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'Bill Number 604, AN ACT CONCERNING ATTACKS ON GUIDE
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House of Representatives Wednesday, April 22, 1998

Staff and guests come to the Well of the House.
The machine will be opened.
CLERK:

The House of Reprquntatfﬁgs is voting by roll

call. Members, to the Chamber. The House isg voting by

roll call. Members tco the Chamber, please.
SPEAKER RITTER;:
Have all the members voted? Is your vote properly
recorded? If so, the machine will be locked.
The Clerk will please take a tally.
The Clerk will please announce the tally.
CLERK:
Senate Bill Number 318, as amended by Senate \

Amendment Schedule "A" in concurrence with the Senate

Total Number Voting 146
Necessary for Passage 74
Those voting Yea 146
Those voting Nay 0
Those absent and not voting 5

¥
SPEAKER RITTER:

The bill passes.

Clerk, please call Calendar 418.
CLERK:

On page 17, Calendar 418, Substitute for Senate
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DOGS OF BLIND OR DISABLED PERSONS AND THE EVICTION OF
PERSONAL CARE ASSISTANTS EMPLOYED BY BLIND OR DISABLED
PERSONS, as amended by Senate Amendment Schedule "A".
Favorable Report of the Committee on Judiciary.
SPEAKER RITTER:

The Honorable Representative from Manchester,
Representative Jack Thompson.

REP. THOMPSON: (13TH)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good afternoon. Mr.
Speaker, I move acceptance of the Joint Committee’s
Favorable Report and passage of the bill,

SPEAKER RITTER:

The motion is on acceptance and passage. Please
proceed, sir.

REP. THOMPSON: (13TH)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, section one
of the bill would increase the sanctions imposed on the
owner or keeper of the dog that attacks or injures a
guide dog. Section two of the bill exempts from the
landlord and tenant laws the living arrangement between
a disabled person and his or her live in personal care
assistant.

The disabled person may simply release an
attendant without going through an eviction process.

Mr. Speaker, the Clerk has Senate Amendment Schedule
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"A", LCO 2560. Will the Clerk please call and may I be
permitted to summarize?
SPEAKER RITTER:

The Clerk has LCO 2560. If he may c¢all it and
Representative Thompson would like to summarize.
CLERK:

Ty

LCO Number 2560, Senate "A" offered by Senator

Sullivan, et al.

SPEAKER RITTER:

Representative Thompson.
REP. THOMPSON: (13TH)

Mr. Speaker, in essence the amendment restores the
present language reducing the violation from a crime to
an infraction and adds language to allow for reasonable
attorney’s fees.

Mr. Speaker, I move adoption.

SPEAKER RITTER:

The question is on adoption. Will you remark
further on Senate "A"? If not, I will try your minds.

All in favor, signify by saying aye.
REPRESENTATIVES:

Aye. _

SPEAKER RITTER:

Opposed, no. Senate "A" is adopted.

Will you remark further on this bill, as amended
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House of Representatives Wednesday, April 22, 1998

by Senate "A"? Representative Thompson.
REP. THOMPSON: (13TH)

Mr. Speaker, the bill is -- the first part of the
bill is to protect people who use guide dogs and it
costs about $17,000 to train one of these dogs. It’s a
terrible burden to lose that. We hope the bill will
increase the protection of those guide dogs. It’s a
good bill. It ought to pass.

SPEAKER RITTER:

Thank you, sir. Will you remark further? Yes,
Representative Bernhard.

REP. BERNHARD: (136TH)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last year this Assembly
was very proud, I think, in having passed a bill that

extended the training privileges of a guide dog. Too

" often I get goaded a little bit as being someone who is

in favor of dogs and standing up for the rights of
animals and so forth. But I would like the members of
this Assembly to focus on the fact that these dogs are
helping disabled people and that’s really what this
bill is about. That we’re helping people who have been
disadvantaged by a fortune and who have lost their
sight and these dogs come to their aid. They are a
valuable part of their families and make their lives

easier and I think this Assembly can be quite proud in
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voting in favor of this bill.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
SPEAKER RITTER:

Thank you, sir. Will you remark furthexr? If not,
staff and guests, come to the Well of the House. The
machine -- I am sorry. Representative Dandrow. I‘m
sorry. I apologize.

REP. DANDROW: ({(30TH)

That’s alright. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I jusf
wanted to clarify for the record one thing if I could,
through Representative Thompson, please. .

