
PA10-037 
 HB5282 
 House 964-977 14 
 Labor 1224-1227, 1284-1297 18 
 Senate 1993-1996, 2065-2067 7 
 39 
 



   

        

 

H – 1076 

 

CONNECTICUT 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

HOUSE 

 

 

PROCEEDINGS 

2010 

 

 

 

 

VOL.53 

PART 4 

              895– 1168 

  



•• 

• 

• 

ch/rgd/gbr 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

157 
~:pril 14, 2010 

Members to the Chamber. 'fhe House is voting on 

Consent Calendar Number 2. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Have all the members voted? Have all the members 

vot'ed? Please check the roll call board to make sure 

your vote has been properly cast~ If aLl the members 

b.ave voted the machine ·will be locked and the Cler~ 

wi11 please take a t.ally. Clerk; please announce the· 

tally. 

'THE· CLERK: 

On Consent Calendar Number 2. 

Total Number voting 144 

Necessary for adoption 73 

Those voting Yea 144 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent and not voting 7 

SPEAKE-R DONOVAN: 

The consent calendar passes. 

Will the Clerk please call Calendar 100. 

THE CLERK:. 

On page 6~ Calendar 100~ substitute for House 

Bill Number 5282, .AN 'ACT CONCERNING FIREFIGHTERS, 

POLICE OFFICERS AND WORKERS' COl'IJPEN.SATION CLAIMS 

.PERTAINING TO CERTAIN DISEASES, favorable report of 
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the Commi t.tee On Labor and Public Employees. 

s·PEAKER DONOVAN: 

The distinguished Chair of Labor and Public 

Employees Co:mmi ttee, Representative Ryan, you have· the 

f·loor, sir·: 

REP.. RYJ\N ( 139th) :· 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I move for accepta.nce of the joint .committee's 

fav.orable report and passage of the bill. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

The question is on ac~eptance and passage. Will 

REP . RYAN. ( 13 9 t.h ) : · · 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker~ 

This ~s a bill that we've bad around. It 1 s 

basically· an at·tempt to c1arify existing la:w in 

workers' comp ~ssues dealing with municipal or 

yq1.unteer fire departments. 

The ~wo groups involved in this have worked 

together; professional fire£ighters and the CCM, 

Connecticut Conference of Municipalities. They've 

also had input from the majority -- :I. mean, exc.use me, 

the Minority Leader. 

So th~t we have come up ~ith a bill that I think 
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· satisfies -- addresses the problem and deals with all 

those concerns that people may have had with the :Pill. 

But. to make sure that that does occur, we have an 

amendment. I'd ask the Clerk to call Lc·o 3:467. And 

may I be. allowed to summarize·? 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Will th~ Clerk please call LCO 3467 which ~ill be 

designated House Amendment Schedule "A." 

THE CLERK: 

LCO NumbeT 3467, House "A," offered by 

Representatives Ryan, Cafero and Noujaim . 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

The R~presentative seeks leave of ·the Chamber to 

summarize. Is there objection? Hearing none, 

Representative Ryan, you may ·proceed with 

summarization. 

REP. RYAN (139th): 

Thank you, MT. Speaker. 

This is a st·.rike-all amendment that essentially 

state.s that a uniform member of the paid :municipal. or 

vol'Unteer fire department or a reguiar member of the 

paid municipal police. department or c.onstable, as 

defined by current law., or a member of a volunteer· 

ambulance service would be eligible fo.r workers' 

0.00966 
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• compensation benefits for any di~sease arising .out of 

or in the course of employment. 

It's inclUded, .but no"t limited to :hepa.tit·is 

meningococcal ~en~ngitis, tuberculosis, Kahler's 
·J; 

Disease, non-Hodgkin' s lymphoma,· and prostate or 

te~ticular cancer that· rest.tl ts in death or. temporary 

or permanent total, ·or partial disability. 
'· 

The fiscal note of this bill reflects that 

there's no fiscal impact of the municipalities due to 

the work that's b~en don~ on the parties involved, and 

therefore no state mandate. 

• Because under current la~ Like I said~ this is 

a clarification -- any disease or injury that is shown 

to arise out .of, or in ·the· course of the. e·mpl.oyee' s 

job, makes an employee eligible for workers' 

compensation benefits. 

I move for adoption. 

(Deputy Speaker Orange in the Chair.} 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE.: 

The quest·ion before the Chamber is on adoption of 

House Amendment. Schedule "A." All those in favor ·--

•• ·oops·, excuse me. 



• 

,. 

•• 

ch/rgd/gbr 
HOUSE OF RE.PRESENTATIVES 

161 
April 14, 2010 

Will you remark? Will you remark further on 

House Amendment Schedule "A?" Repr.e·sentati v.e Cafero. 

REP. CAFERO (i42nd): 

Tha·nk y.ou, Mr. Speaker. 

Madam Speaker, ladies and gentlemen of the 

Chamber, I stand in support of the amendment that's 

.before us.. For. ,many years the firefighters, ·police, 

volunteer ambulance driv:er·s ha.ve indicated to us that 

they are exposed by virtue of the natnre o£ their job 

·to these various infect·ious dise.ases. 

And yet for some unknown reaso,n, they feel t"hat. 

there-'s been a chi.iling effect or a reluctance on the 

part of ·the workers' -compensation system ·for -- to be 

cqmpe.ns~ted. It has b..een the. understanding of CCM as 

well as others that this has always been the law, that 

if you are able to prove that you have contracted a 

disease .or suffered an injury on the job you shall be 

entitled to compensation. You shall be eligible. 

Tl:lis clarifies that·. It is something the police 

'and firefighters have asked for Several years. It. is 

something that we have not been able to acc.omplish. I 

want to thank the Speaker of the House and those on 

the other side of t·he aisle, who, along with .myse·lf 

and ·members of our caucus sat down with both CCM, the 
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police and firefighter repr~sentatives as well as 

volunteer ambulance corps. drivers,. to say, if this is 

the law, we should clarify the law because, certainly 

these folks· are most directly expo~ed on a continual 

basis. to these infectious di.sea:ses. 

