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combined. So even though they had ·awarded us 
·the $250, 000 in the prior year, they said they 
didn • t · want to make the s·ame mistake twice. 
This was the very·tail end o~ the year and they 
~ecommended that we approach the Legi~lature 
for this validating act, which i~ what this is. 

We have commitments on all three of the 
prosrams ·from corporati·ons in the state of 
Cc:mnect.icu't. We_ worked all last year to. do 
that, to get that put together ·and within each· 
one of the areas, we have vl. tal programs. :that 
we are -:.. that this funding i.s providing .a 
portion of the funding for ·each one of the 
programs that ·we're doing. 

So w:e•re here simply to ask you to pass this-as 
a one ·time exemption.·· It still l.s --.it's my 
understanding that the total tax credit is a 
five million dollar budget item ~nd. tha-t this 
would only. take it to ·a.bout-2.3 million so it 
is still ~ubst-antially below the budget for 
the year . 

.REP.· STAPLES: Thank you. Any questions? ·Thanks 
for_your testimony. Representative Conroy •. I 
don't see her here. She's right outside, maybe 
if someone could just let her know that her 
she's up. 

Representative con:roy, we await you, we·humbly 
await you. Well, maybe not hurribly, but we 
await you .anyway. 

REP. THERE_SA CONROY: Well, good afternoon, 
Representative Staples and ot.her distinguished 
members of the Finance Committee. For the 
record, my name's Theresa Conroy and I 
represent the 105th district, which includes 
Seymour, Beacon .FallS and a part of Ansonia. I 
am here today· to testify in favor of House Bill 
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The town of Seymour has been working diligently ,_, 
on promoting economic growth. Currently, home 
owners are sharing the burden of taxes· at· ·a9 
percent while .busi~esses p,~y th~ other 11 
percent. As a former mill t.own, · Seymour has 
seen her t:?har~ of companies closing. ·This bill 
will help establish an improvement district, 
a1.lowing the property owners in that· district 
to issue bonds to finance the· cost of 
·environmental remediation. and .r~lated costs. 

Because the bonds will be issued by a newly 
formed district, there will be no obligations 
by the tQwn of Seymour. Rather, debt service 
on the bonds will be paid from incremental real 
estate taxes g.enerated 'by the project within· 
the district, pursuant to a tax sharing 
agreell).ent . 

The River Falls project will c.ombine the old, 
empty Seym6ur Lumber Company, which is located 
on Route 67, with the now· empty Housatonic 
Wire,·. which is adja·cent on River Street, 
anot·ber stat~ :r:oad. Dividing these two 
properties is t.he Little River, which has two 
beautiful waterfalls. The concept plan allowed 
for a ·p'l:lblic. pa·rk in the .center of the project, 
which would be a great addition to the town of 
Seymour. 

Seymour's ideal for transit oriented 
development. The.· Waterbury Branch line of 
Metro 'North runs through_ the doWntown area and 
has a st.op there. The Naugatuck River, which 
has·seen tremendous improvements over the years 
a·lso runs through downtown directly across from 
this project. The ringue Falls Fish Bypass is 
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scheduled to begin this spring, which will 
allow fish to come up river to spawn. 

The infrastructure is in place wit;h Route 8 and 
Route 67 as .major thoroughfares for th~ area. 
River Falls· is an· ideal location and a: project 
that will be th~ catalyst for other areas· to be 
redeveloped.. .Its central location will give 
othe·r developers inc.er1tives to begin to develop 
their holdings. 

I ask that serious consideration is given to 
House BiB. ·5495 as it passes out of committee. 
And just a:s an aside, this us~ will be a mixed 
use including housing in there, reta±l 

. business. r: '·ve seen the concept plan. I was 
truly impresl?led when I saw that. I believe· 
t~at this project being centrally located truly 
will be the impetus for other projects along 
t~e Route 8 connects down the Naugatuck Valley. 

REP. STAPLES: Thank you very m~ch .. I think, a~ 

I've mentioned to you, we've done this for a 
few projects. An:d I think it's -- it really 
helps, especially. whe·re there's remediation 
needs, to .get a creative way of ·f-inancing to 
help the town do what it needs to do·. So I 
hope tha't we can get tpis bill passed for you 
and for- your town and that it will give you a 
chance to do something that w;i.ll r~a.lly benefit 
the community at ~arge. So thank you. for 
coming and tellirtg us about the proj·ect. 

REP.· THERESA CONROY : Thank you. 

REP. STAPLES: Any questions or comme11ts from 
members of the committee? Thank you very much. 

Kathryn Fabiani followed by Dave Grogan. 

KATHRYN FABIANI:. Good afternoon; Chairman Staples 
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Testimony of Rep. Theresa Conroy 
State Representative, lOSt~ District 

on 
HB 5495 An Act Establishing the River Falls "Improvement District 

within the Town of Seymour 

Good mo~g Sen~tor :Oaily, Representative Staples and other distinguished me:qtbers of 
the Finance Committee. For the record, my name is· Theresa Comoy and I represent the 
1 OSth Assembly District, which- includes the towns of Seymotir, Beacon Falls and part of 
Ansonia. I am here to testifY in favor of HB ·5495An Act EstabliShing the River FanS 
Improvement District within the Town of Seymour. 

The town of Seymour is working diligently on promoting ·economic growth. Currently, 
homeowners are sharing the burden of taxes at 89%, while busmesses pay the other 1-lo/o. 
As a foimer milftown, Seymour has seen:Iier Sliare of companies closing. This bill will 
help establish an-improvement district, alloWing the property owners in that district to 
issue .bonds to finance the costs of environmental remediation and reiated costs. Because · 
the bonds will be issued by the newly formed district, there will be· ilo obligations by the 
Town of.Seyniour. Rather, debt service on the bonds wouJd be paid from incremental 
real estate taxes generated by the project within the Distrit;t pursuant to a tax sharing 
agreement. 

The River Falls project will combine the old empty Seymour Lumber Company located 
on Route 67 with the now empty Housatonic Wire, which is adjacent on :River Street, 
another State toad. Dividing the two properties is the Little River with two beautiful 
waterfalls. The concept plan would allow for a public park in the center of the project, 
which would be a great addition to the town. 

Seymour is ideal for transit oriented development. The Waterbury Branch line of Metro 
. No~ ·lilns tbtough the downtown area and has a stop there. Tbe Naugatuck River, which 
has seen tremendous ilnprovements, also runs through ciowntowil, directly acros~ from 
this project. The T~gue Falls Fish Bypass is scheduled to begin this spring, which will 
allow fish to come upriver to spawn. The infrastructure is in place with Route 8 and · 
Route 67 as major thoroughfares for the area. · . 

River Falls is an ideal project that will be the catalyst for other .areas to be deveioped. Its 
central location will give other developers incentives to develop their holdings. I ask 
that serio~ consideration is given to HB 5494 to pass it out of·committee. 
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