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determine if your vote is properly cast. If all the 

members have voted, the machine will be locked and the 

Clerk will take a tally. 

Will the Clerk please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

House Bill 5359 as amended by House "A." 

Total Number Voting 141 

Necessary for Passage 71 

Those voting Yea 141 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent and not voting 10 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

,The bill as amended is passed .. 

Will the Clerk please call Calendar Number 376. 

THE CLERK: 

On Page 14, Calendar 376. Favorable Report of 

Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary, House Bill 

5310, AN ACT CONCERNING CONNECTICUT'S SEED LAW. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Good afternoon, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Good afternoon, sir. 
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REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Madam Speaker, I move for acceptable of the Joint 

Committee's Favorable Report and passage of the bill. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

The question before the Chamber is acceptance of 

the Joint Committee's Favorable Report and passage of 

the bill. 

Representative Albis, you have the floor, sir. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, this 

bill updates Connecticut's seed law, which was 

originally enacted in 1963, and in the past 50 years 

there have been significant changes to the 

terminology, technology, and science involved in 

seeds. 

In 2011, the Association of American Seed Control 

Officials enacted a recommended uniform state seed 

law, which has now been enacted in several states, and 

this bill would bring Connecticut up to those new 

standards. 

Madam Speaker, with your indulgence, the Clerk 

has an amendment LCO 5234, and I'd ask that the Clerk 

please call the amendment and that I be granted leave 

of the Chamber to summarize. 
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DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Will the Clerk please call LCO 5234, which would 

be designated House Amendment "A." 

THE CLERK: 

House "A" LCO 5234 as introduced by 

Representative Albis and Gentile. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

The Representatives seeks leave of the Chamber to 

summarize the amendment. Is there objection to 

summarization? Is there objection? 

Hearing none, Representative Albis, you have --

you may proceed with summarization, sir . 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, this 

amendment makes purely technical changes, and I move 

adoption. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

The question before the Chamber is adoption of 

House Amendment Schedule "A." Will you remark on the 

amendment? Will you remark on the amendment? 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. Actually, the 

amendment is fine as is. I'll reserve my questions 

for the bill itself once the amendment is through. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Thank you, sir. 

Will you remark further on the amendment? Will 

you remark further on the amendment before us? 

If not, let' me try your minds. All those in 

favor, please signify by saying Aye. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

Aye. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER M~LLER: 

All those opposed, Nay. 

The Ayes have it, and the amendment is adopted. 

Will you remark further on the bill as amended? 

Will you remark further on the bill as amended? 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I had a small 

technical difficulty up here, but through my MacGyver-

like abilities, I have managed it; and I'm ready to 

go. 

Through you, Madam Speaker. The gentleman 

referenced that the original seed law had passed I 
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think it was 1963 of some sort. Just for the basic 

information of the Chamber, for what purpose do we 

need to upda'te a seed law that's been in operation for 

the last 40, 45 years? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Through you. The need 

for this update is because technology has changed in 

terms of the machinery that farmers use to plant these 

seeds as well as terminology and advancements in 

science. 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. And I note that, 

again, high altitude stuff from the -- some of the 

Joint Favorable reports that we've decided now to 

include flower seeds in addition to agricultural seed. 

If the gentleman would, what's the important of adding 

flower seeds to the mix? 

Through you . 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 
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Representative Albis . 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Thank you, Madam Spea~er. Through you. The need 

to add flower seeds is due to the fact that the 

Department of Agriculture has received several 

·complaints over the years regarding flower seeds that 

do not produce any live plants. So that is why it's 

included. 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. And turning to the 

bill itself as amended, if we could go to Lines 55 

through 61, discussing the definition of hybrid. 

Through you, Madam Speaker. We've had a couple 

of bills before this Chamber both this year and last 

that have used varying terms with respect to seeds, 

and organisms, and food products, and whatnot. If the 

gentleman knows, and I know he's not a seed expert, 

but to the extent that he could fill us in a little 

bit, the definition of hybrid talks about two or more 

inbred lines. If the gentleman knows, what exactly is 

an inbred line with respect to seeds? 
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Through you . 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Through you. I think 

the good gentleman may be wondering if this is 

referring to seeds that may have been genetically 

changed, but that is not the case. These hybrid seeds 

are made through natural processes, not genetically 

altering the seeds. 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. But by virtue of 

having certain seed lines that have been inbred, it's 

true, is it not, that there is an application of 

certain scientific techniques that would make certain 

seed lines compatible with other seed lines that 

otherwise would not happen in nature? 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis . 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. My understanding is 

that the gentleman is correct. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shaban. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. In Line 58, we include 

in the definition of hybrid two varieties of species, 

"except open pollinated varieties of corn (Zea mays)." 

