  And we have 

brought back some restrictions and requirements 

when that happens.  So it wouldn't become a 

catch-all for 16-year-olds that we're having 

difficulty with permanency planning but that it be 

very well thought through.  So that is the part of 

this bill that would sort of talk about a 

16-year-old that wanted more independence but the 

actual emancipation is not in this section.  
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Through you, Madam Speaker. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Ziobron. 

REP. ZIOBRON (34th):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  And I thank the 

proponent for the explanation.  It's been my 

experience in dealing with young people, especially 

around 16 years of age, for them to have the 

opportunity if they're in a bad situation - not 

necessarily even in the foster system - but simply 

in a bad situation at home, whether their parents 

are alcoholics or drug addicts or frankly just 

abusive, for them to have the opportunity to become 

an emancipated minor if they so choose.   

I'm glad to hear that it's still in statute.  

It's something that I think that's important, 

especially at 16 years of age.  And I'll keep 

reading the bill.  And I thank the proponent for 

her answers.  Thank you. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Thank you, madam.  Will you care to remark 

further on the amendment before us?  Will you care 

to remark further on the amendment before us?  The 

bill as amended.  Excuse me.  Would you care to 
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remark further on the bill as amended?  If not, 

staff and guests please come to the Well of the 

House.  Members, take your seats.  The machine will 

be open. 

CLERK:   

[bell ringing] The House of Representatives is 

voting by roll.  The House of Representatives is 

voting by roll.  Will members please report to the 

Chamber immediately.    

 

[pause] 

 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Have all members voted?  Have all members 

voted?  Please check the board to determine if your 

vote has been properly cast.  If so, the machine 

will be locked and the Clerk will take a tally.   

And will the Clerk please announce the tally. 

CLERK:   

House Bill 6899 as amended by House "A"    

Total Number Voting  145  

Necessary for Passage  73  

Those voting Yea   145  

Those voting Nay     0 
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Thank you, Madam President.  I would like to place 
some items on our Consent Calendar. 
 
THE CHAIR:  Please proceed, sir. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  Calendar Page 18, 
Calendar 613, House Bill 6899.  Calendar Page 18 - oh, 
I'd like to place that on Consent Calendar, please. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
So ordered without objection. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  On Calendar Page 18, 
Calendar 615, House Bill 6737, like to place that item 
on Consent Calendar. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
So ordered. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  On Calendar Page 17, 
Calendar 600, Calendar 6855, like to place that item 
on Consent Calendar. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
Without objection. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  On Page 12, Calendar 540, 
House Bill 6919, I'd like to place that item on 
Consent Calendar. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
Without objection, so ordered. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
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SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  On Calendar Page 9, 
Calendar 503, House Bill 6117, I'd like to place that 
item on the Consent Calendar. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
Without objection, so ordered. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  On Calendar Page 8, 
Calendar 501, House Bill 6830, like to place that item 
on Consent Calendar. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
Without objection, so ordered. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  We have a number of other 
items on the Consent Calendar from earlier.  If the 
Clerk can call those items and the ones I just added.  
And we may have a vote on the first Consent Calendar 
of the day. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
Thank you, sir.  Mr. Clerk.  
 
CLERK:   
 
On Page 9, Calendar 508, House Bill 7048.  On Page 8, 
Calendar 501, House Bill 6830.  Also on Page 9, 
Calendar 503, House Bill 6117.  Page 10, Calendar 523, 
House Bill 6849.  Page 11, Calendar 529, House Bill 
6823.  Page 12, Calendar 545, House Bill 7029.   
 
Also on Page 12, Calendar 540, House Bill 6919.  And 
on Page 13, Calendar 567, House Bill 6921.  Page 13, 
Calendar 561, House Bill 6907.  Page 16, Calendar 598, 
House Bill 7003.  Page 16, Calendar 595, House Bill 
6820.  On Page 17, Calendar 600, House Bill 6855.   
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Page 18, Calendar 613, House Bill 6899.  Page 18, 
Calendar 615, House Bill 6737.  On Page 19, Calendar 
616, House Bill   6856.  Also on Page 19, Calendar 
622, House Bill 6186.  On Page 20, Calendar 628, House 
Bill 7027.  Page 20, Calendar 626, House Bill 7023.   
 
Page 21, Calendar 632, House Bill 6774.  Page 22, 
Calendar 643, House Bill 5780.  On Page 22, Calendar 
646, House Bill 7021.  On Page 23, Calendar 649, House 
Bill 5793.  Page 24, Calendar 651, House Bill 6987.  
Page 27, Calendar 408, Senate Bill 1030.   
 
On Page 28, Calendar 517, House Bill 6498.  Also on 
Page 28, Calendar 436, House Bill 5903.  And on Page 
30, Calendar 432, Senate Bill 1105. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
The machine will be opened.  Clerk will announce a 
pendency of roll call vote. 
 
CLERK:   
 
Immediate roll call has been ordered in the Senate.  
Immediate roll call on Consent Calendar No. 1 has been 
ordered in the Senate.   
 
[pause]  
  
THE CHAIR:  (The President in the Chair) 
 
If all members voted, all members voted, the machine 
will be closed.  Mr. Clerk, will you please call the 
tally. 
  
CLERK:   
 
On Consent Calendar No. 1  
 
Total Number Voting  36  
Necessary for Adoption 19 
Those voting Yea  36  
Those voting Nay   0  
Absent/not voting   0 
  
THE CHAIR:   
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Consent Calendar passes.  [gavel] Good afternoon, 
Senator Duff. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  Madam President, I would 
ask that the Clerk now please call from Senate Agenda 
No. 1, Emergency Certified Bill, House Bill 7061, 
please. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
Mr. Clerk. 
 
CLERK:   
 
House Bill No. 7061, AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE 
BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE 30, 2017, AND 
MAKING APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR, AND OTHER PROVISIONS 
RELATED TO REVENUE, DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATIONS, TAX 
FAIRNESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
It will be a good afternoon and a good evening.  But a 
good afternoon, Senator Bye. 
 
SENATOR BYE:   
 
Good afternoon, Madam President.  Nice to see you 
today. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
It's good to be seen and good to see you, ma'am. 
 
SENATOR BYE:   
 
Madam President, I move acceptance of the Joint 
Committee's Favorable Report and passage of the bill 
in concurrence with the House. 
 
THE CHAIR:   
 
The motion's on acceptance and passage in conjunction 
with the House.  Would you remark? 
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