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SEN. STILIMAN: John Blaschik will be followed Lon
Hultgren.

REP. DARGAN: If I can just to Mr. Tobin, to let vyou
know there is a number of Legislators that own
a percentage of horse that’s two and, och, right
now.

It’s called Niannacat. _.She’s resting now down
in Florida, but look for her to race in the

; spring and you’ll get a good return on your
investment

JOHN BLASCHIK: Good afternoon. And I‘m supposed to
follow that.

SEN. STILLMAN: Follow that, right. Welcome.

JOHN BLASCHIK: Thank you, Senator Stillman,
Representative Dargan, other Members of the
Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak.

I wish to speak this afternoon on Raised House
Bill 7115, AN AGT CONCERNING THE OFFICE OF THE
STATE FIRE MARSHAL. Some of these are minor
changes minor technical changes and some are
pretty major changes.

To start off with the report system, we’'re
looking to make some changes to that particular
statute. Right now there is some timelines in
there the local fire chief has to report to the
local fire marshal within so many days and then
they have so many days, 15, I believe, to
report a fire to us, which then we are also
part of National Fire Reporting System and the
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information goes up to the U.S. Fire
Administration.

A lot of the communities that’s a hardship on
and most cases do not adhere to that. These
changes would allow a quarterly report from the
municipalities for the fire districts back up
to us instead of every 15 days.

Also a minor change, but one that T think it
just one of respect and that’'s the way a fire
marshal when they retire or deputy who’s

been carrying. the state certification for so
long, when. they retire there’s no mechanism for
us to retire that honorable to them.

Actually in the case of Representative Dargan’s
fire chief, who’'s just retiring, what happens
and that fire chief had a certification, they
would no longer keep their 90 hours because
they’'re no longer doing the job.

In a three-year cycle I would have to send a
letter to that retired person saying that you
are no longer being carried you are going to be
decertified and you have an opportunity for a
hearing.

Obviously that person wouldn’t come for a
hearing because they would no longer do it.
Well then we send another letter out that says
that you are now decertified.

Instead, this would allow it in the same way
that the local building officials, we would
allow them to retire that certification, it’s a
little more honorable. Again, not a major
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change but it is a statute and we’d like to see
that changed.

There was also a language change in the
reporting system. We spoke of magnetic tape,
now we want to change that to electronic
medium, those reasoning is very obvious.

PR

The major change though that we’re looking for,
regards the annual inspection of all
occupancies other than a one and two family
house. That’‘s a requirement on each
municipality at this time.

Over the years we’ve had costs or CCM would
make a plea that it’s a high liability to the
towns.

We’re looking to reduce that and we would do it
by using the Fire Safety Code and the Fire
Prevention Code and come up with a multiyear
scheduling of occupancies based on the level of.
risk of those occupancies.

Good example would be, for instance, nightclubs
we would still be doing them on a yearly basis
because there’s a ligquor permit involved with
that.

However, a small business or small office, law
firm or insurance business that’s a lower risk
s0 maybe that would be every two or three
years. The fire marshal would be required to
go in there instead of every year.
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We’re looking to do that, the one change to the
proposed is in Section 4 (b) where the language
allows us to do that.

It says the State Fire Marshal may adopt
amendments to thigs Fire Safety Code, we would
like to also it to say the Fire Safety Code and
the Fire Prevention Code, because both codes
require the annual inspections. If you have
any questions, I‘'d be happy to answer.

DARGAN: T see that FOI doesn’t have any
problem to this bill so there is still hope,
Eric. The one question I know that comes up
every year dealing with local fire marshalg,
whether it’s in career departments or
volunteers.

Just what you stated with the, what you have to
inspect, with- daycare, nursing homes, liquor,
schools and there’s been some other bills
introduced as far as from years ago past, as
far as the exemption dealing with
manufacturing.

How some of the local communities are just
overburden what we already have on statute they
can’t even really do it within that year
because they don’t have the manpower.

BLASCHIK: That’s correct.

DARGAN: And I know that every time there’s a
major fire loss it comes back to the local fire
marshal and I know there'’s people here from the
building industry here to as far as what the
codes or standards were, was it the fire




89

i.
E
,L
b crm

L

-

JOHN

e T

S T T T e T

REP.

JOHN

f REP.

