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rgd/gbr 
HOqSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Please proceed, madam. 

REP. NAFIS (27th): 

i34 
'April 22, 2010 

It gives me great pleasure today to welcome to 

the Chamber my niece, Ellie, who is a real UConn fan, 

as you can see by her hat and her ball. She is ready 

for the arrival. And this is her first time here at 

the-capital wtth this. We're very happy she's here. 

My Sister, Laura, and her friend DonnelL And I 

just would hope the Chamber will give them their 

normal big warm welcome. Sc thank yo.u. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER McCLUSKEY: 

Welcome to our Chamber, all. 

Also under the heading of any points of 

announcement or int~oductions, ~here was a Blackberry 

.founq by the Democratic amendment desk earlier. And 

so if someone raised claim to it, Will they please see 

Ken Cicenti up here on. the dais. Thank you. 

Will the Clerk please return ·to the call of the 

calendar and would he please call Cal~ndar 205. 

THE CLERK: 

On pang 8, Calendar 205, House Bill Number 5402, 

AN ACT CONCERNING EXPENSES fOR HEALTH :BENEFIT PLANS 

UNDER THE TEACHERS' RET'IREL'1EN'l' FUND, favorable report 

of the Cornrtlittee on Appropriations. 

001490 



•• 

• 

• 

rgd/gbr 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

DEPUTY SPEAKER McCLU'SKEY: 

135 
April 22, 2010 

The honorable gentleman from the 4th District, 

Representative Rbldan, you have the floor, sir~ 

REP .. ROLDAN (4th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker I move acceptance of the joint 

committee's favorable reports and pas-sage of the bill. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER McCLUSKEY: 

The question before the Chamber is acceptance of 

the joint committee's favorabl·e· report and passage oJ 

the bill. Will you r·emark, sir . 

REP. ROLDAN (4th): 

Ye:s, s,ir. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill simply allows the 

· teachers' retirement bo.ard to pay for .health care 

COnSUltant COStS Up tO $15.01 000 from the retired 

teachers health insurance premium fund instea~ of f~om 

the general fund. 

The annual expenditure for health care 

consultants over the past four y~ars has averaged 

around $86,000. In fiscal year '10, Mr. Speaker, the 

funding was eliminated from the budget~ This change . 

is necessary to ensure that the necessa:r.Y work is done 

on ~ehalf o£ the 16,000 teachers' retirement health 

001491 
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HOUSE OF REP~ESENTATlVES 

plan members. 

136 
April 22, 2010 

Mr. Speaker, the Clerk is ih possession ~f an 

amendment, LCO 3696. I ask tha·t "it be called and I be 

allowed to surnrnarize . 

.DEPUTY SPEAKER McCLUSKEY: 

Will the Clerk ple.ase call LCO 3696 to be 

designated H.ouse Amendment Schedule "A." 

THE CLERK: 

LCO Number 3696, House "A" offered by 

Representative Willis and Senator Ro~aback. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER McCLUSKEY: 

The gentlel"(lan has asked leave .of th.e Chamber to 

summa.rize hi.s amendment. Is tnere any obj·ect.ion? Is 

there any objection? Is not, sir, please summar.ize 

your amendment. 

REP. ROLDAN (4th): 

~hahk you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, this amendment requires the tea.ch.ers 

retirement board to pay a member benefits· ba_s·ed on toe 

estimate provided if the membe-r retires based on an 

estimate that is in error by 10 percent or more. The 

amehdrrtent. g.i ves ·the board the ·authority to correct· 

this er.ror. I move adopti.on . 

DEPU.TY. SPEAKER McCLUSKEY: The question bef·ore the 

001492 
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HOUSE OF B.EPRESENTATIVES 

13.7 
April 22, 2010 

Chamber is adoption o'f Hoo:se Amendment Schedule "A." 

Will you remark? Will you r·emark on Hous.e. "A?" If 

not', I' 11 try your tninds. All those in f.avor of Ho.use 

"A," ·please signify by saying, aye. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

Aye. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER McCLUSKEY: 

All those opposed, nay. 

H~use "A~ is adapted. 

~ill you remark further on the bill as amended? 

Will you remark further on the bill as amended? If 

not, wil=l-::. sta:f.f and guests plea~e come to the well of 

t,he liou.se. Will the Chambers please tak~ your seats. 

The machine will be open. 

THE CLERK: 

The HoUse of Represent~tives is voting by roll 

call. · .Members to the chamber.. The House is vo·ting by 

roll ca.ll. Members·· to the chamber.~ please. 

