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The Chamber will come back to order.
Will the Clerk please call Calendar Number 255.
THE CLERK:

On page 19, Calendar 255, Substitute for House

Bill Number 6448, AN ACT EXEMPTING CERTAIN NEW SCHOOL

BUSES FROM THE FIRST ANNUAL INSPECTION FOLLOWING THE
REGISTRATION OF SUCH BUSES, favorable report of the
Committee on Transportation.
DEPUTY SPEAKER RYAN:

I'll call upon the Chairman of the Transportation
Committee, Representative Guerrera of the 29th.
REP. GUERRERA (29th):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I move acceptance of the Joint Committee's
favorable report and passage of the bill.
DEPUTY SPEAKER RYAN:

The question is acceptance of the Joint
Committee's favorable report and passage of the bill.

Representative Guerrera, you have the floor.
REP. GUERRERA (29th):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The bill is very simple and just allows any new
school bus that has been inspected by the DMV and

registered between August 1lst and the start of the new
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year to be exempt from further inspections until
September of the following year. And I urge my
colleagues for passage.
DEPUTY SPEAKER RYAN:
Thank you, Representative Guerrera.
Representative Scribner of the 107th.
REP. SCRIBNER (107th):

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I rise in support of the bill that's before us that
came out of the Transportation Committee. This is
clearly a commonsense and logical approach to lessen
the burden of reinspecting new school vehicles twice
within a very narrow time frame.

This is something that we worked out with the
industry, with municipalities and with the Department
of Motor Vehicles.

And I urge it's support. Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER RYAN:

Thank you, Representative Scribner.

Will you remark further on the bill? Will you
remark further on the bill. If not, staff and guests
please come to the well of the House. Will the members
please take your seats. The machine will be open.

THE CLERK:

001151
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The House of Representatives is voting by roll

inil; Members to the chamber. The House is voting by
roll call. Members to the chamber, please.
DEPUTY SPEAKER RYAN:

Have all members voted? Have all members voted?
Will the members please check the board to determine
if their vote is properly cast. If all members have
voted, the machine will be locked and the Clerk will
take a tally.

The Clerk will please announce the tally.
THE CLERK:

House Bill 6448.

Total Number voting 146
Necessary for adoption 74
Those voting Yea 146
Those voting Nay 0
Those absent and not voting 5

DEPUTY SPEAKER RYAN:

The bill passes.

Will the Clerk please call Calendar Number 37.
THE CLERK:

On page 31, Calendar 37, Substitute for House Bill

Number 5174, AN ACT CONCERNING STATE EMPLOYEES AND

TRAINING TO DEAL WITH WORKPLACE VIOLENCE, favorable
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SENATOR LOONEY:

Thank you, Madam President.

Continuing on matters returned from committee
calendar page 49, where we have 3 items. The first
is Calendar 409,‘Hop§g_Bil;.Numpe;=§£22;

Madam President, move to place the item on the

Consent Calendar.

- et L

THE CHAIR:

So ordered.

SENATOR LOONEY:
Thank you, Madam President.

Calendar 412, House Bill Number 5178.

Move to place the item on the Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

_So _ordered.

SENATOR LOONEY:
Thank you, Madam President.
A final item on calendar page 49, is Calendar

422, Eguse Bill Number 6448.

Madam President, move to place the item on the

Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

So quered._

SENATOR LOONEY:
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SENATE June 7, 2011
Mr. Clerk.

THE CLERK:

Immediate roll call’s been ordered in the
Senate on the Consent Calendar. Will all Senators
please return to the Chamber. Immediate roll call’s
been ordered in the Senate on the Consent Calendar.
Will all Senators please return to the Chamber.

THE CLERK:

Madam President, the items placed..
THE CHAIR:

I would ask the Chamber to be quiet please so
we can hear the call of the Calendar for the Consent
Calendar.

Thank you.

Please proceed, Mr. Clerk
THE CLERK:

Madam President, the items placed on the first
Consent Calendar begin on calendar page 5, Calendar

336, House Bill 5697.

Calendar page 7, Calendar 421, Substitute for

House Bill 6126.

Calendar page 8, Calendar 449, Senate Bill

1149,
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. Calendar page 10, Calendar 470, Substitute for

House Bill 5340. Calendar 474, Substitute for House

P
Bill 6274. Calendar 476, House Bill 6635.

Calendar page 12, Calendar 499, Substitute for

House Bill 6638. Calendar 500, House Bill 6614%

Calendar 508, House Bill §222.J

Calendar page 13, Calendar 511, House Bill

6356. Calendar 512, Substitute for House Bill 6422,

Calendar 514, House Bill 6590. Calendar 515, House

Bill 6221. Calendar 516, House Bill 6455.

