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SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The bill as amended passes. 

Will the Clerk please call Calendar 188. 

THE CLERK: 

188, on page 7, favorable report of the joint 

standing committee on Labor and Public Employees, 

Substitute House Bill 5527,, AN ACT CON~ERNING A 

DOMESTIC WORKERS BILL OF RIGHTS. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The distinguished chairman of the Labor 

Committee, Representative Tercyak, you have the floor, 

sir . 

REP. TERCYAK (26th): 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I move for 

acceptance of the joint committee's favorable report 

and passage of the bill. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The question is on acceptance of the joint 

committee's favorable report and passage of the bill. 

Will you remark, sir? 

REP. TERCYAK (26th): 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The Clerk has 

an amendment, LCO 4246. I would ask the Clerk to 
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please call the amendment and that I be granted leave 

of the Chamber to summarize. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Will the Clerk please call LCO 4246, which will 

be designated House Amendment "A". 

THE CLERK: 

House Amendment "A", LCO 4246 introduced by 

Representative Tercyak et al. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The gentleman seeks leave of the Chamber to 

summarize. Is there objection? Seeing none, you may 

proceed with summarization, sir . 

REP. TERCYAK (26th): 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Some may 

recall that with your encouragement, many Committees 

scheduled off-campus hearings this year. We held a 

hearing in Bridgeport because from Bridgeport we got 

information about domestic workers. They talked about 

working conditions, how other states were improving 

things. 

We had a long hearing. We heard a lot of 

testimony and we still weren't sure what's going on. 

We continued the hearing here in Hartford on another 
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day and we still don't know what should be the right 

answer. 

We're being thoughtful about this. We'll keep on 

meeting and the amendment, which will now, affects the 

bill. It will establish a task force to look into the 

lot of domestic workers and make suggestions. 

And that's it. I move adoption. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank you, sir. The question before the Chamber 

is adoption of House Amendment "A". Will you remark? 

Will you remark? 

If not, let me try your minds. All those in 

favor of House "A" please signify by saying aye. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

Aye. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Those opp~sed, nay? The ayes have it. The 

amendment is adopted. 

Would you care to remark on the bill as amended? 

Representative Smith. 

REP. SMITH {108th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a task force, 

just so the Chamber is aware of this, so we can study 
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the issue of domestic workers. I urge my colleagues 

to support it. Thank you. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank you, sir. 

Would you care to remark further on the bill as 

amended? 

Representative Ayala. 

REP. AYALA (128th): 

Than~ you, Mr. Speaker. Good evening. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Good evening, madam. 

REP. AYALA (128th): 

I actually·just wanted to say that I first had 

the opportunity to speak to some of the individuals 

that hopefully this task force will help. They seem 

to be very upset that they do not have rights and many 

of them actually come from The Hollow in Bridgeport 

and I can identify with them, because it's hot the 

first time that I hear that they're a bit outraged 

with being taken advantage of. 

So I believe that this is a great measure in 

order to study exactly how many other people in the 

state are affected by this, not just these individuals 

that have come up and voice their opinions. 
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I believe that just maybe a small portion of 

people affected by this and --

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

If you may pause for just a moment, madam. I know 

the hour is late and we're having a little bit of fun 

here, but we do have members who wish to speak on the 

bill, so please show her the respect that she's due 

and take your conversations either at a lower level or 

outside the Chamber. 

Please proceed, madam. 

REP. AYALA (128th): 

In closing, I urge my colleagues to support this 

bill. Thank you. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank 'you, madam. 

Would you care to remark further on the bill as 

amended? Would you care to remark further on the bill 

as amended? 

If not, staff and guests to the well of the 

House. Members take your seats. The machine will be 

opened. 

THE CLERK: 
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The House of Representatives is voting by roll . 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll. Will 

members please return to the chamber immediately. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Have all the members voted? Have all the members 

voted? Will members please check the board to make 

sure your vote is properly cast. 

If all the members have voted, the machine will 

be locked and the Clerk will take a tally. 

Will the Clerk please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

House Bill 5527 as amended by House "A" . 

Total number voting 142 

Necessary for passage 72 

Those voting Yea 114 

Those voting Nay 28 

Those absent and not voting 9 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

.The bill as amended passes. 

Will the Clerk please call Calendar 22. 

