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TEACHERS.

pt 12 653

House of Representatives Wednesday, February 4, 1987

Will the Clerk please announce the tally.
CLERK:

Senate Joint Resolution 22.

Total number voting 138
Necessary for adoption 70
Those voting yvea 138
Those voting nay 0
Those absent and not voting 12

SPEAKER STOLBERG:

The Resolution is adopted.

The Clerk please proceed with the Call of the

Calendar.

CLERK:

Favorable Report, Calendar 5. House Bill 5719,

AN ACT CONCERNING HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR RETIRED
Favorable Report of the Committee on
Appropriation.
REP, BALDUCCI: (27th)
Mr. Speaker.
SPEAKER STOLBERG:
Rep. Balducci.

REP., BALDUCCT : (27th)

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I would like to take
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pt 13
House of Representatives Wednesday, February 4, 1987
the opportunity to place this particular piece of
legislation, House Bill 5719, Calendar 5, File 7 on
today's Consent Calendar to be acted on later on in
today's Session, for final action.

SPEAKER STCLBERG:

Is there objection to placing H. B. 5719 on today's

Consent Calendar to be acted on later today? IS there

objection? Seeing no objection, it is so ordered.

Proceed with the Call of the Calendar.

CLERK:
Favorable Report of the Joint Standing Committee

on Judiciary. Senate Joint Resolution No, 21, RESOLUTION

CONFIRMINT EH NCMINATION OF THE HONORABLE WILLIAM P.
MURRAY OF SOUTHINGTON, TO BE A JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT.
REP. FRANKEL: (12lst)

Mr. Speaker.
SPEAKER STOLBERG:

Rep. Frankel.
REP. FRANKEL: (l2lst)

Mr. Speaker, I mo-e for suspension of our rules
for the immediate consideration of the confirmation of

Judge William Murray for the reasons indicated previously.
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House of Representatives Wednesday, February 4, 1987

persénal privilege? If not, Rep. Balducci,
REP. BALDUDDI: (27th)
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. At this timé I would like

to move for passage of today‘'s Consent Calendar, House

Bill 5719, Calendar 5, File 7. AN ACT CONCERNING HEALTH

FNSURANCE .COVERAGE FOR RETIRED' TEACHERS.
SPEAKER“STOLBERGY, . I~ 7 :

“3& there objection-from any ‘member on the passage
of today's Consent Calendar? Is there objection?

Is there ohjection? Seeing none, the Consent

Calendar is adopted.

"Are there further announcements or points of
personal privilege.
REP. JAEKLE: (122nd)
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speakér.
SPEAKER STOLBERG:
Rep. Jaekle.
REP. JAEKLE: (122nd)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. There will be a House
Republican Caucus next Tuesday, February 10 at 10:00
A.M. in Room E-55. Notices will be going out, but I
wanted everybody to get advance notice. It's a House

Republican Caucus next Tuesday at 10:00 A.,M. Thank you.
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Regular Session
February 18, 1987

been ordered in the Senate. Will all Senators return to the
chamber.
THE CHAIR:

The item before us is Calendar No. 22, House Joint
Resolution No. 61. The machine is open. Please cast your vote.
Senator Owens. The machine is closed. Clerk, please tally the
vote. Result of the vote is 35 voting yea, 1 voting nay.

Resolution is adopted.

THE CLERK:

FAVORABLE REPORTS, Calendar No. 11, House Bill No. 5719,

File No. 7 AN ACT CONCERNING HEALTH INSURNACE COVERAGE FOR
RETIRED TEACHERS. Favorable Report of the Committee on
APPROPRIATIONS.

THE CHAIR:

Senator Harper.

SENATOR HARPER:

Thank. you, Mr. President. I move acceptance of the Joint
Committee's favorable report and passage of the bill in concur
rence with the House.

THE CHAIR:

Will you remark, Senator?

