
Legislative History for Connecticut Act 

tm 2 /<* ? 

J Slices Mr-iH, t-HH-f^d. 57 7, <31? 

Connec t i cu t $rmz ummP 

Transcripts from the Joint Standing Committee Public Hearing(s) and/or Senate 
and House of Representatives Proceedings 

Connecticut State Library 
Compiled 2012 





003689 
106 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Tuesday, April 28, 1992 

by House Amended Schedule "A") 
Favorable Report of the Committee on Judiciary. 
House "A" adopted and House "B" designated April 

25th. 
REP. PELTO: (54th) 

Madam, Mr. Speaker? 
SPEAKER BALDUCCI: 

Representative Pelto. 
REP. PELTO: (54th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. I move this item be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
SPEAKER BALDUCCI: 

Question is on referral. Is there objection? 
Seeing none, so ordered. 
CLERK: 

Calendar 421, Page 6, House Bill 5117, AN ACT 
CONCERNING REVIEW AND DURATION OF DELINQUENCY 
COMMITMENTS. 

Favorable Report of the Committee on 
Appropriations. 
REP. PELTO: (54th) 

Mr. Speaker? 
SPEAKER BALDUCCI: 

Representative Pelto. 
REP. PELTO: (54th) 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Tuesday, April 28, 1992 

I move this item be referred to the Committee on 
Finance, Revenue and Bonding. 
SPEAKER BALDUCCI: 

Question is on referral. Is there objection? 
Seeing none, it's so ordered. 
CLERK: 

Calendar 464, bottom of Page 8, substitute for 
House Bill 5800, AN ACT CREATING AN OFFICE OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS AND REGISTRATION OF HOME 
INSPECTORS. 

Favorable Report of the Committee on 
Appropriations. 
REP. PELTO: (54th) 

Mr. Speaker? 
SPEAKER BALDUCCI: 

Representative Pelto. 
REP. PELTO: (54th) 

I move this item be referredto the Committee on 
General Law. 
SPEAKER BALDUCCI: 

Question is on referral. Is there objection? 
Seeing none, it's so ordered. 
CLERK: 

Calendar 470, Page 10, substitute for Senate Bill 
477, AN ACT CONCERNING THE CUMULATIVE MONTHLY FINANCIAL 
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Friday, May 1, 1992 

ACTING SPEAKER FRANKEL: 
The bill as amended is passed. (Gavel) 

CLERK: 
Calendar 421, House Bill 5117. AN ACT CONCERNING 

REVIEW AND DURATION OF DELINQUENCY COMMITMENTS. 
Favorable Report of the Committee on Finance. 

REP. THOMPSON: (13th) 
Mr. Speaker? 

ACTING SPEAKER FRANKEL: 
Representative Thompson. 

REP. THOMPSON: (13th) 
Mr. Speaker, I move acceptance of the Joint 

Committee's Favorable Report and passage of the bill. 
ACTING SPEAKER FRANKEL: 

The question is on acceptance of the Joint 
Committee's Favorable Report and Passage of the bill. 
Will you remark sir? 
REP. THOMPSON: (13th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker, I will. Mr. Speaker, this 
legislation is included in the Governor's budget 
package. It was brought to our attention by DCYS to 
bring the state in compliance with federal requirements 
for the delinquent youth population. This change in 
section 46b-141, along with 13 additional positions, to 
improve parole services at Long Lane School, which is 
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also included in the Governor's budget, would permit 
Connecticut to fully comply with federal section 427 
protections. 

Specifically, the federal requirements include 
dispositional hearings every 18 months, from the date 
of placement. And administrative case reviews and 
treatment plans every 6 months. By meeting these 
federal standards, Connecticut will be able to claim 
approximately 3 million dollars annually and Title 4E 
reimbursement for youth committed as delinquent. 