For as much curiosity as anything else, why do we 

exclude open pollinated varieties of corn? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I apologize to the 

good gentleman, but I do not know the answer. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shaban. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Well, the gentleman and I perhaps after this 

discussion is over will go out and figure that one out 

ourselves just for informational purposes. 

Similar question with Lines 60 and 61, and this 

actually goes back to the first question I asked with 
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respect to this definition. Hybrid does not include a 

second generation of subsequent generations from some 

such crosses. 

We had a short public hearing on this, and I 

don't remember this being debated. But there was some 

discussion with the Farm Bureau and the Department of 

Ag and whatnot. Similar question, why -- or what does 

that mean for the average -- for the average reader? 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS ,(99th) : 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I would imagine that 

if the seed is a second generation, that would mean it 

was not inbred. It was born of the first generation 

of that seed. So, therefore, it would not be a 

hybrid. 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Moving on further down 

the bill, looking at Lines 89 through 91, I note that 

the amendment that we just passed has inserted some 



• 

• 

• 

-~----------------------------------

r 

005421 
jt/gbr . 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

73 
May 5, 2014 

language after this definition. Right now, in the 

original bill, prohibited noxious weeds -- I'm sorry-

- prohibited noxious weed seed means, as it reads, . 
"but we've added language now and that is highly .. 

destructive and difficult to control by good cultural 

practices and the use of herbicides." 

Through you, Madam Speaker. Is that is that 

language that came in through the Model Seed Act, or 

is th9t something we developed on our own? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis . 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. That was language 

developed on our own. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHAB~ (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Anq the reference to 

good cultural practices and the use of herbicides, is 

there any more of a granular definition to that, i.e., 

what type of herbicides we're talking about, or is it 

just a general use of the term? 

Through you. 
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understanding that it's just a general use of the 

term. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. So if this law passes 

as amended a prohibited noxious weed seed would have 

to be labeled as such or potentially even precluded as 

such if it could not be treated through the normal use 

of currently used herbicides? Is that that a proper 

reading? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Yes. That is my 

understanding. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. And as the gentleman 

knows -- through you, Madam Speaker. The gentleman 

knows there's always a variety of herbicide, 

pesticide, fungicide bills moving through this Chamber 

as the years go through. 

If there is a change to what can and cannot be 

used with respect' to herbicides, will we have to go 

back and revisit this, this act, or this law and this 

definition? 

Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis . 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. We may, but that is 

probably unlikely. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. And I -- I think 

that's right. I just -- I felt it important to get 

that out. 

Moving further down in the bill, I'm looking at 

Lines 128 through 129. It's a definition of treated, 

and that definition is relevant because the operative 
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section of this in Section 2, basically a labeling 

requirement which starts at Lines 166, it speaks to 

what folks have to do for -- and this is Line 173 I'm 

reading from for all agricultural, vegetable, and 

flower seeds that are treated. 

So we go back to the definition in Lines 120 and 

129 reads, "Treated means any seed that received an 

application of a substance or that was subjected to a 

process for which a claim is made." That last 

language kind of jumped out at me because I'm not sure 

what that means. 

Through you, Madam Speaker. What does "subjected 

to a process for wh.i:ch a claim is made" -- what -- do 

we know what that means? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. I do not know the 

answer to that at the moment. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

.· ,-
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. And I appreciate the 

gentleman's frankness because I don't think we saw 

this when it went through higher environment or 

judiciary. I'm concerned that perhaps this does 

it's possible that it references some type of claim as 

against the statute, but I don't think we've captured 

it in other parts of the bill. 

So if this bill does become law, that's something 

we may have to revisit to clean up because if the 

definition of treated is uncertain, well, then the 

underpinning of the labeling requirement and some of 

the penalty requirements in the statute may fall with 

it. So that's something we ought to highlight, and I 

think the Commissioner is probably here. He ought to 

stick that on his list. 

