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Town Hall
Probate Court
Fairfield, CT

1 March 22, 1979
khm GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION AND ELECTIONS 8:00 P.M.
PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: Representative Niedermeier

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:

SENATORS:
REPRESENTATIVES: Simonelli, Wilber
REP. NIEDERMEIER: This is a public hearing of the Government

SEN.

Administration and Elections Committee and the subject
of this hearing is Proposed Bill 27, An Act Concerning
the Subpoena Power of Municipal Ethics Commissions.

My name 1is Christine Niedermeier, I1"m the Co-chairman of
the Sub-committee on Ethics and Lobbying. With me 1is
Rep. Eliner Wilber.

Our first witness is Senator Mike Ballen.

BALLEN: Thank you, Chairlady and distinguished member of
the Committee. I"m Senator Myron Ballen representing

the 28th Senatorial District and I"m here tonight to expres
my full support of Raised Committee Bill 27~ and Act 1
sponsored along with Senator Owens of Bridgeport, which
will grant full subpoena power to local ethics commissions.

The authority to issue subpoenas, a power which they now

do not have, is necessary where good government 1is concerned
Because of the public®"s demand for more responsibility

and accountability in government, many towns throughout

the State have created ethics commissions in order to
investigate possible wrongdoings of local public officials.
Strong ethics commissions would insure an important require
ment of democratic government, that public offices be
independent and impartial and responsible to the people
they serve.

I feel that although these ethic commissions are definitely
a step in the right direction, that without the power to
summon witnesses on complaints, the watchdog capacity and