DEP;UTY SPEAKER McCLUSKEY: 

Have all the members voted? f:Iave all the members 

voted? Will the members please check the board to 

determine if your vote has been properly cast. I£ all 

·the. members have vot.ed, the machine will be 1ocked . 

Will the Cl.erk please ta.ke· and announce the tally. 

001493 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE CLERK: 

13.8 
April 22, 2010 

House Bill 5402 as amended by House "A." 

Total Number voting 143 

Necessary for adoption 72 

Those voting· Yea. 143. 

Tbose voting Nay 0 

Those absent and not voting 8 

DEPUTY SPEAKER McCLUSKEY~ 

The bill as·. amended is passed. 

Will the Clerk please calL Calendar 108. 

THE C"LERK: 

···· On page 20, Cal.endar 108, Substitute for House 

Bill Number 5372, AN ACT CONCERNING VISITABLE HOUSING, 

favorable· report of the Committee on Planning_ and 

Development. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER McCLUSKEY: 

The honorable ·cha,irman of the Housing Committee, 

Representative Green, you have the "floor, sir. 

REP. GREEN (1st): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, l move acceptance of the joint 

committee's favorable report and. passage of the bill. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER McCLUSKEY: 

The. question be.fore the Chamber is acceptance of 

00.1494 
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SENATE 

368 
May 3, 2010 

The bill as amended passes. 

Mr. Clerk. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Looney. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Yes thank you, Mr. President. 

I apologize but before marking the next item had 

another item to restore to the Consent Calendar that had 

peen marked Consent, removed marked go and would like to 

place it back on Consent and that is calendar page 13, 

Calendar 475, House Bill 5402. 

THE CHAIR: 

And you'd .like to put that on the Consent Calendar, 

sir? 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Yes, Mr. President, I would move to place that item 

on the Consent Calendar. 

THE CHAIR': 

There is a motion on the floor to place the item on 

c"onsent. 

Seeing no objection, it is on Consent, sir . 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

r 
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SENATE 

THE CLERK: 

465 
May 3, 2010 

Roll call -- roll call vote has been ordered 

in the Senate on the Consent Calendar. Will all 

senators please return to the chamber? Roll call 

vote has been ordered in the Senate on the 

Consent Calendar. Will all senators please 

return to the chamber? And pay particular close 

attention to the call of those items placed on 

the Consent Calendar. 

003180 

Starting with Senate Agenda Number 3, Substitute for 

.senate Bill 456; calendar page 2, Calendar 143, 

Substitute for Senate Bill 393; calendar page 12, 

Calendar 462, Substitute for Senate Bill 5404; calendar 

page 13, Calendar 475, House Bill 5402; calendar page 14, 

Calendar 479, Substitute for House Bill 5028; Calendar 

480, Substitute for House Bill 5372; calendar page 23, 

Calendar Number 541, House Bill 5241; calendar page 25, 

Calendar 35, Senate Bill 1~; calendar page 27, Calendar 

106, Substitute for Senate.Bill 318; Calendar 122, 

Substitute for Senate Bil~ 319; calendar page 29, 

Calendar.169, ~ubstitute for Senate Bill 108; Calendar 
\,· 

170, Substitute for Senate Bill 109; calendar page 30, 

Calendar 195, Substitute for Senate Bill 414; calendar 

page 31, Calendar 206, Substitute for Senate Bill 382; 
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djp/ch/gbr 
SENATE 

466 
May 3, 2010 

calendar page 32, Calendar 218, Substitute for Senate 

Bill 302; Calendar 223, Substitute for Senate Bill 380; 

003181 

Calendar 230, _Senate Bill 283; calendar page 33, Calendar 

235, Substitute for Senate Bill 216; calendar page 34, 

Calendar 258, Substitute for Senate Bill 274; calendar 

page 35, Calendar 316, Substitute for Senate Bill 278; 

calendar page 36, Calendar 318, Substitute for Senate 

Bill 418 and calendar page 40, Calendar 546, Senate 

Resolution Number 17. 

Mr. President, I believe that completes the items 

placed on the Consent Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

The machine is open on the Consent Calendar. 

THE CLERK: 

The Senate is voting by roll call on the 

Consent Calendar. Will all senators please 

return to the chamber? The Senate is voting by 

roll on the Consent Calendar. Will all senators 

please return to the chamber? 

THE CHAIR: 

Senators please check the board to make 

certain that your vote is properly recorded. If 

all Senators have voted and all Senators votes 

are properly recorded, the machine will be locked 
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SENATE 

and the Clerk may take a tally. 

THE CLERK: 

467 
May 3, 2010 

Motion is on passage of Consent Calendar 

Number 1. 

