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REP. URBAN: And I think that it's something that we
are all concerned about and I think it would be
a really good idea. And probably one of the
things is going to be what the fiscal note --

SENATOR MEYER: Yeah.

REP. URBAN: -- looks at it -- looks like in this --
-and of course, in the long run, whatever we put
into these children we'll get back.

SENATOR MEYER: Yeah. You know, it's going to be a
difficult fiscal note because we don't really
know how many kin, grandparents in particular,
will pick up children. 1It'll be just a
projection, you know, a guesstimate. And --
but -- wow. 1It's a great family bill.

REP. URBAN: BAnd I'd just ask if Representative
Thompson has any questions for you.

Thanks, Senator, we appreciate it.
Next on our list is Elaine Zimmerman.
Good morning, Elaine.

ELAINE ZIMMERMAN: Representative Urban,

Representative Thompson and members of the g/
committee. My name's Elaine Zimmerman with the LiZ&fi__@
Connecticut Commission on Children. I'm here Hzﬁ 52!4’

today in support of a few bills before you.

We are notably burying children in our state in
smaller and smaller coffins. And every week we tu%<:503
are hearing on the news of children shooting o s
one another or being shot by an adult. So it H{b(/}%\
is high time we created a task force to look at

what we can do and what we can do immediately. Hﬁ?&)\(ér)—
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" A few suggestions for Proposal 5816 would be to

add the Department of Public Safety, which
would include the state police and the chief
state attorney office. We have seen nationally
Representative Candelaria speaking in support
of this bill, 5816.

We have seen through Fight Crime, Invest in
Kids nationally, ‘when the police are brought in
-- there is an incredible coalition of police,
sheriffs, prosecutors, attorney generals,
across the country that have done just this and
looked at how to intervene and how to intervene
rapidly with researched based models. ' They've
come up with four.

We may like them, we may find that actually,
those aren't the case in our state. But the
four they came up with nationally on this
question were a high quality early care in Ed,
home visitation with intensive voluntary parent
coaching of at-risk parents, effective in
school and after school programs and proven
interventions for troubled adolescents and
families. We're also glad to join this task
force and to help in any way and to link to the
national research.

You have a host of bills in front of you that
are inextricably linked to the work that was
done -last year in your session, which
Representative Urban chaired. We learned last
year that fully 28 percent of our state's
children have parents with no full time, year
round employment. We also learned to my
personal dismay that the one indicator that
helps parents no longer be homeless is child
care. As soon as they have the child care or
their child enters kindergarten then they can
begin to deal with what they need to deal with.

000195
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SENATOR MUSTO: And Joel Rosenberg from Connecticut
Youth Services Association. Good afternoon,
Mr. Rosenberg.

JOEL ROSENBERG: Senator Musto, Representative Urban
and honorahkle members of the Children's
Committee, thank you for this opportunity to
provide testimony.- My name is Joel Rosenberg
and I represent AHM, Andover Hebron Marlborough
Youth and Family Services. In addition, I'm
the president of the Connecticut Youth Services
Association, ‘the lead agency consisting of a
network of 100 YSBs serving 135 towns -- cities
and towns across the state of Connecticut.

Today I'm testifying in support of proposed
bill, HB 5816, AN ACT ESTABLISHING A TASK FORCE
ON YOUTH VIOLENCE. As a professional in the
field of service to youth and families, I am in
full agreement that youth violence has become
an issue demanding multi-systemic attention

- from our families, communities, schools, local
and state government.

We're amidst a culture of violence that spreads
across multiple domains. And influences
children and youth to make decisions that, at
the very least, are both costly and dangerous,
and at the very worst, devastating and deadly.

Connecticut Youth Services Association is also
in agreement that youth violence must be
addressed. We must focus on our youth not only
as our future, but as our immediate present.
Our young people are severely at risk for
criminal activities, substance abuse, teen
pregnancy, school dropout and violence in the
home, school and community.

