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lf/gdm/gbr COMMERCE COMMITTEE 

February 5, 2013 
10:00 A.M. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Okay, great . 

Good morning. I'm Catherine Smith. I'm the 
Commissioner of Economic and Community 
Development. It's great to be with you again. 

Today I am here to support SB 801, AN ACT 
MAKING MANUFACTURING ASSISTANCE ACT FUNDS 
AVAILABLE FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS EXPRESS 
PROGRAM. 

As we discussed last week, the Small Business 
Express Program has become, I think, a flagship 
for our economic development activities in the 
state. Even since we met last week -- I 
thought I'd give you the up-to-date numbers -
we've seen a dramatic increase in the number of 
companies who are applying. So we were, I 
think, at about 1600 last week. We're now at 
1674, and the number of businesses receiving 
assistance has grown to 575 in total now, 
creating or retaining 7380 jobs. So that's gone 
up about 380 since the last time we talked as 
well . 

So the program continues to be extremely 
well-received by the small business community, 
and I think it's doing exactly what we intended 
it to do, or I should say all of you intended 
to do when -- when you put it in place back in 
November of 2011. It is stimulating the 
economy. It's helping businesses grow and 
expand, and it's helping our economy get back 
on its feet. 

So our interest is to get access to the funds 
that were set aside in the Manufacturing 
Act -- Assistance Act back in 2011 for small 
business. And due to some technical 
differences between the programs that we 
provide through the Manufacturing Assistance 
Act, MAA, and the Small Business Express, we 
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are not able to take the funds from MAA and 
and give them to small businesses, despite the 
fact that it was, I think, the intention 
initially. 

So what we would like to do is make a technical 
change that would allow those funds to be 
available for the Small Business Express so we 
can continue to use that program and -- and 
not -- not -- not do a separate program through 
MAA. 

And given where we are, that we've gotten 
funded now about $75 million out of the 100 
million that was allocates -- allocated 
specifically to Small Business Express, and 
given that the pipeline has another 33 million 
in it, we're very anxious to get access to 
these funds as quickly as possible so that we 
do not have to slow down the funding process 
and make companies wait for a future 
opportunity. 

And I will say that we are -- we are very 
grateful to this committee for taking such 
quick action on putting a hearing together, 
getting a bill in place and moving forward as 
quickly as possible so that we can, in fact, 
get those funds allocated through the bond 
commission, et cetera. So that's really the 
purpose of the conversation. 

One final thing I wanted to mention is that I 
was notified that the Governor has submitted 
testimony as well, in favor of this bill, and I 
just wanted to make the committee members 
aware of that. 

So that's it, Mr. Chairman. 
any questions, I'd be happy 

Please, if there's 
to answer them. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: Thank you, Commissioner. A -- a 
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couple of questions, and we -- and we have the 
letter from the Governor 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Great. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: -- although I had a hard time 
finding it. So we -- we do have that, and 
thank you for your testimony. 

So as I am looking at this, this is -- this -
and I'm just reviewing it, this conversation up 
here, which -- that I want to ensure that I 
understood exactly what we were doing. So, 
essentially, there's -- there is a $40 million 
piece, and there is a $20 million piece. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Yes. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: So -- so a total of $60 million 
which is made available to Small Business 
Express. 

What do you -- what is your -- given the pace, 
let me ask one -- let's look at the deficit 
side first. What will this leave in the MAA 
account, in terms of cash balance --

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: This will leave 

SENATOR LEBEAU: or not of cash balance but an 
ability to use those dollars? 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: There -- there will 
remain about $100 million in the MAA account 
that has not been allocated -- authorized, but 
not allocated at this point. And in the 
Governor's proposals that you will see 
tomorrow~ we will be asking for replenishment 
of the MAA account, a replenishment of the 
Small Business Express account, actually an 
extension of the Small Business Express 
Package, and so those two things . 
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It's -- the $60 million that we're seeking 
today is really to just make sure we can get 
through the end of this year and into next 
year until those funds are hopefully 
appropriated. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: My second question you started to 
answer in the last thing you said. So how -
how long do you think the 60 million, given 
the -- the pace and the rate -- and I would 
think at some point those companies who need 
help have -- I think it has to drop off, don't 
you, in terms of the pace, at some point in the 
near future, given the fact that there was a 
buildup from nothing to a really hectic pace? 
And although it continues, at -- at some point, 
it's going to drop off, and so I'm sure -- an 
estimate from you, which I can't do -- an 
estimate from you in terms of how long these 
dollars may last. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Well, first, let me 
start with how long do we think the 60 million 
will last in terms of our funding. I would 
expect that, at the pace that we're seeing 
these -- these loans being generated right now, 
the loans and grants, that that -- that 
funding would last us through the end of this 
fiscal year, so through June, and probably 
into another couple of months past that. 

Now, what -- what do I think about the 
longer-term prospects for applications for 
Small Business Express, so not just right now 
but into the next year or two? 

We continue to see a fairly strong level of 
interest in the program. So we're getting 
probably 10 applications a week, at this point, 
and that's been pretty steady, almost since the 
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program began. And so we're not seeing a 
decline at the moment. 

And the reason that I've asked the Governor, 
a~d we will be asking together this -- the 
General Assembly, to extend the program for two 
years is because we want to be sure that we're 
able to help those businesses that are still 
in need and haven't heard about this program 
yet and help them get access to capital. 

So I think we're going to need the program for 
at least a year, a year and a half, and that is 
why we've asked for the extension of the 
program. So it's a bit hard to judge because, 
you know, the banks are slowly but surely, I 
think, being more aggressive in their own 
lending. And our goal here is to not do the 
job of a bank, but rather to be there where 
banks are not right now. 

