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Will the Clerk please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

House Bill 5384 as amended by House "A." 

Total number voting 143 

Necessary for passage 72 

Those voting Yea 89 

Those voting Nay 54 

Those absent and not voting 8 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The bill as amended passes. 

Will the Clerk please call Calendar 237. 

THE CLERK: 

On page 43, House Calendar 237, favorable report 

of the joint standing committee on Appropriations, 

Substitute House Bill 5353. AN ACT CONCERNING MORTGAGE 

SERVICERS, CONNECTICUT FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, 

CONSUMER CREDIT LICENSES, THE FORECLOSURE MEDIATION 

PROGRAM AND MINOR REVISIONS TO THE BANKING STATUTES. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The distinguished chairman of the Banking 

Committee, Representative Tong. You have the floor, 

sir. 

REP. TONG ( 14 7th) : 

Good evening, Mr. Speaker. 
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Good evening, sir. 

REP. TONG (147th): 

370 
April 28, 2014 

Mr. Speaker, I move acceptance of the joint 

committee's favorable report and passage of the bill. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Question is on acceptance of the joint 

committee's favorable report and passage of the bill. 

Will you remark, sir? 

REP. TONG (147th): 

Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this 

bill does a few things that represent initiatives of 

the Department of Banking and the Banks Committee. In 

summary it provides for the licensing and regulation 

of mortgage servicers. It also provides that the 

National Mortgage Licensing System will now be used by 

the Banking Department to license various actors in 

our financial institutions here in this state. It 

also provides for an extension of the Foreclosure and 

Mediation Program. There are also several other 

provisions that are summarized and included in an 

amendment. Mr. Speaker, the Clerk has an amendment, 

LCO Number 4518. I ask that the Clerk please call the 

amendment and I be given leave to summarize. 

l 
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Will the Clerk please LCO 4518, which will be 

designated House Amendment "A." 

THE CLERK: 

House Amendment "A," LCO 4518, introduced by 

Representative Tong, et al. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The gentleman has sought leave of the chamber to 

summarize. Is there objection? 

Seeing none, you may proceed with summarization, 

sir. 

REP. TONG (147th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I will do this as quickly as I can. There are 

several key provisions of this bill. The first, as 

I've said earlier, provides for the licensing and 

regulation of mortgage servicers in this state, the 

people that service mortgages on behalf of the 

lenders. It also provides for a banker's bank, which 

is a bank that does business with other banks to be 

able to do business in other states, including 

Pennsylvania and New Jersey. It includes further 

guidance on the pre-mediation process before the 

foreclosure mediation process starts. It extends the 
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Foreclosure Mediation Program from -- from June 30, 

2014 to June 30, 2016, that's a two-year extension. 

It also includes a couple of new initiatives. First, 

it ·creates a commission to study and recommend a plan 

to create -- to establish Connecticut as a leading 

jurisdiction in this country for corporation law to 

encourage more corporations to come to Connecticut to 

incorporate here and to adjudicate their disputes 

here. And finally, it creates a task force on reverse 

mortgages. We heard testimony about the risks of 

reverse mortgages, particularly for our seniors and 

this creates a task force to address those concerns . 

I move adoption. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The question before the chamber is adoption. 

Would you care -- do you care to remark? 

The distinguished ranking member of the Banking 

Committee, Representative Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. If I may, a few 

questions to the proponent. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Please proceed, sir . 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 
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In looking at lines 176 through 185 of the 

amendment, I think that was the reference that the 

chairman was making in terms of the pre-meditation 

review period, the protocol and I just wanted to get a 

little bit more information about why that language is 

in this amendment. 

Through you, Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Tong. 

REP. TONG (147th): 

Through you, Mr. Speaker, it's the pre-mediation, 

not the premeditation, but maybe we need a 

premeditation session in Banks as well. But, through 

you, Mr. Speaker, yes, it provides for an opportunity 

for the mediator to let the homeowner know what 

documents they're missing and to enhance the mediation 

program. This was an initiative brought to us by 

Senator Fasano and we think it makes good sense. 

Through you. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I always appreciate the 
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clarification of the English language. Looking a 

little further at lines 822 through 827, the 

Foreclosure Mediation Program, this language that 

we're looking to establish will allow the Foreclosure 

Mediation Program to continue for another two years. 

Is that not correct? 

Through you, Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Tong. 