Moreover, behaviors such as these and, in
particular, violence is an economic liability

000276
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as city and state funds pay for the aftermath
of these behaviors through police and court
interventions, out of district residential
placements and incarceration. We believe that
these results can result in a wide range of
economic impact and damage to our communities.

It is time for the state of Connecticut to make
a serious commitment to addressing the violent
nature of its youth and thereby change the
course of so many who are on the path to
destruction.

Connecticut Youth Services Association and its
membership of Youth Service Bureaus across the
state and youth serving professionals stand
ready to assist the General Assembly in any way
that we can. Trained and seasoned, its
statewide network of municipal and nonprofit
agency staff offer support in terms of
research, resource development, community
involvement and advocacy to address the needs
of youth.

CYSA, the professional organization that serves
as the collective voice of the Connecticut
Youth Service Bureau system is dedicated to
promoting quality services for Connecticut's
children, youth and families. These Youth
Service Bureaus exist for the purpose of
evaluation, planning, coordination and
implementation of prevention, intervention and
treatment services for delinquent and
predelinquent youth amongst a host of other
youth behaviors addressed in enabling
legislétion and statutorily mandated by CGS-10-
.19M through P.

Therefore in consideration of AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A TASK FORCE IN YOUTH VIOLENCE,
the Connecticut Youth Services Association and
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membership Youth Service Bureaus, in carrying
out their statutory mission and
responsibilities is willingly offering to
provide and support in any way -- support
regarding this proposed bill. CYSA would be
pleased to be counted on as a member of the
task force on youth violence. Thank you for
the opportunity to offer testimony on this
bill.

SENATOR MUSTO: Thank you, Mr. Rosenberg. Are there

REP.

questions from members of the committee?
Please.

CANDELARIA: Thank you. I just want to thank
you for coming out and supporting this bill.
And I just -- more of a comment that I agree
totally with you. That there's a lot more that
we can.do to ensure that we -- you know,
address the issue of youth violence. As we see
it on a daily basis our youth are basically
destroying themselves. And I don't see nothing
done (sic) to address the issue or really get
to the roots of the problem. And I think that
collaboratively, we can do that if we get this
bill through and we establish this task force.

- So thank you for coming out.

JOEL

REP.

ROSENBERG: Thank you. You can count on us to
help. )

URBAN: Thank you, Representative Candelaria.
Do we have any other questions? Thank you for
your testimony.

Are the Russo family -- would they like to come
up together? We have Monique, Ashley, Steven -
- and it looks like we have more. Welcome.

MONIQUE RUSSO: Good afternoon, committee chairs and

members of the committee. My name is Monique

000278
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Representative Urban and members of the Select Committee:

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on behalf of the Connecticut Commission on Children
in support of several bills before this committee regarding youth violence, family supports and

particular bills that will help families during this recession.
%I 1. %/’)7 17

Violence Prevention
We are burying children in smaller and smaller coffins. The Connecticut news reports shootmgs

and death of young teens routinely. The Commission on Children strongly supports Proposed

Bill 5816 to study youth violence. We need the best minds in the state working together on this [ Ig 5503
issue. I would recommend the addition to the task force of the Department of Public Safety —

which includes the State Police — and the Chief State’s Attorney’s Office. It is important to have
law enforcement and prosecutors involved in this effort. Our agency is glad also to participate - y
and to link the work of other states such as Fight Crime, Invest in Kids. '

The work of Fight Crime: Invest in Kids offers a strong national example on which the state task
force could build. This organization of more than 5,000 police chiefs, sheriffs, prosecutors,
attorneys general, other law enforcement leaders and violence survivors has produced strong
evidence that early investment in children is a key component in crime prevention.

Fight Crime identifies four key steps proven to prevent crime: high-quality early care and
education, voluntary parent coaching to at-risk parents through home visiting and other
programs, effective in-school and after school programs, and proven interventions for troubled
adolescents and their families.

