
Legisiative History for Connecticut Act 
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BASHOUR: (Continued) 
Committee. I am Fred Bashour, Chairman of the Legislative 
Committee of the Association of Retired Teachers of Conn-
ecticut. The Association of Retired Teachers in Connecticut 
urge your favorable action on House Bill 5991, 5992, 6725, 
and 7541. The first three pertain to retired State employees 
as well as to retired teachers. The last one, on disability, 
pertains to teachers only, retired teachers only. 
House Bill 5991 raises the minimum basic pension allowance 
for those teachers on regular retirement, that is those who 
taught thirty years or thirty five, depending on age, from 
$3,600 a year to $5,000 per year. The cost to the State will 
be only $32,000. Most of the teachers involved here are 
elderly, living on $3,600 and without Social Security and 
medicare, but still must pay increasing property taxes, fuel, 
medical costs, et cetera. Can the State afford $32,000? 
1 don't know how long these elderly are going to live and 
bherefore, cannot predict what the eventual cost to the State 
will be. Next year it will be $32,000. I assure you that 
bheir lifespan could be shortened, however, if the present 
pension rate pertains. I also urge the Committee to study 
carefully the philosophy behind, and the actual computation 
of, certain funding costs stated here today. 
House Bill 5992 concerns a contingent additional cost of 
living adjustment equal to one half the amount that the con-
sumer price index exceeds 5%. In other words, this bill is 
not applicable if the CBI is 5% or less. This proposal falls 
well within the inflation guidelines of both the federal and 
State governments. From 1970 through 1978, not '79, '78, the 
cost of living index, CPI, has risen 72%. Teachers pensions 
have increased in this nine year period by only 29%. Thus, 
retired teachers have had to absorb a 43% loss in buying power 
in this period alone. Can you imagine the teacher retiring 
in say the year 1970, having contributed for thirty years or 
more, 1940 dollars, 1941 dollars and so forth, to the retire-
ment fund, then retires after determining that she can live 
on that pension, and then find that her pension checks are 
43% smaller. That is, each one hundred dollar check can only 
buy her $57 worth of goods and services, 
This teacher and the State had a pension contract with each 
other. There exists here a moral obligation on the part of 
the State to come to grips once and for all with this de-
teriorating situation. Please keep in mind that most teachers 
do not have Social Security with its annual cost of living 
increase equal to the increase in the CPI. Also, teacher 



MR. BASHOUR: (Continued) 
' pensions are taxable. Your retired teachers are not asking for 
an increase equal to the CPI. We are even willing to accept the 
loss of 43% in buying power, from '70 to '78, and it would be 
much more if one goes back to 1960. All we are asking for is 
that the State and the retiree accept one half the CPI increase 
over 5%. The retirees realize that one of the most effective 
ways to lower the inflation rate is to have everyone, from top 
management to the lowliest worker, increase his productivity. 
The last figures I saw showed the US ranking thirteenth in pro-
ductivity increase of all the industrialized nations. Retired 
people, obviously, cannot increase their productivity but they 
do decrease costs of production by their countless hours of 
volunteer services to local boards and commissions, hospitals, 
charitable organizations such as the Red Cross and in countless 
other ways. 
Some organizations literally could not exist without such service 
as their costs would rise out of hand. By contributing their 
time and talents, our retirees are helping to stem the inflation 
rate by keeping costs down for all of us. 
House Bill 5992 will end once and for all our yearly treks to 
this august body for cost of living adjustments. We are willing 
to live with an annual contingent adjustment equal to one half 
the amount the CPI exceeds 5%. In the twelve months in question, 
the CPI increased 6.7%. Thus, the increase this year amounts to 
one half of the difference between 6.7 and 5% or .85%, an actual 
increase of less than 1%. The cost to the State for the retired 
teachers is $569,234 and, if the plans of our political federal 
and State officials materialize and the inflation rate subsides, 
this will be a decreasing cost in future years. The Association 
of Retired Teachers urges your approval of House Bill 59 92 and 
thus put this perennial problem to rest. 
Passage of 5992 will set a precedent and an example of cooperation 
for the present and the future. House Bill 6725 requests the 
State increase its present 10% to the retirees cost for Blue 
Cross and CMS to 50% from the present 10. The cost to the State 
is $49,136 for the retired teachers only. In support of this, 
just let me say that since many teachers do not have Social 
Security and thus do not have Medicare, our retirees, if they 
want Blue Cross and CMS and Major Medical just pay about $1,300 
for the family plan and out of their pension. Need I say more? 
Also, we request your approval of House Bill 75*t-J 
ÊN. SCHNELLER: I'd like you to summarize your remarks, sir. 



