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rgd/md/gbr 
HOUSE OF REPERESENTATlVES 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

100 
.April 13, 2010 

Have all- menibers voted? Have all member·s voted? 

Please check the board to be sure that your vote has 

been prop.e-rly cast. If so, the machine will, be locked 

and the Clerk will take a tally. An~ will the Clerk 

please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

House Bill 5252 as amended by House ~A." 

Total Number voting 

Necessary for .adopiion 74 

Those vot.i,ng Yea 147 

Th0se vo~ing Nay 0 

Those absent and not voting 4 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

Thank ybu, Mr. Clerk. The bill passes as 

amended. 

W-;i.ll the Clerk please call C.;:tlendar Number 133. 

THE. CLERK: 

On page 11, Calen~ar 133', House Bill Nu,'mbe-r 5320, 

AN ACT CONCERN.ING THE: ENFORCEMENT OF PROHIBITED 

ACTIONS CONCERNING CERTAIN INVASIVE PLANTS, favorable 

report of the Commi t't;ee :on Environment. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

Representative RQy, you have the floor, sir. 

000.694 
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rgd/md/ gbr· 
HOUSE OF REPERESENTATIVES 

REP. ROY (119th)! 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

101 
April 13, 2010 

I- urge acce·ptance of the joint committee's 

favorable report and passage of the bill~ 

DEPUTY S:PEA~E~ ORANGE: 

The_ question i_s accept-ance ·of the j.oint 

committee's favorable repo,rt and passage of the bill. 

Representative Richard Roy, you have th~ floor, sir~ 

REP. ROY (119th): 

Thank_you, M-adam Speaker. 

This bill authoriz-es conse·:rvation officers, 

special conservation officers-and patrolmen::::appointed 

by _the PEE' commiss1one+ to enforce the law against 

gr6wing, distributing or buying invasive plants. 

The penalty fOr violating the law is a fine of up 

to $100 ·per pl~nt. I move passage. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

Thank you, Representative. 

Will you_ remark further? Will you care to remark 

further? Representat·ive Chapin. 

RgP. CHAPIN (67th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker,. 

Madam :Speaker, I also rise in support of the 

bill~ As we have.done in years past we have brought 
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HOUSE OF REPERESENTATIVES 

102 
April 13, 2010 

forwa.rd recommendations: from the invasive plants 

eouncil. This was one of the recommendations this 

year, and I urge my cqlleagues to support it. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:. 

Th~nk you, sir. 

Will you care to remark further? Representative 

Mary Mushinsky of the 85th, you have the floor, ma'am. 

REP. "MUSH!NSKY · (85th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker~ 

I wa~ planning to call an amendment on this bill, 

but I've decided not to. "In the·. past- the state list 

of invasive plants was incomplete. It was missing two 

species that should have been on the list, but were 

not. And they ~ere being planted on state 

construction projects, and these plants were 

ironically eno-ugh being paid for t-o be put in the 

ground and then being paid for by the taxpayer to pull 

them out, as they were invasive. And I thought that 

was a terrible irony and a terrible mistake, and ~he 

amendment w.as:_ going to prohibit this practice·. 

But there's good news. The industry has·said 

that they will be pu.tt·ing the -- these tw:o invade.rs on 

the i-nvasive list in May. They ar-e (inaudible) and 
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rgd/md/gl;>r 
HOUSE OF REPERESENTATIVES 

103 
April 13, ·201.0 

Japanese barberry. This is a welcome development. If 

it happens in May~ ·as predicted, it solves the problem 

and the amendment is not necessary. 

So we'll .keep ari ·eye on the situation. And I 

·thank the chairmen and the rankirig member for their 

assistance. Thank you, Madam Speakerr 

DEP.UTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

Thank you, mada.m. 

Will ··you care to r~mark further! "Wil1 you care 

to r.emark further? If not, will staff and guests 

please come to the well of the House. Members take 

your ~eats. The mac-l=ririe will be open . 

THE CLERK: 

The House of Repre·sentatives is voting.....Q.y rol.l 

.call. Members to the chamber. The House is taking a 

ro11 call vote. Members to the chamber, plea$e, 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

Have all membersvoted? Have al1 members voted? 

Please che_ck the board to be s·ure that your vote is 

~roperly cast. And if so, the machine will be locked 

and the Clerk will take a tally. And will the Clerk 

please announce the tall.y. 

