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Senate Wednesday, April 30, 19 

SEN. JEPSEN: 

Calendar 277, File 449, Substitute for SB494, I 

move referral to the Committee on Government, 

Administration, and Elections. 

THE CHAIR: 
Without objection, so ordered. 

SEN. JEPSEN: 
Calendar 278, File 454, Substitute for SB1120, I 

move referral to the Committee on Government, 

Administration, and Elections. 

THE CHAIR: 

Withoutobjection, so ordered. 
SEN. JEPSEN: 

Calendar 279, File 456, Substitute for SB1315, I 

move referral to the Committee on Banks. 
THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 
SEN. JEPSEN: 

Calendar 280, File 457,|Substitute for SB1316, I 
move to the Consent Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Motion is to refer this item to the Consent 

Calendar. Without objection, so ordered. 
SEN. JEPSEN: 

Page 15, Calendar 281, File 450, Substitute for 

1352 
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referral to the Committee on Appropriations. 
THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 

SEN. JEPSEN: 

Page 31, Calendar 258, is PR. 

259 is Go. 

362, PR. 

268, Go. 

269, PR. 

274, PR. 

Page 32, Calendar 276, Substitute for SB212, I 
move to the Committee on Appropriations. 

THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 

SEN. JEPSEN: 

Calendar 277, Substitute for SB494, I move 

referral to the Committee on Appropriations. 
THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 
SEN. JEPSEN: 

Calendar 279 is PR. 

Calendar 282, Substitute for SB628, I move to the 

Committee on Appropriations. 

THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 
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Senator Daily. 
SEN. DAILY: 

Thank you very much, Madam President. I would 
move acceptance of the Joint Committee's Favorable 
Report and passage of the bill in concurrence with the 
House. 

THE CHAIR: ; 
The question is on passage in concurrence with the 

House. Will you remark? 
SEN. DAILY: 

Thank you. The bill is fairly technical in 
nature, strengthening some of the DEP permits and 
providing further ongoing work for streamlining 
compliance permitting processes. 
THE CHAIR: 

The question is on passage of the bill in 
concurrence. Will you remark further? Will you remark 
further? Senator Daily. 
SEN. DAILY: 

Thank you very much, Madam President. Without 
objection, I move this to Consent. 
THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 
THE CLERK: 

Calendar Page 18, Calendar 277, File 449, 
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Substitute for SB494 An Act Concerning the Offibe of 

the Child Advocate. Favorable Report of the Committees 

on Children, Judiciary, Government Administration and 

Elections and Appropriations. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Williams. 

SEN. WILLIAMS: 

Thank you, Madam President. I move adoption of 

the Joint Committee's Favorable Report and passage of 

the bill. 

THE CHAIR: 

The question is on passage. Will you remark? 

SEN. WILLIAMS: 

Yes. Madam President, this bill makes 

confidential and exempt from disclosure under Freedom 

of Information laws, the names and personal information 

of anyone who makes a complaint to the child advocate. 

In addition, it makes confidential all information 

that the office obtains or generates during any 

investigation and all confidential records the advocate 

or her designee obtains in that regard. 

In addition, it extends to the office of the child 

advocate, access to records and authority to inspect, 

copy and subpoena records. In addition, the bill 

prohibits any state or municipal agency from 

002539 
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discharging or discriminating or retaliating against 
any employee who in^ good faith complains to the office 
of the child advocate or cooperates with their 
investigation. 

And finally, Madam President, the bill establishes 
a separate nonlapsing general fund account for the 
child advocate's office. The account is funded by 
legal fees obtained from court actions that the 
advocate brings and from any grants or gifts that the 
child advocate office receives. 
THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark further on the bill? Senator 
Eads. 
SEN. EADS: 

Thank you, Madam President. I'd just like to get 
up and endorse this legislation. I think it's very 
good. We established the office of child advocate over 
a year ago and it is getting very, very busy and doing 
a very good job. 

So I would ask the support of all 36 of us. Thank 
you very much. 
THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Senator. Will you remark further on 
the bill? 
SEN. WILLIAMS: 
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Madam President. 
THE CHAIR: 

Senator Williams. 
SEN. WILLIAMS: 

Could we stand at ease for just a second. 
THE CHAIR: 

The Chamber will stand at ease for a moment. 
SEN. WILLIAMS: 

Excuse me, Madam President. 
THE CHAIR: 

Senator Williams. 
SEN. WILLIAMS: 

Thank you. I'd like to yield to Senator Crisco. 
THE CHAIR: 

Senator Crisco, do you accept the yield? 
SEN. CRISCO: 

Yes, thank you, Madam President. Madam President, 
my apologies to the Chamber for being a little delayed 
but we are doing the Lord's work and so I just ask 
everybody's apology. 

Madam President, I would ask that the Clerk call 
LC08626. 
THE CLERK: 

LC08626 which will be designated Senate Amendment 
Schedule "A". It's offered by Senator Crisco of the 
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17th District et al. 
THE CHAIR: 

Senator Crisco, the amendment is in your 
possession. 
SEN. CRISCO: 

Thank you, Madam President. Madam President, I 
move adoption of the amendment, waiving of the reading 
and permission to summarize. 
THE CHAIR: 

The question is on adoption. Please proceed. 
SEN. CRISCO: 

Thank you, Madam President. Madam President, all 
of us over the years have heard how much of value is 
the family. This amendment which is supported by both 
sides of the aisle, many members, Senator LeBeau, 
Senator Eads, Senator Guglielmo, Senator Smith, Senator 
Ciotto and Senator Prague and whoever else is welcome 
to join us, creates a Family Day on a particular day on 
Sunday. It asks that the Governor should proclaim the 
second Sunday in September of each year to be Family 
Day with suitable exercises to be held at the State 
Capitol and elsewhere. 

And Madam President, the origin of this particular 
idea same from an essay contest that I held in my 
district last spring and out of 400 entries, almost 
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half specified, the theme of the essay was how to make 
Connecticut a better place to live and work. And 
almost half of the children from fifth and sixth grade 
that submitted their essays contended that, if they 
could spend more time with their family, Connecticut 
would be a better place to live and it would be a 
better place for them. 

