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Please proceed, sir.
SENATOR COLAPIETRO:

Thank you, I would like to introduce my intern
and just take this moment -- and I don't
understand why they call him "Tall" Paul, or Paul
"Tall" in my committee but his name is Paul Silas
Holland. He's been my intern in my committee for
this year. I think he's learned a lot. I gave
him some of the hardest jobs there was and he's
finding out how f;st we change our minds up here,
because he get through with a synapse that -- on
one of my bills and he finds out five minutes
later that doesn't mean a thing, but I would like
to introduce him and ask this chamber to give him
a nice round of applause. Congratulations, Paul.
THE CHAIR:

Congratulations, Paul.

Are there any other announcements or points of
personal privilege? Seeing none, Clerk, please
return to the call of the calendar.

THE CLERK:
Calendar page 7, Calendar Number 394, File

Number 157, substitute for House Bill 5834, AN ACT

CONCERNING A STUDY OF THE HIGHEST AND BEST
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UNIVERSITY USE FOR THE UCONN STAMFORD CAMPUS
PARKING GARAGE, favorable report of the Committee
on Higher Education.

THE CHAIR:

The Chair recognizes the gentle lady from the
4th District.

SENATOR HANDLEY:

Thank you, Mr. President.
THE CHAIR:

You're welcome.

SENATOR HANDLEY:

You're looking very well up there. I move
acceptance of the joint committee's favorable
report and passage of the bill in concurrence with
the House.

THE CHAIR:

The question before the chamber is acceptance
and passage. Will you remark further?
SENATOR HANDLEY:

Thank you, Mr. Chair. This is a bill that
deals with the Stamford branch or the Stamford
campus of the University of Connecticut, upon
which there sits a rather delapidated parking

garage overlooking the river in a rather nice
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The members of the delegation from Stamford
have asked that a study be made to determine what
would be the best use of the land where the
parking garage stands.

THE CHAIR:

Thank you, Senator. Will you remark further?
Senator McDonald.

SENATOR McDONALD:

Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President I
just wanted to rise in support of the legislation
and thank Senator Handley and the members of the
Higher Education Committee for bringing forth this
legislation.

Mr. President, the Stamford Campus of UConn is
a jewel for downtown Stamford, its pérking garage,
however is not. And the garage is in a state of
disrepair and, frankly, I think its life, 1its
longevity is limited. And what this legislation
seeks to do is start in the process of thinking
about what would happen when that garage needs to
be replaced and as Senator Handley mentioned, this
parcel of land overlooks a river in downtown

Stamford, which is part of a much larger
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development plan for the river to restore it as a
recreational opportunity for the citizens of
Stamford.

And so what we are hoping with this
legislation is that the university begin the
process of thinking about how to redevelop the
parking garage in a way that would be consistent
with the long term interests of the city and
development of its recreational opportunities and,
frankly, recapturing the benefits of the Mill
River in downtown Stamford.

So I want to thank the administration of the
University of Connecticut for embarking with us,
and as partners, on this proposal and I look
forward to their cooperation. And I want to
commend, as well, members of the Stamford
community, particularly, the business community,
which is very interested in participating in this
process so that we can plan for the next phase of
the downtown campus of UConn. Thank you, Mr.
President.

THE CHAIR:
Thank you, Senator.

Will you remark further? Senator Boucher.
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SENATOR BOUCHER:

Thank you, Mr. President. I rise not to
oppose the particular bill, but just to add my
comments, given that as you can see by my banner
in front of me I'm a UConn alum, in fact, a UConn
alum for the Graduate School of Business at UConn
and Stamford. Not only during a time that they
now occupy the downtown campus, and I used at
great length, the parking garage that is in
question, but also prior to that, when they were
on -- off of Scofield Road in Stamford.

I would take exception to say that it is in
totally dilapidated state and also to reiterate
the comments that have been made on what an asset
this institution has been to the city of Stamford
and to all of the surrounding communities. So we
all have a vested interest in this downtown
campus. It is an important piece of real estate,
no question, a very necessary parking garage that
is oversubscribed, many times. Hopefully, the
health of that institution will grow as it is a
tremendous asset to the individuals that work and
live in that region, but it also should be noted

that it is, in fact, the property of the

001733
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University Of Connecticut. And it is great that
they are joining as partners to look at the
long-term use. And hopefully it will be done in a
very cooperative venture, both for the
improvement, as I know they have plans already in
action to improve that site and make use of the

good portion, if not all of that particular

parking area, but as partners with the city of

Stamford, both could be elevated and be enhanced
by working together cooperatively in the long term
use of that property and, maybe, portions of it
that might not be needed by the university in the
future.

