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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

357 
.April 27, 2010 

Represerit.ati ve Dil.lon in the affirmative. 

Is that it? All done? The machine will be 

locked. The Clerk ~ill please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Hou.se Bill Nurhber 5446. as amended by House· "A." 

Total Number voting 143 

Necessary for adoption 72 

Those voting Yea 138 

Those voting Nay 5 

~hose absent and not voting 8 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

The bill a5 amended is passed .. 

Wi.ll the Cl.erk ple9-se call. Caiendar 17 5. 

THE: CLERK: 

On page 7, Calendar 175, House Bill Number 5315, 

AN ACT CONCERNING EDUCATION AND THE REDUCTION OF 

DOMESTTC VIOLE:NCE, favorable report of the Committee 

on Education. 

SPEAKER .D.ONOVAN: 

Representative Mae Fleker~ 

REP. FLEXER (44th): 

Mr. Speaker, I move acceptance of the joint 

committee's favorable re.port and. passage of the. bill. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

358 
April 27, 2010 

Question is acceptance of the joint committee's 

favorable report and passage of the bill. Will you 

remark, madam? 

REP. FLEXER ((4th)·: 

Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, the biLl before us this evening is 

the first o.f three bills that come out of the 

recommendations of the Speaker's task force on 

domestic violence. 

The bill before ~s today was voted unanimously by 

the Education Committee. It encourages local boards 

of education t6 include teen dating violence and 

domestic violence in the list of things to be included 

in in service training programs for teachers. 

It allows school districts to allow other 

pro.fe.ssionals who are not necessarily teachers to be a · 

part bf those in-service training programs, and it 

also encourages the State Board of Education to 

develop programs .for these local school districts to 

have in-service traJning days pertaining to dornest·ic 

viblence and teen dating violence. 

I move acceptance -- or I move adoption . 

SPEAKER DONOVAN:: 

001924 



• 

•• 

rgd/,gbr 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT~VES 

359 
April 27, 2.010 

The question is on acceptance. Will you remark 

further? Will Y04- remark further? Care to remark 

further? 

Repres'entati ve Chapin. 

REP . .CHAPIN (67th) : 

Thank you, ~r. Speaker. 

Just a que$tion to the proponent, through you, 

please. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Please proceedt sir. 

REP. CHAPIN (67th) : 

Tha-nk you, Mr. Speaker . 

-If I'm rec~lling looking at the .fiscal note~ 

earlier I think it's that there wa$ no impact on 

municipalities. Is that correct? 

Through you, Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Representative Flexer. 

RE.P . FLEXER { 44th) : 

Thank you, Mr: Speaker. 

Yes. That is correct. 

SPEAKER .DONOVAN: 

Representative Chapin. 

REP. CHAPIN {67th): 
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360 
April 27, 2010 

~hank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I thank the gentlelady for he~ answer and I would 

encourage my colleagues to support .it. 

Thank you. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Thank you, Representative. 

Representative Giuliano. 

REP. GIULIANO (23rd) :-

Thank you, Mr~ Speaker. 

I ris.e in support of this .bill, particularly as 

.it addresses domestic violence prevention education. 
I 

It is a small step, Mr. Speaker, but it~s a step tn 

the right direction to address a growing concern, 

particularly about teen dating violence. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Thank you, Representative. 

Representati v·e Fleischmann. 

REP-. FLEISCHMANN (18th) : 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I .rise, too, in support of this legislation and 

wanted to thank Representative Flexer, and you, 

Mr. Speaker, for the. good 'work t·hat you all hav.e done 

to try and address the serious problem of domestic 
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viol.ence. 

361 
Apr·il 27, 2010 

By putting this into the part of statute that 

addresses in-service training, we make sur~ that do~n 

the road we've got teachers who understand the signs 

of .domestic violence and were perhaps able~ better, 

earlier to spot those signs and help those families. 

So thank you, Mr~ Speaker. thank you, 

Representative Flexer. I hope the whoie Chamber will 

join me in supporting thi5 measure. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Thank you, Representative~ 

Representative ... Ken Green of the 1st District • 

REP. GREEN (1st): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Sp:eaker, I ·also rise in support of this bill. 

I also wanted to thank Representati~e Flexer, and also 

you, Mr. Speaker, for the domestic violence task force 

formation. 

As Representative Flexer sa:id, there's a couple 

of bills that may come out, but working with young 

people, I r·eally th'ink it's very important that we 

continue to work with them oh appropriate behaviors 

and respect for each other. And I think this is a 

bill in the right direction that will encourage us to 
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raise healthy young people. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Thank you, Representative. 

Representative Wood. 

REP. WOOD ( i41st) : 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

362 
April 27, 20.10 

I also r-ise in support of this· bill. ;I t:hink the 

sooner we can educate kids, particularly teenagers 

about th~ dangers of domestic violence~ ~hat they can 

do to expre_ss their anger in a healthy way is a good 

thing. So.I, too, support this and I encourage the 

Chamber to support this. 

Thank you, Mr. S~eaker. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Thank you~ Representative. 

Representative Klarides. 

REP, ~LARIDES (114th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, through you, just one question to 

the proponent. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

-Please proceed, madam . 

REP. KLAR-IDE;S (114th): 
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

363 
April 27, 2010 

The reason why there's no additional cost to the 

municipality, is that because ·that it -- we're just 

adding another subject to the pr~sent ~n-service 

training for teachers? Is that correct? 

Through you. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Represeqtative Flexer~ 

REP. FLEXEB, ·(44th): 

Thank yOli, ~r. Speaker. Yes. That is correct. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Representative Klarides . 

REP. KLA"RIDES (-114th) : 

Thank.you, Mr~ Speaker. 

I thank the lady for her answers and I certainly 

concur with my ¢olleagues as to the fact that 

educating kids and.educating teachers as early as 

possible is what we really need to do instead of 

intervening once it's too late. 

Thank you. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Thank you very much, Representative. 

Would you care to remark further? Would you care 

to remark further on the ~ill? Care to remark 
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April 27, 2010 

further? If not, staff and guests please come to the 

well of the House. Members take their seats. The 

machine will be open. 

THE CLERK: 

The Hous~·of Representatives is voting by roll 

call. Members to the chamber. The House is voting by 

roll call. Members to t.be chamber. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Have all the members voted? Have a11 the members 

voted? Please check the roll call board to make sure 

your vote has been pr.oper.ly cast. If al1 members have 

vot·ed --. have all the memb.ers voted? 

(Representative Hurlburt~ 

The machine will be locked. The Clerk ~ill take 

a tally. The Clerk, please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

House Bill 5.3i5. 

Total Number voting 143 

Nec:essary .for adoption 72 

Those voting Ye.a 143 

Those voting Nay 0 

Thos:e absent and .not vot.in.g 8 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

The bill iS passed. 
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SENATE 

355 
May 4, 2010 

Calendar 492, Substitute for House Bill Number 5446. 

Mr. President, move to place this item on the consent 

calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Seeing no objection, so o~dered. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Mr. President. Continuing on calendar 

page. 15, Calendar 494, H.ouse Bill Number 5315. Mr. 

President, move to place this item on the consent 

calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Se.eing no objection, so ordered . 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, moving 

to calendar page 21 -- top of calendar page 21~ Mr. 

President, Calendar 534, Substitute for House Bill 

Number 5543. Mr. President, I move to place this item 

on th~ content calendar. ,. 

THE CHAIR: 

_Seeing no objection, so ordered. 

SE.NATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you~ Mr. President; Bottom of calendar 

page 21, Mr. President, the last item, Calendar 539, 

Substitute for House Bill Number 5350. Mr. President, 

003-541 
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SENATE 

364 
May 4, 2010 

Bill 121; calendar page 7, Calendar 377, Substitute 

for House Bill 5291; Calendar page 8, Calendar 398, 

Substitute for Senate Bill 231; calendar page 9, 

Calendar 442, Substitute for House Bill 5141; calendar 

page 10, Calendar 449, House Bill 5495; calendar page 

11, Calendar 451, Substitute for House Bill 5535; 

Calendar 465, Substitute for House Bill 44 ~- 5448; 

calendar page 12, Calendar 466, Substitute for House 

,Bill 5289; Calendar 473, Substitute for House Bill 

5059; Calendar 476, Substitute for House Bill 5117; 

calendar page 13. Calendar 47B, House Bill 5290; 

Calendar 481, Substitute for House Bill 5119; Calendar 

482, Substitute f.or House Bill 5120; calendar page 15, 

Calendar 492, Substitute for House Bill 5446; Calendar 

494, House Bill 5315; Calendar 504, Substitute for 

House Bill 5306; .. calendar page 20, Calendar 532, 

Substitute for House Bill 5033; calendar page 21, 

Calendar 534, Substitute for House Bill 5543; Calendar 

539, Substitute for House Bill 5350; calendar page 25, 

Calendar 561, Substitute for House Bill 5419; calendar 

page 36, Calendar 374, Substitute for House Bill 5225; 

calendar page 37, Calendar 415, House Bill 5131; 

calendar page 38, Calendar 454, Substitute for House 

Bill 5526. 
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365 
May 4, 2010 

Mr. President, that completes the items placed on 

Consent Calendar Number 2. 

THE CHAIR: 

Please call for a roll call vote. The machine 

will be open. 

THE CLERK: 

The Senate is now voting ·by roll on the consent 

calendar. Will all Senators please return to the 

chamber. Senate is voting by·roll on the consent 

calendar. Will all Senators please return to the 

chamber. 

THE CHAIR: 

Have all Senators voted? If all Senators have 

voted, please check your vote. The machine will be 

locked. The Clerk will call the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Motion is adoption of Consent Calendar·Number 2. 

Total number voting 

35 

Necessary for Adoption 18 

Those voting Yea 35 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent and not voting 1 e 
THE CHAIR: 
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Consent calendar Number 2 passes. 

Senator Looney. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Yes, thank you, Mr. President . 

366 
May 4, 2010 

Mr. Presiden·t, I would move that any i terns on the 

consent calendar requires additional action by the 

House of Representatives be immed~ately transmitted to 

that chamber. 

THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered, sir. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

And also any other items acted upon today, not on 

the consent calendar requiring action by the House of 

Representatives. Also would move that those items be 

immediately. transmitted. 

THE CHAIR: 

Seeing no objection, sir, so ordered. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

Mr. President, I would yield to any members 

seeking recognition for announcements or points of 

p~rsonal privilege. 

THE CHAIR: 

At this time, I will entertain any points of 
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jr/gbr EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

March 1, 2010 
3:30 'P.M. 

SENATOR GAFFEY: Thank you for your hard work on 
your domestic violence task force. I thought 
it was very impressi "~ th~ way you con_ducteq 
that, t;hat task force, and excellent. 
recommendations coming .out of it, so we're 
glad to see you here. today. 

REP. Ft,.EXE~: Great. Thank you so much for having 
me.. Arid thank you· agai.n, Co:mmissi.oner, for 
yielding· your spot to me. 

Thank yeti, "Representative Fleischmann, Senator 
Gaffey and members of the ·committee, for the 
House Bill 5.315·,· AN ACT CONCERNING EDt.!CATION 
AND A REDUCTION OF DOMEST-IC VIO.LENCE, 

The bill befo:r:e you comes f~om the · 
recommendations of the speaker's task force on 
do~estic · violemce, 'which l: have had the 
opportunity to chair.· 

SJ?.eaker Donovan created the·task force last 
fall to ~ake a comprehensive look ~t all 
issues surrounding domestic violence and put 
forth le·gislatlve proposals. 

Beginning in November, the task force met with 
a wide variety of ·stakeholders arotmd domestic 
violence. After several. meetings, the t~sk 
force unanimously voted on a wide ya~iety of 
recommendatio;n.s. Tho!3e recommendations 
focused on both improving. services for vic'tims 
of domestic violence, s.trengthen:ing penallt·ies 
for offenders, and improving methods of 

·prevention. 