The Recession and Family Life

The recession before us has shown a dramatic rise in unemployment, domestic violence, and
family stress. Dr. Kenneth Land from Duke University reported that virtually all the progress
made in children’s economic well-being since 1975 is likely to be wiped out by the downturn. .

18-20 Trinity St. Hartford, CT 06106 Phone: (860) 240-0290 Fax: (860) 240-0248 Website: cga.ct.gov/coc
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Already, the evidence is staggering. Here in Connecticut, more children are hungry, homeless,
and living in families under tremendous stress. Fully 28 percent of the state’s children have
parents with no full-time, year-round employment. Home foreclosures have pushed many
families into the rental market, which in turn is driving up rents — despite falling incomes and
rising unemployment. As a result, many families won’t find housing at all. In just one year
Connecticut homeless shelters reported a 30 percent increase in the number of families they had
to turn away due to lack of space.

What we do now will influence a near decade for children. Thus any policies that bolster the
supports that families need right now are paramount. They need to buffer against unemployment
and homelessness and to help children and youth remain on a trajectory for success as adults.

Parents cannot get out of unemployment or homelessness, without childcare. They should be part
of the Care 4 Kids program as Care 4 Kids is intended for those most in need of care in order to
work. H.B. 5293, An Act Extending the “Care 4 Kids” Program to Families with a Parent
who is Actively Seeking Employment will help parents work and children thrive.

Many youth are running away due to extreme family stress and/or to simply help out the family
budget by decreasing costs in a household. Many low income youth are not able to attend college
or stay in college. This is both due to cost as well as needing to help out other family members
who have lost their jobs and to care for the younger children and elders in families. .Other youth
are simply forgotten because they are adopted or living with kin. Proposed bills H.B. 5120, An
Act Concerning Educational Financial Assistance for Children Adopted Through the
Department of Children and Families and proposed S.B. 135, An Act Concerning
Postsecondary Educational Financial Assistance for Children in Kinship Care

recognize the youth who are not with their biological families of origin, but are nonetheless with
their families and need support for college.

The recession is increasing family stressors which impact children. At the extreme, this includes
violence, substance abuse and crime. Two bills before this committee ensure taking action if a
child is in a car with someone drinking and through serious mental health intervention if a youth
abuses animals. Research informs us that if you harm an animal, you are likely to next harm a
human. The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence conducted a study in which 85
percent of women and 63 percent of children reported incidents of pet abuse in their families
after arriving at domestic violence shelters.

Getting the help that is needed to address the mental health needs of these young people is a
smart way to prevent future, predictable violence Thus the Commission supports both Proposed

-S.B. 746, An Act Requiring an Investigation by the Department of Children and Families
When a Person is Arrested for Drunken Driving with a Child in the Vehicle and Raised
H.B. 5814, An Act Concerning Children and Cruelty to Animals

With limited resources and a growing debt, Connecticut must ensure that we invest in children
wisely and that our policies and programs promote the outcomes we are looking for. We have no
time for failure and guess work. Thus we support Raised H.B. 6282, An Act Requiring an
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Senator Musto, Representative Urban, and Honorable Members of the Children’s Committee:

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. My name is Joel Rosenberg. I represent
AHM (Andover, Hebron, Marlborough) Youth Services. In addition I am the President of
Connecticut Youth Services Association, the lead agency consisting of a network of 100 YSBs
serving 135 cities and towns across the state of Connecticut.

Today, I am testifying in support of Proposed Bjll, HB 5816, AN ACT ESTABLISHING A TASK
FORCE ON YOUTH VIOLENCE.

As a professional in the field of service to youth and families, I am in full agreement that Youth
Violence has become an issue demanding multi-systemic attention from our families, communities,
schools, local and state government. We are amidst a culture of violence that spreads across
multiple domains, and influences children and youth to make decisions that are at the very least,
costly and dangerous...and at worst devastating and deadly.