MR BASHOUR: Immediately, sir. — which would provide improved 
disability benefit for retired teachers. We realize well 
the financial condition of the State. You have to set 
priorities. We trust that the hardships of human beings who 
have served the State and children of the State well, will be 
high on the list. At least higher than bricks and mortar and 
the frightening, if accurate, funded costs. There is a time 
and place for everything under the sun. This is the time and 
place to bring equity to our retirees, both teacher and 
retired State employees who have similar problems. Thank you, 
sir. 

SEN. SCHNELLER: Thank you very much. Molly Toro followed by, 
over at this mike, Phil Garavoy. 

MS. TORO: Mr. Chairman and members of the Appropriations Committee. 
My name is Amelia Toro. I'm from Wethersfield, Connecticut 
and I represent the Council 400 of the Connecticut State 
Employees Association of retired State employees. Council 
400 is taking advantage of this public hearing on teachers 
retirement bills, to briefly register its strong support of 
any proposed or pending legislation designed to first provide 
drastically needed cost of living increases in the pensions 
of both retired State employees and retired teachers. 
Second, increase from 10 to 50% the portion of the health 

Belt insurance cost of such retirees paid for by the State and, 
6 bhird, provide a minimum annual pension of at least $5,000. 

Unfortunately, our retired State employees and retired teachers, 
battered by soaring inflation and diminishing purchasing 
power, find themselves in the situation which becomes increas-
ingly desperate. These retired employees completed dedicated 
careers in which they spent their productive lifetime faith-
fully serving their State, fully anticipating that when the 
bime came, the State would provide those retirement benefits 
contemplated when the services were being performed. Unfortun-
ately, with spiraling inflation, their pensions have critically 
decreased in value and fall further and further behind with 
each passing day. It rests within the power of this Committee 
and the Assembly to rectify this grave situation by providing 
equitable cost of living increases and pensions, payment of 
half the health insurance costs and providing a minimum annual 
pension of at least $5,000. 
We are aware that the task which faces your Committee is most 
difficult endeavoring as you must to allocate limited funds 
among many areas of aid. However, it would seem that the problem 



MS. TORO: (Continued) 
of these retirees has become so acute that it is particularly 
deserving of your attention. Past efforts to remedy this 
situation, although well intentioned, have become totally 
inadequate in the light of our current inflation. We and 
those whom we represent deeply appreciate the interest and 
concern demonstrated by the members of this Committee and 
we are hopeful that you will lend your support to this sorely 
needed remedial legislation since the legislature is the 
exclusive source of relief available to these retirees. And, 
Mr. Chairman, I have a statement that has been signed by 
Mr. Al Moratta,. the President of the Connecticut State 
Employees Association, Mr. Michael Papson, President of our 
Council 400, Mr. Nils Erikson, Executive Vice President, 
Mr. Clance Voltner, our Legislative Chairman and myself as 
special attorney and we made copies for the Committee so I'd 
like to submit that if I may. 

SEN. SCHNELLER: Thank you, Ms. Toro. Phil Garavoy followed by 
Spencer Reynolds. 

MR. GARAVOY: Senator Schneller and Representative Wright and members 
of the Appropriations Committee: I am Phil Garavoy, President 
of the Connecticut Education Association speaking on behalf of 
our 26,000 teacher members. A very large number of teacher 
retirement bills have been reserved by your Committee and three 
have been raised for drafting. Specifically, CEA would like 
to go on record in favor of many of the bills and in opposition 
to one. 
We realize that many of the proposed bills will be expensive 
and that others are only procedural and not so costly. In: 
some degree of priority then, these are the bills which CEA 
supports. House Bill 7541, the improvement in the disability 
law, House Bill 7599, improved funding, House Bill 6608, earlier 
retirement age for teachers, Senate Bill 252, the right of 
appeal, House Bill 6610, the treatment of Connecticut State 
service as equivalent to public school teaching, House Bill 5516. 
and Senate Bill 199, specification of the effective date when 
application to the Teachers Retirement Board, House Bill 5515, 
the right to withdraw voluntary contributions from the teachers 
retirement system, House Bill 5514, elimination of the remarriage 
restriction, House Bill 5512 and others, the buying in of 
out of state service credit for those left out of the 19 76 
special opportunity and the granting of a limited amount of 
peacetime service credit for pension credit. 
In particular, House Bill 5109 which you have referred to Finance, 