As a community, we must change the way we look 
at the .issue of doJRestic violence. The 
question.can no ionger be, Why does she sta:y 
with him? Why does she put up with him? 
Instead, it must be, Why doe·s he think he can 
treat her ·that way? 
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jr/gbr EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

· March 1, 2010 
3:30 P, •. M. 

·In order to do: that, we must beg~n to educate 
all members of our community about this issue. 
The bill· before you today is a small but 
important ·first step towards preventing the 
cyc-le of ·dom.est-ic violence from continuing. 
We must especially focus on educating our 
young people, our teacher's and our educational 
staff about this issue. 

During task force meetings, we heard 
consi~tently about the importance of educating 
young people,, about _teen dating violence and 
·domestic violence. 

I ~ope that ip the future Connecticut can 
follow the lead of-our neighbor, Rhode Island, 
and ·implement far-reaching reforms that 
require the teaching of these subject~ to all 
of our students. . . 

However, the ·task force has chosen, giv.en the 
large fiscal difficulties facing our State and 
our municipality, to focus on low-cost and 
no-co~t solutions this year. 

Th~s legislation ad~s teen dating violence an4 
domest,ic violence to the list of topics 
cove~ed-by· in-service training programs for 
teachers and administrators. It also allows 
school distri·cts to inc1ude our staff members 
who work with students on a daily basis, such 
as paraprofessionals and-non-certified 
employees. t;o take part in this training. 

'!'he ·state Department of Education has 
developed a healthy· and balan~ed curriculum 
t·ramewoirk · ·-- excuse me, a h~al thy and balanced 
lifestyles curriculum framework, which is 
accessible to all school districts. 

According to the results of the 2007 
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March 1, 2010 
3:30 P.M. 

Connectic~t .health .survey, 13;4 perc(3nt of 
c;onnecticut students reported l;>eing hit, 

.slapped or physica1~y hurt on purpose. by a 
significant. other during the preceding 12 
months. This is·dramatically unacceptably 
higher tha~ the national average of 9.9 
percent. 

Educating .our teachers and educational .st.aff 
on the ·warning signs of teen dating violence 
is a critical c~mponent of breaking this 
trend .. 

In additioiJ. ·to the support of the state 
Department of Ed~cation, s·chool districts 
across our state are already working wi-th 
Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence member programs to educate students 
and teachers about teen dating and domestic 
violence, 

This legisl_ation would encourage more school 
districts to engage.in such partnerships . 

Again; thank you, Chairman Ga.ffey and membe·rs 
of the committe.e for raising this bill and 
allowing it to be heard. 

I also want_to. genuinely thank Speaker Donovan 
for his leadership in forming a domestic 
violence task ·force and his tremendous 
advocacy· on behalf of this· legislat·iori. · 
I know tha~ he wanted to be with you here 
today. He has sUbmitted writ·ten testimony, 
but is unfortunately unable to attend. 

. . 
S.o thank. you yery much for this opportuni.ty 
again. 

SENA,TOR GAFFEY.: Thank you, Representative Flexe·r. 

Any questions for Representative Lyddy . 

000'020 
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REP. LYDDY: Tbailk you, Mr. Chairman~ Thank you, 
Mae, for your leaqership on this issue. 

I clearly believe as a· me.inber of that task 
force that this issue does have a role in our 
schools. Our t~achers· are in .a very unique 
si,tuatio~where they can be interfacing with a 
lot ·of these issues. 

With tha-t t=~aid, have you given any thought to 
the issues that were brought to me regarding 
teachers versus professionals who. -
professional socia~ workers or counselors who 
are·dealing with this type of issue on a daily 
ba.sis, ·providing ~hat type of curriculum where 
a student may expose or come out with a 
certain situation that he or· she may not come 
out with .had it been a teacher that was 
facilitat.ing that particular curriculum? 

·Am· I making sense? 

REP. FLEXER.: I think so • 

REP. LYDDY: Okay. 

REP. FLEXER: You .know, unfortunately, this 
legislat.ion does not include specifically 
ad,d:l.ng these topics to·any particular 
curriculum. But the -- it does allow for 
those other types of professionals that you•re 
de·scribing· to take part in this in-service 
·training~ which I thi:nk is a_key component. 

So it • s not -- it would not just, be avai l.able 
.for teachers on staff development days but 
also t~e other ·professionals in th~ school 
system so that they c.an .more -- so that they 
c:an learn IJlOre about the .warning. signs for 
teen dating violence and be able to pick up on 
those· in. the day-to-day activities in the · 
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3:30 P.M. 

REP. LYDDY: -I think right now some of our schools, 
not the-majority .of them, I don't think, have 
outside advocates and counselors that are 
corning into the school system and :providing 
thes~ particrilar cla~ses. 

REP. F'LEXER: Yes. 

REP. LYDDY: Or training to the students. 

I think the ·atmosphere in_ those situation_s may 
be a little bit different than if, you kno~, 
the average Joe, gym t_eacher or math teacher, 
were providing these kinds of si tuatiOI;ls .· 

So I think we ne.ed to give that a litt~e bit 
more attention. I think this is a very -- I 
think this is a ·great initiative, and I 
suP.port it, but I just wanted ~o put that on 
yo~r rada;r. 

REP. FLEXER: Yes. And that's one of the things 
that we're t·r}ring to encourage with this 
leg"islation, one of the-things we heard about, 
as I described in my testimony, the CCADV 
member programs, was that when they -- when 
they cal'>l th~ school system and offer t.o do 
thei:z; programming in the schoo_l and they say 
they want· to come talk about te·en dating 
violence, the school is not so interested 
oft·entimes. 

But when they call and phrase it a 1itt;t.e bit 
differently and call it a program on healthy 
relation_ships_, they're often we_lcorn·ed with 
open arms .. 

And so ·I think this legislation would 
encourage ·that ·sc>rt of ·programming' from 
continuing and expanding in schools across our 
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March 1, 2010 
3:30 P.M. 

REP. LYDDY: Great. Thank you, Mr.· Chairman . 

. SENATOR G~FFEY: Representative? 

RE-P . JOHNS.ON : Thank you, Mr. Chair . Thank· you, 
Representa-tive Flexer, for your hard work on 
this proj'ect. I really appreciate it. 

I think that we've had some legislation 
proposed like this in.the past, and the 
eJC:pense has ·obviously been one of the issues. 

Wher~ would you get the information to provide 
the training? Could you give us a little bit· 
of background on that? · 

REP. FLEXER.: Sure. 

Well,· this, again, would_ .just be on the list · 
of things that are .suggested by statute to be 
included in in--service training for teachers 
and other professionals in· the ::;;chool system. 

so·they would be able to use the curriculum 
framework that .I described from the state 
Department of ·Education on healthy and 
balanced lifestyles to develop some of that 
programming, and they could also work in 
partnership, as I described earlier, with . 
nonprofit CCADV member programs who already do 
sp much work in many of tl:le scho·ols across ou,r 
state. 

It would be a -- it would encourage more 
schools to develop those relationships . 

. REP. JOHNSON: Do .you think that adqitional 
educational development would come from some 
of these- programs once they .got instituted .in 
the scho·ol? 

.... 

000023 



• 

•• 

• 

21' 
jr/gbr EDUCATION COMMITTE·E 

REP. FLEXER: t would hope so, yes. 

March 1, 2010 
l:30 P.M. 

REP. ·JOHNSON: Thank you so much. Thank you, 
, Mr. Chairman. 

$ENATOR GAFFEY: Thank y.ou, madam. Senator 
s·tillman,. ple-ase. 

SENATOR STILLMAN.: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Good 'c;tfternoon, Mae. I -- I W@.nt to thank you 
for invit·ing ·a sen.a,tor t_o }:)·e part of the 
Speaker's task·force on-- on domestic 
violence. · 

·.You did a remarkable job in such a short time, 
pulling people together and g1.v1.ng -us an 
opportunity t9 meet with the so-called experts 
in tbe -- i~ this field, as well as a chance 
for legi:slators to -- to meet and ·talk about 
this very important topic. 

Arid I ·want to thank you for including this 
in-- in'the legis -- in the ~ecommendations 
from the_ committee. I know we had interesting 
test·imony about where students pick up this 
_informat:ion, who do they talk to, how do they 
disseminate. i't, et c·etera. And ·so I'' m really 
pleased. 

I want to thank you the Chairman for raising 
this ·bill. I think it's an important 
component .tow?trds reducing· -- hopefully 
reducing.the number of domestic violence or 
t·een dating violenc.e. incidents that oc:cur. 

I on~y wish· that it didn't have to be 
permissive,.that it was maiJ,dated, because I 

·think that -- and we know _that's not going to 
happen .right now. Certainly school distr~cts 

.need -- .ne~d 'to know that, number one, it ··s on 
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the list; ·number two, that if for some reason 
they're not ready to add this to their 
C?urricula, at least .they know there are other 
·options. 

Could you share with the committee the -"' if 
yo11 wouldn't ~ind, the input we received from· 
o.rg!llnizations ·such as CCADV and other 1oc·a1 
women certte'rs, et cetera, in terms of their 
support for t:Q-is for this particular 
recommendation? 

REP. FLEXER: Sure. 

I do think we have a wide. base of support ·from 
those o-rganiz:ation:s. to support this 
l~gislation. I think they would agree with 
you, as I do, ~hat I wish -- I wish it was 
more, but' I do think this· an important step in 
the right direction, and I know that later on 
this evening 1 you • will hear from.· the 
Connec_t:ictit Coalition Aga_inst ·Domestic. 
Violence in .support of_ this legislation . 

SENATOR STILLMAN: Thank you. And it was -- it was 
·.very clear _when we met with them at one of our 
roundtable discussi-ons, that they'-re ready, 
will-ing·and able to step in and assist the 
school systems, and in many·cases without a 
'fee, which I'm sure eve~ybody is .·excited 

· about,· not to have to paying for something. 

But .that Is what our nonprofits do, you knpw? 
They Ire ther.e. t<;> help the· ·community. . They 
obviously need to raise some money, but -- t;.o 
continue to work, but it was very h~artwarming 
to see how enco11raging they were. · 

And I'm very pleased ·to see in Comm~ssioner 
McQuillan Is t-estimony that he is . supporting 
this bill as well . 
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so·congratulations again. I loa~ forw~rd to 
continuing to work·with you . 

REP. F~EXER: Thank you. Th~nk you, Senator. 

SENATOR STILLMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

SENATOR GA~FEY: Thank you, Senator .. 

Any further? Senator Boucher. 

SENATOR B.OUCHER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

And thank you for your testimony. It's very 
gratifying·to see that this conyersation is 
continuing from last year; the same. time that 
we were here. W.e actually· have some students 
that are .here as well from the Center for 
Youth Leadership that came up en masse, I 
think it was apout 26 of them, and joined us 
along with Senator Eileen D~ily, who has been 
outspoken on thj,s issue as well. 

And a lot of the issues with regards to moving 
it forward last year had to do with creat·ing a 
m~ndate during a time when financial 
situatl.ons.are so difficult for ou;- local 
communities. 
Bu.t I think that putt:ing the speaker behind. 
it, yourselves and so.on, w.e'll hopefully keep: 
this conversation going, keeping it at the top 
of the attention level at our various' schools, 
and that curriculum is a very, very good 
thing, a very positive 

And, as I said, we'll look forward again to 
having those· st~dents come back again to talk 
about .it with us. Thank you .again for coming. 

REP. FLEXER: Th~nk you. 

SENATOR ·GAFFEY: Thank you very mu~h, 
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. . Representative. Look forward to this bill 
passing tJ;lis session. 

REP. FLEXER: Thank you. Thank you so much. 

SENATOR_ GAFFEY: You're welcome-. 

Cdmmis_sioner, we're· just going to hold up· one 
second. Repre·s_entative Rojas just- stepped in 
the room. If you could defer to him, I'd 
appreciate it. · 

Representative Rojas. 