As the banks come back into the market more, we 
may see the need for this program fall off a 
bit, but I think we want to be in a position to 
fund those companies that do need the help in 
the meantime. 

One final note, and that is, despite our 
efforts to get out into the marketplace and 
talk about the program aggressively everywhere, 
I can't tell you how many times I -- I talked 
to people who said, wow, I had no idea the 
state was doing that. So I think there is 
still a lot of opportunity to spread the word 
more, and we want to be able to do that as well 
going into next year. 

So that's why we will be back, through the 
appropriate measures, during the course of this 
session to try to extend the Small Business 
Express Program for another couple of years. 
But this really is to get us through the end of 
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this fiscal year . 

SENATOR LEBEAU: Thank you. 

Do (inaudible) first? 

REP. PERONE: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Thank you, Commissioner. 

The -- so you're saying -- my -- my concern is 
actually similar to Senator LeBeau's in that 
the -- essentially, the more advertising is 
sort of done, whether it is word of mouth 
or -- it's actually going to -- you're going to 
see -- see applications go from 10 per week. 
I think you are really going to see those. So 
the question is, you know, can we -- can we 
absorb that? 

But do you have a sense of -- because we're 
talking about banks getting back into the 
market, do you have a sense of what sort of 
rate banks are beginning to, you know, make 
their -- really to make capital available for 
companies, because I am just trying to get a 
better sense of when that, you know, when 
that -- when that equilibrium is likely to 
happen? 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Well, at the moment, 
in front of me right now, I only have 
anecdotal evidence. We can try to get you that 
information about the pace of the small 
business loans activity. I think SBA does 
tap -- tap into and -- and track that. 

The anecdotal evidence has been that, in the 
last few months, banks are stepping up more to 
help out. But what's been interesting to me 
is, when you talk to the recipients of the 
Small Business Express, what they are saying 
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is so long as the state dollars are in, the 
bank may be willing to match them or come in 
next to us. 

So that's the beginning, I think, of a 
recovery. But it would speak to the fact that 
it would be helpful to continue to -- to 
subsidize what they're doing and to , you know, 
again continue to be in this marketplace. 

You know, the good news of that is, I think 
and we're doing this ourselves anyway -- is to 
try to stretch our dollars as much as we can. 
But being able to put the first nickel in is, 
obviously, giving more comfort to the banks 
that there's -- there's support for these 
companies. 

REP. PERONE: Thank you very much. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: You're welcome. 

REP. PERONE: Is there anybody else? 

SENATOR LEBEAU: Representative Lavielle. And then 

REP. LAVIELLE: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
Good morning. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Good morning. 

REP. LAVIELLE: I just have a question for 
clarification purposes 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Sure. 

REP. LAVIELLE: -- so that we all understand this. 
We'll probably get asked questions about it. 

Could you just -- would you mind setting out 
for us the difference between the eligibility 
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criteria for businesses under MAA and 
businesses under Small Business Express. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Sure. The Small 
Business Express Program is designed to help 
any business or entity, if you will, that has a 
100 or fewer employees. So -- so eligible to 
apply for a Small Business Express grant or 
loan would be an LLC, an S-corporation, a 
not-for-profit, a for-profit, a regular 
c-corporation. 

So unlike many of the other programs we have at 
DECD, this program was designed specifically to 
be a bit more inclusive, recognizing that 
small businesses do come in all different legal 
forms and shapes and sizes. So that's probably 
the primary difference. 

MAA allows us to provide funds to C-Corps, as 
well as municipalities, under certain 
circumstances, but not the different types of 
organizations that I just listed off that are 
non-e-corp. So we really think this is, you 
know, a program that's designed for the moment 
and -- the Small Business Express that is. The 
MAA has got longer -- a longer track record and 
a -- and a different audience, if you will. 

REP. LAVIELLE: And -- and also, MAA was only 
manufacturers, and Small Business Express is 
any type of business. Right? 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: MAA can be 
nonmanufacturers, but .it does exclude retail 
operations and other types of entities that are 
more in the -- some of the service arenas, so 
it is more exclusive, as well, in terms of the 
kinds of businesses we can support. 

REP. LAVIELLE: Okay. Thank you . 
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COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: You're welcome. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: Thank you. 

Representative Zupkus. 

REP. ZUPKUS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

First of all, I wanted to say the other day 
congratulations on the great work you're doing 
because we really need to keep businesses here 
and encourage them to stay. I wanted to say 
that the other day. 

But my question is as far as the MAA or MMA, 
sorry. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: MAA. MAA. 

REP. ZUPKUS: MAA. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: You got it right. 

REP. ZUPKUS: Are the manufacturers aware that the 
money is there, because I believe it hasn't 
been used over the last couple of years? 

Do they know the money is there, and are they 
aware that -- do you know? 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Well, actually we 
have used quite a bit of money 

REP. ZUPKUS: You have. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: -- out of the MAA 
account. 

REP. ZUPKUS: Oh, great. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: And we do -- we do 
reach out to manufacturers. I think we 
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mentioned last week that 

REP. ZUPKUS: Right. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: -- for Small 
Businesses Express, 21 percent of the 
applicants are actually manufacturers. 

REP. ZUPKUS: Wonderful. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Outside of that and 
funding through MAA, which we are now 
directing larger companies to, because they 
don't necessary -- they can't -- they can•t 
apply for the Small Business Express if they're 
over 100 employees, so we direct them, as 
well, to the MAA. And we•ve used MAA, as well, 
for funding some of the First Five Program and 
a myriad of other mid-size companies. So we 
have, in fact, tapped into it. And I haven't 
got the exact number in my head, but there is, 
you know, a lot of money we•ve spent there as 
well . 