GARAVOY: (Continued) 
Revenue and Bonding Committee. Senate Bill 722, an amendment 
of the retirement statutes to precodification status, where 
normal retirement doesn't require the last five years to be 
consecutive, Senate Bill 721, an amendment of retirement 
statutes to precodification sdbatus where the purchase of leave 
time can occur during the leave, rather than the year later, 
the purchase of military leave at rates prevailing prior to 
the codification. Senate Bill 241, dealing with the parttime 
teacher, House Bill 6163, contributions to the Teachers 
Retirement over age 70, Senate Bill 737, retirement credit 
for service at State aided institutions. 
The CEA is opposed to House Bill 7600, a bill which you have 
drafted at the request of the Teachers Retirement Board which 
appears to be mostly technical changes resulting from the 
codification but which also contains a drastic and serious 
reduction in vesting rights as they now exist. House Bill 7541 
was promised by the Governor and provided in her budget. It 
is an improved disability bill for our teachers. As you may 
not know, Connecticut and California do not have Social 
Security. Therefore, the only basic disability protection 
available is through the Teachers Retirement system. The 
protection that is provided for Connecticut teachers at present 
requires them to teach for ten years before being eligible 
to collect a disability, whether it is job related or not. 
As to House Bill 7599, improved funding, much has been written 
and much has been said today dealing with this area. The most 
recent report from the National Governors Association comments 
thoughtfully on the future growth of pension plans, pointing 
out two important issues. The concern over unfunded liabil-
ities as well as the concern over investment practices. Firm 
control of both is essential. Therefore, CEA strongly supports 
the concept of an actuarial funding system with immediate 
assumption of an amortization schedule to reduce the very large, 
unfunded accrued past liabilities of the current plan members. 
On the other side of the fence, so to speak, is a bill which 
does not cost money but which means a lot to our teachers. This 
is Sentate Bill 252, the provision of a right of appeal to the 
Teachers Retirement Board introduced by the Co-chair of your 
Committee, Senator Schneller. The bill would guarantee teachers 
a right of due process which is now not available at the 
administration level as it is with most agencies such as local 
boards of education and the State Board of Education. Other 
teachers will no doubt be speaking in more detail about the need 
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is no objection, I would move the bill as amended to the 
Consent Calendar. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Hearing nĉ  objection, so ordered. _ 

THE CLERK: 
Cal. 1167, Files 1016 and 1178. Favorable report of 

the joint standing Committee on Appropriations. Substitute 
for House Bill 7541. AN ACT CONCERNING DISABILITY RETIREMENT 
UNDER THE TEACHERS' RETIREMENT SYSTEM as amended by House 
Amendment Schedule A. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Schneller. 
SENATOR SCHNELLER: (20th) 

Mr. President, I move acceptance of the joint 
committee's favorable report and passage of the bill. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator O'Leary, you wish to be recognized? 
SENATOR O'LEARY: (7th) 

Mr. President, I wish to absent myself under Rule 15 
and I believe Senator Knous does also. He is not in the room 
right now but I will locate him. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator O'Leary and Senator Knous have disqualified 
themselves from this issue and will absent themselves from the 
chamber and the record will so note. Senator Schneller, proceed. 
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SENATOR SCHNELLER: 
Mr. President, this bill revises the current statutes 

concerning disability retirement under our teachers' retire-
ment system. It revises the definition of disability. It 
changes the eligibility requirements. It changes the compu-
tation of benefit under the disability retirement. It adds 
provisions for reducing or suspending disability retirement 
payments to a member when such member is receiving outside 
earned income or wages. It includes a provision for reducing 
disability retirement benefits to a member by the amount of 
disability retirement payment received by such member under 
the social security act. 

House Amendment A is a technical change to clarify 
Section 5 of the original bill. Section 5, as amended, would 
now require that all existing statutes concerning teachers' 
disability retirement be repealed. 

