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DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

The, bill is passed.

The Clerk please call Calendar 134. .
THE CLERK:

On page number 12, Calendar 134, House Bill

Number 6444, AN ACT CLARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF

"EMERGENCY" AND "MAJOR DISASTER," favorable report of the
Committee on Public Safety and Security.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

The gentleman from West Haven, Representative
Dargan.
REP. DARGAN (115th}):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I move acceptance of the joint committee's favorable
report and passage of the bill.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

The question is on acceptance and message. Will you
explain the bill please, sir.
REP. DARGAN (115th):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

This bill just update and clarifies which emergencies
and disasters can be included underneath the appropriate
terms of the bill. It basically lets the governor of our

state expand what's underneath our federal definition of
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the Stafford Act, that the Governor of the state could
declare what a civil preparedness emergency is within our
state.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Thank you.

Representative Giegler.
REP. GIEGLER (138th):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

A question to the chairman of the Public Safety
Committee.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Please frame your question, madam.
REP. GIEGLER (138th):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In lines 24 through 29 it defines emergency. Does
this definition that is before us now -- would that apply
to the previous bill that we heard today, 64452
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Dargan, do you care to respond?
REP. DARGAN (115th):

Thank you very much.

To the ranking member of public safety, I would say
that this bill and the area that she defines from 24 to.

29 gives what emergency means and that determination from
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the governor of our state.

Through you, Mr. Speaker.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Giegler.
REP. GIEGLER (138th):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

So this would mean that state-declared emergencies
would fall under this definition of emergency.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Dargan.
REP. DARGAN (115th):

Through you, Mr. Speaker, that is correct. Yes.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Representative Giegler.

REP. GIEGLER (138th):

All right. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And thank you
to the chairman of the Public Safety Committee.

I am in full support of the bill before us. It also
went out of the Public Safety Committee without any
objections.

Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Thank you, madam.

Will you remark further on the bill? Will you remark

000993
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further on this bill? If not, staff and guests please come
to the well of the House. Members take their seats. The
machine will be open.

THE CLERK:

The House of Representatives is voting by roll call.

Members to the Chamber. Members to the Chamber. The
House is voting by roll call.
DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

Have all the members voted? Have all the members
voted? 1If so the machine will be locked. The Clerk takes
the tally. And the Clerk will announce the tally.

THE CLERK:

House Bill Number 6444.

Total Number voting 140
Necessary for adoption 71
Those voting Yea 140
Those voting Nay l 0
Those absent and not voting 10

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:

The bill is passed.

The House will stand at ease.

(Chamber at ease.)
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ROBERT ROSS: Indoor. Yep.

SENATOR HARTLEY: Okay. Well, then that is beyond the
scope.

ROBERT ROSS: Right. Okay.

SENATOR HARTLEY: That's all I'm trying to get at.
Thank you very much.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

REP. DARGAN: Further questions from committee
members? Hearing none.

Thank you very much for your testimony, Rob.
ROBERT ROSS: Thank you.
REP. DARGAN: The next presenter is Commissioner Peter

Boynton, the Department of Emergency Management
and Homeland Security.

001013

COMMISSIONER PETER BOYNTON: Good morning, Senator jiedﬂﬁﬂis

Hartley, Representative Dargan, members of the
Public Safety Security Committee. My name's
Peter Boynton. I'm the Commissioner of the
Department of Emergency Management and Homeland
Security.

The first bill I'd like to comment on is H.B.
6444, AN ACT CLARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF
EMERGENCY IN MAJOR DISASTER. And there's

actually two items within that bill.

The first is to clarify the definitions of "major
disaster" and "emergency" and make it easier to
apply during an emergency situation by
re-defining major disaster to include
catastrophes for which the Governor has declared
a civil preparedness emergency and by re-defining
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"emergency" to include state-declared
emergencies.

Currently, the definitions mirror the federal
Stafford Act language to be used only when a
disaster or emergency rises to the level of a
presidential declaration, and this change would
reflect the actual usage of the terms at the
state level.

And the second item I'd like to comment on in
that bill is that it would change the term "local
civil preparedness director" to "local emergency
management director." We view the two terms as
interchangeable, but most often those individuals
are referred to as emergency management rather
than civil preparedness directors.

The second bill I'd like to comment on is H.B.
6445, AN ACT CONCERNING EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION
SYSTEMS OR ENS. Those are vital tools to alert
the public in the event of an emergency. And
there's actually two items within that bill.

The first is to exempt any subscriber or
emergency contact information collected for
what's known as CT Alert, for the purpose of the
Emergency Notification System from disclosure
under the Freedom of Information Act. We believe
that the general public will be less likely to
sign up for these critical alert functions if
their contact information then became available
for other purposes.

And the second item in that bill is to change how
the subscriber information, the contact
information, can be used from life-threatening
emergencies to emergencies. This will clarify
for the users how they need to use that system.

And I just want to thank you for the opportunity
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Good Morming Senator Hartley, Representative Dargan and members of the Public Safety and
Security Committee. Thank you for this opportunity to comment on two bills before you today.

The first bill I would like to comment on is HB 6444-An Act Clarifying The Definition of
“Emergency” And “Major Disaster”.

This bill makes the definitions of “major disaster” and “emergency” clearer and easier to apply
during an emergency situation by redefining “major disaster” to include catastrophes for which
the Governor has declared a civil preparedness emergency and by redefining “emergency” to
include state-declared emergencies. Currently, the definitions mirror the federal Stafford Act
language, to be used only when a disaster or emergency rises to the level of a Presidential
declaration. This change reflects the actual usage of these terms on the state level.