REP. ZUPKUS: Okay. Thank you. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: Representative Becker. 

REP. BECKER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Good 
morning, Madam Commissioner. 

I am a huge fan of the Small Business Express 
Program and know of numerous businesses that 
have taken advantage of it. So, obviously, 
anything we can do to help that and -- and 
continue to fund it is very important. But I'm 
a little confused. 

This committee received a note from our Office 
of Legislative Research that indicates that 
pass-through corporations do qualify for MAA 
financing, which -- according to this note, 
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says 11 Which is available to any for-profit or 
nonprofit organization in a municipality, 
regional planning agency or a combination 
thereof ... And it goes on to say that, under 
the MMA statutes, a for-profit corporation is 
a for-profit partnership or sole proprietorship 
or corporation. 

So I just want to make sure that we are on the 
same page, because the statement you made a 
moment ago was that it only applies to C-Corps 
and we're getting contrary information. I 
think there was a little conference that took 
place over there to try to --

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Yeah. There's -
well, this would be -- that was not my -- my 
counsel's advice but we'll -- we'll certainly 
take a look at that. 

In any case and certain kinds of companies, 
as well, are excluded in MAA. And retail is 
one I mentioned which happened to have received 
about a little over 20 percent of the funding 
for MA -- for the Small Business Express, as 
well, but I will look into this pass-through 
issue and be back to you on that one. 

REP. BECKER: And are you 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: 
are another one that I 
MAA. 

And not-for-profits 
think are excluded from 

REP. BECKER: And you're confident that if we shift 
this money from the MAA account to the Small 
Business Express that we won't run short in the 
MAA account through the remainder of this 
fiscal year? 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: I'm confident of that 
because this -- this money was targeted for 

000019 



• 

• 

• 

13 
lf/gdm/gbr COMMERCE COMMITTEE 

February 5, 2013 
10:00 A.M. 

small businesses anyway. And we feel as if the 
Small Business Express is the right program 
for small businesses at this moment, so we -
we think this is the right way to go. 

REP. BECKER: Thank you very much. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: Thank you, Representative Becker. 
It's a -- a great -- great point you just 
brought out. It should be clarified before we 
go further. At least -- especially if we're 
going to make further changes in the as we 
are contemplating going forward, not 
necessarily today 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: Yeah. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: but going forward. 

Further questions? 

Nope. 

Any further questions, members of the 
Committee? 

Commissioner, thank you very much. 

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE SMITH: You're welcome. 
Thank you. I appreciate it. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: Eric Gjede, who for the first time, 
will be testifying on that side of the 
committee. 

Normally, we're used to having Eric sitting 
right here. 

ERIC GJEDE: No pressure. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: Now, he's making some decent money, 
we hope . 
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ERIC GJEDE: Good morning, Senator LeBeau, 
Representative Perone, and members of the 
Commerce Committee. My name is Eric Gjede, and 
I'm assistant counsel at the Connecticut 
Business and Industry Association which 
represents more than 10,000 large and small 
companies throughout the State of Connecticut. 
I am here today to testify in support of Senate 
Bill 801. 

I think the important thing here is that the 
Small Business Express Program is so successful 
and so helpful to businesses because it is 
unique. It provides customized financial 
incentive packages tailored to fit individual 
businesses. Unlike so many other state 
programs, it's not a one size fits all, and -
and I think, again, that's why it has been so 
successful. 

The Small Business Express Program has provided 
much needed grants and loans to more than 500 
businesses in the state so far. This has 
allowed them to purchase equipment and 
machinery, make facility improvements, and 
provides incentives for hiring workers. Right 
now, I guess, to date, it's been responsible 
for retaining more than 5,000 Connecticut jobs 
and has created over 2,000 new Connecticut 
jobs. 

As the Commissioner kind of touched on, this -
this program really helped fill a void when -
when banks have been reluctant to extend credit 
to businesses for -- for their needs. The 
Small Business Express Program has been there 
to to help pick up the slack. 

So we would like to see a small change going 
forward to the Small Business Express Program, 
as I touch upon in my written testimony. But 
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other than that, we -- we really hope this 
measure moves -- moves forward. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: Thank you, Mr. Gjede. 

Any questions, members of the committee? 

ERIC GJEDE: All right. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: Hold on one second. 

Okay. 

A VOICE: So, in your testimony, you talked about -
(inaudible). 

REP. PERONE: Thanks very much for your -- your 
testimony. Just regarding your -- your 
suggestion at the end, we actually do have a 
bill, you know, in discussion that's dealing 
with that more -- more specifically. So it's 

we're certainly, you know, looking forward 
to your -- your testimony on that. 

ERIC GJEDE: Thank you. I saw that in your agenda, 
which is why I didn't want to expand on it 
today --

REP. PERONE: Okay. 

ERIC GJEDE: -- so thank you so much. 

REP. PERONE: Sure, not a problem at all. 

Does anybody have any questions? 

SENATOR LEBEAU: Thank you, Eric. Thank you very 
much. 

Any further -- anybody else who would like to 
testify_on this bill? 
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If not the -- if not the hearing is adjourned . 
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AN ACT MAKING MANUFACTURIN~ ASSISTANCE ACT FUNDS 
AVAILABLE FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS EXPRESS PROGRAM 
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Senator Lebeau, Representative Perone and members of the Commerce Committee. My 
name is Catherine Smith and I am the Commissioner ofthe Department of Economic & 
Community Development (DECD). I am here before you today to testify in support of 
SB 801: AN ACT MAKING MANUFACTURING ASSISTANCE ACT FUNDS 
AVAILABLE FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS EXPRESS PROGRAM. Before I begin 
to speak to the merits of the legislation, let me first commend you on bringing this very 
important piece oflegislation to a hearing and a vote so quickly. 

