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pat 29 
Senate Wednesday, April 23, 2003 

SEN. LOONEY: 
Calendar 280, refer to the Education Committee. 

THE CHAIR: 
Without objection, so ordered. 

SEN. LOONEY: 
Calendar 281 may be marked Go. 
.Calendar 282 may be placed on the Consent Calendar. 
Calendar 283, also place this item on the Consent VVfe(pM00 

Calendar. 
THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. ~1 -- - ... 

SEN. LOONEY: 
Calendar 284, PR. 
Calendar 285, refer this item to the Committee on 

Finance, Revenue and Bonding. 
THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 
SEN. LOONEY: 

JMoving to Page 19 of the Calendar, Calendar 286, 
this item may be placed on the Consent Calendar. 
THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 
SEN. LOONEY: 

Calendar 287, PR. 
Calendar 288, PR. 
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5371. 
Calendar Page 8, Calendar 206, Substitute for H.B. 

6396, 
Calendar Page 9, Calendar 227, Substitute for S.B. 

8 96^ 
Calendar Page 12, Calendar 24 7, Substitute for S.B. 

1053. 
Calendar Page 18, Calendar 281, Substitute for S.B. 

1152. 
Calendar 2 82, Substitute for H.B. 5123. 
Calendar 283, Substitute for H.B. 6400. 
Calendar Page 19, Calendar 286, Substitute for H.B. 

6487 . 
Calendar 289, Substitute for H.B. 5096. 
Calendar Page 20, Calendar 292, H.B. 6352. 
Calendar Page 22, Calendar 305, Substitute for S.B, 

,•828. _ f 
Calendar Page 24, Calendar 92, J5.B. 4 82. 
And Calendar Page 26, Calendar 133, jS .B. 1017. 
Madam President, that completes those items 

previously placed on the First Consent Calendar. 
THE CHAIR: (PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE KEVIN SULLIVAN IN THE 
CHAIR) 

Has everyone voted? 
THE CLERK: 
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We haven't opened it. 
THE CHAIR: 

You haven't opened it. Then why is that like that? 
No, I didn't. I didn't touch it. It's been opened all 
the time you've been reading this. 

Have everyone voted? Yes, they have. The machine 
will be closed. The Clerk will announce the tally. 
THE CLERK: 

Motion is on adoption of Consent Calendar No. 1. 
Total number voting, 36; necessary for adoption, 

19. Those voting "yea", 36; those voting "nay", 0. 
Those absent and not voting, 0. 
THE CHAIR: 

The Consent Calendar is adopted. 
Is there any further business at this time? 

Senator Looney. 
SEN. LOONEY: 

Thank you, Mr. President. If we might stand at 
ease for a few moments. I believe there is at least one 
other item that may be taken up. But there is some 
research being done. 
THE CHAIR: 

The Senate will stand at ease. 
THE CHAIR: (PRESIDENT RELL IN THE CHAIR) 

The Senate will please come to order. Before we 
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House of Representatives Tuesday, April 15, 2003 

Are there any other announcements or points of 
personal privilege? If not we'll return to the call of 
the Calendar. Clerk please call Calendar 63. 
CLERK: 

On page 3, Calendar 63, substitute for H.B. 6400r 
AN ACT CONCERNING REGISTRATION OF NATURAL GAS SELLERS. 
Favorable report of the Committee on Public Health. 
DEP. SPEAKER CURREY: 

Representative Backer of the 121st. 
REP. BACKER: (121st) 

Thank you Madam Speaker. I move acceptance of the 
Joint Committees favorable report and passage of the 
bill. 
DEP. SPEAKER CURREY: 

Question before us is on acceptance and passage, 
please proceed sir. 
REP. BACKER: (121st) 

Thank you Madam Speaker. Usually I try to move with 
some brevity and speed things along. Today I think I'm 
going to take a little time bringing this bill out. It 
is a very simple bill. It is designed to create some 
clarity and certainty in the minds of people who 
participate in the gas industry. Fundamentally it 
requires gas registrants to do a couple of things. 
One is to have contract with one or more gas suppliers 
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in the state. It causes them to comply with national 
labor relation's act and Connecticut unfair trade 
practices. And it gets them to agree with DPUC and other 
gas entities to cooperate and work in the cases of an 
emergency. It also requires them to pay an annual fee 
for this registration. 

