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Thank you .

REP. BERGER: Thank you, Senator.
your testimony.

Thank you for

Helen Rosenberg.
HELEN ROSENBERG: Good morning, Chairmen Berger and
LeBeau, and members of the committee. My name
is Helen Rosenberg.
I'm an economic
development officer with the city of New
Haven's Office of Economic Development. And I
am speaking on behalf of the City to express
support for House Bill 5342, which will expand
the eligibility for providing brownfield loans
to include projects that produce, among other
types of housing, affordable housing units and
workforce housing.

•

While the current law includes housing to
serve the needs of first-time homebuyers, the
revised language recognizes the high demand
for work -- workforce housing in our
communities. There are many brownfields in
New Haven and other communities that are not
suitable for industrial use because of their
location. And, as a matter of fact, there's
several manufacturing -- foam manufacturing
sites that have been successfully converted to
rental housing in the city.
In New Haven, the economy is picking up and
New Haven has the third lowest rental vacancy
rate in the country, so there's an increasing
need for workforce and market rate housing.
In order to attract and retain residents to
live and work in New Haven, we need individual
and multifamily housing at 80 percent to 120
percent of the adjusted median income in close
proximity to public transportation.
These revisions will add a new incentive to
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help close the gap in financing these projects
at this time when the economy is picking up.
Moreover, we urge the committee to consider
additional revision to the statute to mirror
the criteria used in the Jobs Bill Public Act
11-1 of the October Special Session. This
act, which develops a program for the
remediation of state-owned brownfields, gives
priority to projects which include the
following elements, have economic development
viability, have a predetermined end use, are
located in a municipality with an unemployment
rate that exceeds the state average
unemployment rate, have access to
transportation or other infrastructure, and
are of an environmentally urgent nation
nature, among others.
(Inaudible) these priorities -- I have thirty
seconds -- will help to incentivize the
principles of smart growth to a new sprawl.
We further urge the committee to consider
additional criteria that prioritizes projects
that are consistent with regional (inaudible)
or support reinvestment in state enterprise
zones and rehabilitation areas.
Thank you for your continued commitment to the
redevelopment of Connecticut's brownfields.
REP. BERGER: Thank you for your testimony.
Questions from the committee members?
Seeing none, thank you.
HELEN ROSENBERG:
REP. BERGER:

Thanks.

Preston Whiteway.

PRESTON WHITEWAY: Good morning.
I am Preston
Whiteway, the executive director of the Eugene
O'Neill Theater Center in Waterford.
I'm here
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The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) is Connecticut's statewide association of towns and cities
and the voice of local government - your partners in governing Connecticut. Our members represent over 90%
of Connecticut's population. We appreciate the opportunity to testify on bills of interest to towns and cities.

CCM supports H.ouse Bill 5342 "An Act Concerning Revisions to the State's Brownfields Remediation and
Development Statutes."
HB 5342 would provide targeted Brownfield loans for affordable housing projects.
This proposal would provide additional opportunities for addressing two major issues facing municipalities
across Connecticut. Providing low-interest loans to brownfield landowners and redevelopers for this purpose
will ease the pressure to utilize "greenfields" for the next building project.
CCM has long been a supporter of measures that would help encourage affordable housing, as well as the
remediation and redevelopment of blighted or contaminated brownfield properties. Brownfield remediation is
an important part of Connecticut's efforts to 1) spur development in places where the infrastructure to support it
already exists, 2) improve blighted areas, 3) limit sprawl and preserve open space in outlying areas, and 4) clean
up our environment.
CCM urges the committee to favorably report HB 5342.

*****
If you have any questions, please contact Donna Harnzy, Legislative Associate of CCM
via email dharnzy@ccm-ct.org or via phone (203) 498-3000.
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The City of New Haven would like to express support for HB 5342, which will expand the eligibility for
Brownfield loans to include projects that produce "affordable housing units, suitable for first-time home
buyers, incentive housing zones, workforce housing and other residential purposes, as approved by the
commissioner." While current law includes housing to "serve the needs of first-time home buyers" the
revised language recognizes the high demand for workforce housing in our communities.
It is important to recognize that there are many environmentally contaminated properties in center
cities. Not all of them are suitable for industrial reuse and some are in fact suitable for housing, subject
of course to a high cleanup standard. In New Haven, with the economy continuing to grow, there is an
increasing need for workforce and market rate housing. In order to attract and retain residents to live
and work in New Haven, there is strong demand for individual and multi-family housing at 80% to
120% of the adjusted median income (AMI) in close proximity to public transportation. These
revisions will add a new incentive to help close the gap in fmancing these projects at a critical time for
urban redevelopment.
Moreover, we urge the committee to consider additional revisions to the statute to mirror the criteria
used in the jobs bill, P A 11-1 of the October Special Session. This act which develops a program for
the remediation of state owned Brownfield gives priority to projects that "(1) have economic
development viability, (2) have a predeterm1ned end use, (3) are located in a municipality with an
unemployment rate that exceeds the state's average unemployment rate, (4) have access to
transportation or other infrastructure, (5) are of an environmentally urgent nature" among others.
Mirroring these priorities will help to incentivize the pnnciples·of smart growth to reduce sprawl. We
would further urge the committee to consider additional criteria that prioritizes projects that are
consistent with regional CEDS or support reinvestment in state enterprise zones and rehabilitation
areas.
We thank the committee for their continued commitment to rehabilitating Connecticut's Brownfields.
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