In section 2 of the bill addresses a similar change 
in the families with service needs statute. No 
additional federal reimbursement would be generated by 
this change, but most cases of this kind do not require 
the present two year commitment, and for those few 
cases in need of continuation requiring administrative 
case reviews would be consistent with good social work 
practice. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge approval of the bill. 
ACTING SPEAKER FRANKEL: 

Thank you sir. Will you remark further on this 
bill? Will you remark further on the bill? 

If not, would the staff and guests please come to 
the Well of the House. Members please take your seats, 
the machine will be open. 

O l W S f 
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Friday, May 1, 1992 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Friday, May 1, 1992 

CLERK: 
The House of Representatives is voting by roll, 

members to the Chamber please. The House is voting by 
roll, members to the Chamber. 
ACTING SPEAKER FRANKEL: 

Have all the members voted? Have all the members 
voted and is your vote properly cast? If so, the 
machine will be locked and the Clerk will take a tally. 
Clerk please announce the tally. 
REP. MUNNS: (9th) 

Mr. Speaker? 
ACTING SPEAKER FRANKEL: 

Representative Munns. 
REP. MUNNS: (9th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. In the affirmative. 
ACTING SPEAKER FRANKEL: 

Clerk please note. Clerk please announce the 
tally. 
CLERK: 

House Bill 5117. 
Total number Voting 
Necessary for Passage 

137 
69 

Those voting Yea 137 
Those voting Nay 0 
Those absent and not voting 14 
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Friday, May 1, 1992 

ACTING SPEAKER FRANKEL: 
The bill is passed. (Gavel) 

CLERK: 
Calendar 485, Substitute for Senate Bill 147. AN 

ACT CONCERNING TRANSFER OF SURPLUS PROPERTY BY THE 
COMMISSIONER OF HOUSING. As amended by Senate "A". 

Favorable Report of the Committee on 
Appropriations. 
REP. LOONEY: (96th) 

Mr. Speaker? 
ACTING SPEAKER FRANKEL: 

The gentleman from the 96th, Representative Martin 
Looney. 
REP. LOONEY: (96th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I move 
acceptance of the Joint Committee's Favorable Report 
and passage of the bill in concurrence with the Senate. 
ACTING SPEAKER FRANKEL: 

The question is acceptance and passage in 
concurrence with the Senate. Will you remark sir? 
REP. LOONEY: (96th) 

Yes, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. This bill Mr. 
Speaker, arose out of concern about land in one 
particular town owned by the Department of Housing, 
that was not being used by for housing and could be put 
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MONDAY 
May 4, 1992 

Is there any objection in placing Senate Calendar 
No. — ? 
SENATOR O'LEARY: 

I'm sorry, there's an amendment on that. We'll 
mark Calendar No. 480 as a Go. 

Page 22, Calendar No. 483, House Bill No. 5117, I 
move to the Con sen t C alendar. 
THE CHAIR: 

Is there any objection to moving Senate Calendar 
No. 0483, House Bill No. 5117 onto the Consent 
Calendar? Is there any objection? Hearing none, so 
ordered. 
THE CLERK: 

484 and 485 are marked Go. 
On Page 25, Calendar 105 is Go. 113 and 159 all 

Go. 
Page 26, Calendar No. 213 is Go. 
On Page 27, 260 and 261 are Go. 
Page 29, Calendar 325 is Go and 404 is Go. 
On Page 30, Calendar 107 is a Go. 
On Page 32, 296 and 303 are Go. 
Those are the markings thus far, Madam President. 

THE CHAIR: 
Thank you very much, Senator. Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: 

1030 189 
tcc 
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Senate Bill 300. 
Calendar Page 6, Calendar No. 379, Substitute for 

House Bill 5820. Calendar 385, Substitute for Senate 
Bill455. 

Calendar Page 9, Calendar No. 412, Substitute for 
House Bill 5482. 

Calendar Page 11, Calendar No. 419, House Bill 
58 02. Calendar 423, Substitute for House Bill 5882. 

Calendar Page 13, Calendar No. 430, Substitute for 
House Bill 5269. Calendar 431, Substitute for House 
Bill_5668_. 

