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Substitute House Bill No. 7050, AN ACT CONCERNING 

THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Representative Robyn Porter.  You have the 

floor, madam. 

REP. PORTER (94th):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I move for 

acceptance of the Joint Committee's Favorable 

Report and passage of the bill. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

The question is acceptance of the Joint 

Committee's Favorable Report and passage of the 

bill.  Representative Porter. 

REP. PORTER (94th):   

Madam Speaker, the Clerk has an amendment, LCO 

8195.  I would ask for the Clerk to please call the 

amendment and that I be granted leave of the 

Chamber to summarize. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Will the Clerk please call LCO 8195.  

CLERK:   

LCO -  

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Which will be designated as House Amendment 
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"A." 

CLERK:   

LCO No. 8195, designated House Amendment 

Schedule "A" and offered by Representative Tong, 

Senator Coleman, et al. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

The Representative seeks leave of the Chamber 

to summarize without objection.  Representative 

Porter. 

REP. PORTER (94th):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  The amended Section 

1 restores B felony offenses as a trigger for 

automatic transfer to adult court but excludes 

certain B felony offenses, which will now require a 

hearing and a finding by the juvenile court that 

the transfer is appropriate. 

We know that public safety and the best 

interest of the child are most effectively served 

in the Juvenile Justice System, where there are 

services and treatment available.  Like the 

original bill, Section 1 of this amendment also 

raises the age for automatic transfer to adult 

court from 14 to 15 years old.  This is in response 

to research showing lower recidivism rates, a 
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broadening and understanding of youth behavior, and 

their amenability to rehabilitation. 

Also the transfer law in Connecticut was 

written when the age of jurisdiction was 16.  We 

raised that age so it follows that we would raise 

the age of transfer as well.  The amendment strikes 

all of Section 2, which would have expanded 

requirement that parents and guardians be present 

for admissions, confessions, and statements by 

children under 16 to police and court officials.  

The following two provisions remain unchanged from 

the underlying bill. 

Section 3 would establish the Juvenile Justice 

Policy Oversight Committee - I'm sorry, the 

Juvenile Justice Policy Advisory Committee as a 

permanent legislatively appointed body and would 

expand the Committee's area of review. 

This is an important step to ensure the 

stakeholders in the Juvenile Justice System 

continue to have a venue to discuss reform and 

policy initiatives.  It also mandates that 

important data points are collect, analyzed, and 

reported to the Legislature and the public.  This 

creates a transparent system that is accountable to 
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both lawmakers and the public.   

Section 4 codifies the Judicial Branch's 

internal policy that went into effect on April 1, 

2015, that states the presumption exists that all 

mechanical restraints will be removed from a 

juvenile prior to and throughout the juvenile's 

appearance in juvenile court. 

The use of mechanical restraints in court will 

only occur pursuant to a judge's order in 

accordance with this policy.  In determining 

whether a juvenile possesses an immediate present 

physical danger to himself, herself, or others, 

consideration will be given to the least 

restrictive means available to assure courtroom 

safety.  The Juvenile Justice System was created to 

divert young offenders. 

Thoughts have increased capacity to change 

into a system that provides proper rehabilitative 

services to transform youth into productive members 

of society.  This purpose is precluded when 

juveniles are transferred to adult criminal justice 

system, where risk of dangerous - of danger 

increases, chance of recidivating are greater and 

future success is significantly impaired. 
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Given the overwhelming evidence indicating 

that we can better serve and protect our youth and 

keep our community safe by keeping youthful 

offenders under juvenile court jurisdiction, now is 

the time to change state policies and reduce the 

prosecution of youth in adult court criminal system 

and eliminate the placement of youth in adult jails 

and prisons. 

With that being said, I would ask that all my 

colleagues on both sides of the aisle would support 

this amendment and its underlying bill.  In 

closing, it give gives me great pleasure to thank 

our Ranking Member of Judiciary, Representative 

Rebimbas and Judiciary Committee Representative 

Labriola for playing a bipartisan role in the 

drafting of this friendly amendment. 