Should. the.y contract .and pe aol·e to prove that 

the-y received those diseases in the course of their 

employment they should ·be eligible ·for compensation 

through our ~orker·s' compen·sation system. That's the 

purpose of this amendment. ~hat's the purpose of what 

I hope will become the law and I gladly support it . 

T.hank you, Madam Speak~r,. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: ··· 

Thank you, Mr. Leader. 

Will you remar·k fur.ther on the amendment before 

us? Will you remark further? 

Representative Mary Ann Carson of the 108th --

no? Will you remark ·further on the amendment before 

us? If not, let me try your minds. All those in 

tavor, signify .by saying; aye. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

Aye. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

All those o~posed, nay. 

000969 



000970 
ch/rgd/gpr 163. 
HqtiSE OF REPRESENTATIVES April 14, 2010 

• The ayes have it: ;rhe .amendment is adopted. 

·Will you remark further on the bill as amended? Wiil 

~ou remark further on the bill as amended? 

Representative Miner. 

REP. MINER ( 6"6'th) : 

Thank you, Madam Spea·ker and I will be brief. 

Madam Speaker, let me say, first o.f. all, I think 

the fact that volqnteer .ambulance personnel have now 

been included in this .bi:ll is a big step ·forward. 

It's an argument that we always· hav.e in this building, 

I don't think be~ause we want to intentionally exclude 

anyone1 but there's nobody up here advocating for 

volunteer ambulance people. And T think, generally, 

they're as a big a part of the fabric of' EMS in this 

st~ate ~s anyone·. 

Sec.ondly, let me say aJso that I would ag·ree with 

Minority Leader Cafero, that indi.viduals within this 

building right noM have made themselves available to 

anyone of us.that have had a question about this bill 

in the past and this is no different this year. X've 

enj~yed the opportunity to speak with all of them. 

I know, I guess, there's a legal perspective to 

this and I think the fiscal note indicates that 

there's no fiscal impact to this bill. Madam Speaker, 

·.· 
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I would just submit to you that while this is·probably 

one of the more likely businesses someone could get. 

into and come in contact with .indi victuals with any one 

of these illnesses or contract a cancer as a result of 

another exposure, my ·re·acting of. this is 'it's got the 

-word "$hall." 

And rqaybe to the rest of the world, shal.l doesn't 

mean anything,· but when a bill comes out of the 

Legisla.tur.e and it has the word "shall" in it, I 

submit to you that it has a .lot of meaning. 

Now whether it will impact the outcome. of any· one 

of these cases or not, I' want to ~ke it clear, if the 

individuals who have been denied should be eligible~· 

than they are eligible now, and they should always be 

eligible. 

But I suspect that when this bill passes, and it 

will pass, :th.e ef·fect of this bill .is that someone is 

going to walk into the workers' comp office .and 

they're going to say, you guys haven't made a decision 

on .my cl.a.im.. .He·r.e' s th.e new piece of· legislation 

that's come out of the Chamber of the House, the 

Chamber of the Senate and signed by the Governor. 

What's the story now? 

So for those who have been harmed becaus·e they 
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have be~n injured in the line of workj I suspect tbat 

this may help tbem. For those that have not, and it 

gives them a pas~ to the finish line, I suspect this 

will make that connection~ And I do th~hk, in that 

case~ the fiscal note is wrong. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY. SPEAKER ORANGE: 

Thank you, sir. 

Will you remark' further on the amendment before 

us? 

Representative Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th)~ 

Th~pk you, Madam Speaker. 

A question, i.f I may, to the proponent of the 

bill as amended. 

OEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

Plea~e proceed, sir. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th) : 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

There ate many different types of constables that 

serves the towns in our state. And for purpose of 

establishing legislative intent, many constables do 

not have arres.t. power, but they trtay have completed 

some type of post training. Typically t'hey are . 
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compensated for their performance to their town, but 

they don't routinely carry a weapon, but they do s~rve 

in the community, either on an elected basis or on. ·an 

appointe.d basis. 

And I want to establish whether or not these 

individuals would be covered under this legislation as 

pr~posed. Through you, Madam Speaker. 

DE.PUTY SPEAKER ORA,NGE: 

Representative Ryan. 

REP. RYAN (139th): 

Thank yon, Madam Speaker . 

It is defined in 31294 I; it would be the 

individua-1,s that c·ome under that are defined as 

constables in that section .. I d.on't have that in 

=front. of me to be able to ascertain i .. f -- I think 

you're talking about elected constables that occur in 

some communities. 

I think these. are the indi victuals that serve as 

poli.ceman in those communi ties, but I would have to 

refer to that part of the statutes to be absolutely 

sure that was the case. 

R~presentative Alberts . 

R~P. ALBERTS (50th): 

000973 
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I thank th_e gentleman .fo.r his answer. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORAN.GE: 

Will you c~te to remaik.further on the bill as 

amended? Wil~ you care to remark further? 

Repre.sentative Anign of· the 14th, you have ·the 

flqor;, sir. 

REP. AMAN (,14th) : 

Thank. you ve.ry muc.h, Madam Spea.ker .. 

As a membe-r.of the Labor Committee, I have worked 

qui.te a length of tim~ with the po1ice and the fire 

department regarding this particular issue and the 

language involved. 

An~ just to clarify a coUple of things that were 

said, I would li~e to ask a couple of question~ for 

the proponent of the bill to make su~e that the 

legislative intent is as was intended within our 

discussions. 

Through you.; Madam Chair. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

Please proceed~ sir. 

REP. AMAN (14th): 

Yes. To the proponent of the bill, the question 

on the, shall be eligible. It's my understanding that 
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they haye -- Ct1rrently are eligible to receive, the.se 

type of benefits if they can clearly demonstrate that 

the dis~ase that they received did come from their 

service as an emer<_;Jency p·ersonnel. 

That l'i.k·e any other workmans 1 comp injury, it is 

incumbent on showing a direct. connect·ion or a 

connection between the ilJ.,nes$ oor inj:ury and 'the w.ork 

performed. 

Through you, Madam Chair. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

Representative Ryan . 

REP. RYAN (13,9th): 

Through you, Madam Speaker, I believe th.e answer 

to tha.t is· yes. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

Representative Aman. 

