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call. ·Members to the chamber. The House is taking a 

roll call vote. Members to the chamber, please. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'ROURKE: 

»ave all members voted? Have all :members voted? 

Please eheck the madhine to make sure your vote is 

properly cast. If a.ll members have voted, the machine 

will be locked. The Clerk will take a tally. 

Mr. Clerk, when you're ready, please announce the 

tally. 

THE CLERK: 

House Bill 5391 . 

Total·~umber voting 

Necessary for adoption 74 

Those voting Yea 147 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent and .no·t votin~ 4 

DEPUTY -SPEAKER O'ROURKE: 

The bi 11 pas.s es . 

Mr .. Cler]5., please call. Calendar 50. 

THE _CLERK: 

On page 8, Calendar 50, House Bill Number 5251, 

AN ACT CONCERNING PAYMENT OF THE COST -OF FORENSIC 

SEXUAL ASSAULT 'EVIDENCE EXAMINATIONS, favorable report· 

by the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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Th.e Chair recognizes the vice chairman of the 

Judiciary Committee, Representative Fox. 

REP-, FOX- (!46th): 

Thank you and good afternoon, ~:r. Speaker. 

I move for acceptance of the Joint Committee's 

favorable report and passage of the bill. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'ROURKE: 

The question is acceptance of the Jo-int 

Commit.tee;s favorable report and passage _of the bill. 

Repre·sent·a ti ve Fox. . 

REP. FOX ( 146'th) : "'".:,L 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 
.. 

What t:Qis bill does is- it addresses who is 

r·esponsible for payment' of the for·ensic exams in 

s_exual ass_aul t situations. Prev-iously, it .had been 

the responsibility of the division of criminal 

justice, 

In the publi-c act that we passed last year_, 09-7, . -

that shifted the responsibility to the Office of 

Victim Services. This -- what this does is clarify 

that to make i.t- clear that it is. the Office of Victim 

Service_s who wi-ll 'be responsible for the payment of 

those, the cost of tho~e forens_ic sexual assault 
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This bill is supported by both the division of .. , 

criminal justice and the judicial branch. And I urge 

DEPUTY-SPEAKER. O'ROURKE: 
., 

Thank you. 

Will you.~emark on the bill before us? 

Representative 0 'Neill of the 69.th. 

REP. O'~EILL .(6 .. 9th): 

Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I wouid concur with the remarks o.f the vice chair 

of the' ·Judiciary~ Commit'tee. This is a bill which 

passed unanimously out of the ·Judiciary Committee and 

is one that I beli·eve merits the favo.rable vote of 

each meml:>er qf the H'ouse. Thank you, Mr. Sp~aker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'ROURKE: 

.Thank you, Representative O'Neill. 

Will you remark on the bill before us? Will you 

remark? If not, staff and guests please come to the 

well ·of the .-House. ·Members take their seat·s. The 

machine wl.ll be open .. 

THE CLERK: 

The House of Representatives is voting_b.y_l:.oJ..l_ 

call. Members to the chamber. The House is taking a 

000545,. 
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roll call vote. Members to the chamber, please. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'ROURKE: 
. 

Have all members voted? Have all members voted? 

Please check the machine, the board, to ensure that 

your vote is properly cast. If all members have voted 

the machine will be locked. The C-lerk please take a 

tally. 

And whep you're ready, Mr. Clerk, please announce 

that tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Hou·se Bill 5251 . 

y_ Total· Number vot·ing 145 

Necessary for adoption 73 

Those voting Yea 145 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent· and not voting 6 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'ROURKE: 

The bill passes. 

Pl·ease call Calendar 49 ·. 

THE CLERK: 

Also on page 8, Calendar 49, House Bill 

Number 5250 1 AN ACT CONCERNING THE BOARD OF PARDONS 

AND PAROLES, favorable report by the Committee on 

Judiciary. 

../ 
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DEPUTY SPEAI:<ER. O'CONNOR: 

The bill as amended is passed. 

3 

122 
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Will the Clerk please call Calendar 'Number SO. 