As you are all aware, during the 2011 bi-partisan jobs session, the legislature created the 
Small Business Express Program (EXP). This program sought to create a pathway for 
small businesses to quickly access much needed capital to expand their operations and 
create jobs here in Connecticut. The EXP program consists of three elements; a 
Revolving Loan Fund, a Job Creation Loan Fund and a Matching Grant Program. These 
types of assistance have worked to stimulate the local economy by offsetting the void 
which was created when banks and other fmancial institutions pulled back on lending 
post recession. 

I am proud to say that the program to date has been a great success. DECD has received 
over 1,674 applications, we have paid out$ $77,494,748 to businesses that have 
committed to create 2,024 jobs and retain 5,356 over the next 12 months. These 
investments have also leveraged over $46 million in private investment, but unfortunately 
we have received more applications than we are able to fund. 

The legislation before you today, seeks to address this shortfall and would allow this 
essential program to continue. During the 2011 Jobs Session, there was an authorization 
for $60 million over two years for Small Business Development within the parameters of 
the Manufacturing Assistance Account (MAA). To date these dollars have not been 
allocated. This legislation would modify that authorization by allowing the funds to be 
allocated to the EXP program. The eligibility criteria for MAA funds are prohibitive to 
the mission of the EXP program and this legislation seeks to addresses this discrepancy. 
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Department of Economic and 
Community Development Connecticut: 

still revolutionary 

This program has helped DECD to continue it's mission to create high quality, well paid 
jobs here in Connecticut while at the same time helping our "main street" small 
businesses thrive. In order to address the needs of all the businesses that have either 
received commitments, letters of intents or those that are currently in financial review, 
this allocation is necessary. It would be unfortunate at this time to have to start turning 
away small businesses in need. 

Thank you for your time and I'm happy to answer any questions you may have. 
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·still revolutionary 

Quick Access to Capital ... 

For Connecticut's Small Businesses 

Types of Assistance 

• Revolving Loan Fund • Job Creation Loan 

Fund 

• Matching Grant Fund 

Eligible Applicants 

• Employ not more than 100 employees 

• Have operations in Connecticut 

• Have been registered to conduct business for not less than 12 months 

• Be in good standing with the payment of all state and local taxes and with all state agencies 

Priority 

• Economic-based industries • Businesses creating jobs 

Eligible Expenditures 

• Purchase of machinery and equipment • Training 

• Construction • Working capital 

• Leasehold improvements • Other business-related expenses 

Terms and Conditions 

• Revolving Loan Fund amounts from $10,000 to a maximum of $100,000 

• Job Creation Loan Fund amounts from $10,000 to a maximum of $300,000 

• Matching Grant Fund amounts from $10,000 to a maximum of $100,000 

• Up to 4% interest and maximum 10-year term 

• DECD determines loan terms, conditions, and collateral requirements in a manner that 

prioritizes job growth and retention 

For more information about EXP or the many other business assistance programs administered by DECD, 

visit www.decd.org or contact the Connecticut Business Response Center at 1-800-392-2122. 
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Testifying in Support of SB 801 An Act Making Manufacturing Assistance Act Funds 
Available For The Small Business Express Program. 

Good Afternoon Senator LeBeau, Representative Perone, and members of the Commerce 
Committee My name 1s Enc Gjede and I am assistant counsel at the Connecticut Busmess and 
Industry Association (CBIA) wh1ch represents more than 10,000 large and small companies 
throughout the state of Connecticut 

CBIA supports SB 80.1 wh1ch would allow fundmg from the Manufacturer's Ass1stance Account 
that was previously allocated for the purpose of small bus1ness development to be used to 
prov1de add1t1onal fund1ng to the Small Busmess Express program The Department of 
Econom1c and Commun1ty Development's Small Busmess Express program has been a great 
success To date, th1s program has prov1ded f1nanc1al assistance 1n the form of grants and 
loans to nearly 500 of Connecticut's small busmesses These funds have helped those 
bus1nesses reta1n 4616 JObs and create 1738 new JObs 1n the state There 1s st1ll an extens1ve 
list of add1t1onal businesses hop1ng to rece1ve much needed financ1al assistance from th1s 
program 

Additionally, we th1nk the Small Busmess Express program could be even more successful if 1t 
prov1ded a preference for small bus1nesses that are seeking grants or loans to help w1th the cost 
of entenng new fore1gn markets for sale of the1r goods and serv1ces We hope the comm1ttee 

w1ll be w1llmg to cont1nue that d1scuss1on w1th a separate b1ll 1n the coming weeks 

We urge the committee to support_SB 801 

350ChurchStreet I Hartlord.CT06103·1126 I 8602441900 I 8602788562(1) I cb1acom 

10,000 busmesses workmg for a competrtiVe Connectrcut 
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-~enate Bill No. 801 (.Raised) An Act Making Manufacturing Assistance Act Funds 
Available for the Small Business Express Program 

Senator Lebeau, Representative Perone and distinguished members of the 
Commerce Committee, I am writing to express my full support of Senate Bill 801: An 
Act Making Manufacturing Assistance Act Funds Available for the Small Business 
Express Program. The legislation will help ensure that the successful Small Business 
Express Program, which is administered by the Department of Economic and 
Community Development (DECD), is able to continue serving and supporting small 
businesses across the state of Connecticut. 

Small Businesses ranging in all sectors, including manufacturing and construction, 
expressed the need to be able to obtain the needed financial assistance to retain and 
create jobs, expand their operations, and make needed infrastructure improvements 
to support their growth. This assistance, when provided in a timely and efficient 
manner, can and will drive economic growth locally and throughout the state. 