Calendar Page 17, Calendar No. 455, Substitute for 
House Bill 5845. 

Calendar Page 17, Calendar 457, Substitute for 
House Bill 5210. Calendar 458,Substitute for House 
Bill 5070. Calendar 459, Substitute for HouseBill 
5172. 

Calendar Page 18, Calendar 460 , Substitute for 
House Bill 5753. 

Calendar Page 19, Calendar 465,^Substitute for 
House Bill 5394. 

Calendar Page 20, Calendar 472, Substitute for 
House Bill 5671. 

Calendar Page 22, Calendar 483, House Bill 5117_._ 
Calendar 484, Substitute for House Bill 5110. Calendar 
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485, Substitute for House Bill 5120 
Calendar Page 25, Calendar No. 105, Substitute for 

Senate Bill 65. Madam President, that completes the 
fourth Consent Calendar. 
THE CHAIR: 

Thank you very much, Mr. Clerk. You've heard the 
items that have been placed on Consent Calendar No. 4 
for today, May 4, 1992. The machine is on. You may 
record your votes. 

Is Senator Przybysz here? Senator Przybysz. Have 
all Senators voted that wish to vote? Have all 
Senators voted that wish to vote? The machine is 
closed. 

The result of the vote: 
35 Yea 
0 Nay 
1 Absent 

The Consent Calendar is^adopted. 
Senator Avallone. 

SENATOR AVALLONE: 
Madam President, I'd like to announce that there'll 

be a Judiciary Committee meeting 15 minutes before the 
House goes into session. 
THE CHAIR: 

Tomorrow? Anybody else have any other 
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REP. BOLSTER: No, but I think we're going to even 
reduce further, any affordable housing in this 
State. 

SEN. PRZYBYSZ: Thank you. Comments, questions? Thank 
you very much. May I ask Commissioner Senatore, 
would you please come forward and then Deputy 
Commissioner Russo from the Department of Housing, 
could you please come forward quickly, too, and sit 
in front here. Commissioner Senatore, it's 1:20 
and we thank you for summarizing your testimony. 
Thank you. 

COMM. ROSE ALMA SENATORE: Thank you, Senator Przybysz, 
Representative Courtney and members of the 
Committee. I would like to speak briefly in 
support of HB5117, AN ACT CONCERNING REVIEW AND 
DURATION OF DELINQUENCY COMMITMENTS. This 
legislation was introduced to bring DCYS into 
compliance with federal requirements for the 
delinquent youth population. 

At the present time, DCYS has 16 parole officers 
serving a population of 550 to 600 youths. The 
additional resources included will allow us to 
better serve those youth in our juvenile justice 
system. We need to insure that this vulnerable 
population receives the support necessary to ease 
their transition back to their communities and 
their families. 

This change in Section 46b-141 along with 13 
additional positions to improve parole services at 
Long Lane School, would permit Connecticut to fully 
comply with Title 4E eligibility guidelines for 
youth adjudicated delinquent. 

The availability of federal funds provides us with 
the opportunity to move forward. The question of 
eligibility for federal reimbursement in the case 
of adjudicated delinquents rests on two factors, 
the eligibility of the child and the type of 
facility in which the child — 

(Gap in cassette switching a to b) 
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— will be able to claim approximately $3 million 
annually in Title 4E reimbursements for youth 
committed as delinquent and placed in community 
based facilities. 
Section 2 of the bill addresses a similar change in 
the families with service needs statute. While no 
additional federal reimbursement would be generated 
by this change, the family with service need cases 
do not require the present two-year commitment. 
And for those few cases in need of continuation, 
requiring administrative case reviews would be 
consistent with good social work practice. 

Thank you for your consideration of this bill 
I'll be happy to respond to any questions. 

and 

SEN. PRZYBYSZ: Thank you very much. Comments? 
Questions? Thank you. Good seeing you. Deputy 
Commissioner Russo, followed by Tim Salius. 

