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HOUSE ·oF REPRESENTATIVES 

Aye. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY:· 

411 
Ma.y 5, 2010 

Opposed, nay. The ayes have it. The amendment 

is adopted .. 

Wi.ll yo:u remark further on the bill as amended? 

Representative Jarmoc. 

Representat.i ve Jarmoc~ perhaps you could move. · 

this to the consent c~lendar. 

REP. JARMOC (59th): 

Thank. you, Mr. Speaker. I move ·that t.his be 

placed on •the co·nsent ca.lendar. 

DEPUTY SPEAKE.R G.Ol~FREY: 

Without objection., this item has be.en moved to 

the consent calendar. 

396, Mr. Clerk .. 

·THE CLERK: 

On page 16, Calendar 396, substitute £or Senate 

Bill Number 175. AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE .CONN.ECTlCUT 

COMPETITIVENESS COUNCIL, favo.rabl.e r.eport by Committee 

on Government Administration a=nd Elections. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY: 

Repr.esentative Fritz. 

REP. PRITZ (90th): 

Thank you, Mr. ·Speaker. Good evening. 

005459 
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HOUSE OF "REPRESENTATIVES 

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY: 

Good evening. 

REP. FRITZ (90th): 

412 
·May 5, 2010 

I move acceptance of the joint committe.e' s 

favorable report and passage of the bill. 

DEPUT! SPEAK~R GODFREY: 

The question is on passage. 

REP. FRIT.Z (90th) : 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Clerk has an 

amendment, LCO Number 5474. If he would call it and .I. 

be -allowed t·o ~ummarii.e it, please. 

pEPUTY :.;SPEAKER G_ODFREY :: 

Clerk is in posse.ssion :Of LCO Number 54.74, which 

·will be designated House ·Amendment Schedule •iA." 

Would Clerk plea.se ·call. 

THE CLE.RK: 

LCO Number 5474, 'House Amendment provided by 

Repre.sentative Frit.z, Esty, et al. 

DEPUTY ·sPEAKER GODFREY:· 

The gentlewoman ha~ asked leave of the Chamber to 

summarize. Is there object,i,on? Hearing non.e,, .. 

Representative Fritz. 

'REP. FRITZ (90th): 

Thank you, ~r. Spe.aker··· This is a strike all 

005460 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE·s· 

413 
May 5, 2010 

amendment. It dea .. ls. with t·he closj_ng of a defense 

plant in the town o£ Chesh~re. It also specifies 

c'le'arly that you have to haY.e at least ao·o wo.rkers 

laid off or remov.ed fr.om their jobs. I·t also talk·s 

about the fact that the .ancillary j·ob shops that are 

dependent an the main plant have to be considered in 

the loss. of income to the town and. a lo.ss in property 

ta.xes. .It. is a p:tog·ratn that's under the guidance and 

direction of the .Commissioner of DECO for ·two years. 

· And depending on the status of the plant af·ter that 

time_, then the program wil.l either co.ntinue or 

disappear. 

I move adoption. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY: 

Qu.estion is on adoption. Rep·resentative Albert,s .. 

REP. ALBERTS (50tb): 

"Thank yo.u, Mr. "Spealcer. Question to the 

·proponent. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY: 

Please proc.eed. 

REP:. ALBERTS (50th): 

Tha-nk you, ·Mr. Spe.aker. As I ·understand. this, 

there would be only one community in the state; . 

through you, Mr. Speaker, ~b-~t thi$ would be 
'i ,· 

005461 
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applicable to? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY: 

Representative Fritz. 

REP. FRITZ (90th)~ 

~14 

May '5, 2010 

Yes, through you, Mr. Speaker, that's true. 

DE·PUTY. S,P·EAK~R GODFREY: 

'Representativ~ Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th.): 

Thank you, Mr. Speake·r, and this would be 

essentially -a two year initial period o·f time. and then 

subsequent two year periods, as many a.s two of th.ose. 

ls that ~ot correct? Through you,-Mr. Speaker . 