THE CLERK: 

Hous·e Bill 53"20. 
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HOUSE OF REPERESENTATIVES 

Total Number voting 147 

Necessary for adopt·ion · 7 4 

Those voting Yea 147 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent and not. voting 4 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE.: 

104 
April 13, 201.0 

Thank you~ Mr. Clerk. And the bill passes. 

Will the Clerk plea·se .c·all Calendar Number 24. 

THE CLERK: 

On page 4, Cqlendar 24, substitute for House Bill 

Number 5014, AN ACT CONCERNING AUTOMOBILE AND PERSONAL 

RISK IN&URANCE, favorable report by the Committee on 

Insurance .. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGEz 

Representative Steve Fontana, you have the: floor, 

sir. 

REP. FONTANA (87th): 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker; I move for acceptance of the joint 

committee's favorable ·report and pa-ssage o.f the bill. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE: 

The question is acceptance of the joint 

co~ittee is favorable report and pas.sage o;e the bilL 

Representative Fontana, you have the floor. 

000698 
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cd 
SENATE 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

33 
April 21, 2010 

Calendar 374, House Bill Number 5225, Mr. 

President, move t.o refer this item to the Committee on 

Energy and Technology. 

THE CHAIR: 

Seeing no obj~ction, so ordered. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Mr. ~resident. 

Calendar·375, House Bill Number 5320, Mr. 

President, move to·place this item on the consent 

calendar . 

mHE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

Calendar 376, House Bill Number 5254, Mr. 

President, move to refer this item to the Committee on 

Finance, Revenue and Bonding. 

THE.CHAIR: 

Seeing no objection, so ordered. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

Calendar 377, PR; Calendar 378, PR; Calendar 379 

is marked go; Calendar 380, House Bill Number 5452, 

000879 
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cd 
SENATE 

218 
April 21, 2010 

Bill 5265; Calendar 313, substitute for House Bill 

5002. 

Calendar-page 20, Calendar 314, House Bill 5201. 

Calendar page 24, Calendar 340, substitute for 

Senate Bill 175. 

Calendar page 25, Calendar 346, substitute for 

Senate Bill 151; Ca!endar -350, Senate Bill 333; 

Calendar 371, substitute for House Bill 5014. 

Calendar page 26, Calendar 375, House Bill 5320. 

Calendar page 27, Calendar 379, substitute for 

House Bill 5278; Calendar 380, substitute for House 

Bill 5452; Calendar 381, substitute for House Bill 

5006; Calendar 382, House Bill 5157. 

Calendar page 28, Calendar 384, substitute for 

House Bill 5204. 

Calendar page 29, Calendar 395, substitute for 

Senate Bill 127; Calendar 396, Senate Bill 147. 

Calendar page 30, Calendar 413, 'House Bill 5024; 

Calendar 414, substitute for House Bill 5401. 

Calendar page 31, Calendar 419, substitute for 

House Bill 5303. 

Calendar.32 --page 32, Calendar Number 421, 

substitute for House Bill 5388; and on calendar page 

34, Calendar 46, substitute for Senate Bill 68; 
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SENATE: 

219 
April 21, 2010 

Calendar 50, substitute for Senate Bill 17. 

Calendar page 35, Calendar 64, substitute for 

Senate Bill 187. 

Calendar page 37, Calendar 109, substitute for 

' 
Senate Bill 189. 

Calendar page 39, Calendar Number 148, substitute 

for Senate Bill "226. 

Calendar page 40, Calendar 182, substitute fior 

Senate Bill 218.' 

Calendar page ~1, Calendar 188, substitute for 

Sena.te Bill 200 . 

Mr. P.resident, that completes those items placed 

on the consent calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

All right. If the Clerk has made an announcement 

that a roll call vote is in progress in t~e Senate on 

the f~rst consent calendar, the machine will be open. 

Senators may cast their vote. 

THE CLERK: 

the Senate is now voting by roll call on the 

consent calendar. Will all Senators please return to 

the chamber. The Senate is now voting by roll call on 

the consent calendar. Will all Senators please return 

to the chamber. 
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SENATE 

THE CHAIR: 

220 
April 21, 2010 

Would all Senators please check the roll call 

board to make certain that your vote is properly 

recorded. If all Senators have voted and if all votes 

are properly recorded, the machine will be locked, and 

the Clerk may take a tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Motion is on adoption of Consent Calendar Number 

1. 