DEP. COMM. RICHARD RUSSO: Good afternoon, Senator 
Przybysz, Representative Courtney and members of 
the Committee. My name is Richard Russo. I'm the 
Deputy Commissioner at the Department of Housing. 
With me today are some colleagues from the 
Department, Marsha Freed, seated in the audience, 
Marsha Freed, the Commissioners, Chiefs of Staff, 
Deputy Commissioner Moseley, my colleague, Patricia 
Downs the Director of Policy and Planning and 
Michael Duffy seated at my left, the Director of 
Housing Management and Rental Assistance. 

AN ACT 
was submitted 

The Department of Housing supports SB61 
CONCERNING RENT SUBSIDIES. This bill 
to the Committee as part of Governor Weicker's 
budget proposal. The proposed legislation changes 
the rental assistance program in two ways. First, 
families holding an eligibility certificate will 
pay 30% of adjusted gross income for their rent 
contribution. 
Under the present formula, eligible families pay 
either 30% of adjusted gross income, less a utility 
allowance, or 10% of gross income, whichever is 
greater. The present utility allowance under the 
proposal will be eliminated. 
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SEN. PRZYBYSZ: Tim Salius, and we are close to 1:30 
and followed by Representative Rapoport. 

ANTHONY J. SALIUS: Thank you. I'm Tim Salius, State 
Director of the Family Division of the Superior 
Court and appear before you today as a 
representative of the judicial branch to briefly 
address HB5117 concerning the review and duration 
of delinquency "commitments. 

The judicial branch supports in general the 
objectives of the bill, which will improve the 
ability of the courts to monitor and review the 
status of children and youth committed to the State 
as delinquents and to which will produce 
approximately $2.8 million in new revenue to the 
State in the form of federal reimbursements 
pursuant to Title IV-E compliance. 
However, the bill will have a fiscal impact on the 
judicial department as well as DCYS as the judicial 
review requirements will significantly increase the 
number of court proceedings currently involved in 
these types of cases. Commissioner Senatore has 
provided you the numbers concerning children in 
community placement. 
A substantial number of those children will result 
in those cases, will require judicial review. 
Without additional resources in the juvenile court, 
there would be a risk that the judicial review 
which would be required under the new legislation 
could not be completed prior to expiration of the 
18 month statutory limitations, thereby 
jeopardizing the federal reimbursement. 

Based on the anticipated caseload increase, the 
addition of three full-time equivalent positions of 
assistant juvenile court clerks would be required 
to meet increased case processing demands at the 13 
juvenile matters court locations throughout the 
State. The costs involved would total 
approximately $90,000 which would reduce the 
revenue option estimates from $2.8 million to 
approximately $2.7 million annually. 
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Although adding three positions and $100,000 to a 
budget in the past may not have been considered a 
significant increase, recent staff reductions in 
the juvenile courts leave us no alternative but to 
make these requests. 
As the bill would have an impact not only on court 
operations but also on the judicial budget, we 
would respectfully request that the bill sent first 
to the Judiciary Committee for review and 
thereafter to the Appropriations Committee to 
ensure adequate funding. Thank you. 

SEN. PRZYBYSZ: We thank you being the crossing guard 
and telling us where the bills should go. We 
appreciate that. May I ask if there are any 
comments or questions? Okay. 
I know, you may sit there, Tim, would you just as a 
member of the Appropriations Committee who works on 
your budget a little, may I say that, could you get 
me the staff reductions that have occurred in the 
juvenile courts and where they actually have 
occurred. I would appreciate that. 

ANTHONY J. SALIUS: Certainly. 
SEN. PRZYBYSZ: Okay, thank you. Any further comments 

or questions? Thank you. And the last speaker, 
and we're at 1:32, is Representative Rapoport. 
Thank you. 

REP. RAPOPORT: Mr. Chairman, thank you very much for 
the opportunity to speak before you. I will be 
brief, as I know you want to move on. But I want 
to comment quickly on four bills that are before 
you and make a quick general comment following 
that. 