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY'-: 

Representative Fritz .. 

REP. FRITZ (90th): 

Through you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, ·sir, that's. true. 

DEJ?UTY SPEAKER GOD.FREY: 

Repre·sent.ativ.e Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th): 

Thank you~ Mr. Speake'r. Is t'here a restriction 

in terms of the type of business that might be able to 

go back =into that facility?. Thr·ough you, 'Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY S.PEAKER GODFREY: 

Representative Fritz.· 

005462 
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REP. FRITZ (90th): 

4-15-
M-ay 5, 2010 

Through you, Mr. Speak·er,. the ·main rest·riction 

that is pl~ced on is, is that there bas to be 

environmenta,l clean up before anything can go back 

into that facility. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER GODFREY: · 

Representqtive Alberts. 

REP. ALBERTS (50th):· 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker·. .There was some concern 

in ·some previous discussion. about the fiscal note that 

may be here. And if the good proponent would dis·cuss 

that, I would app-reci.~.te it. Throu9'h you, Mr .. 

Speaker. 

REP. FRITZ (90th): 

Through you, Mr. Speaker, basically"what the 

fiscal note said that it involved 225,000 dollars, but 

it was not what that appeared to be. Because it had 

ii dealt with certainly giving ta~ credits to a new 

business tna.t rnov.ed in there. But at thi.s point in. 

time,- until such a facility is vacated. and somebody 

els·e decides to come in and use that facility, it will 

be -- no tax credits granted. 

QEPUTY 'SPEAKER GODFREY: 

Representative .Alberts. 

005463 
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RE.P. ALBERTS (50th) : 

.. • 

416 
May 5, 20·10 

Thank you,- Mr. Speaker. I .do support this 

amendment.· 

DEPUTY s·PEAKER . GODFREY: 

Thank you, sir. 

Remark furthe·r on House Amendment Schedule "A?'" 

If not, let me t~y your minds. All those in 

favor s.ignify by saying aye .. 

REPRESENTATIVES; 

_Aye. 

DEP-UTY S.PEAKER GODFREY: 

Opp"Os:,d, nay. The aye.s have it. , :rhe. amendment 

is a.dopted. 

Representative Fritz. 

RE:P. FRITZ (90th) : 

Mr. Speaker,· I ·reguest. that we -move this to th.e 

cons~nt calendar. .:. 

DEPUTY "SP"EAKER G.ODFRE.Y: 

Is the.re o.bj_ection? Hearing none, thi.s item is 

moved to· the consent calendar. 

Mr. Cl.erk, ·4 97. 

THE CL"ERK.: 

On pa.ge .26, Calendar 497, substitute for s·e.nate 

Bi.ll Numbe.r 

005464 
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Repr·es.e.ntative Roy .. 

ij:E,P. ROY (119th): 

449 
May 5, 201.0 

Mr. Speaker, without obje~tien~ can I move this 

t·o consent? 

DE'PUTY SPEAKER G.ODFRE.Y ~ 

Without objection, this item. is moved to the 

consent cal.endar. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I'm going to call on 

005497 

Repres.entative .Olson t·o .c.all today'.s consent calendar. 

Representative Olson. 

REP.. OLSON ( 4.6.th) : 

Thank you, Mr. Spea.ke£... We are about to vote on $8tt(i .$83t>J,. 

today' s lengthy consent calendar.. T.he i terns we have ~3Q) /1853'1 
~S'BJ5S. !/8.115" 

moved to consent are: 
313tfll .<16·'1.21 I 

Calendar Numbers· 499, .487, 180', 5'07, 430, 396, 
38/J.J 8f,cJJ.1 

-5"35, 4·97, .522', 514' 5!'0, 155, 466. and 489'. 

M.r . .Speaker. 

