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Opposed, nays.

The ayes have it. Senate A is adopted.

Will you remark further on Senate Bill 262 as
amended by Senate A?
SENATOR MEYER:

Mr. President, if there's no objection, could

this kindly be added to the consent calendar?

THE CHAIR:
Is there any further discussion on the bill? If

not, there's a motion on the floor to place the item

on consent. Seeing no objection, _so _ordered.
Mr. Clerk.

THE CLERK:
\
Calendar page 9, Calendar 591, Files Number 165,

812 and 886, Substitute for House Bill 6572, AN ACT

CONCERNING BANNING BPA IN CHILDREN'S PRODUCTS AND FOOD
PRODUCTS, as amended by House Amendment Schedule A,
favorable report of the Committee on Environment and
General Law.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Thank you, Mr. President. I move acceptance of
the Joint Committee's favorable report and passage of

the bill in concurrence with the House of
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Representatives.

THE CHAIR:

Acting on approval and acceptance of the bill,
sir, would you like to remark further?
SENATOR MEYER:

Yes, Mr. President, just briefly.

Colleagues, this is a bill that deals with a toxic
chemical called bisphenol-A. Bisphenol-A is an
endocrine inhibitor and, by that, I mean, it has toxic
affects with respect to neurological disorders. It
has been found in testing to cause breast and prostate
cancer. It has been found in testing to cause
diabetes. And, in one Japanese study, it was found to
cause miscarriages during term of pregnancy.

The evidence, with respect to the toxic effects
of this chemical, have become incre -- increasingly
strong. And the result of that has been that in the
last year the State of Minnesota has banned
bisphenol-A in baby bottles realizing that the
particular toxic affect is on young children. And
Suffolk County, New York, and Chicago just this year
banned bisphenol-A Canada has put bisphenol-A on the
hazard list. Connecticut is, in this bill, if it
passes and is signed by the Governor is taking a

significant step for the safety of our children.
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The bill, in effect, prohibits two types of
containers. The first type of container containing
bisphenol-A is containers containing infant formula or
baby food to -- targeting, again, the youngest of our
children. And the second container are -- is what the
bill calls reusable food or beverage containers which
are defined to include baby bottles, spill-proof cups,
sports bottles and thermoses.

There are alternatives to BPA, to bisphenol-A.
We felt that the industry needs some time to use those
alternatives if the industry is not already using
those alternatives. And so the bill would make the
effective date two and a half years from now, October
1, 2011. The bill also -- in its underlying form, has
a labeling requirement and in that connection, Mr.
President, I wonder if the Clerk could kindly call LCO
7901.
THE CHAIR:

Mr. Clerk.
THE CLERK:

LCO 7901, which will be designated Senate

Amendment Schedule A. It is offered by Senator Meyer

of the 12th District.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
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SENATOR MEYER:

Mr. President, I move this amendment and ask
permission to summarize.
THE CHAIR:

Please proceed, sir.
SENATOR MEYER:

Some of you expressed concern about the warning
label on the underlying bill, feeling that it would
cause a considerable cost to the manufactures in
having to put this label on. It would cause
inconvenience in terms of where to send trucks into
Connecticut with that label and not -- for not other
states. It was felt also that it could hurt the
industry at a very difficult financial year for all of
us; and, therefore, at your request, and I believe
we -- in concurrence the House sponsors, we are
proposing this amendment to strike Section 3, which is
the labeling -- the labeling section.

So what this amendment does, Mr. President, is it
just strikes the labeling section, which is Section 3.
THE CHAIR:

Thank you, Senator Meyer.

Will you remark further on Senate A? Remark
further? Senator DeFronzo.

SENATOR DEFRONZO:
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Thank you, Mr. President. Just request a roll

call vote on this amendment.
THE CHAIR:

A roll call vote will be ordered, sir.

Remark further? Senator Lebeau.
SENATOR LEBEAU:

Thank you, Mr. President. Good morning.
THE CHAIR:

Good morning, sir -- or good afternoon.
SENATOR LEBEAU:

Good afternoon.