But moving further down in the bill, and, again, 

to Section 2, which is the operative -- well, the main 

operative section I think that this bill really seeks 

to go to. It talks about labeling, conspicuous, 

plainly written labeling. 

And through you, Madam Speaker. Under current 

law, is there a labeling protocol or requirement for 

seeds? 

Through you. 
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DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. My understanding is 

that there is, and this bill simply updates that law. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Actually I meant -- I 

jumped ahead of myself a little bit. Same page, Line 

165, seed control officer, and throughout the statute, 

through this bill there's reference to what a seed 

control officer is supposed to do, or can. do, and 

whatnot. And I believe we just amended this 

definition to and/or designee. So a seed control 

officer means the Commissioner on Agriculture or his 

or her designee. 

Now through you, Madam Speaker. Do we have -- do 

we have s'eed control officers now? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 
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Through you, Madam Speaker. Yes, we do. We have 

one s~ed control officer. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shaban. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. So is it anticipated 

that if this law passes, we may be hiring more seed 

control officers? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. No. That is not 

anticipated. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shaban. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. And I thank the 

gentleman. I think that's also important for the 

Chamber to know that what we're doing is -- at least 

we're trying to do is update the law, update the 

labeling requirements but not anticipated to hiring 

folks to actually make this happen because it appears 

anyway that we probably have that staff in place. 

' I 
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•• Through you, Madam Speaker. If the gentleman 

knows, is there any special training or coursework 

that a seed control officer has to take? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. Yes; There is 

training. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

• Thank you, Madam Speaker. I note that in some of 

the amendment, some of the language that was amended 

by the amendment that we reference, I think it's the 

Association of Seed Control Officers or something 

along those lines. 

Through you, Madam Speaker. Is that where the 

seed control officer gets their training? 

Through you? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

• Through you, Madam Speaker. No. It is not. 
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DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Do we know where they 

get their training? I mean, do they have a -- I don't 

know-- a horticultural degree, or what's the 

requirement? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. The officer gets 

their training through the Department of Agriculture. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I guess that probably 

makes sense, but I think it's important to note that, 

A, the one seed control officer we have is trained, 

and, B, that person apparently is going to be staying 

on. 

Again, back to Section 2, the labeling 

requirement. If this bill becomes law, we are 

requiring people who sell, or sell, or offer for sale, 
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or transport within the state some kind of statement 

saying that the seed was treated using some commonly 

accepted words for the chemical compounds. But in 

Section C, Lines 178 through 182, says, "If the 

substance ia the amount present with the seed is 

harmful to human or other vertebrate animals, a 

caution statement as follows." 
) 

Thr~ugh you, Madam Speaker. Who determines 
.. 

whether that substance, A, what the amount is and, B, 

whether or not it has been harmful to human or other 

vertebrate animals? 

Through you . 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. It's my 

understanding that the Department of Agriculture does 

that. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Is it the ,gentleman's 

understanding that's done through regulation, or is it 

.. 
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just done by administrative -- fiat is the wrong word, 

but administrative action? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

My understanding -- through you, Madam Speaker 

is that it is done through administrative purposes. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Similar question, 

again, as much curiosity as fleshing out the point of 

the bill. Why only vertebrate animals? 

Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. Unfortunately, I do 

not know the answer to that. I wish I knew more about 

the science behind this, but I apologize to the poor 

gentleman that I don't. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 
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REP. SHABAN (!35th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. No apology necessary. 

We'll add that to our things to look at after we're 

done with this bill list. So we're up to two now. 

But a thought occurred to me while I was reading 

this section and the labeling section, and it occurred 

to me that I guess it was a year, maybe two years ago, 

we passed a medical marijuana bill in this Chamber 

where folks ire going to be offering for sale, I 

think, potentially anyway, seeds that -- for the 

cannabis plant. 

Now through you, Madam Speaker. Has there been 

any consideration of whether this new seed law is 

going to add additional labeling requirements to what 

authorized growers may and may not do with respect to 

the medical marijuana law? 

Through you, Matlam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Through you. My 

understanding is the Department of Consumer Protection 

would handle any regulations related to marijuana 

seeds. This is specifically for agricultural seeds. 
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Through you . 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. And, you know, the 

reason I ask is there's an obviously difference of 

opinion of what can be considered harmful to a human 

or other vertebrate animals. So, you know, with that, 

if, in fact, either the Commissioner of Consumer 

Protection and/or authorized growers are growing and 

offering for sale marijuana products that contain, 

potentially contain seeds, whether or not it's going 

to have to be labeled, pursuant to Section C of 

Section 2, Lines 178 through 182. 

