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House of Representatives Wednesday, May 8, 1991 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I would like to have • 
removed from the Calendar, Calendar No. 475, File 544, 
House Bill 6020, AN ACT CONCERNING A STATE TROUBADOUR. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER POLINSKY: 

The lady has asked for removal of Calendar 475 from 
the Consent Calendar. That Calendar — that shall be 
done. Is there objection to any other item on the 
Consent Calendar for action at tomorrow's session? 

The Clerk please return to the Call of the 
Calendar. 
CLERK: 

On Page 7, Calendar 461, Substitute for House Bill 
NO. 7316, AN ACT EXTENDING THE STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 
FOR MINOR VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT. 

Favorable Report of the Committee on Judiciary. 
REP. TULISANO: (29th) 

Madam Speaker. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER POLINSKY: 

The distinguished Chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, Representative TuliSano. 
REP. TULISANO: (29th) 

Madam Speaker, I move for acceptance of the Joint 
Committee's Favorable Report and passage of the bill. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER POLINSKY: 

The question is on acceptance and passage. Will 
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you remark, sir? 
REP. TULISANO: (29th) 

Yes, Madam Speaker, the Clerk has an amendment, 
LC06151. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER POLINSKY: 

Will the Clerk please call LC06151, which shall be 
designated House Amendment "A". 
CLERK: 

LCQ6151, designated House Amendment Schedule "A", 
offered by Representative Bolster, et al. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER POLINSKY: 

Representative Tulisano, do you wish to summarize? 
REP. TULISANO: (29th) 

Yes, Madam Speaker. The gentleman has asked leave 
of the Chamber to summarize. Is there objection? 
Seeing no objection, please proceed, sir. 
REP. TULISANO: (29th) 

Madam Speaker, this amends the statute, the 
proposed file copy from 12 to 17 years thereby 
extending an additional 35 years, five years to be 35 
which a person may be able to bring an action. 

I move adoption of the amendment. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER POLINSKY: 

The motion is on adoption of House "A". Will you 
remark further? Will you remark further on House "A"? 
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Representative Bolster. 
REP. BOLSTER: (137th) 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. When Judiciary had a 
public hearing on this particular bill, there was 
feeling among many of us that we probably should have 
written it originally to age 35, but we didn't and 
thinking more about it afterwards, I submitted the 
amendment to extend it for five additional years, to 
17 years after date of maturity. 

The testimony indicated that a great many people 
who suffer sexual abuse repress any knowledge and when 
this does begin to manifest itself, it's usually when 
they are over the age of 30, so if we had left it just 
at 12 years, we would have in essence prevented these 
people from bringing suits, if necessary. 

I think that this is a better compromise and I 
would hope that both sides of the aisle would support 
it. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER POLINSKY: 

Thank you, madam. Will you remark further on this 
amendment? Will you remark further? If not, let us 
try your minds. All those in favor please indicate by 
saying aye. 
REPRESENTATIVES: 

Aye. 
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DEPUTY SPEAKER POLINSKY: 

Opposed nay. 

The ayes have it. 

The amendment is adopted and ruled technical. 

House Amendment Schedule "A": 
In line 9, strike "TWELVE" and insert "SEVENTEEN" 

in lieu thereof 

Madam Speaker, I guess this legislation has had 
somewhat of a tortuous route from its inception. A 
number of years ago Connecticut was among the first 
states to recognize that minor victims of sexual 
assault often do not have the independence and the 
opportunity to bring civil actions against the 
perpetrators of crimes against them and at that time 
Connecticut, in the beginning, enacted its current 
statute, one of the first in the nation, and the 
purpose of it is to give individuals an opportunity to 
do something for themselves. 

Our criminal statutes are there — . 

* * * * * * 

* * * * * * 

DEPUTY SPEAKER POLINSKY: 
Will you remark further on this bill? 

Representative Tulisano. 
REP. TULISANO: (29th) 
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DEPUTY SPEAKER POLINSKY: 

(Gavel) It's a long afternoon. It's a warm 
afternoon. We still have work to do and there is still 
too much noise in this Chamber. Please take your 
conversations out of the Chamber. Please. I 
apologize, Representative Tulisano. Please proceed. 
REP. TULISANO: (29th) 

Our criminal statutes are there and individuals can 
be arrested and convicted, but the main focus of 
legislation is before us today and now extended to 
individuals potentially 35 years old is to give an 
opportunity for a person that has recognized, in most 
cases these are women, an opportunity to do something 
for themselves. 

My interest in this area began when I've had a few 
individuals come to my office and we dealt with some of 
their problems under the old law. Recently, before 
this bill was brought to us by an advocate this year, 
and another different form, thinking about calling 
about time of discovery, had received a few phone calls 
from people when the incident occurred in other states 
and husbands had called me about their wives who had, 
had begun to suffer, and I guess the best way to 
describe it is become dysfunctional in these marriages 
because of prior incidents and the only way they 