REP. ROJAS: Thank you, S_enator. I apologize for 
bei;n:g late. I hope Iim not levied detention 
by the-Education Committee, so ... 

Representative Reynolds, Senator Gaffey and 
members of the "Education Committee, thank you, 
for rais~i;ng H~use Bill 5318, AN ACT CONCERNING 
SCHOOL RESOURCE ·OFFICERS. 

I introduced this legislation last ses·sion 
with the support of the Connecticut School 
Resource-Offi-cers Association, and the 
legislation passed in the House 142 to 1 but 
was . not c.al fe:d in the Sena t·e . . 

The goal of th~s proposal is to-assist school 
.~esource officers in promoting school safety 
while protecting children-'-s educational 
oppo_rtunitie~. 

rhis proposal would seek to accomplish the 
followi~g: tt ·would use existing resource·s to 
provide proper ·training and support to school 
resource officers, full-time polic·e offi.cers 
who are stationed in our schools. 

It would require the creation ~f formal 
written agreements detailing t~e roles· and 
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So as the senator pointed out, it is sometimes 
Like pulling te·eth, but we are, in fact, 
getting there: 

.REP. HEINRICH: Tha:rtk you, .Mr. Chairman. 

SENATOR GAFFEY: Thank you, R~presentat.ive 
Heinrich. 

Any -- anything further? Thank you very ·muc.h, 
· R~present-ative .urban. 

REP.. URBAN: Thank you, Mr." Chairman. 

SENATOR GAFFEY: Commissioner McQuillan. 

COMMISSIONER MARK McQUILLAN: Thank you ·very much 
for accotninoda:tihg the representatives. 

SENATOR GAFFEY: Thank you very much. 

COMMISSIONER MARl< McQUI.LLAN: I hope that that time 
will b~ .deduct~d from my testimony . 

We i.ll make this a clean sweep. 
, I 

Thank you very much, Senator Gaffey and 
Representative Reynolds.. I'm delighted to be 
here. l.have a number of Raised Bills that 
I'd l,ike to ·comment on in general, and then 
perhaps t~ke ·specific questions that pertain 
to them . 

. Specifically, I'm planning to talk ·generally 
about Raised Bill 275, which is early 
childhood educati·on; Raised Bill 279 ,on 
foreign language ··instruction; 2;78 oh truancy; 
51:3.16 ·-- 5 316, excuse me, adultT~duca t ion; 

. 290, trahsportation, and· finally on· s'chool 
·violence,,: 531:5 . . \'"'• . 

·I 

That's a 'lot of cover. We ha\1-e submitted 
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clown, and th~ -c6nstitutionc;tl obligation th,at 
we nave .as. a state. to proyide. access to a fre.e 
and public education can be lost if -- if 
something Should go awry. 

And we don•t think that the the arguments 
that have b.een put for.ward in the bill are 
sufficiently compelling to -- to support it. 

!_would even go so_ far as to say. I do think 
that this is a conceptual problem that I would 
argue we.need to think differently-about how 
we explor~ the issue of putting limitations on 
transporta-tion and what. th.e obligations of 
local districts are. 

I would argue it•s too open-ended in its 
present form and would say that in other 
states they have a-much more explicit set of· 
guidelines about when and under. what 
cir~umstances and how far fl;'qm the schoolhouse 
the student is before certain regulations or 
requirements kick in . 

. _And I think you can work with a better "!!ay of 
saving funding if you were exploring other 
state designs that I • m aware of .. 

Finally, I'd like to just speak to the -- the 
issue.of the .Act Concerning the Education 
:Reduction of Domestic Violence. We • re in full 
support of th~t.. We do think that 
incorporating teen violence and domestic 
violence i~ our in-service coursework programs 
at· the local and regional board is a very 
important s·t~p forward. 

I think ·we • ve · se:en in the news and seen in the 
conversatio:t:J.s just how acute a probl,em this 

-is; that we would like to urge support-of the 
bil;t. . 
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The one bind that we do have is that I think 
there i.s an expectation that we do have a 
curriculum for teen dating violence that we 
don•t have, and it's not been deve1oped at 
this point. · 

But we do have a -,.. an .extensive program 
entitle 'Healthy and Balanced-.Living Curriculum 
Framework that is avaiiable for free·, and many 
of the same themes that I think come down to . . 

decision-IJla)dng and when to say no and when 
to - -· to engage in the -- the appropria'te 
conflict resolu.tions that com·e into play with 
t·eens is all a part of that program. 

So we want to support this. I think the only 
dilemma we have is is that I think there is an 
expectation built in that we would be 
_providing the curriculum. At thi·s po~nt., we· 
don • t ~ave it, . so that .is no reas:on for ·us not 
to .support it, ·but we do. 

So that i in so many words, are the cen·tral 
issues that -- that I can speak to. I'd be 
more than happy to answer ~estions that you 
may have, and I'll stop there. 

Thank you. 

SENATOR .GAFFEY: Thank you very much, Commissioner. 
Representative Heinrich. · 

REP. HEINRICH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Could 
you -- I'm a l.ittle confused about the 
transportation bill.· 

Could -- is -- do you happen to know what 
problem·· we • re t.rying to solve with -- with 
this app.roach? 

COMMISSIONER MARK McQUILLAN: Well, I didn't write 
tpf:l bill . 
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would allow RESCs. to continue to operate 
transportation, but in situations where there 
are bidders present, it would preclude ·them 
from doing so. 

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before 
you. .I I d be happy to entertain any ques"tions 
you might have. 

SENATOR GAFFEY: Questions from members of the 
committee to Bill? Seeing ·none, thank you 
very much. 

Kristen Bailey and Adam Shapiro. Good 
afternoqn. 

KRISTEN BAILEY: Good afternoon, Senator Gaffey, . 
Represen.tative Reynolds and the .members of the 
Education Committee. 

We have a special greeting for Senator 
Boucher, Senator·McDonald and Representative 
Wright, who worked with us on teen dating 
violence and human trafficking legislation, as 
well as Representative Miller,· who supports 
our work .in Stamford. 

My name is Kristen Bailey, and I am a member 
of the Center for Youth Leadership, which is 
based out of Brien McMahon High School in 
Norwalk. I am joined by Adam Shapiro, who is 
a member of the.Mayoris YoUth Leadership 
Council, which is a partnership .bet.ween the 
Stamford Youth Services Bureau and Stamford 
High School. 

On behalf of the 314 stu~ent activists in our 
programs, we are here to testify in support. of 
House Bill 5"315 ,_ AN ACT CONCERNING .EDUCATION 
~ THE REDUCTION OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. 

A c·ompanion piece to our testimony is the 
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written statement that was submitted by the 
YNeT program at the-Greenwich YWCA, which has 
joined·us in advocating for teen dating 
violence legi~lation. 

One of the first things we learned 'in our 
ac-tivism training is that change takes time. 
That ·t·raintng· has served us weil since 2007, 
which is when we launched our teen dating 
violence social change campaign. 

··The campaign includes research, countless ' -public.awareness around the state, volunteer 
work with middle school s·tuderits and policy 
'issues. 

On the policy side, we convinceO. the 
Connecticu,t Department of Publ-ic Health to, 
revise the survey it administers to teens. 
The Department now collects information on 
multiple· type_s of teen dating violence, rather 
than just physical dating violence·, which has 
been the standard measurement for several 
years. 

We introduced leg-islation. last year that 
received a hearing before -the Judiciary 
Committee.- And Since November 2009, we have 
been working· with the Representative Mae 
Flexer, Gerald Fox and Terrie Wood and other 
members of the House Speaker's Task Force on 
Domestic Violence to br-ing t·een dating laws 
from 'Rhode Island-, Nebraska and Ohio- t:o 
Connecticut. 

ADAM SHAPIRO: -Our .campaign continues because teen 
dating violence is one of Connecticut.ts more 
stubborn public health issues, wi-th 
dell).ons~.rated connections to school failure, 
_birth control sapotage, drug use, suicide and 
adult do:mestic violence .. 
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Our- campaign.continues beca:use we hav.e 
promis·es to keep to teens in Connecticut, the 
promise of· healthy dating reiationships, the 
promise th~t our campuses and schools will 
remain f.ree ·.from .·datin,g violence, and the 
promise to chang~ how the. State of Connecticut 
edu~ates pe.opl~ my age about dating violence. 

We believe schools can help us keep these 
promises,· Which iS Why we Ire _pleased. that the 
Educatiop Committee·has recommended.an 
11 in- service train_ing program for teachers; 
administrators, pupil personnel,· 
paraprofessional-s and noricertified employees 11 

in House Bill 53 iS. · 

For 180 day~ a year, we.spend c:1ose to half of 
our waking hours at school. People we trust 
work ·there.. Pe·ople we· have grown ·up with walk 
tbe .. hal-ls with us. People who dat_e each other 
take the ·same -classes. And people who know us 
and our relationships are in a position to 
make policy-changes and offer-services that 
could impact·. thousands of ·students . 

T_he ·current approj:tches used by schools, which 
we outlined in our written testimony, are 
well-intentton~d, but they•re not working. 
Yes, parents ~nd·families play a role in 
edlica·ting us, but we firm'ly believe that 
strengthening the. skills 'of teachers, 
admini~t~ators' coun_selor:~ and support . staff 
to J;"ecognize and respond to: te·en dating 
violence on camp~s arid in the hallways is 
critical if we•re going to ·make a difference. 

According to· the Family Violence,Prev:-ention 
Fund, •.1.As mentors and role models ·to students, 
school staff have a tremendous o;r;>portunity to 
impact ow students g:r;-pw to understand, .and 
appreciate sa:ee and healtby re1ationships. ·If 
they. can· _shape ·the way· students think and act 
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today, the social norms that perpet.ua:te 
viole~ce ·can. be extinguished tomorrow." 

House Bill 5315 will heip·the·teen dating 
viC?lence education movement gai.n, tract·ioll: in 
more parts of .Connecticut, and we are very 
happy to hear that the Commissioner of 
Education supports this. 

r 

It's a movement to get more peop'l:e· to talk 
more openly and to take more act.ion about 
can we speak -- thank you very much. 

It's· a movement t.o get more people to talk 
more openly and to take more action about 
something 'that happens in every community, in 
every .school·. No one -- no one -- is immune 

.from the _potentially devastating effects that 
dating ~iolence ha~ on the physical, 
emotional, .academic and soci·al -li:ves of people 
niy age .. 

KRISTEN BAILEY: However, a bigger picture remains. 
In our discussions with the Task Force. on 

.Domestic Violence, we recommended three steps 
that school districts should take to close 
gaps in .policy and services: Statewide 
wr.itten policies to identify, prevent and 
address teen dat·ing violence on campus and in 
school; training in ·teen dating violence for 
all s.chool personnel, e~pecially health 
teachers; and health classes about dating 
violence fo.r student.s in grades 7 through 12, 
based on a· stand~rd curriculum or standard 
set~ of curricula~ 

We look forward to working with you on,House 
Bill 5315, our recommendations to close the 
gaps i~ policy and services, and then the teen 
dating violence education reforms outlined in 
the report of the House Speaker's Task .Force 
on Domestic Violence. 

000080 



•• 

,. 

• 

78 
jr/gbr EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

March 1, 2010 
3:30 P.·M. 

Thank you for the o~portunity to share our 
recommendations. We'd be happy to take 
questions. 

SENATOR GAFFEY: "Thank you very- much. Both of you 
did an- excellent .job. with·. that testimony. 
Thank you for _participating with the task 
force. V~ry· good work has come .from that· task 
force, and I'm sure. we're going-to see 
legis~at:lon passed at the end of this session. 

Questions? Yes, Representativ.e. 

REP. WOOD: Yes. Adam and Kristen, thank you very 
much for testifying. I really applaud your 
comm:Ltment to this, and I think the two things 
·that really stood out for m,e li_stening to· what . 

. ·you were·· saying w~s the social norms that -
perpetuate the violen_ce . ." 

