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House of Representatives Friday, Aprff 29, 1988

LCO... House Bill 5866.

Total Number Voting 145
Necessary for Passage 73
Those Voting Yea 144
Those Voting Nay 1
Those absent and not Voting 6

SPEAKER STOLBERG:

The bill is passed. Clerk, please continue,

CLERR:
Calendar 446, pdge 2, House Bill 6080. AN ACT

PROHIBITING EMPLOYMENT IN THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT AND
PRACTICE OF LAW BY FELONS. Favorable Report of the
Committee on JUDICIARY.
REP. TULISANO:r (29th)

Mr. Speaker?
SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Representative Tulisano. '
REP. TULISANO: (29th)

I move for acceptance of the Joint Committee’s
Favorable Report and passage of the bill.
SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Will you remark?
REP. TULISANO: (29th)~

Mr. Speaker, there is an amendment, LCO 4532.

SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Iyt S .
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Clerk has an amendment, LCO 4532. Will the Clerk
please call?
CLERK:

LCO 4532, designated House "A", offered by

Representative McCayanagh.
REP. TULISANO: (29th)

Mr. Speaker, I move for the adoption of the
amendment.

SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Will you remark?
REP. TULISANO: {29th)

Mr. Speaker...
SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Is there objection to summarization? Seeing
none...

REP. TULISANO:: (29th)

Mr. Speaker,*tﬁis establighes a system where, when
an attorney is convictgd af a felonyfrﬁow aqhearing
would be held, what the results would be, what the
judge or the court could do with regard to that
attorney, and makes-it clear that if it is a Class A
felony, they have. to suspend them from the practice of
law for at least 7 years, and for a Class B felony, at
least five years.

I would move adoption of the amendment-
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SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Will you remark on House "A"? If not, all those in
g C n 1
favor, pleas€ indicate By™saying ave.
i -

REPRESENTATIVES: FAr™ 1y . t
b % . -,
Aye.

r

SREAKER STOLBERG: A -
r

All those to the cofitfary; fhay. Thé amendmerit is

adopted.

“hkkkk

House Amendment Schedule "A":

Strike out everything after the enacting clause and
insert the following in lieu thereof:

"Section 51-9la of the general statutes is repealed
and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) [The clerk of the superior court location in
this state in which an attorney-at-law is convicted of
a felony shall transmit, not later than ten .days after
the imposition of sentence, a certificate of the
conviction to'the statéswide grievancercommittéé arid-.to
the chief attorney for presentments, appointed by the
executive ‘committee of thé -superidr court as provided
by rules of the court. The chief attorney or his
desidgnee shall file a presentment against the attorney
predicated upon the conviction. No entry fee shall be
required- for presé&ntment proceedingsic

(b) After sentencing an attorney who has been
convicted ‘0f a felony, the-court may in its discretion
enter an order immediately suspending the attorney from
the practice of law pendingrfinal disposition of the
disciplinary proceeding predicated upon the conviction,
Thereafter, ‘upon good cause shown, the court in which
the presentment is pending may, in the interests of
justidé, sBet aside or modify the interim suspension,
Whenever the court enters into an interim suspension
order :pursuant to this-section, it may appoint a
trustee, under the rules of court, to protect the
interestswof the suspended attorney and His clients:ti}:
AFTER SENTENCING AN ATTORNEY WHO HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF
A FELONY, THE-COURT SHALL. HOLD A HEARING ON THE ISSUE -QOF
THE ELIGIBILITY OF SUCH ATTORNEY TO CONTINUE THE
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PRACTICE OF LAW IN THIS STATE. SUCH HEARING SHALL BE
HELD WITHIN THIRTY DAYS OF SENTENCING OR WHEN ALL
APPEALS FROM THE CONVIGTION -ARE CONCLUDED, WHICHEVER IS
LATER, EXCEPT THAT THE ATTORNEY MAY REQUEST THAT THE
HEARING NOT BE DELAYED UNTIL ALL APPEALS ARE CONCLUDED.

{b) AT SUCH HEARING, THE ATTORNEY SHALL HAVE THE
RIGHT .TOrCOUNSEL, TO BE BEARD IN HIS OWN DEFENSE, AND
TO PRESENT EVIDENCE AND WITNESSES IN HIS BEHALF.