As part of the 2011 bi-partisan jobs session, legislation was passed to create the 
Small Business Express Program which consisted of three elements; a Revolving 
Loan Fund, a job Creation Loan Fund and a Matching Grant Program. These 
programs filled a void for small businesses as many banks and financial institutions 
stalled in lending due to the economic downturn. 

In all, the Small Business Express Program provided $100 million to help support 
small businesses to hire more employees and fund capital investments. The 
legislation also included an authorization for $60 million over two years for Small 
Business Development within the parameters of the Manufacturing Assistance 
Account (MAA). 

Overall, the Small Business Express Program has achieved all of its goals. These 
funds have leveraged over $45 million in private investment, leading to the creation 
and retention of over 7,000 jobs while stimulating their local economy. 

210 CAPITOL AVENUE, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
TEL (860)566-4840 • FAX (860)524-7396 • www governor ct.gov 

governor malloy@cr gov 
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Even with all of this success, funding for the program will run out in the next few 
months, leaving the over 600 pending applications from small businesses awaiting 
approval for financial support put on a hold. 

Senate Bill801 will help address this impending issue by directing $60 million of 
authorized funding dedicated for Small Business Development in MAA to support 
the Small Business Express Program. This will ensure that we honor our 
commitments to our small businesses while providing the hundreds of businesses 
awaiting review of their application an ample opportunity to receive the necessary 
support to grow jobs. 

I, along with DECD Commissioner Catherine Smith, have been traveling the state, 
visiting with our small business owners, including hosting an infor-mational forum at 
the State Capitol for over 30 businesses that benefitted from the Small Business 
Express Program. From these meetings, it was evident that the program has 
exceeded all expectations; however the demand for support to our small businesses 
shall remain a priority for our state. 

The Small Business Express program provides the essential capital to the small 
companies that are the backbone of our state's economy. The continuation of this 
program remains a priority for my Administration and it supports our state's overall 
economic development agenda. 

Thank you, and I ask that you vote in support of Senate Bill 801. 
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The vote is unanimous. It requires a two-thirds 

resolution, the resolution is adopted. 

The House will stand at ease. 

(Chamber at ease.) 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

The House will come back to order. 

Representative Holder-Winfield. 

REP. HOLDER-WINFIELD (94th): 

Yes, thank you, Madam Speaker . 

Madam Speaker, I would ask for a suspension 

of our rules for immediate consideration of Senate 

Bill 801. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

The question is on suspension of the rules for 

immediate consideration of Senate Bill 801. 

Is there any objection to suspension? Is there 

any objection? 

Hearing none, the rules are suspended for the 

immediate consideration of Senate Bill 801. 

Will the Clerk please call Senate Bill 801 . 

THE CLERK: 
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Substitute Senate Bill Number 801, favorable 

report of the joint standing committee on Finance, 

Revenue and Bonding, AN ACT MAKING MANUFACTURING 

ASSISTANCE ACT FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS 

EXPRESS PROGRAM. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Perone. 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker, I move the acceptance for the 

joint committee's favorable report and passage of the 

bill . 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

The question is on acceptance of the joint 

committee's favorable report and passage of the bill. 

Representative Perone, you have the floor. 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Madam Speaker, the Clerk has an Amendment LCO 

4266. I would ask that the Clerk please call the 

amendment and that I be granted leave of the Chamber 

to summarize. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Will the Clerk please call the amendment . 

THE CLERK: 
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LC Number 4266, Senate Amendment Schedule A, 

Offered by Representatives LeBeau -- Senator LeBeau,~ 

et al. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

The gentleman seeks leave of the Chamber to 

summarize. Is there any questions? 

Hearing none, you may proceed, sir. 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. This is just 

a short technical amendment really to clear up some of 

the language on -- in the bill to clarify which part 

of the Manufactures Assistant Act Program, the funds 

are coming from. So these tend to be just minor 

changes. 

Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Move adoption, sir? 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

I'd move adoption, yes. 

Thank you for that. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Will you remark further on the bill? 

The question is on adoption . 

Will you remark further on the amendment? 
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Representative Lavielle from the 107th -- 143rd . 

Sorry. 

REP. LAVIELLE (143rd): 

rhank you, Madam Speaker. 

Good evening, I think it is. 

I just wanted to remark that the amendment that 

Representative Perone has referred to, does just carry 

some technical changes that improve the bill, and I 

would urge the Chamber to support it. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Will you remark further on the bill -- on the 

amendment? Will you remark further on the amendment? 

If not, let me try your minds. 

All those in favor of the amendment, please 

signify by saying aye. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

Aye. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

All those opposed, nay. 

The ayes have it. The amendment is adopted. 

Will you remark further on the bill as amended? 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Yes, thank you very much, Madam Speaker. 
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Really what this bill, essentially, does is it 

moves funds from the Manufactures Assistant Act 

Program to the Small Business Express Program. 

Essentially, over the last twelve months or so, 

the Small Business Express Program has had a great 

track record of success. They've actually generated 

about 1600 applications, but more specifically, 

they've committed to create about 2,000 jobs with an 

intention to retain about 5300 over the next twelve 

months. Additionally, they've paid out about 77.5 

million to basically put that in the hands of small 

business . 

So what would happen is if the funds from this 

program were to be exhausted, there would be about 600 

applications of businesses who need manufacturing 

equipment, need to hire people, need to expand their 

facilities that would all be put on hold at a very 

difficult time in our state's economy. So clearly we 

want to continue to support a program that is working 

well for small business in our state. 

So I urge this bill's passage. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Will you remark further on the bill as amended? 

Will you remark further on the bill? 
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Representative Lavielle of the 143rd . 

