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House of Representatives Tuesday, April 21, 19598
CLERK:

House Bill Number 5317, as amended by House

Schedule "AY

Total Number Voting 148
Necessary for Passage 75
Those voting Yea 146
Those voting Nay 2
Those absent and not voting 3

DEPUTY SPEAKER HARTLEY:

_The bill, as amended is passed.

Will the Clerk please return to the call, Calendar
444 .
CLERK:

On page 23, Calendar 444, Senate Bill Number 538,

AN ACT CONCERNING FORECLOSURE BY SALE OR AUCTION.
Favorable Report of the Committee on Finance.
DEPUTY SPEAKER HARTLEY:

Representative Martinez.
REP. MARTINEZ: (S5TH)

Thank you, Madam. Speaker. Madam Speaker, I move
for acceptance of the Joint Committee’s Favorable

Report and passage of the bill.

DEPUTY SPEAKER HARTLEY:
The motion is acceptance and passage. Will you

remark, sir?
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REP. MARTINEZ: (95TH)
Thank you, Madam. Speaker. Madam Speaker, this

bill would allow municipalities to cancel unpaid taxes

on parcels of land acquired by municipalities through
foreclosure by sale or auction. Presently, the
statutes only allow municipalities to cancel such taxes
when a parcel is acquired through strict foreclosure.
This statutory change would cost the State nothing and
would speed the reuse of vacant tax delinquent parcels
acquired by municipalities when no one bids on such
parcels at municipal auctions.

I urge adoption.

DEPUTY SPEAKER HARTLEY:

Thank you, sir. Will you remark further on the
bill? Will you remark further on the bill? If not,
staff and guests come to the Well. Members, take your
seat. The machine will be opened.

CLERK:

The House of Representatives is voting by roll

call. Members, to the Chamber. The House is voting by

roll call. Members to the Chamber, please.
DEPUTY SPEAKER HARTLEY:
Have all the members voted? Is your vote properly

recorded? If so, the machine will be locked.

The Clerk will please take a tally.
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House of Representatives Tuesday, April 21, 1998

The Clerk will please announce the tally.
CLERK:

Senate Bill Number 538 in concurrence with the

Senate
Total Number Voting 145
Necessary for Passage 73
Those voting Yea 145
Those voting Nay 0
Those absent and not voting 6

DEPUTY SPEAKER HARTLEY:

The bill is passed.

Will the Clerk please return to the call, Calendar
311.

CLERK:

On page 31, Calendar 311, House Bill Number 5740,

AN ACT CONCERNING THE PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO GRANT THE
RIGHT-OF-WAY TO A BICYCLIST. Favorable Report of the
Committee on Transportation.
DEPUTY SPEAKER HARTLEY:

Representative Lawlor.
REP. LAWLOR: (99TH)

Thank you, Madam. Speaker. I move acceptance of
the Joipt Committee’s Favorable Report and passage of
the bill.

DEPUTY SPEAKER HARTLEY:
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Senate Wednesday, April 15, 199h 0 U 9 3 2

THE CHAIR:

Without objection, so ordered.

JEPSEN:
Calendar 257 is Go.
Page 10, Calendar 258 is PR.

Calendar 259, £5B538 I move to the Consent

Calendar.,

THE CHAIR:

Motion is to refer this item to the Consent

Calendar. Without objection, so ordered.

SEN. JEPSEN:

Calendar 263,{Substitute for SB541 I move to the -

Committee on Government Administration and Elections.

THE CHAIR:

Without obijection, so ordered.

SEN. JEPSEN:

I want to note, my able assistant, Ted, beside me,

is being very helpful today. Calendar 260 to GAE.

Calendar 261 is PR.

262 is to be passed temporarily.

263 is PR.

Page 11, Calendar 264, Substitute for SB426 I move

to the Committee on Appropriations.
e S

THE CHAIR:

Without objection, so ordered.
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(- 'D please return to the Chamber. '
- | An immediate roll call has been ordered in the
- Senate on the Consent Calendar. Will all Senators
4 please return to the Chamber.
- THE CLERK:
P _ Madam President, the first Censent Calendar beging
- on Calendar Page 2, Calendar 116, Substitute for SB494.
.- Calendar Page 3, Calendar 158, HB5461.
- Calendar 163, SB404.
' - Calendar Page 4, Calendar 177, Substitute for
- SB303.
e d Calendar Page 5, Calendar 193, Substitute for K
h 7 C SB435.

Calendar Pagée 6, Calendar 232, Substitute for

HB5465.

Calendar Page 8, Calendar 248, SB560.

Calendar Page 9, Calendar 257, SB528.
Calendar Page 10, Calendar 259, SB538.

Calendar Page 12, Calendar 270, Substitute for

SB421.

Calendar 271, SB425.

Calendar 273, Substitute for SB603.

Calendar 275, SB609.

]
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Calendar Page 13, Calendar 279, Substitute for

SB454.

p——
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Calendar
Calendar
Calendar
Calendar

Calendar

SB478.

Calendar

Calendar

Calendar
Calendar
Calendar
Calendar
Calendar

Calendar

Page 16,

138
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Calendar 297, HBG5616. 1

298, Substitute for HB5320.