Total Number Voting 35 

Those voting Yea 35 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent and not voting 1 

THE CHAIR: 

Consent Calendar Number 1 is passed. 

Are there any announcements or points of personal 

privilege? Are there any announcements or points of 

personal privilege? 

Senator LeBeau. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: 

Thank you, Mr. President, for a -- for an 

announcement. 

THE CHAIR: 

Please proceed. 
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mrc'/gbr ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

your district? 

March 8, ·201·0 
10:30 A.M . 

SENATOR KISSEL: Absolutely. There's a certain 
area in En~ield in particular that -- Enfield 
borders the Connect·icut· River -- that is just 
famous for the f"ishing th~t•s available there, 
and actually.we•ve worked with federal 
authorities because it • s a littl·e tricky. You 
have to cross the train ·tracks, and there has 
been a little· bit of an issue with Amtrak. 

There ar~ huge amounts of areas in north 
central Connecticut that are· famous for the 
.fishing that • s C!lVailable an(i, ·quite frankly, 
we are :way out of line with our -bordering 
states. So, you know, Enf ie.ld bord~rs the 
Connecticut· River; it· also borders 
Mas·sachusetts. Wl~.y would you want to ·fish in 
Connecticut if you can just go a ·few miles up 
the· road and'fish in Massachusetts? 

So, I actually_think bei"ng in a border 
c_ommunity, quite often even if you red'!J,ce the 
dollar amo\int- of what you•re charging, you 
will make that up in ·volume, and so I think at 
the end of the day if you really cru.nch the 
numbers with fiscal anaiysis, we may be in the 
same spo·t ·even if we reduce the overall dollar 
-amount because we .• re going to get a lot more 
volume, so, Senator· Meyer, I appreciate that 
ques.tion. You • re exa·ctly correct. 

REP. ROY: Thank you. Any other questions or 
comment~ from the members of the Committee? 
Seeing none, Senator, thank you very much. 

SENATOR KISSEL: Thank you, gentle_men. 

REP. ROY: Commissioner Prelli followed by Karl 
Wagener. 

F. PH.ILIP PRELL!.: Good morning, Senator Meyer, 
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mrc/gbr ~IRONM:Em" COMMITTEE 

March 8, 2010 
10:30 A.M . 

·Representative ·Roy, and Members of the 
Environment Committee. 

I~m here to testify on three bills, ~nd the 
first one I'd like to test.ify on, I'm.actually 
doing the ·testimony for the Chairman of the 
Invasive l?lants Council, Dr. Mary Musgrave, 

·who. is not able to be with us today·, but as 
Vice Chai~an of that Committee, I· would· like 
to just bring in he~ testimony, and I believe. 
you all have .copies of that. 

The Invasive Plants Council was. esta.bl;i.shed 
and operates pursuant to Connecticut General 
Statutes 22a-381 through 2·2a-381d and has the 
following respon~ibilities: Developing and 
c.oriducting initiatives to educate the ·public 
ab.out· problems createO.. by .invasive plants in 
lakes, forest and other natural habitats; 
publishing and updating a l-ist of invas"ive or 
poten·tially invasive plants; and supporting 
state agencies in conducting research into· 
invasive plant control. 

There. are nine appointed members who work in 
the .government, the nursery .. industry and 
environmental groups, and I happen to serve as 
Vice· Chairman of that. group. Much of the time 

·spent by the Council has been devoted to 
discussing how the current law can be 
implemented. Inspec.tion roles of both my 
.depa~tment.and the Connecticut· Agricultural 
Exper~ment Station are. now clearly described 
by legislation. This year's bill, Number 
5320, is critical because it gives 
conservation officers the power to enforce the 
state's Invasive Plant laws. The enforcement 
piece will be especially helpful in preventing 
the spread of aquatic invasive plants from 
waterway to waterway, and I hope that you ~~ke 
the Opportunity to read her testimony in full . 

000850 



• 
10 
mrc/ghr ENVIRONMENT COMMITT~E 

Marc~ 8, 2010 
10:30 A.M . 

_Again, this bill is very important to the 
invasive plants because we're concerned about 
the movement of those plants mainly via boats 
and trailers .. 

The s_econd bill·_! 'd like to testify on -- and 
I'm -doing this now as Commissioner of 
Agr:iculture, not the Invasive Plants Council 
-- is Raised .Bill 126, artd it's an act 
cortcerning add1ng wood smoke to the public 
heal.th nuisance ·code and concerning outdoor 
wood-burning furnaces. 