R_EP. AMAN (.14th) : 

I thank the prop.onent of the bill, becau~e that 

is also .my understanding, that this just clarifies 

somet'hing that everyon.e has discussed in ·the past. and 

has .been the way the workman 1 s compens-at-ion board .has 

handled these cases and should continue to handle it 

ip tbe future, that the emergency personnel st~ll must 

·show that it is related to their work. 
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Thank. you very m\,lch, Madam Speaker and T urge 

·people to vote fo.r this bill. 

(Speaker Donovan in the Chair.) 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Thank you ve.ry much. 

Will you remark further on the bill as amended? 

Remark f~rther on the b.i11 a:s a:rnended? If not, staff 

and guests please come to the well of the House. 

Members take their seats. The machine will be open. 

THE CLERK: 

The House of Representatives· is voting ~by roll 

call. Members to the chamber. The House is voting by· 

roll call. Members to the chamber, please. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Have all the members voted? Have al:l the members 

voted? Please check the roll calL board to make sure 

your vote has been properly cast. .Have all the 

merribers voted? If all the members voted, the machine 

will be locked and the Clerk will please take a tally. 

~ill the Clerk please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Hous.e Bill 5282 as· amended by House Schedule "A .. " 
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Total Number voting i44 

Necessary for adoption 73 
.-

Those vot:ing Yea 137. 

Those voting Nay 7 

Those :.absent and not voting 7 

SPEAKER. DONOVAN: _ 

.The bill as atnEmded passes. 

170 
J;\pril 14, 2010 

Is there any business on the Clerk~s desk. 

THE CLERK: 

No fur:th.er business, Mr·. Speaker .-- I take that 

.back . 

SPEAKER DONOVAN,: 

· Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

We'Ve had bus.iness from the Senate., a list of 

Senate· joint·resolutions. 

SPEAKER-DONOVAN: 

Representati~e Olson. 

REP· •.. OLSON ( 4 6'th) :. 

Hello. Oh, there we go. Great. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I mo.ve to waive ~he reading of the 

000977 

list. of favorabl,e reports and mo.ve t·hat may be tabled ... 

for the Calendar. Thank you, Mr. sp·eaker. 

-~ 



S – 604 

 

CONNECTICUT 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

SENATE 

 

 

PROCEEDINGS 

2010 

 

 

 

              

          

 

 

VOL. 53 

PART 7 

1920 – 2252 

 



• 

• 

• 
~· 

law/gbr 
SENATE April 29, 2010 209 

Bill 393. And then calendar page 24, Calendar 91, 

Senate Bill 259. Thank you, Madam President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr. Clerk, will you continue with the call of the 

calendar. 

THE CLERK: 

Calendar page 40, Calendar nuffiber 417, file 

number 147 and 585, substitute for House Bill 5282, AN 

ACT CONCERNING FIREFIGHTERS, POLICE OFFICERS AND 

WORKERS' COMPENSATION CLAIMS PERTAINING TO CERTAIN 

DISEASES as amended by House Amendment Schedule A, 

favorable report of Committees on Labor, Public 

Employees, and Public Safety. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Prague. 

SENATOR PRAGUE: 

Thank you, Madam President.· Ma~am President, I 

move the joint committee~s favorable report and 

passage of the bill as amended by House Amendment A. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark further, Senator Prague. 

SENATOR PRAGUE: 

Thank you, Madam President. Under this bill a 

paid, municipal or volunteer firefighter, .municipal 
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police officer, constable or volunteer ambulance 

service memb_er is eligible for worker's comp benefits 

for diseases including the following if they arise out 

of and are in the course of employment. The diseases 

are hepatitis, meningococcal meningitis, tuberculosis, 

Kohler's disease otherwise known as multiple myeloma, 

.non-Hodgki.n' s lymphoma, prostate cancer or testicular 

cancer. 

As with all workers comp claims, the disease must 

result in death or temporary or permanent, total, 

partial disability in order to be eligible for 

benefits. A constable is a municipal law enforcement 

officer who is authorized to make arrests and has 

completed the police officer's standards and training 

council's certified tiaining. 

THE CHAIR: 

Would you remark further? 

Senator McKinney. 

(Senator Duff of the 25th in the Chair.) 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator McKinney. 

SENATOR McKINNEY: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I'm glad I picked my 

head up instead of saying thank you, Madam President. 

001994 



• 

• ••• 

• 

law/gbr 
SENATE April 29, 2010 211 

Mr. President, I rise in support of the bill 

before us. And wanted to thank Senator Prague for 

bringing it out before us. I did note though, it's 

interesting. Here we are passing, the House has 

passed this. So it will become law and good law that 

we will provide compensation to those emergency 

service personnel, firemen, police officers who might 

be expose_d to, you know, some terrible communicable 

diseases. 

' 
What I thought was interesting and perhaps 

unrelated to this bill in a way but perhaps we can 

work on it in the future is that under the federal 

HIPPA laws, our emergency services personnel are not 

allowed to know when they walk into someone's horne 

whether or not somebody there has a communicable 

disease. 

So while we are trying to and should be offering 

them compensation when they're exposed to something 

horrible, we also I think should be working on the 

front end to try to make sure they're protected before 

they go into those situations. So I didn't want to 

offer an amendment to this piece of legislation 

because this is a good bill and it ought to pass. But 
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hopefully that's something that we can work on if not 

before the end of this session in the future as well. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Senator McKinney. 

Senator Prague. 

SENATOR PRAGUE: 

Through you, Mr. President, I want to thank 

Senator McKinney. He brings up a very good point. 

Something that we do need to work on next year. I 

certainly thank him for not amending the bill at this 

point in time because it would just disappear. We 

wouldn't have enpugh time to vote on it. So, with· 

that kind of support if there is no objection I'd 

request that the bill be p~t on consent. 

THE CHAIR: 

Is there any objection? If not, it will be 

placed on the consent calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Senator. 

Mr. Clerk. 