So I étand to support this bill at this time.
Thank you, Mr. President.
THE CHAIR:

Thank you. Will you remark further? Senator
Handley.
SENATOR HANDLEY:

Thank you, Mr. President. If there's no

objection, I would ask that this be placed on the

consent calendar.

THE CHAIR:

The motion is to place this item on the
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consent calendar. Is there objection? Seeing

none, so ordered.

THE CLERK:
Calendar page 14, Calendar Number 519, File

Number 760, substitute for Senate Bill 1082, AN

ACT CONCERNING THE CLIENT SECURITY FUND, favorable
report of the Committee on Judiciary. Clerk is in
possession of an amendment.
THE CHAIR:

Senator McDonald.
SENATOR McDONALD:

Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, I
move acceptance of the joint committee's favorable
report and.passage of the bill.

THE CHAIR:

The question before the chamber is acceptance
and passage. Do you care to remark further?
SENATOR McDONALD:

I would like to, Mr. President.

Mr. President, members of the circle may recall
that earlier this year in the context of a budget
mitigation package, we swept $2 million from the
client security fund as part of a much broader

proposal. Mr. President, after.that action we had
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Senator Looney.
SENATOR LOONEY:

Yes. Mr. President, that item might be marked
passed, retaining its place on the calendar.
THE CHAIR:

Without objection, so ordered, sir. Senator
Looney.

SENATOR LOONEY:

Yes. Mr. President, if the remaining items
that we had marked earlier, Calendar page 28,
Calendar 367; Calendar page 29, Calendar 415;
might also be marked passed, retaining their place
on the calendar. And if the Clerk might proceed
to vote on the consent calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Mr. Clerk, please call consent calendar,

THE CLERK:

Roll call has been ordered in the Senate on
the consent calendar. Will all senators please
return to the chamber. Roll call has been ordered
in the Senate on the consent calendar. Will all
senators please return to the chamber.

Mr. President, before voting on the consent

calendar, those items placed on the consent
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calendar began on calendar page 3, Calendar

Number 165, substitute for Senate Bill 781;

Calendar page 4, Calendar 208, substitute for

Senate Bill 881; Calendar 244, House Bill 6263;

Calendar page 7, Calendar 394, substitute for

House Bill 5834; Calendar page 17, Calendar

Number 102, substitute for Senate Bill 710;

Calendar page 19, Calendar 145, Senate Bill 974;

Calendar page 20, Calendar 155, substitute for

Senate Bill 451; Calendar page 22, Calendar 198,

Senate Bill 989; Calendar page 23, Calendar 222,

substitute for Senate Bill 957; Calendar page 28,

Calendar Number 354, substitute for Senate Bill

499. Mr. President, I believe that completes

those items previously placed on the consent
calendar.
THE CHAIR:

Okay. The Clerk, please call the consent
calendar for a roll call. The machine will be
open.

THE CLERK:-

Immediate roll call has been ordered in the

Senate on the consent calendar. Will all senators

please return to the chamber. Immediate roll call
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has been ordered in the Senate on the consent

calendar. Will all senators please return to the

chamber.
THE CHAIR:

Have all senators voted? 1If all senators have
voted, please check your vote. The machine will
be locked. The Clerk will call the tally.

THE CLERK:

Motion is on adoption of Consent Calendar

Number 1.
Total Number Voting 35
Those voting Yea 35
Those voting Nay 0

Those absent and not voting 1
THE CHAIR:

The consent calendar passes.

Senator Looney.
SENATOR LOONEY:

Yes. Thank you, Mr. President.
Mr. President, I believe the Clerk is in
possession of Senate Agendas 1 and 2.
THE CHAIR:

Mr. Clerk.

THE CLERK:
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DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

The bill passes.

Will the Clerk please call Calendar Number 156.
THE CLERK:

On page 9, Calendar 156, substitute for House

Bill Number 5834, AN ACT CONCERNING A STUDY OF THE

HIGHEST AND BEST_UNIVERSiTY USE FOR THE UCONN STAMFORD
CAMPUS PARKING GARAGE, favorable report of the
Committee on Higher Education and Employment
Advancement.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

Representative Willis, you have the floor, ma'am.
REP. WILLIS (64th):

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Lovely to see you up
here.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

Thank you.