Thank you,St3~10 #B9+).n 

~8'3S""tf ~fs dJl 
DEPUTY SPEA~ER GODFREY: 

Thank you., madam.. And as ,soon as we get t.his u,p 

on the board. 

Representative Olson. 

RE.P. • OLSON ( 4 6'th) : 

Th.an.k you, Mr. Speaker,. Actually-, we .have 

·already voted on .item. 430. I want to thank· 

. I 
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450 
.May 5, 2010 

Re.pre·sentativfi! Hamzy for being so diligent and 

wa.tching the .calendar. I ·ma.ke a ·motion t'o remove Item 

4370. from the cons·ent c·alendar. Thank you·, .Mr.· 

Speake.r. 

DEPUTY s·PEAKER GODFREY: 

I believe. we have corre.cted the er·rO'r .. 

As you,. can see, ·toe co.nsent calenda.r is on the 

board. .Representative Olson 11-as movecl passage of the 

bills on the consent calendar. 

Staf·f and guests, pleas~ come to the well of the 

house. Members, take your sea·ts, the machine will be 

opened. . .::;:. 

THE CLERK: 

Xhe House of Representatives is voting· by roll 

call. Members to the Chambe-r. The l:lo:u.se i~ yotin·g 

today' s consent. calendar b_y roll call. . M~mbers· to the 

Chamber. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Have all the members voted? Have all. the members 

voted? Please check the rol.l .call board and make sure 

your votes were p.roper:ly cast. If all. the members 

have voted, the machine will be locJc·ed. C.l.erk, 

please announce the. tally. C'lerk, please announce t~oe 

tally . 

005498 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE CLERK: 

On today' S· c.onsen't calendar . 
. 
TO·tal Number Voting 150 

~ecessary for Adoptio~ 76 

Those voting Ye:a 150 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent ~nd .not. voting 1 

SPEAKER DONOVAN·:. 

The consent. calendar ·passes. 

Represerttative Olson. 

'REP. OLSON (46th.) : 

•- Thank you, Mr. Spea·ker. I move to 

45.1 
May 5, 2010 

I move for·.: . 

the immediate transmission o:f all times act:ed upon 

tha.t reguire furthler action in. ·the Senate. Th.anl<. you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER DONOVAN: 

Motion for immediat.e· transmittal to the Senate of 

all items acted upon needing further action. Any 

objection? Hea.ring none, the bills and items are 

.imm.ed.iately transm.it.ted. 

Will the Clerk please call Calendar 430 --

Will the Cler.k pl.ease cal:.J. Calendar 422 .. 

THE CLERK: 

On page 19, Calendar· 422, Senate Bill Number 430; · 

005499 
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the Clerk please 

THE CLERK: 

,.~. .. Motion is on 

Total Number 

Those voting 

Those voting 

Those absent 

THE CHAIR: 
I 

The bill is 

announce 

passage 

Voting 

Yea 

Nay 

and not 

passed. 

Will the Clerk please 

calendar? 

THE CLERK: .. 

the tally. 

148 
April 21, 2010 

of House Bill 5011. 

33 

33 

0 

voting 3 

return to call the 

Calendar page 24, Calendar Number 340, File 

Number 522, substi tu"te for Senate Bill 17 5, AN ACT 

ESTABLISHING CONNECTICUT COMPETITIVENESS COUNCIL, 

favorable report of the Committee on Commerce and 

Expo~t and Government Administration and Elections. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator LeBeau. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: 

Mr. President. 

I move acceptance of the joint committee's 

favorable report and passage of the bill . 

THE CHAIR: · 

000994 
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149 
April 21, 2010 

Question before the chamber is the acceptance and 

pas-sage. 

Will you remark further? 

SENATOR LEBEAU: 

Very briefly, Mr. President. This bill 

establishes an 18-member council to recommend ways to 

promote the state's competitiveness and places it 

within the Depa·rtment of Economic and Community 

Development for administrative purposes. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

-· Thank you, Senator. 