AT the present time, the average disability pension 
is less than five thousand dollars. The improved disability 
will equal that of state employees. Inasmuch as teachers are 
not under the social security, they do not have the basic 
type of disability protection offered by the federal government. 
With the rising cost of health insurance, an improved disability 
is essential. No increase in the base benefit has been granted 
since 1973 when the supplemental allowance was raised from four 
hundred eighly dollars a year to nine hundred dollars a year. 



roc 
This year the Governor pledged to correct this inequity 
and funds for the disability plan in the amount of $2 million 
are included in the appropriations act. According to the 
Office of Fiscal Analysis, the estimated cost of the disability 
plan in fiscal 80-81 is $6,900,000 based upon actuarial 
projections, but other estimates are that this is an outside 
figure. Many estimates are that the funding for these in-
creased appropriations will be considerably less than the 
seven million dollar figure in future years. In view of the 
spiraling inflation that we have experienced, I think it is 
highly essential that our teachers who have given years of 
service to their community, communities be given an increase 
in their disability benefits and if there are no objections, 
I would ask members of this circle to support this legislation 
and I would move it to the Consent Calendar. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

It cannot go on the Consent Calendar because of the 
two senators that have absented themselves. 
SENATOR SCHNELLER: 

I stand corrected. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Matthews. 
SENATOR MATTHEWS: (26th) 

Mr. President, may I ask a question of Senator Schneller, 
through you. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

You may proceed. 
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SENATOR MATTHEWS: 

Senator Schneller, through you, Mr. President, could 
you identify for the members here what the, ah, who will be 
paying the cost of this increased amount from what it is now 
up to approximately six or seven million dollars, if the out-
side estimates are brought in. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Schneller, If you wish to respond. 
SENATOR SCHNELLER: 

Through you, Mr. President, the State of Connecticut. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Matthews. 
SENATOR MATTHEWS: 

Am I correct in this - that the present method of 
paying the retirement fund on the disabilities is on a basic 
funding of the terminal element itself, that is, it will be 
paid each year as the money is available according to the 
number of people who are disabled. That's what is being done 
now. Is that correct? Just yescr no. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Schneller. 
SENATOR SCHNELLER: 

Up to now, that has been the case, Senator Matthews, 
but as you know with the past legislation in this session of 
the General Assembly to switch our funding starting in the 
year 80-81 to an actuarial funded program and consequently, 
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that will be a part of the actuarial funding when we make 
that change. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Matthews. 
SENATOR MATTHEWS: 

Yes. I think that's HB 7599 which we did pass 
earlier in the session. I would like to make one or two 
comments. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

You may proceed. 
SENATOR MATTHEWS: 

Yes, thank you, Senator Schneller. I would like to 
make one or two comments. At the moment, there are somewhat 
limited numbers of disability retirements because the pension 
or retirement benefit under the disability program is quite 
low particularly in relation to other programs which are in-
volved with employees throughout the state. In turn, the 
early retirements are somewhat more because the benefits there 
would be more beneficial. With the passage of this bill, 
however, what will occur is that those people who feel that 
they are unable to teach anymore will request a disability re-
tirement because at this point, after the billis passed, there 
will be a higher benefit for them and it will be more realistic 
for them to apply under the disability than it would be for 
early retirement, obviously depending upon their years of service 
and their age. The puzzling aspect about it is that if now there 



are a limited number of people receiving or applying for 
disabilitybenefits but in another year or two that number 
will increase substantially, it seems to me that those teachers 
who would request disability pensions now but do not, and are 
still able to teach, at another year or two may request a 
disability pension because at that point they will feel that 
they are unable to teach. It's a rather incongruous relation-
ship because we are encouraging people basically to ask for 
disability retirement when in actuality if we didn't improve 
the benefit for them, they would not retire as a disabled 
teacher. In the course of time, the amount of money which 
this bill will impose on the taxpayers of the State of Con-
necticut is quite difficult to determine because we won't know 
how many people will accept or apply for the either disability 
benefit or the early retirement programs. There is fairly 
meaningful prof that the amount of money will be somewhere in 
the area of six million doLars over the next two or three 
years and it well could go up. Now based on the formula and the 
amount of benefit which is to be received that will cost more 
money. We are going from a roughly five thousand to something 
over six and I believe almost seven thousand in benefit average 
payment now and as the salaries of the teachers increase, this 
figure will go up and the cost will go up. 