JOHN

PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY February 22, 2007

departments’ fault because they didn’t actually
go out an inspect it. Do you have any
suggestions or recommendations that we might be
able to look at?

BLASCHIK: We would be, actually in this
process, we would be looking at the additions
of manufacturing.

Right now if there’s a complaint and the fire
marshal goes into a manufacturing and find
violations, that’s turned over to the
Commissioner on the Labor. That’'s the way the
statute reads.

DARGAN: Through Labor, then on a federal level
through OSHA?

BLASCHIK: Right, that would be 0OSHA. And
years ago they did have a larger staff and did
do some inspections, but I believe they just
answer or respond to complaints at this point.

DARGAN: I mean, I don‘t really know the
history of it but I assume in the ‘40s and ‘'50s
when this state was a big manufacturing state,
that at that time somebody came before the
Legislature.

And they’d probably have to have Veronica do
some research on OLR on that, to see why it was
exempt, but I‘m sure that there was some hired
gun or lobbyist or somebody that came before
the General Assembly to get that exempt.

BLASCHIK: Those are the stories that I’ve
heard.
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DARGAN: Thank you.
BLASCHIK: Okay, thanks.

STILIMAN: John, before you go, as you look at
sort of amending the annual inspection list,
where would, you mention bars a we certainly
know hospitals need to be inspected and nursing
homes and possibly large venues to make sure
that they are conducting and people are safe.

What about small restaurants, they are suppose
to be inspected as well or is that strictly a
health inspection?

BLASCHIK: No, no. They’'re inspected by the
local fire marshal.

STILLMAN: But only if they serve liquor?

BLASCHIK: No. They’'re required to be
inspected liquor permit or not. The liquor
permit actually is one of those tools that,
because is permit involved, just like a daycare
center, another state agency is requiring that
the fire marshal sign off on the permit
requests. That’'s why they’re definitely in
there on an annual basis.

To answer your question, what we’re trying to
do is trying to find an evaluation tool or
system that’s in place somewhere, and to kind
of put a risk assessment on each occupancy.

Yes, we could go back very easily and pull the
statistics out the National Fire Incident
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Reporting System where’s the most deaths,
where's most of the fires, that kind of thing.

But actually we’ve solicited several fire
marshals from around the country. I did find
one system in Boulder, Colorado, and actually I
just got an e-mail this week from a colleague
that knows the Boulder, Colorado, fire chief
personally, so it’s supposedly giving him my
contact information to get that back.

We also talked to the Conmnecticut Fair Plan and
I had a call in this week to Jim Finley down at
CCM and HRMA to see if the insurance industry
has a tool we could customize to our needs.

Because they’re looking at properties, true its
just a property loss dollar figure, but maybe
there’s some correlation that we can use to
actually put a quantitative and a qualitative
value on each one of these occupancies and not
just saying from our gut feeling, well we
should be in here every vear and that one every
three vyears.

STILLMAN: I think that there’s a bill in
another committee, that might be the General
Law Committee, about tying in the fire
inspection with the liquor inspection.

BLASCHIK: I helieve, yes, in General Law,
there's bill that came out that we did testify
on it, and I believe we have a meeting with the
Chairman next week to talk about that
particular bill.
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STILIMAN: You’re opposed to the in its
current--

BLASCHIK: We’'re opposed to the bill. What it
was, it’s actually two bills, one establishing
a 20-day grace period. If the fire marshal
finds a violation, this allows the liquor
permit a 20-day grace period before it runs out
because of deadlines.

There’'s actually a tool we use in place that we
don’t need that. The form that we give to the
jocal fire marshals has several parts to it.
The first two, one is I didn’t find any
violations I recommend.

Part two is I have found violations a plan of
corrections has been agreed on between the
owner and the fire marshal and we recommend.

Basically stating that yes, there are
violations in this building but were
recommending yvou give him the permit. The
particular situation that generated that
legislation that fire marshals office was not
using that.

STILLMAN: T see. So some of it comes down to
local decision-making.

BLASCHIK: 1In some cases we’'re [inaudible]

STILLMAN: Now as you look at how you want to
define these inspection schedules, is that
something that would come to Regs Review
Committee or is it---
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JOHN BLASCHIK: Yes. Good point to bring up. Thank

SEN.