Connecticut Youth Services Association is also in agreement that Youth Violence must be
addressed. We must focus on our youth not only as our future, but as our immediate present. Our
young people are severely at risk for criminogenic activities, substance abuse, teen pregnancy,
school drop-out, and violence in the home, school, and the community. Moreover, behaviors such
as these, and in particular violence is an economic liability as city and state funds pay for the
aftermath of these behaviors through police and court intervention, out of district residential
placement, and incarceration. These problems result in poor bond ratings, higher mill rates, and the
lack of business development in distressed urban communities, thereby furthering the economic

damage.

It is time for the state of Connecticut to make a serious commitment to addressing the violent nature
of its youth, and thereby change the course of so many who are on a path of destruction.
Connecticut Youth Services Association and its membership of Youth Service Bureaus and youth
serving professionals stand ready to assist the General Assembly in any way that it can. Trained
and seasoned, its statewide network of municipal and non-profit agency staff offer support in terms
of research, resource development, community involvement, and advocacy to address the needs of

youth.

CYSA, the professional organization that serves as the collective voice of the Connecticut Youth
Service Bureau system, is dedicated to promoting quality services for Connecticut’s children, youth, and
families.

P.O. Box 551 * Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.ctyouthservices.org * E-mail: cysa@ctyouthservices.org
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Youth Service Bureaus exist for the purposes of evaluation, planning, coordination and
implementation of prevention, intervention, and treatment services for delinquent and pre-
delinquent youth, amongst a host of other youth behaviors addressed in the enabling legislation and

statutory mandate of C.G.S. 10-19m-p.

Therefore, in consideration of AN ACT ESTABLISHING A TASK F ORCE ON YOUTH
VIOLENCE, the Connecticut Youth Services Association and membership Youth Service Bureaus,
in carrying out their statutory mission openly and willingly offer to provide any support whatsoever
regarding the proposed bill. The Connecticut Youth Services would be pleased to be counted on as
a member of the TASK FORCE ON YOUTH VIOLENCE.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony regarding this bill.

Joel Rosenberg,
Executive Director, AHM Youth Services
President, Connecticut Youth Services Association

CYSA, the professional organization that serves as the collective voice of the Connecticut Youth
Service Bureau system, is dedicated to promoting quality services for Connecticut’s children, youth, and
families.

P.O. Box 551 * Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.ctyouthservices.org * E-mail: cysa@ctyouthservices.org
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES May 25,
Those voting Nay 0
Those absent and not voting 15

DEPUTY SPEAKER KIRKLEY-BEY:

The bill passes.

(Deputy Speaker Godfrey in the Chair.)

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Mr. Clerk, if you'd please call Calendar
229.
THE CLERK:

On page 40, Calendar 229, substitute for

House Bill Number 5816, AN ACT ESTABLISHING A

WORKING GROUP ON YOUTH VIOLENCE, favorable
report by the Government Administration and
Elections Committee.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

The gentleman from New Haven,
Representative Candelaria.

Representative Candelaria.
REP. CANDELARIA (95th):

Good evening, Mr. Speaker.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Good evening, sir.

457
2011
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REP. CANDELARIA (95th):

Mr. Speaker, I move for acceptance of the
joint committee's favorable report and passage
of the bill.

DEPUTY éPEAKER GODFREY:

The question is on acceptance of the joint
committee's favorable report and passage of the
bill.

Would you remark, sir. Explain the bill.
REP. CANDELARIA (95th):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this bill is
to convene a working group to study and make
recommendations on ways to reduce youth
violence in the state of Connecticut. The
working group shall include, but not limit it
to representatives from local law-enforcement
agencies, providers of services to youth
exposed to violence, local boards of education,
organizations with expertise in juvenile
delicacy or youth violence matters.

Youth violence refers to harmful behaviors
that can start early and continue into the

young adulthood. These youth can be victims,

004844
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offenders or witness to violence. Youth

violence is widespread in the United States.

It is the second-leading cause of deaths for

youth between the ages of 10 and 24.