The bill also changes the term “local civil preparedness director” to local emergency
management director. Although we view the two terms as interchangeable, these individuals—
who serve as critical links between local response disciplines, local government, and DEMHS—
are most often now referred to as “emergency management” rather than “civil preparedness”
directors.

The second bill I would like to comment on is HB 6445-An Act Concerning Emergency
Notification Systems. Emergency Notifications Systems are vital information tools in alerting the
public of an emergency. The general public would be less likely to sign up for these critical alerts
if their contact information was available for other purposes.

This bill would exempt any subscriber or emergency contact information collected for the
purposes of an emergency notification system from disclosure under the freedom of information
act. The bill also changes how subscriber information can be used from “life threatening
emergencies” to “emergency”.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment in support of these two important pieces of
legislation.

25 SIGOURNEY STREET, 6™ FLOOR, HARTFORD, CT 06106
AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



S-616

CONNECTICUT
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
SENATE

PROCEEDINGS
2011

VOL. 54
PART 5
1390 -1734



001722

djp/gbr 31
SENATE May 12, 2011

SENATOR LOONEY :
Yes, thank you, Madame President.

Beginning on Calendar page 8, Calendar 226,

Senate Bill 1153, we'll move to place that item on the

Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:
So _moved.
SENATOR LOONEY:
Thank you, Madame President.

Calendar page 9, Calendar 233, Senate Bill 1064,

move to place this item on the Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:
Seeing no objections, so moved.
SENATOR LOONEY:
Thank you, Madame President.
Continuing Calendar page 9, Calendar 248, Senate

Bill 1150, move to place that item on the Consent

Calendar.
THE CHAIR:

Seeing no objection, so ordered.

SENATOR LOONEY:
Thank you, Madame President.
Madame President, moving to Calendar page 12,

Calendar 332, House Bill 6444, Madame President move




001723

djp/gbr 32
SENATE May 12, 2011

to place that item on the Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Seeing no objection, so ordered.

SENATOR LQONEY:
Thank you, Madame President.
Moving to Calendar page 15, Calendar 407, Senate

Bill 1209, Madame President move to place that item on

the Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Seeing no objection, so ordered.

SENATOR LOONEY:
Thank you, Madame President.
Madame President, moving to Calendar page 16,

Calendar 411, House Bill 6370, move to place this on

the Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Seeing no objection, so ordered.

SENATOR LOONEY:
Thank you, Madame President.
Moving to Calendar page 17, Calendar 415, House

Bill 6275, move to place this item on the Consent

Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Seeing no objection, sQ ordered.
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. before doing that and before votingron that Consent

Calendar, we have one additional item to add which is

Calendar page 40, Calendar 327, House Bill 6330.

THE CHAIR:

Seeing no objection, so ordered.

SENATOR LOONEY :

Thank you, Madame President. - Now if the Clerk
might call all of the items on the Consent Calendar
beforg calling for a vote on that Consent Calendar.
THE CHAIR:

Mr. Clerk will you please call the bills?

. THE CLERK:
\

From Calendar page 1, Calendar 489, Senate Joint

Resolution 47; Calendar page 8, Calendar 226

substitute for Senate Bill 1153; Calendar page 9,

Calendar 233,‘substitute for Senate Bill 1064;

Calendar page 9, Calendar 248, Senate Bill 1150;

Calendar page 11, Calendar 301, substitute of Senate

Bill 518; Calendar page 12, Calendar 332, House Bill

6444; Calendar page 15, Calendar 407, substitute of

Senate Bill 1209; Calendar page 16, Calendar 411,

House Bill 6370; Calendar page 17, Calendar 415, House
. Bill 6275; Calendar page 17, Calendar 418, House Bill

.\ 6276; Calendar page 18, Calendar 424, House Bill 6270;
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Calendar page 21, Calendar 453, substitute for House

Bill 6279; Calendar page 28, Calendar 49, substitute

for Senate Bill 480; Calendar page 34, Calendar 173,

Senate Bill 1047; Calendar page 36, Calendar 232,

Senate Bill 835; Calendar page 37, Calendar 238,

substitute for Senate Bill 1062; Calendar page 39,

Calendar 302, Senate Bill 737; Calendar page 42,

Calendar 384, substitute for Senate Bill 377.
That completes the items previously placed on the
Consent Calendar.
Madame President, I am told that there is one
more item to place. Page 40, Calendar 327. _H'ﬁleéé()
And, one other correction, Madame President. On

page 39, Calendar 302, that was voted on previously, é9ﬁ518{7

so we take that off the Consent Calendar.

That should complete the first Consent Calendar.
THE CHAIR:

Thank you. At this time I would ask you to call
for a roll call vote and I will open the machine.
THE CLERK:

The Senate is votingﬁon the first Consent

Calendar. Would all Senators please return to the

Chamber? The Senate is voting on the first Consent

Calendar. Will all Senators please return to the
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Chamber?

THE CHAIR:

Have all members voted? Have all members voted?

If all members have voted the machine will be locked

"and Mr. Clerk, will you tell the tally?

THE CLERK:

Madame President

Total Number voting 36

Necessary for adoption 19

Those voting Yea 36

Those voting Nay 0

Those absent and not voting 0
THE CHAIR:

The Consent Calendar 1 has passed, is adopted.

The Senate will stand at ease for a moment,

please.

(Chamber at ease)

THE CHAIR:
Senator Looney.
SENATOR LOONEY:
Madame President, if we might stand at ease for

just a moment.
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