REP. LAVIELLE (143rd): 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. 

Just a couple of questions to the proponent if I 

may for clarification. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Please pose your question. 

REP. LAVIELLE (143rd): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

First off, I wonder if the good representative 

with whom I have the honor to share Norwalk, could 

describe for us the differences between the criteria 

that a business has to meet for funding under the 

Manufactures Assistant's Act and under the Small 

Business Express Program. What are the differences in 

eligibility; in other words, what businesses that were 

not eligible for MAA funding would be eligible now for 

these funds once they are moved? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Perone, will you remark? 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. 

The MAA really covers a wide group of different 

companies, for example, you know, technology, 
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aerospace, finical services, that sort of thing. So 

under the MAA, these entities would have been able to 

take advantage of those. 

But really what the Small Business Express 

Program does is it creates a streamline way to 

allowing companie~ to apply for funds in a relatively 

concise set of parameters. They look at the companies 

-- really what they're -- hang on just a ·second. 

They'll look at the overall their business plan, 

how they're looking to grow in their area. 

So I think that the grants I'm sorry just a 

second -- essentially, it would help small businesses 

by allowing them to, you know, expand their factories, 

add new equipment, machinery; allow them to create 

jobs. So it's really by these three areas that the 

requirements of the grant would be defined. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Lavielle, you still have the 

floor. 

REP. LAVIELLE (143rd): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker, and I thank the 

Representative for the answer. 

Do we, through you, Madam Speaker, I wondered if 

you could just'tell us how much remains in funding 
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~nder the MAA authorization because I believe there is 

still a quite substantial amount that's available for 

businesses not under the Small Business Express 

Program. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Perone. 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

I'm just going to take one look at that through 

my notes here. 

Through you, Madam Speaker, it's $260 million for 

the change. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Lavielle, you have the floor. 

REP. LAVIELLE (143rd): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

That was $269 million? 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Sixty, 6-0. 

REP. LAVIELLE (143rd): 

Okay, million? Madam Speaker. 

Okay, thank you . 

And finally I think the Representative may have 
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said this but, again, this is just for clarification 

so we have everything out there. How many, 

approximately, businesses are in the pipeline now that 

have applied that are waiting for funding that 

transferring these funds or making these fund 

available would help. Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Perone. 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Currently, the number of applications received to 

date is 1718, total assigned to that DECO is 1401, and 

businesses receiving funding is 599. But it's also 

interesting to note that over the last --- this 

program has been very good about really reviewing and 

evaluating the strength of the companies coming in. 

They've also denied 585 applications or the 

applications were withdrawn. So, I mean, there is a 

level of scrutiny that goes through this program. 

Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Lavielle. 

REP. LAVIELLE (143rd): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
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And I thank the Representative for his answers . 

This is, you know, in the context at the moment 

that we have with our budget where the comptrollers 

told us we're running about $130 million deficit. And 

if this were new funds, it would be very difficult to 

support but these are not new funds. And that's very 

important I think for everyone to know. This is just 

making funds that have-already been authorized 

available for broader range of companies to use and 

benefit from. 

So I'm pleased support the bill and, 

particularly, because there's such high demand. I 

would just caution us moving forward as we enter our 

budget deliberations to remember that with the 

policies that we have in place, we still, in 

Connecticut, lost the largest number of people in our 

workforce about 51,000 -- larger than any other state 

in the country. We also have an unemployment rate 

persistently above that of New England and above that 

of the rest of the country. So, as we move ahead, I 

would just caution us to be careful about counting to 

heavily or exclusively on the various policies we have 

that involve spending on specific businesses and 

industries and seriously considering exploring some 
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opportunities to institute broader tax and regulatory 

policies that will make it easier for all businesses 

to grow and create jobs. 

But, with that, I'm very pleased to support the 

bill, and I would urge the Chamber to support it. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Alberts of the 50th. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

If I may, through you, a question to the 

proponent of the bill now amended . 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Perone, prepare yourself. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

As I understand the original Small Business 

Express Program, the program tied low-interest loans 

and also grants with the creation of jobs; is that not 

correct? Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Perone, do you care to respond? 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Not necessarily, I think there's a -- I think 
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there was an understanding of these jobs would be 

created and retained, but I think that does mark one 

of the differences between the then program and Small 

Business Express Program. Through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Alberts, you have the floor. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

And what are the size loans that these funds, if 

approved, will be used to support. Through you, Madam 

Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Perone. 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Just one moment, Madam Speaker. 

Essentially, the grant loan amounts range from 

10,000 to 300,000. Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Alberts, you still have the floor. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

And I thank the gentlemen for his response and 

that was my understanding, as well -- excuse me I 

do believe he has to modify that, Madam Speaker. 
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Through you, I did misspeak. I would like to 

just point out it was -- I'm sorry -- the loans are 

250 and grants are 100,000. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Alberts, you still have the floor. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

And I appreciate the clarification. My 

understanding of the original program, and as the 

ranking member of Commerce alluded to it, was 

extremely well received. I think it's a fantastic 

program. 

I think it was designed also to provide funds to 

business~s that could not easily get access to funds 

during a particularly difficult time. And as the 

economy has turned, community banks, which have been 

lending throughout the financial crisis, are still 

very much in the process of lending funds. So it 

feels very good for me to hear that the criteria for 

the loan sizes has not increased because once you get 
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to the point where you are looking at loans in excess 

of $250,000, those are typically the types of loans 

that community banks really specialize in. 

So I do appreciate the Chairman's remarks and 

happy to support this but would ask that as we look to 

additional programs, we seriously consider keeping 

that cap of about $250,000 in place for loan programs. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Berger of the 73rd. 

REP. BERGER (73rd): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker, and it's great to see 

you there this evening. 