So based on that one idea from a young lady from 
Ansonia, I felt it was appropriate to ask my colleagues 
to consider this amendment so that Connecticut will 
have the first Family Day in order to exemplify the 
values that we represent. 
THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Senator Crisco. Will you remark 
further on the amendment? Will you remark further? If 
not, I will try your minds. All those in favor 
indicate by saying "aye". 
ASSEMBLY: 

Aye. 
THE CHAIR: 

Opposed, "nay". Ayes have it. Senate "A" is 
adopted^ Will you remark further on the bill as 
amended? Senator Williams. 
SEN. WILLIAMS: 

Madam President, if there's no objection, I would 
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move this to the Consent Calendar. 

0028W 

THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 

THE CLERK: 

Calendar 290, Files 286 and 484, HB6063 An Act 

Concerning the Indexing of Interest Rates on Nursing 

Home Resident Funds, as amended by House Amendment 

Schedule "A", LC06121 and Senate Amendment Schedule 

"A", LC05292. Favorable Report of the Committee on 

Human Services and Appropriations. The Committee 

recommends passage with both House Amendment "A" and 

Senate Amendment Schedule "A" . 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Jepsen. 

SEN. JEPSEN: 

I would ask this item be passed temporarily. 

THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 

THE CLERK: 

Calendar Page 19, Calendar 309, File 473, 

Substitute for SB1107 An Act Concerning Binding 

Arbitration for Teachers. Favorable Report of the 

Committee on Education and Labor. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Gaffey. 

« 
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Calendar Page 9, Calendar 454, HB7030. 

Calendar 461, HB6713. 

Calendar Page 11, Calendar 47 8, Substitute for 

HB5112. 
Calendar 479, Substitute for HB6765. 

Calendar 481, Substitute for HB6932. 

Calendar Page 16, Calendar 238, Substitute for 

HB6336. 

Calendar Page 18, Calendar 277, Substitute for 

SB494 

Calendar Page 19, Calendar 309, Substitute for 

SB1107. 

Calendar Page 20, Calendar 327, Substitute for 

SB260. 

Calendar Page 21, Calendar 387, Substitute for 

SB1127. 

Madam President, that completes the first Consent 

Calendar. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Would you once again 

announce a roll call vote. The machine will be opened. 

THE CLERK: 

An immediate roll call has been ordered in the 

Senate. Will all Senators please return to the 

Chamber. 
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An immediate roll call has been ordered in the 
Senate on the Consent Calendar. Will all Senators 
please return to the Chamber. 
THE CHAIR: 

If all members have voted, the machine will be 
locked. 
THE CLERK: 

The Senate is still voting on the Consent Calendar 
No. 1. Will all Senators please return to the Chamber 
to make sure that their vote is properly cast. 

The Senate is still voting on the Consent Calendar 
No. 1. Will all Senators please return to the Chamber. 
THE CHAIR: 

If all members have voted, the machine will be 

locked. The Clerk please take a tally. 

THE CLERK: 

The adoption of the Consent Calendar No. 1. Total 

number voting, 36; necessary for adoption 19. Those 

voting "yea", 36; those voting "nay", 0. Those absent 

and not voting, 0. 

THE CHAIR: 

The Consent Calendar is adopted. Senator Jepsen. 

SEN. JEPSEN: 

I'd ask the Chamber to stand in recess for 
approximately ten minutes while a new Go list is 
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Motion is for the Consent Calendar. Without 
objection, so ordered. 
SEN. PETERS: 

r Also on Agenda No. 4, SB418. I would ask for 
suspension, Madam President. 
THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 
SEN. PETERS: 

And place that on the Consent Calendar. 
THE CHAIR: 

Motion is for the Consent Calendar. Without 
objection, so ordered. 
SEN. PETERS: 

On Senate Agenda No. 4,_SB494. I would ask for 
suspension, Madam President. 
THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 
SEN. PETERS: 

Thank you. I would place that on the Consent 
Calendar. 
THE CHAIR: 

Without objection, so ordered. 
SEN. PETERS: 

Also on No. 4, SJ3417, I would ask for suspension, 
Madam President. 
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Calendar Page 15,' Calendar 363, HB6585. 
Calendar 557, Substitute for HB6735. 
Calling off of the Agendas, beginning with Agenda 

No. 3, HB6711. Substitute for HB6711. 
Substitute for HB6735. 
Substitute for HB6917. 
Substitute for SB1237. 

Substitute for SB, correction, just SB1017. 
Off Senate Agenda No. 4, HB6652. 
Substitute for SB418. 
Substitute for SB494. 
And Substitute for SB417. 

Senate Agenda No. 7, Substitute for HB6707. 
Madam President, I believe that completes the 

Third Consent Calendar. 
THE CHAIR: 

Before we vote on that, there are some corrections 
and questions, Mr. Clerk on Senate Agenda No. 3. I 
believe the House Bill was 6734. Is that correct? 
THE CLERK: 

Correction. It should be Substitute for HB6734. 
THE CHAIR: 

Senator Bozek. Please use your microphone, Sir. 
SEN. BOZEK: 

On Page 8, 598. 
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THE CLERK: 

One additional matter, Madam President, Calendar 

Page 8, Calendar 598, HB6266. 

THE CHAIR: 

Thank you, Sir. Are there any other corrections 

or additions? If not, would the Clerk once again 

announce a roll call vote. The machine is open. 

THE CLERK: 

An immediate roll call been ordered in the Senate. 

Will all Senators please return to the Chamber. 

An immediate roll call has been ordered in the 

Senate. Will all Senators please return to the 

Chamber. 

THE CHAIR: 

Have all members voted? If so, the machine will 

be locked. The Clerk please take a tally. 

THE CLERK: 

On the adoption of Consent Calendar No. 3. Total 

number voting, 36; necessary for adoption 19. Those 

voting "yea", 362; those voting "nay", 0. Those absent 

and not voting, 0. 