Deaths resulting from youth violence are
only part of the problem. Many young people
seek medical care for violence-related
injuries. These entries can include cuts,
bruises, broken bones and gunshot wounds. Some
injuries like gunshot wounds can lead to
lasting disabilities.

Youth violence can also affect health of
communities. It can increase their health care
costs, decrease property values, disrupt social
services.

The ultimate goal of this bill is to put
all the state resources to work and stop youth
violence before it starts.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I move for its
adoption.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:
Thank you, sir.
Will you remark further on the bill?

Representative Wood of the 141st.
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REP. WOOD (141st):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I also rise in support of this bill and to
support what Representative Candelaria has
said. This is something that makes a lot of
sense. We need to reduce the violence and the
anger and the frustration that these kids feel.
And this would be a very positive step towards
doing this and I urge you all to support this.

It had also passed out of three committees
unanimously: Children's, Human Services and
GAE.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Thank you, madam.

The distinguished Deputy Speaker from
Hartford Representative Kirkley-Bey.

REP. KIRKLEY-BEY (5th):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I may have been on my way to sit down when
Representative Candelaria was articulating who
should be a part of this committee, but in
listening to what I heard I didn't hear him say

the YMCA, the Boys and Girls Club -- which
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already have a history of being able to do
this.

I didn't hear him say Boy's and Girl's
Clubs. I didn't hear him say those entities
that already have a history of helping these
kids stay out of trouble. And so I'm saying
you don't just want the punishers. You want
the people who know how to do it.

And I wish you would include that in the
bill. If not, I'll write an amendment while
we're waiting.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Will you remark further on the bill? If
not --

The gentlewoman from the 143rd,
Representative Lavielle.

REP. LAVIELLE (143zrd):

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

I just have a couple of questions for
clarification, if I may?

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Please proceed.
REP. LAVIELLE (143rd):

Through you, I like to ask the good

004847
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Representative what the difference is between a
task force and a working group and why this is
a working group.

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Candelaria, do you care to
respond?

REP. CANDELARIA (95th):

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

Task force, working group, I think it's --
it has, at the end of the day, it has the same
definition in trying to meet the goal of what
we intended to do through this legislation.

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER KIRKLEY-BEY:

Representative Lavielle.
REP. LAVIELLE (143rd):

Okay. Thank you.

I had thought there had been a change in
terminology and that there was some intent
behind it and I was seeking to clarify that,
but I'm assuming, through you, Mr. Speaker,
that there wasn't, that it's indifferent then,

the use of terminology.
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Through you.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:
Is that a question, ma'am?
REP. LAVIELLE (143rd):

That is a question. The use of the
terminology then is indifferent. 1Is it?

Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Candelaria.
REP. CANDELORA (86th):

Can -- through you, Mr. Speaker, I
apologize. Can you repeat the question please?
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Lavielle, could you repeat
the question?

REP. LAVIELLE (143rd):

Thank you. I didn't do it very well the
first time. I was just clarifying, through
you, Mr. Speaker, that then the use of the
terminology is completely indifferent and there
was no intent behind the change from taék force
to working group.

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

004849
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Representative Candelaria.

REP. CANDELARIA (95th):

Through you, Mr. Speaker, that's correct.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Lavielle.

REP. LAVIELLE (143rd):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

And I also would like to know whether this
covers all forms of youth violence,
particularly the kinds that we've been talking
about in some of our committees recently, like
dating violence, domestic violence as well as
violent crimes.

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Candelaria.
REP. CANDELARIA (95th):

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

That would be correct. This will address
all types of youth violence. It could be
through bullying. It could be youth involved
in gangs. A lot of different -- every type of
youth violence that it encompasses will be

reviewed through this working group.

-~
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Through you, Mr. Speaker.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:
Representative Lavielle.
REP. LAVIELLE (143rd):

Thank you.

And one more, through you, Mr. Speaker. I
thoroughly support this and I think it's a very
high priority right now in all kinds of ways.

Just to clarify, could we do this if we
didn't have a piece of legislation? Do we need
the law to do it?