Will you remark further on the bill? Will you 

remark further.? 

If not, Senator LeBeau. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: 

I would like to say a few more words, Mr. 

President, that I think this bill is a good bill. We 

don't-hear a lot about our state's competitiveness or 

lack thereof. This gives.an opportunity for us, for 

both the Legislature and the Governor, to get advice 

on that issue from a variety of professionals out in 

the field. And I thin~ it's a good bill and ought to 

pass. 

000995 
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Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, sir. 

150 
April ·21, 2010 

Are there any further remarks? Any further 

remarks on the bill before us? 

Senator LeBeau. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: 

If there's no objection, Mr. President, I'd like 

to move,-this bill to the consent calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, this bill is placed on the 

consent calendar . 

Mr .. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

Calendar page 27i Calendar.Nufuber 379, File 

Number 362, subst.itute for House Bill 5278, AN ACT 

CONCERNING SENIOR CENTERS AND THE FREEDOM OF . . 

INFORMATION ACT, favorable report of the Committee on 

Aging and Government Administration and Elections. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Prague. 

SENATOR PRAGUE: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I move the joint 

committee's favorable report and· passage of the bill. 

000996 



• 

• 

• 

~-

cd 
SENATE 

218 
April 21, 2010 

Bill 5265; Calendar 313, substitute for House Bill 

5002. 

Calendar-page 20, Calendar 314, House Bill 5201. 

Calendar page 24, Calendar 340, substitute for 

Senate Bill 175. 

Calendar page 25, Calendar 346, substitute for 

Senate Bill 151; Ca!endar -350, Senate Bill 333; 

Calendar 371, substitute for House Bill 5014. 

Calendar page 26, Calendar 375, House Bill 5320. 

Calendar page 27, Calendar 379, substitute for 

House Bill 5278; Calendar 380, substitute for House 

Bill 5452; Calendar 381, substitute for House Bill 

5006; Calendar 382, House Bill 5157. 

Calendar page 28, Calendar 384, substitute for 

House Bill 5204. 

Calendar page 29, Calendar 395, substitute for 

Senate Bill 127; Calendar 396, Senate Bill 147. 

Calendar page 30, Calendar 413, 'House Bill 5024; 

Calendar 414, substitute for House Bill 5401. 

Calendar page 31, Calendar 419, substitute for 

House Bill 5303. 

Calendar.32 --page 32, Calendar Number 421, 

substitute for House Bill 5388; and on calendar page 

34, Calendar 46, substitute for Senate Bill 68; 

001064 
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219 
April 21, 2010 

Calendar 50, substitute for Senate Bill 17. 

Calendar page 35, Calendar 64, substitute for 

Senate Bill 187. 

Calendar page 37, Calendar 109, substitute for 

' 
Senate Bill 189. 

Calendar page 39, Calendar Number 148, substitute 

for Senate Bill "226. 

Calendar page 40, Calendar 182, substitute fior 

Senate Bill 218.' 

Calendar page ~1, Calendar 188, substitute for 

Sena.te Bill 200 . 

Mr. P.resident, that completes those items placed 

on the consent calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

All right. If the Clerk has made an announcement 

that a roll call vote is in progress in t~e Senate on 

the f~rst consent calendar, the machine will be open. 

Senators may cast their vote. 

THE CLERK: 

the Senate is now voting by roll call on the 

consent calendar. Will all Senators please return to 

the chamber. The Senate is now voting by roll call on 

the consent calendar. Will all Senators please return 

to the chamber. 

001065 
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220 
April 21, 2010 

Would all Senators please check the roll call 

board to make certain that your vote is properly 

recorded. If all Senators have voted and if all votes 

are properly recorded, the machine will be locked, and 

the Clerk may take a tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Motion is on adoption of Consent Calendar Number 

1. 

Total Number Voting 35 

Those voting Yea 35 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent and not voting 1 

THE CHAIR: 

Consent Calendar Number 1 is passed. 