Calendar page 14, Calendar 517, House Bill

6350. Calendar 519, House Bill 5437. Calendar 522,

l House Bill 6303.

Calendar page 15, Calendar 523, Substitute for

House Bill 6499. Calendar 524, House Bill 6490.

3

Calendar 525, House Bill 5780. Calendar 526, House

Bill 6513. Calendar 527, Substitute for House Bill

6532,

Calendar page 16, Calendar 528, House Bill

6561. Calendar 529, Substitute for House Bill 6313;

Calendar 530, Substitute for House Bill 5032.

Calendar 532, House Bill 6338.

Calendar page 17, Calendar 533, Substitute for

. House Bill 6325. Calendar 534, House Bill 6352.
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Calendar 536, House Bill 5300. Calendar 537, House
A

Bill 5482.

calendar page 18, Calendar 543, House Bill 6508.

Calendar 544, House Bill 6412. Calendar 546,

Substitute for House Bill 6538. Calendar 547,

Substitute for House Bill 6440. Calendar 548,

Substitute for House Bill 6471.

Calendar page 19, Calendar 550, Substitute for

House Bill 5802. Calendar 551, House Bill 6433<

Calendar 552, House Bill 6413. Calendar 553,

Substitute for House Bill 6227.

Calendar page 20, Calendar 554, Substitute for

House Bill 5415. Calendar 557, Substitute for House\

Bill 6318. Calendar 558, Substitute for House Bill

 6565.

A ST——

Calendar page 21, Calendar 559, Substitute for

House Bill 6636.

Calendar page 22, Calendar 563, Substitute for

House Bill 6600. Calendar 564, Substitute for House

.Bill 6598. Calendar 566, House Bill 5585.

Calendar page 23, Calendar 568, Substitute for

Tt _mie s nwie ST

House Bill 6103. Calendar 570, Substitute for House

Bill 6336. Calendar 573, Substitute for House Bill

6434,

006575
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Calendar page 24, Calendar 577, Substitute for

House Bill 5795.

Calendar page 25, Calendar 581, House Bill

6354.

o a——ta—

Calendar page 26, Calendar 596, Supstitute for

e

House Bill 6282. Calendar 598, Substitute for House

Bill 6629.

Calendar page 27, Calendar 600, House Bill

6314. Calendar 601, Substitute for House Bill 6529.

Calendar 602, Substitute for House Bill 6438.

vy

Calendar 604, Substitute for House Bill 6639.

Calendar page 28, Calendar 605, Substitute for

House Bill 6526. Calendar 608, House Bill 6284K

Calendar page 30, Calendar number 615,

Substitute for House Bill 6485. Calendar 616,

Substitute for House Bill 6498.

Calendar page 31, Calendar 619( Substitute for

House Bill 6634. Calendar 627, Substitute for House

Bill 6596.

Calendar page 32, Calendar 629, House Bill

2634. Calendar 630, Substitute for House Bill 6631. -

Calendar 631, Substitute for House Bill 6351;

Calendar 632, House Bill 6642.
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Calendar page 33, Calendar 634, Substitute for

House Bill 5431. Calendar 636, Substitute for

House, correction, House Bill 6100.

Page 34, Calendar 638, Substitute for House

Bill 6525.

Calendar page 48, Calendar 399, Substitute for

Senate Bill 1043.

Calendar page 49, Calendar 409, Substitute for

House Bill 6233. Calendar 412, House Bill 5178.

Calendar 422, Substitute for House Bill 6448.

Calendar page 52, Calendar 521, Substitute for

House Bill 6113.

Madam President, that completes the item placed
on the first Consent Calendar.
THE CHAIR:

Thank you, sir.

We call for another roll call vote. And the
machine will be open for Consent Calendar number 1.
THE CLERK:

The Senate is now voting by roll on the Consent
Calendar. Will all Senators please return to the

Chamber. The Senate is now voting by rol n.the,

Consent Calendar, will all Senators please return to

the Chamber.
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Senator Cassano, would you vote, please, sir.

Thank you.

Well, all members have voted. All members have
voted. The machine will be closed, and Mr. Clerk,
will you call the tally?

THE CLERK:

Motion is on option Consent Calendar Number 1.

Total Number Voting 36

Those voting Yea 36

Those voting Nay 0

Those absent and not voting 0
THE CHAIR:

Consent Calendar Number 1 has_passed..

Senator Looney.

SENATOR LOONEY:

Thank you, Madam President.

We might stand at ease for just a moment as we
prepare the next item..
THE CHAIR:

The Senate will stand at ease.