THE CHAIR:
It's morning somewhere.
SENATOR LEBEAU:
Somewhere.
THE CHAIR:
Chicago.
SENATOR LEBEAU:

Oh. 1I'd like to thank the proponent of this
amendment for bringing this out for -- to us today. I
think that this is a -- now a very -- once this
amendment is adopted, it's a very good bill. I think
the -- before this section was struck, or as the -- as
the underlying bill currently exists, it's a little

heavy handed on the business and Connecticut would be
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difficult for retailers to -- to keep up with this, to

do the requirements that were built into the bill.
And I -- and I think you've said it, Senator
Meyer, the -- this is a difficult fiscal time. This

would have added another mandate on retailers and on

the producers of bottles and cans. I'm not sure even
exactly how it would have -- would have effected all
of the producers of bottle -- bottles of cans -- oh,

my Lord. So I'd like to thank you for bringing this
out today. And I think it's -- it makes this good
bill a better bill. Thank you very much.

THE CHAIR:

Thank you, sir.

Will you remark further on Senate A?

Senator McKinney.

SENATOR MCKINNEY:

Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, if I
could just for purposes of understanding where the
bill is in the process, some questions, through you to
the -- my friend and Co-Chair of the Environment
Committee. i
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.

SENATOR MEYER:

Thank you, Mr. President.
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The bill as I understand it passed the House with
the warning label amendment on it. But I -- I didn't
-- what was the vote in the House of Representatives
on the -- on the bill before us, through you, Mr.
President.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President, to Senator McKinney.
I beli -- I believe the vote was 130 to 14.

THE CHAIR:

Senator McKinney.

SENATOR MCKINNEY:

Thank you. So I won't hold you to the exact
count, but it was an overwhelming vote in support of
the bill.

Through you, Mr. President. I -- I don't believe
Senator Meyer referenced there have been different --
there have been different discussions by outside
groups about the potential constitutionality and
whether there's a constitutional chain -- challenge to
the warning label requirement.

Through you, Mr. President. With respect to that
issue, has our Attorney General been asked for an

opinion as to the constitutionallity of the warning
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label provision? 1If so, what is his conclusion?
Through you, Mr. President.
THE CHAIR:
Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President. 1In answer to Senator
McKinney, yes, Senator. Richard Blumenthal, the
Attorney General, was asked. He looked at the opinion
of the industry's counsel, which raised some
constitutional issues, and he wrote back to sponsors
of the bill just last week on May 14. And happy to
share his -- his legal opinion with you, but it
represents with -- with a citation of precedents other
cases that there is no constitutional problem or issue
in his mind.

THE CHAIR:

Senator McKinney.
SENATOR MCKINNEY:

Thank -- thank you, Senator Meyer. And I believe
that's the questions I had. Thank you very much, sir.
And -- and just to reference a discussion yesterday, I
certainly wouldn't say that because the Attorney
General's issued that opinion that that means he's
right. But, I'm -- I would -- I'm comforted that our

Attorney General has issued that opinion because that
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means that he would then be willing to defend this law
in court against the challenge.

Obviously, if the Attorney General were to have
reached a different conclusion, he probably would have
advised striking the language. So I think the issue
before us in terms of the amendment to strike the
language 1is not an amendment warranted or based upon
potential constitutional challenges. It may be one
based on other representations that members of the
circle have said.

Mr. President, I -- I intend to oppose this
amendment. I think that we have a good bill before
us. It passed the House overwhelmingly, and I think
we can pass it here in the Senate, as well. Thank
you.

THE CHAIR:

Thank you, sir. Will you remark further on
Senate A? If not, Mr. Clerk, please call for a roll
call vote. The machine will be opened.

THE CLERK:

Immediate roll call has been ordered in the

Senate. Will all senators please return to the

chamber. An immediate roll call has been ordered in

the Senate. Will all senators please return to the

chamber.
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[PAUSE]

THE CHAIR:

If all senators have voted? If all senators have
voted, please check your vote. The machine will be
closed. The Clerk will call the tally.

THE CLERK:
Motion is on adoption of Senate Amendment

Schedule A

Total Number Voting 34

Those voting Yea 25

Those voting Nay S

Those absent and not voting 2
THE CHAIR:

The amendment passes.

Will you remark further on the bill as amended by
Senate A?

Senator Boucher.
SENATOR BOUCHER:

Thank you, Mr. President.