Are there any announcements or points of personal 

privilege? Are there any announcements or points of 

personal privilege? 

Senator LeBeau. 

SENATOR LEBEAU: 

Thank you, Mr. President, for a -- for an 

announcement. 

THE CHAIR: 

Please proceed. 

001066 
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THE· CHAIR: 

549 
May 5, 2010 

Motion on the floor to suspend rules to take up 

items. Seeing no objection, so ordered. 

SE;NATOR LOONEY: 

Th~nk you, Mr. President. 

Mr. President, f.irst, under House Bills Favorably 

Reported on Senate. Agenda Number 8, first, Substitu.te 

House Bill 5~·9.8. 

Mr. Pre·si:den·t,- move to place that, item on the 

consent calendar. 
( 

THE CHAIR: 

Motion to place the i tern on consent. See·in~ no 

objection, s9 ordered, sir. 

SENATOR LOONEY: 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

And next is Substitute Senate Bill -Number 17 ~ on 

Senate Agenda Number 8, move to place it on the consent 

ca1endar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Motion to pl~ce item on consent. Seeing no 

object,ion, so ordered. 

SENATOR lOONEY: 

Yes, thank you, Mr. President . 

004103 
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570 
May 5, 2010 

Calling from ;Agenda Number 4, Substitute for Senate 

Bill 201. 

Senate Age·nda 'Number 8, Substitute for House Bill 

004124 

5398, Substitute for House Senate Bill 175, Substitute 

.for Senate Bill 30.e. 

Returning to the calendar -- beQinning on calendar 

page 5, Calendar Number 315, House Bill 5264. 

Calertdar page.6, C~lendar 378, Substitute for or--

correction -- House Bill 5197. 

Calendar page 8, Calendar -- correction, returning 

back ·to ·page 5, Calendar 295·, .Substitute for House Bill 

5114 -- correction~ not Calendar 295, it's Calendar 294, 

House Bill 53-91 . 

Returning to calendar page 6, Calendar Number 378, 

House Bill 5197_. 

~alendar page 8, Calendar Number 440, Substitut·e for 

House Bill 5113. Calendar page 441 -- Calendar 441, 

Substitute for House BilL 5109. 

ca·lendar page 9, Calenda:r: 4 4 4, .House Bill 5500. 

calendar" 5 -- 41 --

Calendar page 9, Calendar 444, House Bill 5500; · 

Calendar 4555, House Bill 5202; Calendar 445, House Bill 

5392; C.alendar 450, House Bill 5529 . 
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571 
May 5, 2010 

Calendar page 10, Galend.ar 461, House Bill 5207; 

Calepdar 483, ·House Bill 5244. 

Calendar 484, on page 11, House Bill 5383; Calendar 

487, House Bill 5220; Calendar 488, House Bill 5297·; 

Calendar 490,· 5425 ·-- House; Calendar 496, House Bill 

5497; Calendar ~09, House Bill 5126. 

Calendar page 14, Calendar 511, House Bill 5527; 

·Calendar 514, House Bill 5426; Calendar 516; House Bi-ll 

5393. 

Calendar page 15, Calendar 520, House Bill 5336; 

Calendar 521; ~duse Bill 5424; Calendar 523, House Bill 

5223; Calendar 525, House Bill 5255 . 

Calendar page 16, Calendar 531, House Bill 5004. 

Calendar page 17, Calendar 533, House Bill 5436; 

C~lendar 540, HoUse eill 5494; Calendar 543, House Bill 

5399. 

Calendar page 18, Calendar 544, House Bill 5434; 

Cal~rtdar 547~ House Bill 5196; Calendar 548, House Bill 

5533; C~lendar 549, House Bill 5387; Calenda~ 550, House 

Bill 5471; Calendar 551, House Bill 5413; Calenda~ 552, 

House B'ill 5163; Calenda·r 553·, House Bill 5159. 