REP. TONG (147th): 

Through you, Mr. Speaker, that is correct. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

I thank you, Mr. Speaker, then many of the other 

sections in this amendment, are they not are tied 

to actually clarify that date of two years to make 

sure that that is a conforming change? 

Through you, Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Tong. 

REP. TONG (147th): 

Through you, that's correct . 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 
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April 28, 2014 

There was mentioned earlier of section 505, I 

believe, that is what the honorable chairman was 

making reference to, the Commission on Connecticut's 

Leadership on Corporation and Business Law. This was 

a bill that we heard as -- in committee that does not 

have a fiscal note. Is that correct, Mr. Speaker? 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Tong. 

REP. TONG (147th): 

Through you, that is correct, there's no fiscal 

~note. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I think the chairman's description of this 

amendment is a very solid one and a good one and I 

urge my colleagues to support it. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank you, sir . 

Would you care to remark further on House 
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"REP. SMITH (108th): 

376 
April 28, 2014 

Mr. Speaker, thank you. Just a -- one quick 

question for the proponent of the bill, if I may. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Please proceed, sir. 

REP. SMITH (108th): 

It's nice to see that the language in -- for the 

mediation has been continued. One of the comments 

I've heard when we amended the statute last year was 

actually by the mediators themselves. They were 

they seemed a bit overwhelmed in terms of all the 

changes that occurred last year and basically had some 

difficulty complying with what we put into statute, 

and I'm just wondering if anything has been done in 

terms of either providing them more help or more 

guidance in terms -- so we can make this process much 

more efficient then -- that has been in the past. 

Through you, Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Tong. 

REP. TONG (147th): 

Through you, Mr. Speaker, yes. As you know, this 
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program has been very successful in helping homeowners 

and our neighbors in distress in this state but it 

does take a lot of resources and a lot of focus and 

attention. A lot of the issues, a lot of the process 

is complicated, some would even say byzantine in 

getting through the foreclosure process. So, we tried 

over the last we years to clarify and streamline this 

process. We're working closely with the department to 

make sure that they are watching in closely and that 

the Judicial Branch has the resources that it needs. 

It continues to be a challenge but we're doing the 

best we can . 

Through you. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Smith. 

REP. SMITH (108th): 

And I thank the chairman for his response. I 

mean it it certainly is a -- a difficult process 

for the Judicial Department and the mediators to 

comply with what we've put down on paper here. I'm 

certainly in favor of the bill. I hope we can find 

some more money so they can actually make this process 

somewhat more workable. Mr. Speaker, when they get 

the package, it's usually, you know, one or two inches 
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thick and they have to sift through that information, 

make sure that the homeowner is compliant with the 

various requests from the lender. They do their best, 

and I hope we can give them more support in the 

future. Thank you. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank you, sir. 

Would you care to remark further? Would you care 

to remark further on House Amendment "A"? If not, let 

me try your mind. 

Representative Mushinsky. 

REP. MUSHINSKY (85th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I just wanted to thank the chairman of Banks for 

including the task force on reverse mortgage, 

practices and best practices and a look at the Federal 

Court case that is seeking to protect consumers and 

we'll see how that plays out between now and next 

session and thank you for taking consumers seriously, 

Mr. Chairman. 

Through you, Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank you, Madam . 

Would you care to remark further on House 
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Amendment "A"? If not, let me try your minds. All 
·--------~~~--------

those in favor of House Amendment "A," please signify 

by saying aye. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

Aye. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Those opposed, nay. 

The ayes have it. The amendment is adopted. 

Do you care to remark further on the bill as 

amended? 

Representative Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Now that the bill had been amended, I urge my 

colleagues to support it. Thank you. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank you, sir. 

would you care to remark? Would you care to 

remark further on the bill as amended? 

Representative Butler. 

REP. BUTLER (72nd): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I'd just like to commend chair of Banking 

Committee for bringing this bill forward. The Housing 

003071 



• 

• 

djp/mb/lgg/cd 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

380 
April 28, 2014 

Committee also had a similar bill, and we heard a lot 

of testimony about how the rest of the country has 

been doing well coming out of foreclosures, but 

Connecticut has been lagging behind, there is still a 

great need, so I'm glad to see that this bill has come 

forward to actually address the needs of our residents 

and that the attorneys in Connecticut Fair Housing, 

our NHS's and our CAP agencies are out there on the 

frontlines helping our people navigate through these 

waters. So, again, I'd like to commend the chair of 

Banking for bringing this forward. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank you, sir. 