Mr. President, through you, a few questions for
the proponent of this bill.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR BOUCHER:

There have been some questions raised that we



002837

ckd 22
SENATE May 21, 2009

need a little clarification as to certain products
that have some of this noxious chemicals in possibly
the caps of them and the linings of various products
that raise some concerns about its applicability
across the board. And so, through you, if the
proponent could talk a little bit about those concerns
expressed both in testimony and in emails that we
received about how far reaching this is and both its
benefits and its limitations, as well.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Yes. Through you, Mr. President, to Senator
Boucher, the underlying test in Connecticut was done
by a nonprofit organization called Environmental and
Human Health, Inc., which did a very careful study
last year. And it targeted not only baby bottles but
also other containers that have plastic on them,
sometimes in just the cap, as you're suggesting,
Senator. And what bisphenol-A does is it makes
plastic hard. There are alternatives to it, but
that's what it does. And so you find bisphenol-A, not
just in baby bottles, but also in a variety of other
things like -- like the caps, thermos bottles, the

sort of permanent sports -- sports drink, those kinds
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of things. And that's why the bill addresses those
other reusable containers.
THE CHAIR:
Senator Boucher.
SENATOR BOUCHER:

Through you, Mr. President, then it appears that
this is fairly a wide -- it's casting a very wide net
across a number of individual products, and has there
been any kind of analysis done on -- to the degree
that this could actually be feasible given all of
those products? Could he elaborate a little bit more,
through you, Mr. Chair -- Mr. President, on what some
of those other products would be?

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

The majority of containers in our country contain
bisphenol-A or a var -- or another alternative to it.
Indeed, the original version of this bill, the
original, not the version we're voting on today,
actually by 2011 prohibited any containers using
bisphenol-A, at all. It went right across the field.
The -- the science seemed to have -- have built up
that case. But the feeling was that we should move it

in a little bit more incremental way. We don't want
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to affect our businesses. We want to protect people
at the same time. And the real target population
we're trying to protect because of what bisphenol-A
studies show is the youngest of our children. So
that's why we -- we're dealing with it in that matter
instead of in totality.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Boucher.
SENATOR BOUCHER:

Throug@ you, Mr. President, it -- it appears
then -- and I agree wholeheartedly that we should be
targeting baby bottles and -- and items to our
youngest and most vulnerable population, no question
about it, but, again, I'm not clear, and I need a
little clarification.

Beyond baby bottles and certain baby products,
what other products would be affected that we might
limiting its sale of in -- in Connecticut? Through
you, Mr. President.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President, the other products
are set forth in Section 1. And they include, not

only baby bottles, but spill-proof cups, sports
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bottles and thermoses. And those are -- those are the

other reusable container products that the bill
targets.
THE CHAIR:
Senator Boucher.
SENATOR BOUCHER:

Thank you, Mr. President, that's very helpful.
So sports bottles and would that also, through you,
include sports drinks in addition to sports bottles?
Through you, Mr. President.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

For the purpose of legislative intent, it does
not include sports drinks, like Gatorade. It -- it --
it identifies sports bottles as that permanent type,
often plastic container, in which -- which you're --
you intend to bring back. It may say Boston Red Sox
on it or New York Yankees or something of that kind.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Boucher.

SENATOR BOUCHER:

Thank you, Mr. President, and, through you. It

appears that if these products are not made within

Connecticut then to comply with Connecticut rules, the
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manufactures may have to create a different product.
Let's hope they create it for their entire industry.
But it would -- it would possibly require that in
order to sell that product in Connecticut, they may
have to have a different product? Through you, Mr.
Chairman -- Mr. President.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President, to Senator Boucher,
the direction of industry and in the country is -- 1is
-- is not to have a different product, but it's to
have a different chemical. And so there are -- there
are alternatives, and I giv -- I'll give you the
science on that if you'd like. There are alternatives
to bisphenol-A in all different kinds of products.

And that's the direction I think the country is moving
in.

Indeed, the Attorney General got a consent decree
from five companies who are using baby bottles with
bisphenol-A. And the consent decree is that they
would no longer use bisphenol-A in the State of
Connecticut. So I -- I think -- I think the market is
moving away from this chemical.

THE CHAIR:
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Senator Boucher.
SENATOR BOUCHER:

Thank you, Mr. President. And I -- I thank the
good senator for his answers to the questions.
There's no -- there -- it's certainly the case that
we're all concerned, particularly about the items that
were just mentioned that have to do with baby bottles
and baby products for certain. The only caveat I
would have -- and I know that most of us certainly
support the underlying bill, the bill that we're going
to be voting on -- but just as we learned so much
about MTBEs, as an additive to our gasoline, at a time
when they thought this was a good thing to do and it
became a very dangerous product to the point -- it
then later had to be banned. We have to move very
carefully in whatever their substitutes may be
developed or used in these products that -- that we
are consuming because there's no question that they're
-- they're now -- we are moving into a period of time
when additives both to our food, to our products, to
our gasoline could have a very detrimental effect on
our health and the nation's health, in fact.