299,ISubstitute for HB5480.

Page 21,
Page 22,

Page 23,

Page 25,

Page 26,

Calendar
Calendar

Calendar

Calendar

Calendar

305, HJ12.

306,
Page 27,

308,

HJ16.

Calendar

HJ32.

309, HJ39.

85,
111,

138,

166,

304,

307,

SB219.

SB407.

Substitute for

SB214.

Substitute for

HJ24 .

310, Substitute for HJ47.

Madam President, that completes the first Consent

Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Bozek, for what purpose do you rise, Sir?

SEN. BOZEK:

Madam President,

from the Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Which item is that,

Sir?

T wish to remove one of the items
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SEN. BCZEK: 1

RR56lo

Page 16, Calendar 2S7.

THE CHAIR:

That item is removed from the Consent Calendar.

Mr. Clerk would you once again announce a roll call
vote on the Consgent Calendar. The machine will be
opened.

THE CLERK:

~ An immediate roll call has been ordered in the

Senate on the Consent Calendar. Will all Senators

please return to the Chamber.

An immediate roll call has been ordered in the
Senate on the éonsent Calendar. Will all Senators
please return to the Chamber.

THE CHAIR:

If all members have voted, the machine will be
locked. The Clerk please take a tally.

The Clerk please announce the tally.

THE CLERK:

Motion is on adoption of Consent Calendar No. 1.

Total number voting, 36; necessary for adoption,
19; those voting "yea", 36; those voting "nay", 0.
Those absent and not voting, 0.
THE CHAIR:

The Consent Calendar is adopted.
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pat FINANCE, REVENUE AND BONDING March 10, 1998

regional councils may or may not be, depending
upon, or at least this function that you’re talking
about, may or may not be, depending upon the will
of future legislatures if this were enacted. So
thank you.

SEN. LOONEY: Thank you, Mr. Porth.

RICK PORTH: Thank you.

SEN. LOONEY: Next is Jim Horan from the City of New
Haven, followed by Dick King, Joe Brennan, and
Anthony Giorgio. Good afternoon,sfim. S

SB 530 SBEHA

JIM HORAN: Good afternoon Senator Looney and members of

the Committee. I am Jim Horan, the legislative

liaison for the City of New Haven. 1I’d like to

thank the Committee for raising a number of very

helpful bills here today and I’'d like to touch

briefly on some of them.

Mayor John DeStefano, Jr. has already testified in
support of_ HBS5683 concerning regional asset
districts. Helen Rosenberg of the City’s office
of, excuse me, office of business development, has
submitted written testimony concerning one of the
bills before you today supporting SB533 concerning
assessment deferral for new construction.

~

That bill and a number of others would serve the
same purpose of helping to make New Haven and other
central cities more attractive for new development
and help strengthen our economy. Other bills that
serve that same purpose are SB533 which expands
exigting legislation to allow large municipalities
to create arts and entertainment districts
presently the entertainment district legislation.
This would expand the uses in those districts to
the visual arts.

SB524 exempts parking from the sales and use tax.
The 1dea there is that eliminating the sales tax on
parking will help lower costs for businesses that
pay for the parking costs of their employees in
cities and help reduce the cost for all who use
parking facilities and many of those paid parking
facilities are located in the distressed downtowns
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of our large and small urban centers.

SB569 creates tax incentives for new businesses
that occupy office space in municipalities with
populations over 100,000 and office vacancy rates
exceeding 12% to provide some incentives for new
businesses to locate in that space.

A couple of other bills are of great interest for
New Haven. The City strongly supports SB532 which :SE&E&I[
creates a grants in lieu of taxes program for

public housing. This is a concept that we’ve

. backed for the past several years to help ease the

burden of the extra support services required for
residents of affordable housing. Of course the

cities have a disproportionate share of the public

housing in the state. This would provide a small

incentive for them and to other municipalities to

build such housing.

We would, however, like to suggest that that bill
be expanded not just to pay part of the cost of
public housing but for all assisted housing as
defined by Section 8-30g of the General Statutes
and updated regularly for each year by the
Department of Economic and Community Development.
That way, the bill would assist not only large
cities like New Haven but also entering suburbs and
some Of the smaller cities of the state that also
have a large amount of assisted housing.

Two more bills the City strongly supports, SB538
which would allow municipalities to cancel unpaid
taxes on parcels of land acquired through
foreclosure by sale or auction.

And finally, SB531 which increases the 20% pilot
payment for municipally owned airports to 100% and
would allow municipalities to use the funds to
abate taxes for residents living near the airport.
Thig would help our efforts to help revitalize
Tweed-New Haven Airport which would assist in the
economic development of the entire south central
region and the southern part of the state.

Thanks very much for the opportunity to testify
here today. 1I’d be happy to answer any questions
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TESTIMONY OF THE CITY OF NEW HAVEN
IN SUPPORT OF S.B. 524, S.B. 530, S.B. 531, S.B. 533, S.B. 538, S.B. 539, S.B. 569,
N AND H.B. 5683

The City of New Haven strongly supports several bills being heard by the Finance Committee
today. Mayor John DeStefano, Jr. will testify on our support for H.B. 5683, concerning regional
asset districts.