And this· is-something that hits every single 
commun·i.ty in this state, and we all have a 
re!=lponsibility to do something and to teach 
students in high school the beginnings of it 

.and how to deal with it at the. start, and ·I 
really thank·yoQ tor coming_ up. 

Thank.you, Mr. Chair . 

. SENATOR GAFFEY: Thank you . 

. Further questions? Sena.tor McDonald. 

SENATOR McDON~LD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Good afternoon, Adam and Kristen. Thank-you 
very much f.or being here. And, you know, 
we·•:ve had an opportunity to -- to see each 
other down in Stamford when I was invited 
there. Thank you very much for making the 
trek up here and -- anq seeing what we do up 
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here and for that very compelling testimony . 

Members of the committee may or may not know, 
but some of the testimony that is the result 
of these young adults here today is -- is 
because of some very devastating consequences· 
of teen violence that took place in ~- in 
Stamford in a very d,ramatic and violent way, 
and that was ·an extraordinarily sad event for 
our community. 

But I have .to say that seeing you here, 
your -- the other students and -- and your 
ini:tiatives has been extraordinary, because 
you've taken some very tough lessons that 
young adul t·s. have learned· and· tried to make 
·something.artd have made something very 
produc.tive and wonderful out of it . 

. So I want to ·than,k you an,d for yo~r te·stimony 
on behalf of the -- of the speaker's task 
force, your involvement. 

I was actually just talking with 
Repres~nt-ative Fox earlier about some of these 
initiatives, and I want. to thank you very much 
:fo;r being. such an ,integral part of that 
process. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

SENATOR GAFFEY: Thank you, Senator. 

Further comments, questions? 

Yes, Representative.Miller. 

REP. MILLER: Kristen, Adam, I, too, would like to 
thank yo~ and to commend you for your 
commitment to this cause, and you're a role 
model for us as adults, that we have a 
responsibility to you to make·sure that you're 
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I have had ·the opportunity to be in to 
witness domestic violence amongst te:enagers, 
and I tpink had there· been an education 
curriculum in the.school~, the young lady at 
the other end would have realized that the way 
sh.e was being treated was wrong. 

·So. I thank you an~ the other members of the 
organization,·especially the adult leaders, 
because they have to be· committed ·as well to 
this cause. 

So. I thank you very much·, as Senator McDona1d 
~ays; for taking the trip up here and to stay, 
to remain during the entire time. 

·so again, tharik you. And if there's anything 
that we car:1 do to ~ss.i,st you with "the cause, 
you know where we. are. 

Thank you . 

SENATOR.GAFFEY: Thank you, Representative. 

Anything further? Thank you very much for 
your testimony. App~eciate it. 

KRISTEN BAILEY:· Thank you. 

ADAM SHAPIRO: Thank you. 

SENATOR GAFFEY: Mary Loftus Levine, pleas.e. 

~y LOFTUS LEVINE: Good af'terrioon, Senator. 
Gaffey:. 

SENATOR GAFFEY: Good afterpoon. 

MARY LOFTUS LEVINE: Representative Reynolds and 
members of the committee . 

.... 
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CHERYL ·MARTONE: ·Good evening. I apologize, my 
voice is a little hoarse because I talk a lot 
on the weekertds to parents because ... 

~y_name is Cheryl Martone, and I thank you for 
having· me here, Education Comrtli t tee. I·'· m not 
sure.of everybody's name here, Gaffey and 
Fleischmann. 

I started a parent ·support group a year ago 
called u.s. Concerned Parents, and I'm an 
advocate for parents and an educator on t;:he 
laws pro.t·ecting children and family 
preservat-ion, arid I 'm here to bear my. 
testimony t;.oday on s~veral bil-ls, mainly _5315 '· 
education and the :reduction of domestic .. 
violence, and· 276, petitions for- n~glecte.d, 
uncared for dependent c~ildrert. · 

And I'm in favo~ O:f 5315. The only thingi'd. 
like to·include in that is for-- 4here's a 
privacy. act of 197·4 which· protects children 
and·parents from being interrogated if the 
school wa,nts to qu·estion a child. They ·should · 
have the parent present, arid that's a law. 

And schools have been.seriously neglecting 
.and I d.on I t know -- I don·' t know who I s 
sup~osed to oversee that law, but I would like 
to see that included in this bill. 

Also:, I would like to see -- you have ·a -- a 
section here ·the state Board of ed., about the 
region~l boa·rds of education _to include all 
these other things about Americ.an -
African-Aq~.erican history and blah -.- et 
·cetera. · What .about It.alian-American history 

. and culture? I '.d ·like to s.ee that added·. 

I • m he-re.· today bec·ause it • s about parent 
alienation, the schools and -- I'm an 
investigat.or. I'm investigating things on DCF 
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because ·of· what was done to me·. They ·tried t.o 
ali.enate me from my child. 

It starts with CPS, Child Protection Service. 
I Wish ~bre parents were here. A lot o~ 
parents are afraid to speak up about this 
because they're afrC!-i.d of reta.liation, arid I 
know becaus.e I was one that was retali·ated 
aga"ins.t ser.l,ously. 

My son keeps getting retaliated at school 
every time I speak up, and I really care about 
him, and I w~sh that the Governor and this 
committee would see that these -- this is a 
se:tioti"s ··entity going on aboUt retaliation, 
aboU"t s.pea.king aboUt up about DCF· and CPS 
breakin~ the laws. 

I'm not against DCf. I'm about seeing that 
they, you know, don't break the laws, okay? 

I'd lLke to see reform on CPS, jud~cial abuse 
reform, because they -- the schools send a lot 

. of referrals· to, you know -- I"'m talking about 
truancy, excused ab$ences, unexcused absences. 

What about sta~tin~ a parent -- I dontt know 
if there's a parent review board, if there's 
such thing a~ a parent review board. What 

..... 
~b6ut_parent~ reviewing what's ~e~ng reported 
to courts or DCF? 

SENAT.OR GAFFEY: Ms. Martone, could you please 
· summarize? 

CHERYL MARTON.E: Okay·. 

SENATOR GAFFEY: Thank you. 

CHERYL MARTONE: What I 1 ri1 trying to say is tt~e 

school where-my child attended failed my 
child, and so did DCF. ·And I started a blog . 
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Raised·Bill275: AN ACT CONCERNING STAFF QUALIFICATIONS FOR SCHOOL 
IU;ADINESS PROGAAMS FOR 2015 

The.DepiP1Jllent. of Education strongly supports Raised Bill275, An Act Con·cernilig Staff 
Qualifications for Schooi Readiness Programs for 2015. Current law requires that by 2()15 
school readiness classrooms are_staffed with teachers who hold(1) a bachelor's degree from an 
accredited higher education institution in early childhood education, child development, or a 
related ·commissioner-approved field; or (2) a teaching certificate with a sp~cial education or 
eaily childhood endorsement. This "target stand~d cannot·be r~ac~ed given: (1) the insufficient 
nu~bers of four .. year Early Childhood Education (ECE) degree programs; and (2) the.time it · · 
takes for those pursuing these degrees to complete their program. 

. . 

This bill seeks to remedy these problems by revising the staff requirements to require that 
half of the teach~r:s m programs accepting scho.ol readiness 'funds have either (1) a bachelor's" 
degree from an accredited higher education institution or (i) a teaching certificate with an early 
childhood educ~tion endors~ent. The remaining half of the teachers must have an associate's 
degree from art accredited'higher.education institution. All teachers, whether they have a 
bachelor's degree or an:associ~te's degre~~ would have to.either obtain a new early childhood 
credential that establishes competencies based on performance by completing a program of 
study approved by the Commissioner of Higher Education or hold a teaching certificate in early 
childhood education . 

. The 20.15 ,standards in current state law are unattainable for a number of reasons. First, DHE 
analysis demonstrated ·it is not possible to prepare enough bachelors' level·teachers to meet this 
requrrement by 2015- only 31% of teachers in these programs currently have a bachelor's 
degree. Further, certified teachers normally do not accept positions in .cornmurtity settings. They 
take teaching positions in the public schools where the salaries are higher and the benefits and 
hours are better. 

While some may see the revised staffing requirements proposed in this bill as a step 
backwards, this bill actually raises the current standards for all teachers in state-funded School 
Readiness, Head Start, and DSS Child.Cai'e."Centers (community-based early cb!ldhood.settings) 
to an attainable standard for 2015. This proposal aligns with national policy and it representS 
significant progress over our c~ent standard. As such, the Department of Education supports 
Raised Bill 275. 
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be constrUed as a waiver of the transportation service. offered by the board of education. The 
boar~ of ~ucation would not be expected to provide transportation dUring the period .that the 
student· actively uses the student parking permit. However, if student's parking privileges are 
revoked or the stu.dent is no longer permitted to drive as a result oflegal action or parental 
direction, the stUdent who is eligible for transportation purstiant to· the policy or guidelines· of the 
board "of ~ucation ·must be provided school :accommodations by transportation. during the school 
year. 

As such, tli.e· Department. opposes this proposal. 

Raised Bill 5315: ~ACT CONCERNING ·EDUCATION AND THE REDUCTION OF. 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE . 

The Depa$lent supports Raised Bill 5315 which see~ to incoryorate "teen dating 
violence" and domesdc viol~nce to the list of"in-service training programs that each loc.al or 
regional broad of education shall provide to teachers, administrators and pupil personnel. The 
bill also r:~uir~s th~ State Board of Education to assist and encourage local and regional bo~ds 
to include doinestic.violence·and teen dating violence as part of in-service training programs, 
within available appro~riations and utilizing available materials. 

. Of note, the Department of Education does not have curriculum for teen dating violence 
prevention ivailable. We do have the Healthy and Balanced Ljving Curriculum Framework 
available for frc;:e on, our website that includes standards and performance indicators which c~ 
.be· used. by districtS to develop their own health education curriculum . 
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Testimony 
Submitted to the 

Education Committee 

March 1, 1010 

.SJU71AN·Acr CONCERNING THE INCLUSION OF STUDENTS ON LOCAL AND 
REGIONAL BOARDS OF EDUCATION 

SB 278 AN ACT CONCERNING TRUANCY 
SB 279 AN ACI ~ONCERNING FOREIGN LANGUAGES TAUGHT .IN THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS 
SB 280 AN Acr CONCERNING SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION 

HB 531S AN ACT. CONcERNING EDUCATION AND THE REDUCTION OF 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

The Connecticut Association of Boards of Education (CABE) opposes SB 277, An Act 
Concerning the ·Inclusion of Students on Local and Regimial Boards of" Education. Boards can 
already provide for student representatives, and manY do. CABE would like the discretion as to 
wbether·they are dected or appoin~ to remain.atthe board level. There is currently, across the 
state, a mix of elected and appointed student members. 

CABE is concerned about-the requirement in SB 278, An Act ConceJlling Truancy, which would 
~the s-=. Board Education to define excused. and Un.excused absences for pmposes of the 
truancy statute. Cmrently excused and unexcused absences are ~ssed in local school district 
policy._ These p>IiCies -~ cleveloped at the local level with~ opportunity for community input. 
We do noffeel this is an atea where a·uniform statewide definition is appropriate 8l1d useful. · 

CABE opposes the adoption of .SB 279. An Act Concerning Foreign Languages Taught in the 
;Public Schools. Foreign language instruction is .an important issue· that should be part of the 
overall' discussion of secOndary school reform. In addition, foreign languages are a teacher 
shortage area, makjng it extren;~ely difficult for districts to· employ the staff to meet this 
requirement -to say nothing of the additional-resources that wauld be required in same districts 
·to meet this mandate. 

CABE opposes the positions·of SB 280. An Act Concerning School Transpo~on,·wbich would. 
prohibit a re~onal educational service center from providing transportation services to stlidents 
m cases where boards of education request competitive- bids. This is in direct contradiCtion to 
efforts under way ~the local, regic,mal and state level to deliver education programs and ~ces· 
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in a more. cost effective llianner. Any impediment which restricts the ability of a board of 
education to secure an appropriate service at the most comp~tive price should be oppo~ed.. 