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Candelaria.
REP. CANDELARIA (95th):

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

I think that it could be possible that can
be done through -- without the actual
legislation, but I think that the legislation
ensures that the working group actually does
convene, that they look for solutions to the
youth problem and actually come back to us with
a recommendation. And the language of the bill

also specified a specific date when they need
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to report to us.

So I think that the language ensures that
it does happen within a timeframe and there's a
report to the whole body.

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Lavielle.
REP. LAVIELLE (143rd):

I thank the Representative for his
answers, Mr. Speaker. And I do support the
bill.

Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Thank you, madam.

The gentlewoman from the 43rd,
Representative Urban.

REP. URBAN (43rd):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would just like to thank the good
Representative for bringing this to the
attention of the Children's Committee and I
urge my colleagues to support it.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Thank you, madam.

004852
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The gentleman from the 1l4th,
Representative Aman.

REP. AMAN (1l4th):

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

There's no question that youth violence
especially in our urban areas is a very serious
problem and a problem that's been going on for
way, way too many years. I am also aware that
during the last, 10, 15 years there's been
literally hundreds of studies done, working
groups put together, task forces being put
together on the problems of youth and violence.

And through you, Mr. Speaker, I'd like to
know how this group is going to be different
than all the others that have done it and what
type of recommendations are expected to come
from this group that have not been previously
made.

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Candelaria.
REP. CANDELARIA (95th):

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

There's a lot of studies that have been
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done. I think that not specifically looking at
youth violence as the typical issue, I think
this bill encompasses all of those and puts all
those, all of our state resources to work
towards the benefit of our youth.

I think that, you know, having all these
people from different agencies, the local law
enforcement can come up with recommendations in
ways that we as legislators can utilize that
data to come up with policy that will ensure
that, you know, we reduce youth violence in our
urban cities.

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Aman.
REP. AMAN (14th):

Yes. I thank the proponent for his
answer.

I'm just looking at it and thinking that,
been there, done this any a number of times. I
wish this group the very best of luck, but I
have a feeling that on January 2, 2012, when we
receive the report we're going to be looking at

it and saying we've seen all of these
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recommendations many, many times. We've
written laws to impact these same
recommendations, and not see anything really
new.

But again, I wish this group the best of
luck and hopefully we will see something next
year that will help to address the problem that
we have not seen before.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Thank you, sir.

The gentleman from the 2nd, Representative
Carter.

REP. CARTER (2nd):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

One question to the proponent of the bill,
through you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Please frame your guestion, sir.
REP. CARTER (2nd):

Excuse me?

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:
Please proceed.
REP. CARTER (2nd):

Okay. Thank you.

004855
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This actually takes a long time I see. As
a freshman I look back and see in 2007 we were
still iooking at the same issue.and 1t seemed
like you didn't get anywhere. So I would
actually say this is a great thing that we're
looking at it now and I applaud that and I will
support it.

The one question I do have is, about the
same time we were looking at giving money to
the Department of Education for municipalities
to do after school programs to -- for the same
goal, to reduce substance abuse and to get
youth busy so we didn't have any problems.

My question is, at that time did that come
from a working group? I mean, where there any
working groups around back in 2007 or before?

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Candelaria.
REP. CANDELORA (86th):

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

To answer the gentleman's question, to be
honest with you, I'm not quite sure.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:
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Representative Carter.

REP. CARTER (2nd):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

And thank you to the proponent for his
answer. I do support this. I think it does
make common sense that we do something
proactive. So with that I urge everybody to
support the bill.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Thank you, sir.

The gentleman from the 106th,
Representative Lyddy.

REP. LYDDY (106th):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Very quickly, I too rise in strong support
of this piece of legislation. Everyday our
children are dying, our families are being
split and we -- this is not an issue of the
past, as has been suggested.

Certainly our efforts in many areas have
been promising and perhaps even blueprint
models for other states and communities to

utilize. We need to continue to address and
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invest in preventative measures so that we can
continue to address not only the youth
violence, but also the violence in families and
communities 1n general.