Our interpretation of this proposed 
legislation leads us to believe that this 
would not apply to those engaged in 
agricultural· pursuits. The question comes 
that the bill is somewhat questionable-in its 
writing. on whether the time frame would apply 
to agriculture • 

. The Pepartmen·t is of the opinion that a few 
bad :actors have caused. a great deal of concern 
about these·. needed technologies . Nothing in 
this section ....,- again, it's the time frame. 
We believe that look.ing at regulations of 
smoke stack height, proper ··fue"l sources and 
grandfathering in old wood-burning .furnaces 
for a period of time would address these · 
problems. 

The:._third. bill -- .and probably whe:r;e'-mos:t· . 
. likely· testimony is·-- is Raised Bill 274,· an 
act prohibiting the unreasonable· te.thering 
unreasonable confinement· and te.thering of 
dogs. 

I'm here this morning to emphasize the serious 
concerns the Department of Agriculture has 
with this, the proposed bill .. There are many 
points in this bill that no one would disagree 
with. Everyone. wants to make .sure that a dog 
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Connecticut Association of· Con_servation 
. and Iniand Wetlands Commissions, Inc. 

deKoven J{ouse. Commm1ity Center 
27 Washington Street 
Middletown, cr 06457 
860 344-8321 
www:caciwc.org 

TESTIMONY TO THE CONNECTICUT GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
ENviRONMENT CO~E"PUBLIC BEARING 

'Monday March 8, 2010 

The Connecticut. Association of Conservation. and Inlan~ Wetlands Cominissioll$, Inc 
(CACIWC) is pleased to submit testimony today on the following three bills: 
S.B.123 AN ACT CONCERNING ·PRESERVING NATURAL VEGETATION 

.NEAR WE1'LAND~ ~ WATERCO~ES. . 
S.B. 205 AN ACT CONCERNING ENHANCEME:NTS TO THE INLAND. WETLANDS · 

. AND WATERCOt,JRSES ACT~ 
RB. 5320 AN.ACT CONCERNING THE ENFORCEMENT OF PROHIBITED ACflONS 
CONCERNING CERTAIN INV ASIYE-I'LANTS. . 
CACIWC -appreciates the Committee's decision to hold a public hearing today on· these bills 
and-offers the '(allowing conmJ.ents·to assist the committee in their delib~ations: 

S.B. 123 AN ACT CONCERNING·PRES.ERVIN'G NATURAL VEGETATION 
NEAR WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSES 
The Connecticu,t Association 9fConservation and Inland Wetlands Commissions, Inc 
(CACIWC) strongly supports efforts to preserve natural vegetation found at the perimeter of. 
wet,lands and watercoursc;s. A growing body of scientific evidence supports the essential 
role that these natural plant comm~ties provide in stabilizing Iand, preserving soil function 

. and permeabili_ty, along with maintaining b~anced hydrologic inputs to the wetlands and 
watercourses. By providing shade to the adjacent watercourses; these communities help 
.modulate_wate_demperature,.and:sezye .to p:r:eserv.e.populations .oftrout,.salmon and.other. 
important-aquatic-life; These·riparian-ecosystems·ire·themselves·a source ofrich 
biodivetsity.and serve as an important. rest area ofnumerous migrating species. 

Rivers are s.econd only to our co8$tline as Connecticut's most valuable natw.U features. The 
bi.J.Ilons of federal and.state dollars already spent to clean up our major rivers and Long 
Island.Soun:d provide testimony to our historic commitment to preserving these important 
resources. l'he cont.i.Dued presence of existing vegetative buffers serves as a natural·filter to 
intercept and transform non-point source pollutants before these substances are able :tO 
contaminate aquatic environments .. These riverside vegetative communities and wetland 
systems ~!]so provide natural flood control, helping to preserve our hoxpes, b.usinesses, and 
other infrastructure.· Moreover, these existing vegetative buffers provide an often 
unappreciated, bu_t important, aesthetic quality to· our strearps and _riv~anks that help define 
the unique cliaracieris~cs of our great state. 
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-The CACIWC Board of Directors understands that the Environmeni Committee will be 
· considering a major !IUbstitute language change to the proposed bill, as drafted. During the 

last few" seSsions, ·the CACIWC Board bas reviewed. numerous draft language Qptians . 
proposed for the versions of this bill. While most of the proposals contained language that 