THE CHAIR: 

The Consent Calendar is adopted. 

Senator Peters. 

SEN. PETERS: 
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House of Representatives 

Without objection this matter is referred to the 

Committee on Finance. Mr. Clerk, Calendar 643. 

CLERK: 

On page twenty-five, Calendar 643, substitute for 

SB494. v AN ACT CONCERNING THE OFFICE OF THE CHILD 

ADVOCATE, as amended by Senate amendment schedule "A." 

Favorable report of the Committee on Appropriations. 

SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE PUDLIN: 

Representative Godfrey. 

REP. GODFREY: (110th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. I would move that this 

item be referred to the Committee on Finance Revenue 

and Bonding. 

SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE PUDLIN: 

Without objection, referred to the Committee on 

Finance. Mr. Clerk Calendar 125. 

CLERK: 

On page twenty-seven, Calendar 125, substitute for 

HB6542. AN ACT CONCERNING VITAL RECORDS BIRTH DEFECTS 

DATA, APPOINTMENT OF AGENTS, NEWBORN EYE INFLAMMATION 

REPORTING, JOINT EFFORTS WITH OTHER MUNICIPALITIES AND 

REPEAL OF OBSOLETE STATUTES. Favorable report of the 

Committee on Education. 

SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE PUDLIN: 

Representative Godfrey. 

00395 I 
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Tuesday, May 27, 1997 
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House of Representatives Wednesday, June 4, 1997 

Calendar 643. 
CLERK: 

On page thirty-seven, Calendar 643, substitute for 

SB494. AN ACT CONCERNING THE OFFICE OF THE CHILD 

ADVOCATE. As amended by Senate amendment schedule "A," 

House rejected House amendment schedule "A" and 

designated House amendment schedule "A." 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Lawlor, excuse me Representative 

Lawlor they gave me the wrong information, 

Representative Mushinsky. 

REP. MUSHINSKY: (85th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker, good afternoon. I move 

acceptance of the Joint Committee's favorable report 

and passage of the bill in concurrence with the Senate. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Questions on acceptance and passage in concurrence 

with the Senate, will you remark further? 

REP. MUSHINSKY: (85th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. We had previously rejected 

Senate "A" and designated House "A." At this time I 

would ask that House "A" be withdrawn. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Would you call House "A" first? 

REP. MUSHINSKY: (85th) 
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Sure, the Clerk has LCO 9587, designated House 

"A. " 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Clerk please call LCO 9587, previously designated 

House "A." 

CLERK: 

^ LCO 9587, designated House "A" offered by 

Representatives Tulisano and Diamantis. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Mushinsky. 

REP. MUSHINSKY: (85th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. At this time I would ask 

that House "A" be withdrawn and may call a new 

amendment. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

The question is House "A" be withdrawn, are there 

any objections? Seeing none, House "A" is withdrawn. 

REP. MUSHINSKY: (85th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. The Clerk has an 

amendment, LCO 1012 6 will the Clerk please call and I 

may I summarize. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Clerk please call LCO 10126 to be designated House 

"B" and the Representative has asked leave to 

summarize. 
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CLERK: 

. LCO 1012 6, designated House "B" offered by 

Representative Tulisano,et al. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Mushinsky. 

REP. MUSHINSKY: (85th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. This revision makes minor 

revisions to the file to the responsibilities of the 

child advocate, deletes the dedication of court fees to 

a separate fund and allows gifts to be placed in a 

separate account, moves the office from the office of 

Protection and Advocacy for persons with disabilities. 

I move adoption of the amendment. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Questions on adoption, will you remark further on 

House "B"? Will you remark on House "B"? 

Representative Nystrom. 

REP. NYSTROM: (46th) 

Thank you, a question through you please? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Proceed. 

REP. NYSTROM: (46th) 

Thank you. Representative Mushinsky you stated 

that it moves the office from protection and advocacy, 

could you for the record tell us where it's going to? 
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REP. MUSHINSKY: (85th) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, it's going to Freedom of 

Information Commission for administrative purposes 

only. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Nystrom. 

REP. NYSTROM: (46th) 

Thank you, I support the amendment. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Will you remark further on House "B"? Willyou 

remark further on House "B"? If not we'11 try your 

minds, all those in favor signify by saying aye. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

Aye. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Those opposed? House "B" is adopted. Willyou 

remark further on the bill as amended? Will you 

remark? Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker the Clerk has 

LCO 9765 will he call and I be permitted to summarize? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Clerk please call LCO 9765 to be designated House 

"C" . 

CLERK: 
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,LCO 9765 designated as House "C" offered by^ 

^.Representatives Scalettarand Farr. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. This amendment deals with 

the need to maintain confidentiality of records of 

child abuse and neglect, but balances that with the 

right to know the content. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Ward, for what reason do you rise? 

REP. WARD: (86th) 

Mr. Speaker, I believe we don't have that 

amendment on this side of the aisle. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

The Chamber will stand at ease until the other 

side of the aisle receives the amendment. The Chamber 

will come back to order, Representative Godfrey. 

REP. GODFREY: (110th) 

Mr. Speaker this amendment doesn't appear to be 

ready, so I would ask that it the item be passed 

temporarily. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Question for theitemto be passed temporarily, 

all those in favor? 
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REPRESENTATIVES: 

Aye. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

All those opposed? The item is passed 

temporarily. Clerk please call Calendar 534. 

CLERK: 

On page thirteen, Calendar 534, substitute for 

SB417. AN ACT PROVIDING DEPENDENT DISABLED SUPPORT 

PAYMENTS. Favorable report of the Committee on 

Judiciary. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Lawlor, I believe we have you this 

time. 

REP. LAWLOR: (99th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. I move acceptance of the 

Joint Committee's favorable report and passage of the 

bill in concurrence with the Senate. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Question on acceptance and passage in concurrence 

with the Senate, will you remark further? 

REP. LAWLOR: (99th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. This bill in essence for 

certain types of children who are caught up in a 

dissolution of marriage and subsequent support orders, 

if those children have a physical or mental disability 
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ask that he call LCO 6055, and that I be allowed to 

summarize. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Clerk please call LCO 6055 and the Representative 

has asked leave to summarize, designated House "A." 