Calendar page 19, Calendar 554, House Bill 5164 . 

004125 



• 

·-..•. -.. 

cd 
SE~ATE. 

572 
May 5, 2010 

Calendar page 20, Calendar 556,_House Bill 5498; 

004126. 

Galendar 557, _Hous_e Bill 5270; _559, House Bill 5407; 56'2, 

House Bill 5253; and Hbus~ Bill ~- Calendar 5~3, House 

Bill 5~40; Calendar 567; House Bill 5371; and Calendar 

573, I-Jouse Bill 5'371. 

Mr. President, I believe that _compl_etes the items 

THE CHAIR: 

Mr:. Clerk, could you please give me on Calendar 567, 

do you have 5516, sir? 

THE CLERK: 

What -- what calendar? 

THE CHAIR: 

567 on page 22. 

THE CLERK: 

It's 5516. 

THE CHAIR: 

Yes, sir. Okay. 

Ma.chine ' s open. 

THE CLERK: 

An immediate roll call vote hC!,s been ordered in the 

Senate on the· consent calendar. Will all Senat_ors please 

return to the_ chamber. Immediate roll_call has been ordered iii the Senate on the 

.~ilsent calendar. Will all Senators please return to the chamber, 
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THE CHAIR: 

573 
May 5, 2010 

Have all Senators vo.ted? Please check your. 

vote. The machine will be locked. ~he Clerk 

will call the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Motj,.on .:l.s on adopt·ion of Consent 

Calendar Number 2. 

Total number voting 35 

Neces·sary f·or Adopt.ion 18 

Those. voting "Yea 35 

Those voti,ng Nay· 0 

Those absent and not voting 1 

THE CHAIR: 

Conse.nt Calendar Number 2 passes. 

Senator. Looney. 

SENATOR LOONEY.: 

Y~s,·Mr. ·pr~sident. 

M~. President -- Mr. Pr~sident, before 

moving to adjourn, I would like to. ensure the 

entire chamber will wish Laura Stefan, S~nator 

McDonald'. s aide,. my former intern, a happy 

birthday. 

And wi.t·h that --and w.ith.that, Mr. 

•. Pre.sident, I would move the s·enate stand adjourn 

004127 
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Metro · /~ 

.... ~{;Ji1ot~ .. ;/{j/t1 t/~11/wncc ·· ', 

STATEMENT REGARDING · 
Senate Bill 175: An Act Establishing the Connecticut Competitiveness. 

· Council · 

Commerce Committee 
February 25111

• 201 C) 

The MetrOHar{ford Alliance is Hartfprd's Chamber of Commerce an~ the region's 

economic development ·leader. Our investors include businesses of all ·sizes, 

health· care providers, institutions· of !'ligher education, and 34 municipalities. The · 

Alliance's mission is to ensure that the Ha'rtford Region competes aggressively 

and successfully , for jobs, ta_lent. ·and a;~pital so that it thrives as one of ~e 

cauntry's pre~ier places fo~·an people to live, work, play, and raise a family. 

·We write today regarding Senate Bill_ 175. An Act Establi~hing the Connecticut 

Competitiveness Council. This legislation assigns a Competitiveness Council the 

charge of developing a strategic plan to •promote the competitiveness . of .the 

state's industry and economy. • Having participat~ in the hearing process for .the 

Department of Economic and Community Developmenfs statewide strategic plan 

for economic development, we are bopeful that the wo~ that was performed by 

this agency will be captured in the Council's planning ·process rather than 

dupliqating efforts or expenditures by the state. 

There are points in this legislation that we would like to offer specific ·support to. 

In section 1 (g), ·it is stated that tt"le strategic plan must incorporate analysis of the 

state's ·cluster initiative. We ·work closely with the Insurance and Finan~ial. 