. . 

While Section 2 of this bill .appears .tQ be an effort to a,Uow boards of education to reduce. 
transportation costs t;y allowing a parent or guardian to submit a written waiver of school 
tnmsportatiQn services. - It is. not clear whetb,er this provision would eonflict with the 
requirements in Sectio:g.s 10-186 and i0 .. 22Q to ptovide transportation as part of a free 
appropriate public education in Connecticut It is also doubtful that there would be significant 
.cost savings associated with such a waiver, since buses woUld still have to rim over similar 
routes to pick up thOse 'students who did not waive transportation. 

We un~ ~t HB 53.1 ~' An. Act Concerning Education and' the :Reduction of Domestic 
. Violence, is part .of a Student initiative to address thi,s important issue. ·we coiDiilend the 

approach taken in ·the bill befo~ you which provide that these issues be' addressed as a p~ of the 
in-serviCe ~aini!ig progtain, rather' than creating a separate mandate. 

We appreciate your attention to .these issues . 
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iii.. . ·CONNECTICUT 
·· · C.ONFEfiEI't.ICI; OF 

. MUN.ICIP~LITIES 

GOO Chapel_ St., 01h ROor-, NewHIMII'I, Cornaetlcut08610-2807 
-Phone (203) 4CI8...SOOO • Fa(20C3) 682-6314 • -.ocmoct.OIJI 

TESTIMONY 
ofthe 

CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE OF MUNICIPALITIES 

.to the 

EDUCATION COMMI:rTEE 
March 1, ~010 

CCM. is "Connecticut's statewide aSsociation of towns and cities and the voice of local govemments - your 
· partners in governing Connecticut. Our members represent ov~ 93% of Connecticut's population. We 

appreciate this opportunity·to·provide testimony· to you on issues of concern to towns ai:ld cities. 

CCiVJ.opposes the imposition of any -.ew unfunded mandat~ on local governments or local/regional 
boards of education. · 

Raised Senate Bill 179 "An Act Concerning Foreign Language Taught in the .Public School,s" and 
Raised IJouse Bill $31$ "An Act Concerning Education and the Reduction of Domestic V"10~ence"· 
would be state-dictated chan·ges to high.~chool. graduation req~~ments and teacher in-service training and 
would Impose new. unfunded ·mandates on local and regionlll boards of education - further. increasing the 
financial burden on.loc81 property taxpayers. 

While these p_roposals. may be laudllble in purpose, towns and cities have recently suffered a S 100 million 
cut in state aid in .this·bi~ium; the,State is currently grappling with a $500-$700 Drlllion cun:entyear
deficit; and, upwards of $3 billion deficits faces us ·in the out years. li1 addition, as local costs rise ECS is 
expected to be "level-fUnded" with FY 08-09, and only due to federal ARRA funding. In this. context the . 
State should not eiltertabl any new ~funded mandates on local govemments. Municipalities !lfe not 
receiving enough state funds•for what they already must do. 

CCM urges the coD:unittee to take no action on these bills. 

###### 

Ifyou have any q~estions, please contact.Kachina Walsh-Weaver, 
.Seni_or Legislative Associate of CCM, via email kweaver@ccm-ct.org or via phone (203) 498-3026. 
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Wt.y wait for someone else to make a difference? 

Conn-'i~ut Assembl,'s Educatic-n Committee 
Testimoi'l~ hi Support of HBSJIS 

March 1, 2010 

Introduction 

Good aft~rnoon Senator Gaffey,· Representative Fleischmann and members of tl:ie 
Education Committee. We have a special greeting for Senator Boucher, Senator McDonald 
an~ Representative Wood, who ·have ·worked with us on teen dating violence and human 
trafficki"9 .,egis,ation,,as well as Repr~entative Miller, who supports· our work in Stamford. 

My name is Kristen ·Bailey and I am from the Center for Youth Leadership, which is 
based at Brien McMahon High School in Norwalk. I am joined by Adam Shapiro, who is a 
member of the Mayor's Youth Leadership Council, ~hich is· a Partnership between the· 
Stamford Youth Services Bureau and Stamford High School. 

On behalf of the 314 stu~ent activists in our programs, we are here·to testify in 
support of HB 5315 - An Act Concerning Education and the Reduction of Domestic Violence. 
A companion piece to our t¢imony is the written statement that was submitted ·by the 
YNet Program at the Greenwich YWCA, which has joined us in advocating for teen dating 
violence legislation. 

·HB 5315 and Teen Dating Violence 

One of the first things we learn in our activism training· is· that change takes time. 
That training has serv~ us well since 2007, which is when we launched our teen dating 
violence· social change. campaign. The campaign includes research, countless public awareness 
around· the state, volunteer work with middle school students, and policy issues. On the . 
policy side: 

1. We convinced the Connecticut Department of Public Health to· revise the survey it 
administers to teens; :the· Department now collects data on multiple types of teen dating 
violence, rather than just physical dating violence, which has been the standard 
measurement .for several years. 
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2. We introduced legislation last year· that received a hearing before the Judiciary 
Committee. · 

3. And since November 2009 we have been ·workii1g with Representatives Mae Flexer, Gerald 
Fox and Terrie Wood and other members of the House Speaker's Task Force on Domestic 
Violence to bring teen dating laws from Rhode Island, Nebraska and Ohio to CoMecticut. 

Qur campaign continues because teen dating violence is one of Conn~cticut's more 
stubborn public health issues, with demonstrated connections to school failure, birth 
control sabotage, drug USe; suicide, and adult domestic violence. Our campaign continues 
because we have promises to keep to te~ in. CoMecticut - the pron,ise of healthy dating 
relationships; t~e. promise that our campuses and schools will remain free from dating. 
violence; and ·the promise to change how the. State .of CoMecticut educates people my age 
about' dating violence. · 

We believe schools can help us keep these promises, which is why we are pleased 
that the ·Education Committee has recommended an •in-service. training program for 
teachers, ad"'inistrators, pupil personnel, paraprofessionals and noncertified employees• In 
HB5315. . 

For 180 .days a year we spend close to half of our waking hours at school. People we 
trust work there. ~eople we. have grown up with walk the halls with us. People who date 
each. other take the same classes together. And people who know us and our relationships 
are in a position to make policy chang·es and offer services that could impact thousand~ of 
stu.d.u1ts. The current approach'"-s used ~y schools, which are outlined in our written. 

· testimony~ are well intentioned, but they are not working. 

Yes, parents and families play a role in educating us, but we 'firmly believe· th~t 
strengthening the skills of teachers, administrators, counselors and support staff to 
recognize and respond to teen dating violence on campus and 'in·the hallways, is critical if we 
are going to make a difference. . 

According to the Family Vi~lence Prevention Fund, • As mentors and role' models to 
students~ schoQi staff' have ·a tremendous opportunity to impact how students grow to 
understand and appreciate safe and healthy relationships. If they can shape the way 
students ~hink and act today, the social norms that perpetuate violence can be extinguished 
tomorrow: · 

., 
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H85315 will help the teen dating violence educatio!'l movement gain traction in more 
parts of ConneCticut; a movement to get more people to talk more openly and to take more 
action about something that happens in every community, in every school. No one- no one
is immune from the potentially devastating effects that dati_ng violence has on the physical, 
emotional, academic and social lives· of people my age. 

Closing· 

However, a bigger picture remains. In our discussions with the Task Force on 
Domestic Violence,. we-recommended three steps that· school districts should take to close· 
gaps in policy and services: district-wide written policies to identify, prevent and address 
teen dating violence on campus and .in school; training in teen dating violence for cill school 
per$onnel, especially health teachers; and health ~lasses abo~t .c;lating violence for students 
in grades 7 - 12_ based on a standard curricuium, or sets of cu_rricula. 

We. look forward to working with you on HB5315; our recomm·endations to close the 
gaps· in policies.and services; and the. teen dating violence education reforms o~lined in the 
report of the House Speaker's Task. Force on Domestic Violence, Thanks for the · 
opportunity to share our recommendations.· We would be happy to take questi_ons. · 

Gaps ·in Services at Schools 
Excerpt ·from our January 5, 2010 discussion 
with the Task Force on Domestic Violence 

•The current methods used by many schools in Connecticut are not working. Here's one 
thing that some teachers do. They go on-line and piece together material from a wide 
variety of sources. The teachers are well intentioned, but witho"'t training in dating 
violence they may not know what they are looking for, and they "'~ use sources 'that do not 
r~fiect youth ~ulture or yout~-specifit risk$ and resources~ · 

In another metho~ used by teachers, they invite domestic violence educators into class for 
a 45-minute discussion. Great idea, but here ·are· the--problems with this approach. The 
community educators are not familiar with the culture of the school; 'Tl:ley are rarely seen 
again. The discussions are ~ot co-led with the teacher. And very little- if anything- is. 
done to strengthen th!B skills of teachers, administrators and counselors; th~ very people 
who are in schoQl every day, and who see and must respor~d to dating violence on campu$. -

--3--
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.We.need people who are in ~chool day in and day out to receive training in the warning signs 
of dating vio.lenc~. safety pl~ning~ and how to r:-espond to victims and abusers. 

That's why we·tookthi~ step in Octo~er 2009. We C1$k that you follow our lead. We 
sponSored a six-hour curriculum workshop that included 16 health teachers from high 
schools in our towris; tw~ staff from a local domestic violence agency; and· two social 
workers from one of our school based hecdth ~enters. 

They received training, sets of a curriculum and evaluation material, with the understanding 
that they WC?uid test the curriculum in class through· June· 2010. They said. that the training 
provided them .with 'E;Xcellent resources': and 'gave them tools they can use immediately in. 
"das$.' • 

Sources, ·ooficy statements·for school districts 
California Women's law Center at www.cwlc.ora. Click on •Pre5s/Publications. • 
Break the Cycle, Inc. at www.breakthecycle.ora. See the ·Model Policy Toolkit.• 

Sources, teacher training and classes for students 
Lindsay AM' Burke Act of ·Rhode "Island at www.labmf;org. 
Safe Dates curriculum 
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Toatlmony of Rop~entatlve Girald Fox of Stamford 
Befors t1111 Bd~tcatioiJ Commfties OIJ Ralsed.BIIl 5315, A11. Act .C.oncetnlng Bdllcalion and tiiB 

RBdllctfoiJ of Oomattc vtolsncs 

Senator Gaffey, Representative Fleischmann and memberS of the Education Commlttee, I would like 
to thank you for rai~ing-1-IB S31S, AN Acr CONCERNING EDUCATION AND niB RBDUC'I10N 
OFPOMBSTIC VIOLENCE. . . 

The need for better domestic violence victims' support services, and a moA' effective l~w enfon:cmeot 
on~ legal system bave grown .dramatically 'in recent years. Already about .hirty percent of our criminal· 
court dockets involve domestic violence and many more of tbese crimes go unreported. 

In an effort to help fo~mulate Connecticut's response to cl\allenges faced by "Victims of domestic 
violence, the Speaker of ·the House Chris Donovan convened a bJ,.partlsan task fon:c on domeslic 
violence. · 

. . . 
The task fon:c began their work in November 2009 and beld a ~cries of meetings at which they beard 
testimony and suggestions from domestic violence advocacy groups, ·survivors, police, pl'OSecutors, 
state court c;»fficials, educators, and family support counselors. I bad the privilege of p,1~clpating in 
the worlf; of the task fo~ and an important component of our legislative recommendations seeks to 
identify areas that require improvement; particularly in education, protection and prevention sefvices 
for victims. HB 531 S is based on some of the: task -force's recommendations. · 

Dating violence cannQt be ·treated as only an adult problem. In fact, what tbe task force found was that 
teen dating violence is disturbingJy.common. Tbo.goal of this legislation is to bring awareness to the 
problem of domestic· violence and teen diating viofence. Stud~nts need· to be aware of the "amage tbat 
this type of behavior causes and education professionals need.to be.able .to recognize the warning signs 
so that they can help. Upless the Cycle ofbebavior is st~pped, teen abusers. will become adult ibuseiS. 
Our teenagers who are yicthns of domestic· violence need to kaow ·that they are not alone. It is clear 
that by investing in education, we lake anoiher step towards reducing the incidents of 4omestic 
violence Md protecting our young people. 