Now under this bill if a seller fails to comply 
with these registration requirements DPUC will notify 
them, the registration will expire on the following 
September 30th and they will no longer be allowed to 
sell gas in the State of Connecticut and I urge it's 
adoption. 
DEP. SPEAKER CURREY: 

Thank you sir. The question before us is on 
adoption and passage, please proceed. Would you care to 
remark further on the bill before us? Representative 
DelGobbo of the 7 0th. 
REP. DELGOBBO: (70th) 

Thank you Madam Speaker. Very briefly I had to 
stand and join my new, the new co-chairman of the Energy 
and Technology Committee. I think he well described the 
intent and the effects of this legislation before us and 
I urge its adoption. Thank you Madam Speaker. 
DEP. SPEAKER CURREY: 

Thank you sir. Would you care to remark further on 
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the bill before us? Would you care to remark further on 
the bill before us? If not, staff and guests to the well 
of the House, the machine will be open. 
CLERK: 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll 
call, members to the Chamber. The House is voting by 
roll call members to the Chamber please. 
DEP. SPEAKER CURREY: 

Have all members voted? Have all members voted? 
Please check the board and be sure your vote is properly 
cast. If all members have voted the machine will be 
locked. The Clerk will take a tally. The Clerk will 
announce the tally. 
CLERK: 

-H. R. 64-00.. 
Total Number Voting 147 
Necessary for Passage 74 
Those voting Yea 147 
Those voting Nay 0 
Those absent and not voting 4 

DEP. SPEAKER CURREY: 
The bill passes. Will the Clerk please call 

Calendar 171. 
CLERK: 

On page 9, Calendar 171, substitute 





1 2 n n n s n i tkf ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY FEBRUARY 27, 2003 ' 

to OPM for prior approval. We believe that this 
proposed change would serve to ensure that the 
state's electric heating customers, in particular, 
are granted the same existing statutory protections 
regarding amortization agreements, counseling, 
reinstatement of eligibility and certain other 
issues presently granted to the state gas heating 
customers. 

I point out, parenthetically, that my department 
currently requires the three great local 
distribution gas companies to submit a single plan 
to the agency so that no customer is disadvantaged 
solely because they happen to be in a particular 
franchise area. We would recommend that the same 
principle would be applied to the two electric 
distribution companies, Unite Illuminating and 
Connecticut Light and Power for, of course, the 
same reasons. 
And finally, mercifully. The final one I will 
comment on today is WRfiAnn. AN ACT CONCERNING 
REGISTRATION OF NAUTRAL GAS SELLERS. This proposal 
would make a variety of changes to section 258a of 
title sixteen which governs the DPUC process of 
registering natural gas sellers doing business in 
Connecticut. Frankly, the existing statute has 
created a fair amount of confusion among 
registrants and potential registrants. We think 
that the changes will clarify the statute 
considerably. 

Respectfully, we think that perhaps there are some 
additional fine tunings that could be done, so, 
attached to my testimony, I direct your attention 
to some draft language that the department provided 
with some additional twists that might be put on 
the statute to complete the process of cleanup. 
So, with that, I have finished with direct comment. 
To the extent I can entertain your questions, I'd 
be happy to. 

SEN. MCDONALD: Thank you, Commissioner. Any questions? 
Representative Duff. 

REP. DUFF: Thank you. I'll just find my question. On 
HB6399, would that include some of the (inaudible) 
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r STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITY CONTROL 

Tes t imony of Donald W . Downes 
Cha i rman of the Depar tment of Publ ic Utility Contro l 

House Bill 6400: AAC Registration of Natural Gas Sellers 

T h e Energy and Techno logy Commi t tee 
February 2 7 , 2 0 0 3 

T h e Depar tment of Publ ic Utility Contro l (DPUC) suppor ts the passage of  
Registrat ion of Natural Gas Sellers. Th is proposal wou ld 

make a var iety of changes to §16-258a wh ich governs the D P U C process of 
register ing natural gas sel lers do ing business in the state. 

T h e exist ing provis ions of §16-258a have resul ted in unnecessary 
confus ion on the part of some registrants in the state. Specif ical ly, the ambigui ty 
as to the securi ty bond t ime per iod requirements, the exact nature of the annua l 
registrat ion period, and the fai lure on the part o f many to fi le their annua l 
renewals in a t imely fashion, has resulted in both agency staff and registrants 
dedicat ing extensive resources to resolve problems in what should be a s imp le 
and stra ight forward annua l exercise. Through these proposed changes, t he 
D P U C seeks to clar i fy the exist ing statute in the interest of improv ing the annua l 
registrat ion process for both the D P U C and the regulated communi ty . 