REé; WILLIS (64th):

Madam Speakgr, I move for the acceptance of_the
Joint Committee's favorable report and passage of the
bill.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:
The question is on acceptance of the Joint

Committee's favorable report and passage of the bill.
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Representative Willis, you have the floor, ma'am.
REP. WILLIS (64th):

Thank you very much, Madam. This bill will
require the Board of Trustees for the University of
Connecticut to complete a study on the use of the
+ Stamford campus parking garage site. The study will
identify the most optimum use of the land. A task
force will be composed of volunteers, and therefore,
they'll be no cost to the University of Connecticut.
I move for adoption.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

The question is on adoption. Will you remark
further on the bill? Representatives Sawyer of the
55th, you have the floor, ma'am.

REP. SAWYER (55th):

Thank you, Madam Speaker. In this particular
case, we're talking about a parking garage that is
left over from a former store, very large department
store. The parking garage is on one side of the
highway. The university campus that now is on that
site of where the store is, is on the opposite side.

It's an older facility. It is crumbling so that
one half of it is not being used at the present time

because it is unsafe. And the issue is what to do,
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how are we going to go forward? And there are a
number of very interesting suggestions, some of which
are private/public partnerships between the university
and a private concern, perhaps a lease, leaseback
situation. So I think it's well worth having an
investigation, a study and have them come back to us
with their proposals. And at this time, I'll be
supporting this. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

Thank you, ma'am. Will you remark further on the
bill? Repreéentative Miner.

REP. MINER (66th):

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Good afternoon.
. DEPUTY SPEAKER dRANGE:

Good afternoon.

REP. MINER (66th):

Madam Speaker, I appreciate the explanations that
have been given with redgard to the State of
Connecticut wanting to find out what the best use of
this piece of property would be. My question, if I
might, through you, to the proponent of the bill would
be, why do we have to legislate this, Madam Speaker?
DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

Representative Willis.
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REP. WILLIS (64th):

Through you, Madam Speaker, why do we have to
legislate this? No, iﬁ all seriousness, I -- we
usually do study bills like this. Weé, in this case,
are empowering the university to select volunteers
from within tﬁe community. So it was felt wise that
we actually put it in a formal legislative bill.
Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:
Thank you, ma'am.
Representative Miner.

REP. MINER (66th):

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, so as I
understand the explanation, the State of Connecticut
doesn't have the ability currently within their
formation to undertake a study with volunteers that
won't cost the state of Connecticut. 1Is that my
understanding? Through you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

| Representative Willis.

REP. WILLIS (64th):

Through you, Madam Speaker, yes. And it's also
critically important -- there's a deadline in place

for this task force.
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DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

Representative Miner.
REP. M;NER (66th) :

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I
absolutely support the college taking a look at this
piece of property to try and determine the highest and
best use. I am shocked to know that the State of
Connecticut's university system needs to come to the
Connecticut Legislature to get permission to undertake
a study of its facilities, especially if it's going to
use volunteers, for which it's not going to pay
anything. I mean, that's part of the problem, I
think, we here in the state of Connecticut, is that
we've actually got to take up legislation to give
' people the authority to look into this sort of thing.

So I'll probably not be supporting it, not
because I don't support the notion that we should
determine its importance and its value. I just think
it's crazy that the state of Connecticut hés to go
through this process. Thank you, Madam Speaker.
DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

Thank you, sir. Will you remark further on the
bill? Will you remark further on the bill?

Representative Cafero of the 142nd, Mr. Leader, you
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have the floor, sir.
REP. CAFERO (142nd):

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 1It's good to see you
up there. A lovely scarf. I love the color.

Frankly, I had similar questions to that of
Representative Miner. And I gquess it -- I said to
myself, what if by some miracle, there was a fire
alarm or something, we had to leave the building
without passing this piece of legislation. What would
happen? Or leave the room for some other reason, what
would happen?