Total Number Voting 35 

Those Voting Yea 35 

Those Voting Nay 0 

Those Absent, Not Voting 1 

THE CHAIR: 

Consent Calendar 1 is adopted. 

Senator Looney. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Yes thank you, Mr. President. 

Mr. President, I would yield the floor to any 

members for announcements or points of personal 

privilege. 

THE CHAIR: 

Are there announcements or points of personal 

003182 

privilege? Are there announcements or points of personal 

privilege? 

Seeing none, Senator Looney. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Mr. President . 
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SENATE 

4 68 
May 3, 2010 

For purposes of -- or first of all would move for 

003183 

immediate transmittal to the House of Representatives of 

any items acted upon today requiring additional action in 

that chamber. 

THE CHAIR: 

Is there objection? 

Seeing none, so ordered. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Yes thank you, Mr. President. 

Mr. President, for purposes of -- of a Journal 

notation. 

THE CHAIR: 

Please proceed, sir. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Yes thank you, Mr. President. 

Senator Slossberg ·was absent today and missed votes 

due to a period of mourning in her family. 

THE CHAIR: 

The Journal will note. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Mr. President, if we might stano at ease for just a 

moment. 

THE CHAIR: 

Would the Senate please stand at ease? 
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1 
wf / gdm APPROPRAT.IONS COMMITTEE 

March 17, .2010 
10:00 A.M. 

CHAIRMEN: 

M.EMBERS PRESENT: 
SENATORS: 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

Senator Ha~p 
Representative Geragos.iart 

Frantz, Gomes, Harris, 
Maynard 

Bartlett, He_inricb, Roldan, 
Mine~, Camillo, Dillon, 
Esty, Fleischmann, Genga, 
Hetherington, Hwang, 
Kirkley-Bey, Lewis, Miller, 
0' Neill, Orange, Rebimb.as, 
Reynolds, Ritter, Roy, 
Ry~n, Stripp, Thompson, 
Villanoj Walker, Willis, 
Holder-Winfield, Wood 

SENATOR HARP: -- Appropriations Committee hearing 
on a number of bills, and we have -- state 
agency has some legislators who wish to speak 
this morping. We're :going -to start with 
Darlene Perez. So if you're ready, you .can 
come forward and make your presentations. 

DARLENE PEREZ: Good morning, Senator Harp, 
Repre~entative Geragosian, and me~ers of the 
·Appropriations Committee. My name .is Darlene 
Perez apd I am the .administrator-of the 
Connectl.c:ut Teache;rs' Retirement Bo.ard. 

I thank you for- the opportunity to be here 
today to speak on behalf of" t_he board in 
support of.House Bill 5400, 5401 and 540.2. 
House Bill 5400 relates to the reemployment o·f 
retired teachers in the public schools of 
Connecticut. 

While there are exis.ting statutory salary 
limits iP place that limit the earnings of a 
retired teacher ·who is substituting in the 

004764 
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_Ma:r::ch 17, 2010 
10:0_0 A.M .. 

given to you to vote on, and we're -- we're 
here to suppqrt the vers.ion that we submitted. 

The import-ant thing about the retired teachers 
who are going back. to work and substituting is 
that many of them do so to help _pay for their 
health insurance. They are not state 
employees, so they don't get the same 
opportunities ·as state employees do for the 
state employee health insurance benefit. 

In most cases, the retired teacher has to pay 
the full cost for- his or her health insurance. 
·And with the _increase in .health premiums, 
we're seeing the average health premium for 
qne individual run about. 500 t:o 600 dollars: a 
month. 

So these substitute teachers, these r_etired 
teachers, ·oftentimes go back to teaching, 
which is their -career profession, ·in order to 
make these few dollar:s to _help pay for their­
heal t_h in$urance costs . 

I hear the buz·zer. I,s that ·me? Am I supposed 
to wrap it up? 

SENATOR HARP: If you could wrap it up ·quickly. I 
know _you just have a couple of other things 
you want to say -- just -- why don't you just, 
sort of, zip through those? 

DARLENE PEREZ: I'd like to quickly just also 
support House-Bill 5401, which is a set of 
technicai =changes based on recommendations by 
the state auditors. 

And the mo$.t ·important one to me t·oday is 
5402, which.relates to the funding of a 
heal thcare consult-ant . ·The funding has 
histor:ical·ly been coming out of general fund 
.appropriations. The September Budget 

004766 
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March 17, 2010 
10:00 A.M. 

Mitigation Plan eliminated the funding. Ou~ 

proposal is to take the.money out of' the 
health fund. 

I've given you a summary· of 'the duties that 
are ·required and that ·have always existed. 
And the TRB did support the bill and ful.ly 
suppor·ts the. bill, ~nd I' 11 t~)te questions if 
you have any. 