REP.

you, Senator. That because we’'re going to
utilize the Fire Safety Code and the Fire
Prevention Code, that schedule would be in the
regulations and would be statewide.

So that Torrxington and New Londcon would have
the same requirements or some smaller towns it
wouldn’t be up to the municipalities themselves
what they would want to do.

STILLMAN: Okay. Thank you. Let‘s remember
the Regs Review Committee. I’11 look for that
at some future point. Thank you very much.
Any other--

DARGAN: Just one other thing I have, John. I
really have to comment and thank you and the
Department of Public Safety yourself and the
Chris Laux which I consider criminal up at
UConn.

What went on there with the building code and a
lot of times vou guys don’'t get credit for
correcting things that went wrong somewhere in
the vicinity of $200 million in overruns of
shoddy building code and now what’'s in place
within the state and up at UConn.

I‘'m glad for the leadership from your and from
Chris and other members of the Department of
Public Safety on behalf of myself and my Co-
Chair and this Committee.

You should be commended for what vyou did to
really straighten out what considered criminal
up at UConn. Thank you.
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STILLMAN: Yeah, because if you have some
suggestions, we’d certainly like to see them.

alternatives.

STILLMAN: Super. Anyone have any questions?
J.P. Langlois? Somecne here named J.P.
Langlois. Oh, he left. Okay. Bruce Spewiak?
I don’t know if I‘ve pronounced your name right
or not. I prokably did not. Welcome.

BRUCE SPEWIAK: Senator Stillman, Representative

Dargan, Bruce Spewiak. I'm an architect. I’'m
here today representing the Connecticut Chapter
of the American Institute of Architects.

We're here to support Raised Senate Bill 1093
as well as Raised House Bill 7115. Testimony
will be very brief. We would just like to
thank the Public Safety Committee for the
obvious communication and cooperation with the
Department of Public Safety in raising these
bills.

We endorse them. We think they are very
positive in the way they reinforce the
regulatory system that is in place in the State
of Connecticut, and the use of the legislative
system in order to enable to regulatory system.

And it is then enforced and modified by the
Department of Public Safety and the
professional staff there.
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I would like to specifically endorse a comment
made by Deputy State Fire Marshal John Blaschik
with respect to Raised House Bill 7115,

In that he mentioned a specifically Section 4
Part B, that he would like to see addition of
the reference to the state Fire Prevention Code
where it says the state fire marshal may adopt
amendments to the state.Fire Safety Code and he
would add and the fire prevention code
regarding requirements for there frequency of
inspections. )

In fact that is the Fire Prevention Code that
referenced in Section 1 Part A and we
recognized his reference to that as an effort
to coordinate the language of the Fire
Prevention Code based on the promulgation of
that code in October 1, 2008 rather than the
date passed.

I know the staff and the State Fire Marshal
Offices has been working diligently in order to
coordinate that fire prevention code so that it
is well coordinated with the other regulations
in the department and we endorse their
recommendation on House Bill 7115.

Thank you very much and thank you for the
opportunity to speak. It’s a pleasure to be
here endorsing proposed regulations statutes
rather than opposing them.

DARGAN: Thank you, Bruce. I just want to let
the Committee know that there is no favoritism.
Bruce’s business resides in my District and he
is the last speaker, so he didn’t get any
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preferential treatment here today. It’s good
seeing you, Bruce.

BRUCE SPEWIAK: Thank you.

REP. DARGAN: ZAny other questions from Committee
Members? Bruce, thank you for spending the
time coming here.

Since there’s nobody else that is signed up, is
that anybody that would like address this
Public Safety public hearing? For the second,
for the third ‘time, since there isn’t this
public safety, so moved. Have a great day.
We’ll see you for screening in awhile.

[Whereupon, the hearing was adjourned.]
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The bill as amended is passed. Will the Clerk

please call Calendar Number 83.

CLERK:

On Page 2, Calendar Number 83, Substitute for

House Bill Number 7115, AN ACT CONCERNING THE OFFICE

OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL, Favorable Report of the
Committee on Public Safety and Security.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTQBELLO:

Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Representative Dargan of

the 115*", you have the floor, Sir.