THE, CLERK.: 

On page 36, Calenoar 50, House Bill Number 5251, 

AN ACT CONCERNING PAYMENT OF THE COSTS OF FORENSIC 

.SEXUAL ASSAULT EXAMINATIONS, favorable report of the· 

Committee on.Judiciary. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'CONNOR: 

Representative Lawlor. 

REP. LAWLOR (99th): 

Thank"'you, Mr. Speaker. Good afternoon. 

Mr. Speaker, I move for acceptance of the joint 

c.ommit.tee' s favorable report and passage of: the bill 

~n condtirrence with the Senate. . -

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'CONNOR: 

The question. is acceptance of the joint. 

committee's fayorable report and passage o.f the bill 

in concurrence with the Senate. 

Will you -remark? 

REP. LAWLOR (99t'h): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

The undetlying bill was passed here in the House 

004367 
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a few weeks back. In essence, it makes a very simple 

change. It transfer to the responsibility for paying 

for the cos.t of forensic tests in sexual. -assault 

investigat,ion$ from the Divisi.on of Criminal Justice, 

in other words the pro$ecutors, to the Office of 

Victim Servic~s within the Judicial Branch. 

I should put out, ~s was indicated the last time 

this was discussed, this is what the agreement of both 

agencies. It's a more appropriate funding mechanism 

for this particular forensic test. 

Mr. ·Speaker, the Senate adopted an amendment ·when 

the- bil_l was before that Sena.te. The C1erk has LCO 

Number 4337. I think that's been designated as Senate 

Amendment ;'A" and I ask the Clerk to call and I be 

allowed to summarize. 

DEPUTY SPEAKE-R 0' CONNOR: 

Will the Clerk please call LCO ·number 4337, which 

will be designat_ed Senate. Amendment "A." 

THE CLERI<: 

LCO number 4337, Senate "A" offered b,y Senators 

Stillman and McDonald. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'CONNOR: 

The Representative seeks lead of the chambe·r to 

summarize the amendment. 
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Is there objection to summarization? Is there 

obje:ction? 

Hearing none, Representati~e Lawlort you have the 

floor. 

REP. -LAWLOR (99th)~ 

Thank you, Hr. Speaker. 

rhis amendment is substantii=illy the same as a 

biil that before the Judiciary Committee. It did have 

a pUblic .hearing but rtev.er came· to a vote do the crush 

of business. in t·he com:trii ttee. It makes two changes in 

the current law. First of all, it specifies that for 

person!:? convicted o.f felonies, DNA ·samp1·es ar·e to be 

obtained. It clarifies that is to t•ake place at the· 

direction of the court at the time of sentencing and 

it transfers to the Judicial Branch -- the 

responsibility for gathering the evidence and it 

specifies -- :not evidence . I should say about t'he 

actual DNA sample. And it specifies that the 

Department of Public Safety shall be in charge of 

developing the $pecific method to extract the DNA 

sample. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker~ ihe bill indicates that 

there will be a penalty ·for refusai to sU:bm:lt to the 

sample ;in compliance_ with this law to make it a Class 
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As I s~~d, Mr. Speaker, this was a bill that was 

before the Ju.dici~iy Committee and I ·would urge 

adoption of the amendment. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'CONNQ.R: 

The que.stion ·:before the chamber is adoption of 
. '"·':.. 

Sena.t·e Amendment ScHedule "A." 

W:ill you .. remark on the amendment? 

Represent.ati ve · 0' ~ei11. 

REP. 0 I NEILL. (69th) : . . . 

Yes. Thank you, Mr~ Speaker . 

I£ ~ may; through you, just a couple of 

questions, thro·ugh you, t·o the proponent. With 

respect to Senate '~A.·" . As I recollect --

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'CONNOR: 

Please. proceed. 

REP~ O'NEILL (~9thJ: 

Thank you. 

As I understcft).d, ·the Chair of t·he Judiciary 

Committe.e indicated that this was basically 

substant,ially similar ·to a. bill that appeared before 

the Judiciary Commit·tee 'earlier in the ses_sion. Am I 

correct that? Through you, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'CONNOR: 
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Representative Lawlor. 