"THE CLERK: 

Calendar page 4, Calendar number 143, file number 

207, substitute for Senate Bill. 393, AN ACT CONCERNING 
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Immediate roll call has been ordered in the 

Senate on the consent calendar. Will all Senators 

please return to the chamber. Immediate roll call has 

been ordered in the Senate on the second consent 

calendar. Will all Senators please return to the 

chamber. 

Mr. President, those items placed on the second 

consent calendar begin on calendar page four, Calendar 

number 116, Senate.Bill number 60, calendar page five, 

Calendar 168, subst~tute for Senate Bill 361, calendar 

page eight, Calendar 272, substitute for Senate Bill 

199, calendar page 16, Calendar number 459, Senate 

Bil.l 5351, calendar page 23, Calendar number 58, 

Senate Bill 354, Calendar number 76, substitute for 

Senate Bill 246, calendar page 24, Calendar number 91, 

substitute for Senate Bill 259, calendar page 26, 

Calendar 133, substitute for Senate Bill 54, calendar 

page 27, Calendar 135, substitute for Senate Bill 

number 59, Calendar.150, Senate Bill 301, calendar 

page ?9, correction, calendar page 31, Calendar number 

207, substitute for Senate. Bill 383 and calendar page 

40, Calendar number 417, substitute for House Bill 

5282. Mr. President, that completes those items 

placed on the second consent calendar. 

002065 
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THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Mr. Clerk. 

The machine will be open. 

THE CLERK: · 

April 29, 2010 

The Senate is voting on roll call on the second 

consent calendar. Will all Senators please return to 

the chamber. The Senate is now voting by roll call on 

the second consent calendar. Will all Senators please 

return to the chamber. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Boucher. 

Have all ·Senators. voted? Have all Senators 

voted? If all Senators have voted, please check the 

machine and make sure your vote is accurately 

recorded. If all Senators have voted, Mr. Clerk, 

please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

The motion's on adoption of consent calendar 

number two. 

Total number Voting 33 

Those voting Yea 33 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent and not voting 3 

THE CHAIR: 

002066 
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The second consent calendar passes . 

Senator Looney. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, that 

concludes our business for today. I wili yield the 

floor to members for purposes of announcements of 

committee meetings or for other purposes. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Senator Looney. 

Are there any members? 

Senator McKinney. 

SENATOR McKINNEY: 

Thank you, Mr·. President. I rise for purposes of 

a record notation. 

THE CHAIR: 

Please proceed, Sir. 

SENATOR McKINNEY: 

Thank you, Mr. President. Should the record note 

that Senator Debicella missed some votes today and was 

out on other legislative business. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Senator McKinney. 

Any· other points of personal privilege or 

announcements? 

002067 
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settlement. 

Once that binding arbitration process starts, 
it~s -- it's a very expensive process. Also, 
right now there's certain legal documents that 
can be waived. And the creation of tho·se 
documents is quite expensive. And this-would 
not allow for that. This would make ~t quite 
rigid where those would have to be prepared and 

.that would. run up the cost. 

REP. RYAN: Thank you. 

Do we have any questions of Mr. Anderson? 

Thank you. 

BRIAN ANDERSON: Thank you. 

REP. RYAN: We kept you waiting. 

Jeanette Smith and she'll be followed by Bill 
Lawler . 

Is Jeanette Smith here? 

Okay. Mr. Lawler. 

WILLIAM LAWL~R: Good afternoon, Representative 
Ryan, Chai~person ~rague, Labor Committee. I'm 
William Lawler, Manchester, Connecticut. 

I am here in favor of.the Raised Bill 5282, AN 
ACT CONCERNING WORKERS' COMPENSATION TO REQUIRE 
THE CHAIRMAN OF WORKERS' COMPENSATION 
COMMISSION TO REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON 
THE STATUS OF WORKERS' COMPENSATION SYSTEM IN 
THE STATE. 

Raised Bill 5282 requires the Chairman of 
Workers' Compensation to report on the 
functioning of the system annually to the 
Governor and Legislative committee appears, a 
bare minimum expectation of the-position of 
chairman. I am surprised that there is ·a need 
to even legislate this. However, I do applaud 
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the intent of this legislation after the sudden 
departure on· February 23, 2010 of the Workers' 
Compensation Chairman, John Mastropietro from 
the Labor and Public Employee Committee 
Mee·ting. 

The Chairman departeQ from the room after 
damaging testimony regarding delays in medical 
treatment to injured workers. The insurance 
companies_have been denying treatments and 
requiring authorizations from everything from 
physical therapy after surgery to medications. 
Worse, they are terminating reasonable and 
necessary trea~ment· for medication without due 
process, leaving the injured worker high and 
dry for months or even years before a . 
resolution may be reached. 

We heard testimony on February 23rd of an 
injured worker who ~ad spent thousands of her 
own dollars and years on appeal to win the most 
basic of treatment. I have documentation on my 
website of a woman that won her case,. and the 
insurance company made a frivolous appeal. She 
committed suicide in the interim. This wasn't 
a Connecticut case,·not yet. 

We heard testimony last week·from former 
Workers' ·Compens.ation Commissioner, Mr. Miles. 
He reported on a 1998 chairman directive 
pertaining to the ·injured worker medical 
treatment that does not require preapproval for 
every treatment under a physicia~'s care. 
Apparently this d~rective has not· been followed 
during the tenure of Chairm~n Mastropietro. 

There is a workers' compensation commissioners 
meeting tomorrow, March 5, 2010, where you 
could.have gone to the source and asked him 
about the 1998 medical directive. B~t, 

unfortunately, that meeting tomorrow has been 
canceled at the last minute. Can't go. 

It would be· interesting to learn why the system 
turned around to require medical authorizations 
and preapproval of every treatment. This is 
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certainly burdensome on the physicians, and it 
would take more time attending the hearings of 
injured workers than the treatment of injured 
workers. Maybe this is why we can't get 
doctors t·o treat us. 

I said it before, and I will say it again, the 
system needs a big quality-control checkup. 
Now there is proof beyond mine of the 
corrl:J.ption. 

I think this committee should authorize an 
investigation o_f who did not get medical 
treatment and what the effect on lives has 

·been. 

Thank you. I would welcome any discussion. 

REP. RYAN: Thank you, Mr. Lawler. 