Through you, Madam Speaker. Does the gentleman 

have any input or insight as to that query? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. It's my 

understanding that would not apply for those types of 

seeds. 

Through you. 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. Well, I'll leave that 

up to the Commissioners to figure out whether or not 

there may be some crossover. I suspect that may also 

be the subject of some future discussion, depen~ing on 

how these bills move forward. 

Moving further on into the bill, if I may --

well, actually, I had a question about Lines 337 

through 341, but I believe the gentleman has already 

responded or answered that . 

So continuing on, if I may, looking down towards 

Section 7, which is Line 646. 

And through you, Madam Speaker. To the 

gentleman's knowledge, has any stop sale order ever 

been issued under the old seed law? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. I do not know, but I 

would imagine the answer is yes . 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

' 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. So, again, just to 

sort of connect the dots between the old law and the 

new law, it appears that we're well, I guess my 

question was, is this new law, or is this something 

that already existed, if the gentleman knows? 

Through you, ~adam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representa~ive Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. This process already 

does exist. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. And will this be 

administered through the Department of Agriculture or 

through the Department of Consumer Protection? And I 

ask that question for the'previous discussion we were 

having about labeling requirements, what's good for 

people, what's not good for people, where the stuff 

comes from, that kind of thing . 

I -
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Through you, Madam Speaker. Who is going to 

administer the labeling requirements and the stop sale 

orders that we're talking about in Section 7? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Through you. It would 

be the Department of Agriculture. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. And I guess that makes 

sense. There may be some crossover there, but I 

suspect the Commissioners may or may not be able to 

iron out any wrinkles. 

Moving a little further down, Section 8, talks 

about a lot of seeds does not comply with requirements 

Sections 2 through 5. It speaks about a condemnation 

of such seeds. Now that word kind of jumped out at 

me. I don't remember seeing it the first time around. 

I'm sure it's in there. It was in there. I just 

didn't see it. And on the same line it says, "The 

seed shall be denatured." 
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Now, through you, Madam Speaker. Do we know what 

the process is or will be with respect to condemnation 

of particular seeds, and, specifically, are we talking 

about we're going to -- the state is going to write a 

check to buy the seeds back? 

Through you? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. That is not the 

case. I suggest to the gentleman that we may add this 

one to our list as well . 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Well, thank you, Madam Speaker. My afternoon is 

brightening up. We have someth~ng I guess -- I 

suspect that the government or the government agency 

can condemn something with respect to public health 

just as you can condemn something with respect to 

public use . 

, I 
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So moving on in the same Line 661, do we know 

"seeds shall be deemed natured." Do we know what that 

means? 

Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. I do not know what 

that means, but I imagine it is determined by the 

Department of Agriculture. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan . 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

And thank you, Madam Speaker. The final question 

is with respect to this bill, Section 9, so the next 

page, Lines 670 through 673. 

We note that it adds, "Any person who violates 

the provision of Sections 2 through 5 inclusive, shall 

be guilty of a Class D misdemeanor and fined $100 for 

the first offense, $250 for any subsequent." 

Through you, Madam Speaker. Under the current 

seed law -- well, let me back up a second. So what we 

have here is a mechanism where the Commissioner has 

civil remedies. They could prohibit you from selling. 
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They could require you to stop selling or stop moving 

the different products. They could seize the 

products. They can get an injunction. That's in 

Section 7 and 8. Now in Section 9, the same actor can 

also get hit with a criminal sanction. 

And through you, Madam Speaker. Does the current 

seed law contain that double whammy? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. It's my 

understanding that, that is not in current law, and 

this bill would add that to our law. 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. To the gentleman's 

recollection, and I don't remember a lot of testimony 

on this at the public hearing; but maybe there was 

some discussion behind the scenes. Was there an 

expression by the Commissioner that they needed more 
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teeth in the seed law based on violations, or was this 

just sort of a throw in? 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative folbis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. My understanding is 

that, yes, the department did need some more teeth in 

the law so that they could enforce these provisions a 

little more succinctly. 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Well, I thank the 

gentleman for his responses. I mean, this is -- it's 

a pretty straightforward bill. It's a little dense in 

some of the -- some of the science and some of the 

conforming language, but I think as the gentleman said 

when he broug~t the bill out, the design here is to 

have Connecticut come into conformity with other seed 

laws around the United States. 