{c) BAFTER SUGCH HEARING, THE COURT SHALL ENTER AN
ORDER DISMISSING THE MATTER OR IMPOSING DISCIPLINE UPON
SUCH ATTORNEY IN-THE FORM QF SUSPENSION .FOR A PERIOD OF
TIME, DISBARMENT, OR SUCH OTHER DISCIPLINE AS THE COURT
DEEMS APPROPRIATE: IF THE COURT -SUSBENDS THE ATTORNEY,
THE PERIOD OF SUSPENSION SHALIL BE NOT LESS THAN SEVEN
YEARS FOR CONVICTION OF A CLASS S FELONY AND NOT LESS
THAN FIVE YEARS FOR CONVICTION OF A CLASS B FELONY.

{(dr WHENEVER THE COURT ENTERS AN ORDER
DISCIPLINING AN ATTORNEY UNDER THIS SECTION, IT MAY
APPOINT A TRUSTEE, UNDER THE RULES OF COURT, TO PROTECT
THE INTERESTS OF THE DISCIPLINED ATTORNEY AND HIS
CLIENTS."

%ok % ok kK

*

SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Will you remark further? If not, will members
please be seated? Staff and guests, to the Well of the
House. The machine will be opened.

CLERK:

The House of Representatives is voting by roll

call. Members, to the Chamber. The House is taking a
roll call vote. Will members kindly report to the
Chamber immediately?
SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Have all the members voted? Have all the members
voted, and is your vote properly recorded? If all the

members have voted, the machine will be locked, and the
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Clerk will take a tally.

Will the Clerk please announce the tally?
CLERK:

Hoéude BIll 6080, a8 amended by House "A".
SPEAKER STOLBERG:

. «Jist & momént. Is someone trying to get the
attention to thHe Ch&ir? I hear an awful lot of noise.
Réprésentative Nocton. Pardon me, sir?
fEP. NOHTON: (48th)

Yes.
SPEAKER STOLBERG:

what>&4n we do for you, sir?
REP. NORTON: (48th)

You -¢6111d@ have me as Vvoting yes.

SPEAKER STOLBERG:

4 v

Represehtative Norton'of ‘the 48th..% «
REP. NORTON: (-48th) A < T
AAd thank -you Vvétry 'miich.
SPEAKER STOLBERG:
In the affirmative. Représentative Lawlor of the
99th.
REP. LAWLOR: {99¢th)
In the affirmative, Mr. Speaker.
SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Representativé Lawlot of the 99th in the

6656
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affirmative. Representative Edith Prague.

[ Representative Prague.

REP: PRAGUE: (8th)

'@ Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. In the

j affirmative.

.? SPEAKER STOLBERG:
) ;' Representative Prague of the 9th in the
"ﬁ : affirmative. Representative Dandrow of the 30th.

& REP. DANDROW: (30th)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In the affirmative,

please.

SPEAKER STOLBERG:

' Representative Dandrow, in the affirmative.

trand, is it okay to stretch the

Representative Van Nors

rules this evening a little bit?

Have all the of members now voted, 'and ks your vote

properly recorded? Representative Dandrow of the 30th.

will the Clerk pleage now announce the tally?

CLERK:
8 House Bill 6080, as amended by House "A".
;H ] Total Number Voting 41
i Necessary for ;Passage 71
aﬂ ‘ Those Voting Yea 140
; Those Voting Nay 1

_i : Those absent and not Voting 10
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SPEAKER STOLBERG:

The bill, as amended, is passed. -Are there

announcemnents or points 6frpersonal privilege at this

time?
REP. FRANKEL: (121st)

Mt+ Speaker?

SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Representative Frankel.
REP. FRANKEL: (121st)

Mr. Speaker, ladies and gentlemen, the item we have
acted on is the last item we intend on acting on this
evening. First, Mr. Speaker, I would move for a
suspension of our rules for the immediate transmittal
to the Senate of the last two items acted upon.
SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Is there objection? Seeing no objection, it is so
ordered. Representative Frankel.

REP. FRANKEL: (121st)

Also, Mr. Speaker,:at this time, I would like to
indicate to all the members that we intend on
reconvening for a Regular Session at 11:00 aim.
fomorrow, and that notwithstanding our usual custom of
wearing very informal clothing Saturday, welwould
suggest to the membership that they wear their usual

atfire: We are expecting guests.
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I would move it to Consent.