And to Representative Miner's point, isn't it a
sad day when we have to pass legislation to have a
university say to a bunch of people fhey work with and
live in the community in which they are, hey, what do
we do with this parking garage? Let's get together.
Let's talk about it. Let's come up with some ideas,
as opposéd to, the first step is to go to the
Legislature. Just a comment, I guess the legislation
is harmless, but it took time to debate and talk
about. And it also might send a signal, God fogbid,
that has a chilling effect on other universities,
‘higher ed or other state entities, and having that

kind of discourse with community peopIe, with their
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own employees, brainstorming sessions, roundtables,
you know, that kind of thing. If they or anyone is
under the impressionlthat before they can do so, they
have to have a law passed. I guess that's my only
comment, Madam Speaker, other than your wonderful
scarf. But thank you for the time.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

Thank you, Mr. Minority Leader. And thank you
for the compliments. Will you remark further on the
bill? Representative Mushinsky of the 95th, you have
the floor.

REP. MUSHINSKY (85th):

Thank you, Madam Speaker, and I really love your
scarf. I think it's spectacular. But I did want to
commeﬁt'that Representative Cafero is correct when he
says, this shoﬁld be something we do easily,
automa?ically and in a common sense manner. And
Program Review and Investigations is looking at this
whole topic of staté—owned.land as one of our study
items, and it will be discussed tomorrow. So these
folks that would like to have this done in a common
sense manner, tomorrow is your chance. Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:
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Thank you, madam. Will you remark further? Will
you remark further on the bill? Representative
Shapiro of the 144th, you have the floor.

REP. SHAPIRO (144th):

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I just want to add to
the dialogue, and I think the most important part of
this that Chair Willis stated was that this bill
provides a date certain by which the report has to be
done, as we do for you variety of study bills and
reports that we require to come back to our various
committees. And I think it's very important that that
happen because they can have informal discussions.
They can brainstorm this. They can do a variety of
things.and unfortunately, they could do it ad nauseam.
And without a little push from the Legislature, this
might not come to pass in a timely manner, énd it's
very important that we do so. The current garage is
in an unsafe condition. It would cost millions to
fix, and before we spent good honey after bad, we need
to make sure that we've studied this thoroughly.

So the date is the most important part of this
legislation. 1I'd like to thank the Chair for bringing
it out and pointing that. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:
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’ Thank you, sir. Will you remark further on the

bill? Will you remark further on the bill? Will you
remark further on the bill? If not, will staff and
guests please come to the well of the House members
take your seats. The machine will be open.

THE CLERK:

The House of Representatives is voting by roll

call. Members to the chamber. The House is voting by

roll call. Members to the chamber.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

Have all members voted? Have all members voted?

’ Will the members please check the board to determine

if your vote is properly cast? If all members have

voted -- if all members have voted -- if all members

have vote&, the machine will be locked. Will the

Clerk please announce the tally?

THE CLERK:

House Bill 5834.

Total Number Voting 145
Necessary for Passage 73
Those voting Yea - 121
Those voting Nay 24

Those absent and not voting 6

’ DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:
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The bill passes. Will the Clerk please call

Calendar Number 157.
THE CLERK:

On page 9, Calendér 157, House Bill Number 5873,

AN ACT CONCERNING THE AUTHORITY OF PLANNING
COMMISSIONS TO APPROVE MUNICIPAL ROAD IMPROVEMENTS,
favorable report of the Committee on Planning and
Development.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

Representative Rojas, you have the floor, sir.
REP. ROJAS (9th):

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I move for acceptance
of the Joint Committee's favorable report and passage
of the bill.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ORANGE:

The guestion is accepfance of the Joint
Committee's favorable report and passage of the bill.
Will you remark further, sir.

REP. ROJAS (9th):

Yes. Thank you, Madam Speaker. 1In the spirit of
efficiency and streamlining government, this bill
clarifies that statutes allowing municipalities to
repave roadways without having to submit an 8-24

report to the municipality for approval, therefore



JOINT
STANDING
COMMITTEE
HEARINGS

HIGHER EDUCATION
AND
EMPLOYMENT ADVANCEMENT
PART 2
304 - 643

2009



30 February 24, 2009 00030[.
mm/gdm HIGHER EDUCATION AND 10:00 A.M.
EMPLOYMENT ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Senator McDonald.
SENATOR MCDONALD: Thank you and good morning.
REP. WILLIS: Good morning, Senator.