I think it's important to note that the Farm 

Bureau was in favor of this bill for those exact 
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reasons. One of the things I think Connecticut has 

been and should return to be is a strong agricultural 

state, and as we've all come to learn, that a seed is 

not just a seed any longer. There's a lot of 

there's a lot of complexities. There's a lot of laws 

attached to them, and I think this bill is a proper 

move to kind of get us into conformity with our 

surrounding states and to give the Commissioner the 

ability to protect the public. 

So I'm going to vote -- I urge my colleagues to 

support the bill, but I'll continue to listen to the 

discussion. I thank the Chamber for its time . 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Thank you, sir. 

Will you remark further? Will you remark further 

on the bill as amended? 

Representative Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Good afternoon, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Good afternoon, sir. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

If I may, a question or two to the proponent . 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 
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Representative Albis, will you please prepare 

yourself to respond, sir. 

Representative Alberts, you may frame your 

question, sir. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. In looking at Section 

9 that the ranking member of the Environment Committee 

just referenced, Line 670 through 673, there's 

reference 'to a $200 for each subsequent offense 

mandatory penalty. Am I reading that correctly that 

there would be no variation on that? 

Through you, Madam Speaker . 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. That is correct. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. And then looking at 

Section 2, which goes into detail and is one of the 

applicable sections for application of that penalty, 

it makes reference to each container of agricultural 

vegetable or flower seeds that sold, offered for sale. 
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How does this penalty get imposed if we're 

talking about a lot of 1,000 packages of seeds, which 

might be, you know, what we may be dealing with in 

quantity. Is that considered one violation of the 

provisi~n, or would that be 1,000 violations of the 

provision? 

Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representat~ve Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker. My understanding is 

that, that would count as just one violation. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Alberts. 

REP . ALBERTS ( 5''o th) : 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. So for the purpose of 

legislative intent as we're going forward and someone 

is looking to interpret this, we should look at the 

quantity in terms of some violation of the packaging 

here as one incident of violation, not as individual 

transgressions that are to be applied for each. 

Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Albis. 

- I 
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REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I move we pass 

this bill temporarily. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Without objection, so ordered. 

May the Chamber stand at ease. 

(Chamber at ease.) 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

The House will come to order. 

Will the Clerk please call Calendar Number 481 . 

THE CLERK: 

Madam Speaker, on Page 25, Calendar Number 481, 

Favorable Report of the Joint Standing Committee on 

Finance, Revenue and Bonding Substitute Senate Bill 

~Number 2, AN ACT CONCERNING ELECTRIC CUSTOMER CONSUMER 

PROTECTION AND CLARIFYING THE PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION 

FOR CERTAIN SOLAR THERMAL OR GEOTHERMAL RENEWABLE 

ENERGY SOURCES. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER MILLER: 

Representative Reed. 

REP. REED (102nd): 
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Thank you. The journal will note that you would 

have voted in the affirmative on the previous bill. 

Thank you, sir. 

Representative Aresimowicz. 

REP. ARESIMOWICZ (30th): 

Mr. Speaker, I move for immediate transmittal to 

House bills that were acted upon today awaiting 

further action in the Senate. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Motion is to immediately transmit bills that have 

been enacted here that require further action in the 

Senate. Is there objection? Seeing none, so ordered . 

Will the Clerk please call Calendar 376. 

THE CLERK: 

On page 14, House Calendar 376, Favorable Report 

of the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary. House 

Bill 5310, AN ACT CONCERNING CONNECTICUT'S SEED LAW. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Albis. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Good evening, Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Good evening, sir . 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 
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Mr. Speaker, I move for acceptance of the Joint 

Committee's Favorable Report and passage of the bill. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The question is the acceptance of the Joint 

Committee's Favorable Report and passage of the bill. 

Before you remark, sir, I would just remind the 

Chamber that this is a bill that was previously passed 

temporarily. Prior to that, we had adopted House 

Amendment "A" . 