Helen Rosenberg of the City's Office of Business Development will submit written testimony
concemning two of the bills before you today, supporting S.B. 533, concerning assessment
deferral for new construction, and §.B. 539, concerning arts and entertainment districts. These
i bills will help make New Haven and other central cities more attractive for new development,
1 1 and strengtherf our economy.

Other bills before you today serve the same purpose: S.B. 524 exempts parking from the sales
and use tax. Eliminating the sales tax on parking will lower costs for businesses that pay the
parking costs of their employees, and will help reduce the cost of parking all who use paid
parking facilities, many of which are located in the distressed downtowns of our large and small
urban centers. S.B. 569 creates tax incentives for businesses in urban areas, and will help fill
vacant office space. Even with improvements in the economy, the downtown office vacancy rate
in New Haven exceeds 20 percent, and such incentives are urgently needed to attract businesses
to downtowns.

Several other bills are also of great interest to New Haven. The City supports S.B. 531, which
creates a grants-in-lieu of taxes program for public housing. This is a concept we have backed
for the past few years, to help ease the burden of the extra support services needed for residents
of affordable housing. This bill also recognizes the communities in the state that have a
disproportionate share of low-income housing, and provides a small incentive for others to build
housing. We would, however, suggest making this program available for all assisted housing, as
defined by Section 8-30g of the General Statutes, and updated regularly for each town by the
Department of Economic and Community Development. This would assist inner-ring suburban
towns and smaller cities, as well as large cities like New Haven, where most public housing is
located.

The City also strongly supports S.B. 538. This bill would allow municipalities to cancel unpaid
taxes on parcels of land acquired by municipalities through foreclosure by sale or auction.
Presently, the statutes only allow municipalities to cancel such taxes when a parcel is acquired

phone 203.946.8200 fax 203.946.7683
*This creative umpression 15 the work of Jobanna Kinsley, a student at West Hills Middle Magner.
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through "strict foreclosure”. This statutory change would cost the state nothing, and would speed
the re-use of vacant, tax-delinquent parcels acquired by mummpahtles when no one bids on such
parcels at municipal auctions.

Finally, New Haven supports S.B. 531, which increases the 20 percent PILOT payment for
municipally-owned airports to 100 percent, and allows municipalities to use the funds to abate
taxes for residents living near the airport. This bill would help facilitate the on-going efforts to
improve service at Tweed-New Haven Airport, helping our entire region to attract and retain
businesses.

We thank the Finance Committee for its efforts. If you have questions on any of these bills,
please call Jim Horan, Legislative Liaison, at (203)946-7665.
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TESTIMONY
: of the
CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE OF MUNICIPALITIES
to the

FINANCE, REVENUE AND BONDING COMMITTEE

Tuesday, March 10, 1998

The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities thanks you for the opportunity to testify today ona
' ) number bills that would impact Cénnecticut’s cities and towns.
i P

CCM supporis R.B. 5683, , “AA Implementing the Regional Assets Ad Hoc Committee
Recommendations”.

CCM urges you to support this legislation, R.B. 5683 is a legislative priority of cities and towns
throughout Connecticut.

While R.B. 5683 needs some technical changes (as CRCOG’s testimony will detail) in order to
conform to the final recommendations of the ad hoc committee that authored it, the proposal merits
your support.

As the explanatory materials in the appendix to this testimony make clear, R.B. 5683 is an exciting
and innovative proposal to-encourage regional collaboration in Connecticut. It will improve our
quality of life, and lead to increased economic vitality.

, R_B. 5683 provides a unique opportunity to reinvest state sales tax revenues into regionally-important
i assets. Such reinvestment will more than pay for itself in the form of increased economic activity --
k activity that will benefit participating regions as well as the state as a whole.

CCM urges you to JFS R.B. 5683.

i

A CcCM ses.S'B. 60, “AA Concerning the Personal Income Tax”. The most onerous tax in
. ) Connecticut is the property tax, which adversely impacts residents and businesses alike.
Connecticut’s.over-reliance on the property tax to fund local public services creates financial hardship

.
recycled paper w2
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CCM S.B. 5§38, “AAC Foreclosure by Sale or Auction”.

CCM S.B, 539, “AAC Arts and Entertainment Districts”

CCM supports H.B. 5659, “AAC the Assessment of Personal Property”

CCM supports H.B. 5664, “AAC the Property Tax Exemption of Certain Commercial Motor

Vehicles” )

CCM supports H.B. 5665, “AAC Property Tax Relief for Certain Elderly and Totally Disabled

Homeowners”,

CCM supports H.B. 5667, “AA Exempting School Buses from the Property Tax”,

CCM supports S.B. 569, “AAC Initiatives for Businesses in Urban Areas”,

0y
@
(3
(4)

Appendix

R.B, 5683: The Proposal in Brief
Members of the Ad Hoc Committee to Study Regional Assets Districts
Q & A onRegional Assets Investments
Outline of R.B, 5683 as recommended.by the Ad Hoc Committee on January
20, 1998
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