In addi t ion to the changes in the proposed bill before your Commit tee- t he 
D P U C recommends some addi t ional changes to §16-258a wh ich are speci fed in 
the subst i tute language at tached to this test imony. 

T h e D P U C respectful ly requests that your Commi t tee act favorably on th is 
bill wi th the proposed changes out l ined in our at tached subst i tute language. 

Ten Franklin Square • N e w Britain, Connecticut 06051 • P h o n e : 8 6 0 - 8 2 7 - 1 5 5 3 • F a x : 8 6 0 - 8 2 7 - 2 6 1 3 
Email: dpuc.executivesecretarv@po.state.ct.us • Internet: www.state.ct .us/dpuc 
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Proposed Substitute ] 

AAC REGISTRATION OF NATURAL GAS SELLERS 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly convened: 

Section 16-258a of the General Statutes of Connecticut is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu 
thereof: (EFFECTIVE JULY 1.2003> 
Section 16-258a. Registration of natural gas sellers. Procedures. Penalties, (a) Each person that sells 
natural gas to an end user in the state and is not (1) a gas company, as defined in section 16-1, (2) a 
municipal gas utility established under chapter 101 or any other gas utility owned, leased, maintained, 
operated, managed, or controlled by any unit of local government under any general statute or any public or 
special act, or (3) a gas pipeline or gas transmission company subject to the provisions of chapter 208, shall 
register with the Department of Public Utility Control prior to making any such sale by filing a form supplied 
by said department. THE REGISTRATION PERIOD SHALL BE FOR A ONE YEAR TERM FROM 
OCTOBER 1 TO SEPTEMBER 30 OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR. 
(b) Each person registered with the department shall: (1) Maintain a bond or other security FOR AT LEAST 
THE SPECIFIED TIME PERIOD OR LONGER in amount and form approved by the department, to 
ensure the person's financial responsibility and its supply of natural gas to end-use customers in accordance 
with contracts, agreements or arrangements; (2) have a contractual relationship with an entity or entities to 
purchase natural gas supply; (3) comply with the National Labor Relations Act and regulations, if applicable; 
(4) comply with the Connecticut Unfair Trade Practices Act and applicable regulations; and (5) agree to 
cooperate with (A) each gas company, (B) each municipal gas utility established under chapter 101 or any 
other gas utility owned, leased, maintained, operated, managed or controlled by any unit of local government 
under any general statute or special act, (C) each gas pipeline or gas transmission company subject to the 
provisions of chapter 208, (D) the department, and (E) all other gas suppliers in the event of an emergency 
condition that may jeopardize the safety and reliability of the state's natural gas system. 
(c) Each person registered with the department shall [, at such times as the department requires but not less 
than annually;] submit to the department, BY JULY 15 EACH YEAR, on a form prescribed by the 
department, an update of information the department deems relevant. [A registered person shall notify the 
department at least ten days before a change in corporate structure that affects the person.] Each registered 
person shall pay an annual registration fee to be determined by the department which shall not exceed the 
actual administrative costs of the department AND PROVIDE A BOND OR OTHER SECURITY AS 
DESCRIBED IN (Bid") ABOVE. IF THE DEPARTMENT DETERMINES THAT ANY PERSON 
HAS NOT COMPLIED WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS STATUTE. THEN THE 
DEPARTMENT WILL NOTIFY THE REGISTERED PERSON THAT THEIR REGISTRATION 
EXPIRES ON SEPTEMB3ER 30 OF THAT YEAR AND THEY WILL NO LONGER BE 
AUTHORIZED TO SELL NATURAL GAS TO AN END USER IN THE STATE. 
(d) A REGISTERED PERSON SHALL NOTIFY THE DEPARTMENT AT LEAST TEN DAYS 
BEFORE A CHANGE IN CORPORATE STRUCTURE" THAT AFFECTS THE PERSON. No 
registration may be transferred without the prior approval of the department. The department may assess 
additional registration fees to pay the administrative costs of reviewing a request for such transfer. 
(e) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be subject to sanctions by the department in 
accordance with section 16-41, which may include, but are not limited to, the suspension or revocation of 
such registration or a prohibition on accepting new customers. 