So thank you, Mr. Speaker and I urge
adoption of this legislation.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Thank you, sir.

The gentleman from the 3lst,
Representative Srinivasan.

REP. SRINIVASAN (31st):

Thank y;u, Mr. Speaker.

I do rise in support of this bill. I
definitely feel that it's necessary. But
through you, Mr. Speaker just a question to the
proponent.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Please proceed, sir.
REP. SRINIVASAN (31lst):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I'm looking at the fiscal note on this
bill and I see in fiscal year 12 a bill of
about -- it costs us about $5,000 for this

particular bill, for this service.
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My question to you -- through you, Mr.

Speaker, is the staff that is going to be used
for developing this particular program, or
working on this program, I see the fiscal note
is for the reimbursement of the mileage -- I
definitely understand that -- but that staff
obviously is taken away from something else
that they are doing to be able to do this. I
mean, there's only so much anybody can do in a
given day.

So my concern is that do you think
realistically the staff that you have would be
adequate for this particular job? Or would we
be looking at hiring new people and changing
the fiscal note in that particular situation so
that we have a bill and we have a report which
is meaningful come January next year?

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:
Representative Candelaria.
REP. CANDELARIA (95th):
Through you, Mr. Speaker.
Actually the staff that's going to be --

probably participate in this working group that
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will be part of this State will be through the
available appropriations that has already been
studied for them in their budgets, so we will
not be hiring new staff.

And the other organizations will be local
police departments or organizations that have
experience working with youth violence or
similar issues, that will probably donate their
time to come and serve on this task force and
coﬁe up with solutions.

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Srinivasan.
REP. SRINIVASAN (31st):

Yeah. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Thank you, sir.

The gentleman from Southbury,
Representative O'Neill.

REP. O'NEILL (69th):

Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In looking at the history of this bill, I
just have a question. It started out as a

proposed bill calling for a task force. It
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ended up as a file copy calling for a working
group. In looking at the general composition
of the task force and the general composition
of the working group it seems like it's very
much the same individuals that will tend to be
involved.

If T could just ask, through you, Mr.
Speaker, what is the significance of it being a
working group versus being a task force?

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Candelaria.
REP. CANDELARIA (95th):

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

I have to confer with the chair of the
Children's Committee why the change was made.
And it is not -- a working -- basically,
similar -- in the same -- trying to accomplish
the same task.

But working group is defining more that,
you know, we want people to actually be
participants of this group, that we actually
come up with solutions that we can actually
utilize as a body so that we could implement a

policy that will help reduce youth violence.
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Through you, Mr. Speaker.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:
Representative O'Neill.
REP. O'NEILL (69th):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I guess I've been on a number of task
forces over Fhe years in the Legislature and
seen others that have produced reports that
have been acted upon -- or acted upon by the
Legislature.

I'm just wondering, is there some reason
why this particular one was -- ultimately ended
up being designated.as a working group? Does
that give it more authority? 1I'm just not sure
what the difference is between a working group
and a task force, if -- why the change was
made.

Through you, Mr. Speaker, if there could
be -- I understand I was given an answer, but
I'm still not sure, because it seems like we
ask task forces to do the same work, come up
with a set of proposals for the Legislature to
act upon in a subsequent session of the

Legislature.
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I think this the first time that I
recollect a working group being enacted by a
statute. Perhaps there are others, but I'm
just wondering why a task force was converted
into a working group during the course of the
history of the bill.

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Candelaria.
REP. CANDELARIA (95th):

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

I wish I could have a better answer, but
basically I view it the same way; working
group, task force. I think that the intent for
changing the language, particularly directs to,
you know, having probably more a group that
spends more quality time in establishing the
goals of -- that this bill tries to set
forward.

So I see it, to be honest with you, I see
it as similar, for the same thing.