Would you care to remark? Would you care to 

remark further on the bill as amended? If not, staff 

and guests to the well of the House. Members take 

your seats. The machine will be open. 

THE CLERK: 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll. 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll. Will 

members please report to the chamber immediately? 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Have all the members voted? Have all the members 
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voted? Will members please check the board to make 

sure your vote is properly cast. 

If all the members have voted, the machine will 

be locked and the Clerk will take a tally. 

Representative Genga, for what reason do you 

rise? 

REP. GENGA (lOth) : 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to have my vote in the 

affirmative. I apologize for the inconvenience. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Will the Clerk please indicate Representative 

Genga wishes to vote in the affirmative. Thank you, 

Mr. Clerk. Will the Clerk please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

House Bill 5353 as amended by House "A." 

Total number voting 143 

Necessary for passage 72 

Those voting Yea 140 

Those voting Nay 3 

Those absent and not voting 8 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The bill as amended passes. 

Will the Clerk please call Calendar 428 . 

THE CLERK: 
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THE CHAIR: 

The Senate will stand at ease. 

(Chamber at ease) . 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Looney. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

234 
May 6, 2014 

Yes, thank you, Madam President. Madam President, 
some additional items to mark at this point. They may 
-- may be skipping around the Calendar a little bit. 

But Calendar page 10, Calendar 415, House Bill 5518, 
move to place on the Consent Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Yup . 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

And also, Madam President, ·Calendar page 18, Calendar 
489, House Bill 5227, move to place on the Consent 
Calendar. 

Madam President, Calendar page 19, Calendar 494, House 
Bill Number 5573, move to place on the Consent 
Calenaar. 

Calendar page 22, Calendar 513, House Bill 5353, move 
to place on the Consent Calendar. 

Calendar page 28, Calendar 550, that's 5-5-0, House 
Bill 5514, move to place on the Consent Calendar. 

Madam President, also moving back, Calendar page 20, 
Calendar 499, House Bill 5419, move to place on the 
Consent Calendar. 

Back under Favorable Reports, Madam President, 
Calendar page 11, Calendar 419, House Bill 5477, move 
to place on the Consent Calendar . 
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And on page- 22 Calendar 51-3,- House Bill 5353 . 
Calendar 515, House Bill 5361. 

And on page 24, Calendar 526, House Bill 5556. 
Calendar 524, House Bill 5219 .· 

Page 25, Calendar 4--- sorry, Calendar 530, House Bill 
5368, page 27, Calendar 546, House Bill 5061. 
Calendar 543, House Bill 5037. 

On page 28, Calendar 550, House Bill 5514. 

Page 29, Calendar 554, House Bill 5148. 

Page 30, Calendar 563, House Bill 5554. 

Page 31, Calendar 567, House Bill 5229. Calendar 565, 
House Bill 5028. 

And on page 42, Calendar 384, Senate Bill 442. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Looney, do you have any more good news for us? 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Yes, thank you, Madam President. One additional item 
to add before we call for the actual vote on the 
Consent Calendar, and that is item an Calendar page 
33, Calendar 575, House Bill 5359. With that one 
addition it would call for a vote on the Consent 
Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr. Clerk, please call for a vote on the Consent 
Calendar, and the machine will be open. 

THE CLERK: 

Immediate roll call has been ordered in the Senate. 
Immediate roll call on the second Consent Calendar 
today has been ordered in the Senate. 

THE CHAIR: 
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If all members have voted? All membered voted, the 
machine will be closed. Mr. Clerk, will you please 
call the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

On the second Consent Calendar for today. 

Total number voting 35 
Those voting Yea 35 
Those voting Nay 0 
Absent not voting 1 

THE CHAIR: 

Consent Calendar passes. Senator Looney. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Madam President. If the Clerk would call 
the first item marked go to follow the Consent 
Calendar . 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

On page 33, Calendar 579, Substitute for House Bill 
Number 5348, AN ACT CONCERNING THE PAYMENT OF 
DELINQUENT PROPERTY TAXES. Favorable Report of the 
Committee on Planning and Development. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Kelly. 

SENATOR KELLY: 

Thank you. Thank you, Madam President. Pursuant to 
Rule 15 of the Joint Rules, I am recusing myself from 
consideration of this bill. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, sir. Please leave the Chamber. 
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