Do we have any questions? 

Yes, _Representative . 

REP. NOUJAIM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Good afternoon. You say on the third paragraph 
on your website. Would you please define for 
me what you do for a living. 

WILLIAM LAWLER: What I do for a living is I'm 
basically a part-time workers' compensation 
safety specialist representing about 30 
different insurance carriers. 

REP. NOUJAIM: So you are an independent consultant 
for those carriers? 

WILLIAM· LAWLER: Yeah. I call it more I'm on an 
employee side, ~ut, yeah. Okay. Independent. 

REP. NOUJAIM: Thank you. 

WILLIAM LAWLER: Thank you . 

REP. RYAN: Thank you. 
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Any other questions? 

Thank you, Mr. Lawler. I appreciate you coming 
in again today. 

WILLIAM LAWLER: Thank you. 

REP. RYAN: Again, Patrice -- no, we did Patrice. 

Susan Nelson. 

Jeanette Smith. Okay. 

Okay. Well, we are at the end. 

I've I understand that someone else would 
like to speak. So, Mr. Champlin. 

CAMERON-CHAMPLIN: Chairman Ryan, Chairman Prague, 
members of the Committee, my name is Cameron 
Champlin. I represent Plumber's and 
Steamfitters Local 777 . 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before 
you today. I want to testify in favor of S.B. 
52 -- I mean, House Bill 5204. ~d I just want 
to concur with the previous speaker, Glenn 
Marshall, with all the points he ~ade. There 
was a -- a few things t_hat people were asking 
on what we could do to help rectify this 
situation. And one of the things is to 
definitely up the fines, because $300 is not a 
lc;>t of money for a general contr~ctor to say; 
I'm going take a chance, and if I don't get 
caught great. If I do get caught, it's not a 
big deal . 

. The other thing is, the~e contractors have to 
be licensed. They have to pay a fee, which 
isn't much. They don't have to· fill out -- I 
think they have to fill out a form, but they're 
not tested. But they have to hold that license 
·in order to do business in the state of· 
Connecticut. I think one o~ the· things you 
could look at was, if they get caught doing 
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Raised Bill 5282 for requiring the Chairman of Workers Compensation to report on the functioning of 
the system annually to the Governor and legislative com mitt~ appears a bare minimum expectation Q.f 
the position of Chairman. I am surprised there is a need to even legislate this. I applaud the intent of 

this·legislation ~r the sudden departure on February 23, 2010 of Workers Compensation Chairman 

John Mastropietro from the Labor and Public Employee Hearing. The Chairman departed from the 

room after the damaging testimony regarding delays in medical treatment to injured workers. 

The insurance companies have been denying treabnents and requiring authorizations for everything 

from physical therapy after a surgery to medications. Worse is they are terminating reasonable and 

necessary treatment or medications.without due process leaving the injured worker high dhd dry for 

months or even years before a resolution may· be reached. We heard testimony February 23, 2010 of an 

injured worker who had spend thousands of dollars and years on appeal to win the most basic of 
treatment. 

I have documentation on my website of a woman that won her case and of the insurance company 

frivolous appeal. She com!"'itted suidde in the interim. This wasn't a Connecticut case, not yet. 

We heard testimony here last week from a forrnerWorkers Compensation Commissioner Mr. Miles. He 

reported on a 1998 Chairman directive pertaini~g to injured worker medical treatment that does not 

require pre-approval for every treatment under a physidans' care. ~this directive· has not 

been followed during the tenure of Chairman John· Mastropietro. 

Th~Worlcers Compensation Commissioners meeting tomorrow Man:h 5, 2010 where you could 

have gone to the souree and asked about the 1998 medical treatment directive but unfortunately it has 

been canceled at the last minute. 

It would be interesting to leam why the system turned around to require medical authorizations and 

pre-a~l of every treatment. This is certainly burdensome on the physicans and would take up . 

more time ~ding hearings than the treatment. Maybe· this is why we can't get doctors to treat us. 

I have said it before and I will say it again, this system needs a big quality control check up. Now there is 

proof beyond mine of corruption. 

I think this committee should authorize an investigation of who did not get the medical treatment and 

what the effect on lives has been. 

Sincerely, 

William Lawler 

12 Jackson St. 

P.O. Box 3951 

Manchester, CT 06045 

86()-841-4258 
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SL!bj: COMPLAINT Re WORKERS COMP TRUST In the matter 400008884 Ayres V. UMH 12-2-89 
Date: 1012412007 2:03:30 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time 
From: Mema.fm Se 
To: John.Mastroojetro@CLGov 
CC: Govemor.Rell@ct.aov,-AUOmey.Generai@PO.State.CLUS. Mema proSe 

. ·coMPLAINT 

It is my Complaint that I, Linda Ayres (Palerm_o), claimant. have recently 
leaned,_ in the matter, 400008884, 00112..02-89, Ayres Vs. United 
M•thodist Homes of CT, Respondent Employer, that the Respondent 
Claims Adjuster, Workers Compensation T~st of Wallingford, CT, who 
have been handling my compensation claim of 12-2-89, ·(appro~lmately 19 
years), are waiting for ine to die, before they will make payment of any 
nature in this matter; And that there is one or more attorneys and or 
group of persons.that are Involved since 12-2-89 in the~e unethical 
practice and bad faith dealings. 

The IRS directed me to contact the State of Connecticut Labor 
Deparbnent who norm~lly 
oversee Worker's Compensation matters. The State Labor Department 
denies· having any over cite in Worker's Compensation Matters. T~ey 

. further: directed me to work with the Compensation Commissioners Jn 
resolving this matter, who for the most part have no medlcal.back ground 
and Ignore medical reports submitted by qualified licensed medical 
professionals 

Summariiy I am contending, 
1) A. The actions of Worker's Compensation Trust. Claims Adjusters, 

B. the ·attorneys Involved, 
C. Perhaps some ~f. the Commissions, and 
D. Other staff employees of the CT. WCC, 

through they actions over the years have defied the intent of the Workers 
Compensation Laws, which employers are obligated to carry under 
Federal law. And, . . 

.2) They fail to deal in good faith, and employee unethical practices. 
And, . . 