SENATOR HARPER:

The bill makes a clarification to a change in the law that
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Regular Session 49
February 18, 15987 jik

was addressed by the education enhancement act of last year and
it simply strives to clarify that local Boards of Education must
allow their retired teachers who are not eligible for Medicare
Part A to fully participate in any of or all group health plans
offered to active teachers and may not apply discriminatory rates
to retirees. After the commencement of the change last year,
which I believe was October 1, 1986, the old language.

THE CHAIR:

The noise level in the chamber is reaching an unacceptable
level. Would you please give your attention to Senator Harper.
Senator.

L
SENATOR HARPER:

Thank you, Mr. President. The language that we are changing
is putting the words any and all in place of one or more.
Apparently a few towns interpret the one or more to mean that
they could discriminéte and where the vast majority of towns have
not interpreted it that way, the vast majority of towns
interpreted the change in the law according to the intent of the
General Assembly. So, this again merely clarifies, and anybody
who would have been eligible under what was intended after
October 1 and was denied full options, it is the intent of this
legislation that they could go back in and have the original

intent applied.




Regular Session
February 1B, 1%87
THE CHAIR:
Will you remark further, Senator?
SENATOR HARPER:
Are we running a consent. I'd ask for a roll call.

THE CHAIR:

Final action on the bill, Senator. Further remarks? Clerk,

please make the announcement for immediate roll call in the
Senate.
THE CLERK:

An immediate roll call has been ordered in the Senate. Will

all Senators return to the chamber. An immediate roll call has
been ordered in the Senate. Will all Senatcrs return to the
chamber:

THE CHAIR:

Item before us is Calendar No. 11, House Bill No. 571%,
Calendar No. 7 - excuse me - File No. 7 - excuse me. The machine
is open, please cast your vote. Senator Przybysz, Senator
Przybysz, Senator Przybysz. The machine is closed. Clerk,
Please tally the vote. Result of the vote is 35 voting yea, 0

Voting nay. The bill is adopted.

THE CLERK:

Calendar page 4, Calendar No. 12, Senate Bill, No. 147, File

No. 18. AN ACT REINSTATING AND VALIDATING THE CORPORATE EXIST







State Capitol 1

Room. W-52
January 26, 1987
APPROPRIATIONS 10:00 A.M.
1
i, .
PRESIDING  CHATRMAN: Senator Harper
— ~ % -
CoMMITTEEl MEMBERS PRESENT :
L 4 % e A “ r t
SENATORS® ‘ Matthews, Rinaldij .
t j ir ,0
REPRESENTATIVES: Bates, Bowden, Brouillet,
va.Lt o Delbianco, Fonfara,; Fusco,.
tn o Gionfriddo, Mazzotta,
Tt ' Migliaro,: Postcl, :Thompson,
a by Wyman, Adamo, Farr,..Taylor

R T
tl\. <
L .
SEN. HARBER: Good morning, I'm Senator Harper, Co-Chairman of the
Appropriations Committee. The Public Hearing will begin. We
dr@Hiving’ a -Public Hearing this 'morning on RCB=B7l2, -and that
is concerning health insurance coverage for retired teachers.
Th& igUrpose of this bill is to make it clear. that -lotal Boards
ofi Education ,must allew their retired teachers who-are not
eligible Por- Medicdre .Part A .to fully participate in .any or -
d11-yroup 'health ‘insurance. plans offered .to active:--teachers:
andmiay ‘not apply diiscriminatory rates to retirees. . This, is
inmténded ‘to claxify the intent of legislation passed in the
last session of the General Assembly. The first hour of the
(Heating is reserved for 'Legislators and, Agency Heads. Nobody
hag«sigrted up 'at this point. I will call members of the public
who ‘hdve .signed up and we 'will have to then,:unless. we -go until
IFeG0 a.m., récess the Hearing and reconvene at 11:00, because
11:00 a.m, was the published time for the public section of
- therlHdaring; .I would like right after that, if we have several
membérs, td tty to vote this 'b¥ll out of the Committee, since
it is merely a clarification of legislation passed last year.
AH this time T willrdall Mr. Ben Wojan, Association of Retired
Tedchers of Conmecticut. v '

L Ty
%B. WOJAN: I am Ben Wojan of West Hartford, Chairman of the
o Législative Committee of the Associatiom:of Retired Teachers
5f Connecticit, representing approximately 12 thousand members
throudhout the state. We wish to go on record in favor of
[House Bill 5719. Thank you.