So the bill that we will be -- that is being 

brought up by Representative Albis is a bill as 

amended by House "A". Will you remark, sir? 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As you so note, folks 

in the Chamber may know this bill from 12 hours ago 

when we debated it on the floor of this Chamber. It 

updates Connecticut's seed law, which has not been 

updated since 1963, and puts it in line with new 

standards developed by the Association of American 

Seed Control Officials. 

Mr. Speaker, I move passage. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank you, sir. Would you care to remark further 

on the bill as amended? 
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Representative Shahan. 

REP. SHABAN (135th): 

Thank you -- thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to 

support the bill similar to the reasons that we spoke 

about 10, 12 hours ago. There were a couple of 

wrinkles in here I think we still need to iron out, 

but overall, I think it puts our law in conformity 

with surrounding states. It's supported by our Farm 

Bureau. I think overall it's a positive step forward 

and I urge support. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Thank you, sir. Would you care to remark? Would 

you care to remark further on the bill as amended? 

Representative Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. One question to the 

proponent of the bill as amended. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Please proceed, sir. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think this is where we 

left off before in our discussion. And we were 

looking at the example of the multiple or higher 
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penalty for multiple infractions and I just wanted to 

double check with the proponent on that. 

I believe the example that I gave was that if 

there were someone who had distributed perhaps 10,000 

package of seeds, $100 is the first violation that is 

cited in the legislation for the first violation; $200 

for each and every subsequent violation. 

For legislative intent, I believe -- I was 

looking to confirm that this would be considered one 

violation. Is that not correct? Through you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Alberts -- Albis, sorry. 

REP. ALBIS (99th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I know it -- it's 

confusing; we have very similar names. But 

Representative Alberts is correct. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Hello, Mr. Speaker, again. Thank you very much. 

This is a good bill. It deserves the pass. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 
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Thank you, sir. Would you care to remark? Would 

you care to remark further on the bill as amended? 

If not, staff and guests to the Well of the 

House, members take your seats. The machine will be 

opened. 

THE CLERK: 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll. 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll. 

Members, please return to the Chamber immediately. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Have all the members voted? Have all the members 

voted? 

Will the members please check the board to make 

sure your vote is properly cast. 

If all the members have voted, the machine will 

be locked and the Clerk will take a tally. 

The Clerk please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

House Bill 5310, as amended by House "A". 

Total number voting 141 

Necessary for passage 71 

Those voting Yea 141 

Those voting Nay 0 

Absent and not voting 10 
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SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The bill as amended passes. 

Will the Clerk please call Calendar 375. 

THE CLERK: 

On page 39, House Calendar 375, Favorable Report 

of the Joint Standing Committee on Insurance and Real 

Estate, substitute House Bill 5220, AN ACT CONCERNING 

A PROPERTY OWNER'S LIABILITY FOR THE EXPRESS 

EXPENSES OF REMOVING A FALLEN TREE OR LIMB. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

Representative Fox. 

REP. FOX (146th): 

Through you, Mr. Speaker. I move for the 

acceptance of the Joint Committee's Favorable Report 

and passage of the bill. 

SPEAKER SHARKEY: 

The question is on acceptance of the Joint 

Committee's Favorable Report and passage of the bill. 

Will you remark, sir? 

REP. FOX (146th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This bill addresses the 

situations where a landowner notices that a neighbor's 

trees are either diseased or somehow likely to fall . 

Ad when they give written notice to that -- that 
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580, House Bill 5310, move to place on the Consent 
Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

So ordered, sir. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Second, Calendar 584, House Bill 5334, move to place 
on the Consent Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

So ordered, sir. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

And Calendar 585, House Bill 5586 move to place on the 
Consent caiendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

So ordered, sir. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

And the fourth item on Calendar Page 28, Calendar 583, 
House Bill 5289, move to place on the Consent 
Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

So ordered, sir. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Madam President. Moving to Calendar Page 
29 where there are three items. The first, Calendar 
589, House Bill 5550, move to place on the Consent 
Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

So ordered, sir . 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

003462 
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On Page 27, Calendar 574, House Bill 5564. 

House Bill 578, House Bill 5220. 

On Page 28, Calendar 580, House Bill 5310. 

Calendar 584, House Bill 5334. 

Calendar 585, House Bill 5586. 

Calendar 583, House Bill 5289. 

On Page 29, Calendar 586, House Bill 5402. 