~ervices Cluster and· have obseriled firs~and the value and success of this 

cluster's commitment 'to pursuing workforce development and training initiatives, .. '· 

· .... ,.c··Mmoe·o-.• ·• 
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as well as economic development statewide. We feel strongly that the cluster 

model should continue and support anal~is of this work to substantiate this 

position. Additionally,. under subsection (g) in section 1 of the bill we suggest that 

the function~ of the Council specifically include research and forecasting to 

support the stra.tegy. 

The MetroHartford Alliance is highly supportive of any efforts to strengthen the 

economic climate in our stat~ to cultivate more entrepreneurs and privately held 

businesses. Angel networks are a vital part of this strateg~. and. tax incentives to 

encourage this type of investment are an impQrtant piece of this policy goal. To 

that end, we support the establishment of an Innovation Network in Connecticut 

within available resources. However, ~e would like to ask for the Committee's 

consideration in adding an appointment to the Competitiveness C.ouncn from a· 

chamber of.coi'n~erce or regional economic d~velopinent organization as well as 

the appointment-of an economist. 

vye thartk·you for -your consideration. 
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Connecticut Insurance and Financial. Services Cluster 

Statement on Behalf of 

Connecticufs Insurance and F.inancial Servic~s Cluster 

Regarding 

Senate Bi/1175: AA Establishing· the 
ConnecUcutCo~npeUUveness.CouncH 

Commerce Committee 

February 25, 2010 

The Conp.ecticutlnsurance & Financial Services Cluster is generally in 
support of raised bill, An Act Establishing the Connecticut 
Competitiveness Council. · 

The propo~ed Council would be·respon.sible for developing a strategic 
-plan ~d recommenqations for its implementation. To ensure its suc~ess, 
the_legislation outlines provisions that make it different from other like 
committees and co"Qllcils.·within the State. First, the- membership would 
consist of industry representation from all geographic regions in 
Connecticut estabiish~g a comprehensive understanding of each region's 
unique strengths. Secondly~ a defmitive timeline has been ·stated to 

· procure· a plan that is relative to the current challenges and opportUnities 
of the economy today. Support of the State's ·committees such as 
Auditors .. of Public Accounts, Office of Fiscal Analysis, Office of 
Legislative Research and the Legislative Program Review & 
Investigations Committe·e is tnandated thereby creating a strong 
public/private partnership that will lead to a ihoughtful and meaningful 
plan. 

Additionally, the Connecticut Competitiveness Council will include the 
co~ider~tion of industry clusters as an ecoiJ.omic base for their analysis. 
N~g ·the state~ s key industri~s imp~oyes the competitiveness _of a,ll 
businesses - the defmition of a ''clus_ter economy". As Executive 
Director of the fusur~ce and Financial Services Cluster, I can attest that 
one.new job in insuri;Ulce and fmancial services yields 1 A additional jobs 
for Connecticut;s economy. 

Clusters allow for·the interconnectedness of markets, products, people, 
trade associations and educational institutions. This collaboration. is 
necessary to compete in a global economy. The Council's edict to. 
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Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
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Connecticut Insurance-and-:Financial-Ser.vices CIU$fer 

include an·anlilysis of and recommendations .made by the current economic. clusters in 
the s~tegic·plan will yield·a profound· understanding of what Connecticut n~eds to do 
to compete for jobs, talent and capital. · 

. I ask'your S'IJpJ>ort of SB 175. Using .out current infr~tructure and knowledge of 
clusters as a foundation for the Connecticut Competitiveness Council's strategic plan 

. will yield a more robust and competitive Connecticut economy, a plan that other states· 
can only hope to have. 