THE CHAIR:

Without objection, so ordered. Clerk will call the

next item on the Calendar.
THE CLERK:

Calendar Page 13, Calendar 572, File 404,
Substitute for House Bill 6027, AN ACT REINSTATING AND
VALIDATING-THE CORPORATE EXISTENCE OF CERTAIN
CORPORATIONS. (As amended by House Amendment Schedules
"a", s, "¢, “p", "g", "F", "G", "H", "I", "J" and
"K") Favorable Report of the Committee on JUDICIARY.
Clerk is in possession of amendments.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Avallone.
SENATOR AVALLONE:

Mr. President, can that be PT’d. I understand
there are several other amendments coming.
THE CHAIR:

Hearing no objection, the item is pPT’d.
THE CLERK:

Calendar 573; File 556, House Bill 6080, AN ACT

PROHIBITING EMPLOYMENT IN THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT AND
PRACTICE, OF LAW BY FELONS., (As amended by House
Amendment Schedule "A") Favorable Report of the

Committee on JUDICIARY.+t
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THE CHAIR:
Senator Meotti.
SENATOR MEOTTI:

Thank you, Mr. President. I move acceptance of the

Joint Committee’s:Favorable Report and passage of the

bill im accordance with the House.
THE CHAIR:

Widl you remark?
SENATOR MEOTTI:

Yes, Mr. President. This bill would require that
in an instance in which an attorney is convicted of a
felony, the.judge who has senteénced that attorney hold
a hearing within a certain time period and make a
decision on-whether or not the person Bhould be
disbarred, suspended from practice or not ‘be subject to
a disciplinary proceeding. 1If the .ptrson is suspended
from practice there would ‘be a requirement that the
period of time of suspension be not less than 7 wyears
for conviction of & Class "A" felony and not less than
5 years for a conviction of a Class "B" felony.

I had worked with Representative James McCavanagh
in the early stage of this legislation. The initial
bill proposed -was a little bit stronger than this.
However, this seems to be the best they could

accommodate &n the House and we think it’s a: step
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forward and will deal with those circumstances in which
attorneys are convicted of felonies and should be
subject to appropriate disciplinary action.
THE CHAIR:

Further remarks? Senator Meotti.
SENATOR MEOTTI:

May this be placded on the .Consent Calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Hearing no -objection, so ordered. Clerk will call

the next item,
THE CLERK:

Mr. President, it is my understanding that
returning to Calendar Page 12, Calendar 568, previously
marked Passed Temporarily is ready to be called. File

592, Substitute for House Bill 6110, AN ACT AMENDING

THE CHARTER OF THE FALL MOUNTAIN LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS
ASSOCIATION. (As amended by House Amendment Schedule
"A") Favorable Report of the Committee on FINANCE,
REVENUE AND BONDING.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Avallone.
SENATOR AVALLONE:

Yes, Mr. President, I move acceptdnce of the Joint
Committee’s Favorable Report and adoption of the bill

in accérdance with the action taken by the House.
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for House Bill 6110, Calendar 571, Substitute for House

Bill 5866. Calendar Page 13, Calendar 573, House Bill

6080. Calendar Page 15, Calendar 224, Substitute for

Senate Bill 470. Calendar 208, Senate Bill 474.

Calendar 225, Substitute for' Senate Bill 450,

Calendar Page 16, Calendar 258, Substitute for

Senate Bill 329. Calendar 270, Substitute for Senate

Bill 510. Calendar 309, Substitute for Senate Bill,

421.
Calendar Page 17, Calendar No. 354, Substitute for

Senate Bill 455. Mr. President, thdt completes the

third Consent Calendar.
THE CHAIR:

Any deletions or additions? The machine is open,
please cast your vote. Has everyone voted? The
machine is closed. Clerk please tally the vote.

The result of the vote.

36 Yea

0 Nay

The Consent Calendar is adopted. Senator O'Leary.

SENATOR O'LEARY:
Mr. President, I request suspension of rules for
immediate transmittal of all items being referred to

the House.

THE CHAIR:
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I think, Representative Wollenberg, the point you
made earlier was well made, that this bill would
allow a-morel.efficient administratijon of justice,
both in Hartford and in New Britain. We have found
thatrthe-very large judicial districts, with

multiple sides, are difficult for us to manage.

Wwithout boring you -with all of the details and how
we ‘are re-organizing the complete Superior Court
administrative structure, in an effort to get more
direct \ugsponsibility for:managemeng, and in an
effort to get management in the hands of
administrators rather than in the hands of
judges...