What I am saying, I guess, merely is that we are en-
deavoring to equalize the privileges of the teachers under dis-
ability in relation to other people in the State of Connecticut 



ro 
employ, but at the same time we are very strongly obligating 
the taxpayers to potentially sizable financial obligations 
in the future. I would be remiss, I think, if I did not ask 
the members of the circle to be aware of this fact and also 
the future development of any programs which involve retire-
ment. I say this because we are all aware, I think, of the 
problems in some of the communities around this area and 
throughout the country which have gotten themselves into 
deep financial problems because of retirement programs over-
whelming the taxpayers with financial obligations. New York 
City is perhaps the most prominent and dominant one. Re-
tirement benefits are obviously important and inflationary 
problems are extremely involved with any benefit payments 
that need to be provided, but we must start to take very 
careful account of where we go from here on in order to keep 
ourselves from getting into a very difficult financial problem. 
This type of thing actually is like a growing snowball coming 
down the side of a mountain. It is very small for quite â iile 
but can, all of a sudden, become immense. I would ask merely 
that as we pass this bill that you give full consideration to 
such items in the future. Thank you very much. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Schneller. 
SENATOR SCHNELLER: 

Mr. President, I would briefly like to respond to 
Senator Matthews because I think for the record it is important 
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to indicate the necessity for this legislation. Yes,it is 
true that inflation is affecting those on fixed income 
particularly. Those are the individuals that are really caught 
in this squeeze and that's probably the major reason that we 
are dealing with this issue at the present time. Teachers who 
are forced into retirement because of disability presently 
receive one sixty-fifth, think of that, one sixty-fifth of 
their highest salary the previous five years, or their average 
salary for the last five years times the number of years of 
teaching. So a teacher whose average salary is ten thousand 
dollars, if he or she has been teaching for twenty years 
would get twenty sixty-fifths of that ten thousand dollars 
which is roughly three thousand dollars. Now how can any 
person, and they get no social security benefits, possibly 
retire, be forced to retire with a disability, that's after 
20 years of teaching, live on three thousand dollars. That's 
the reason for this legislation. Yes, Senator Matthews, it is 
going to cost the taxpayers of the State of Connecticut some 
money, but I think the taxpayers of the State of Connecticut 
owe something to the teachers of these communities and this 
State particularly if they have to retire as a result of disa-
bility. I think they are entitled to some type of equity in 
their retirement as a teacher who retires at normal retirement 
or a state employee who retires through normal retirement. I 
think we will have to make these adjustments for all retirees 
in the public sector as inflation keeps eating away at the 
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programs that we lave devised. I think we have no other 
choice. I think it's an obligation. We owe to these individ-
uals and I think they are entitled to spend their retirement 
in dignity and this legislation will provide dignity to those 
teachers who retire as a result of disability. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

The Clerk will please make an announcement for a roll 
call. Senator Beck. 
SENATOR BECK: 0th) 

Mr. President, I do want to indicate a very strong 
support for this legislation at this point and certainly hope 
that everyone can support it as has been very well expressed 
here in the last few minutes. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Thank you. 
THE CLERK; 

An immediate roll call has been called for in the 
Senate. Will all senators please come to the chamber. An 
immediate roll call has been called for in the Senate. Will 
all senators please be seated. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

The machine may be open. Please record your vote. 
The machine is closed. The Clerk please tally the vote. 
Result of the vote: 32 Yeas - 0 Nays. The BILL IS PASSED. 
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CLERK: 
Calendar No. 1239, File No. 1016, Substitute for House 

Bill No. 7541. AN ACT CONCERNING DISABILITY RETIREMENT UNDER 
THE TEACHERS' RETIREMENT SYSTEM. Favorable Report of the Committee 
on Appropriations. 
REP. WRIGHT: (77th) t 

Mr. Speaker. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Rep. Gardner Wright of the 77th. 
PEP. WRIGHT: (77th) 

Mr. Speaker. I move for acceptance of the Joint 
Committee's Favorable Report and passage of the bill. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

The question is on acceptance and passage. Will you 
remark sir? 
REP. WRIGHT: (77th) 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, just briefly. This bill provides 
an improvement in the disability benefits for teachers who 
have a relatively poor disability program now by requiring 
fewer years of service and increasing the disability benefit 
that they are eligible to receive. It also provides an 
offset for any Social Security benefits that they are receiving 
so there's not a duplication of benefits and it's a bill which 
would bring them more in line with other benefits that are paid 



to State employees. 
It also provides on effect of January 1, 1980 benefits 

for teachers who are already receiving disability benefits will 
be increased to the benefits outlined in this bill. Mr. Speaker 
there is a technical amendment and I would like the clerk to 
call and read LCO No. 8808. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

The clerk has in his possession an amendment, LCO 8808, 
designated House Amendment Schedule "A". Would the clerk please 
call and read the amendment. 
CLERK: 

LCO No. 8808, offered by Rep. Tiffany of the 36th district 
and Rep. Wright of the 77th district. 