·REP. LAWLOR (99th): 

Thank you, Mr. $:Peaker. 

Thr6ugh you, yes, that's correct . 

.DEPUTY SPEAKER O'CONNOR: 

Representative O'Neill. 

REP. O'~EILL (69~h): 

Tha1ik yo.u, M·r. Speaker. 

. 126 
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An~ are there any significant diff~rehces between 

this amendment and the bill that was befo·re the 

Judiciary Committ·ee? Through you, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER (jiCONNOR: 

Repr.esent:tati ve Law1or. 

REP. LAWLOR (99th): 

Mr. Speaker, t6 my knowledge this is essentially 

the same bill. Tbere may be some minor stylistic 

differenc~s, btit ~ believe tbese were the provisions 

that were contained in the bill that was before the 

Judiciary Committee. 

DEPUTY SP"EAKER O'CONNOR: 

Representative O'Neill . 

REP. O'NEILL (69th)! 

Thank you, Mrr Speaker . 

I believe that the Senate amendment is something 
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we should approve and I ~auld urge everyone to vote 

for it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

REP. O'CONNOR (35th): 

Thank you, sir. 

Wili you remark further? Will you remark further 

on the amendment before us? 

"If not, let· me try your. minds. All those in 

favor, please signi.fy by saying, aye. 

RE'PEESENTATiVES: 

Aye. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'CONNOR: 

All those opposed, nay . 

"'"The ayes have it. The amendment is adopted. 

Will you remark further on the bill as amended? 

Will you remark.further on the bill as amended? 

R_epresentative O'Neill. 

REP. O'NEILL (69th): 

Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would urge that 

the bill be repassed by the House. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'CONNOR: 

Thank you, sir. 

Will you remark further on. the b.ill as amended? 

Will you remark further on the bill as amended? 
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If not,· will staff and guests please come _to the 

well of the House. Members· ta·ke their seats. The 

machine vill be opened. 

THE CLERK: 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll 

cal.l.. Memb·ers to the chamber. The House is vot.ing by 

roll call. .Members t.o the chamber. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'CONNOR: 

Have all the members voted? Have all the members 

voted? Wlll the. members please che·ck the board t.o 

determining your vot~ is properly cast. If all the 

members have v.oted., the machine will b.e locked and the 

Clerk will take a tally. 

r just want to go over that again. 

Will the Clerk please announce the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

House Bill Number 5251 as amended by Senate "A" 

in concurrence with the Senate. 

Total number voting 149 

Necessary for adoption 75 

Those voting Yea 149 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent and not voting 2 

DEPUTY SPEAKER O'CONNOR: 

004·373 
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The bill passes in coricurrence with the Senate~ 

The Majority Leader, Representative Merrill. 

REP. MERRILL (54th): 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would move ,for the 

immediate. trartsmi ttal of all i terns acted upon ·to the 

Senate ·needi.ncj turt·her action to the Senate~ 

REP. 0 1 CONNOR ("35th) : 

Th.e motio.n .ls on imme{!iate transmittal to the 

Senate. 

Is th~re objection? 

Hear.ing. n_one, . s:o ordered. 

W.-ill the Clerk, please, call Calendar. Number 39'5 . 

THE CLERK: 

On page 16, Calendar 395, Substitute £or Senate 

. Bill Number 152, f\.N .ACT. ·CONCERNING CHANGES TO THE 

GENERAL STATUTES CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN 

AND FAMILIES~· favorable report of the Committee on 

Human Services. 

DEPUTY" s··PEAKER o I coNN OR: 

Representative Urban. 

RE-l? . UB,BAN (;_4 3 rd) : 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I_ move the. joint committee 1 s favorable report and 

passage of the-bill in concurrerice with the Senate~ 

0043"74 
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Thank you, Senator Fonfara and Senator 

Coleman. 

Chief Teale, congratulations to you. Thank 

you for your service. Godspeed and retirement. 

It's great to have you and your wife and lovely 

daughter here today with your colleagues and your 

-- your great friend, the great Manny Liebert and 

his wife Shirley. It's terrific to have you all 

here. And, again, I can't underscore it enough .. 