·would enhance efforts to.preserve natural vegetation communities, som~ language may:have 
inadvertently placed unneeessacy burdens ·on our member commissions and ~ 

We, therefore, propose that ali Inland Wetlands and WatercoUI'$eAct advisory committee be 
folliled to review any silbstitute langqage in the final proposed bill. The co:minlttee should 
consist.ofrepresentatives of: CACIWC and·its members, the DEP Inland Water- Resources 
Division,. environmental groups involved in drafting language, along with representatives of 
the regulat.ed community such as the .Connecticut Business and IndUstry Association. 
Recommendatipns should also be :rp.ade for development of eX.panded DEP training 
programs to prepare municipal commissions and staff ~o implement proposed" changes. 

S.B~ lOS AN ACT CONCERNING ENHANCEMENTS TO THE INLAND WETLANDS 
AND WATERCOURSES ACT. . . 
"The CA.CIWC Boaid has also tevjewed several draft language options proposed for the 
·previo~ and current ymjons ofthis bill. CACIWC supports the goal and intended purpose 
of this bill to a.qgment the scope of evidence considered by inland wetlands agencies in 
.evalQating pennit applications, but questions whether the proposed language is necessary to 
achieve this goal. The CACIWC Board undetstands that the Eli.vironment Committee will 
be also consid~gsubstitute ianguage change to this.proposed bill, in the area of promoting 
increased training.of municipal wetlands cominissions and .a:gertts. CACIWC strongly 
suppo$ in~ed muniCipal training and further suggests that the afc;>rementioned wetlands· 
act advisory committee be charged With exiunining language proposed for this bill 

H.B. 5320 AN ACT CONCERNING THE: ENFORCEMENT OF PROHIBITED ACTIONS 
CONCERNING Q:RTAIN INVASIVE· PLANrS~ . 
A major fo~us of CACIWC;s education and outreach efforts has .been promoting the 
identification and control of invasive plantS by municipal conservation ~ommiss~ons ~d 
th~ir agents and pattners. Additional efforts to contrOl invasive plant species are needed to 
reverse·th~ir contin~ed-adverse;impact:on:native;plant:specjes:and-.eonnecticut's:natural-
. biodiversity. CACIWC strongly supports HB 5320 as it will expand the pool of law 
. enforcement officers authorized to ~orce invasive plant laws. and regulations. 

CACIWC is a non-profit organization working to protect Connecticut's wetlands and 
watercourses and other natural resources through information and educaiion of the 2000+ 
volunteers and staff that ~arry out the responsibiliiies ·of Connecticut's Conservation 
Commissions and Inland Wetlands Commissions. "CACIWC, representing over200 member . 
commissions, works with municipalities and environmental groups to promote public support for 
the judicious management and conservation of Connecticut's naiural resources. For additional 
information contact Alan 'Siniscalchi, President, ·or visit Wl1-w.caciwc.org . 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION' 

Public Hearing- March 8, 2010 
EnvironmentCommi~ 

Testimony S:nb~tted by CoJnmissiop.er .Am.ey W. Manella 
DepmUrtentofEnvaomnentPnrtecfion 

001451 

Raised Hoose Bill No. 5320 ;.AN A_Cf CONCERNING THE ENFORCEMENT OF PROHIBITED 
ACTIONS CONCERNING CERTAIN INVASIVE PLANTS. 

Thank you for the opporbmity to present testimony regarding Raised House Bill No. 5320, AN Acr 
CONCERNING 11IE ·ENFORCEMENT ·oF PROHIBITED ACTIONS CONCERNING CERTAIN 
iNVASIVE PLANTS~ .This bill viould enable the Department of ·Environmental Protection's 
Environniental Consei-va~on (EnCon) Police officers. to enfon:e the provisions ofCGS Sec. 22a-38ld that 
prohibit the importation, movement, sale, purchase, transplani, cultivation or distribution of eighty 

. invasive p~ts in Connecticut. The Department of Environmental PrOtection (Department) supports this 
bill, as it would strengthen ef(orts to prevent the introduction and spread of invasive plant species in 
Connecticut. 