{Chamber at ease.)

006578
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important and I think this Committee will
definitely do its very best to get it out of
here.

BARBARA KOLOSKY: Okay. Thank you very much.

REP. GUERRERA: Any comments before you go?
Representative Morin? Senator Leone? On this
side? No? Okay, thank you.

LESLIE SHELDON: Good afternoon. I’'m Leslie Sheldon.
I'm from All-Star Transportation and I'm also a
member of COSTA, which is the Connecticut School
Transportation Association, and I'm here to talk
today about AN ACT EXEMPTING CERTAIN SCHOOL BUSES .

FROM THE FIRST ANNUAL INSPECTION FOLLOWING ' M

REGISTRATIN OF SUCH SCHOOL BUSES. _l‘:\’.fb_(o_l\_ﬁ_

Basically what happens now in the state is when
we. buy a brand new bus or any bus that gets
registered in the state, it has to be inspected
by DMV.

What we’re asking for, and we have the support of
DMV, we have met with them, is after the brand
new bus is inspected that it skips the next
annual inspection. So I’'ll give you an example.

In Brookfield, we were the contractor this year.
We put in 35 brand-new buses in August. They
were inspected for September for the start of
school year.

September 1, they’re due for inspection again.
These are brand-new 2011 buses that have not even
rolled, so we’re asking to exempt them.

An annual inspection is usually one hour of motor
vehicle inspector’s time. In that case, 35
hours, approximately one week, that inspector
assigned to that area could do spot checks, all
the things they don’t get time to do because of
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the constraint of how many that they have. So
we'’'re asking that that be done.

We’'re not asking to exempt them from the first
inspection. We want them to be inspected when
they come into the state brand new from the
factory.

I gave a testimony, a written testimony that kind
of points all the other things, and I'm happy to
take any questions.

And we also would like to state that we are in
support of the bill 6210 where the public service
activity with training on line, if there’s
adequate training procedures put in place for the
training, we support that.

REP. GUERRERA: Thank you, Leslie. Any other
comments? I have a couple questions.

LESLIE SHELDON: Sure.
REP. GUERRERA: If you’re done with your testimony.
LESLIE SHELDON: No, I'm fine.

REP. GUERRERA: Okay. So you buy a new bus. You pick JMLJ&&E&&
it up in August, 2011 and you’'re saying that it
gets inspected. Correct?

LESLIE SHELDON: Correct.

REP. GUERRERA: Then it comes back up for September
lst, is it?

LESLIS SHELDON: Yes. The annual inspection period
starts September 1lst, which matches the school
year. So it automatically gets inspected or gets
into that schedule.
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And the other thing that happens is, our buses

are inspected daily by the driver, and the DMV

also requires us to have a maintenance schedule
that they’re inspected four times a year, every
90 days by a professional mechanic.

So it’s not like that we’re skipping any kind of

inspection. The company’s responsible for that.
J

REP. GUERRERA: So how long, how far do we do this,
though? I mean, are you saying that we go, what
if you bought in May of 2011.

LESLIE SHELDON: If you bought it in May of 2011 and
you registered it in May?

REP. GUERRERA: Yes.

LESLIE SHELDON: Then we would want it to be to that
annual inspection.

REP. GUERRERA: You would want it?

LESLIE SHELDON: Yes. This is just anything
registered after August 1lst, brand new.

REP. GUERRERA: Got you. Okay. That sounds
reasonable.

LESLIE SHELDON: Typically what happens is, the buses
come in and they'’re parked because there’s no
work for them in the summer, and we don’t want to
register the bus in July, which is prorated, and
then pay the fee again for a bus that never even
moves in the summer.

REP. GUERRERA: Why don’t you want to pay a fee?

LESLIE SHELDON: Cash flow is light in the summer.

001173
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REP. GUERRERA: I'm just kidding. No, that sounds
reasonable. Any comments? I can see your point
on this.

LESLIE SHELDON: We have the support of DMV. We met
with them and did our homework beforehand.

REP. GUERRERA: All right. Any other comments? Thank
you.

LESLIE SHELDON: You'’'re welcome. Thank you.

REP. GUERRERA: That wasn’'t too painful, was it? I
said that wasn’'t too painful. Samuel Gold.
Damon Libby. Damon Libby? Kirsten here,
Griebel? Jill Meinke? Gone? We've already seen
Matt Feest, correct? James Greco? Grant. I
know Grant. Hey, here he is. Followed by Brian
Anderson. How are you, Grant?

GRANT WESTERSON: I’'m fine, Mr. Chairman, thank you.

