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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

·chamber, we'd appreciate it. 

475 
May 6, 2014 

Representative Verrengia, for what reason do 

you rise? 

REP. VERRENGIA (20th): 

I'd like my vote recorded in the affirmative: 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Mr. Clerk, please indicate Representative 

Verrengia's vote in the affirmative. Recalculate 

the vote. 

Will the Clerk please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Senate Bill 475 as amended by Senate "A". 

Total Number Voting 144 

Necessary for Passage 73 

Those Voting Yea 142 

Those Voting Nay 2 

Those Absent and Not Voting 7 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The bill passes the bill as amended passes 

in concurrence with the Senate. 

Will the Clerk please call Calendar 490? 

THE CLERK: 

House Calendar 490, favorable report of the 

Joint Standing Committee on Environment, Substitute 

Senate Bill 445, AN ACT CONCERNING CERTAIN 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TASK FORCE ON THE SALE OF 

CATS AND DO~S FROM INHUMANE ORIGINS AT CONNECTICUT 

006"470 
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PET SHOPS. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Gentile. 

REP. GENTILE (104th): 

·Thank you, Mr. ,Speaker. 

476 
May 6, 2014 

Mr. Speaker, I move for -- I'm sorry-- I 

move 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Acceptance. 

REP. GENTILE (104th): 

-- acceptance of the Joint Committee's 

favorable report and -- and passage of the bill . 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The question is on acceptance of the Joint 

Committee's favorable report and passage of the 

bill. 

Will you remark, madam? 

REP. GENTILE (104th): 

Yes, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker, the Clerk is in possession of 

Amendment LCO Number 45~2. I ask that it be called 

and I can summarize. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Will the Clerk please call LCO 4552 which has 

been previously designated Senate Amendment "A". 

THE CLERK: 

Senate Alnendment "A", LCO 4552, introduced by 

!· .. 

006471 
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Senator Meyer, et al. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

477 
May 6, 2014 

The gentlewoman seeks the leave of the Chamber 

to summarize. 

Is there objection? 

Seeing none, you may proceed with 

summarization, madam. 

REP. GENTILE (104th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a strike-all amendment 

which implements the recommendations of the task 

force making various changes to the pet shot 

licensee statutes, and I move adoption . 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The question is on adoption of Senate 

Amendment II A II • 

Will you remark? 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I stand in support of the amendment. This is 

not the bill that a lot of folks thought it might 

have been about a year or two ago. This is a 

collaborative effort, and I urge adoption. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank you, sir. 

Do you care to remark further on Senate 

: 

006472 



• 

• 

• 

rc/gdm/gbr 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Amendment "A"? 

Representative Kupchick. 

REP. KUPCHICK (132nd): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

'• 

478 
May 6, 2014 

I rise in strong support of this bill, by no 

surprise. I'd just like to say that some people are 

probably wondering how this bill is different from 

the was -- from what was introduced last session. 

Many people wanted a ban on the sale of dogs 

and cats in pet stores. And while that was a 

difficult concept for many people to get their minds 

around, the task force worked very hard to come up 

with recommendations that would allow for a lot of 

accountability in -- in the market for consumers, 

but also to try to push to have pet stores purchase 

their animals from places that weren't as bad as the 

worst. 

So in this bill, we're now requiring that pet 

stores purchase their puppies from mills that don't 

have direct violations or some indirect violations. 

That's a huge, important part in protecting pets and 

animals. 
.·1 • 

It also has a lot -of -accountability factors for 

consumers, that they will be reimbursed if they 

bring home a dog and it gets sick within 20 days. I 

think that's a big and important part for consumers. 

And also, hopefully, it will encourage the pet 

006473 
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May 6, 2014 

industry to purchase healthier animals that come 

from better places. 

The USDA has an Animal Welfare Act, and that's 

where a lot of these regulations come from. I just 

want ·to thank some people who worked on the task 

force. We spent a lot of time over the summer and 

through the fall, and I would like to thank Senator 

McKinney, who brought this issue up many years ago 

and served on the task force. 