SENATOR HARP: Thank you very ·much. 

Are there ques·tions? 

'If. not, thank you very much and h~ve a great 
day. 

DARLENE -PEREZ: Thank you. 

SE.NATOR HARP: Our next speaker is Representative 
William Tong. 

REP. TONG: Morning, -Senator Harp, Representative 
Geragosi.an, .ranldng members, and members· of 
the Appropriations Committe.e. With the 

·Chair's indulgence, I have asked Caryl 
Komornik, from Stamford, a teacher in the 
Stamford school .system, to join me this 
morning and to testify with me, if that's 
okay. 

SENATOR HARP: Yes.. Please cont-inue, you have· 
tbree minute·s .. 

REP. TONG: Okay-. 

SENATOR HARP: Okay. 

REP. TONG:: Very ~ickly, we' r~ here this morning 

004767 

to ask .you to consid~r asking the· Ma.npower 1 4 
u~_fD?- · Development -- to add the Manpower Development: [J !.2 .;t _ ~ _ 

Tra,in;i.ng Act to -the list of approved programs 
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Mar.ch 17, 2010 
10:00 A.M .. 

Health Committ.ee with .her. And I· know that 
she was --· she was an absolutely lovely, 
1ovely human be·ing --

cARYL KOMORNIK: -- (i,naudible) -- I taught with 
her as well., s·o I had the privilege of knowing 
her person·ally. 

SENATOR HARP: Okay. That's great. Yo:u know J 
think that the point that you make. that the 
state already accepts FETA s.ervice, and ·tha-t 
MDT~ actually became FETA, i·s· something we 
might need to think about. 

REP. TONG: S.enator Harp, if I might add, there a 
host of programs that are eligible for credit 
that are ·very much like the MDTA, Cc;tryl. This. 
includes other 

CARYL KOMORN:IK: .Peace Corp - - Pe·ace Corp, 
VIS.TA, Military Teaching Service, those are 
just a few to add .. 

SENATOR HARP: Thank you very much . 

Are there further questions or comments? 

I-f not,· thank you very much. 

CARYL. KOMORNIK: Thank you very much. 

REP. TONG.: Thank you. 

SENATOR HARP: We're going to move on to the public 
portion of our hea:r;-ing,_ and our fir·st speaker 
is .Robyn Kaplan. 

ROBYN J<APLAN-CHO: Good morning, Senator Harp, 

004770 

Representa.t·i ve Geragosian and members of ~he u .n ~ u 1 Ln.. 
commit tee. ~1.0.L ..t:r.Q5!/1.(_ 

Jd6--S_4-.o.:.L-
My name is -Robyn Kaplan-Cho and I am on staff u.n · "l. 

.o.~5 JtD...J_ 
rte;5n:;L 
bJ(\).5:102 
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with the Connecticut Education Association, 
CEA, as the retirement specialist helping 
teachers navigate and understa,nd the teachers 
ret.irement system. 

Our -- you have .our writ·ten tes.titnony whi.ch is 
a little bit ·lengthy, but these bills are a 
little technical, so I wanted to give you 
benefit of that information. ·Just, rea,l 
quickly, I don't need to re~terate what 
Darlene Perez said about Bill 5400, dealing' 
with postretirement employment. 

As you heard, the bill, as drafted currently, 
has some errors in it and I understand that is 
going to be corrected. The. retirement board 
language we support and hope that you will 
pass in -- in the manner. that they've drafted 
it. 

'!'heir .Bill "5401 has some technical changes. 
We also support those changes. I want to 
·specifically mention Raised Bill 5402. As 
Darlene mentioned, that is a bill that would 
allow the cost of the Retired ·Teachers Health 
Insurance Fund consultant to be paid out of 
the Retired Teachers Health Insurance ·Fund. 

That's a critical bill from our perspective 
and the perspective of active retired teachers 
and the retirement board. The retirement 
board litera'lly cannot conduct its business of 
administering such a complicated hea-lth 
insurance program for retire.es wit.hout the 
eXP,ertise of a consultant. And, as it stands 
no~, there is no funding for that. So it's . 
. creat.ed a lot of turmoil and stress for sure, 
not just fo:r the agency; but for the teachers 
and future retired teachers who expect to 
receive those benefits. So we strongly urge 
you to support that bill . 

004771 
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REP. MINER: Thank you . 

SENATOR HARP: Are there further questions? 

If not. Thank you very much. 

ROBYN KAPLAN- CHO : Thank you. 

SENATOR HARP:. Paul Jon Roden. 

Sorry, Jon-Paul. 