REP. DARGAN: (115%®)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move acceptance of the

Committee’s Favorable Report and passage of the bill.

i
g, DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLOQ:
;d The issue before us is acceptance of the Joint
2 Committee’s Pavorable Report and passage of the bill.
;! Please proceed, Sir.
REP. DARGAN: (115%)
Thank you, Mr. Spéakér. Tﬁé bill sefore ﬁé toaa;

is an agency bill that has some revisions of
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requirements of fire and explosions with inspections

within the Department of Public Safety.

The bill, the proposal expands the reporting

criteria of our local fire department responses beyond

fire and explosions, and it also allows the chief or ..
fire marshals to have jufisdictions to submit those
repoxrts.

Also, the bill allows the State Fire Marshal to
reduce the required yearly inspections for certain
buildings subject to the State Fire Safety Code. BAnd
it also streamlines fire incident reporting procedures
and expands the kind of fire-related incidents that
local fire marshals much report.to the State Fire
Marshal.

Aand finally, it authorizes the State Fire Marshal
and Codes and Standards Committee to issue
certificates to retired fire code officilals.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLO:

Thank you, Representative Dargan. Representative

Green of the 1°%° District, you have the floor, Sir.

REP. GREEN: (1°%)
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I concur
with Representative Dargan. We think that this bill
would allow some latitude with the State Fire Marshal.
I do have an amendment and I would like for the Clerk
to call it, LCO Number 6805 and I be allowed to
summarize.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLO:

Will the Clerk please call LCO Number 6805.

CLERK:

LCO Number 6805, House “A”, offered by

Representative Green.
DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLO:

The Representative seeks leave of the Chamber to
summarize. Is there objection to summarization? TIf

not, Representative Green, please proceed, Sir.

REP. GREEN: (1%F%)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, what this
bill does ie that, in Line 133, after the word

inspections, it still requires the State Fire Marshal

to inspect those residential buildings that are

occupied by three or more families.
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So even though we give more latitude to other
types of structures for residential ‘placement, we
still ask that there be vearly inspections. I move
for its adoption.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLO:

The question is on adoption of LCO Number 6805,
House "A”. Further on House “A”? Representative
Kalinowski of the 100", you have the floor, Sir.

REP. KALINOWSKI: (100%%)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can you hear me? I
speak to the amendment, and it's an appropriate
amendment. And Representative Dargan I think has some
more information on the underlying bill, but the
amendment is fine and I urge its adoption. Thank you.
DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELILQ:

Thank you very much, Representative Kalinowski.

Further on the amendment? Further on the amendment?

If~not, I'll try vyour ﬁinds. all those in favor

please signify by saying Aye.
REPRESENTATIVES:

Aye.
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DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLO:

Opposed, Nay. The Ayes have it. The amendment

is adopted. Further on the bill as amended?

Representative Dargan, you have the floor, Sir.
REP. DARGAN: (115%")

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Clerk isg in
possession of LCO Number 6910. May he please call and

I be allowed to summarize.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLQ:

Will the Clerk please call LCO Number 6910.

CLERK:

LCO Number 6910, House Amendment Schedule “B”,

offered by Representative Dargan.
DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLOQ:

Representative seeks leave of the Chamber to
summarize. Is there objection to summarization? If
not, Representative Dargan, please proceed, Sir.
REP. DARGAN: (115%%)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Simply in just Line 73
and 74, it just allows fire marshals or the

association in a decertification hearing to be present
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at that hearing for in-service training for fire
marshals in the state. &And I move for its adoption.
DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLO:

Thank you, Representative Dargan. Further on the
amendment? Further on House “B”, LCO Number 69107
Further? Representative Kalinowski of the 100", vou
have the floor, Sir.
REP. KALINOWSKI: (100%%)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do rise in support of
this amendment. It will afford due process to those
fire inspectors, fire marshals who for some reason or
another missed their required training, and this will
make the bill even better. Thank vyou.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLO:

Thank you very much, Representative Kalinowski .
Further on House “B”? Further on House “B”? If not,
I'1l1l try your minds. All those in favor please
signify by saying Ave.

REPRESENTATIVES:

Aye.

DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLO:

T
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Nay. The Ayes have it. The amendment is

adopted. Further on the bill as amended? Further on

the bill as amended? Further on the bill as amended?
If not, staff and guests please retire to the Well of
the House. Members take their seats. The machine
will be open.

