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Bremby, from DSS, followed by Representative 
Kupchick, and then Vicki Veltri, the Healthcare 
Advocate. 

COMMISSIONER RODERICK L. BREMBY: Good afternoon, 
Senator Musto, Representative Tercyak, 
distinguished members of the committee. 

I'm Rod Bremby, Commissioner of DSS, and I'm 
here today to testify on a number of bills that 
impact our department. I believe you have 
before you our testimony, so I'll just hit 
the -- the highlights and stand for questions, 
along with several members of my staff. 

Regarding Senate Bill 391, AN ACT EXPANDING 
ACCESS TO VETERANS TO PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS, this bill proposes that Veterans' aid 
and attendance be excluded from determining 
eligibility for DSS programs and services. We 
believe that there will be a minimal impact for 
withholding, and so based on the information we 
have at this time, we support this proposal . 

Senate Bill 392, AN ACT CONCERNING PHARMACY 
MEDICATION REIMBURSEMENT. The purpose of this 
bill is to establish various reimbursement 
rates for different types of pharmacies, to 
establish tiers, in effect. The reimbursement 
would be based on whether a retail pharmacy is 
a chain versus an independent pharmacy. The 
language in ~he bill distinguishes independent 
pharmacies from chain pharmacies, based on 
ownership, as privately owned versus publicly 
traded, and by the number of in-state stores. 
While this proposal is well intended, funding 
was not including in the Governor's recommended 
budget adjustments to support this increase. 
Therefore, this proposal cannot be supported by 
the department. 

Senate Bill 394, AN ACT CONCERNING MEDICAID 

000466 
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Commissioner Roderick L. Bremby 

March 13, 2012 

Good afternoon, Senator Musto, Representative Tercyak and distinguished members of 
the Human Services Committee. My name is Roderick Bremby and I am Commissioner 
of the Department of Social Services (DSS). I am here today to testify on a number of _81239± 
bills that impact the department. ~ Y639( 

$.B. No. 391 (RAISED) AN ACT EXPANDING ACCESS BY VETERANS TO 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. 

S8.39te 
£/3?f/J 

This bill proposes that Veterans' Aid and Attendance be excluded from determining Hf2J5~5D 
eligibility for DSS programs and services. We believe that the impact would be minimal HIL!J!r 
due to the small. number of clients that would be affected and could easily be -bl ;..o..v I 
~mpleme?ted by.the depa~m~nt on behalfofve~erans. Therefore, based on the IJjJ._t:-ll-51) 
mformatlon we have at this tlme, we support this proposal. ~n_.u~,'2""'-~~-="""~""::""" 

!±(),9tJ6 
S.B. No. 392 (RAISE])) AN ACT CONCERNING PHARMACY MEDICAID .Jd654J_& 
REIMBURSEMENT. ::-

1 
L, 

,: H1)5~11 
The purpose of this bill is to establish various reimbursement rates for different types of I J ll.:c'tlll h 
pharmacies. Reimbursement would be based on whether a retail pharmacy is a chain -t;:.IJ;ct+D U 
versus an independent pharmacy. The language in this bill distinguishes independent Jit,?SLf?) / 
pharmacies from chain pharmacies based on ownership (privately owned versus publicly 
traded) and by the number of in-state stores. -t:f£,54~k 

1±85"41.2 
The CT Pharmacy Association has for years advocated for the department to establish 
differential reimbursement for independent pharmacies and chain pharmacies. Due to the 
volume of transactions, chain pharmacies have enhanced negotiating power and are able 
to purchase pharmaceuticals at a much more discounted rate than independent 
pharmacies. 

While this proposal is well-intended, funding was not included in the Governor's 
recommended budget adjustments to support this increase. Therefore, this proposal 
cannot be supported by the depa1tment. 
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