Susan C. Winkler 
Executive Director 
Connecticut Insurance & Financial Services Cluster 

J1 Pratt S.treet 
Hartford, Connecticut 06103 

8~0-728-2271 
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D .E CD 

State of Ccumcc:licut 
Department of J!coaomic: and 
Community Deftlapment 

·TESTIMONY SUBMITTED TO THE COMMERCE COMMITTEE 
February 25,2.010 

.Joan McDonald, Commissioner 
Department of Economic and Community Development 

.SB 175 AJV ACT ESTABLISJJING THE CONNECTICUT COMPETITIVENSSS 
COUNCIL 

The Department of Economic and Comm~ty Development (DECD) offers the 
followfug comments concerning SB 175 An Act Establishing The Connecticut 
Competitiveness Council. 

As . the lead state agency for economic development, the department's interest is to 
support the development of a strong, innovative, and competitive economy where the 
state's key industries can grow and prosper. 

To achieve thes~ goals artd the intent of the bill, there must be a long-term commitment 
between gov~rnment and industry as well as resources to develop the plans; iinplement 
their recommendations, and carry out the programs/initiatives of the economic clusters. 
In addition, we beli~ve that these efforts should be done in consultation with the 
_Governor's Economic Advisory Council. 

The proposed Competiti':'eness Council is similar to the Governor's Council on 
Economic Competitiven~ss and Technology (the Council) which was established ·by 
executive order in 1998. Its term was extended twice before the executive order expired 
on December 31, 2006. · 

The mission of the· Council was to actively promote world-class innovation, productivity 
and competitiveness through industry cluster economic development initiatives. The 
Council, through.the industry.. clusterS and advisory boards, provided guidance to the 
Governor, legislators, and DECD regarding economic policy and program priorities. 

The Council's effectiveness was rooted in it being composed of dedicated and engaged 
members of Co~ecticut's business community. As such, the Council was able to offer· 
rea1:-time market knowledge and expertise to better -align the talent· and resources of 
government, ·education and regional organizations. with the realities of the global 
marketplace. The results of the collaboration and constructive interchange of ideas led to 

505 Hudson Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06106"•7106 
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higher l~vels of innovation .and productivity in both the private and pul:>lic sectors, such 
as: 

• Research & Development Tax Credit Program 
• Creation of the Transportation Strategy Board 
• Inve~tments in Cluster related projects 
• Loan Loss Carry-Forward made more competitive with national and state leaders 
• Cre~tion of the BioScience Cluster and Biotech Facilities Fund,. producing new 

lab space, increasing the number of biotech companies, motivating retention and 
growth ofmajoi' pham1aceuticals. 

• Lean manufacturing introduced in hundreds of smaller manufacturers and thousands 
of workers skilled-up, critical to their survival 

• 3, 700 inner city students completed semester long entrepreneurial educational 
program·(NFTE CT) 

• 40+ inner city companies from distressed cities wete among_ the INC Magazine/ICIC 
"Inner City 1 00" award winners over the past 4 years ' 

• Harvard Business School created and is teaching a special Case Study on 
Connecticut's industry cluster initiative 

The Council was one of the most significant private-public initiatives launched in 
Connecticut. It pr.ovided .the governor and legislative leaders with independent, candid 
insights based upon current market realities, as well as hands-on assistance. Its purpose 
was to shape and oversee the implementation of the industry cluster economic 
development. .initiatives. . It .is important to riote that the logistics and maintenance of 

. adininisteril)g such a body requires significant dedica~d resources from the department. 

I would also like to note that the intent in the proposed bill, to develop a "strategic plan to 
promote competitiven~ss" is duplicative of the Economic Strategic Plan prepared by 
DECO p~uant to Section 32-1o of the Connecticut General Statues. Tlli.s constitutes an 
inefficient use of resources as well as introduces yet ap.other plan regarding development 
policy,·an area in which too many plans already exist. My agency alone is required to 
prepare several overlapping and duplicative plans. 

. . . 

In closing, DECO believes that under· current law ther~ are more than sufficient resources 
already existiD.g that would be willing to help accomplish what SB 175 is proposing. We 
would welcome the opportunity to assist the Commerce· Cominittee in any way possible 
if this bill should move forward. 

Thank you for your tiine and consideration ofthe department's cominents. 
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