I'd like to thank Senator Duff who co-chaired the 

task force with me; Representative Grogins, Amy 

Harrell, Deb Bresch, Annie Hornisli, Bob Shea, and 

Chris Adams who also helped me. And I would like to 

thank Senator Meyer and Representative Gentile and 

Representative Shahan for their hard work and --

and -- over the last few weeks helping me; and 

Representative Miner and Senator Chapin, who 

really -- and helped me quite a bit to work through 

this process, and I really appreciate it; and my 

Minority Leader and my caucus for putting up with 

me. 

And I just -- I would just like to say that, 

in 2012 -- in 2012, 2700 dogs and cats were 

euthanized in the state of Connecticut and four 

million dogs and cats were euthanized nationwide . 

And I would hope that people would choose rescue or 

shelter for their pets, or through a local breeder. 

006474 
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480 
May 6, 2014 

But thi·s bill, I think, allows us- to have 

have a moral responsibility in making sure we, as a 

civilized society, make sure that our animals that 

we are that are under ouT care, are taken care 

of. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank you, madam. 

Would you care to remark? Would you care to 

rema:r:k further on Senate Amendment "A"? 

--... If not, let me try your minds. 

All those in favor of Senate Amendment "A", 

please signify by saying aye . 

REPRESENTATIVES: . 
·~ 

Aye. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Those opposed, nay. 

The ayes have it. The amendment is adopted. 

Would you care to remark further on the bill as 

amended? 

If not, staff and guests to the Well of the 

House. Members take your seats. The machine will 

be open. 

THE CLERK: 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll . 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll. 

Will members please return to the Chamber 

006475 
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immediately. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

481 
May 6, 2014 

Have all the members voted? Have all the 

members voted? 

Would members please check the board to make 

sure your vote is properly cast. 

If all the members have voted, the machine will 

be locked and the Clerk will take a tally. 

Would the Clerk please announce the tally? 

THE CLERK: 

Senate Bill 445, as amended by Senate "A", in 

concurrence with the Senate. 

Total Number Voting 143 

Necessary for Passage 72 

Those Voting Yea 143 

Those Voting Nay 0 

Those Absent and Not Voting 8 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

rhe bill as amended passes in concurrence with 

the Senate. 

Representative Aresimowicz. 

REP. ARESIMOWICZ (30th): 

Mr. Speaker, I move we immediately transmit all 

items acted upon in the House, waiting for further 

action in the Senate. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Motion is for immediate transmittal. 

006476 



S - 674 
 

CONNECTICUT 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

SENATE 
 
 

PROCEEDINGS 
2014 

 
 
 

                                                                                     
 
 

VOL. 57 
PART 6 

1656 – 1970  
  



• 

·-

.-

hc/gbr 
SENATE 

SENATOR SLOSSBERG: 

Yes. Thank you, Madam President. 

296 001870 
April 30, 2014 

If there's no objection, I would ask that this item be 
placed on the Consent Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Seeing no objection, so ordered, ma'am. 

SENATOR SLOSSBERG: 

Thank you. 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

On page five, it is Calendar 295, substitute for 
Senate Bill Number 445, AN ACT CONCERNING CERTAIN 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TASK FORCE ON THE SALE OF CATS 
AND DOGS FROM INHUMANE ORIGINS AT CONNECTICUT PET 
SHOPS, Favorable Report of the Committee on 
Environment. There are amendments. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Meyer. 

SENATOR MEYER: 

Yes, Madam President. I do move acceptance of the 
Joint Committee's Favorable Report and passage of this 
bill. 

THE CHAIR: 

Motion is on acceptance and passage. Will you remark, 
sir? 

SENATOR MEYER: 
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297 001871 
April 30, 2014 

Yes, Madam President. There is a -- a strike all 
amendment, which is LCO 4552 and I ask if the Clerk 
would kindly call it. 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

LCO Number 4552, Senate "A", offered by Senator Meyer, 
chapl.n, et. al. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Meyer. 

SENATOR MEYER: 

Yes. Thank you. I move the -- move the amendment and 
ask leave to summarize. 

THE CHAIR: 

Motion is on adoption. Please -- please continue, 
sir. 

SENATOR MEYER: 

Colleagues, you'll see that -- that this strike all 
amendment has -- has a lot of support on both 
Republican and Democrat and both Houses of the General 
Assembly. It is the result of the good work of a task 
force that we'created last year to look at the 
question of the sale and purchase of commercial 
puppies and the problems we've had with puppy mills 
puppies 'that have come from puppy mills in 
Connecticut. Not puppy mills in Connecticut, from 
other states. 