Invasive species~ a nationally recognized probJem that can directly hann the state's terrestrial and 
aquatic natural reso~s. and decrease the recreational, aesthetic and economic v8.J.ues of those re5ources . 
Controlling invasive pl.aiit populations is very costly and this financial burden is shared by state· and 
federal agencies, municipalities, ·~ assocj.ations and private landowners. Passage of this bill would 
,provide an ad.ditionahool to prevent the in~uction and spread of invasive plants. Existing law (GGS 
Sec. 22a-381d) on invasive plants is .less ~ffecfive than it could be due to inadequate enforcement powers. 
Currently; technical Staff from. this Department, the Department of Agriculture and the Connecticut 
Agricultural Experiiri.ent Station, do nOt have the option of. calling EnCon Police when they encoimter 
proh.J."bited species .. This proposal would address this deficiency. 

In. suminaiy, the .Department supports this bill, as it would assiSt in preventing the spread of banned 
in~asive plantS, 'limiting habitat. degradation and associiated financial and ecological costs. 

~-you for the-opporbmity to· present the I;>epartment!s views on this proposal. If you-should·reqlrlre 
any additioJI81 information, please conta'ct the Department's. legislative liaison, Robert L8Frim~. at (860) 
42!1--3401 or Robert.LaFralice@CT.gov . · 

(Priuled on Recycl~ Paper) 
79 Elm Snet • Hartfcml, CT 06106-Sl27 

www.ct.gov'dep 
All Eqlllllf?Ppornutity Einplqycr . 
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~~~.Nature ~L .... --\,.,Unservancy. · '"" 
Protecti111 nature. PraserrinBiife. 

55 High Street 
Middletown, Connei::ticilt 06457 

860-344-0716 x 317 

IN SUPPORT.OF BILL 5320 . 
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AA AN ACT CONCERNING THE ENFOitCEMEN.T O.F PROHIBITED ACTIONS 
CONCERNING CERTAIN INVASIVE PLANTS~ 

·Testimony of D~vid Sutherland - Director of Government Relations 
Before· the Environment Committee - March 81 2010 

On behalf of The Nature Conservancy's 28,000 members; I a·m here today to express 
. our appreciation for the attention that this committee has given to the issue of invasive 
plantS over the past seVeral years, and o~r s~pport tor bill 5320. ·- MC the Enforcement 
of Prohibited Actions. Concerning Certain .Invasive Plants~ 

This bill would clarify the authority for DEP's Conservation Officers (CO's) to enforce the. 
statute which prohibits the sale, cultivation or intentional spread of certain invasive 
plant species. While the statutes c~.:~rrently give the DEP Comrni5sioner broad authority 
to enforce environmental statut~, t~e invasive P!ant statutes ate not among those 
specifically authorized for enforcement by CO's. 

To quote from.an October 2009 OLR Report, "The agriculture commissioner and the 
experiment station .director may enforce the invasive plant law in specific 
circumstances .. CGS 22-~ and 22-344 (e), as amended by PA 09-52, respectively 
authoriz~ the (1) director to inspect nurseries and nursery stock and (2) cOmmissioner 
to inspect pet shops, for violations of the invasive plant laws." It is unclear, therefore, 
whether any law enforcement officials have clear authority to enforce these laws 
outside of pet·shops and nurseries. Among various possible enforcement agencies,. 
DEP_!s-Conser:vation_Officer corps would have the. best access to the· type of expertise 
andthe discretion--needed to·most-kriowled{ilably=enfe~=these:provisions; 

What's the Problem with Invasive Plants? 

:Thousands of plants have been introduced to New England over the past few 
centuries from other regions or continents. Most of them do not present 
·problems for natural habitats. Several dozen of these· alien species, however, 
are a grave threat to forests and other natural areas, because they are able 
to aggressively out-compete .native plants, and are not nearly as valuable· for 
native animals which evolved with those native plants. ln.stead of a mosaic 
of many species of native pla·nts and animals, our forests and. wetlands: 
bec;ome domin·ated by. far fewer species ·or plants and animals, and therefore 
less healthy. Many lakes and rivers have become i!llpenetrably .clogg_ed with 
aquatic invasive plants . 

(over) 
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-·-·--·-;·-· ---·- Unlike pollution, invasive plants,-once-intredueed1·-continue to spread without 
further human assistance and do not degrade over tim.e. Rare species 
appear to be _particularly vulnerable to changes wrought by non-native 
invaders, but even relatively common native plants a.nd animals ca.n be 
driven to near extinction by some ·invasives. · 

•• 

•• 

How are Invasive Plants S_pread? 
. . . 