Thank you for your dedicated service, sir. You're 

a credit to the state of Conaecticut. Thank you . 

Are there any further points of personal 
. 

privilege? If not, Mr. Clerk, please return to 

the call of the calendar. 

THE CLERK: 

Returning to th·e call of the calendar, 

calendar page 8, Favorable Reports. Calendar 

Number 299, File Number 62, House Bill Number 

5251, AN ACT CONCERNING PAYMENT OF THE COST OF 

FORENSIC SEXUAL ASSAULT EVIDENCE EXAMINATIONS, 

favorable report of the Committee on Judiciary. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator McDonald. 
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• 

• •• 

• 
.. 

cd 
SENATE 

SENATOR MCDONALD: 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

40 
April 28, 2010 

Mr. President, I move acceptance of the joint 

committee's favorable report and passage of the 

bill. 

THE CHAIR: 

Question's on acceptance and passage. Will 

. you remark, sir? 

SENATOR MCDONALD: 

Yes, Mr. President. 

Mr. President, this legislation comes to us 

.from the House and,would simply transfer the 

responsibility for the payment of health care 

costs incurred with -- providing sexual assault. 

evidence examinations from the Division of 

Criminal Justice to the Office of Victim Services. 

It is simply a administrative matter of which 

department would be paying for these expenses. 

And I should note, Mr. President, that, under 

current law, the government would pay for any such 

examinations and the victim would not be required 

to pay for any such costs.· 

Thank you, Mr. President . 

THE CHAIR: 
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Will you remark .further? Senator Stillman. 

SENATOR STILLMAN: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I rise for an 

amendment. 

THE CHAIR: 

Please proceed, madam. 

SENATOR STILLMAN: 

Thank you, sir. If the Clerk would kindly 

call -- LCO Number 4337 and that I be allowed to 

summarize. 

THE CLERK: 

LCO 4337, which will-be designated Senate 

Amendment Schedule "A"" is offered by Senator 

Stillman of the 20th District, et al. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Stillman. 

SENATOR STILLMAN: 

Thank you, M~. President. I move its 

adoption. 

THE CHAIR: 

Question's on adoption. Will you remark, 

madam? 

SENATOR STILLMAN: 
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Yes, thank you. 

This amendment increases the criminal penalty 

for any person convicted of certain crimes who 

refuses to submit to the taking of a blood or 

other biological sample for the purpose of 

collecting DNA. This bill was -- did receive a 

public hearing and positive action overwhelmingly 

from the Public Safety and Security Committee. 

And what it does is that it transfers the 

responsibility_ of collecting that DNA to the Court 

Support Services Division rather than the 

-.Department of Public Safety. And, again, I move 

its adoption. Thank you, sir. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, madam. 

Will you remark further on LCO 4337? 

Senator Kissel. 

SENATOR KISSEL: 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

Question -- a couple of questions, through you 

to the proponent of the amendment. My latest 

amendment chart has 3968 as the latest amendment 

-- the LCO number. This is a new one to me, and 

I'm Just wondering what changes have taken place 
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since the last filed amendment, if you know? 

Through you, Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Stillman. 

SENATOR STILLMAN: 

Yes. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Through you, there was a clarification that 

was needed in line 74 -- at least that's, I think, 

in the same copy we have. I don't have a paper 

copy of the new one, which states that a person 

could be rearrested and so it's just changed to be 

that they need be arrested if they re~use . 

Through you, sir. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Kissel. 

SENATOR KISSEL: 

Thank you very much. 

And, through you, this is sort of completely 

different than the underlying bill. So. I -- I'd 

actually -- I'm wondering what the -- the 

germaneness is of the amendment to the underlying 

bill. Through you, Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Stillman. 

,_ 
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I think if you look at the language in --

starting on line 6 and then again in Section B, so 

we're looking in Sections A and B, it does 

reference "sexual offensives.'' And this -- it 

does have to do -- the underlying bill does have 

to do with sexual assaults, and it is the 

col~ectipn -- and it is the collection of DNA, as 

well as biological samples. And that is 

referenced in the underlying bill so I -- I do 

believe it is germane, sir. ~·Through you, Mr . 