CLERK: 

LCO 6055, House "A" offered by Representative 

Dyson. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

The Chamber will stand at ease, the other side of 

the aisle does not have the amendment. Representative 

Godfrey. 

REP. GODFREY: (110th) 

Mr. Speaker I would move it pass temporarily. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Seeing no objections so ordered. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Clerk please call Calendar 643. 

CLERK: 

On page thirty-seven, Calendar 643,, substitute 

SB494. AN ACT CONCERNING THE OFFICE OF THE CHILD 

ADVOCATE. House "B" has been adopted and House "C" 

designated. Favorable report of the Committee on 

Finance. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 
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Representative Mushinsky. 
REP. MUSHINSKY: (85th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. I'd like to yield to 

Representative Scalettar for an amendment. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar do you accept the yield? 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. The Clerk has LCO 9765 

will he call and I be permitted to summarize? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Will the Clerk please call LCO 9765 previously 

designated House "C." 

CLERK: 

yLCQ 9765, House "C" offered by Representative 

Scalettar, et al. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. This amendment is an 

effort to better balance the needs of confidentiality 

and child neglect and abuse cases with the rights of 

various parties to have information about what goes on 

at the Department of Children and Families. One of the 

most important aspects of this bill is to facilitate 

the exchange of information between the Department of 
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Children and Families and other agencies which license 

people who care for children. This became an issue 

this year when the Department of Health, which licenses 

day care facilities did not have access to DCF records 

concerning child abuse. 

In addition the bill would allow the person who is 

the subject of an investigation to have much easier 

access to. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Excuse me Representative Scalettar, would you move 

acceptance and passage of the bill please? 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Yes, I move acceptance and passage of the bill. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Questions on acceptance and passage, will you 

remark further? 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

I am now on LCO 9765 and I move adoption of the 

amendment. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Questions on the adoption of House "C" would you 

remark? 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. This would allow, as I 

said, persons who are the subject of an investigation 
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to obtain information about that. It would also make 

it easier for a person who believes that he or she is 

the subject of false reporting to obtain information 

about the false report. It clarifies that mandated 

reporters acting outside of their professional capacity 

will be treated like non-mandated reporters. 

It also requires DCF when possible to place 

siblings together. There are other provisions in the 

bill along these lines, to assure proper care for 

children and the right of people to know what's going 

on in an agency which performs such crucial services 

for the state. And I urge adoption, Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Questions on the adoption of House "C" would you 

remark on house "C"? Representative Farr. 

REP. FARR: (19th) 

Yes, thank you Mr. Speaker. Speaking on behalf of 

the amendment, as Representative Scalettar pointed out, 

what this bill tries to do is give some balance. One 

of the problems we have now in DCF is that literally if 

you have a neighbor that's mad at you, the neighbor can 

call up and make a complaint and DCF has to 

investigate. 

If the neighbor complains an says you're abusing 

your children. Your neighbor can do that day after day 
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after day, and you get investigated over and over 
again. And there are no controls on it. And what this 
amendment attempts to do is put some controls on that. 
One of the things it does is it continues to allow 
anonymous complaints, but we record the anonymous 
complaints and if there's a finding by a court that, 
that anonymous complaint is done without any just 
cause, in an attempt to harass you that the recording 
itself can actually released to you. 

So then you have the opportunity to find out who 

was making those complaints to DCF. It doesn't 

completely eliminate some of the abuses, because there 

will continue to be abuses as long as you have a system 

that allows anonymous complaints. But what we had to 

do was balance the need to protect children with the 

need to protect people against whom wrong complaints 

are filed. 

I think it's a good amendment and a reasonable 

attempt to deal with some issues. We, are a little bit 

disappointed, we were going to go further in terms of 

reforming some of the court process that was not done 

at this point, we will be studying it for next year and 

hopefully we can make some more reforms. I urge 

passage of the amendment. Thank you. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 
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Will you remark further on House "C"? 
Representative Tymniak. 
REP. TYMNIAK: (133rd) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. Through you a question to 

the proponent of the amendment. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Please frame your question. 

REP. TYMNIAK: (133rd) 

Representative Scalettar, with regard to the 

process, could you describe what this new process will 

be with regard to reporting? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

There is not actually a new process with the 

reporting of child abuse or neglect. There is a new 

process with obtaining the names of a reporter if a 

person believe that he is the subject of a false report 

or the subject, and a person may have easier access to 

records if he is the subject of a report. 

REP. TYMNIAK: (133rd) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, what is the criteria then 

to notify someone who has been reported on with regard 

to a complaint? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 
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Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, I'm not clear, if the 

question what's the procedure for reporting to the 

person who is the subject to the complaint? 

REP. TYMNIAK: (133rd) 

Yes, through you Mr. Speaker. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

That is reporting that he is the subject of a 

complaint? 

REP. TYMNIAK: (133rd) 

That's correct, through you Mr. Speaker. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, as far as I know there is 

no particular procedure now in DCF. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Tymniak. 

REP. TYMNIAK: (13 3rd) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, then this amendment will 

not address the issue of being able to have anonymous 

complaints? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, it is still permissible 
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for DCF to take anonymous complaints. This amendment 

does not eliminate that. What it tries to do is reduce 

the likelihood that an anonymous complaint will be 

false. And that's done by requiring the Commissioner 

to record telephone conversations, to record reports 

that come into DCF to announce that the report is being 

recorded and to include in the message the fact that 

false reports are a crime under our statutes. Through 

you Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Tymniak. 