And what -- what this bill does is it does several 
things. Rather than banning the sale of commercial 
puppies in Connecticut, which some advocates have 
sought, this bill does not go in that direction. What 
it seeks to do instead is to establish a higher 
standard of care for our puppies and our -- and our 
kittens . 
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And so the first thing it 
a standard of care by the 
and then it goes on to 
that standard of care. 

' 

298 001872 
April 30, 2014 

does is it -- it establishes 
Commissioner of Agriculture 
to require compliance with 

It also deals with the question of pet shop 
reimbursement of owners who buy a dog or a cat from 
the pet store when the -- when the animal turns out to 
have a serious defect. And what it does is it -- it 
increases the payment that we made by the pet store to 
the animal owner for the sickness or defect of the dog 
or the cat. It increases -- it increases that amount 
of money. 

The bill also requires a -- a pet shop or pet shops, 
and they're -- I think there are now 16 or 17 of them 
in Connecticut, that do sell puppies and kittens. It 
requires them to post United States Department of 
Agriculture inspection reports on the -- on the 
kennels of -- of the dogs that they're seeking to 
sell. So that is -- that's a helpful -- helpful thing 
for -- for our owners . 

And then, finally, the bill relates to some 
requirements for breeders, breeders of dogs and cats, 
and provides that those breeders must be in the 
possession of a license from the u.s. Department of 
Agriculture and also from any applicable state agency. 

So that is the bill in essence. It got -- it got 
rather remarkable support at the public hearing from 
both animal lovers and also from pet stores. And I 
want to say that in many ways, in the years that I've 
been here in the Senate, the spirit behind this bill 
has been from -- from John McKinney, Senator McKinney, 
who -- who brought this to the attention of the 
Environment Committee when I first became Chair. So I 
-- I want to publicly thank him for that. 

That is the bill. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark? Senator Chapin . 

SENATOR CHAPIN: 
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299 001873 
April 30, 2014 

I think Senator Meyer just referenced Senator 
McKinney's dogged determination. 

THE CHAIR: 

Nice. 

SENATOR CHAPIN: 

Certainly, Senator Meyer was correct that the public 
hearing on this is actually kind of in a extension of 
last year's public hearing, where advocates were 
trying to move this -- this idea forward. And last 
year, you may recall, I think unanimously this Chamber 
supported the creation of a task force and the 
recommendations they came back with most -- the 
leadership of the Environment Committee and ultimately 
the Environment Committee agreed with. 

I think it would be proper at this time to not only 
extend my appreciate to Senator Meyer for helping to 
move this bill forward, but to also thank both Senator 
Duff and Senator McKinney, who spent their summer and 
fall working on the task force to report back to the 
Environment Committee with those recommendations. 

It is a product of compromise, which we do a lot in 
this building. And I think it's a good compromise. 

I think to the point about inhuman sourcing, I think 
one of the sections in here is very important and that 
deals with the prohibition for a pet shop to get an 
animal from a -- a licensed breeder who would be 
inspected through the USDA, who has more than one 
direct violation. 

I believe direct violation is one that directly 
affects the health and welfare of the animal. Or more 
than three indirect violations, which are less serious 

r 

offences, within a two-year period. 

So I know it doesn't go quite as far as some people 
wanted to, but it does take us in a -- in a good 
direction and I -- I'm thankful to those who worked 
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April 30, 2014 

very hard on this bill and I encourage my colleagues 
to support it. Thank you, Madam President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you. Will you remark? Senator Duff. 

SENATOR DUFF: 

Thank you, Madam President. Good evening. 

I would like to also thank Senator Meyer and Senator 
Chapin for their work on the Environment Committee. 
Certainly, Representative Kupchick and Senator 
McKinney as well. 

I think that this bill speaks to the values that we 
share in the State of Connecticut. When we worked 
very hard over many years to protect our animals, 
those that don't have a voice and can't lobby here at 
the State Capitol. And we -- we have worked hard to 
show our values through legislation in protecting our 
four-legged friends and others . 