In line 150, after the number 6, before the period, 
insert "are repealed". 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

The amendment is in your possession sir, what is your 
pleasure? 
REP. WRIGHT: (77th) 

Mr. Speaker, I move for adoption of the amendment. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

The question is on adoption of House Amendment Schedule "A". 
Will you remark on its adoption? 



8 3 8 3 

PEP. WRIGHT: (77th) 
A technical amendment, Mr. Speaker. The words "are 

repealed" was left out in sec. 5 of the bill where it outlined 
a series of sections that were having to be repealed. I move 
adoption. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Will you remark further on the adoption of House "A"? 
Will you remark further on its adoption. 
PEP. SHAYS: (147th) 

Mr. Speaker. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Rep. Christopher Shays. 
REP. SHAYS: (147th) 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. Through you a question of 
Rep. Wright. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

State your question sir. 
REP. SHAYS: (147th) 

Thank you. Rep. Wright, how do we fund teacher disability 
in the State? 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Rep. Wright, will you respond to that inquiry? 
REP. WRIGHT: (77th) 

Mr. Speaker, through you, this is funded and will be 



funded as part of the Teacher's Retirement system and the funds 
will be held in the same way. It is our intention that this 
money would be put into the Teacher's Retirement system and 
evaluated along with that system each time that's done. 
REP. SHAYS: (147th) 

Through you, Mr. Speaker. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Rep. Shays. 
REP. SHAYS: (147th) 

Rep. Wright, we have an unfunded liability of over 
$1.8 billion in the Teacher Retirement system. This money 
that we would be putting in, would it be on a pay as you go 
basis, would the money basically go into the system and out 
immediately to pay for all the disability that would be 
expected? 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Rep. Wright, will you respond? 

REP. WRIGHT: (77th) 
Mr. Speaker, through you, this is what's called a 

one-year term premium and the deposit we are making this year 
is theoretically enough to pay for now until people die; the 
disability benefits for anybody who should become disabled 
during the year. 



PEP. SHAYS: (147th) 
Through you, Mr. Speaker. 

SPEAKER ABATE: 
Rep. Shays. 

PEP. SHAYS: (147th) 
Next year I noticed, this year we will be putting in or 

have put in $2 million and next year I know from the fiscal 
note that we will be putting in approximately $7 million. 
Am I to infer from that — is that the total cost of disability 
in the State, the $7 million for next year, or is that just 
a portion of what the total disability would be? 

Let me state that question differently, through you 
Mr. Speaker. Rep. Wright, next year we will, because of the 
passage of this bill, have to put in approximately $7 million 
more. Does that represent the increased benefits that would 
be derived based on the passage of this bill? 
REP. WRIGHT: (77th) 

Mr. Speaker through you, that is correct. This 
benefit is substantially better than the benefit the teachers 
have now and when you annualize the figure, because now the 
bill in front of us is only effective for half a year, when 
you annualize it for a full year and you reflect the fact that 
we assume that there will be more teachers with — or they will 
be making greater amounts of money next year, and therefore 



their benefits will be higher anyway, that generates the annual 
cost that you see for next year. 
^P. SHAYS: (14 7th) 

Through you, Mr. Speaker, the $7 million that will be 
put in next year represents an increase of about how much over 
what we would put in next year if this bill did not pass. In 
other words, does this represent an increase of 50%, 20%, 60%? 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Rep. Wright, will you respond? 
REP. WRIGHT: (77th) 

Mr. Speaker. I am sorry. I don't have an answer to 
that question. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

The Chair would observe that the matter before us at 
this time is the adoption of House Amendment Schedule "A". 
Will you remark further? 
REP. SHAYS: (147th) 

Mr. Speaker, I think very frankly, I'm in error here 
because I am discussing the bill. I'll wait to further my 
question. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Will you remark on the adoption of House "A"? If not 
all in favor of its adoption please indicate by saying, Aye. 
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REPRESENTATIVES: 
Aye. 

SPEAKER ABATE: 
Opposed, Nay. 

REPRESENTATIVES: 
Nay. 