President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Kiss~l. 

SENATOR KISSEL: 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

I appreciate that answer. And, also, I'm just 

wondering why the shift from Public Safety to 

Court Support Services? Through you, Mr. 

President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Stillman . 

SENATOR STILLMAN: 
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Yes, thank you. Through you, Mr. President, 

this is a re -- was a request of not just the --

of the DepartmeDt of Public Safety in 

collaboration with the Public Defender's Office. 

The issue lies in the fact that if the DNA or 

other biological samples can be collected in the 

courtroom, as opposed to trying to find someone, 

we'd have a greater chance of collecting those 

samples for reference for fut.ure crimes. Through 

you, sir. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Kissel . 

SENATOR KTSSEL: 

Thank you very much. And through you, Mr. 

President, how is it anticipated that Court· 

Support Division ~ould do this in a courtroom? 

Back when I was engaged in private -- well, I'm 

still engaged in private practice law -- but back 

when I was a special public defender, I remember 

-- and, actually, I did criminal law privately as 

well -- but, for example, the vast majority of 

cases are heard at the GA level. There's usually 

hundreds of matters on a daily basis that go 

through there. Some of them would probably 
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subject individuals to this treatment; other cases 

probably would not rise to that level. And I'm 

just wondering whether it's anticipated that these 

tests would be offered I can see if an 

individual wasn't able to post bail, they would in 

the lock-up section of the courthouse and probably 

it could take place the~e, but if they were out on 

eond or -- and they were just in the audience, how 

is it anticipated that this process would take 

place because I'm not sure in a lot of our 

courthouses that there's kind of area to submit a 

pe~son to some kind of DNA or otherwise biologica~ 

testinif. Through you, Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Stillman. 

SENATOR STILLMAN: 

Thank you, sir. 

Through you to the Senator, according to the 

testimony that we received for this bill, first of 

all, the Department of Public Safety has only a 

single collection point in Middletown in the 

state, and the Court Support Services Division has 

more collection points, as well as a greater 

judicial access. And they believe that because 
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the Department of Public Safety has a 60 to 80 

percent failure-to-c·omply rate due to the fact 

that they only have one answering point that this 

would make the collection of this evidence easier 

and more likely, and that the Court Support 

Services Division has -- has stated that they 

would be making sure that there is an appropriate 

place within the courthouse to collect the DNA or 

other biological sample that's needed. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Kissel. 

SENATOR KISSEL: 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

Through you to the proponent of the amendment. 

So it's my understanding that Court Support 

Services Division is willing to take this on and 

that they're now pushing back as far as taking 

over the responsibility for this function. 

Through you, Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Stillman. 

SENATOR STILLMAN: 

Tha·nk you, sir. Through you, that's correct . 

THE CHAIR: 

001549 



• 

• 

•••• 

cd 
SENATE 

Senator Kissel. 

SENATOR KISSEL: 

Thank you very much. And so this 

48 
April 28, 2010 

substantially -- this amendment substantially 

mirrors a bill that had been heard in the Public 

Safety -- and I think you -- you guys also are 

·like Homeland Security too -- committee. Did it 

not get voted out of the committee? Through you, 

Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Sehator Stillman. 

SENATOR STILLMAN: 

Yes, thank you, Mr. President. 

Through you, it was unanimous. And it was 

JF'd to the Judiciary Committee, but I believe it 

was sent there before your JF deadline and so I 

think it got caught up in that last minute flurry 

of activity. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Kissel. 

SENATOR KISSEL: 

Thank you very much. As so many bills in this 

building do get caught up in that last minute 

flurry of activity. 
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And also, through you, Mr. President, it's 

also my understanding that this amendment would 

also enhance the penalty for an individual that 

refuses to submit to this testing. Through you, 

Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Stillman. 