Without,boring youjwith all those details; I would
simply say that this bill, in general, would help
us.cwith those developments, This is a bill that
wouldrbe_.effectivey ¥ belieye, in 1991. (It would
take us that long-to get the. organization
necessary and to acquaint the Legislature with
whatever peeds might be necessary to make this
transition arreatity: ) : ‘

' 1taf - . - o .
I would point oyt' that when the Leéislaﬁugg ' r
established the Stamfoxd/Norwalk.Judicial District,
it didrso initially without transfesgipg criminal
jurisdiction. "It allowed ther¢riminal jurisdictdon

" to remadin in the;Fairfield. Judicial District. I

just-point. that: out to you, somewhat in.response to
some of the other questions you had asked earlier
witnesses, Representative Wollenberg.

Another bill is 6088, AN ACT PROHIBITING EMPLOYMENT
IN- THE: JUDICIAL. DEPARTMENT AND- PRACIICE OF LAW BY
FERONS.. Westhink that all.stateremployees should
be treatedsequallys andcwe think that these matters
should be-treated  on a case by case basis, that
blanket legislation is not _necessarily the best way
to.go. And, we do think that all state employees
should be treated equally.

Finally, there“jisra corrections bild, 6078, AN ACT
CONCERNING, SUPERVISED; HOMEi RELEASE. I wouid.simply
say that there has beenva problemswith whether,
technically,.an individual could:; pe charged with
escaperfollpwing- his or her leaying this: partdcular
program, apnd I would. ask that thenggislpture-iook
into this area, and perhaps favorably consider- this
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HON. AARON .MENT: Yes, I think it obviously would, but
I thinkrthe detriment to the system would be
greater than theé gain. I think that there is no
reason to suspect that individuals who have a
conflict do not at this point disqualify
themselves. I think that the expertise brought to
the Committee by individuals who are either judges
or attorneys outweighs the possibility of conflict.

And, for that reason, I would again suggest that
the make-up remain the same.

REP. MCGAVANAGH: You don’t think that having a judge 5
retaired; or an attorney, for consulting would
work?
|
|

HON. AARON MENT: I do not. I think that they would
become advocates. At least, they would be staff
members and not members 6f the Commission, and I
think that in ‘the deliberations of the Commission,
you need to have the... I don’t mean to repeat the
word "expetrtisé,™ but yay need to have the
knowledge that these individuals have gained.

tF * ey O
I really don’t know that there has been any
conflict in thisvsystem. But, ¥f there were
conflict, I think thatrthat &6uld be avoided other
than removing the kmowledge necessary for these
committees or commissions to 'do their jobs.

REP. MCCAVANAGH: Bill 6080?

HON. AARON MENT: Yes, sir.

'REP. MCCAVANAGH: The one about felons within the
Judicial Department. You indicated they should be
treated the same as state employees? You think...?

HON. AARON MENT: I am sorry. The bill .does two
things, as far as I ¢an see, sir. One is it
singles out Judicial Department employees to be
treated other than other state employees. We
have...

REP. MCCAVANAGH: But, the bill is meant to do that.

HON. AARON. MENT: Yes, and I am saying that I would
suggest that that #s not fair. For example, we
have employees working in the Commission of Legal
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Publications who'have no. more to do with the coyrts
than“somebody- working for the Department of Public
Wofks. .And, I don’s- knowawhy'that individual
should be treated. differently than an other state
enployee, -
1% s - i H

Evenigoing £urther, individuals who- work directly
in the court system: I think they should be

. treated asrany.other state employee; in terms. of
theiroemplioyments I do feel, in addition, that
that ‘dec¢sionsshould-be-made on a taserby case
basis. -I~donftththink that we*can degislate or
should legisdate, for.,example;~as this bill would.
that ali felons be: treated alike, no matter what.
I think there has o be some discretion, so that
eachicase can be handled fairly and justly.

REP. MCCAVANAGH: Well, Edith Prague would like to say
something. Go ahead. . . .

REP. PRAGUE: Thank you. May Irask’ a*question?
f ' 1

SEN. AVALLONE: Representative Prague.

A, N S L AN L D ' .