»
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:SEN. HARBER: Thank you. Any questions of Mr. Wojan: It doesn't
appear that there are any questions. Thank you. Mr. Michael
Cooper., Connecticut Education Association.
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MR c PER- Thank,you. My name is Michael Cooper -and I'm the
obbxlng/Bargaynlng Coordinator for the Connecticut Education
ssociation, representing 28 thousand public school teachers

‘ . n%& Connecticut. I would like to speak on behalf of this

5 | ill,; You passed a piece of legislation last year which,

; bplleve, mostkpeople Ain the .Jlegislature knew .the 1ntent of.

Howev .. because of cgrta;n drafting inconsistencies, I don't
= Yhink it has become crystal clear as to what the intent is to
-~ A ﬁew Bogrds of Fducation. It hag been cemplied with in the

vgst majorlty of cases, but because of the-few who have refused
to cooperate fully with what the intent is, there are a number
ofﬂcises where retired teachers have been put through quite
Q1b1 arg not belng treated properly in conjunction with
I whaﬁqpbe Leglslatlon is supposed to do and I think by making
Fhese ' changes the intent becomes crystal clear, and I think
‘ lFGWLll serve to clear. up the few problems that have been

* ¢réated.

] , ippm ,
i SEN. HAREER " Question? Yes, Representative Migliaro has a question.

‘ REP. ﬂIGQI@RO- You said there are cases, assuming, and I ssume
1 th&tfin the past there have been technical problems, but how
. abput people that have been affected prior to clarifying:the

. language that's in the statutes: You say that there are
people that have been taken advantage of and that have’ been
pgylgg extra money, or

MR, COOPER- There are a number of cases now, where, .through incor-
rect 1nterpretat10n -of this statute, people are not ‘'getting
what they properly are entitled to. I can give you a few ex-
amples, if ydu want.

X

REP. MI@LIARO- No, I just want to kmow, now what happens to those

peopfe when the statyte becomes law?

MR, CQOPER: Retroactively, I don't know if anything can hap-
penh\hut .at least if it's strictly passed, it did not take
effeqf'qntll January lst.

REP. MIGthBO- So that would be for only people ongoing; after the
BilT - takes place7 It won't affect those prior. Now what hap-
pens, to those.people°

j MR, COOPER Well those people that weren't properly treated will
» have to be properly treated upon passage of the Bill.

-~
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REP. MIGLIARO: The ones that you call "improper treatment," did
+ they have to pay official money for the benefits under the
teachers' program?

MR. COOPER: ©No, but there may be a few cases where they are not
properly covered by insurance and should they become ill i
during this period between January lst and passage of the Bill,
they could be negatively financially affected.

REP. MIGLIARO: Well, that's the thing I am concerned about. How
do we protect those people during the interim?

MR. COOPER: I don't know. The only recourse I gquess they would
have, is upon passage of this Bill, to seek remuneration from
the Board that improperly treated them,

REP. MIGLIARO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

" HARPER: Any other questions? Does anybody else, at this
point, wish to speak on the Bill: If not, the hearing will
stand in recess until 11:00 a.m. I would encourage Committee
members to try to come back so we could vote on the Bill.
Thank You.