SENATOR STILLMAN: 

Yes, thank you, sir, that is correct. Through 

you. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Kissel. -· 

SENATOR KISSEL: 

Thank you very much. And would this also 

apply to individuals that are convicted and are 

within the -- about to be sent to a term of years 

in our Corrections Department such that if they 

had been charged, found guilty, either through 

plea or a guilty.verdict, they've been sentenced 

and now, as part of this, they wo~ld now have to 

submit and they refuse to submit that the State 

would have an ability to bring further charges to 

be tacked on to whatever sentence they're abou~ to 

be -- to serve. Through you, Mr. President. 
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Senator Stillman. 

SENATOR STILLMAN.: 
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Thank you,. sir. Yes, through you, that is 

correct. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Kissel. 

SENATOR KISSEL: 

Thank you very much. 

Well, I -- I have no further questions for the 

proponent of the amendment. This is definitely 

something I -want to co-sponsor because I believe 

in the entire initiative that came out of the 

Public Safety and Homeland Security Committee. 

We've been grappling with this issue over the last 

several years in our Judiciary Commit tee. And,· 

certainly, what we have found is that with this 

DNA and biological testing, not only do we make 

sure that justice is better served because we 

exonerate individuals that might be. cleared of 

pending charges, but, at the same time, while we 

may be pursui·ng cases against individuals that are 

wholly innocent and that this DNA and biological 

information can prove their innocence, at the same 
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time the bigger we create this database of 

information, the more we can bring in individuals 

that may have been not purstled in the criminal 

justice system that should be pursued and that 

through this testing mechanism, we'll be able to 

make sure that the right culprits and the right 

individuals are given the appropriate charges and 

that justice can better be served. And so there's 

a couple areas' in our state where I think that we 

can do a better job. The whole DNA database and 

-- and evidence collection creating the widest 

F>Ossible set of data possible that's in our bes,.t 

interest. 

But another area, I would just -- since I have 

this opportunity to suggest to the good chair of 

the Public Safety and Homeland Security Committee, 

perhaps, for action next year, is that I have 

toured the State Criminal Forensics Laboratory. 

It's my understanding that municipalities are 

supposed to send in weapons to them for ballistics 

to create a ballistics database and that some --

and I won't pick on certain cities -- but some 

places are better at doing this than others. But~ 

to the extent we don't have 100 percent 
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cooperation, we're missing out on the ability to 

cross-reference that ballistic information. And I 

would only sugg'est given that God willing we're 

both here in the circle·next year that would be an 

area that would be fruitful, too, because to the 

extent that we can ~ncrease that database and get 

better cooperation from all municipalities in the 

state with guns that ·they collect from arrests 

that they make, we can go and use that ballistic 

comparison to weed out individuals that may have 

been being pursued incorrectly but also to 

cross-reference. and match individuahs. in the 

system to find out perpetrators of crime that have 

sort of gotten off the hook through -- through no 

ef -- through luck. And again, our technology has 

actually raced ~head of our ability to feed it the 

information, and I just throw that out there 

because it was something I've learned in the last 

several months, and it's -- I just shook my head 

and said, how can we poss -- we need to strive to 

get 100 percent cooperation from all 

municipalities. Some of them have financial 

problems; some of them .say that, you know, there's 

a disconnect, but that's a whole other area that's 
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similar to this that could better serve the public 

safety of everyone in the state of Connecticut. 

So with that ~·m happy to support the 

amendment.· Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Senator Kissel. 

Will you remark further on the amendment? 

Senator McDonald. 

SENATOR MCDONALD: 

Yes, Mr. President. 

Just very briefly ~o rise in support of the 

amendment and let members e£ the circle know that 

this is an issue that the Judiciary Committee has 

taken up in the past and, unfortunately, because 

of the press of business this year, we were not 

able to reach the·Public Safety Bill that had been 

referred to us given the time and constraints we 

had. If we had had that opportunity, I would have 

happily supported it then as I do now. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, sir. 

Will you remark further on LCO 4337? If not, 

all those in favor indic~te by saying aye. 
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Ayes have "it. The amendment passes. 

Senator Debicella. 