SENATOR MCDONALD: I guess 7 years into my tenure
in this building, this is my first opportunity
to appear before this Committee. It's good to
see all the Representatives here. I don't see
any of my colleagues from the Senate doing
their work, so I'm glad, yet again, the House
is doing all the heavy lifting. Right?

REP. WILLIS: That's right. Exactly. We'll give

you anything you want now. You could just go.

Well, it's nice to have you here. We're a
very nice, friendly committee. And I think we
were hit by an epidemic of -- of illness here.
So quite a few of our members are out ill
today.

SENATOR MCDONALD: There's a -- there's a lot of
that going around. But I think it's ill over
the scope of the budget problems in the
session.

But I'm here today to talk about Bill 5834 and
I appreciate the Committee raising the Bill.
This is a piece of legislation that would
actually start to plan for the future rather
than dealing with the current crisis. But
this would allow us, in the Stamford area, to
start a plan for what we know to be an
existing problem with the use of a parking
garage facility at the Stamford branch of the
University of Connecticut.

You may not know that the University of
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Connecticut at Stamford is -- is built on a
property that was a reuse of a department
store. And while the state did a wonderful
job in building the building, the parking
garage was the existing parking garage for a
department store. It's in very bad shape. It
is actually across a six lane state highway
from the -- from the school itself. And it is
built directly on a river, right up -- it
borders right up against a river.

The building -- the garage is dilapidated and,
frankly, something is going to have to happen
with it in the next few years. It's too large
for the number of spots that are needed for
the students and we are hoping to use this
period when there's not a lot of money to
start to plan, so that when, and if, we do
emerge from this recession, we will be,
hopefully, better positioned to make better
use of that property.

So this legislation is asking to allow the
Associate Vice Provost of the Stamford campus
to start planning with agencies and volunteers
from the Stamford area about what the highest
and best use of that property would be in the
future. It is, as I said, right along a river
and the city of Stamford has a long term plan
and has, over the last 15 years, of assembling
a walkway up and down that river. It's right
in the middle of downtown. So we want the
University of Connecticut to be very
intimately involved with the city
administration in that planning effort. So
that when, and if, something is done with the
parking garage, it is done in a coordinated
fashion between the University of Connecticut
and the city administration.

So frankly, we don't think that this



oy
32 February 24, 2009 000306
mm/gdm HIGHER EDUCATION AND 10:00 A.M.

EMPLOYMENT ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE ’

would have any financial impact. We
anticipate it would be done within available
resources, 1f resources were necessary. And
I'm pretty confident that, we, in the Stamford
area, would be able to prevail upon many of
the corporations that have a lot their
employees doing programs at the University of
Connecticut to help fund any incidental costs
for the study.

I'd be happy to take any questions.
REP. WILLIS: Questions or comments.
Yes, Representative Sawyer.
REP. SAWYER: Good morning.

SENATOR MCDONALD: Good morning.

REP. SAWYER: It -- I guess I'm a little taken
back. It's one of the first times I've ever
heard that the -- one of our universities has

too much parking. It's such an interesting --
interesting thought process. You usually
don't get that. It's usually just the
opposite. And then oh, by the way, we have to
pay when we have to go basketball games.

So my question for you is, do you have a feel

for how over large this is? And -- and in
your study of the campus -- I know it's
putting you right on the spot -- do you see

the campus is in a growing situation, is being
in a relative stable situation for future --
just for my --

SENATOR MCDONALD: Sure.

REP. SAWYER: -- forgot what the lay of the land is
here.
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SENATOR MCDONALD: Well, part of -- part of the

REP.

problem is that this garage, I believe, don't
hold me to this number, I believe it's about a
1200 car garage. It's a four story garage.
Frankly, sections of it have been blocked off
for extended period of time because of safety
concerns with -- with the garage. It is in a
very, sometimes a very precarious state. The
administration has made significant repairs to
it. But, frankly, it's a lot of band aid
elements to it.

And there are certainly safety hazards with
the students crossing the six lanes of
state -- state road to get from the parking
garage to the building itself.

To answer your question more directly --

SAWYER: How -- how -- how do they get across?

‘ SENATOR MCDONALD: They -- well, we had to put up

REP.

some barriers so they stopped the jaywalking
component of it after some very tragic
incidents. But they have to go down about a
full block and then cross at a major crossing
intersection.

SAWYER: Thank you.