JON-PAUL RODAN: Good morning, Senator Harp, 
Representative Geragosian, ranking members of 
the -- and members of the Appropriations 
Committee. 

My name is Jon-Paul Roden. I am president of 
the CEA Retired, the Connecticut education 
association's affiliate for retired members. 
And I am here to comment on Raised Bill 5400 
and 5402. 

You've already heard from Darlene with regard 
to the -- with regard to Raised Bill 5400, and 
not being -- that would allow a retired 
teacher to·work for more than one school year 
as tong as. they did not exceed ~he earnings, 
by removing the sentence defining the term 
temporary. 

It just seems to me to make good sense to be 
able to hire a retired teacher who has the 
background, the college education, the years 
of experience of working in classrooms, as 
opposed to a nonexperienced substitute, when 
no qualified candidates are available prior to 
filling the position. 

You also heard from Darlene as·she talked 
about the increased healthcare cost that some 
retirees are.now !'acing, and their actual need 

004790 
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for some kind of re-employment. So this just 
seems to make sense for me. 

A,s pre -- as noted previously, Raised Bill 
5400 was written, it would limit a retiree's 
ability to be re-employed beyond one year. I 
believe that CEA has already proposed language 
that will address this concern, as Robyn said. 
~lso, with regard to Bill 5402, this is an · 
extrem~ly important bill· that will address the 
need of members of the state retirement board 
and impa·ct all of Connecticut's retired 
teachers. 

I don't know· ·about you, but there's hardly a · 
month goes ·by that I don't rece·ive a mailing 
from .one healt'hcare company or another, 

··regarding all ·kinds of reasons why their plan 
is better than. anything else. And I don't 
know quite how to deal with them all myself. 
So that when the State teacher ret-irement· 
board is making decisions on a -- a much 
larger financial scale, I can only guess how 
they deal with the variety and complexities of 
the plans without having some expert opinion 
of -- that would allow them to -- to clearly 
understand exactly the pros and cons of that. 

So I am here to support allowing the STRB that 
has had a healthcare consultant in the past, 
who advised them· on all aspects of the 
adminis·tration of the plan they offer. They 
don't have anyone on staff, just as you 
pointed out earlier. The General Assembly 
doesn't have actuarial experts. This would 
simply allow them to have that expert so that 
they can make a very informed decision on 
that. 

I· thank you very much for your time and 
consideration . 

004791. 
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TESTIMONY OF JON-PAU~ RODEN, 
PRESIDENT, CEA-RETIRED, 

· TH~ CONNEOICUT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (CEA) 
IN SUPPORT OF 

H.B. 5400- AAC.REEMPLOYMENT OF RETIRED TEACHER$ 

H.B. 5402- AAC E~PENSES FOR ~EALTH BENEFIT PLANS 
UNDER THE TEACHERS' RETIREMENT FUND 

BEFOR~ THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
MARCH 17, 2010 

Good mornil"lg Senator- Harp, Representative Geragosian, and members of the Appropriations 
Con:-rnittee. My name is Jon-Paul Roden. I am the President of CEA-Retired, the Cof!necticut 
Education Association's affiliate for retired members. 

I am here to comment on Raised Bill-5400 as. well as Raised Bill5402 which have been 
requested by the State Teachers' Retirement Board {STRB). 

Raised Bill 5400 co~cerns the re_employment oftetired teachers when school districts find that 
they C\lre .unable to fill positions with_ qualified non-retired candidates. This is a proposed 
modificati_on of the law th~t would allow a retired teacher to work for more than one school 
y~ar as 19ng. as they __ do not ~xceed the earnings limitation but removing a sentence defining th_e 
term "temporary." 

It just mak·es good sense for school districts to be able to hire a retired teacher who has the 
bac~g~ound of CC?IIege course work and years of classroom expetie~ce ·as opposed to a non­
experienced substitute when no qualified candidates are available prior-to the filling ofthe 
provision. 

·As noted previously, Raised Bill 5400 as wri_tten would limit a retiree's a_bility to be reemp·loyed 
beyond one schooi year. It would seem ~ore practical to amend the proposed legislation to 
remove the one year limit on the number of years that a reemployed retiree can work, as long 
as the annual earnings limit is not exceeded. I believe that CEA has already or will propo~e 
language that would-address this concern. 
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As a retiree, ·1 believe Raised Bill 5402 is an extremely important bill that would address a need 

. for members of the Sta~e Teachers Retirement Board and impact all of Connecticut'.s retired 
teachers. 