SEN HARPER: The recessed Public Hearing is reconvened. We are
under the public portion of that Hearing. I have not been
forwareded any names who have signed up to testify under the
public protion. I will ask, is there anybody here from the
public who wishes to testify on RCB 5719? 1Is there anybody
here to testify on RCB 57197 Hearing no interest, I will
declare the public hearing closed at this point. We now will
convene a meeting of the Appropriations Committee to consider
action on one item, RCB 5719. The Chair will recognize a
motion for a joint favorable. Representative Postal has moved;
seconded by Representative Migliaro.

Just to clarify intent in response to the issue raised in
questioning at the public hearing by Representative Migliaro,
let's make it clear that the intent of this Bill is to clarify
the original intent of Legislation passed last year concerning
health insurance coverage for retired teachers. The intent

is to make it clear that local Boards of Education must allow
their retired teachers who are not eligible for Medicare Part
A, to fully participate in any or all group health plans
offered to active teachers. And, may not apply discriminatory
rates to retirees. In clarifying that intent, it should be
noted that any people who are eligible for such benefits
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gEN. HARPER (continued): since the commencement of the Act passed
last year shall be included by action of the Committee and
subsequent action by the full General Assembly, between the
K effective date of last year's Act and the effective date of
this Act, which will be effective upon passage. Are there
any questions? Would the Clerk please call the roll.

CLERK: Harper-yes; Rinaldi-yes; Brouillet-yes; Arthur; Adamo- O
< yes; Atkin; Baker; Bates; Belden; Betkoski; Bowden-yes;
Brooks; Delbianco; Duffy;; Dyson; Farx-yes; Fleming; Fonfara:;
Fusco-yes; Giles; Gionfriddo-yes; Gosselin; Gunther; Ireland;
i Keeley; Lerner; Matthews; Mazzotta-yes; McLaughlih; Migliaro-
yes; Murdock; Mushinsky; Postol-yes; Rogg; Shays; Sullivan;
Taylor-yes; Thompson-yes; Vance; Wyman-yes.

t SEN HARPER: Please call the tally.
CLERK: (ihaudible)

SEN HARPER: The motion carried. The Bill moves forward to the
House of Representatives. Thank you. The Hearing will be

G)’@ adjourned: Thank you.

.P-\
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MS, MARY PETKE: (Continued) i j :
learn or wouldn't have learned to read and write or
add a column without their help. Thank you for your ! i
time and attention. I hope you will give careful 'ﬂlﬂ
thought te the recommendations that have been made :
for the retired teachers. Ladies and Gentlemen,
some Of us have taught people in this Legislature. AL
Thank you very much. n '

REP. POLINSKY:; Thank you,

REP. PARR: What were you paying into the state for the WH 4 f
state's health care? 1.ﬂ

MS. MARY PETKE: I'm not yet €5 and last year the Bl
deduction from my husband's check was $162 a month
to take care of the two of us, but with the new law . “
that was passed, that dropped me, it kept him, but
dropped me. I am totally on my own, so I think
there's over 100 .people in Bristol who have to take
care of their own hospitalization. 0 E

«) REP. POLINSKY: Fred Wheeler followed by Viola Galpert.

MR. FRED WHEELER: Members of the Appropriations Committee, ; ﬂ |
Legislatorg and friends, Good Morning. I'm Fred i i
Wheeler, 247 Bedch Avenue, Watertown. After 35 "
years of puhlic school teaching, I'm retired and now ]
Legislative Chairman for Connecticut Associlation of |

]

Retlred Teachers of Litchfield County.

I want to thank the Appropriations Committee for
arranging this hearing that allows us the opportunity "l ,
to express legislative concerns regarding Connecticut's .
retired teachers. IM

Number one, we heartily welcome the Legislature's quick ‘H
passage this Session of the bill mandating the local ’J
Boards of Education must provide any or all of their |!
active teachers health insurance package to retired .
teachers at no more cost than that paid for active n
teachers receiving the same c¢overage. That was Bill d
5719,

1
Number two, We appreciate the encouragement we are getting |
from the Appropriations Committee leadership that the l
$800 per month minimum pension bill, 7613 will be passed. '
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