3) .That I submit as the IRS requested for their Investigate of · 
properly reporting Income and or profits, of those law firms and 
Insurance companies and or claim adjusting companies, who•s names 
you provided me, pursuant to my FOI Request of January 2007. And, 

4) Gove~or Rei~ and Attorney Blumenthal conduct an investigation 
the reasoning as to ·why the State Labor Department fails to oversee 
Worker's Compensation Matters. And, 

Thursday, October 25,2007 America Online: Guest 
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6) I need tO have it pointe~ out to me wher• it is stated in Labor 
Law or the Conipe~sation Act, that says I must die before any payment of 
any nature is made in this matter, ·or at least where it grants ariy .other 
individ .. al or group of individuals the ••right ~ deny me my life••, "rights to · 
peaceful tranquility" or "any other civil right afforded". And. 

6) I need to· knOw In what year the State Legislature gave the 
authority to the Compensation Commission to· over see matters arising 
out of LabOr (emploJment) issues? · 

Chairman Mastropietro, here within lies my Complaint, which you 
requested - NOW act upon it. · 

BY: 
~~~~----------Linda Ayres Palermo. 

46 Vought Pl. 
·Stratford. CT 06614 
Phone: 203-378-5977 
E-mail: Merna Pro Se @ aol.com 

See whars.new at AOL.com and Make AOL Your Homepage. 

Thursday, October 25, 2007 America Online: Guest 
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Chainnan of the WOrker's Compensation Comnlission 
John A. Mastropietn;, 

My only source of Income Is m,- Social Security Retirement ben.. 1 am requesting that the 
fees a~ costs for the FOI Request. be waived. 

001288 

Historically, as you know my wortt related Injury occurred December 2. 1989. 1 have 
been on a fixed ~e since Man:h 1, 1993. (Income 1990-1993, nul) At. that lime, I began 
receiving SoCial Security Dlsablity Beneflls based on the aforementioned work related accident. 
which resulted In my having a medicallmpalnnent. I did not nor have laver received ihe weekly 
monetary benefils. and other benefits for my ongoing"medicallmpalnnents such as physical 
therapy, medical treatment, medication and my pdmiUY physician SliD has not been paid tor his 
services, which was to be afforded based on the Intent of the Workers Compensation Ad. This 
wort related injury OCCUJYed prior to the l8fonns of 1991. I beDeve that was around the time you 
were appointed a commiSsioner by the fonner Governor Welcker. 

The claim has not been paid timely or property as a resul of, bad faith on the part of the 
respondent clafms ~'Workers Compensation Trust"', (see FOI Repcut. 111. 14. 
L.JJ), the repeated and deliberate Interferences on lhe part of the Atty. Michael LaVelle of Pullman and 

· Comley (fDnnel1y PuDman Comley Bi'adley and Reeves) who instruc:ted the fonner respondent
employer UMH to have 11m: have any attorney's handling the dalm, to cal him so that he could give 
th~ peiSOR8IInfonnation he said he ·knew of me, ~ caused the ongoing harassment, continual 
repeated patterns of unprofessional behavior and deliber8te lntelfenmces to occur. La Velie. was lhe 
respondent employer"s labor attorney and had no standing In the catnpensaUon matter. One of the law 
ftnns that represent WCT for at least 14 years In the compensation claim Is Letizia, Ambrose and Falls, 
P. c. (Lelizia & Ambrose). In acconlanc:e with the FOI Report Cpa. 40.. L 31 & 32 they I!I!B!!IIy 
!I! handling a-· or 2.508 claims. and 2101 claims·basecl on the dala O(tha lnlurv fall In the 
category or 3 -I. 1-10. 11 -11. 11 - 20. and >then 20 mrs. My clabn faD In the 16-20 vear 
catagory (mid 1884) -1hlrtea~ JUIS. of earnings ID ba ntpOited, just on my claim alone. 
Incidentally, an attorney Tom Thornberry formeJiy DfThombeny and Frankel (the fanner lobbyist), 
was very much involved In the conspiracy, they often_appearect at the LOB at putlllc hearing espeCially 
at the reappointments of compensation commissioners. 

By way of back QRJ\Ind, La VeUe, was a respondent employer's _labor attorney In another unrelated 
civil maller. Thct late Justice Burton Jacobson, IsSued a capious.ontering that human resources director to 
be brought to court due to La VeDe telling_ her she cfrd nat have to come a deposiUon, after being property 
served by a shertff, with a subpoena,ed. La VeDe heald about the caplous and called 8vety sheriff l!e· could, 
"asking If they had the caplous. In an allernpt to stop it from being SBN8d. Ha even showed up at the health 
fac:lity, (also a member of CHA-WCT), and attempted to stop the anest from taldng place. He went so far 
as to otrer to pay for the bond with one of his checlcs. Tbe sheriff became upset with Is actions. Alter she 

· explained what he attemiUd to do, I ftled a Motion to Disquarlfy La Vella and the finn PuDman, Comley, 
Bradley and Reeves fnml appearing on the bases I was caiDng his as a witness to question hiS as to what 
personal knowledg8 he had about me regarding my private life or even regarding my paofesslonal status. 
Judge Jacobson, granted my M011on to Disqualify, My; La Velie became very repressive and retaliatory 
. and started up hb campaign 1o get any dirt he could on me•, by calling any attomey.s he f8lt would 
embrace and suppod,hls game. When his attempts failed, he began making up stories about me. I learned 
of this some time later, during the time-of the Compensation dabn 12-2-89, and after he was given -tleads 