We all receive countless mailings from health care providers promoting their products. Each is 
designed to "sell" that c9mpany's product and most recipients are overwhelmed with the 
number and complexities of these offerings .. I can only guess at .ho~ the members of the 
Teachers' Retirement ~pard deal with the· variety and complexities of plans without being 
"experts" in the health care field themselve.s as they review all aspects of the administration of 
the TRB phm including such things as writing and analyzin·g RFP's, calculating the annual. 
p.r.emiums; insuring. that their plan fulfills its requirements all while making sure that they have. 
considered all cost-s.aving initiatives. · 

In the past, the STRB has had a healt~ care consultant who advise~ them on all aspects of the 
administration ohhe plan that they offer. Since the TRB does not have anyone on its staff that 
has the resources or e?Cpertise to provide this service and since the September state budget 
mitigation plan eliminated the funding for a health plan consultant, it is ~ssential that a position 
be restored in order to provide the guidance necessary for the Board mem~ers to do their job. 
The bill allows the health care consultant costs, up to $~50,000 annually, to be paid directly 
from the retired teacher's health insurance fund as ~pposed to gen.eral state·funds. I 
understand that OPM suppo~s this proposal and as a pension and health care fund recipient, I 
would ask that you do so also. 

Thank you for your time ·and consideration. 

' '·":·I 
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TESTIMONY OF ROBYN KAPLAN-CHO, 
. RETIREMENT SPECIALIST, 

THE CONNECTICUT EDUCATION ASSO"ciATION (CEA) 
IN SUPPORT OF 

H.B. 540.0.- AAC REEMPLOYMENT-OF RETIRED 
TEACHERS 

. H.B. 5401- AAC TECHNICAL CHANGES. TO THE 
TEACHERS' RETIREI\fiENT SYSTEM 
STATUTES. 

H. B. 5402- AAC EXPENSES FOR HEALTH BENEFIT 
. PLANS UNDER THE TEACHERS' 
· RETIREMENT FUND 

-CEA's ADDITIONAL SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS 

BEFORE THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE :fibob'2jf ,lfPb)Z>?, 
MARCH 17,2010 

Good morning Sena.tor Harp, Representative· Geragosian, and members of the Appr~priations 
Committee. My name·is Robyn Kaplan-Cho and, as CEA's Retirement Specialist, I am 
responsible for educating teachers about the pension benefits provided to them under the 
Con11ecticut State Teachers'.Retirement System. 

I am here to comment on Raised Bill 5400 as well as Raised Bills 5~01 and 5402,. the latter two 
of which have been requested by the State Teachers' Retirement Board (STRB). I also will 
provide you with proposed amendments on three additional issues of importance to CEA 
members. 

Raised Bill 5400 relates to a retired teacher retu.rning to work as a Connecticut public school 
te·acher. The Te_achers' Retirement Board has proposed modifying the current law (by deleting. 
the sentence containing the definition of tlie term "temporary") to _allow a r~tired teacher to 
work for mo~e than one school year as long as they do ·not exceed the earnings limitation. This 
conforms to the STRB's current practice. However; as written, RB 5400 wou.ld limit a retiree's 
ability to be reemployed beyond one s~hool '(ear. Neither the STRB nor CEA supports this 
particular change. Rather, we would askthatJ!R 5£1)0 be ~mended to remove the one year 
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limit on the number of years th~t a reemployed retiree can work, as .long as the earnings limit is 
not exceeded. The substitute language should read: 

Section 1. Section 10-183v of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in 
lieu thereof (Effective from passage}: 

(a} Except as provided in subsection (b) of.this section, a Uormer] teacher receiving 
retirement benefits from the system may not be employed in a teaching position 
receiving compensation paid out of public money appropriated for schopl purposes 
except that such .Uormer} tf!oche.r may be .employed [temporarily} in such a position and 
receive no more than forty-five per cent of t~e maximum salary level for the assigned 
position.· Any Uormer} teacher who receives in excess of siJch amount shall reimburse the 
board for the amount of such excess. [Temporary employment means employment for 
less than a·school year.] Notice of such employment shall be sent [semi-annually on 
January thirty-first and June thirtieth} to the board by the employerfinq officials[ and [by] 
the retired teacher at the time of hire and at the. end of each assignment. 

Subsection (b) ofthis bill. also closely res.embles the STRB's proposal but improperly deletes the 
requirement that a retiree must ~eceive prio~. approval from the STRB IJefore wor~ing in a 
subject shortage area for a second year. The language in this bill implies that there s~ould be 
approval but deletes the current language that explicitly requires prior approval. CEA's positi.on' 
is that this prior approval language should be retained. 