REP. TYMNIAK: (133rd) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. Through you, the process 

then if there is a false complaint filed, will the 

person who is the subject of that false complaint be 

notified of who has filed a false complaint? Through 

you Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, yes, if DCF knows that 

the complaint is false, DCF must now report it to the 

police and to the subject of the complaint. At the 

same time the person who is the subject of the 

complaint can apply to a court now, and bring an action 
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and obtain the name of the person, if the court after 
an in camera consideration of the issues determines 
that it's appropriate. Now of course that can only be 
done in a case where DCF is holding the name as 
confidential. Where there is a truly anonymous report, 
it's possible that no one will know the name of the 
complainant. And as long as anonymous reports are 
allowed, that is something that could occur. Through 
you Mr. Speaker. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Tymniak. 
REP. TYMNIAK: (133rd) 

It sounds to me that this was, it mirrors very 
closely a bill that was before the Children's Committee 
this past session. I believe it was proposed by 
Representative Fusco. Is the proponent aware of 
whether that's the fact or not? 
DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 
REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, I don't know that. I 
know that there are some concerns that I have discussed 
with Representative Fusco, which are addressed in this 
amendment, but I don't know specifically which bills 
were before the other committee, through you Mr. 
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Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Tymniak. 

REP. TYMNIAK: (133rd) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, so then in other words 

what we're ending up with then is that in the case 

where there is a knowingly false report made, that 

information would be passed on for investigation by the 

appropriate authorities. What is the process where a 

report is made and they're not able to substantiate 

that it was false, maybe they cannot reach any 

conclusion. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, this does not require 

disclosure of a name where there's not a substantiation 

of knowingly false reporting by DCF. But as I said it 

does allow a court to look into the matter. And where 

the court reasonably believes that the report may have 

been false, the court can make that information 

available and the person could pursue a remedy in court 

and attempt him or herself to show that it was false. 

Through you Mr. Speaker, 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 
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Representative Tymniak. 

REP. TYMNIAK: (133rd) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, then what I believe the 

proponent is addressing here is those rare instances 

where there actually been a--actually not rare 

instances--but those instances where there has been as 

substantiated report, or if there is an unsubstantiated 

report which is the large gray area in between, what 

happens with those records? Are they maintained by the 

Department and who are they available to? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. Through you Mr. Speaker, 

we have not changed what the agency does with records. 

And I think the gentleman is getting at the question of 

expungement of records and when that should be done, 

that is not addressed in this amendment. It is an 

issue which I think needs attention, but it's not 

addressed here, through you Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Tymniak. 

REP. TYMNIAK: (133rd) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, does the proponent of the 

amendment know what portion of complaints are able to 
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be, are substantiated presently by DCF? 
DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, I don't have those 

statistics with me. I know there are different 

percentages for abuse and neglect cases and I think the 

percentages are very different, but I don't have that 

here today, through you Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Tymniak. 

REP. TYMNIAK: (133rd) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Will ŷ ou remark further on House "C"? 

Representative Mazzoccoli. 

REP. MAZZOCCOLI: (27th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. A question to the 

proponent of the amendment. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Please frame your question. 

REP. MAZZOCCOLI: (27th) 

Line 3 76 through you Mr. Speaker, can I get an 

explanation of the change that says "or in good faith 

does not make" as it relates to line 375? 
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DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Yes, through ypu Mr. Speaker, at this time there 

is immunity, this only applies to mandated reporters. 

A mandated reporter who in good faith makes a report of 

child abuse and it's proved to be false, that person is 

immune from liability. There are many cases now though 

that we have heard about where professional people in 

particular feel that they must err always on the side 

of reporting even when in their professional judgement 

they really don't believe there has been abuse. 

And so as long as they're exercising their 

professional judgement as a mandated reporter and in 

good faith don't make a report, this lends some balance 

to that reporting requirement. Through you Mr. 

Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Mazzoccoli. 

REP. MAZZOCCOLI: (27th) 

Okay, that's a little bit more clear for me. 

Could we continue further to sub paragraph b beginning 

on line 487. Question, actually it's existing wording, 

specifically 492, but taking into context the whole 

sentence "has reasonable cause to believe that a child 
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has been abused by a staff member of a public or 

private institution." Going further down, it says 

there beginning or at line 493 "the commissioner shall 

notify the executive director of such institution, 

school or facility and shall provide records whether or 

not created by the department concerning such 

investigation" and it goes on. And then it says "such 

institution, school or facility may suspend such staff 

person. 

I'm not sure, is the intent here to require that, 

that person, if it's a private institution have to take 

such action, and why would we direct a private 

institution to take action with respect to a salary 

issue on a suspension? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, that is not new language, 

that's existing language in the statute. And this has 

to do with facilities which care for children and are 

licensed to care for children, and so they are under 

the jurisdiction of the state for those purposes. But 

as I noted, that is existing language in the statute. 

REP. MAZZOCCOLI: (27th) 

But, through you Mr. Speaker, if you go to 502 you 



006596 
kmr 230 
House of Representatives Wednesday, June 4, 1997 

made the change there that deletes investigative 

agencies involved by the employer of the staff person, 

which to me would include a private employer, what's 

your intention there? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, that's to be sure that 

when the agency which employs the person conducts the 

investigation that they can then take action based on 

their own investigation. Through you Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Mazzoccoli. 

REP. MAZZOCCOLI: (27th) 

Alright, thank you Mr. Speaker. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Will you remark further? Will you remark further 

on House "C"? Representative Kirkley-Bey. 

REP. KIRKLEY-BEY: (5th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, through you 

to the proponent of the bill. I have a question. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Please state your question. 

REP. KIRKLEY-BEY: (5th) 

In the tragic happenings that occurred with the 
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McBride baby who was killed while in a day care, I need 

to ask this question. What if any disciplinary action 

is in this bill with regard to the Department of 

Children and Families and their neglect in identifying 

this women of having been someone who had former abuse 

on her? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Through you Mr. Speaker, this does not address 

that question directly. Through you Mr. Speaker. 

REP. KIRKLEY-BEY: (5th) 

Mr. Speaker, through you, is there anything 

anywhere that you're putting out this year out of 

Judiciary that covers that? I think that is a tragic 

thing and I don't mind, while we try to do things that 

deal with people, but let's get to the heart of our 

problem with children and that's the Department of 

Children and Families in and of itself. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Scalettar. 