And it's certainly something that's not always easy to 
do in trying to get consensus on. So I remember last 
-- at the end of last session, we did put together a -
- a bill that put forth a task force that I was able 
to co-chair with Senator -- Representative Brenda 
Kupchick and have Senator McKinney and others on the 
task force. 

I'm sure many of you know that it was not a -- a task 
force that was - that came with easy answers. In 
fact, many times, both sides of the issue were -- were 
miles apart and it was difficult to receive consensus 
on practically anything. 

Though we were able to in the end get consensus on -­
on a report on most issues, most recommendations of 
that -- of that task force -- and something I'm -- I'm 
proud of the fact that we were able to do. And -- and 
so because of that, we're able to stand here today and 
vote on some legislation as a result of the hard work 
that many people did over the summer and the fall . 
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301 001875 
April 30, 2014 

So I want to again thank Senator Meyer for his work 
and Senator Chapin, Senator McKinney, Representative 
Kupchick for what they've done, the advocates who -­
who were there and who spent a lot of time, and the 
public who came to our public hearings and were with 
us really every step of the way. 

I'm proud of what we're doing. I think it does, 
again, speak to the values that we have in the State 
of Connecticut, and we're -- are slowly but surely 
educating our consumers and those who might make 
purchases or rescue animals and really kind of make 
sure that they are making decisions that are right for 
them, but also with the proper amount of information 
so that they can make those decisions with confidence. 

I urge the Chamber.and my colleagues to please support 
the legislation. Thank you, Madam President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark? Senator McKinney. 

SENATOR MCKINNEY: 

Thank you, Madam President. 

Madam President, there's the old saying if at first 
you don't succeed, try, try again. I actually came to 
this issue as I was first running for the State 
Senate. 

·The gentleman who held the 28th State Senate District 
prior to my first election was a former Senator Ted 
Lovegrove, who, unfortunately, is no longer with us. 
And we had breakfast at a diner in which he told me 
that he was not going to seek reelection and wanted me 
to think about running for this seat. 

And we had a very good conversation and one of the 
things he said to me was to not give up on the puppy 
bill. And I didn't know a lot about what he was 
talking about, but Senator Lovegrove was way at the 
forefront of fighting against puppy mills. 

He loved animals, had a lot of animals at his 
house/farm in Fairfield and Easton, and it's something 

--
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I always kept with me. I obviously, as a dog lover 
and I lost our dog a while ago, but really got 
frustrated with the churning of dogs at puppy mills. 

And I think the first time I ever tried to do 
something on the matter, I actually put in a bill to 
ban the sale of dogs from pet shops. I was a young 
legislator and ran into the pet shop lobby and didn't 
realize that pet shops actually hired lobbyists. 

In -- in turn of fact, they are very good people 
fighting for small businesses who are able to educate 
and play an important role in this process. 

So to the advocates on both sides, I say thank you, 
especially to Senator Duff, Senator Chapin, and 
Senator Meyer for their hard work and their patience 
through this process because it did require a lot of 
patience. 

And lastly, there are many people in the house, but I 
just want to single out my friend, Representative 
Kupchick. She is constantly working with animal 
rescue and other animal organizations, like 
Representative Urban and many others down in the 
House, as a leader on animal rights issues . .. 

And she's the one who really has taken a lot of the 
slack. Admittedly, I did not do nearly the work that 
she and others did on the task force and I want to 
thank her publicly for that. 

So thank you to all for getting this done. Let's hope 
it passe~ the House. I fear for the House members if 
they don't bring it up, but it -- it's a good bill. 
It's going to really help a situation. 

I mean, we all know how much, if you're a dog owner, 
and I know talking to Senator Meyer about losing a 
dog, how much they really are part of the family,· and 
especially when you have kids, and so to make sure 
that the dogs that people are buying for their 
families and getting for their families, bringing into 
the families, are healthy is an important part of what 
we're doing here . 

So thank you. 
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Thank you. 

Will you remark? Will you remark? 

303 001877 
April 30, 2014 

If not, I'll try your minds on Senate "A". All those 
in favor of Senate "A", please say aye. 

SENATORS: 

Aye. 

THE CHAIR: 

Opposed? 

Senate "A" passes. Senator Meyer. 

SENATOR MEYER: 

Thank you, Madam President . 