Also, I'd like to sincerely thank all who 

co-sponsored this amendment on both sides of the 

aisle in both and the House and the Senate.  Madam 

Speaker, I move adoption. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Question before the Chamber is on adoption.  

Representative Rosa Rebimbas.  You have the floor, 

madam. 
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REP. REBIMBAS (70th):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Madam Speaker, I do 

rise in support of the amendment before us.  

Certainly I believe Representative Porter did a 

very thorough and wonderful job in highlighting 

exactly what the amendment does.  And too want to 

take the opportunity to thank not only her 

leadership but certainly Representative Tong, 

Representative Labriola, Walker and Smith for their 

cooperation in working on this amendment in a 

bipartisan manner.   

This amendment is a very important one.  The 

proposed bill was also just as important.  But what 

we were able to do, I believe, is strike a balance 

in holding juveniles who commit crimes accountable 

but also making sure the victims are properly 

redressed for obviously being a victim of that 

crime.  And I believe we did strike that balance, 

certainly there was a lot of give and take.   

And I want to again acknowledge the fact that 

Section 2 was struck regarding confessions and 

current law withstand, which the underlying bill 

was to make some changes to that.  And that was 

part of our compromise.  And what we also did is we 
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actually took the time, several of us, to highlight 

the different types of crimes that we still wanted 

to make sure that they are so heinous that in fact 

they would still be automatically transferred to 

criminal court.  But nonetheless, all the other 

ones still provide a discretion to the judge to 

truly review all of the elements and the factors as 

to whether or not that juvenile would be best 

served in the juvenile court or in the adult court. 

And, again, I want to thank everyone for the 

opportunity to have gone that on a bipartisan 

manner.  Regarding mechanical restraints also known 

as shackles, I so want to also commend the Judicial 

Department for having led that initiative, having 

already put a policy and procedure that made it 

easier for make us to codify that in law.  So, 

again, we are allowing for those individuals that 

require that type of restraints, they still will be 

restrained.  But for the juveniles that do not 

require it but for after a hearing, they will 

appear in court without being restrained.  And I 

certainly do believe that that is fair. 

Also the Juvenile Justice Policy Oversight 

Committee, there are some specific goals that have 
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been set as to timelines when we expect information 

reporting.  And, again, I do believe that that's 

important because if we establish Committees 

without guidelines or expectations, then we've done 

something for nothing.  And by having that 

specifically as to when they need to report, we can 

utilize that information, hopefully, to continue 

improving the Juvenile Justice System.   

So again, I do rise in support of the 

amendment that's before us, Madam Speaker.  And I 

do ask that my colleagues support it. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Thank you, madam.  Will you care to remark 

further on House "A?"  Representative Labriola. 

REP. LABRIOLA (131st):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I rise in support 

of the amendment.  I would like to acknowledge the 

significant efforts put forth on this bill by 

Representative Porter and thank her for her for 

willingness to incorporate some of the ideas 

offered by this side of the aisle. 

I'd like to thank the leadership - thank 

Chairman Tong for his leadership on this bill as 

well as Ranking Member Rebimbas for her efforts in 
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putting together this compromise.  I do think it 

strikes a good balance.  It's a progressive policy 

regarding the shackles in these juvenile cases.  

And when a juvenile is accused of a series crime, 

they will automatically be transferred to adult 

court.   

But there are some crimes where the prosecutor 

will seek the decision of a judge so that the judge 

can review it on a case-by-case basis to determine 

whether or not that it should be best handled in 

juvenile court or in an adult court.  And I think 

that strikes a good balance on behalf of the 

citizens of Connecticut in terms of protecting 

victims and the public and ensuring safety as well 

as the proper treatment of these particular 

juveniles who have been accused of these crimes.  

And so for all of those reasons, I ask my 

colleagues to support this amendment.  Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Thank you, sir.  Will you care to remark 

further on House "A?"  Representative Nicastro. 