Thank you very much for. this opportunitY today and I. urge the conimi~tee's favorable report. 

, I 

L 
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Dear Senator Gaffey arid Represelitative Fleischmann: 

000278: 

On ~e~f of the 40 student activists of the YNet Program, we are writing in 
support of HB 5315 ·- An Act Concerning Education and the Reduction of Domestic 
Violence. YNet, which is based at Greenwich High School, is a partn~p with the 
Greenwich YWCA 

We. want tQ thank the Education Committee for recognizing teen dating violence 
as a prominent isSJJe of concern in our state. We have special thanks \0 ·Representatives 
Mae Flexer, Terrie Wood and Gerry Fox of the House Speaker's Task Force on "Domestic 
Violence, as well as Senator Toni Boucher for her support of teen·· dating ·violence 
initiatives. · 

Teen dating vioience is a public h!'Blth concern. There are strong correlations 
b~een teen datilig violence ·and unwanted teen pregnancy, low academi~ performance, 
as :well is depression and suicide; not to mention the fact that many abuSive teen 
·relationships set .the stage for violent relationships in adulthood. Although teel:l ~ating 
violence has recently .received more attention. than ever, this public health issue ·has 
tradi~onally.not been given as .much attelition as other less stigmatized problems, S11Ch as 
smoking and drunk driving. 

HB 5315 is a positive step towards reducing incidents of teen dating violence in 
Connecticut. H()wever, we believe it lacks a comprehensive action plan, which should 
include the recon#nendations of the Task Force on· Domestic Violence; e.g., identify ~d 

·integrate a standard ~een dating violence cmriculmn into grades 7-12 and •bl~sh a 
school-wide po~cy on how to "identify and address dating violence on campus and in 
school.. We b.elieve ~t educating teachers about abusiye rel~tionships, incb~ding how to 
identify and respond to warning signs, while important, is not sufficient to significantly 
reduce incidents of dating violence . 

. YNet and other youth-led organizations ·in Fairtiel4 County (e.g., Center for 
Youth Leadership in Norwalk and the Mayor's Youth Leadership Council in Stamford), 
have been working diligently · to increase awareness of teen dating violence aild 
emphasize the large scope of a~sing .the problem .. _We believe it is imperative that 
teen dating violence education Occur in middle and high schools because it is during these· 
years th~t t~ens.are experimenting with dating and haviilgtheirfiiSt romantic 

Z59 East Putnam A~eoue .. GreenwiCh, Connecticut 06830 - 103.869.6501 

1 



• 

•• 

000279-----

YWCA Greenwich Domestic Abuso Services 
YNet 

Testimony re HBS31S 

relationshlps. At this age, teens do not have the prior experience to compare their 
partner's behavio~ to lind therefore, they cannot always reco~ warning signs of an 
unh~thy rel~tionship :and/or abusive patterns. By including teen dating violence 
curriculU$ iilto legislation, students will learn how to develop healthy relationships in the 
co~ortable an,d fam,iliar setting of their .school. · 

Th~ yo\1 (or ~g our testimony regarding HB 5315. We congratulate you for 
your cmilmitllien~. to addressing teen dating. violence ~d welcome you to oQI" fight .for 
promoting healthy rehitioruihips fort~ in Connecticut. 

"Smcerely, 

Taylor Dawson 
Alexa Hochstin 
Samantha Stapleto~ 

Sent to Chris Calabrese, clerk.{or th~ Educati()D. 
~ttee, at chris.calabrese@cga.ct.gov 

Greenwich 
February 26, 2010 

2 
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To: Education Committee 

From: Linda Blozie 
Connecticut Coaiition Against Domestic Violence 

Date: March l, 2010 
.. 

000280 

Re: RB 53l5: An Act Concerning Education and the Reduction of Domestic Violence 

Good evening, Senator Gaffey, Representative Fleischmann and members of the Education 

CoriunittC?e.. My nam~ i!J Linda Blozi~ aild I am the Director of Public Affairs for the 

Connecticut Coalition, Against Domestic Violence. Thank you for accepting my testimony 

regardill~ Raised Bill 5315: An Act Concerning Education and the Reduction of Domestic 

Viol.en~.· 

. ' 

In a recen~ study conducted by students at Capital Prep Magnet School in Hartford, 33% of the 

respondents, (lges 10-19, ·reported that they knew someone who had experienced dating_ violence 

in theU: relationship. In ~s same survey, 63% of the students also reported that they would be 

most likely to talk with a fr\lSted adult If they were experiencing vloience in their ;relationship or 

if they h~ a friend who was being abused. Based upon my conversations with teenagers, I feel 

safe in saying that one ofth~e i:n,lsted adults is.someone's teacher. As students spend a majority 

of their time m school, we ~ust.adequat~ly prepare all teachers for the challenges they face when 

working with teenagers. One of these issues is dating violence . 
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I am here today to speak in supjJort· of Raised Bill 5315. By educating teachers on teen dating. 

violence, we can give them the tools and resources to intervene and respond when these 

situations .occut. At CCADV, our goal is to stop datin~ violence before it s~. Dprlng the 

preteen and teen years, young people are learning skills th!i'Y neect to form positive reiationships 
. -

With others. ·nus is the ideal tilne to promote he!llthy relati9nships and prevent patterns of dating 

violence that ·can last into adulthood. 

Thank you for any positive consider~tion:you give this ~ill .. 

. I 
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Gooc;l afterDQon Sen~tor Gaffey, Representative Fleischmann pod distinguished 
members of the Education Cotnmittee. For the record, my name i11 Michelle· Cruz aild I 
am the V.ctim AdV,o.e&le .fc>r the State of Connecticut Thank you for the .opportunity to 
provide testimopy 'in SUPPORT .of: · · 

Raised House Bill No. 5315, .A11 Act Co1rcerning Education and th' Reduction of 
IJ(jmestic -Yioleirce 

One of the many responsibilities of the Office of the Victim Advocate (OVA) is 
to conduct:progrmrts of public ed\1cation and outreach to the community. In December of 
200?. t)le OVA. serit letters to all colleges, universities and :high schools around the state 

· to offer the OVA as ·a resource.'to their instituticm. The· response was overwhelming; the 
OVA visited .p'l,lpleious classes, varying 'from criminal justice to health awareness. The 
OVA discussed is8ues relating to victims' rights, teen violence, sexual assault and safety. 

Stptistics show that one in three teenagers h~ts ~erienced violence m· a datjng 
relationship. Teen· dating violence is often hidden because te~agers typically are 
inexperieilced wit)t dating relationships, want independence. from their parents;, are 
pressured .by' peers and have misguided views of love and relationships. Just as we 
educate our children about health aild exercise. it' is important to teach them about healthy 
relationships ~dpc;rson81 safety. as well as what the red flags are iD potentially · 
dangerous relationships; In acldition, we must also teach our.cbildren to stand up for one 
another and voice their concerns ov.er either controliing partnerS or abusive behavior of 
their pec;rs. Bystander responsibilities go'hand in hand with education. about teen.~a,ting 
violence~ 

MODiS and.Dads for Education to Stop Teen Dating Al)use (MADE) is a national 
coalition of parertts,. teachers and concern~d ci•izens who are advocates for ensuting tlult 
every middle scho91 and high school in the countly is tepching a curriculum ·on 
preventing dati~ relations~ip vioience and abuse. MADE was !punched ill December of 
200.8; a collaboratioil between Li~ Claibome;-·lnc. and .. the parents of Lindsay Ann Burke, 
,murdered ~n .2005 by her ex-boy'frieod .. O~ly twenty-five percent (25%) of teens report 
llaving a_ttended a course on dating abuse in their school and only thirty-percent (30%) of 
parents say their child's school provides resources.• I have attached some of the · 
information available from MADE; much of the work has already been do~e-it~s time 

1 MADE: WW\V.Ioveisnotabuse.comlpdelindex.hbUl 

Phune: (~60) SSo-663~. (888) 771·3 126 Fax: (860) S66"3S42 
All AJ11n11trti\>e Actfo11IEquul Opportullil)• Emplo)'t!r 

. I 
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now .to begin to educate our children by mandating schools to educate on ieen dating 
violence. · 

Finally, we need to educate our school administrators, teachers, counselors ~nd 
other ~tT on how to recognize the signs of teen dating violence and of the servlces that 
are available thro~gho1,1~ the state, including the eighteen (18) domestic violence. member 
programs. AlthQugh:statistics show that a teen ·i11volved in a viQlent dating relationship is 
more likely to confide in a peer, the educaticmal coilli:QUiiity m~t be well ~uipped, 
knowledgeable and prepared in their response to any incid~ts of tecli datlng. violence or 
domestic ·violence. · 

Raised House Bill No. 6494 will provide teenagers with knowledge of tec:JJ dating 
violence and guiclaPce for choosing healthy relationships. l strongly urge·the 
commhtee~s suppQrt of this important. proposal. Thank you for consideration of my 
teatilnony. . · 

~~ 
Michelle CniZ, Esq . 
State Victiin Advocate 

ooo·~s3 
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.MADE (MOMS AND. CAOS' FOR EOUCAilCNl 

TO ·.SToP TEEN DATlNG ABt;,ISE 
'is national coalition of parents, 

· teacherw; teens lind conc;emed c1t1- · 
tens clevoted to ending. teen da\tng 
violence and abuse· through..educa. 
U1111. ANYONE can ]Dln MADE an~. 
INE.RYON E can make a difference;. 
MADE's goalls1D ensure that eoNY 
middle and hlgb ~aolln thuqun
try Is teaching ~· curri£Uium on teen 
dating, violence and abuse. 

Inspired by the courageous and 
dedicated parents whose children 
have been victims of retatlon$1Ujl ~1-
cilenc&, Liz Claiborne Ine. launched 
UADi In Decentb!r, 2008. Ann and · 
Chris Burfce, patents and edUcators 
frOm Providence, RI, wllo ·loSt ihelr 

. own daughter Ll~ AM to datrng 
violence In 2005, serve as MADE's 
co-ell rectors. 

Today MADE hJS thousands .of 
meinbers. working to ensure· that 
all teeos are edUCiited about dat.
lng vlol~nce ·and ·libuse. MAISS: Is 
¥10rtdll9 with tile National founda-

fipn· for Women Leglslatllrs cNFWO. 
to lnb11duce ill'ld pass legls.latlaiHIR' 
teen dating vlolente and afluse ·In 
evei'J state. This past year leglsla
tlori on ·teen elating violence edu~:J-· 
tiDII waS passed In New Mexico,. 
Maryllmd, . Oklahoma, Hawaii and 
Geot.gla, and legislation lspemlllli In 
Connecticut; Ohio, New Yo;lc, Mlchl
gall and South tarollna. Hpweye~ 

even where leglslatllm was ~~ 
on this issue, very few states actuat(y 
mandate schools to teadJ·all stlldtrits 
about relationship vlolence.~rals 
more we need to® In EVl:llY &tate 

. to ensure all teens' safety. 

.MADE's national· partnl!18 IRCIJide · 
the Joyful Hearl founl!atloD, ru·Na
tJonai Foundation for Womeri. leQfs-· 
lators CNFWL), Redbook magazbie;. 
Seventeen magazine, The National · 
~Jaflon ·af ·Attorneys General 
ENAAG), O'o Something, 1!'\d LOWJ:Sr 
respeef. the National Teen lbitfnlJ 

·AbUse· Helpline. 

WHATYDU CAN OOTC END-TEEN 
DATING VIOLENCE AND ABUS~ 
• J6ln MA!JE by visiting www. 
lilve'lsnotat~use .. com/iriadefpe. 
tltlon.h.l!Tfl •. 