REP." PRAGUE: Thank yous. Judge Ment, I would like to
ask you: a guestion. On the bill that you were just
discussing, 6080, do you think that lawyers who
were ‘felons shouldsbe. allowed to continue to
practice law?" '

7

HON. AARON MENT: I think that the rules that we have
noww. aresadequates r I-think that those zules were
the. subject of '@ gteat deal-of dialogue., Now, I am
talking about-thesGrievance Committee: process, .
because you. said.practice  laws So,~7. assume. that
you don!/t necessarily mean work, for. they Judicial
Department or- noty, but. simply just practice law.
And, my answer to that is that I think that the
rules are somewhat flexible mow. I ‘think that
there arve adequate concerns for the public. All
felonies are not alike. Some felonies involve
moral.:turpitude: Some, misdemeanors involve areas
in which .I think that:an' individual. shotlg be
subjectito disbarment.

But again, Isthink:that:that should be an
individual case. I don’t think that we should
attempt.,or you should attempt to legislate
generally. I don’t think that there has been
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afy... I’'don't thimnk that there is any reason to
treatreyety individual alike. ‘'We.are .not alike,
and I,think that .those Individuatedifferences
should:ibe. taken into account'‘when a‘:décision:is
made on whether an individual should practice law,
an individual should work for the Judicial
Depdrtm&nt.or any? hother étaté agency

R I O 1 £

PRAGUE: I just want to:ask you one more!question~
on another.bill thatuydu-testified~to; :6075,™abolt
communityecservice. Sométhing in the bIIlsstrikes
me ds being rathér odd, and that refers to being
ablento.buy your way out of community service. ’'In
the statementvof.purpose, it says so that the
person, the defendant cannot buy his way out of
serving:s the 'sentence imposed. 6075.

"t £ L [P I W

*AARON "MENT ¢ *No...Dh don’t kmow where that is
édQEessed-ln the léglﬁLatloﬂ,;though I am sorry.
¢ t LIPS AL PR |

‘BRAGUE £ 'WGll,»lt,jﬂSt says? statemént of purpose,
and it.is*down-on line 62.

AARON MENT:~ ‘I understand that, Representative
Prague, and I am very sorry. I can’t... I did not
find that ‘in the bill. '

PRAGUE} No, but what I am asking you is: is that
now happening? Do people now buy their way out of
comhuriity service? -

AARON MENT: I don!t know that it is happening.
Apparently, somebody somewhere thinks that it is
and:tried to correct it. But, I don’t see how this
bill even addresses that issue. I don’t know how
you 'dd that. . I don’t know how yourbuy -your way out
6t communlty sérvlce, if ir is rmﬁosed.

~ ¥

*PRAGUE° X don't either, and I was wondeéring it
that was going on.
3
ARRON MENT: Not to my knowledge. Perhaps LCO can
answer that better thanm I. They drafted the '
statement of-purpofe.
-t B PR ¥

PRAGUE: Okay. Thank you. ' ‘
Pl 1 '

AVALLONE: Certainly. Representative MéCavanagh.
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MCCAVANAGH: Judge, a felony? .Isn’t a felony...
we are,dgetting back to Bi%l:6080 again., 1Isn’'t a
felony when you have béeén sentenced for one year,
at least one year or more? Isn’t that considered a
felony?

AARON MENT: We have cakegories of crimes. :
Misdemeanors A, B, C. Now, I-haven’t heen on the
bench for a couple of years, and iI.am going to give
it to you as I remember it. And, perhaps someone
in the room will. correct:me, if I am wrong. "C"
Misdemeanor is three months. A "B" Misdemeanor is
six months; an "A" Misdemeanor is one year. Now,
whenr I giwve-ryou these. figures.,.. -

P 1 t; -~ ] r. Y
Thank you, Representative Tulisano, I will pass
fines. These are the maximum terms for each of
these categories. A felony would start out with
five years:, So,. thermaxigpum pepalty for a Class D
Felony is 5 years. Class C would be 10 years.
Class would be 20-~years.,and on up, Class A. I
think I was. right. =-c2a. ¢ 5 -

¥ -

L
ir

* - &

i [ > “

LUGO: No;-béd, Judge. . 2

~ *

AARON MENT: Thank you, Representative Lugo.
MCCAVANAGH: Thank you.
TULISANO: .Other questions?

OWENS: I have a couple. May IZ2

L3

TULISANO: Senator Owens.