Just wanted in the way of a comment so 

Representative Perone can sit down, I don't really 

have that many questions for him. 

I just wanted to say out front that the extension 

of this program has been one of the most successful 

programs that this Legislature has done in a 

bipartisan way in many, many years. And it's an 

outgrowth of the Governor's proposals in the 2001 Jobs 

Bill but also the outgrowth of the majority leader's 

round table which was started several years ago and 

fed money into the most needy of small businesses. 
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When this program originally started, it started 

with companies with 50 employees or less, grew to 100 

employees or less. And why did it do that? Why did 

we support that? Because the need was there, the need 

was there and the need was great. 

Representative Alberts hit it right on the head. 

Credit for small companies had dried up. They had 

nowhere to go. This bill was a lifeline for those 

companies in all of our communities in this chamber. 

Every one of the small businesses of 50 or less, or 

100 or less, are directly affected by what we do today 

in the extension of this program. It is a lifeline 

for them. It is jobs. It is 8,000 retained jobs or 

new jobs created since the inception in 2011. That's 

real progress, (inaudible) and what we do here today 

continues that. 

So I thank the Chairman of the Commerce Committee 

and the committee as a whole. I thank this Chamber 

both the House and the Senate for what we do because 

this is going to be one of the best jobs bills that we 

do other than brownfields, Representative, that we do 

here today. So thank you for your indulgence. Thank 

you . 

REP. SRINIVASAN (31st): 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. Good evening, Madam 

Speaker. Good to see you there on the dais this 

evening. 

Through you, Madam Speaker, to the proponent of 

the bill, if I may. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Perone. 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

I've been so prepared. 

REP. SRINIVASAN (31st): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

I definitely agree this loan to small businesses 

has been extremely critical, has been very vital, has 

been a lifeline to a lot of small businesses. Through 

you, Madam Speaker, do we know out of the 260-- if I 

heard that right -- the $260 million that we have, do 

we have a set amount to help the small businesses, or 

is it dependent on the number of applicants and, 

obviously, those that qualify? Through you, Madam 

Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Perone, do you care to respond? 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
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Yes. Largely it is regulated by how many 

entities do apply and the strength of those 

applications. Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Srinivasan, you still have the 

floor. 

REP. SRINIVASAN (31st): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker, and thank you for that 

answer. 

And through you, Madam Speaker, the money that is 

originally for manufacturing assistance, are they not 

that many applicants or a need for that particular 

area that we're able to divert these funds? Through 

you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Perone. 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

I'm sorry, Madam Speaker. I was conferring with 

the vice chair. Could you please restate the 

question, through you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative, could you please repeat the 

question . 

REP. SRINIVASAN (31st): 
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Through you, Madam Speaker, the funds the 

originally allocate, the 260 that we have now for 

manufacturing assistance, we are now diverting it to 

the small businesses because the need is there. 

There's no question about that. But is there -- are 

we doing it at the cost of manufacturing businesses 

not being given their loans, or has that need declined 

over time? Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Perone. 

REP. PERONE (137th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. That's a great 

question. 

Essentially, within the Small Business Express 

Program 21 percent are, in fact, manufacturers and, 

you know, compared to statewide need by the same 

sector of 12 percent. I think that the subscription 

rate, for want of a better term, is clearly, you know, 

underscored the importance of the Small Business 

Express Program to the manufacturers. So -- but there 

isn't -- the way the MAA is structured now, it's not 

exclusively designed to be funds for manufacturers, 

like I mentioned in my opening remarks. It covers 
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finance, aerospace and other industrx sectors . 

Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Representative Srinivasan, you still have the 

floor sir. 

REP. SRINIVASAN (31st): 

Thank Y?U, Madam Speaker, and thank the Chairman 

for his kind answers. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Thank you. 

Will you remark further? Will you remark further 

on the bill as amended? 

If not, will staff and guests please come to the 

well of the House. Will the members please take your 

seats. The machine will be open. 

THE CLERK: 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll. 

Please return to the chamber immediately. The House 

of Representatives is voting by roll. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

Have all the members voted? Have all the members 

voted? 

Will the members please check the board and 

000707 



• 

• 

• 

ag/cd/cjd/llg/sd 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

221 
March 6, 2013 

determine that your votes have been properly cast. If 

all the members have voted, the machine will be locked 

and the Clerk will take a tally. 

The Clerk will please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Senate Bill 801, as amended by Senate A in 

concurrence with the Senate. 

Total number voting 137 

Necessary for passage 69 

Those voting Yea 137 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent and not voting 14 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

The bill as amended has passed. 

Representative Holder-Winfield. 

REP. HOLDER-WINFIELD (94th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker, I would ask for the suspension of 

our rules for the immediate consideration of Senate 

Joint Resolutions 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 35, 36, 

and Senate Bill 200. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER SAYER: 

The question is on suspension of the rules for 

the immediate consideration of Senate Joint 
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The Senate reconvened at 5:31p.m., the President 
in the Chair. 

THE CHAIR: 

The Senate will come to order. Senator Coleman. 
Why do you rise, sir? Good afternoon. 

SENATOR COLEMAN: 

Good afternoon, Madam President. I'm trying to 
fill some awfully big shoes. 

THE CHAIR: 

And I have faith in you, sir. 

SENATOR COLEMAN: 

I'd like to request that the Clerk please call 
Calendar 41, Senate Bill 9. 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

On Page 9, Number 41, Substitute for Senate Bill 
Number 801 AN ACT MAKING MANUFACTURING ASSISTANCE 
FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS EXPRESS 
PROGRAM. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator LeBeau. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: 

Good afternoon, Madam President, good to see you. 