I do want to acknowledge Senator Duff. I -- I 
neglected to mention him before. Because he was -- as 
Senator McKinney pointed out and Senator Chapin point 
out, he was a member of the task force that brought 
about this result tonight. 

And those of us who were on the task force heard about 
the work that you did all last summer and fall and 
under great contention in part. 

I also would like to mention that Senator Cassano has 
pointed out to me that 'some of his constituents have 
called who were --.who- who saw an earlier version of 
this bill. And under the earlier version, we want to 
be no public confusion on this. Under an earlier 
version, the 16 pet stores that sells dog and cats 
were to be grandfathered in a phase-out, in a phase­
out, of the sale of -- of puppies and kittens at our -
- in our pet stores. 

That was dropped in -- as part of a compromise and 
that has made the bill acceptable to so many people 
across the State of Connecticut, including, by the 



• 

• 

• 

hc/gbr 
SENATE 

304 001878 
April 30, 2014 

way, the Connecticut Business and Industry 
Association, which -- which specially, in testimony, 
endorsed this bill. 

So I wanted to avoid, as Senator Cassano did, any 
confusion on that subject. 

So that -- that is the bill and, Madam President, if 
there's no objection, could this go on our Consent 
Calendar? 

THE CHAIR: 

Seeing no objection, so ordered, sir. Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

On page 26, Calendar (inaudible) House Bill Number 
5081, AN ACT CONCERNING PHOSPHOROUS REDUCTION 
REIMBURSEMENTS TO MUNICIPALITIES, Favorable Report of 
the Committee on Environment. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Meyer. 

SENATOR MEYER: 

Thank you, Madam President. 

I move acceptance of the Joint Committee's Favorable 
Report and passage of the bill in concurrence with the 
House of Representatives. 

THE CHAIR: 

Motion is on acceptance and passage. Will you remark, 
sir? 

SENATOR MEYER: 

Yes. Briefly, colleagues, you know, when I think of 
this phosphorus bill, I think of our former colleague, 
Senator Andrew Roraback, who was such a fighter of -­
of the contamination that phosphorus is given. And 
this bill moves us in a good direction in that regard . 

l 
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On page five, Calendar 295, Senate Bill 445. 

On page nine, Calendar 342, House Bill 5098. 

And on page 10, Calendar 343, House Bill 5259. 

On page 13, Calendar 404, Senate Bill 456. 

Page 14, Cal·endar 408, Senate Bill 489. 

On page 16, Calendar 430, House Bill 5285. 

On page 18, Calendar 439, House Bill 5540. 

On page 26, Calendar 497, House Bill 5081. 

And on page 29, Cafendar 511, House Bill 5146. 

_Page 30, Calendar 53, Senate Bill 203, and Calendar 
95, Senate Bill 176. 

On page 31, Calendar 116, Senate Bill 430. 

Page 38, Calendar 280, Senate Bill 312. 

And on page 41, Calendar 395, Senate 104. 

THE CHAIR: 

I guess that's all it. Okay. 

Mr. Clerk, will you please open the machines and -­
I'll open the machines. You call for a roll call 
vote. 

THE CLERK: 

Immediate roll call is ordered in the Senate on 
today•s Consent Calendar. Immediate roll call ordered 
1.n the Senate. 

THE CHAIR: 

If all members have voted, if all members have voted, 
the machine will be closed . 

. ' 
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Mr. Clerk, will you call the tally . 

THE CLERK: 

On today's Consent Calendar. 
Total number voting 35 
Those· voting Yea 35 
Those voting Nay 0 
Absent and not voting 1 

THE CHAIR: 

312 001886 
April 30, 2014 

The Consent Calendar passes. Senator Looney. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Madam President. 

Madam President, before concluding today's session, 
would yield the floor to members who may wish to 
announce Committee meetings or for other points of 
personal privilege. 

THE CHAIR: 

Are there points of personal privilege? Senator 
Fasano. 

SENATOR FASANO: 

Thank you, Madam President. 

Madam President, while I enjoyed being at the circle 
today, I'd like to take this opportunity to wish my 
wife a very happy birthday today. 

THE CHAIR: 

Oh my goodness. 

SENATOR FASANO: 

I missed the birthday dinner, but it -- I can't think 
of another group to spend it with other than my wife. 
So happy birthday to my wife . 

THE CHAIR: 
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