Calendar 589, House Bill 5550. 

Calendar 590, House Bill 5262. 

Calendar 587, House Bill 5377. 

On Page 30, Calendar 593, House Bill 5526. 

Calendar 592, House Bill 5476 . 

On Page 33, Calendar 215, Senate Bill 243. 

On Page 39, Calendar 387, Senate Bill 432. 
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On Page 40, Calendar 475, House Joint Resolution 
Nwnber 20. 

Calendar 476, House Joint Resolution Nwnber 26. 

Calendar 532, House Joint Resolution Nwnber 42. 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr. Clerk, can you please check on Consent Calendar 
House BiTl-5"5"93. I aon It see rf you called that, on 
tlie top. 

THE CLERK: 

That's on the previously adopted Senate Agenda House 
B1ll 5593 . 

THE CHAIR: 

003476 
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If we might pause for just a moment to verify a couple 
of additional items. 

Madam President, to verify an additional item, I 
believe it was placed on the Consent Calendar and 
Calendar Page 30, on Calendar Page 30, Calendar 592, 
Substitute for House Bill 5476. 

THE CHAIR: 

It is, sir. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

It is on? Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Madam 
President. If the Clerk would now, finally, Agenda 
Number 4, Madam President, Agenda Number 4 one 
additional item ask for suspension to place up on 
Agenda Number 4 and that is, ask for suspension to 
place on the Consent Calendar an item from Agenda 
NUiiilier (I. 

THE CHAIR: 

Seeing no objection, so ordered, sir. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Madam President, and that item is 
Substitute House Bill Number 5566 from Senate Agenda 
Numoer . 

Thank you, Madam President. If the Clerk would now, if 
we might call for a vote on the Consent Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr. Clerk. Will you please call for a Roll Call Vote 
on the Consent Calendar. The machine will be opened. 

THE CLERK: 

An immediate Roll Call has been ordered in the Senate . 

003480 
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An immediate Roll Call on Consent Calendar Number 2 
has been ordered in the Senate. 

THE CHAIR: 

If all members have voted, all members have voted, the 
machine will be closed. Mr. Clerk will you please 
call the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Consent Calendar Number 2. 

Total number voting 36 
Necessary for adoption 19 
Those voting Yea 36 
Those voting Nay 0 
Those absent and not voting 0 

THE CHAIR: 

The Consent Calendar passes. Senator Looney . 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Madam President. Two additional items to 
take up before the, our final vote on the implementer. 
If we might stand for just, for just a moment. 

The first item to mark Go is, Calendar, to remove from 
the Consent Calendar, Calendar Page 22, Calendar 536, 
House Bill 5546. If that item might be marked Go. 

And one additional item, Madam President, and that was 
from Calendar, or rather from Agenda Number 4, ask for 
suspension to take it up for purposes of marking it 
Go, that is House Bill, Substitute for House Bill 
5417. Thank you, Madam President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Seeing no objection, so ordered, sir. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

003481 
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With so much unknown, even about the contents 
of the chemicals being utilized in the process, 
establishing a moratorium on this waste is 
entirely appropriate. 

Advancing on this and the related concepts 
before you today, will demonstrate 
Connecticut's leadership in the fracking policy 
and lay the groundwork for a future 
comprehensive strategy in collaborating with 
neighboring states or at the federal level. 

This is an approach that has worked 
productively with greenhouse gases, via the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, and I hope 
that we can continue to work with the like
minded states to continue toward the goal of a 
sustainable energy economy. 

Please support 237 for passage in this Session. 
Thank you. 

REP. GENTILE: Thank you, sir. Okay? 

MATT WAGGNER: Thank you. 

REP. GENTILE: Hugh Hughes, followed by Henry 
Talmage. Okay. Henry. 

HENRY TALMAGE: Good afternoon, Representative 
Gentile, members of the Committee. My name is 

REP. GENTILE: It's still afternoon, Henry, so 
you're okay. 

HENRY TALMAGE: Yeah. Just checking the date. I'm 
Henry Talmage, Executive Director of the 
Connecticut Farm Bureau. I've come before you 
today to testify mainly on House Bill 5044 AN 
ACT CONCERNING DOMESTICATED HORSES and also if 
I run out of time, also proposing Senate Bill 
239 AN ACT CONCERNING USE OF PROPANE NOISE 

• 
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MAKERS, and an in favor of House Bill 5310 AN 
ACT CONCERNING CONNECTICUT'S SEED LAW. 