. Mr. Chairman and distinguished members of the
Committee, thank you for raising Bill 1062. This
is a bill that doesn’'t cost you anything. Thank
you for your comments. It really doesn’t.

It's, this refers to a section of the statutes
vessel lien process, which is a process that our
industry. I'm sorry. I'm Grant Westerson. I’'m
with the Connecticut Marine Trades Association.

This bill would actually shorten the vessel lien
process from 60 days to 30 days. It’s a process
by which the boatyard owners and marine owners
can go after people that haven’'t paid their bills
for the last two years or whatever.

I think the main point I want to get across is,
this is not something that’s used right at time
of sale. 1It’s not something that’s used as an
arm twist to get somebody to pay a bill. This is
when a boat’s been sitting in the back of a
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Connecticut School Transportation Association — COSTA
Transportation Committee Public Hearing

February 28, 2011

HB 6448 An Act Exempting Certain School Buses from the first Annual Inspection
following registration of Such School Buses

My name is Leslie Sheldon and | am the Operations Manager for All-Star
Transportation, a school bus company located in Waterbury, CT. | am speaking on
behalf of the Connecticut Schoo! Transportation Association (COSTA), which is a trade
association comprised of owners and operators of school buses, school transportation
vehicles and other associate members. Together, our companies operate more than

10,000 school buses and student transportation vehicles that transport nearly 500,000
children to and from school safely each day. )

| am here to speak to the practical implications of HB 6448, a bill that would exempt
certain school buses from the first annual inspection following registration of such
school buses. We believe this proposal will save time and money for the Department of
Motor Vehicles, which will be able to better utilize its inspectors to for critical functions.

The way the system works is that school transportation contractors put new fleets into
service for the start of school years which are pre-determined by the contract the vendor
has with its school district. These new buses are inspected prior to being registered by

the Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles. Service bus plates cannot be issued
without this inspection.

The Department of Motor Vehicles inspects every school transportation vehicle yearly
with the annual inspection cycle starting on September 1% and ending on August 31%.
Any new bus is typically being inspected during the last quarter of this inspection cycle.
After the new bus is inspected, it is parked while waiting for plates to be issued.

All registrations for school buses expire on August 31% each year. Renewals are issued
during the month of August to be compliant for operation for the start of school. If a new
bus is registered in July, the contractor pays a six (6) month prorated fee for one month
of service and then pays a full year again in August. School starts the end of August or

beginning of September. Therefore contractors wait until after August 1% to register
their new vehicles.

We are requesting that any new bus that is registered after August 1% be exempt from
the next year's inspection cycle. Here is an example of what happens presently:

All-Star Transportation was awarded the contract to transport the Brookfield Public
Schools starting with the 2010-11 school year. A fleet of approximately thirty five (35)
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new vehicles was put into service when school opened on August 30, 2010. These
brand new buses were inspected during the month of August 2010. As the law stands

now, they need to be inspected again with the new cycle that started September 1,
2010.

it takes approximately one hour for a DMV school bus inspector to perform an
inspection of the vehicle to make sure it meets all of the State of Connecticut safety
requirements. If this fleet of buses (Brookfield example) was exempt from the next
inspection cycle it would allow the inspector assigned to this fleet to have an extra thirty
five (35) hours in his/her work schedule to perform spot check inspections or audits of
companies’ files for safety enforcement.

There were approximately four hundred forty (440) new vehicles sold to Connecticut
contractors by the two (2) major vendors for the start of the 2010-11 school years. With
this proposed inspection exemption in place, it would free up four hundred forty (440)
work hours for DMV to enforce safety standards with the limited work force that they

have. Currently there are nine (9) inspectors for the state to inspect the 10,000 school
buses that operate daily.

Also keep in mind that each time a schoo! vehicle is going to be put into daily service,
the driver has to do a State mandated pre-trip inspection that is documented by the
driver in writing. Any repairs are signed off in writing by maintenance professionals and
kept on file for audit by the DMV. Contractors are also mandated by the State to
perform a safety inspection of every vehicle by a certified mechanic every ninety (90)
days. Therefore new vehicles put into service will have an extensive maintenance
check for all safety components four (4) times a year by a qualified mechanic and the
safety of the vehicle is not compromised. We strongly feel that this is adequate for a
new vehicle for the first year. The Department of Motor vehicles will continue to have
the ability to perform spot check inspections of any school transportation vehicles at any
time if they feel an inspection of the vehicle or the contractor is warranted.

| have once technical correction to mention on the bill. In line 16, it should say

“September,” not August, since the new inspection cycle starts on September 1%
of each year.

Thank you for your time and | would be happy to answer any questions.

1h
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