OWENS: Judge Ment, I was wondering, with respect._§;ElEﬁ5&
to the. bill relating to -the investigatory Grand

Juries, you have:had overall supervision of that

for gome period-—of time, isn’t that correct?

~ 3

AARON MENT: Yes.

OWENS: -Okay. Have there been any instances that
you can think of where a Grand Jury has been
impanelled,. where there has been a.Grand Juror who
has heard. testiimony and, investdigated a case or
investigated, an :individual when, in fact, that
information was not somehow,or other in the media
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. AVALLQNE: -~That?’s 6116. N

~ L, - 2 - ] % [ |

ATTY. LOUIS WINER: AN ACT CONCERNING PRIVILEGED

SEN

COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN PSYCHIATRIST AND PATIENT,
6115, "

. AVALLONE: 1I'm sorry.

ATTY. LOUI'S WINERGy The bill where the records were to

SEN.

go from one psychiatrist to another within state
hospitals:

o &3 t .
I will submit a.general letter .because mariy of the
members of the Commiftee tare not here and‘there are
some other .comments I have: -“If you have any
questions I would be happy to answer them. Thank
you very much.

AVALLONE: ‘William Heard. BethH Karsten. Doris
Charest.

DENIS CHAREST: My.':name is -Denis ‘Charest. I Yiv¥ in

Boltormy, 'Connecticut. I am here to testify today on
three ;bills and I promise to keep my rematks very,
very brief,

1 ik
Just a brief batkground about ‘me.. I have &E€¢trved on
two, task forces: that studied our Judicial systenm.
I have. addressed the Supreme Courts in ‘regakds to
its role .in.:setting standards for ‘its -
commissiomers. .And my own perisonal experielce with
the court system has ptompted me to testify today.

I am*urging passage of Bill 6080, AN ACT
PROHIBITING EMPLOYMENT .IN THE:«JUDICIAL PEPARTMENT
AND, PRACTICE OF .LAW BY FELONS. Weé:have seen toeo
many:cases where the courts ‘have. proven their
inability and. unwillingness t® mainthin ahy ¢
standards foirits Tommissioners™and- thoseé employed
within the: Judicial. systemn. We now have killet
felons serving:ras ¢ommissionets of th2 Superibr
Courts. and drug felons serVing ‘as coutt ‘clerks.
Arguably: these are exceptions to the majority.
They. setve withinithe system. They dd howéver
reflect the courts inability to maintain its
professional respoénsibility.

The lack of standards disgraces the integrity of
H <
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the court, destroys public confidence of the courts
and provokes intervention by the Legislature with
the necessary bill such as this. How can ordinary

! citizens take the law seriously when killer felons
serve as commissioners and drug felons serve as
court tlerks. Again I urge passage of this bill
and determine that some urgent legislation can be
(inaudible) that some standards still exist if you
want to work in the court system.
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I make one comment, Judge Ment suggested that some
felonies are not.so bad and gome misdemeanors are
worse, then I would suggested that he make some
recommendations to change the law to reflect what
they really are and not degrade the integrity of
the courts-.

' The next bill I would. like to address is AN ACT (BB loolﬂ)

¥ CONCERNING MEMBERSHIP OF THE JUDICIAL REVIEW

% COUNCIL. My personal experience, the Judicial

d Miscopnduct Allegations involved the Chairman of the
Judicia)l Review Council, The (inaudible - paper

' shuffling) indict the judge would be to indict its

g own chairmam’. Attorneys serving .on the Judicial
Review Council have an unfair advantage over the
judge who practices before. A judge alienates the
practice (inaudible) at his own risk. Agaip, I
urge this Committee to support this bill. The
Couhcil could be comprised of non-practicing
attorneys and using retired judges as advisors as
is for their experience in the judigial process.

o
W mm o =

I am urging-passage of Bill 6102, AN ACT CONCERNING
CRIMINAYL RECORPS. This P11l should required the
State Court System to maintain coptinuous, .
centralized, computerized up to date conviction
records. Accessibility should be available to the
public -as ‘well .as the State Prosecuting Attorneys
and to the Chief Clerks -of each JD. Such
information will provide more intelligent highly
decisions. to avoid situations that may lead to
further crime. Since most convictions -do not
result in a jail term this permanent record may be
more meaningful and serve as a deterrent to crime.

The only way to determine whether a person has been
convicted or has committed crimes is to contact all
local police departments which must, pursuant to
Section 54-142K of the General Statutes, make
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