Invasive species are Introduced and spread into new areas by many means, 
including l.andscapi_n·g and the sale of plants between countries .and states; 
inadvertently throUgh the transport of other .products; seeds or ·plant 
fragments being transported on. boats from ohe Water body to another; and 
by wind, water; and birds. 

What Can We Do? 

Reducing the spread ahd impacts of invasive plants-Will require rnany 
different approaches, including physical removal, education of nursery 
consume~, rapid detection of response to invasions by new ·species, and 
restrictions on sale of. certain plants. Many municipalities, .land trusts, lake 
associations and other organizations are spending hundreds of thousands of 
dollars anrlUaily to remove or control jnvasive plants . 



-~·----· ~. 

,.: .. ···- ····· 

··~ 

·e. 

Testimony 
Elizabeth Gara 

Connecticut Water WorkS Association (CWWA) 
Beforethe · · 

En~ronment Committee 
March 8, 2010 

001454 

j 

The Connecticut Water WorkS AsSC)Ciation (CWW A) suppor15· BB-5320 - .AN ACT 
CON~G THE ~ORcEMENT OF ·PROHilUTED ACTIONS CON~G 
CER'l'~.INVASIVE JI'LANT$, which will help strengthen efforts to.eradicate invasive plants 
by authorizing ~nservatiOil.ofijcerS· to enforce the law. 

Every year; th~ introduction ofharinful, non.,.native species into the U.S. has been increasing. 
Invasive non-na,tive plants ~ a concern to the state;s water cOm.~es because they can grow 
rapidly, are very prolific an~ can ~ pennanent and serious problems for the pu~lic water 
supplies that are very:costly t9 mitigate. For ~pie, certain species clog·intake valves that 
impede the flow of \Yater. Other species displace native. plants tbat are·im.portant to source water 
protection efforts. 

Strengthening enforcement·etf~ to belp eliminate invasive piant species will ensure tbat ~ 
companies can continue to deliver p~ and adequate drinking water supplies to·the citizens of the 
state. 

The Con'f!ecticut W~e': Wt:!rA:s- Association. Inc. (CWWA) is an association of~e. municip(ll 
and regional pub.lic wafer supply utilities serving more than 500,000 custorlrers, or population of 
about 2* million peo_ple.. located throughout Co1111ecticut. · 

1245 Farmington Ave., Suite 103 • West: Hartford, CT 06107 • Tel 860-841-7350 • www.cwwa.org 
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Senator Meyer, Representative Roy, and other members of the Environment Committee: 
My name is Mary Musgrave, and I want to thank you for the opportunity to. present testimony in 
support of Bill No. 5320,_~An Act Concerning the Enforcement of Prohibited Actions Concerning 
Certain Invasive Plants."• My purpose today is to explain the reasons the Connecticut Invasive 
Plants Col,lncil recommends adoption of this bill and to encourage your. support of the iangi.Jage 
within it. ' · · 

The Invasive Plants Council was established and operates pursuant to Connecticut General 
Statutes 22a-381 through '22a-381 d and has the following respQnsibilities: developing and . 
conducting initiatives to educate the public about the problems created .by invasive plants in lakes, 
forests and other natural habitats; publishing and updating a list of invasive or potentially invasive 
plants; and supporting state agencies in conducting research into invasive plant cOntrol, including 
the development of new non~invasive plant varieties and methods for controlling existing species. 

. . 
As-Chairman;of:the-lnvas.ive: Plants CoUiicil I represent s~appointed memberS who work in the 
government, the.· nursery industry, and environmental groups .. Much-ohhe"time-sperit·by-the· 
Council has been ~evob:!d to di$«?Ussing how the current laws can be implemented. Inspection 
roles for the D~pt. of-Agriculture (for aquatic plants. being ,sold in pet. shops) and CT Agricultural 
Experimen_t Station·(for plants in nurseries) are now clearly described by legislation. The situation 
governing inspections for aquatic plants being carried by- bo~ts and boat trailers has been less 
clear. This .year's -~ill. no. 5320, is critical because it gives cons~rvation officers the power to 
enfqrce the state's ·Invasive Plant i~ws (22a-381 through 22a-.381d). This enforcement piece will be 
especiai_JY· helpful in preventing the spread of aquatic invasive plants from waterway to waterway. 

I would like to ~hank the Environment Committee .for y~ur continued interest in invasive plants as 
one of .many important environmental" concerns, and for your ·support of prior recommendations 
·from the Invasive· Plants Council. · 
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