SPEAKER RITTER:

Absolutely. Please proceed, Madam.
REP. DANDROW: (30TH)

Thank you. I just want to make sure that when
they say disabled persons and dogs used for that
purpose, that hearing dogs are in that as we have just
now have a hearing dog. So I would like to clarify
that for the record, please.

SPEAKER RITTER:

Representative Thompson, can you clarify that for

the record?
REP. THOMPSON: (13TH)
Yes, Mr. Speaker. Yes, that’s the intent.

REP. DANDROW: (30TH)

001753
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Thank you.
SPEAKER RITTER:

Thank you. Are we ready to vote now? Staff and
gquests come to the Well of the House. The machine will
be opened.

CLERK:

The House of Representatives is voting by roll

Lall. Members, to the Chamber. The House is voting by
roll call. Members to the Chamber, please.
SPEAKER RITTER:

Have all the members voted? Is your vote properly
recorded? If so, the machine will be locked.

The Clerk will please take a tally.

The Clerk will please announce the tally.
CLERK:

Senate Bill Number 604, as amended by Senate

Amendment Schedule "AM

Total Number Voting 145
Necessary for Pasgsgage 73
Those voting Yea 145
Those voting Nay 0
Those absent and n%p voting 6

SPEAKER RITTER:

The bill passes.

Clerk, please call Calendar 435.
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THE CLERK:
Calendar Page 14, Calendar 283, File 414,

Substitute for SB604 An Act Concerning Attacks on Guide

Dogs of Blind or Disabled Persons and the Eviction of
Personal Care Assistants Employed by Blind or Digabled
Persons. Favorable Report of the Committee on
Judiciary. The Clerk is in possession of one
amendment .
THE CHAIR:

Senator Williams.
SEN. WILLIAMS:

Thank you, Madam President. I move adoption of -
the Committee’s Favorable Report and passage of the
bill. '

THE CHAIR:

The question is on passage. Will you remark?
SEN. WILLIAMS:

Yes. I would call LC02560.

THE CLERK:

1L.C02560 which will be designated Senate Amendment

Schedule "aA". It is offered by Senator Williams of the

29th Digtrict et al.
THE CHAIR:
Senator Williams.

SEN. WILLIAMS:

801260
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I move adoption of the amendment.
THE CHAIR:

The question is on adoption. Will you remark?
SEN. WILLIAMS:

Madam President, the adoption clarifies that the
penalties here to be imposed would be civil penalties.
Also attorneys’ fees could be recoverable.

THE CHAIR:

The question is on adoption of Senate Amendment

"A", Will you remark? Will you remark? If not, all

those in favor indicate by saying "aye".

ASSEMBLY:
Aye.
THE CHAIR:

Opposed, ™"nay". Ayes have it. Motion carries.

Senate "A" is adopted. Will you remark further on the

bill as amended?
SEN. WILLIAMS:

Yes, Madam President. As indicated, as amended,
the bill imposes civil penalties and liability against
the owner of a dog that attacks a guide dog.

In addition, this bill addresses an interesting
igssue that was brought to our attention where if a
person has a personal care attendant living in the home

and for whatever reason they need to dismiss that

601201



pat ‘ 280

Senate Wednesday, April 15, 1998
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person and hire a new one, that the landlord/tenant
laws would not apply in that situation. Meaning that a
person who had someone living with them as a personal
care attendant would then not have to go through the
eviction process in order to hire a new attendant.

I would urge passage.
THE CHAIR:

The question is on passage of the bill as amended.
Will you remark further?
SEN. WILLIAMS:

If there’s no objection, I would move this to the

S

—

Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Without objection, so ordered.

THE CLERK:

Calendar 285, file 412, SB612 An Act Making
Confirming and Technical Changes to Criminal Statutes
Concerning Community Service and Gambling. Favorable
Report of the Committee on Judiciary. The Clerk is in
possession of amendments.

THE CHAIR:
Senator Williams.
SEN. WILLIAMS:
Thank you, Madam President. I move adoption of

the Committee’s Favorable Report and passage of the
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this morning, I should say. (APPLAUSE) And it’s a )
boy! Thank you. (APPLAUSE)
THE CHAIR:
Thank you, Senator Eads. Congratulations, Jane.
Before we do ﬁersonal announcements, may we call the
Consent Calendar.
THE CLERK:

An immediate roll call has been ordered in the

Senate on the Consent Calendar. Will all Senators

please return to the Chamber.