THE CLERK: 

On page 32, House Calendar 22, favorable report 

of the joint standing committee on Environment, 



S - 679 
CONNECTICUT 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
SENATE 

 
 

PROCEEDINGS 
2014 

 
 

VETO 
SESSION 

                                                                                     
 
 

VOL. 57 
PART 11 

3246 – 3508 
  



• 

pat/gbr 
SENM'E 

213 
May 7, 2014 

that"require action by the House of Representatives pe 
immediately transmitted to the House. 

THE CHAIR: 

So ordered. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Madam President. Also want to add to the 
Go list an item on Calendar Page 15, Calendar 528, 
House Bill 5450. 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

On Page 24, Calendar 553, Substitute for House Bill 
Number 5527 AN ACT CONCERNING THE TASK FORCE ON 
DOMESTIC WORKERS. Favorable Report of the Committee 
on Labor and Public Employees. We have amendments . 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Holder-Winfield. Senator Holder-Winfield. 

SENATOR HOLDER-WINFIELD: 

Thank you, Madam President. Madam President, I move 
acceptance of the Joint Committee's Favorable Report 
and passage of the bill in concurrence with the House. 

THE CHAIR: 

Motion is on acceptance and passage. Will you remark, 
sir? 

SENATOR HOLDER-WINFIELD: 

Yes, thank you, Madam President. Actually, Madam 
President, there is an amendment to the bill. It's 
LCO 4502. I would ask that it be called and I be 
granted leave of the Chamber to summarize. 

THE CHAIR: 

003398 
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Mr. Clerk. Would you please look at the number again, 
Senator. Is that the correct number? 

SENATOR HOLDER-WINFIELD: 

Yes, Madam President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Well, we're going to have to stand at ease. The Clerk 
doesn't have it in his possession yet. Just stand at 
ease for a moment. 

(Chamber at ease.) 

Senator, it's as amended by the House. Would you 
recall the bill again as amended? 

Senator Holder-Winfield, do you want to call it as 
amended by the House. It is not the right, the same, 
amendment, House Amendment. So if I'm correct, it is 
4246. Is that the bill that is amended by the House? 
On LCO? 

The Senate is going to stand at ease. 

(Chamber at ease.) 

The Senate will come back to order. Senator Holder
Winfield. 

SENATOR HOLDER-WINFIELD: 

So Madam President, let me just be clear. I move the 
acceptance of the Joint Committee's Favorable Report 
and passage of the bill in concurrence with the House. 

THE CHAIR: 

The motion is on acceptance and passage. Will you 
remark? 

SENATOR HOLDER-WINFIELD: 

Yes, Madam President. What this bill does, it 
establishes a task force on the domestic workers in 
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the State of Connecticut to look at the issue that,· 
when we did for instance, Senate Bill 371, I brought 
up about what has happened over the history of the 
State of Connecticut where domestic workers have been 
involved and sometimes cut out of our laws. 

The bill was amended in the House to fix a slight 
mistake allowing for appointment to the task force 
from the leadership of the House and the Senate, and I 
would urge this Chamber to pass Senate Bill 5527. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark? Will you remark? Senator Markley. 

SENATOR MARKLEY: 

Thank you, Madam President. I rise in support of this 
bill. We heard very compelling testimony in 
Bridgeport about the problems faced by domestic 
workers. There was a sweeping piece of legislation in 
front of us at that point. I think it has wisely been 
trimmed back to a task force. They can come up with 
recommendations that we can consider next Session, and 
I will support the bill. Thank you. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you. Will you remark? Will you remark? 
Senator Fasano. 

SENATOR FASANO: 

Thank you, Madam President. Madam President, some 
time ago there was a bill that dealt with the 
retirement system in the State of Connecticut, and I 
would like the Clerk to call LCO 5655. 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

LCO Number 5655, Senate 
Fasano . 

M 
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Thank you, Madam President. I move the Amendment and 
request permission to summarize. 

THE CHAIR: 

The motion is on adoption. Will you remark, sir? 

SENATOR FASANO: 

Thank you, Madam President. Madam President, we may 
recall a year ago there was a bill passed that allows 
people who work in a state retirement system and they 
have a MERS pension plan that if they retire either by 
age or by disability and then rehire with another town 
system that has a MERS system, but they do not 
participate in that MERS ~lqn, that they would be able 
to continue with the disability payments that they had 
before. ~ 

So let me clarify it a little bit better. So if you 
are a worker and you have a MERS plan and you have a 
disability and you leave that town, you get your 
disability payments. Then you're rehired by that town 
or another town but do not participate in that MERS 
system, you should be able to continue to receive your 
disability. 