So, of course, we support this particular bill,
but raise the issue of being very cautious and using

the same kind of analysis and discrimination on
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whatever substitute products may be used to accomplish
the same goals. There's so much that is inside the
lining of our tin cans and our thermos bottles and so
many other things that we purchase. So, I --
hopefully, the scrutiny will -- will follow through on
that as well.

I thank you very much for the time, Mr.
President, and look forward to voting for the bill.
THE CHAIR:

Thank you, ma'am.

Senator Kane.
SENATOR KANE:

Thank you, Mr. President. I believe that the
Environment Committee did, obviously, a great deal of
work on this particular item. And I -- you know,
having two small children myself, I can appreciate the
studies that have come out talking about the baby
products, the baby bottles that type of thing and --
and I wholeheartedly agree that.

My question goes back to even what Senator LeBeau
mentioned about the effects that this will have on
business. We know that this chemical is found in
many, many products besides the baby products that are
-~ that are mentioned in the bill. I, for example, in

my home town have a water bottler, and they probably
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have well over 300 jobs in our community, and they
make reusable water bottles, the water coolers that we
all hang around and talk near. But, more importantly,
this bill speaks to that, and that's why I'm a bit
fearful or concerned about it.

So, through you, Mr. President. I have a few
questions to the proponent of the bill.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR KANE:

Thank you, Mr. President.

Senator Meyer, in your work on the Environment
Committee in this bill you mentioned in your opening
remarks about studies. Can you speak to those studies
a bit and -- and what they've found and how clear or
definitive their efforts were in regards to the
reusable products and in -- that are mentioned in --
in this bill? Through you, Mr. President.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President, to Senator Kane.
Senator Kane, my -- my file contains literally doz --
dozens of studies. And, as I said to Senator Boucher,

the studies, in my opinion, started with the study
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that was done right here in Connecticut by the
Environment and Human Health Organization. And it
found, just for example, it found that BPA-based
rosins are used as linings in cans for food and
beverages and residuals BPA can migrate from these
resins into the liquid in the can, and can food makes
up an estimated 17 percent of the US diet. So the
study actually goes after, not just infant --
containers for infants, but containers for all of us,
infant and adult alike. So it's got -- it's a very --
studies are actually quite pervasive but -- but what
particularly interested the Environment Committee was
the effect on infants. And -- and the physicians that
were consulted in these studies all said that -- that
the younger you are, the more sensitive you're going
to be to the toxic affects of this chemical. And
that's why we targeted primarily infant containers.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Kane.
SENATOR KANE:

Thank you, Mr. President.

Is it an -- it's an assumption by mine, I think,
but is it a safe assumption to wonder when we talk
about the infant products is that because they're

heated up, let's say, in a microwave or on the stove,
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which -- which allows the release of these chemicals
through the -- through the product that's in the baby

bottle? Through you, Mr. President.
SENATOR MEYER:
Well --
THE CHAIR:
Senator Meyer.
SENATCOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President, indeed the
Connecticut study says just that. It says substances,
such as caffeine, sodium chloride, vegetable oils and
glucose can increase BPA migration because of rising
temperatures.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Kane.
SENATOR KANE:

And that's what I thought you would say. And the
reason I bring that us is because when we talk about
water bottles they're not heated up and there is no
caffeine so that's why I'm curious. If this study is
so specific to the baby products and products that may
get heated up, why that would be put in the bill?
Through you, Mr. President.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
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SENATOR MEYER:

The studies that I've looked at don't say that --
that rising temperatures in the container increases
the toxic affect of bisphenol-A. The toxic affect is
there according to the studies regardless of
temperature. It's jus -- in other words, it's a rate
of increase of -- of Bisphenol-A toxic effect when the
container is heated.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Kane.
SENATOR KANE:

Thank you, Mr. President. That -- and I'm a bit
confused because in my first question you answered in
the affirmative that when a product is heated up, the
toxins rise and get into the food product. Now you're
telling me that it's not necessarily the case. So,
that's why I'm confused. Through you, Mr. President.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.

SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President. Let me -- let me
read the conclusion of this study once again because I
think it's making the point. It says, Substances,
such as caffeine, sodium chloride, vegetable oils and

glucose will increase BPA -- increase BPA migration
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because of rising temperatures.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Kane.
SENATOR KANE:

Thank you. And -- and that's where my second
question came to in regard to the products I was
mentioning, which don't have any of those ingredients
nor are they heated up to the same temperature. And
that's why I was concerned about having those products
in this bill. But I -- I -- I still think there's
some gray area there. And that's where my confusion
comes from because on the one hand we're saying that
as these products are heated up, the toxins or the
resins get into the food product but -- and it's --
you mentioned certain ingredients, if you will, for
lack of a better term -- and the reusable bottlers --
bot£les fulfill neither one of those criteria so
that's where I'm confused.

I do -- I also see in part of the bill here it
talks about compact discs. So I'm imagining that this
chemical is in many more products besides just cans
and bottles of food products. 1In any of these
studies, through you, Mr. President, has there been
another way of these chemicals to get into our bodies

through touch? Any -- any other examples besides just
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ingesting? Through you, Mr. President.
SENATOR MEYER:

To Senator Kane, through you, Mr. President, the
Environment Committee and -- and myself, as chair of
Environment, concentrated solely on containers with --
with food and drink, and we didn't -- we did not take
up any other possible contact with bisphenol-A.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Kane.
SENATOR KANE:

Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. President.

The reason I bring that up and -- is because it
seems to me to have some more ambiguity because it
does -- this chemical is ﬁot only in these products
that you mentioned but in a whole plethora of products
that we use every day in our daily lives. It may be
in my tie. I don't -- I don't know. I know that I
send my clothes to the dry cleaners, and there's

probably a lot more chemicals being used on my suit

than may be in -- in a bottle of water. So that's
where -- that's where this, you know, concerns me is
because we -- we looked at this one particular item,

but we're coming into contact with these every day,

and I think that's where some inconsistencies lie.
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But I thank the -- I thank the Senator for his

answers. 1 appreciate it. I -- I -- I still have

some very deep concerns about the bill.

Thank you, Mr. President.
THE CHAIR:

Thank you, sir. Will you remark further on the
bill?

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Just in --
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer -- excuse me one second.

Senator Fasano.
SENATOR FASANO:

I apologize, Mr. President. I thought Senator
Kissel was standing up to be recognized.

If I can, Mr. President, through you to Senator
Meyer, if I may.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR FASANO:

Senator Meyer, with respect to this bill in terms
of items it covers, is it accurate that it covers food
products for children? Would that be an accurate

statement? Through you, Mr. President.
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SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President, it actually doesn't
cover food products. It covers containers containing
food products primarily for children.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Fasano.
SENATOR FASANO:

So, if I'm correct, through you, Mr. President,
that it is the container that houses, if you would,
these food products if it contains that particular
chemical then those items would be covered under this
bill; is that correct? Through you, Mr. President.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.

SENATOR MEYER:

That's correct, effective October 1, 2011.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Fasano.

SENATOR FASANO:

Then, through you, Mr. President, if I may, to
the good Senator. Where would -- are there
substitutes once this becomes law that can take
effect? And if the answer to this -- I apologize. I
was outside of the chamber for a little bit -- are

there substitutes which can take its place that
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businesses could strive for starting in 2011? Through
you, Mr. President.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.

SENATOR MEYER: -

Through you, Mr. President, I -- I -- I don't
want to be -- give too much detail but -- but let
me -- we looked carefully at this before we introduce
this bill.

SENATOR FASANO:

Sure. |
SENATOR MEYER:

And -- and we discovered that -- that BPA free --
in other words, containers that are BPA free are used
by such major companies as -- as Nestle and Similac.
They no longer use BPA to harden the plastic. And
there are -- there are a bunch of other chemicals,
suc@ as polypropylene, polyethylene and other
polyesters that are -- are being increasingly used
instead of bisphenol-A. And I have more for you if
you want to read this.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Fasano.

SENATOR FASANO:

Thank you, Mr. President. And I thank Senator
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Meyer for that information.

Are -- Similac I'm very familiar with.
Obviously, Nestles, I'm also familiar with. Would
those be items that -- is that made by one company
that makes it for those two companies, or are there
many companies in which people could seek out to get
the proper coating of the -- of the containers such
that they would be compliant with this proposed law?
Through you, Mr. President.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

If the -- through you, Mr. President, if the
question is are there many companies that make the
alternatives, I -- I don't know the answer to that
question. But there's no doubt that the industry is
going to companies that do make the alternatives. And
I got a list, for example, not just Nestle and
Similac, but also Gerber Foods has -- has gone --
major baby food manufacturer is gone to BPA-free
products that are made by éompanies manufacturing
alternatives.