An immediate roll call has been ordered in the
Senate on the Consent Calendar. Will all Senators
please return to the Chamber.

Madam President, Third Consent Calendar begins on
Calendar Page 1, Calendar 114, SB394.

Calendar Page 2, Calendar 120, Substitute for

SB40S.

Calendar 121, SB410.
Calendar 142, Substitute for, SB408.

Calendar Page 13, Calendar 276, Substitute for

SB610.

e ep—

Calendar 278, Substitute for SB318.

i —————

Calendar 281, Substitute foxr SB60O.

Calendar Page 14, Calendar 283, Substitute for

SB604.
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Calendar Page 15, Calendar 289, Substitute for 1

SB580.

Calendar Page 16, Calendar 297, HB5616.

Calendar Page 15, Calendar 292, Substitute for

SB411.

Calendar Page 21, Calendar 92, Substitute for

SB306.
r———e——

Calendar Page 22, Calendar 110, SB403.

Calendar Page 23, (Calendar 127, Substitute for

SB349.

Calendar 133, Substitute for SB481.

Madam Pres%dent, that completes the Third Consent.
Calendar.
THE CHAIR:

Would you once again announce a roll call vote,
please. The machine will be opened.
THE CLERK:

An immediate roll call has been ordered in the - '

Senate on the Consent Calendar. Will all Senators

please return to the Chamber.

An immediate roll call has been ordered in the
Senate on the Consent Calendar. Will all Senators
please return to the Chamber.

THE CHAIR:

Have all members voted? If all members have
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voted, the machine will be locked. The Clerk please
take a tally.
THE CLERK:

Motion is on adoption of Consent Calendar No. 3.

Total number voting 35; necessary for adoption,
18; those voting "yea", 35; those voting "nay", 0.
Those absent and not voting, 1.
THE CHAIR:

Consent Calendar is adopted. At this time the

Chair will entertailn points of personal privilege or
announcements. Senator Harp.
SEN. HARP:

Thank you, Madam Presidént. I‘d like to anncunce
that the Public Health Committee will meet tomorrow at
2:00 p.m. in Room 2D.

THE CHAIR:

Thank you, Senatoxr. Are there other
announcements? Senator Penn,
SEN. PENN:

Thank you, Madam President. Just to remind the
members of the circle and all invited guests to the
annual spring fling tomorrow night by the Black and
Puerto Rican Caucus where we can do the electric slide.
THE CHAIR:

Thank you, Senator.
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4 LINDA PRESTLEY: Thank you.
I REP. LAWLOR: Is Representative Jack Thompson here?

g REP. THOMPSON: Good afternoon, Senator Williams,
Representative Lawlor, members of the committee.

My name is Jack Thompson. I.am a Representative and
I'm here to testify today on_SB604,

F First, thank you for raising the bill. I
s appreciate that very much and the opportunity to
Present this testimony.

I thought it would be easier and more enlightening
Lo the committee to have a person who is personally
atfected by this legislation, a constituent, John
Garapolo and with him is Peter Newicki from the |
\ Fidelco Organization and at this point, I‘d like to
X ask John to identify himself and then speak briefly
on the proposal and the reason for it.

| S JOHN GARAPOLO: Hi. Good afternoon. I‘m John Garapolo |
‘ from Manchester, Connecticut. I‘ve had my guide dog
for five years. A few years ago we were attacked
by a vicious dog in Manchester. Fortunately, for
me, the dog was not injured nor was I, but it was a
very horrific situation and I won’t go into the
details because of the time limitations, but it
resulted in passage of legislation two years ago.

I am here today to strengthen this legislation
because of the need for recourse for people that do
depend on guide dogs, service dogs. If you will,
just imagine yourself, take a week out of your
lifetime or two weeks and just ask yourself if you
; had to depend on a dog from the time that you got
; up to the time you went to bed, eating, moving
around, meeting people, and so on and so on and so
f on. In other words, your daily routine.

The bond that develops is beyond words and when we
were attacked, attacking a person’s guide dog is
the same as attacking that person. We are one.
And we are looking for some recourse for an
instance like this.
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Last year, Cherie Happie was attacked in Hartford
by another loose dog, a vicious dog and her dog was
bitten and she was injured and she was trying to
protect her four year old daughter crossing the
Street. Probably most of you know about this
because it was well publicized.

