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000701 

S.B. No. 272 AN ACT CONCERNING SOCIAL SECURITY SUPPORT FOR FOSTER CHILDREN 

The Department of Children and Families supports the intent behind S.B. No. 272 - An Act 
Concerning Social Security Support for Foster Children. This bill requires that the placement 
plan for each child in the care and custody of the Commissioner of Children and Families 
include documentation as to whether the child is eligible for benefits from the Social Security 
Administration, including, but not limited to, supplemental security income, survivor and 
disabled adult child benefits. It requires DCF to complete and submit an application for 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) for any eligible child in its care and custody. 

The Department appreciates the need to ensure that our children are enrolled for SSI and other 
programs for which they may be eligible in a timely manner. DCF received SSI benefits on 
behalf of 283 children for calendar year 2011 totaling $1,120,107. Last year, 142 SSI 
applications were filed with Social Security and 54 SSI applications were disapproved. We have 
no objection to the requirement that we make application for SSI benefits, but we do not 
believe that we should be mandated by law to appeal any denial of an application. 

The Committee may consider incorporating this concept into the permanency plan provisions of 
S.B. No. 293. In addition, we offer the following suggested amendment to the language of this 
bill: 

• On line 1- Delete "placement" and insert "permanency" in lieu thereof 
• On lines 9 through 10- Delete" appeal the denial of an application, if applicable, and" 

S.B. No. 293 AN ACT CONCERNING PERMANENCY AND TRANSITION PLANS 

The Department of Children and Families supports the intent behind S.B. No. 293 - An Act 
Concerning Permanency and Transition Plans. This bill requires that permanency plan 
documents submitted by DCF and any permanency plan hearings include information regarding 
what steps the department has taken to make any necessary referrals for children under five 
years of age to early intervention, preschool, or special education services, steps taken to 
enable a child sixteen years of age or older to learn independent living skills and complete a 
secondary education or vocation program, and steps taken to develop a personalized transition 
plan for children between the ages of sixteen and eighteen. 
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there are many birth parents who voluntarily relinquished parental rights with an expectation 
of anonymity. 

Adoption law originated in 1944 in the State of Connecticut. From 1944 until 1975, adult 
adoptees (age 18 and older) and/or their adoptive parents in the State of Connecticut had 
access to their original birth certificates through the Stat~ Departme~t of Health or the registrar 
of vital statistics at the town level. In 1975, the original birth records were sealed both from 
that point forward and retroactively. 

H. B. No. 5346 AN ACT CONCERNING MINOR AND TECHNICAL REVISIONS TO STATUTES 
AFFfCTING CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

The Department of Children and Families supports H.B. No. 5346 - An Act Concerning Minor 
and Technical Revisions to Statutes Affecting Children and Youth. 

As the title of this bill suggests, this bill simply makes minor and technical revisions to statutes 
affecting children and youth. 
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