SPEAKER ABATE: 
The Ayes have it. The amendment is adopted and it is 

ruled technical. 
* * * * * * 

House Amendment Schedule "A". 
In line 150, after the number "6" but before the period 

insert "are repealed" 
* * * * * * 

SPEAKER ABATE: 
Will you remark further on the bill as amended by 

House "A". 
REP. SHAYS: (147th) 

Mr. Speaker. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Rep. Christopher Shays. 
REP. SHAYS: (147th) 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Speaking on the bill, I'm going 
to vote for the bill because I think the benefits are deserved, 



but I just want to alert the House to something maybe most of 
you know and that is that obviously with any increased benefit 
there's an increased cost. Next year alone, just by the passage 
of this bill we will have to add $7 million to our budget. We're 
already right now beginning to spend money for next year and 
possibly the year after will even be more than $7 million. 

It's an incredible expense that we are voting on at this 
moment in time and we are going to be coming up with something 
else later on, not today but in the days to come, on teacher 
retirement, We have an unfunded liability of $1.8 billion. 
We then proceed to provide more and more benefits without really 
coming to grips with funding the system properly. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Will you remark further? 
REP. MANNIX: (142nd) 

Mr. Speaker. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Rep. John Mannix of the 142nd. 
REP. MANNIX: (142nd) 

Mr. Speaker, through you a question to Rep. Wright. 
SPEAKER ABATE; 

State your question sir. 
REP. MANNIX: (142nd) 

Rep. Wright, does this bill require the teachers to 
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increase their funding, their retirement benefits and the disability 
benefits — if it's one fund. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Rep. Wright, will you respond? 
REP. WRIGHT: (77th) 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, through you. The answer is it does not 
require any greater contributions by the teachers and they are 
already making, 
REP. MANN1X: (142nd) 

Mr, Speaker, through you, another question, Mr, Wright, 
if we were increasing the benefit, and I'm not saying that they're 
not necessary, wouldn't it be in order to require an increase in 
contributions by the teachers; at least their share? 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Rep, Wright, will you respond? 
REP, WRIGHT; (77th) 

My. Speaker, through you, I think that the teachers 
already contribute between 5 and 6% of their pay for the 
retirement and disability benefits and what has happened is 
the disability benefits for teachers have been relatively small 
and this is increasing them to be in line with what is available 
to many other people. You have to remember that teachers do 
not receive Social Security which is the greatest disability 
benefit that most of us who are in the private sector receive. 



They have a very poor disability program as it is now 
c o n s t r u c t e d and this helps to improve i t , but I think that 
their contributions are already in line with what most people 
are contributing. 
REP. MANNIX: (142nd) 

Thank you, Mr, Speaker. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Will you remark further. Will you remark further on this 
bill? If not, would all the members please be seated. Would 
all the members please be seated. Would all staff and guests 
please come to the well of the House. The machine will be opened 

The House of Representatives is voting by roll at this 
time. Would the members please return to the Chamber immediately 
The House of Representatives is voting by roll at this time. 
Would the members please return to the Chamber immediately. 

H3ve a,H the members voted? Would the members please 
check th,e roll call machine to determine if their vote is 
properly recorded. The machine will be locked. The clerk 
will take the tally, 
REP. GIORDANO: (99th) 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker. 
SPEAKER ABATE: 

Rep, John Giordano of the 99th, 
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pEP, GIORDANO: (99th) 
The affirmative. 

SPEAKER ABATE: 
The Journal will note that Rep. Giordano has cast his 

vote in the affirmative. 
Would the Clerk please announce the tally, 

CLERK: 
House Bill No, 7541 as amended by House Amendment Schedule "A", 
Total Number Voting 141 
Necessary for Passage 71 
Those Voting Yea 141 
Those Voting Nay 0 
Those Absent and Not Voting 10 

SPEAKER ^BATE: 
The bill as amended passes. 

CLERK; 
Calendar No. 1240, File No, 1019, House Bill No. 7188, 

AN ACT CONCERNING EXEMPTION FROM SALES TAX FOR MOTOR FUEL WHEN 
FUEL TAX IS REFUNDED BECUASE OF USE IN CERTAIN HIGH-OCCUPANCY 
COMMUTER VEHICLES. Favorable Report of the Committee on 
Finance, Revenue and Bonding, 
REP. MORGAN: (56th) 

Mr, Speaker, 