But we need to have some recourse. Service dogs are
in use more and more every year. They are now being
used not just to guide the blind, but as you all
know, I‘m sure, to assist people in wheelchairs, to
assist people hearing. They are used more and more.
And the guide dog foundations across the country
8till cannot produce enough guide dogs to meet the
needs.

As it stands now, there is very little recourse for
us if this happens. Just try to share with us the
horror of the situation if that happens. And if
the guide dog is taken out of service for a while
or if it has to have surgery, if it hag to need
surgery and it is incapacitated for a while, then
80 am I and so is the person that has the dog.

Please try to understand where we’re coming from
and this is a large section of the population. This
is extremely important.

Thank you very much.

NEWICKI: Good afternoon. My name is Pete Newicki.
I am an instructor with the Fidelco Guide Dog
Foundation. I appreciate the opportunity to speak
today.

I have trained some 300 people over the last 19
years with guide dogs. And I feel this bill is
very important for people to be responsible for the
actions of their pets. I also was attacked on
Pratt Street in Hartford a couple of years ago by a
dog. It actually jumped out of the car and attacked
the dog that I was training. Fortunately for me,
I'm fully sighted so that I was able to run to a
place of business and get in away from the dog. The
owner was no where around. If it had been a
legally blind person using a guide dog in Hartford
that day, they might not have been as lucky as I
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was.

In the event a guide dog is attacked by someone’s
pet it can be ruined as a guide dog. This is a two
year -- minimum two year investment by a non-profit
organization to breed, raise, and train these dogs
for people and also we’re talking thousands of
dollars of money that’s been donated by the public
for the dog.

So, again I appreciate your time and hope that this
bill will pass.

LAWLOR: Thank you. Are there questions from
members of the committee? If not, thanks wvery
much.

Next is Linda Dow.

LINDA DOW: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman and members of

the committee. My name is Linda Dow. I’m Chief
Counsel to the Probate Courts for the State of
Connecticut.

I'll keep my comments brief as we have submitted
detailed written testimony on the proposals.

I would firsgt like to testify in favor of HB5745,
AN ACT CONCERNING CHILD PROTECTION. As the prior
speakers indicated, amendments have been submitted
to this committee on this bill. Our office
collaborated on those amendments and we fully
support them.

This proposal will substantially enhance the rights
of children and bring our state into compliance
with federal mandates.

There are two sections which are extremely
important to the Probate courts. As drafted,
Section 5 of HB5745 would contradict the current
guardianship statutes. By mutual agreement,
Section 5 should be deleted.

The other change in the proposed amendments which
affect the Probate courts are the grounds for
termination. The proposed changes will ensure the
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S.B. 604, An Act Concerning Attacks on Guide Dogs

Testimony of Melissa A. Férley

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on S.B. 604, An Act
Concerning Attacks on Guide Dogs.

This bill changes an infraction to a non-payable violation. If the Committee intends to
have the fine paid through the centralized infractions bureau, section 51-164n needs to be

amended to include section 22-364b.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this bill.

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer
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businesses that have applied for and have acquired
air permits and we really need to look at
monitoring the overall effect because we live in a
valley and air just remains stagnant and we really
need to get a handle on what’s in our valley.

So I hope that this body goes forward and gives the
DEP the guidance, the definition in the statutes to
do, in my opinion, a better job of protecting the
public. Thank you very much.

DATLY: Thank you very much. Are there any
questions? Thank you again.

LARRY BUTLER: Thank you.

SEN.

SEN,

SEN.

SEN.

SEN.

DAILY: Senator Fonfara.

FONFARA: Thank you, Senator Daily.

DAILY: (Inaudible-mike not on.)

FONFARA: Cheree, if you’d like to come up.

FONFARA: Thank you, Senator Daily and members of
the Environment Committee. I’'m John Fonfara, State
Senator from Hartford and Wethersfield, and I'm
here to testify on behalf of Raised SB438 which
enables the owners of guide dogs to seek economic
and noneconomic damages against any person who
steals or attacks a guide dog and enables the owner
to bring action against any owner of a dog which
attacks a guide dog.

There is companion legislation that has been
introduced by a member of this Committee, Senator
Handley, Raised SB604 which is the Judiciary
Committee currently. The current law establishes
liability for damage to a person or property done
by a dog and Section 22-364 provides that a
violation of the requirement that an owner of a dog
shall restrain such dog when in the proximity of a
guide dog. Such violation shall be an infraction.

And what this bill does is attempts to give rights
to owners of guide dogs that have been attacked or
have been stolen and further elaborates what those
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