THE CHAIR:
Senator Fasano.

SENATOR FASANO:
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Thank you, Mr. President.

And, if I may, through you, Mr. President, when
this law goes into effect, how would it be that -- do
you know of any way we're going to notify those
companies that we now have sort of changed in
circumstances? Does the bill speak how these
companies would be notified, or is it we're relying
upon the industry itself to make it aware of these
rules? Through you, Mr. President.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Yes. Through you, Mr. President, to Senator
Fasano, my -- my experience over the last two years
with this -- with this chemical has been that the
industry knows well, very well, what the Connecticut
General Assembly is doing. And so I -- I think
there's a general awareness in the industry. Indeed,
there's a general awareness in the country with
respect to the questions that are increasingly being
raised about bisphenol-A. So I -- I don't think
there's any problem. In a -- in an abundance of
caution though, you'll notice that we -- we exempted
existing inventory and on -- and permitting the

industry to sell existing inventory until October 1,
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2012. So I think we have -- we protected both the

consumer, certainly first, and secondly, the industry.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Fasano.
SENATOR FASANO:

Thank you, Mr. President.

Through you to Senator Meyer, perhaps he

mentioned this -- and I apologize, once again I was
out of the chamber for a little while -- but are there
other states that have enacted this -- this law?

THE CHAIR: |

Be more than happy to play back that tape for you
too, Senator Fasano, if you'd like.
Senator Meyer.

SENATOR MEYER:

Yes. As I -- as I said before -- as -- as I --
as I said -- said, previously, we've had a growing
restriction on this chemical. The State of -- the

state of Minnesota; Suffolk County, New York, right

next door just recently in the last month actually I
think. Chicago just last week prohibited it. It's

also on the hazard list of Canada. So -- and there

are bills pending very similar to this bill in about
15 states now waiting to take legislative action.

THE CHAIR:
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Senator Fasano.
SENATOR FASANO:

Thank you, Mr. President.

If I can, through you, Mr. President, it's my
understanding perhaps some of those bills are not
identical. They -- they've made other exceptions.
Would that be a fair statement that there are other
exceptions for which maybe they provided for,
Connecticut didn't or maybe Connecticut provided for
and they have didn't -- they have not, so, therefore,
it's like different versions of the same intent?
Through you, Mr. President.

SENATOR MEYER:

Yes. Tprough you, Mr. President, that -- that's
correct —--

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

That's cor -- that's correct, Senator Fasano.
Indeed the Minnesota bill is -- is different than the
bill before us in that it targets baby bottles and
containers containing baby food and makes it effective
much earlier than we do -- makes it effective at the
beginning of 2010.

THE CHAIR:
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Senator Fasano.
SENATOR FASANO:

Thank you, Mr. President.
Mr. President, just a few more through Senator Meyer.
This is the sort of first step to what would be the

protection of children with respect to this chemical.

It's my understanding that, perhaps, the good Senator

next year it may enlarge this to other concerns that
think we both share, which are things, like pacifiers
and toys that children tend to play with during the
teething year, and, perhaps, some of those items may
have this chemical in it, and that's a step that I
think that we may look into on the off year; is that
correct? Through you, Mr. President.
SENATOR MEYER:

Through you --
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President. Indeed, Senator
Fasano, colleagues has introduced an amendment which
-- that would cover pacifiers and that, you know, in
the best of all worlds that would be covered in this
bill today but because we're nearing the end of the

session, we'll -- we'll work on that and other
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amendments next year. And I appreciate your -- your

interest and your expertise in that regard.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Fasano.
SENATOR FASANO:

Thank you, Mr. President. Yes, I think that, you
know, those were concerns that we had, and I know we
discussed that. And to keep the bill moving and not
calling that amendment that I think many of us share
and so not to possibly endanger the bill when it gets
back to the House and opening up a new can of worms
that, perhaps, the best way of doing that is to handle
it next year in the short session.

If I can, Mr. President, through you to Senator
Meyer. It's my understanding that there are products
which are inventoried in-house that the exception
allow these companies to sell. When we talk about
inventory, if there's a shipment coming in before the
effective date, would that be included for legislative
history or would that be included as part of the
inventory? Through you, Mr. President.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.

SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President. The -- lines 20 to
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28 deal -- deal with the issue of inventory, Senator
Fasano. And, the showing has to be made that -- to

extend the selling of the inventory pass 2011, the
showing has to be made that the -- the containers
containing bisphenol-A were purchased or acquired
prior to October 1, 2011, so that -- that's the
standard that's set up with respective to inventory.
THE CHAIR:

You know, one second. I'm going to put the
Senate at ease for one second. I want going to look
up something.

[AT EASE]
THE CHAIR:

The Senate will come back to order. I believe it
was Senator Fasano's turn.

Senator Fasano.

SENATOR FASANO:

Thank you, Mf. President.

Mr. President, I thank Senator Meyer for his answers
to these questions. I thank the patience of the
President with respect to the questions.

Mr. President, I am supportive of this bill. I
believe, though, that the bill could have excluded, as
it does in Minnesota, food products that I think are

important based upon what we have. And I think that
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the labeling coming off, I think, is a good resolution
because the labeling would have caused a massive
concern for many businesses. Therefore, Mr.
President, although I'm not happy with the fact that
it includes food, I understand where we are and,
perhaps, we can work out something before its
effective date of October of 2011. Thank you, Mr.
President.
THE CHAIR:

Thank you, sir.

Senator Debicella.
SENATOR DEBICELLA:

Thank you, Mr. President. Good afternoon.
THE CHAIR:

Good afternoon, sir.
SENATOR DEBICELLA:

I stand in support of this bill today, Mr.
President, not without some reservations. I'm always
a little leery of legislating science. The FDA has
not yet ruled on this whether it should be banned
completely or whether or not it is completely safe.
We have a lot of studies that we've seen, and back
when I was on the Environment Committee saw a lot of
them about the potential harmful effects of this. So

I believe that the bill we have before us is a very
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narrowly crafted moderate bill that, first off,
narrows the actual scope of the -- of what -- what is
going to be impacted by it but also delays the
implementation until 2011, thereby, making sure that
businesses have enough time to find substitutes for
the BPA in the food container product or the baby
bottles.

So, Mr. President, this is something that, under
normal circumstances I would hope the FDA within the
next two years actually rules on this, so we actually
have scientists rather than us politicians determining
what is actually safe for our families. But because
they have not done that yet and because there are
indications that this could be very harmful,
especially to infants; I believe that it is a prudent
step for us to take this narrowly crafted bill and
adopt it today. And I want to thank both Senator
Meyer and Senator McKinney for their leadership on
this and the Environmental Committee. I think they've
crafted a narrow -- a narrowly crafted bill that
you're going to get some broad bipartisan support on.
So thank you both and thank you, Mr. President.

THE CHAIR:
Thank you, sir.

Senator Caligiuri.
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SENATOR CALIGIURI:

Thank you, Mr. President.

If T may, I have a question, through you to the
proponent of the bill, please.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR CALIGIURI:

Thank you, Mr. President.

For purposes of the legislative record, I'd like
to ask Senator Meyer whether this bill is intended to
cover the large reusable water bottles that are used
for coolers at home and in the work place and which
get refilled by the companies that distribute that
water.

It's my understanding that it is not the
intention of the bill to cover those bottles and, for
purposes of the legislative record, I'd like to ask
the proponent whether that is, in fact, the case.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President, Senator Caligiuri,
that is the case. It does not include those. Indeed,
the examples in the definition are diff -- are very

different than those large water bottles. The
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examples are given are thermos bottles, sports bottles
and baby bottles and spill-proof cups. So we're not
dealing with the -- with the large containers that
you're describing.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Caligiuri.
SENATOR CALIGIURI:

Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. President. I thank Senator Meyer
for that response. One other question to Senator
Meyer, if I may, just for purposes of information
because I rise, ultimately, in support of the bill.

If, in your exchange -- in Senator Meyer's
exchange with Senator Fasano, I believe Senator Fasano
asked the question or asked a question, the response
to which by SeAator Meyer was that there was formula
on the market that was already using bottles that
didn't contain BPA. And my question to Senator Meyer,
through you, Mr. President, is if it turns out that
that's not the case, for example, I'm getting
conflicting information about the product Similac.

And that, in fact, that company that produces that
product is, in fact, using bottles that contain BPA.
How, 1f at all, would that change Senator Meyer's

response to Senator Fasano's question? Through you,
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Mr. President.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President, I think going back to
Similac and the information that's available to me is
that Similac may be using bisphenol-A in some products
in containers for adults but not for children.

The differentiation in the literature that I've
been given shows that Similac, like Nestle and
Gerbers, is being very careful in -- in -- in not
using this for baby products. But for adult product
the answer is that they're -- there's continuing use.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Caligiuri.