REP. SCALETTAR: (114th) 

Thank you, through you Mr. Speaker, I would like 

to say that I would be very happy to work with the lady 

about that issue, I absolutely agree with her. And I 
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think it's an issue beyond the reach of one single bill 
or amendment this year. I agree with what she has said 
and do offer to work with her on that issue. Thank you 
Mr. Speaker. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

- Will you remark further on House "C"? Will you 

remark further on House "C"? If not, we'll try your 

minds, all those in favor signify by saying aye. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

Aye. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Those opposed? The ayes have it, House "C" is 

adopted. Will you remark further on the bill as 

amended? Will you remark further on the bill as 

amended? If not staff and guests to the well of the 

House, the machine will be open. 

CLERK: 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll 

call, members to the Chamber. The House is voting by 

roll call, members to the Chamber please. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Have all members voted? If all members have voted 

please check the machine to make sure your vote is 

properly recorded. The machine will be locked. The 

Clerk will take a tally. The Clerk will announce the 
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tally. 
CLERK: 

Senate Bill 494 as amended by House "B" and "C." 

Total Number Voting 147 

Necessary for Passage 74 

Those voting Yea 147 

Those voting Nay 0 
Those absent and not voting 4 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

^Will as amended passes. Representative Godfrey. 

REP. GODFREY: (110th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker I would move 

for the immediate transmittal to the Senate of all 

items requiring further action by the Senate. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Question is on immediate transmittal to the 

Senate, seeing no objection so ordered. Clerk please 

call Calendar 270. 

CLERK: 

On page thirty, Calendar 270, HB6369. AN ACT 

CONCERNING THE DESTRUCTION OF HOUSING PROJECTS BY 

HOUSING AUTHORITIES. Favorable report of the.Committee 

on Commerce. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER HYSLOP: 

Representative Flaherty. 
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And then I have to put it back in and people keep 
pursing it so thank you very much. 

SEN. EADS: Thank you. The next one will be Kristine 
Ragaglia whose the child advocate. Good morning, 
Kris. 

KRISTINE RAGAGLIA: Good morning. Good morning Senator 
Eads, Representative Mushinsky, and members of the 
Select Committee on Children. 
My name is Kristine Ragaglia and it is an honor to (oQDo 
appear before you today and present testimony in 
support of SB 12 6j_ BUDGET OF THE OFFICE OF THE CHILD 
ADVOCATE and SB494, OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE. 

I would also like to present testimony in support 
of the concept in HB5792, AN ACT ESTABLISHING A 
CHILDREN'S CABINET. I would like to introduce 
Stacey Gerber who is with me today to my right, the 
assistant child advocate. We have submitted 
written testimony on these bills for your 
consideration. 
Regarding SB126, the Office of the Child Advocate 
budget. Attached to the written testimony is a 
document entitled proposed structure and budget for 
of the Office of the Child Advocate. That document 
outlines how the proposed funding increase would be 
utilized. 
The proposed structure was developed with the 
assistance of the personnel director of our APO 
agency and representative of DAS. Their input was 
necessary to identify job classes for the positions 
proposed and the development of an Office that did 
not create another bureaucracy, but took into 
account basic needs in light of the mandate of 
Public Act 95-242. 
Even with the proposed structure we will have to 
set priorities for the office. The structure 
should, however, permit greater attention to 
systems issues, attention to which is presently 
hindered at this time by the commitment that our 
office is making to complaints. 

a t 
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of Public Act 95-242 without level of staffing. 
Accordingly we ask your support and ask for your 
support of this bill. 
With regard to.SB494, THE OFFICE OF THE CHILD 
ADVOCATE, we are™supporting this bill which seeks 
to protect contributions to the office by 
preventing them from lapsing into the general fund 
if not used by the end of a fiscal year, and seeks 
to clarify the confidentiality provision of Public 
At 95-242. 

Both of these issues are addressed in the third 
document attached to the written testimony 
entitled: Proposed Revisions to Public Act 95-242, 
along with other needed clarifications which are 
reflected in RB908, AN ACT CONCERNING THE OFFICE OF 
THE CHILD ADVOCATE. 
The need to clarify these areas has become apparent 
in attempting to review complaints and child 
fatalities. Because the proposed revisions 
document addresses all of these in detail, I will 
simply highlight the issues and our proposed 
resolutions. 
With regard to donations, it has been expressed to 
the child advocate that donations are unlikely if 
the donor believes that the money will go back into 
the general fund if it's not spent by the office of 
the child advocate during the fiscal year in which 
it was received. 

Accordingly, we support an amendment to Section 
9(4) of Public Act 95-242 to ensure that donations 
are reserved for the office, thereby encouraging 
the office to seek such donations to support the 
mandates of the act. The amendment may be done in 
language similar to that of Connecticut General 
Statute Section 22-6(a) by deleting the last 
sentence of Section 9(4) and inserting the 
following at the end of the previous sentence: ", 
and may be expend such funds for the purpose of 
such grants, gifts and bequests." Preferable 
language may be that used in Public Act. 95-275, 
which creates a "separate, non-lapsing account 
within the General Fund." Other similar language 
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language to that proposal, Section 4 of Bill 908; 
namely, the omission of names, addresses and 
identifying information. We are not opposed to 
that clarifying language. 

Further, DSS would prefer that the provision state 
that the Child Advocate not violate DSS federal 
confidentiality requirements. DSS will be 
supplying us language and we will get that to the 
committee as soon as it's received. 

The proposed language will also protect the 
identity of those persons complaining to the office 
and insure that an investigation or activities 
related to the mandates of the act are protected 
from disclosure, unless disclosure is needed in 
order for the child advocate to perform her duties 
under the act. 

Proposed language was borrowed in part from the 
Michigan's Children Ombudsmen Act to SB723 and 
Connecticut's Whistleblower Statute and the Office 
of Protection and Advocacy Statute. 
Finally, clarification is needed as to disclosure 
to the Child Fatality Review Panel by the child 
advocate. Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services has advised us that it did not 
believe it could share its confidential records 
with the Child Fatality Review Panel, despite the 
fact that the Panel enabling legislation is in the 
middle of the child advocate legislation. 
So this proposal addresses that concern by 
permitting the child advocate to share confidential 
information with the Child Fatality Review Panel. 
I would note that the Child Fatality Review Panel's 
position on redisclosure is that there should be no 
redisclosure of confidential information, except 
with regard to statistics and recommendations. And 
I believe that will be addressed in HB6008, which 
is not presently before you, but I would urge its 
consideration. 