The four bills are SB59, SB57, HB5508, and SB60. 
SB59 on the ConnPACE Program, I* ' think we have to 
look very seriously as we make cuts in the ConnPACE 
program, at what we're really doing to the senior 
citizens who are on the program, and I know that 
you know that and have difficult decisions to make. 



t 

S T A T E OF C O N N E C T I C U T 
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH SERVICES 

U 3 r e 

LOWELL P. WEICKER JR. 
GOVERNOR 

PUBLIC HEARING ROSE ALMA SENATORE 
COMMISSIONER 

February 25, 1992 

TO: 

FROM: 

Senator Kenneth L. Przybysz 
Representative Joseph Courtney 
Member of the Human Services Committee 

Rose Alma Senatore 0-
Commissioner 

SUBJECT: House Bill 5117 - An Act Concerning Review and Duration of Delinquency 
Commitments 

The Department of Children and Youth Services supports House Bill 5117 - An Act 
Concerning Review and Duration of Delinquency Commitments. 

This legislation, which is included in the Governor's budget package, was introduced by 
DCYS to bring the state into compliance with federal requirements for the delinquent 
youth population. This change in Section 46b-141, along with the 13 additional positions 
to improve parole services at Long Lane School included in the Governor's budget, would 
permit Connecticut to fully comply with federal Section 427 protections. Specifically, the 
federal requirements include dispositional hearings every 18 months from the date of 
placement and administrative case reviews and treatment plans every six months. By 
meeting these federal standards, Connecticut will be able to claim approximately $3 million 
annually in Title IV-E reimbursement for youth committed as delinquent and placed in 
community-based facilities. 

Section 2 of the bill addresses a similar change in the Families With Service Needs statute. 
While no additional federal reimbursement would be generated by this change, most 
FWSN cases do not require the present 2 year commitment, and for those few cases in 
need of continuation, requiring administrative case reviews would be consistent with good 
social work practice. 

Telephone: (203) 566-3536 
170 Sigourney Street • Hartford, Connecticut 06105 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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H . B• 5117 A.A.C. REVIEW AND DURATION OF DELINQUENCY COMMITMENTS 

I am Anthony J. Salius, Director of the Family Division of the 
Superior Court, and appear before you as a representative of the 
Judicial Branch to briefly address House Bill 5117, An Act 
Concerning Review and Duration of Delinquency Commitments. 

We support, in general, the two objectives of the bill which 
are to improve the ability of the court to monitor and review the 
status of children and youth committed to the state as delinquents 
and to produce 2.8 millon dollars in new revenue to the state in 
the form of federal reimbursements pursuant to compliance with the 
provisions of Title IV-E of the Social Security Act (PL96-272). 

However, the bill will have a fiscal impact on the Judicial 
Branch as the "Judicial Review" requirements will significantly 
increase the number of court proceedings currently involved in 
these cases. DCYS estimates that 250 delinquents are annually 
placed in community facilities and that the parole services 
caseload at Long Lane will total approximately 580 in FY 1992-93. 
A substantial number of these cases will require judicial review. 
Without additional resources in the juvenile matters court, there 
would be a risk that "Judicial Reviews" could not be completed 
prior to expiration of the eighteen month statutory limitation, 
thereby jeopardizing Federal reimbursement. 

Based on the anticipated caseload increase, the addition of 
three full-time equivalent positions of Assistant Juvenile Matters 
Clerk would be required to meet increased case proceeding demands 
at the thirteen juvenile matters court locations. The costs 
involved would total $100,000.00 reducing the Revenue Option from 
2«8 to 2.7 million dollars annually. Although adding three 
Positions totaling $100,000.00 may not have been considered a 
significant impact in the past, recent staff reductions in the 
courts and current budget constraints leave no alternative but to 
request these positions. 

As the bill would have an impact on court operations as well 
a s °n our budget, we would respectfully request that the bill be 
sent first to the Judiciary Committee and therefore to the 
Appropriations Committee to ensure adequate funding. 

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer 