. . 
• E;nllst Y!lur .friends, colleagues 
. and neighbors to join I.IADE: 

• ·Gel Involved with your staw 
MAUE· ~apter and support 
legislative efforts that tall 
.on ml6dle schools and high 
tchools to. teach teen dating 
vlolence GUrricula. 

• Contact schools where- )'Ou 

live and ask them to teach a 
curr,lcuJiim: on teen dating vio
lence; T-he t.eve ls Not Abuse 

curriculu_m. Js f~e cif ~harge. 
and un .l)e~talned by i/Tsltlng 
www.lovetsnatllbuse;com. I~ Is 
typically taught by health or 
ERgli~h lan;,uaue· !liti teachers . 
and I$ eli;slly ln~arporated Into 
any C:!lllrse,'. 

• titllke· tlie' M·AIJE online 
lo!lllilt rwww.lovlflsnotabuse.. 
cgrit(.matleltak e:ac:tlo n. htm n 
for sample hittl!tS, useful sta-

.. flstflll and addltlonal lnfor
matlon · that malle~ spreading, · · 
the wor~ tbeUt 'teen dating 
vtolenc:v ~IJ. uuse and Mi.6'E 
.JU\$1 aniosslble. · · 

0 
0 
0 
N 
00 
~ 
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BUILDING A NA"n.CNAL MOVEMENT· 
Eve~:rcme's tallcliigilbau~ ~rnctudlni. ll/liah, ffi.d .,.,AmetiG.· 
11M 71H1¥ SbB~ 1/M.f:BS. &ri, SIJitHN/711 N~""'* Jrir.s. 

"Wtta ~ f/IWIIII.d(MAIIEtJ...,._, •III/IIIIIIIHII*"'-
SI/11, t1tln Bellltl~·tJamu ltJflibtftlilftmll IUt .• l fhrm UJ~s~;P 

-Rellbock. $ej:tlmbeJo·2DOJ~. 

·~ trlld ltl ••. t/JeiNID.tl"' 
· lnltliaJJ•ut '"" 8tlllg "'*"" • it an· 

, tRuglit ill·~ mJiJdl4 -·-'"--high 
sdl•tll In the t:tluntty. The t:rurlallum » 
IWJiy-u~r udif mdy tdr rlistii/Jufed. 
Wit! 1111 WI nltJttg1" 

. Bill PJI!xhell 
Meryland MADE S\al.e·AQJulellle~ 
anc fa:. .. er cf KriStin Mltdl.llhlhp was 
:nurde~ llyher boyfriend·lrr2005. 

"TTJJI tllitl11al t:llllitil}, 11illlfllul tiJi llfttl 
· fN IIJ1IIIat.d.IHII ,.,.,.'1/.,_lfllrh:rl~ 
•lillnwid1 tll.t t:an,~-~~~- llrls.. • 

·Ciitlund Ann ilut_ke .. 
Foiirc:ing Membeis;.MAII"£ 

•tJrmii:SiN /s.'ttl.,;, Ulat ,.,, ,,,,.. 
111~ Itt 1/ils t:•IIIIA u 'lltll u thilr plrenl£ 

· reui~t IIIe uriilf.lllftJtmatiiUJ .,. What If · 
manl tl te illsla/tlr fflllilllllkip ud 
li•w t. 4JII/y'ad.dDIIN ttlilll11nrhips. T• 

·-tllli ..... ArporstiiiiJJ, ,.,,.. 
mut.ul .,.,.tit.tlrgulatilltiS w 1m! 
,~. Dlttlbl tmn.·r. ,,., 
t:llllllllllllltla Bll ad tire rltllsn." 

Jl!ftl Rindfl 
VP Corgoritt:Cllnununlcatiens 
U1 C.liiborne Inc. 

· ''WUII/B'IIIIII II /Jf I Prt t1f_6._ II,_..,;~ t. this . 
. ~ a11u1J IIIIWfllllllt tl.lduDte.(IIIIINf}i U.llf t.en htitrg 
...... '111nl11giJ 1111' liUiJiiJ Wltk111ifli lfllrf~l! tlrl.ll!yfrll Hul'l 
. FfiNihl/ltJ, ,. 1ft fhsi/JMII,."'"' lllat,..,.,.. t:/111 ••. 

bi.IIJIIIIDIRiftlg llldhldtmls. Bi tdltAtltrl ., ~ dtltii'BIIIllirtl 
IWII'IIIIISblA n a. /I1Wirle tlrur file lnllgllt IIUI gulhace otCr 
IIIJ.'ff,.,. tbat ,, ., ,..,. rid~." 

t.'!Wka Hargi'..ay . 
. .AJ.IJJi Ud Preilder.t & Feunder af tJil! .illyfur tltart Foundation 
Pelll' Hermann 
,_, llld Joyful Htart Faunditlon BDII'd Member: 
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Good afternoon Representative Fleischmann, Senator Gaffey, and membei's of the Education Committee .. 

I appreciate the opportunity to express my s.!rong support for House Bill 5315,.AAC Education and the 
.Reductio.n of Dornestit: V"wlence~- a proposal which will empower educa,tol'S to better identify and respond to 
.teen dating viol~ce and. promo~ aw~ess and prevention of dpmestic violence. This bill is b.ased on one of 
the recommendations of the bipartisan, bicameral Speaker's Tll!i~ Fon:e on Domestic Violence, which has heard 
from advocates, students and educators about the need for more ttaining for school facQlty and staff. . . . . . 

This legislation adds teen dating and dQmestic violence to the list of topics covei'cd by in-service training 
programs .for teachers and admlilisttators, with the support of the State s·oard of Education. It also permits. 
school districts to jrich1de paraprofessionals and noncertified employees, w}J.o worlc one .on one with students 

. ~ughout.the school day, to p~cipate in these sessions. The State DepB:rtment.ofEdUcation has already 
developed ~ucational materials on healthy relationships, which will be made available to districts and 
educ~I'S for training purposes. · · 

· According,to the results of the 2007 Connectic.ut School Health Survey, 13.4% of s~dents reported being hit, 
slapped, or physically hurt on purpose by a significant other during the preceding 12 months. This is compared 
with 9.9% of students nationwide who Iq)Orted intentional injury by a boyfriend or girlfriend Dating violence 
has long term pllysical, academic, social and emotional consequences for thosC' who experience .it. If these 
behaviors Ire not i~~tified I!Dd ·addressed at an early ·age, they can persist Into adulthood ind carry serious 
consequences. · 

Because Connectic~t does· not-have a state graduation credit requirement in comprehensive heal~ education, 
many students do not.ha~e·.regular access to educators specifically trained in ~ssing teen dating and · 
domestic violence. Even though ~ey spend many boors working closely· with students throughout the school 
year, training for other teachers and non-:eertified staff in i~tifying ·and responding to dating aild domestic · 
violence "is· difficult to come by. 

Recognizing the many demands placed on educators I!Dd scho.ol districts in this time of limited resources, this 
bill.moves us in_ the ri,ght direction by improving educators' access to training on these Q!lportant ~topics. With 
the support of the .Department of Education, its existing maumals, and curiiculum framework, distljcts will be 
better able to train faculty ~d intervene in situations-where students are at risk. 

I would.like to commend both the Education Committee· and the Task Force on Domestic Violence for· their 
work to pievent and address teen dating and domesti~ violence. I urge your support .for thls important. proposal. 
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March 1, 2010 

T~timony in-Favor ofB.B. 5315, "AN ACT CONCERNING 
EDUCATION AND ~-REDUCTION OF DOM]i:STIC VIOLENCE" 

Thank you· for your consideration of this impOrtant piece of legislation .. I am 
· · writingin·support ofHouse·Bill5315, adding teen dating violence and 

domeStic violence ·education to the.IiSt·of requin;d subject matter to be 
provi~ed to teachers, administrators and pupil personnel by boards of 
education. · 

The Women•s·center of Southeastern Connecticut, Inc; provides domestic 
yiolence Si#Tvices to app~tely 6,000 victims per year in New London 
C01111ty. 

Since 1993, we have been providing school-based, violence prevention. 
education to ~dents in grades K-12. Last year; we provided 324 sessions 
iii 11 different school districts to ~~pprt»dinately 3,500 students. Those totais 

. included high sChool and middle school. students receiving·~ucation in 
fortning healthy relationships and dating violence, and included additioilal 
sessions o~ sexual assaul~ sexual hlirassment, and gend~ ~ages in the 
media. 

We know that experiences and behaviors exhibited in youth affect a lifetime 
of rel~tionships =d behaviors in adulthood. VIctims of datini violence 
struggle in sChool; they are often victims or perpetraton of domestic 
·violence as adults;_ they experience greater instances of mental illness and 
substance abuse;· and more often than we·dare to contemplate, the abus~ 
results in mu.rder or suicide . 



• With the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reporting 16.3%, the second highest 
percentage in the na«on, of Connecticut high school students reporting -having been hit, 
slapped or ·physically hurt on purpose by a boyfriend or girlfriend, we can't ~ontinue, year
after-year, to graduate-students who believe that this behavior is normal. 
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Last year, we conducted our own study in Se~utheastern Connecticut. We surveyed 1.241 
8tb through lltb ·graders,· and learned'that llo/o of students had been hit. slapj,ed or 
phvsically hurt by tlieir.·boYfrlend or girlfriend. That is ~ fulll/3 above the national 
. average! I have atfaehed a copy of a summary of our survey re~ts for your reference. 

The students also ~old us. loudly and clearly that they believed that additional-teen dating 
_violence .e4ucati,on ~ ne.eded, and that teacher-s and ·counselon need additional teen dating 
violence prevention educatioli.~ 

Teachen, admlnlstratoa:s, pupll personnel and domestic violence service providen can 
form a powerful p_al1nei'S~p to add.ress this issue. Our experience.has been, and \Ye continue 
to believe, that the best way to provide dating violence education is in conjunctiQn with domestic 
Violence victim semc.e providers. 

School staff need to under$tand the dynamics .of domestic violence and how it may be affecting 
the lives of their students and· their ability to learn. Students may be experie.D.cing it at home. 
They may be experiencing. it in their relatio~ps at school They may .be experiencing it in 

· their dating relationShips. 

We are immen~d in this· issue, day-m and day-out. V{e··know that it is much more thanjust 
date rape. It:is all forms of c;:ontrolling, demeaning, humiliating, and injurious behavior. We 
know, first-band, how abusive relationships affect lives and can bring that experience into the 
classroom. · . 

We buUd··our· programs on evidence-based curricula, but we learn from our students, and 
enhance the programs with the realities of their world years ·before it appears in standardized 
.teaching materials. 

If we. ever want· to decrease the incidents of domestic violence in Coli.Deetieut, reduce the 
need for:.en~l health and substance abuse servlc~s, increase the success of our students in 
school, and ~educe the _costs associated with those services, w:e need ·to invest in prQ"graais · 
that prevent da~g ylolence and pro~ote healthy relationships .. mong our youth. And the 
best way to provide those programs is through the schools in partnership wj.th local domestic 
violence victim service provid~. 

We ask that you s-.pport this important farst step by l'equiring ~at teaehen, 
administraton and ·pupll penomiel receive this ·imporbiilt "traiiling. 

Catherine Zeiner 
. Executiv~ Dfrector 
Women's Center of Southeastern Connecticut 



For more information: 

Darcie Folsom 
Community Education & 
Involvement Coordinator 

16 Jay Street 
New London, CT 06320 

Phone: 860·447-0366 ext. 207 
Fax: 860-440-3327 

dfolsom@womenscenterofsect.org 
www. womenscenteroCsect.org 
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In 2005, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) conducted the Youth 
Risk Behavior Surv~illance and the national statistic on students who were physically 
abused by their dating partner was astounding. Even more disturbing, the average in 
CT was almost 7% higher! 