CLERK:

The House of Representatives is voting by Roll

Call. Members to the Chamber. The House is voting by

Roll Call. Members to the Chamber, please.
DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLO:

Have all Members voted? Have all Members voted?
Members please check the board to make sure your vote
is properly cast. If all Members have voted, the
machine will be locked. Will the Clerk please take a
tally. Will the Clerk please announce the tally.
CLERK:

House Bill Number 7115, as amended by House

Amendment Schedules “A” and “B”.

Total Number Voting 139

Necessary for Passage 70
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[ Those voting Yea 139 H
Those voting Nay 0 [
Those absent and not wvoting i2

DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLO:. - -

The bill as amended is passed. Will the Clerk

Please call Calendar Number 305.
CLERK:

On Page 26, Calendar Number 305, Substitute for B

. House Bill Number 5728, AN ACT CONCERNING BONDS OF

MUNICIPAL WATER PQOLLUTION CONTROI, AUTHQRITIES,
i’ /4 Favorable Report of the Committee on Government,

: Administration and Elections. - S : SR y
DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLQ:

Representative OQOlson of the 46, you have the
floor, Madam. i
REP. OLSON: (46%™) i

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good afternocon.
f DEPUTY SPEAKER ALTOBELLO: f
Good afternocon.

A REP. OLSON: (46%%)

Cr

e e N
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Calendar 528, Senate Bill 263, Mr. President, I
would move to place this item on the foot of the
Calendar.

THE CHAIR:
Hearing and seeing no objection, so ordered.

SEN. LOONEY:

Thank you, Mr. President. Calendar 529, Senate

Bill 761, Mr. President, would move to place this item

on the Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Hearing and seeing no objection, so ordered.

SEN. LOONEY:
Thank you, Mr. President. Calendar 536, PR.

Moving to Calendar Page 28, Calendar 539, House

Bill 7115, Mr. President, would move to place this

item on the Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Hearing and seeing no objection, so ordered.

SEN. LOONEY:
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Calendar Page 9, Calendar 596, Substitute for, N;‘

House Bill 7384. ']

Calendar Page 10, Calendar 607, House Bill 7191.

Calendar 609, Substitute for House Bill 6109.

Calendar Page 14, Calendar 154, Substitute for .

Calendar Page 15, Calendar 189, Substitute for

Senate Bill 872.

|
|
| -
Senate Bill 1214. -

Calendar Page 18, Calendar 323, Substitute for

Senate Bill 581.

Calendar Page 23, Calendar 411; Senate Bill 1437.

Calendar Page 25, Calendar 450, Senate Bill 398.

Calendar page 26, Calendar 508, Senate Bill 1093.

Calendar Page 27, Calendar 529, Substitute for

Calendar Page 28, Calendar 539, Substitute for ﬂ

House Bill 7115.

Calendar 566, Substitute for House Bill 7385. 4

|

|

.
Senate Bill 7¢61. ;|
o

Calendar Page 29, Calendar 176, Senate Bill 1036.
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Calendar 317, Substitute for Senate Bill 1224,

Mr. President, that completes those items placed on
Consent Calendar No. 1,
THE CHAIR:

Mr. Clerk, please call the roll again. The
machine will be open.
THE CLERK:

The Senate is now voting by roll call on the
Consent Calendar. Will all Senators please return to

the Chamber.

The Senate is now voting by roll on the Consent

Calendar. Will all Senators please return to the
Chamber.
THE CHAIR:

Have all Senators voted? 1If all Senators have
voted, the machine will be closed. The Clerk will
call the tally.

THE CLERK:

Motion is on adoption of Consent Calendar No.
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it 4 adoption, 19. Those voting “yea”, 36; those voting :
]
“nay”, 0. Those absent and not voting, 0. o
THE CHAIR: H

Consent Calendar is adopted. Senator Looney.

SEN. LOONEY:

e, i

I

|

l

|

Total number voting, 36; those necessary for ']
Yes, thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, I

believe the Clerk is in possession of Senate Agendas I ‘

No. 4 and 5.

THE CHAIR: .
Mr. Clerk. |

THE CLERK:

Mr. President, the Clerk is in possession of uii

Senate Agendas No. 4 "ard’5 for Tuesday, May 22, 2007, . ‘h;

copies of which have beéen distributed.

THE CHAIR: . . - :

Senator Looney. . .

SEN. LOONEY:
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