There are additional areas that require 
clarification as reflected in RB908. But if they 
are going beyond the topics of this SB494 --
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SEN. EADS: Kris, pardon me. Is this all in your 
testimony? 

KRISTINE RAGAGLIA: It is and I'm right at the end, 
Senator. 

SEN. EADS: And I'm wondering if you could just 
summarize cause we have people following. 

KRISTINE RAGAGLIA: Okay. In summary, Senator, I would 
ask you to seriously consider and agree that these 
changes are needed to best serve the children of 
this state. 
Moving to the act establishing the children's 
cabinet, HB5792, I would like to say that I support 
the concept7"But"since the specific language has 
not yet been proposed I'd like to reserve my 
judgment and offer to work with the committee on 
this bill. 

I do have some information from a child advocate in 
Rhode Island, Laureen Diambra, which generally 
supports the legislation as one is working well in 
Rhode Island and has offered some insight and if 
the committee would like me to leave that 
information with the clerk, I would be happy to do 
so. 
Now I'd be pleased to answer your questions if you 
have any. 

SEN. EADS: Senator Williams. 
SEN. WILLIAMS: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I just want 

to commend Ms. Ragaglia in taking over the 
responsibility for the child advocate. You have 
not been on the job long, I'm impressed with the 
job you've done so far. I support very strongly 
the bills that are before us here today. The 
budget that you proposed is an excellent one. I 
might add as a footnote, it's less than the budget 
that was originally proposed three years ago in 
legislation regarding the Office of Child and 
Advocacy -- first proposed to this legislature. 
It is, however, a strong step in the right 
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ACCOUNT UNION WAGE INCREASES, AS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ASSIGN 

THOSE AT THIS POINT IN THE PROCESS. 

THAT SUMS UP THE PROCESS USED TO DEVELOP THE PROPOSED 

STRUCTURE AND BUDGET. I WOULD NOTE THAT OUR CURRENT BUDGET 

WOULD ONLY SUPPORT MYSELF, THE ASSISTANT CHILD ADVOCATE AND 

A SECRETARY AT LESS THAN 20 HOURS PER WEEK. IT WOULD BE 

EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO MEET ANY OF THE MANDATES OF PUBLIC ACT 

95-242 WITH THAT LEVEL OF STAFFING. 

ACCORDINGLY, WE SUPPORT THIS BILL AND ASK YOU TO DO SO AS 

WELL. 

SENATE RTTX 494 - OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE 

WE ARE SUPPORTING THIS BILL WHICH SEEKS TO PROTECT 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OFFICE BY PREVENTING THEM FROM LAPSING 

INTO THE GENERAL FUND IF NOT USED BY THE END OF A FISCAL YEAR 

AND SEEKS TO CLARIFY THE CONFIDENTIALITY PROVISIONS OF PUBLIC 

ACT 95-242. BOTH OF THESE ARE ADDRESSED IN THE THIRD ATTACHED 

DOCUMENT, "PROPOSED REVISIONS TO PUBLIC ACT 95-242", ALONG WITH 

OTHER NEEDED CLARIFICATIONS AND IN RAISED BILL 908 (AN ACT 

CONCERNING THE OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE). THE NEED TO 

CLARIFY THESE AREAS HAS BECOME APPARENT IN ATTEMPTING TO 

REVIEW COMPLAINTS AND CHILD FATALITIES. BECAUSE THE PROPOSED 
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REVISIONS DOCUMENT ADDRESSES ALL OF THESE ISSUES IN DETAIL, I 

WILL SIMPLY HIGHLIGHT THE ISSUES AND PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS. 

DONATIONS 

IT HAS BEEN EXPRESSED TO THE CHILD ADVOCATE THAT 

DONATIONS ARE UNLIKELY IF THE DONOR BELIEVES THAT THE MONEY 

WILL GO INTO THE GENERAL FUND IF NOT SPENT BY THE OFFICE OF THE 

CHILD ADVOCATE DURING THE FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH THE DONATION 

WAS RECEIVED. ACCORDINGLY, WE SUPPORT AN AMENDMENT TO 

SECTION 9(4) OF PUBLIC ACT 95-242 TO ENSURE THAT DONATIONS ARE 

RESERVED FOR THE OFFICE, THEREBY ENCOURAGING THE OFFICE TO 

SEEK SUCH DONATIONS TO SUPPORT THE MANDATES OF THE ACT. THE 

AMENDMENT MAY BE DONE IN LANGUAGE SIMILAR TO CONN. GEN. 

STATE. SECTION 22-6a BY DELETING THE LAST SENTENCE OF SECTION 9(4) 

AND INSERTING THE FOLLOWING AT THE END OF THE PREVIOUS 

SENTENCE ",AND MAY EXPEND SUCH FUNDS FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUCH 

GRANTS, GIFTS AND BEQUESTS." PREFERABLE LANGUAGE MAY BE THAT 

USED IN PUBLIC ACT 95-275, WHICH CREATES A "SEPARATE, NONLAPSING 

ACCOUNT WITHIN THE GENERAL FUND." OTHER SIMILAR LANGUAGE IS 

CONTAINED IN BILL 908. , 

CONFIDENTIALITY 

THE "PROPOSED REVISIONS" DOCUMENT CONTAINS THE 

BACKGROUND TO SUPPORT CLARIFICATION IN THIS AREA. PRESENTLY, 

SECTION 8(b) STATES THAT NAMES, ADDRESSES AND IDENTIFYING 

5 
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INFORMATION OF INDIVIDUALS SUBJECT TO CONFIDENTIAL 

PROCEEDINGS SHALL NOT BE RELEASED. THERE IS NO OTHER 

CONFIDENTIALITY PROVISION. 