Through you, Mr. Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative O'Neill.
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REP. O'NEILL (69th):
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I guess there really is no difference
between a task force and a working group for
the purposes that we're operating under here
today.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:
Thank you, sir.
Will you remark further on the bill? Waill
you remark further on the bill? If not, staff
and guests please come to the well of the
House. Members take their seats. The machine
will be open.
THE CLERK:

The House of Representatives is voting by

roll call. Members to the Chamber. The House

is taking a roll call vote. Members to the
Chamber, please.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Have all the members voted? Have all the
numbers voted? Is your vote properly recorded?
If so, the machine will be locked. The Clerk
will take the tally. And the Clerk will

announce the tally.
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THE CLERK:

House Bill 5816.

Total number voting 139
Necessary for adoption 70
Those voting Yea 139
Those voting Nay 0
Those absent and not voting 12

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

The bill is passed.

The House will stand at ease.

(Chamber at ease.)

(Speaker Donovan in the Chair.)
SPEAKER DONOVAN:

The House will come back to order.

Will the Clerk please call Calendar Number
96.

THE CLERK:

On page 5, Calendar 96, Substitute for
House Bill Number 6282, AN ACT REQUIRING AN
ANNUAL RESULTS-BASED ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT CARD
EVALUATING STATE POLICIES AND PROGRAMS

IMPACTING CHILDREN, favorable report by the
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Hold on. Hold on a minute sir. Excuse me sir.

Would you repeat that one more time sir?

"SENATOR LOONEY:

It was page 25. Excuse me, Madam President,

it’s calendar page 25, Calendar 580, Substitute for

House Bill 6250.

THE CHAIR:

So ordered sir.

SENATOR LOONEY:
Thank you, Madam President.

And the final item placed on the Consent

Calendar at this time is on calendar page 23,

Calendar 569, Substitute for House Bill 5816.

THE CHAIR:

So ordered sir.

SENATOR LOONEY:
Thank you, Madam President.
Madam President, if the Clerk might call the
second Consent Calendar.
THE CHAIR:
Mr. Clerk.
THE CLERK:

Madam President.
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From the items previously placed on the Consent
Calendar, the first one is on calendar page 12,

Calendar 507, Substitute for House Bill Number 6295.

The second is on page 20, Calendar number 556,

House Bill 6249.

The next is on calendar page 23, House Bill

569, I mean Calendar 596, House Bill 5816.

Next is on page 25, Calendar 580, House Bill

6250,

The next is on page 44, Calendar 296, Senate
Bill 1160.
THE CHAIR:

Will you call for a roll call vote, please?
And the machine will be open.
THE CLERK:

An immediate roll call vote has been ordered in
the Senate. Will all Senators please return to the
Chamber. An_immediate roll call vote has been

ordered in the Senate. Will all Senators please

return to the Chamber.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Musto, will you join us in a vote
please?

Thank you sir.
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If all members have voted. All members have
voted. The machine will be closed and Mr. Clerk
will you call the tally?

THE CLERK:
Madam President.

Vote on the second Consent Calendar.

Total Number Voting 36

Those voting Yea 36

Those voting Nay 0

Those absent and not voting 0
THE CHAIR:

Consent Calendar 2 has passed.

Senator Looney.
SENATOR LOONEY:

Thank you, Madam President.

Madam President, would move all items voted
this evening that require additional action in the
House of Representatives be immediately transmitted.
THE CHAIR:

See no objections, so ordered sir.

SENATOR LOONEY:
Thank you, Madam President.
Madam President, since it is midnight I was

tempted to make a motion for sine die but I think

006601



	2011Cards
	2011COMMBINDINGFICHE
	2011, SELECT COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN,  P. 1-285
	2011COMMBINDINGFICHE
	2011, SELECT COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN,  P. 308-593
	2011HOUSEBINDING&FICHEBOOK
	2011, HOUSE PROCEEDINGS, P. 4837-5122
	2011SENATEBINDING&FICHEBOOK
	S – 632
	CONNECTICUT
	6546-6914 S – 633

	2011 SENATE P. 6546-6831