SENATOR DEBICELLA: 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

Mr. President, rising in support of the 

underlying bill, specifically, Section 1, which we 

have not been talking about, making sure that the 

victims of sexual~assault continue to have every 

possible form of defense as they move through the 

legal system.is an absolute critical imperative 

for the State of Connecticut. And I was proud 

last year to work with Representative Deborah 

Heinrich to actually pass our new SAFE/SANE 

Program which is going to allow for sexual assault 

forensic examiners to actually collect DNA 

evidence that can later be used against those who 

have been accused of sexual assault to make sure 

that victims have enough evidence to have an 

air-tight case against their assailers. And I 

believe that this underlying bill in Section 1 1s 
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going to continue to ensure that this funding is 

there. It ~s a technical bill in its nature of 

where the funding is going to come from,_but it 

continues to support the current policy of not 

charging the victims for these DNA tests but 

rather having the State pick up the bill for it 

which is, I believe, the proper role of the State 

to protect the victims of sexual assault. So I 

stand today in favor of this bill and urge its 

adoption. Thank you,· Mr. President. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Senator . 

Will you remark further on the bill as 

amended? 

Senator McDonald. 

SENATOR MCDONALD: 

_Mr. President, if there's no objection, might 

this item be placed on the consent calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Seeing no objection, so ordered. 

Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

Calendar page 9, Calendar Number 372, File 

Number 69 and 544, House Bill Number 5252, AN ACT 
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Immediate roll call has been ordered in the 

Senate on the consent calendar. Will all Senators 

please return to the chamber? Immediate roll call 

has been ordered in the Senate on the consent. 

calendar. Will all Senators please return to the 

chamber? 

Mr. President, the items placed on the first 

consent calendar begin on calendar page 1, 

Calendar Number 485, Senate Joint Resolution 

Number 45; Calendar 486, Senate Joint Resolution 

Number 46 . 

Calendar page 8, Calendar Number 299, House 

Bill number 5251. 

Calendar page 9, Calendar 372, House Bill 

5252. 

Calendar page 10, Calendar 383, Substitute for 

House Bill 5249. 

Calendar·page 11, Calendar 402, Substitute for 

Senate Bill 447. 

Calendar page 15, Calendar 452, Substitute for 

House Bi~l 5376; Calendar 453, ~ouse Bill 5281. 

Calendar page 16, Calendar 455, House Bilb 

5542; Calendar 456, Substitute for House Bill 
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5247~ Calendar 457, Substitute for House Bill 

5406. 

Calendar page 17, Calendar 464, House Bill 

5530. 

Calendar page 23, Calendar 75, Substitute for 

Senate Bill 229. 

Calendar page 24, Cal·endar Number 98, 

Substitute for Senate Bill 312. 

Mr .. President, that completes those i terns 

placed on the first consent calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Mr. Clerk . 

If you would announce the vote again, the 

machine will be opened. 

THE CLERK: 

The Senate is now voting by roll call on the 

consent calendar. Will all Senators please return 

.to the chamber? The Senate is now voting by roll 

on the consent calendar. Will all Senators please 

return to the chamber? 

THE CHAIR: 

Have all the members voted? Have all the 

members voted? The machine will be closed . 

Mr. Clerk, please call the tally. 
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Motion's on adoption of Consent Calendar 

Number 1. 

Total number of voting 35 

Those voting Yea 35 

Those voting Nay 0 

Those absent and not voting 1 

THE CHAIR: 

The consent calendar passes. 

Are there any points of personal privilege or 

announcements? 

Senator Gomes . 

SENA':POR GOMES: 

I'd just like it thank you, Mr. President. 

I'd just like it to be noted that I missed a 

vote today· on Senate ·Bill 168, and I was out of 

the area. And if I'd been here, I would have 

voted in the affirmative. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, sir. The Journal is so noted. 

SENATOR GOMES: 

Thank you. 