REP. NICASTRO (79th):   

Good afternoon, Madam Speaker. 
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REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Good afternoon, sir. 

REP. NICASTRO (79th):   

Madam Speaker, I stand in strong support of 

this bill. I had the opportunity to work with the 

juvenile court system for 35 years.  And I got to 

tell you, I've seen many, many changes.  I can 

remember when truants were considered delinquents.  

I can remember all sorts of things like that.  And 

they came out with the Family With Service Needs 

Bill and they changed everything, made it more 

positive.  You don't go labeling the child for a 

minor act as a delinquent. 

This bill here is another positive step 

forward for our youth of our city.  You know, you 

put a label on a youngster, he's going to start 

acting out that part - he or she is going to start 

acting out that part.  This bill, I would like to 

congratulate the people on the Committee who came 

up with this amendment.  And I strongly support 

this.  And I urge my colleagues to support it.  

Thank you, Madam Chair. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Thank you, sir.  Will you care to remark 
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further on House "A?"   Representative Doug 

McCrory. 

REP. MCCRORY (7th):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Madam Speaker, I 

would just like to say this is a great bill, it 

shows great collaboration on both sides of the 

aisle, it's a very progressive and moves our 

communities forward.  And I commend Representative 

Porter on all her hard work and the efforts.  And I 

thank all my friends on the other side of the 

aisle.  Thank you very much.  

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Thank you, sir.  Will you care to remark 

further on House Amendment "A?"  House Amendment 

"A?"  If not, let me try your minds.  All those in 

favor of House Amendment "A" signify by saying aye.   

REPRESENTATIVES:   

Aye. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

All those opposed, nay.  The ayes have it.  

The amendment is adapted.  [gavel] 

Will you care to remark further on the bill as 

amended?  Will you care to remark further on the 

bill as amended?  Will you care to remark further 
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on the bill as amended?  Representative Porter.  

REP. PORTER (94th):   

No further comments. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Okay.  Then will staff and guests please come 

to the Well of the House.  Members take your seats.  

The machine will be open.   

CLERK:    

[bell ringing] The House of Representatives is 

voting by roll.  The House of Representatives is 

voting by roll.  Will members please report to the 

Chamber immediately.   

 

[pause]  

 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Have all members voted?  Have all members 

voted?  Representative Simmons, for what purpose do 

you rise, madam?  

REP. SIMMONS (144th):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I rise to record my 

vote in the affirmative. 

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

Will the Clerk please note that Representative 
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Simmons has voted in the affirmative. 

If all members have voted, the machine will be 

locked.    

And now the Clerk will take a tally please.  

And will the Clerk please announce the tally. 

CLERK:   

House Bill 7050 as amended by House "A"   

Total Number Voting  144  

Necessary for Passage  73  

Those voting Yea       143  

Those voting Nay       1  

Absent and not voting    7  

REP. ORANGE (48th):   

The bill, as amended, passes.  Are there any 

announcements or introductions?  Announcements or 

introductions?  Representative McCarty.  You have 

the floor, madam. 

REP. MCCARTY (38th):   

Thank you, Madam Speaker, for this point of 

privilege in introduction, if I may.  I'm awfully 

pleased to introduce today a very dynamic, vibrant 

young woman.  One of Waterford High School's finest 

students, Lizzie Elizabeth Dowds, who won an essay 

sponsored by the League of Women Voters in 
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Seeing no objection, so ordered, sir. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  On Calendar Page 18, 
Calendar 566, House Bill 6138.  I'd like to place that 
item on the Consent Calendar. 
 
THE CHAIR:  
 
Seeing no objection, so ordered, sir. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
On Calendar Page 23, Calendar 606, House Bill 5660.  
I'd like to place that item on the Consent Calendar. 
 
THE CHAIR:  
 
Seeing no objection, so ordered, sir. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
On Calendar Page 30, Calendar 645, House Bill 6943.  
I'd like to place that item on the Consent Calendar. 
 