There are a number of occasions in which the state has 
allowed people to do it. So a year ago, we said let's 
codify what's happening as a matter of practice. So 
there was a bill that was put out. It went unanimous 
in this Chamber. I think there was one vote, maybe no 
votes, I can't recall in the House, and anyway, a 
substantial majority in the House, total majority or 
unanimous in the Senate, and then the Governor vetoed 
the bill. 

It was an understanding the reason why the veto was 
there is that this would add to municipal costs. It's 
clear that it does not add to municipal costs and the 
rationale is therefore flawed. 

003401 
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Madam President, this should have no problem due to 
the fact it's already been approved by this Chamber 
unanimously. It's already been approved by all but 
one vote in the House. This is what's going on today. 
This is how it's working today. So there's no reason 
why we shouldn't do this. It would move very quickly 
from the House because it has already been unanimously 
proposed. 

Madam President, I move this Amendment based upon 
fairness. I move this Amendment because that's what 
we're doing as a matter of practice and we should 
codify so we're fair to everybody. 

Madam President, I look forward to this Amendment 
moving forward. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark? Will you remark? Senator Holder
Winfield . 

SENATOR HOLDER-WINFIELD: 

Yes, thank you, Madam President. While I agree with 
everything that Senator Fasano said, I would have to 
rise in opposition to the Amendment. Unfortunately, 
looking at the hour, I think it may or may not get 
through the House and I think the underlying bill is 
policy that we all want to see done. 

Since this bill is here for final action, I would ask 
the Chamber to reject the Amendment, unfortunately. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark? Senator Osten. 

SENATOR OSTEN: 

Thank you very much, Madam President. I think that we 
have time to get this back down to the House but for a 
vote and I would urge my colleagues to vote for this 
Amendment. I thought the bill was a good bill last 
year and I think it's a good bill now, a good 
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Amendment to this bill and I would urge people to vote 
for this Amendment. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Welch. 

SENATOR WELCH: 

Thank you, Madam President. I agree with Senator 
Fasano and Senator Osten. There's both time and this 
is the right policy. 

You know, right now we've just gone through a brief 
history where people have been treated disparately 
under the current rules and regulations and that's 
just patently unfair. 

We're trying to, as Senator Fasano said, get some 
fairness here. Thank you, Madam President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark? Will you remark? Senator Holder
Winfield. A Roll Call Vote has been asked for by 
Senator Fasano. Will you remark? If not, Mr. Clerk, 
will you please call for a Roll Call Vote and the 
machine will be opened. 

THE CLERK: 

Immediate Roll Call has been ordered in the Senate. 
Roll Call on Senate Amendirient Schedule "A" has been 
ordered in the Senate. 

THE CHAIR: 

If all members have voted, all members have voted, the 
machine will be closed. Mr. Clerk, will you please 
call the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

On House Bill Number 5527. I'm sorry. House, Senate 
Amendment Schedule "A" for House Bill 5527 . 

Total number voting 36 
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The Amendment fails. Will you remark further? Will 
you remark furtner? If not, Mr. Clerk, will you call 
for a Roll Call Vote. The machine will be opened. 

THE CLERK: 

Immediate Roll Call has been ordered in the Senate. 
!mmed1ate Roll call has been ordered 1n the Senate. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Duff, would you like to vote, sir? Thank you. 
If all members have voted, all members have voted, the 
machine will be closed. Mr. Clerk, will you please 
call a tally . 

THE CLERK: 

On House Bill 5527. 

Total number voting 36 
Necessary for adoption 19 
Those voting Yea 36 
Those voting Nay 0 
Those absent and not voting 0 

THE CHAIR: 

.The Bill passes. Senator Looney. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Madam President. Madam President, if the 
Clerk would call as the next item, Calendar 55, Page 
24, Calendar 555, House Bill 5389 from the Committee 
on Public Safety and Security, to be followed, Madam 
President, by Calendar Page 15, Calendar 468, House 
Bill 5450 and Calendar Page 12, Calendar 434, House 
Bill 5355. Thank you, Madam President . 
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