In short, CEA requests that this Committee adopt the proposed .language originally submitted 
by the STkB on the issue of reemployment of retirees, rather than the language contained in 
this particular bill. · 

Raised Bill 5401 simply makes technical changes to the teachers' retireJ!Ient statutes in order to 
elimina.te obsolete language. CEA supports these cha·nges. · 

Raised Bill 5402 is an extremely significant bill.and CEA strongly supports its passage. The STRB 
administers a very complicated Medicare suppl~ment plan to thousands o.f retired teachers and 
spouses through Stirling Benefits. Over the years, the STRB has relied heavily on the expertise 
of a health care c.onsultant to advise them on all aspects of the administratiQn of this. plan 
including such things as writing and analyzing RFP's, calculatirg the annual premiums, providing 
guidance on compliance .and recommending cost-saving in.itiatives. This advice and counsel is 
paramount since the STRB has never had the in~house resources or expertise to provide this 
service . .However, the Septemb~r state budget mitigation plan eliminated the funding for a 

·health plan consultant. This_ elimination was devastating for not only the STRB as the 
administering agency but also ~or all of the retirees and future retirees who particip.ate in the 
plan and expect it to be run efficiently and effectively. ·Despite repeated pleas from the STRB 
for the funding to be restore.d, it was not. Consequently, in order to ensure the continued 

. ' . 

prudent operation of the health insurance program, the SJ"RJ3 has requested this bill. _It allows 
the health care consultant costs, up to $150,000 annually, to be paid. directly from the retired 
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teacher's health insurance fund as opposed to general state_ funds. OPM supports this proposal 
and.CEA urges this Committee ~o do the same. 

CEA supports three other retirement proposals and requests that Proposed House Bill 5034,be 
ame·nded to include-them. 

First, we request that C.G.S. Section 10-183e(b) allow for the purchase of service rendered in 
the Manppyyer Development Training Act (MOTA) program. Current law provides a list of 
ce.rtain tyl?es of other credited service that can be purchased such a$ Peace Corp and VISTA 
service. Like both Peace Corp. and VISTA, MOTA was public service work, providing specialized 
job training to ~nderprivileged. hi"gh school dropouts. 

In terms of cost impact, it is fair to presume.· that, like VISTA, there are not a significant number 
ofteachers who served in the MOTA program so the cost sho.uld be ·minimaL Moreover, in - . . . 

1973, the-MOTA pr.ograms were consolid-ated into the Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Act (CETA). It is noteworthy that CETA work is purchasable in the Teachers' Retirement 
System, so MOTA service sliould be as well. 

Seco~d, CEA requests t~at the law be amended to allow teachers to pay _in retirement 
contributions while working pa~-time for one year, in order to bring that part-time y.ear -up to a 
full-time yea~ for p~rp_oses of the full-tinie equivalency (FTE). This is a proposal based in_ equity 
since teachers on a fuil year's leave of absence are allowed to do this under current law, but a 
teacher who is-actually working, albeit part:-time, is not. 

Third, we req~;~est i:l change to the requirement that the purchase of out-of-state years is based 
only 0!1 the number of Jull-time Connecticut years worked (2:1 ratio). Instead, we are seeking 
to allow l?art:-time years to_ count ·proportionately when purchasing out-of-state years. For 
example, a teacher who works 8 full-ti.me years in Connecticut and 12 half-time years in 
Connecticut is o~ly allowed to purchase 4 (half of 8) years ·from another state. Our proposal 
would ·allow for the full-time equivalent of the part-time years to be utilized so that his/her 12 
half-time years wo.uld be equivalent t~ 6 full-:tim~ y~ars, thus allowing him/her to buy 3 more 
out-of~state years. The intent of this law was to ensure that those "teachers wh9 come to teach 
in Connecticut do not end liP having more out-of-state years.than they have Connecticut. years. 
However, the- law as it is wr.itten does not recognize any part-time years of teaching in 
Connecticut ~ven in a. case where· a teacher may have over twenty or thirty: years of part-time 
Connecticut service. This was not the intent of the law and we believe that our proposal 
re·maitis consist~ntwith the original intent but also encourages out-of- state teachers to enter 
the profession ·in Connecticut. · 

e . Attached you will find draft language for all three of these proposals, for your review. 

·Finally, Substitute House Bill 5203 has been referred to this Comm_ittee from the Labor a~d 
Public Emplo.yees Committee. CEA supports S~ction l(f) :of this proposal because it addresses . 

3 



• 

•• 

-~~ ... ~ g--..r.;~~':..¥ 
-...: .. 

0048ii ...... • ~-.' - --··-. ·-·-··--:c .. ·c ........ -...,..~-i 

~~Spe~f'" l 
. F.tje l . 