THE CHAIR: 

Any further points? 
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ST~TE OF CONNECTICUT 
JUDICIAL BRANCH 

231 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

(860) 757-2270 Fax (860) 757-2215 

Testimony of Stephen N. Ment 
Juf;lidary Committee Public llearing 

· February 26, 2010 

House Bill5251, An Ad Concerning Payment Of The Costs Of Forensic 
· Sexual Assault Evidence Examinations 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written _testimony in support of House 

Bill5251,.An Act Concerning Payment of the Costs of Forensic Sexual Assault Evidence 

Examination. J'his bill tr~fers the responsibility for payment of the costs incurred by 

health. care facilities for forensic sexual assault evidence examinations form the Division 

of Criminal Justice (DCJ) t~ the Judicial Branch's Office of Victim Services (OVS). 

The practical effect of this bill is to simply codify the legislature's intent 

demonstrated in September Special Session, Public Act No. 09-7, An Act Implementing 
. . 

the Provisions of t~e Budget Conceming'_Generiil-Govemment"and Making Changes to 

_Various Programs. In this public act, the annual Sl:liD of $1,021,060 was transferred from 

DCJ to c;>VS for the purpose of payment of fo~nsic.sex evidence exams for $e current 

fiscal year and the next. It is our expectation that we will continue to receive funding 

for this purpose. 

As the Branch has already assumed the responsibility for payment of the costs, 

we support this conforming-proposal. 

Thank you for the opportunity to subnl.it written testimony. 
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Testimony of the Division of Criminal Justice 

In Support of: 

000871 

H.B. No. 5251 fRAISED) An Act Concerning Payment of the Costs of Forensic: Sexual 
Assault Evidence Examinations 

Joint Committee on Judidary 
February 26, 2010 

The Division of Criminal Justice respectfully recommends and requests the 
Committee's Joint Favorab1e Substitute Report for H;B. No. 5251, An Act Concerning 
Payment of the Costs of Forensic Sexual Assault Evidence Examinations. This .bill is 
strictly technical and is needed to clarify a change made as part of the adoption of the 
current budget 

In the 2009 budget deliberations, the General Assembly enacted Section 178 of Public 
Act 0?-7, September Special Session. The intent of this section was to transfer from the 
Division of Criminal Justice to the Office of Victim Services in the Judicial Branch the 
responsibility for the payment for examinations conducted for the collection of evidence 
in sexual assault investigations. The public act also transferred from the Division to the 
Office of Victim Services the line item funding for this purpose and as such there was no 
fiscal impact. · 

The Division of Criminal Justice extends its appreciation to the General Assembly for 
its recognition of the need to address this issue. We also wish to thank the Judicial Branch, 
·and· specifically the Office of Victim ~s, for stepping forth and agreeing· to accept 
this responsibility. The Office of Victim Services is a more appropriate agency to process 
medical claims presented for the provision of medical services to·. victims, both in terms of 
better serving the victims and from a legal standpoint The Division of Criminal Justice, as 
the agency responsible for the ultimate prosecution of the crime for which evidence is 
collected, should be a long arm's distance from what is essentially a medical process and 
not an investigative process. 

Although the intent of the 2009 legislation was clear, the specific language of the 
publi~ act is not as clear. ~on 178 of the 2009 budget act reads: 

-·-~ 
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The funds appropriated to the Judicial Dep~ent in sections 1 and 3 of 
this act, for Forensic Sex Evidence Exams, shall be administered by the 
Office of Victim Services for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2010, and June 
30,2011. 

000872 

This language would raise the question of what happens after the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2011. H.B. No. 5251 amends Section 19a-112a of the General Statutes to 
permanently assign this responsibility to the Office of Victim Services to remove any 

. doubt To further clarify the intent, the Division would respectfully recommend an 
amendment to H.B. No. 5251 to specifically repeal Section 178 of P.A. 09-7, September 
Special Session, again to eliminate any doubt or question of the .intent or where this 
responsibility should rest 

In conclusion, the Division would respectfully recommend and request the 
Committee's Joint Favorable Substitute Report for H.B. No. 5251, incorporating the 
amendment proposed herein. The Division also wishes to again thank the Committee and 
the Judicial Branch for their assistance and cooperation on this issue. We would be happy 
to provide any additional information or to answer any questions the Committee might 
have. · 

Respectfully submitted. 
Kevin T. Kane 
Chief State's Attorney 
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