SENATOR MCDONALD: But the -- the goal is to,

frankly, perhaps reconsider where the parking
garage should exist at all. So, frankly,
using prime real estate along the river for a
parking garage is -- is probably not the
highest and best use of that -- of that
property. The University has additional
property immediately to -- adjacent to the
east of the -- of the school itself that is a
potential site for parking as well.

800307
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But to answer your question, the -- the hope
is that the administration will continue to
expand the course offerings and degree
programs that are available at the school. It
has always been a tension -- I suspect this is
true for all of the satellite campuses that,
somehow, allowing the satellite campuses to
grow would somehow inhibit the opportunities
at Storrs.

I -- at least -- I won't speak for any place
else, but at least for Stamford, I can tell
you most assuredly, that the students who want
to go there are not coming to Storrs. If they
don't go to -- to the University of
Connecticut, they're going to go to Pace.
They're going to go to Fairfield. They're
going to go to Sacred Heart. But a lot of
them are -- are within commuting distance.

The part time students are living at home.
They're not -- it's not a choice between
Stamford and Storrs. And I -- we have been
working with the administration and I think
we've made some progress in letting them
understand that allowing for additional growth
and development at that campus, would in no
way jeopardize the programs in Storrs. And,
in fact, would allow the University to enhance
its relationships with -- with the
corporations in the area.

REP. WILLIS: Yes, Representative Hurlburt.
REP. HURLBURT: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Good morning, Senator. How are you today?

SENATOR MCDONALD: I'm well, Representative. Thank
you.
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REP. HURLBURT: 1Is -- is there -- is there an issue

between the Board of Trustees in deciding what
to do with this parking garage currently? I'm
wondering why is there a need for -- for
legislation. Is it just because they --
procedurally there needs to be a bill that
passes, or will this kind of prompt them to be
a little bit more diligent in the study?>

SENATOR MCDONALD: I don't see those as mutually

REP.

REP.

REP.

exclusive, Representative.

HURLBURT: Well -- very well spoken, the
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee,
everybody. Thank you very much, Madam Chair.
WILLIS: Any other questions or comments.
Yes, Representative Noujaim.

NOUJAIM: Thank you Madam Chair.

Good morning, Senator.

SENATOR MCDONALD: Good morning.

REP.

REP.

REP.

NOUJAIM: I was planning on giving you a round
of applause for -- for admitting -- for
recognizing how hard members of the House
work. But I was afraid that the Chair would
rule me out of order, so I did not do that.

WILLIS: No, I wouldn't have.
NOUJAIM: Thank you Madam Chair.

Senator, I have a couple of questions I'd like
to ask you. In the study, and I think you may
have touched upon it, is there a -- is there a
fiscal note, insofar as the cost of the study
or approximate cost of the study?
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SENATOR MCDONALD: I certainly hope not. I think

REP.

it would -- so that's why I said it would be
within available appropriations. The bill
would allow for the Provost to bring in five
people from the community to assist in the
study. We anticipate all of those individuals
volunteering their efforts. And if there are
any incidental costs, I am very confident that
there are a number of corporations that
already have existing partnerships with the
UCONN Stamford Branch. I'm very confident we
would be able to get them to fund any
incidental costs for -- for the study.

NOUJAIM: Thank you. The reason for which I
ask was we had a -- a study in our area in
Waterbury, and the study cost $2.1 million.
So usually things sometimes snowball.

SENATOR MCDONALD: Yeah. This -- I mean -- this is

REP.

not -- just so we're clear -- this is not a
coming up with a strategic plan for what would
be done with the property. 1It's to analyze
the highest and best use of that property and
understanding how that property could fit into
the overall mission of the -- of the campus.

NOUJAIM: Thank you, Senator. And I think to
second or to -- to tag on to Representative
Sawyer's comment -- in Waterbury, the UCONN
Branch, started five years ago with 400
students. And now, they are up to 1100
students with a waiting list. And they have
so much outgoing (inaudible.) to have. So
hopefully you will have the same situation --
the same experience there.

SENATOR MCDONALD: We are -- we are busting with

students.
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REP. NOUJAIM: Yeah.

SENATOR MCDONALD: -- which is a great problem to
have.

REP. NOUJAIM: Exactly. Thank you, Senator.
REP. WILLIS: A few more questions.

First of all, Senator, it's very hard for me

to visualize the parking garage -- the school.
Is -- is there a map or something that the
Committee could -- I'm concerned about some of

the safety issues you raised. That's --
that's one question.