THE CHAIR: 

Good afternoon, sir. 
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I move acceptance of the Joint Committee's 
Favorable Report and passage of the bill. _ 

THE CHAIR: 

Motion is on passage. Will you remark, sir? 

SENATOR LEBEAU: 

Yes, I will, Madam President. I'd like to call, 
the Clerk has an Amendment, LCO Number 4266. If 
the Clerk would please call and I would be 
allowed to summarize. 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

LCO Number 4266, Senate Amendment Schedule "A", .......__< ii'""'WC"l*.., .. W t-KS:::X:LO:Iif Q 

offered by Senator LeBeau, Representative Perone 
and Senator Crisco. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator LeBeau. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Madam President. I move passage of 
th-e Amendment. 

THE CHAIR: 

Motion is on passage. Will you remark, sir? 

SENATOR LEBEAU: 

Thank you, Madam President. This Amendment is a 
technical amendment. It makes three changes that 
more clearly fulfill the intent of the bill . 

THE CHAIR: 
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Motion is on adoption. Will you remark? Can I 
try your m.hns:ts?,. All in favor. 

VOICES: 

Aye. 

THE CHAIR: 

Opposed? The Amendment passes. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: 

Thank you, Madam President. 
were that easy. 

THE CHAIR: 

I wish it was, too. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: 

I wish 'all things 

This bill is an important bill, Madam President, 
and what it does is, it transfers in total, about 
$60 million. It makes eligible to be used for 
the small business express program about $60 
million, which is currently in the manufacturer's 
assistance act. 

Some questions have been raised about, well, okay 
taking the money out of the manufacturers 
assistance fund, we're not actually taking it 
out, we're just making it eligible for small 
business express program. 

And why are we doing that? We're doing that 
because the Small Business Express Program has 
been so successful. It has been one of the great 
bills that. this Legislature has passed in the 
last two years under the leadership of the 
Governor and the leadership of the various 
committees that worked on it, including the 
Commerce Committee, I'm so proud to say, and the 
Members of this Chamber, both sides of the aisle. 
It was a bipartisan bill that we passed and has 
had great success. 
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I want to just take a little time to talk about 
what some of that success has meant, and the 
numbers, depending on what report you read, the 
numbers may be a little different because they 
keep changing every day because we keep getting 
more and more applications. 

For instance, I'm looking at a report from early 
February and I'm going to give you a ballpark. 
About 1,700 applications have been received at 
that point. Business is receiving assistance 
close to 600. Applications in process, close to 
600, minority and women owned businesses, 75 
bringing a total of $46 million in private 
investment at the same time that we're making 
this public investment. 

A grant at that time in early February we were 
still about a little over $30 million, in loans 
$47 million and with those in final review, the 
amount to be funded about $33 million, with the 
total assistance of $111 million. The problem 
is, that's over the $100 million that we 
appropriated. 

So we need to, that's why this bill is before us 
today, and it's an important bill. Because if we 
don't actually authorize this and working along 
with the House and our House colleagues later 
today, then those businesses who are in the 
middle of their final reviews and having those 
dollars made available to them, will not have 
those dollars made available to them, and they 
are in the middle of expansion. They're in the 
middle of adding jobs. 

Let me give you some job numbers. Jobs that have 
been created, over 2,000. Jobs that have been 
retained, over 5,000. So we're getting close to 
8,000 jobs that have been created and retained 
and just by this program. 

As I said, a real success and the bill as amended 
will continue that success. The hope is to get 
this bill through here today, down to the House 
with an immediate transmittal and then to work, 
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to actually have this hopefully signed 
immediately by the Governor so that next week's 
Bond Commission hearing, to make these dollars 
available. 

And I want to also say, this has been the 
Legislature working very rapidly. Commerce 
Committee made this its priority. We heard the 
bill and passed it in one day. It took ten days 
to get over to Finance. Finance under its great 
leadership took the bill and got it out, a file 
copy was made and this is the first opportunity 
we've had to deal with it today. 

So I'm very proud of the fact that the 
Legislature has acted in such an expeditious 
fashion to continue this great program. 

Thank you, Madam President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you. Will you remark? Will you remark? 
Senator Fasano. 

SENATOR FASANO: 

Thank you, Madam,President. Madam President, I 
agree with those remarks by Senator LeBeau. This 
has been a very successful program and I want to 
be clear that this is not new money in terms of 
appropriated money. This is from existing money 
that we're using, that we have in the fund. 

The Governor has put it on his bonding agenda, is 
my understanding, so by doing this, we're 
certainly going to help a lot of businesses. It's 
a great approach, a great bipartisan effort in 
this regard and I thank Senator LeBeau for 
bringing it out. Thank you, Madam President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you. Will you remark? Will you remark? 
If not, would. the Clerk call for a vote and I 
will open the machine . 
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There is an immediate Roll Call Vote in the 
Senate. 

Immediate Roll Call Vote in the Senate. 

THE CHAIR: 

Have all Members voted? If all Members have 
voted, the machine will be closed, and Mr. Clerk, 
will you call the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Senate Bill 801 as amended. 
Total Number Voting 35 
Necessary for Passage 18 
Those voting Yea 35 
Those voting Nay 0 
Those absent and not voting 1 

THE CHAIR: 

The bill passes. Senator Looney. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Yes, thank you, Madam President. Madam 
President, would move for SUS£~rrsion for_ 
immediate transmittal to the Hou~e~of Senate Bill 
BQJ 

THE CHAIR: 

Seeing no objection, so ordered, sir. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Madam President. Madam President, at 
this point would also like to call for a vote on 
the Second Consent Calendar with the Executive 
and Legislative Nominations previously placed on 
that Consent Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 
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