But what I want to use most of my time on is 
the bill AN ACT CONCERNING DOMESTICATED HORSES. 
This has been an issue, and as I think some of 
you know through a civil suit that is being 
decided by the Supreme Court, where a lower 
court ruled that horses were inherently vicious 
animals. 

.... 

We were, Connecticut Farm Bureau along with the 
Conn~cticut Horse Council, submitted_some 
testimony, an amicus brief, to which really 
would, the impact of that ruling would have 
devastating effects on the equine industry. 

There are some 53,000 horses in Connecticut 
with a density of the third highest density per 
land mass in the country, and more horses in 
Connecticut than any other New England state, 
significant economic value, and an important 
part of agriculture, using 1-1q definition of 
agriculture, livestock including horses are 
part of agriculture and an important part at 
that. 

If horses are in fact, defined as v1c1ous, a 
species of vicious animals, there's a standard 
of care that would be required to keep horses 
away from the public, would be, would just 
deva~tate the industry and be essentially 
impossible to implement without extremely high 
capital costs. 

Not to mention the whole insurance profile 
being able to get insurance on the liability 
p~rt of it would be very, very difficult. We 
think that this would be a trigger to not only 
individuals who own ~orses, but also the 
hundreds of horse businesses an opportunity to 
pick up and move out of state to a more 
friendly, and this bill really addresses that 

000409 
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Submitted by: Henry N. Talmage, Executive Director, Connecticut Farm Bureau Association 

The following testimony is submitted on bellalf of the Connecticut Farm Bureau, a statewide nonprofit 
membership organization of over 5,000 families dedicated to farming and the future of Connecticut 
agriculture. 

Senator Meyer, Representative Gentile and Members of the Environment Committee: 

HB 05044. AN ACT CONCERNING DOMESTICATED HORSES; The Connecticut Farm Bureau 
supports HB 05044 and we commend the Governor and supporters of this bill for their leadership on this 
issue. The equine industry is included in the definition of agriculture as defined under Section 1-lq ofthe 
Connecticut General Statues. There are over 50,000 horses in Connecticut and we have the 3rd highest 
density of horses in the nation and the highest number of horses of any New England state. To put this in 
perspective, we have more than double number of horses than milking cows in Connecticut. The Connecticut 
Farm Bureau along with the Connecticut Horse Council submitted an amicus brief to the CT Supreme Court 
last year as it heard arguments relating to a civil suit where a lower court ruled that horses are as a species, 
inherently vicious animals. If the Supreme Court upholds the lower court ruling it will have devastating 
effects on the horse industry in Connecticut. Liability insurance would likely be prohibitively expensive if 
available at all. In addition the standard of care required to keep the public away from horses would require 
massive capital investment for secure, double-fenced paddocks and pens that would be necessary. We fear 
that horse farmers·and horse owners will leave Connecticut in droves to relocate their operations to-other 
states. We wholeheartedly support the passing of.HB 05044 which will establish the presumption that 
domesticated horses are not inherently dangerous and do not possess a vicious propensity. This will make it 
possible for Connecticut to continue our long-standing tradition of being leaders in the New England equine 
industry. 

SB 00239. AN ACT CONCERNING THE USE OF PROPANE NOISE MAKERS TO REPEL 
WILDLIF'E; The Connecticut Farm Bureau opposes SB00239 as we believe it is unnecessary. There is 
currently a comprehensive permit program administered by the Department of Agriculture that has specific 
requirements for hours of operation, decibel levels and assessment of demonstrated need by farmers. 
Additionally, the permit process gives the Commissioner of Agriculture processes to deal with local 
complaints and allows the Commissioner of Agriculture to rescind operating permits in connection with non
compliance and complaints from local municipalities. 

HB 05310. AN ACT CONCERNING CONNECTICUT'S SEED LAW; The Connecticut Farm Bureau 
supports HB0531 0 as it brings the Connecticut seed law up to date by adopting the Association of American 
Seed Officials Uniform State Seed Law. This is important as it will give the Department of Agriculture a 
seed law that is consistent with other states and representative of current industry needs and practices. 

Connecticut Farm Bureau Association- The Voice of Connecticut Agriculture 
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