The other thing, to let you know that the
Torrington campus will be taking care of
(inaudible). We've -- we're the poor man on
the block. Where -- it's our turn. So I'm a
little prejudiced.

Any other questions?
SENATOR MCDONALD: You're -- you're entitled to be.

REP. WILLIS: But I -- I do want to say you're
absolutely right about the student body. They
are not the students that would go to the
University at Storrs. They are students, who
by and large, some of them have actually been
at Storrs, did not like it, and are now back
at the smaller campuses because particularly,
in my area, it's a rural area, they're not

necessarily used to being -- or comfortable at
a large campus with tens of thousands of
students. So they've -- they've done much
better and are graduating from our campus. I

appreciate your comments there.

Yes, Representative Janowski.
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REP. JANOWSKI: Thank you. Good morning.
SENATOR MCDONALD: Good morning.

REP. JANOWSKI: Just a couple of quick questions.
Is the garage expected to be open during the
study?

SENATOR MCDONALD: Oh, ves.
REP. JANOWSKI: Okay.
SENATOR MCDONALD: It couldn't function without it.

REP. JANOWSKI: Okay. And that would have been my
next question. If you -- the bill focuses on
the highest and best use. Could that
potentially include closing the garage, and if
that is the case, would there be sufficient
parking on campus to meet the student needs
without the garage or would something else
have to be built?

SENATOR MCDONALD: Something -- if -- if -- if it
determined and the administration and the
legislature approved it -- if that garage was
closed, a suitable alternative would have to
be constructed. There's not -- there's not
adequate surface parking to -- to deal with
it. There is a -- there are two parking
garages -- municipal parking garages. You
know what, actually, there is a very large
municipal parking garage within about two or

three hundred yards of -- of the campus that
it is underutilized. So I -- I don't know the
answer to that, Representative. I suspect

there would have to be some new parking
created. But there might be an opportunity to
utilize some of the nearby parking as well.
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REP. JANOWSKI: And the property currently is owned
by the state?

SENATOR MCDONALD: That's correct.

REP. JANOWSKI: Okay. So if there is a potential
that the -- the garage, let's say, or the land
would be sold, could some of that -- those
dollars go to a new facility?

SENATOR MCDONALD: I guess anything is -- is
possible. I suspect it is a urban campus and
I would presume that the administration would
want to hold the land for potential reuse
of -- of that existing land. But it is
possible that it could be sold. And frankly,
it would fit in unbelievably well with a --
the development of that whole area of downtown
where this park system is being put into place
around the -- around the river that I was
talking about.

But to answer Representative Willis' question,
we will get you a map of the site so that you
can see -- so all of the members of the
Committee can see the -- the structure, where
it's situated in relation to the building and
what other land the administration holds title
to, in the surrounding area.

REP. JANOWSKI: Well, it sounds like it could be or
it may be prime land for development, which to
me, would appear that if it is sold, it would
be somewhat of a lucrative venture, so that
some other plan that could be put in place to
better accommodate the students' parking --
the campus parking situation. So I wish you
well with the study. I don't have any problem
with -- with this bill.

One other question I have has to do with the
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proximity again. Representative Willis
brought up a good point. The garage, with the
campus you mentioned, is a six lane highway or

SENATOR MCDONALD: State road.

REP. JANOWSKI: -- area that had -- is there any
potential, if it is decided to improve the
garage and keep it, is there any potential of
some type of a walkway to be built between the
garage and the campus, sort of like a second
story -- similar to what we have in this
building attaching the two buildings here.

SENATOR MCDONALD: The -- the, you know, I should
say that the six lane road, because it was so
dangerous and we had so many accidents, the
State Department of Transportation actually
created a median divider, went up about two or
three feet to prevent people for doing the
jaywalking thing and not making it across the
six -- six lanes before they got hit.

And -- and to answer your second question, the
Department of Transportation is responsible
for determining whether to ever allow a
walkway over a state road. And, at least my
history with them on that subject, is that
they are loath to approve such a -- such a
development. They don't do it.

REP. JANOWSKI: Okay. Thank you very much.
REP. WILLIS: Thank you, Senator.

SENATOR MCDONALD: Thank you very much for your
time.

REP. WILLIS: Nice to see you. We hope you come
back again.
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