THIS PROVISION MAY BE INTERPRETED TWO WAYS - THAT ALL 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION MAY BE DISCLOSED, INCLUDING 

INFORMATION REGARDING PERSONS SUBJECT TO CONFIDENTIAL COURT 

PROCEEDINGS AS LONG AS NAMES, ADDRESSES AND IDENTIFYING 

INFORMATION ARE OMITTED; OR THAT NOTHING MAY BE DISCLOSED 

EXCEPT CONFIDENTIAL COURT PROCEEDINGS SO LONG AS THE 

IDENTIFIED INFORMATION IS OMITTED. INTERPRETATIONS HAVE BEEN 

OFFERED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES. WE BELIEVE THAT THE RESPECTIVE 

AGENCIES AND THE CHILDREN OF THIS STATE WOULD BENEFIT FROM A 

CLARIFICATION OF THIS CONFIDENTIALITY PROVISION. 

IN ADDITION, CLARIFICATION IS NEEDED TO ADDRESS THE 

CONCERNS OF CERTAIN RECORD HOLDERS, SUCH AS DSS (STRONGER 

CONFIDENTIALITY WOULD PERMIT DISCLOSURE OF CERTAIN DSS 

RECORDS PRESENTLY NOT DISCLOSABLE UNDER FEDERAL REGULATIONS 

CITED IN THE PROPOSED REVISION [E.G., AFDC/TANF, MEDICAID, FOOD 

STAMPS, VOCATIONAL REHAB]), PROVIDE ASSURANCE TO DCF 

REGARDING ITS RECORDS WHICH ALSO HAVE FEDERAL CONFIDENTIALITY 

REQUIREMENTS, AND PROVIDE ASSURANCE TO A COURT ORDERING 

ACCESS TO A PATIENT'S DRUG AND ALCOHOL RECORDS THAT THAT 

INFORMATION WILL NOT BE DISCLOSED. 

6 
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ACCORDINGLY, WE URGE THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 8(b), BY 

REPEALING THE CURRENT LANGUAGE AND ADDING A NEW 

CONFIDENTIALITY PROVISION AS SECTION 9, AS PROPOSED IN SECTION 4 

OF BILL 908. 

THE PROPOSED LANGUAGE WOULD ALSO PROTECT THE IDENTITY 

OF THOSE PERSONS COMPLAINING TO THE OFFICE AND ENSURE THAT AN 

INVESTIGATION OR ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE MANDATES OF THE ACT 

ARE PROTECTED FROM DISCLOSURE, UNLESS DISCLOSURE IS NEEDED IN 

ORDER FOR THE CHILD ADVOCATE TO PERFORM HER DUTIES UNDER THE 

ACT. 

THE PROPOSED LANGUAGE WAS BORROWED IN PART FROM THE 

MICHIGAN CHILDREN'S OMBUDSMAN ACT, SENATE BILL 723 AND 

CONNECTICUT'S WHISTLEBLOWER STATUTE. 

FURTHER, CLARIFICATION IS NEEDED AS TO DISCLOSURE TO THE 

CHILD FATALITY REVIEW PANEL. DMHAS ADVISED US THAT IT DID NOT 

BELIEVE WE COULD SHARE ITS CONFIDENTIAL RECORDS WITH THE 

FATALITY REVIEW PANEL. SO THIS PROPOSAL ADDRESSES THAT AS 

WELL, BY PERMITTING THE CHILD ADVOCATE TO SHARE CONFIDENTIAL 

INFORMATION WITH THE CHILD FATALITY REVIEW PANEL. 

THERE ARE ADDITIONAL AREAS THAT REQUIRE CLARIFICATION 

THAT ARE RAISED IN BILL 908, BUT AS THEY ARE GOING BEYOND THE 

TOPICS IN THIS SENATE BILL 494,1 WILL RESERVE MY TESTIMONY ON 

THOSE AREAS FOR ANOTHER DAY. 

7 
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Proposed S.B. 494, AN ACT CONCERNING THE OFFICE OF THE CHILD 
ADVOCATE. 

As an agency responsible making records available under the child advocate 
enabling legislation, the department is pleased that the committee is considering the 
safeguarding of information disclosed to the Child Advocate. Confidentiality of client 
information is central to the social work function of the department. It's importance is 
even greater today as we are asking our clients to share openly with us deeply personal 
matters in our attempt to identify barriers to self-sufficiency under welfare reform. 
Identifying the appropriate circumstances under which the Child Advocate may further 
disclose information provided by an agency will provide an assurance to our clients that 
the information they share with us is in confidence. 

As a rule, we believe the Child Advocate should be prohibited from further 
disclosing individual client information received from the department. However, there 
may be circumstance where public disclosure of case specific information serves the 
public good. Such instances should be spelled out clearly in the statute as exemptions to 
a disclosure prohibition rule. 

As the committee considers this measure, we ask you to be mindful also of the 
federal constraints regarding safeguarding information in the Medicaid and Food Stamp 
programs, while the new Temporary Assistance to Needy Families block grant relaxes 
disclosure prohibitions for family cash assistance cases. Regardless of state law enacted 
in this area, it will be a challenge for us to disclose information that meets federal rules 
and protects Connecticut's share of federal financial participation in these programs. 

Proposed H.B. 6001, AN ACT CONCERNING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
THE GOVERNOR'S TEEN PREGNANCY TASK FORCE. 

A great many of the recommendations of the task force have been implemented 
while several issues are now in the planning stage. We are continuing a collaborative 
approach to teen pregnancy prevention issue with other state agencies with 
responsibilities in this area. 

We are working with the Department of Children and Families, the Attorney 
General and the Chief States Attorney in developing procedures for referring cases of 
statutory rape known to us to law enforcement offices for prosecution. 

The Department of Public Health is preparing a request for proposals for the 
media campaign and they are collaborating with us in pooling resources to jointly fund 
the incentive grants recommended by the task force. Legislation will introduced by the 
department to capture marital status as recommended by the task force. The department 
will continue with implementation of these measures and, in consultation with other 
interested agencies, continue to consider the full range of task force recommendations. 