. ~l V'r-L- Z-
TESTIMONY BY ADMINISTRATOR DARLENE PEREZ 
CONNECTICuT TEACHERS' RETIREMENT BOARD 
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE PUBLIC HEARING 

MARCH 17, 2010 

H.B. 5400 . AAC REf;MPLOYMENT OF RETIRED TEACHERS 
H.B. 5401 AAC.TECHNICAL CHANGES TO THE TEACHERS' RETIREMENT 

·SYSTEM S,TA TOTES 
H.B. 5402 AAC EXPENSES FOR HEALTH BENEFIT PLANS UNDER THE 

TEACHERS' RETIREMENT FUND 

· Good morning s·enator ·Harp, Representative Geragosian, and members of the 
Appropriations Committee. My name is Darlene Perez and I am the Administrator of the 
Connecticut Teachers' Retirement Board. (TRB). Thank you for the opportunity given to 
me to presentthe.Board;s support in favor ofH.B.s 5400, llQl aiid 5402. . . -
H.B. 5400 relates to the reemployment of retired teachers .in the public schools of 
Connecticut. While there are existing salaiy l~its in place that limit the earnings of a 
retired school teacher who is substituting inthe public scho·ols ofCT, there is also 
language tha~ limits the substitute service a retired teacher provides on a ''temporary. 
basis" defined as less than a school year. This definition prohibits a school teacher from. 
working in the same assignment from the first day of school 'through the last day of 

· school. Th~ TRB feels· this lan~age should be eliminated so that the same retired 
teacher who retuins as a: substitu~e can begin the school year and if necess_ary can 
· complete the school year sa that the school district doesn't have to bite two substitutes 
for the same·. assignment within the same schaol ye@l'. H.B. as written restricts post 
retirem~nt substituting to one y~ar: The TRB supports the following language which 
woUld all()w. the retiree to work ·in excess of one year under the salary limitations already 
in.place as· many of our retirees depend on substitute ·pay to offset their cost ofinSurance 
after retirement, which is usuaily paid for in full by the retiree with a small subsidy from 
the state but ·without any employer subsidy, and ·in addition will allow a substitute to 
work from September through June, if needed, with salary limitations that are alr~ady in. 
place. 

Sec. 10-183v.. Reemployment of teachers. (a) .Except as provided ·in subsection (b) of 
this section, a fformerj teacher receiving retirement benefits from the system may. n.ot 
be employ~d.in a teaching positio~ receiving compensation paid out of public money 

. ~pptoprilitedfor school purposes except ihat such Uo.rmer) teacher may be employed 
·{temporarily) in su~h a position and receive no mote thanforty;-jive per cent of the · · 
maximum salary· level for the as~igned position. Any fformer) teacher who receives in 
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excess of such amount shall teimburse the board for the amount of such ex.cess. 
fT.~mporary employment means employme'!:t for less than a school year.] Notice· of 
such employment shall" be sent fsemi;..annually on January thirty-first and June­
(hirtieih] to the board by the [employing officials} EMPLOYER and [by] the retired 
teacher AT 11/E TIME iiJ!'.IllRE AND atthe end of each ass!gnment. 

H.B. 5401 has been submitted to make technical changes to d~lete obsolete languag~ 
which was tecommende4 by the State Auditors of Public Accounts in recent audit 
findings. The ·nrn suppo~ these ·changes.· 

H.B . .-5402. relates to the funding of a· health. care consultant for .the TRB who has relied 
on· Genera1.Fund appropriations fot this critical and on-going need. The health care· 
consultant p,rov_id'es services. su~h ·as the following.: 

Identifies ·and resolv:es systemic issijeS ·with_the heal~ care v~ndors. 
Calculates the pr~miliin eqUivalent for the health care plans (prescription, medical, dental 
·and v~sionlhearing) · · 
Prepares reports .and cos~ analysis on health plan changes. 

.. Maintains a heaith fund modei used ·in forecasting financial needs for benefits. 
Provides annual HIP AA training for staff. 
W~tes RFP's for the health care vendors services (medical, dental and prescriptions) 
Prepares financial analysis on pricing offers .received from vendors. 

Provides· gUidance and recominendations on: 

o app·eals and.prior authorization requests, 
o plan enhanceme.nts, 
o industry standards,. 
o C<?St containment initiatives,. 
o Fe4eral and State legislation, 
o claim/coverage complaints. 
o · HIP AA .compliance 

The ~eptember budget mitigatjon budget eliminated the funding·for these services. 
Absent of general fund appropriations for these services the TRB considers this bill 
crucial to·the continued fmancial and administrative success of it's multiple health care 
plans for current and .future retired teachers of CT. The TRB s:ubmitted and fully 
supports this bill. · 
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