FUeled by ~s information, the Women's Center of Southeastern CT set out to survey 
students during the spring of 2009. Over 1240 8th-12th graders in New London County 
responded • there is much to be done, as indicated by the following statistics. 

9.2% of students 
nationwide have been 
hit, slapped, or physically 
hurt on purpose by their 
boyfriend or girlfriend.t 

9.3% of Females 

9% of Males 

16% of students in the 
state of Connecticut 
have been hit, slapped ·or 
physically hurt by their 
boyfriend or girlfriend.t 

14.1% of Females 

17.8% of Males 

12% of students in 
Sout~eastern 
Connecticut have been 
hit, slapped or physically 
hurt by their boyfriend or 
girlfriend.* 

12% of Females 

13% of Males 

t Centers Cor Disease Control and Prevention. "Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance· United States. • 
Surveillane Summaries, 2005. MMWR 2006;55. 

*Women's Center of Southeastern CT. 'Teen Dating Vwlence Survey." 2009. 

Of the1242 students who were surveyed 
in New London County, 18% say they 
have felt threatened, humiliated, or told 
where they could go or who they could 
hang out with by a dating partner. * 
22% of Females 

15% of Males 

In the same survey, 14% of students say 
they have been pressured by a dating 
partner to do something sexually that 
they did not want to do. * 
20% of Females 

8% of Males 

Su.rwy fu.ndsd in part by lhe Women & Girls Fund of lhe Community Fou.ndation of Sou.lheastem Connecticu.t. 



80% of students acknowledge that 
teen dating violence happens in their 
school. 

11% of students admit to threatening 
and 7% have physically hit their · 
dating partner. 

46% of students know someone who 
has ever been hit, slapped, kicked or 
otherwise physically hurt by a dating 
partner. 

• prnaiiJiu 1111'- ;dial 

-~·Joll • atallat 11111<1 !or-
·IP"Dt ..... -
•I:IUqlllr
•~~alllllqilr--ot 
--lllblllllll-· 

1 out of 4 students would not know 
what to do if their friends were in an 
abusive relationship. 

85% of students think that teens 
experiencing dating violence will have 
trouble concentrating at school or may 
get lower grades. 

61% of students think additional teen 
dating violence prevention education 
is needed. 
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56% of students think teachers and 
counselors need additional teen 
dating violence prevention education. 

Only 3% of studentS have ever c~ed 
the Women's Center for services. 
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An Act Concerning· Education and the Reduction of Domestic 
Violence 

Good afternoon. Thank you.Represeiltative Fleischman, Senator Gaffey and· members of 
the committee for the opportunity to testify 'in support of House Bill 5315, An Act 
Co~ceming the Education and the Reduction of Domestic Violence. 

The bill before you comes. from the recommendations of the Speaker's Task Force on 
Domestic Violeiic~. which I have had the opportunity to chair. Speak!=!' Donovan created 
.the task force last fiUI to take a comprehensive look at all issues sQITOQD.ding domestic 
violence and ·put fo~d legislative propos8Is. Be~g in November, the task force 
met with a wide variety of stake holders around domestic violence. After several 
meetings, the task force unanimously voted on a wide variety of recommendations. 
Those recommendationsfocused on both improving services for victims of domestic 
violence, strengthening p~nalties f01: offenders and im.proving:methods of prevention. 

As a community, we must change the way we look ·at the issue of domestic violence. The 
question c8n no longer be '.'Why does she ·stay with him, why does she put up· with him?" 
Instead it should be "Why does he think he can treat her that way?" In order to do that, 
we must begin. to educate all members of our community about this issue. The bill before 
you today is· a small,. but important-first step towards preventing the cycle. of domestic . . 

In the district: 98 Reynolds Street - Danielson •. CT 06~39 

SERVING KILLINGLY, PLAINFIELD & STERLING 
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violence from continuing. We mt.ist especially foe~ on educating our yourig people, our 
teachers, and our educational staffabolit this .issue. 

During task force meetiD.gs we heard consistently about.the impm::tance of educating 
young people about teen dating violence and domestic violence. I hope that in the future 
Connecticut can follow the lead of our neighbor: Rhode Island, and implement. far 
reaching~refortns that require the teaching of these subjects to all of our students. 
However, the task force has cho.sen, given the large fiscal difficulties facing· our state and 
our municipalities, :to focus on low cost or no cost solutions this year. 

This legislation ad4s teen dating violence and dome~ti,c violence to the list of tQpics. 
covered by in-service training programs:for teachers ~d administrators. It also allows 
schools distric~ to include other staff members who work with students on ~·daily basis 
such as paraprofessionals and non-certified employees to tak,e part in this training. The 
State Department of Education has developed a Healthy and -Balanced curriculum 
framework which is aecessible to all school districts. 

According to .the results of the 2007 Connecticut School He~th S~ey, 13.4% of 
Connecticut students rep·orted being hit, slapped, or physically hurt o,:~ purpose by a 
significant "other durln,g the preceding 12 months. Uris is ~t;ically and unacceptably 
higher than the natioiial ave:nlge of9.9%. Educating:ol,ll' teachers and educational staff on 
the ~g signs of teen dating violence is a critical compon~nt ofbreaking this trend . 

In addition to the support of the. State Department of Education, school districts across 
our state are already working with Connecticut Coalition, Against Domestic Violence 
member progrmp.s·to educate students and tea.Chers about teen dating and domestic 
violence. This legislation would encourage moJ.:C school districts to engage in such 
partnerships~ 

Again, thank you Representative Fleischman, Senator Gaffey and members of the · 
committee for rai$ing this bill and allowing itto be heard. I also want to genuinely thank 

· . Speaker·Donoyan for his leadership in forming the Domestic Violence-Task Force and 
his treri:J.elidolis advocacy on beluilf of this legislation.. · 
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Raised Bill #5318 'An Act Concerning School R~source Officers' 

Raised Bill #278 'An Act Concerning Truancy' 

Raise Blll.#5315 'An Act Concerning Education and the Reduction of 
Domestic VIolence' 

Raised Bill #5318 'An Act Concerning School Resource Officers', The 
Connecticut-Education Association supports· Raise ·Bill #5318. School 
Resource Officers are a valuable asset·in: the educational environment 
and specific training for such Individuals :can only enhance the safety and 
securitY atiT!osphere in the schools in ·our state. 

Raised Bill #278 'An Act Concerning-Truancy'. The Connecticl,lt Education 
supports Raised Bill #278. Truancy has always been an issue that has 
needed to be addressed with clean guidelines, This proposed legislation 
will clarify questions oftruancy.in our state and require. action to. be. 
taken, when there are -~ncoo~erative parents or guardians. 

Raised Bill #5315 'An Act Concerning Education ar:'ld the R-eduction of 
Domestic Vl_olence'. The C~nnecticut Edu~ation Association supports 
.Raised Bill #5315, with rese~ations. It is clear th~t the issue of teen 
dat!ng and domestic violence is· a social issue that needs to be ~ddressed 
within_ the educational systems in Connecticut. The addition ofthis In 
professiol"!al development activities for professional staff and non
certifie~ stC!ff Is .wo_!1_h_~hi_I_~~-~~!J.reness among the student population is 
also a worthwhile goal. An overall evaluation of requirements under 
10-220a must be c~nsidered to assure that priorities are established.and 
can be realistically accomplished within a teacher and/or student year. 

ThC!nkYou. 
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March 15, 2010 

Good morning Representative i.~wlor, Senator McDonald, Representative Walker, Senator Doyle, and 
members of the Judiciary and Human Services Committees. 

I appreciate the opportunity to ·express my strong support for HB 5497, AAC the Recommendations of the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives' Task Force on Domestic Violence and HJ3 5246, AAC Distribution of 
the Marriage License Surcharge and Changes to the Landlord and Tenant StatUtes to Benefit Victims of 
Domestic Violence. These two bill~. along with HB 53 i5, AA9 Education and the Reduction of Domestic 
Violence, compnse a three bill package drafted from the recommendations of the bipartisan, bicameral Task 
"Force on Domestic Violence. 11tese proposals have been shaped by the input of dozens of ac;tvocates, survivors, 
law enforcement officers, support service provi~rs and state agency staff .~orking on the front lines of these 
issues. 

On average Connecticut sees 20-25 murders related to domestic violence each year-I think we can all agree 
that's 20-25 deaths that should never occur. Recently, it has seemed that a new incident of domestic violence 
has surfaced n~arly every day: In fact, since the beginning of 2010, there have been eight alleged homicides 
linked to domestic violence. That's eight tragic deaths in just ten weeks, and there are many more victims 
whose struggles with family violence go unreported. As a state, we can do more to prevent these tragedies. 

The recent spate of incidents has brought weaknesses-in the system into focus. The legislation proposed by the. 
task.force willl.ead to meaningful changes aimed at preventing and addressing family and teen.dating violence 
and empowering educators, service providers, law enforcement, 'state agencies, and survivors with hew tools. 
Some of these solutions are new and some are recommendations you have heard before, but I cannot think of a 
better time to implement changes that will move our state forward in addressing these crimes. 

HB 5497 (Judiciary Committee) 
~ 5497 improves interagency sharing of infonnation, strengthens the enforcement of protective orders, and 
gives victims employment protection so they can use their leave time to deal with domestic-violence related 
issues. 

In addition to removing barrierS to communication among the variety of agencies involved in family violence 
cases, this bill facilitates the recognition of Connecticut's protective orders by law ~nforcement in other states 
under the nationwide Project.Passport initiative. The bill also ensures that judges have access to the protective 
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order registry and information on offenses committed within the last ten years and in other states, over and 
.above the current 5-year. in-state look back period f~r persistent offenders. 

The legislation also strengthens the enforcement of protective orders by permitting judges to order GPS 
monitoring of domestic violence offenders who carry a high risk of violation. In addition to allowing law 
enforcement to monitor the offenders, these devices are designed to notify victims in live time that an order has 
been broken, so that they can take action to protect themselves. Acknowledging that victims are often · 
overwhelmed with the tasks required to ensure their safety and wellbeing, the legislation also permits victims to 
use their paid and unpaid leave time to make court appearances, relocate to secure housing, and obtain medical 
and counseling se~ices, without fear of losing theirjobs. 

Finally, this. legislation encourages the Judicial Branch to develop additional domestic violenc.e dockets within 
available appropriations. Domestic violence dockets ·use a multidisciplinary team approach to share information 
and provide appropriate recommendations on effective penalties. Dedicated domestic violence dockets are 

. already fully operational in seven criminal court locations (Bridgeport, New Britain, New Haven, New London, 
Norwalk, Stamford, and Waterbury) and under development in Derby and Hartford. 

HB 5246 (Human-Services Committee) 
. _The econ9mic do~tum has -resulted in increased demand for domestic violence programming. Connecticut is 

served by 18 regional programs that provide community educatio~. victim advocacy, support services, and 
temporary emergency shelter. These programs receive their funding from public and private grants, including a 
portion of the $20 surcharge assessed on marriage licenses. These fees are distributed to programs by ·the 
Department of Social Services. In fiscal year 2009, the domestic violence account at DSS exceeded $1 million, 
but the funds were not distributed. HB 5246 requires pss to transfer these funds to programs on an annual 
basis. This bill also provides resources for 24n staffing at domestic violence shelters to m~t the needs of our 
communities. Several shelters have already secured stimulus funds to temporarily provide these services in light 
of caseload increases .. Finally, the.bill assists victims in maintaining safe·hou~ing by permitting them to defer a 
rent payment or Incur a lower penalty if they need to relocate to ensure their security. I would also· encourage 
the Human Services Committee to consider adding a provision to the bill concerning the· use of public service 
announcements to raise awareness ·of teen dating and domestic violence. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to Rep. Mae Flexer, Chai~ of the task force and 
all of the members who have been working tirelessly on these important changes. I would also like to thank the 
chairs· of the· Judiciary and Human Services Committee for raising these bills. I urge your continued support for . 
these critical proposals. 
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