up• by the staff in Bridgeport as to when my hearing were set down for and after lhe compensation file was 
tumed over to Letizia. The Commissioners allowed La VeUe, to come to the hearing, to haniss and belittle 
me. He even threatened some ·or the attorney's who represented or had represented ine In the past.' 
Eventually, I received a latter evldenUy put.togetherby_m8mbers in the legal profession, who referred to 
themselves as my friends that La VaDe was Instrumental In causing the problems. As recenUv as •20Q8•, 
I received the·CertiftcaUon page from a deposition that ~s taken in that matter. I caUed the co counseRng 
law firm that had appeared .. In speaking with the senior member of the finn rega~ as to where the finns 
copy of the deposition would be In view of the fad that I was so old. I asked if It was possibly In st~e. 
He said it would have been destroyed by now and the Court Report was no longer In business. HIS through 
and mine "!818 the same, in that someone who was appealing in the matter, had gotten a copy of the 
deposition, and more than likely was inappropriately using it and disseminating ll He thanked me for camng· 
his finn regarding this matter as he didn't want it to gh(e a bad reflection on the Firms name. 
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Chainnan Mastropietro, thank you for responding to my FOI Request in a timely manner. As 
you can see the i~allon pnwlded has been put to good use. Your response to the FOI request, 

· # 11 how many claimants have naliced you that they ·have filed complaints with the Medicare F11!1ud 
l!nil as a result of· Dens not being satisfied? Response: None.· # .12. How many dalmants have 
noticed you that they have filed complaints with the u.s. Medicare Fraud Unit as a result of. their~ 
not being settled? Response: None. t 13. How many of your commissioners reported to you, that any 
dalmant has report through to them, that they aUeged fraudulent activity Is talking place In the 
COmmission and it tias been reported to·the U.S. Medicare Fraud Unit. Response: .None •. 

It is my feeDng and "belef, I have made ~ effods to notice you through your staff in 
Hartford regarding my concerns of·fraud and my lnfonillng Medicare, but perhaps you just did not want 
to fiSten. · 

. Wherefore, I am requesting you view this. my "Complaint"", as being the first you wUI 
entertain regarding, "bad fallh dealings on a. part of Worbrs Compens8tian Trust"", so that In 
this manner you wll never IHiva to. Respond: •None• - ev.er again. (F-01111.) 
And please waive the fees and charges for the FOI Jequest. 

SUBMmED~ lii.M.Aa 
UNDA PALERMO ARES 
0112012007 



• r·· 
'·~. 

• 

Subj: 
Data: 
From: 
To: 

FOI Response Jrom the Workers' Compensation Commission . 
1119/2007 5:13:Q3 P.M. Eastern Standard Time 
Connie.Rue@ct.gov 
memapros&(a)aol.com 

Hello Unda. 

001290 
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Please consider this. email and attached documents as the Commission's official respOnse to your· 
FOI ~quest of January 3, 2007: · · 

1. FOI- "Un4a Aytes 1-17-07.pdf (FOI written response and i~voice) (4 pages printed>· 
2. FOI - Unda Palermo Aytes 1-17 -07.xls (data report of statistics, attorneys, anc:l insurance 
companies) (86 pages printed) · 

As discussed by telephone on January 18! 2007_, the attached invoice is fot $280.00 fot computet 
programming services ~quited to develop the response to your FOI Request. The charges ate 
billed pursuant to C.G.S. Sec. 1-212 http://www.state.d.us/foi/2003FOJA/Sec.%201-212.htm. . · . 

Further, this response is being sent to you via email on the promise that you will provide ·me with 
a valid court otdet previously obtained fi.om a court in the State of Connedicut which verifies you 
are indigent and· unable to pay the attached invoice fot $280.00. 

As further agreed. said court otdet will be reviewed by Chairman John Mastropietro, at which time 
he will determine whether ot not the charges of $280.00 fot providing this response will be 
waived. Vntil that time, the ~nvoice fot $280.00 will .remain due and owing to the Wotkets' 
Compensation Commission. . · 

We thank you fot your patience and hope you find this information useful. It was quite the 
endeavor on out part since the information is not readily available in ~ut database. 

Best regards, . 

Conni4~ 
Legi.sfatiw, Leasing rll. cEO! Liaistm 
CO<YPll'fann. Section Cfaiej 
Oulimwl'l Ofl"a mg 
WOlken' Compcaulian Commusian 
p: 860.493.1580 
f: 860.247.0831 
"'Connie B•@ct.qoy 

Friday, January 19, 2007 America Online: Mema ~o Se 
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• Office ol .. Chairman 
CapiiD1 Place 

Commlu1onera 

21 Oak Slftd, 4dl Floar Suila 
IJmfan!. Cameaiatt OC5106-8011 . 

Tel: (860) 4!13-1SOD 
Fax: (860) 247-1361 

web .•-= hap:llwa:.slale.c:Lua 

Jumary 17, 2007 

Ms: lads PaJmuo A:yn:a 
46 Voupt Pllce 
Stratford. cr 06614 

lle: POI Rllqaest 

Dar Ms. Ayres: 

&:tat.t of C!tomudirut 

WORKERS' COMPENSAnON 
COMMISSION 

'l'BfollowiDg jnthm.atinn ia an ~tbD dala Wll hbeawilablc tDb quea1iaaapose4 ill -,aarPieedamof 
• Jufbrmatiaa Request datDd. :!'IIJIIIU13, 20f111111d RCdvecl via :fiat ia tbe Cprirmag'a OBice all Jamay 3. 

20fT1 at 4:15p.m. ~.l.ac:a~ :you a leta em 111111111)' 8. 2007 ~your :request. 

1. IIDw 1111111.111'Dllbn ~ dalt&r Dllj& ~ rlllllellltt47 

llespome: M ofJ,_, 17, 2007. the C)mnnj.;GD has 548.341 c1aims mill dm"'ae: 469,212 