SENATOR CALIGIURI:

I thank Senator Meyer for the -- for that
response. And perhaps this is a hypothetical he -- he
doesn't want to address but just for the sake of
discussion, if that turned out not to be the case --
let's just say for the sake of discussion that that
information was inaccurate as it related, for example,
to Similac, would that change the ultimate positioning
that you've taken on the bill and your response to

Senator Fasano?
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THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Through you, Mr. President, let me read you the
report and I'm going to quote it verbatim. It says,
Similac sells powdered and liquid formula in BPA-free
plastic containers.

Now if that turned out to be untrue and that --
that bisphenol-A was being used in infant formulas
sold in the State of Connecticut, I would think that
the bill that, hopefully, will pass today, will
protect those -- those young -- young people. And I
think that's an important health protection.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Caligiuri.
SENATOR CALIGIURI:

Thank you, Mr. President. And I thank Senator
Meyer for that response.

And I agree and ultimately that's the reason I
will be voting for the bill is because I believe we
need to protect, especially, the youngest members of
our population from something that may prove to be
and, in fact, the evidence is suggesting can be
extremely harmful to them. But, with respect to the

impact that the bill could have on access to infant
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formula in the marketplace once this becomes
effective. If the report turns out not to be true,
the question I have, in my mind, is will there be
ready access to infant formula in the marketplac€é by
the time this provision becomes effective? Because, I
think, one of the issues for our consideration would
be can people get this product in a timely fashion for
their babies in the future if that information turns
out to be inaccurate? Through you, Mr. President.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

 Through you, Mr. President. That's why the
sponsors and advocates of this bill stretched the
effective date out to -- for two and half years to
October 2011, believing that this will give the
manufacturers time to use these -- these different
alternatives.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Caligiuri.
SENATOR CALIGIURI:

Thank you, Mr. President.

I thank Senator Meyer for those responses, and,
as I indicated at least twice, I thank him for his

work, and I intend to support the bill because I
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believe it's an important public health measure.

Thank you, Mr. President.
THE CHAIR:

Remark further?

Senator McLachlan.
SENATOR MCLACELAN:

Thank you, Mr. President.
And, through you to the proponent of the bill, I have
some questions, please.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MCLACHLAN:

Through you, Mr. President, Senator Meyer, I see
that an awful lot of work has gone into this and I
applaud the efforts of the -- you and the Environment
Committee for all the research you've done. I'm
reading what you've probably read also is that some of
the conflicting reports about BPA. And I just wanted
to flesh out a few things if I may.

Through you, Mr. President, the -- the United
States Congress has a legislation pending on BPA to --
for a national ban of products for infants. And I --
I wonder wha -- how closely did you look at that
legislation as you were crafting the bill before us

today? Through you, Mr. President.
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THE CHAIR:

Senator Meyer.
SENATOR MEYER:

Yes. Through you, Mr. President, to Senator
McLachlan, we did take that into consideration. We
also took into consideration another federal event
other than the congressional bill and that was the
Food and Drug Administration. We found that the Food
and Drug Administration had made a finding that
bisphenol-A is not dangerous. But that finding got
highly impeached when it was discovered and publicly
disclosed that the FDA report was based on two studies
by the industry itself, by the bisphenol-A industry
itself, and that the FDA's own study group had brought
that to the attention of the public and asked for a
further study by the FDA, which I believe, is now
ongoing.

Obviously, with an effective date of 2011, we'll
have a chance to be -- to respond to the -- the next
FDA study if it reveals something is relevant to our
situation in Connecticut.

THE CHAIR:

Senator McLachlan.

SENATOR MCLACHLAN:

Thank you, Mr. President. And thank you for that
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assessment of the federal legislation.

It -- it -- I'm reading that there's actually
been two opinions from the FDA. 1In fact, the FDA
maintained that BPA is safe as you indicated, Senator
Meyer, and quote, did not recommend that people avoid
using products made from it, which -- I'm sure is
always suspect when we read that, but, also that the
Consumer Product Safety Commission agreed with the FDA
on that, and that their concern was a little
different. Where its deputy director stressed the use
of BPA-based plastics has practical benefits and that,
quote, a ban could result in less effective protection
of children from head, eye, or bodily injury.

And, through you, Mr. President, I wonder if we
could -- if you could just flesh out a little bit of
the thought of the safety aspect of BPA because that's
what the industry pitches in many ways. If -- how had
you consider