THE CHAIR:  
 
Seeing no objection, so ordered, sir. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  On Calendar Page 24, 
Calendar 610, House Bill 7050.  I'd like to place that 
item on the Consent Calendar. 
 
THE CHAIR:  
 
Seeing no objection, so ordered, sir. 
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  On Calendar Page 18, 
Calendar 571, House Bill 5092.  I'd like to place that 
item on the Consent Calendar. 
 
THE CHAIR:  
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THE CLERK:   
 
House Bill 6915.  Page 4, Calendar 383 -  
 
THE CHAIR:  
 
Hold on a minute.  Mr. Clerk, you're gonna have to use 
your microphone so we can hear you, please.  I 
apologize.  Thank you.   
 
THE CLERK:   
 
Page 4, Calendar 382, House Bill 6915.  Page 4, 
Calendar 383, House Bill 6723.  Page 5, Calendar 390, 
House Bill 6317.  Page 5, Calendar 437, House Bill 
6771.  Page 5, 438, House Bill 6772.  On Page 6, 
Calendar 439, House Bill 6259.  On Page 8, Calendar 
480, House Bill 6910. 
 
On Page 8 also, Calendar 481, House Bill 6978, and on 
Page 9, Calendar 500, House Bill 6579.  On Page 10, 
Calendar 502, House Bill 6868.  Page 11, Calendar 511, 
House Bill 6937.  Also on Page 11, Calendar 513, House 
Bill 6986, and on Page 12, Calendar 515, House Bill 
6902. 
 
Also on Page 12, Calendar 521, House Bill 6971.  On 
Page 12 again, Calendar 522, House Bill 6834.  Page 
12, Calendar 518, House Bill 6770.  On Page 13, 
Calendar 524, House Bill 6997.  Also on Page 13, 
Calendar 525, House Bill 6984, and on Page 14, 
Calendar 530, House Bill 6977. 
 
Also on Page 14, Calendar 531, House Bill 6994.  Page 
15, Calendar 535, House Bill 6730.  Page 17, Calendar 
552, House Bill 6884.  Page 17, Calendar 557, House 
Bill 6155.  On Page 18, Calendar 564, House Bill 7000.  
Page 18 again, 566, House Bill 6138.  Also on Page 18, 
Calendar 571, House Bill 5092, and on Page 19, 
Calendar 577, House Bill 6853. 
 
On Page 20, Calendar 585, House Bill 6571.  Page 20, 
Calendar 578, House Bill 6852.  On Page 23, Calendar 
606, House Bill 5660, and on Page 24, Calendar 609, 
House Bill 5257.  Page 24, Calendar 611, House Bill 
7060.  Page 24, Calendar 610, House Bill 7050.  On 
Page 25, Calendar 617, House Bill 6020. 
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And that is Page 19, Calendar 575, House Bill 6975. 
 
THE CHAIR:  
 
Are there any other corrections anybody has?  If not, 
at this time, Mr. Clerk, will you please call for a 
roll call vote on the Consent Calendar.  The machine 
is open. 
 
THE CLERK:   
 
Immediate roll call has been ordered in the Senate.  
Immediate roll call on today's Consent Calendar has 
been ordered in the Senate. 
 
[pause]  
 
THE CHAIR:  
 
If all members have voted, all members have voted.  
The machine will be closed.  Mr. Clerk, please call a 
tally.  You wanna call on the Consent Calendar?  Yes, 
it's closed.  It's closed on the machine here.   
 
THE CLERK:   
 
On today's Consent Calendar 
 
Total Number Voting  36 
Necessary for Passage 19 
Those voting Yea  36 
Those voting Nay   0 
Absent/not voting   0 
 
THE CHAIR:  
 
The Consent Calendar passes.  [gavel] Senator Duff.   
 
SENATOR DUFF:   
 
Thank you, Madam President.  Before we adjourn, I'd 
like to yield for any points or announcements. 
 
THE CHAIR:  
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