.remaillopcalllld 79.129111m: beea c:1aaecL It il cxmllaly tD tha llldlltDrypiiiJICIIIII of tile Wmbn" 
Coqlc:uatioDkttD ICide claimL Wmbrs Wllipiilillldi0'1 claims mmaiD apmso the iqjun:d 
wmb:rWidl Ill....,..., claim uay .-kmedil:al lnlltmaDt ad auoci-lost wages fbr t1le 
mnajncJ,.,. ofdleir Jifelila 

2. • How 1111111.1 oftllele msa t11e 

1-S J1t!lft fJid1 llapouse: 129.165 
6-10ymnol4? BllspoDse: 163,.921 
11-15,.,. ol41 Bespcmle: 169,861 

3. Wlro t11e dis t:ltlblu A,_,.. c:omparda In eacA of dis abrne t:t~Se~'P 

1lllpcmse: Wo do DOt 11m: lbia·ildbtaoatinn 'bec:asc it is 110t ~ill uar dalahase. 

4. fto t11e IM~rvrlrtmu CtmpiJIIer ill .iad of dis rrbrM ,_.., 

s. b ,;,.. pt!llllbtg liflptlcnl ill tiiiJI of,. abcwe t:ltzbu? 

Respoue: . Yea 

6. Wllo are 1M a110n1eJ1S of reconl ia dlole c1Gims ~ raurln IIIIT&SOlwd? 
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) 16. Whtzt IIIM~tlmellltiJaf ID . .,.,c~tnmn-JYflt!r6?J-S,.,.,? 

JlespoDie: It Ji COJdriJ)' tD lha lllaluiQiy pmpase of .. Wcntm' ~oa Act tD 
seltlo clllfms. Wazbn compeasaticm claims NIII8ID 0J1C11 10 tbe IDjared wmbr wilb a IICCI:f*d · . 
claim may ~-adical1realmellt 1114 &SSOCiabid lost wages for _die I'GIII8IDdcr of their lifetime. · 

11. .Whtzt,. 1M,.,.,.. ... II~ lmlo Willi /or tllllr(onMI Hetlring? 

4.1 Meb 

18. . Whtzt 181M 111rte perlDtl11 t:ltmuml,., Ylltlltp 11118allrgelt;.y Htllring? 

Rlspoase: 10 days 

19. 77le ,_ ,. ft1nntr ~. fiJIPflbrllJdyrllllll t:llt.riTpu rtlll1 

20. NIIMI! qfdrtJ fll'll'itltll ~? 

Jesse M. Pnmld 

3 
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Age of Claim Baaed on Date of InJury 
0-&· 8-10 11-1& 18-20 >20 Appealed 

20024 24729 27987 15259 10540 112 
16551 21791 24358 8104 4225 89 
18153 22381 25295 8540 2332 ·150 
16821 18972 17953 8845 2423 : 134 
12na 18988 18975 7213 3157 98 
16230 18788 17908. 5178 2110 102 
13473 17607 17421 4091 1327 128 
19336 22792 21988 5297 948 105 

12~165 163928 189881 58327 27080 918 

Dlsrlct Office.~~£~" Claims fl. OPen j W/ STP j W VA., Closed! 

=.:1t·:.:.~ 
Hartford -~~~;. 98519 87440 1.1388 20927 11079 
Norwich ~~:~ 74029 82883 11881 14839 11168 
New Haven ·-1~1;::: 72701 61288 11150 18440 
Bridgeport ,~~~; 62614 53178 8397 17093 
Waterbury f~~ 57091 48898 8800 15277 
New l:,rltaln +1f~ 59212 50108 9185 18038 

·Stamford -~~ 53819 45093 7894 13309 
Middletown·,~~ 70358 80568 10288 19210 

~~-:~~ 
-~17. 548341 489212· 78583 135131 
:~f.;;~~ 
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LydlaMele 
233 Ellington Road ,ap/208 
&1st Hartfonl. CT 06108 
<r~o) · <t"H -~¥37 

FRX NO.·: 

001295- --··· 
Mar. 1214 21211121 1212:S2PM Pl 

FAX 2~~~ .. ~~- N.-I:/:Tie 6 ~0 6">0(; 

~v~. FROM~.~ 
FAX: ~G~:--~~---------

PHOMr: ______ ~--------~ 

RE: ~ /i.t~-* ~~C)_ 
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UNIFORMED PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT 
AFFILIATED WITH INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHTERS 

30 Sherman Street, West Hartford, C.T 06110 
Office: (.860) 953-3200 Office Fax: (860) 953-3334 

PRINCIPAL OFfiCERS 
Peter S. Carozza, Jr., Pruldent 

Louis P. DeMici, Secretary 
Dominic M. Cutaia, TretUunr 

March 4, 2010 

PAUL J. RAPANAULT 
DIRECTOR 

Legislative I Political Affairs 
S Oak Hill Drive 

North Branford, CT 06471 
(203) 592-4524 

Dear Senator Prague, Representative Ryan and members of the Labor and Public Employees Committee, 

My name is Paul J. Rapanault 1· am the Director of Legislative and Political Affairs for the Uniformed 
Professional Are Fghters Association of Connecticut. Our 4,500 members serve in 50 fire departments 
throughout the state. 

I am addressing you today In SUPPORT H.B. No. 5282 AN ACT CONCERNING WORKERS' 
COMPENSAnON. 

This. legislation should be passed. Professional Fire Fighters are woming wltti the Connecticut Conference of 
Municipalities with the hope to improve this bill and make it stronger . 

We urge your support of this important legislation. 

Thank you for your consideration. · 

OaS~~ 
Paul J Rapanault 
Legislative/Political Affairs 

Walter M. O'Connor, Pnlithnl Em•rillll Raymond D. Shea, PnsidetU Emerillll Santo J. Alleano, Jr., Vice Pnsitt.tU Emerillll 
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-900 Chapel St., 01h Fioor, New Hawn, Connecticut 08610:..2~ 
· -Phone (203) 4084000 • Fax (20s) 682-8S14 • www.ocm-ct.arg 

TESTIMONY 

OFTIIE · 

CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE OF MUNICIPALITIES 
' 

TO TilE 

LABOR & PUBLIC EMPLOYEES COMMITTEE 

M:arcb 4, 2010 

CCM is Connecticut's statewide association of towns and cities and the voice of local government - your 
partners in governing Connecticut. Our members represent over 90% of Connectieut' s populatj.on. We 
appreciate this opportwrity to testify before this joint committee on issues of concern to towns and cities. 

HB5282 "An Act Concerning Workers' Compensation" 

CCM understands that this proposal may be amended to include. language regarding workers' compensation 
benefits for public safety employees. Under the direction of the Speaker, CCM is currently_ working with 
~on advocates and the committee co-chairs to determine whether it is possible to craft mutually agreeable 
legislation on this topic. · 

If you have any questions, please call Bob Labanara or Ron Thomas of CCM at (203) 498-3000 
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