
Legislative History for Connecticut Act 

J611 PA m (j^^) 

t. 

fimsiuU - - if3Sj SJ9-S23. <4- __ ? 

e&LCllaY^^ilUi 

LAW/LEGfSLATIVEREFERENCE 
DO NOT REMOVE FROM LIBRARY 

Transcripts from the Joint Standing Committee Public Hearing(s) and/or Senate 
and House of Representatives Proceedings 

Connecticut State Library 

Compiled 2014 





1872 

House of Representatives Tuesday, April 13» 1976 
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I 
For what purpose does the gentleman rise? / (Tape) 

11 

REP, UNKNOWN 
J had risen and was attempting to get your attention,Mr. 

Speaker, before you ruled on that bill, I would object to re-
committing that bill, 
THE SPEAKER s 

This is no longer in the possession of the chamber. Clerk 
return to the call of the calendar. 
THE CLERK $ 

Calendar 460. S.B. No. 3. AN ACT CONCERNING CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO EMPLOYEE WELFARE FUNDS ON BEHALF OF SICK OR INJURED EMPLOYEES, 

('{; . THE SPEAKER! 
Gentleman from the 90th, 

REP. WILLIAM T. MORIARITY (80th)? 
Mr. Speaker, may this bill be passed temporarily, 

THE SPEAKER t 
Ts there objection? Hearing none, it is so ordered. 

THE CLERKj 
Calendar 469. Substitute for S.B, No. 17. AN ACT CONCERNING 

THE ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS. 
THE SPEAKER? 

Gentleman from 146th, 
REP. ELMER W. LOWDEN (l46th)i 

Mr, Speaker9 T move acceptance of the Joint Committees' 
favorable report and pa.ssage of the bill. 
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THE SPEAKER• 
Question is on fjooeptanoe and passage, Will you remark? 

RKP, ELMER W, LOWDEN (1 46th)t 

Mr. Speakers the clerk has Senate Amendment Schedule ."A.", I 
would ask that the reading he waived, and I be allowed to summar-
ize . 
THE SPEAKERS 

Clerk please call Seriate "A", 
THE CLERK 1 

Senate Amendment Schedule "A". 
THE SPEAKER 1 

Is there objection to the gentleman of 146th summarising in 
lieu of reading? If not, the gentleman from 146th for that pur-
pose . 
REP. ELMER W. LOWDEN (l46th)t 

Mr. Speaker, in nineteen sixty four (1964), the Superior 
Court of the State of Connecticut in a decision in a case of 

/(nl\ •> 

State versus (inaudible), cast some rloubt upon the applicability 
of sub-section "D" of Section 9-I67A., in that it appeared to be 
in conflict with the previous sections relating to minority re-
presentation on boards. 

The committee attempted to correct that objection by delet-
ing the enti re secti on... sub-section "D". The Senate Amendment 
restores most of sub-sections "D",•but removes the provision that 
a vacancy may be filled by election from the same political party 
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because that is part of the sub-section which would put it in 

conflict to previous provisions, T move adoption of Senate Amend-

ment Schedule "A", 

THE SPEAKERt 

Remark further on Senate "A"? Question is on its adoption. 

All those i.n favor will indicate by saying "Aye", Opposed? 

Senate "A" is adopted. Ruled technical. Will you remark further 

on the bill as amended? Gentleman from 146th. 

REP. ELMER W. LOWDEN (146th) i 

Mr, Speaker, Section One of the bill has been discussed be-

cause that is the subject ,'of the amendment. Section Two of the 

bill provides that? unless otherwise provided by special act or 

charter and no other provision is made for their appointment by 

law, the Chief Executive Officer of a municipality, rather than the 

select-men* shall appoint town officers, It, also, substitutes 

the term "Legislative Body", for "Town Meeting", in respect to 

the determination of Town Officers. 

Section Three (3)» merely, substitutes the term "Municipal 

Officer" for the words,,.for "Town Officer", and "Municipality" 

for the word "Town". Section Pour ( a l l o w s procedures for 

election of selectmen to be prescribed by special act, rather 

than, solely, by charter. Section Five (5), amends Section9-189> 

to provide that such Tax-Collectors, as are elected, may be elect-

ed for a term of at least two years with no maximum limit. The 

present law sets a maximum of six years. Section Six (6), mere-
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ly, substitutes the words? "Legislative Body" for "Town Meeting" 

in Section 9-190-

Section Seven (?), provides!"that unless otherwise provided 

by law, the town shall elect three assessors, and a Board of Tax 

Review, consisting of three members. Section Eight (8), merely, 

changes reference to town election, to "Municipal Election". 

Section Nine (9), deletes reference in Section 9-201, to "Annual 

Elections", since annual elections are no longer held in the State. 

Section Ten (10), deletes reference to "Annual Elections" 

from Section 9-202. Section Eleven (11), deletes the same re-

ference from Section 9-207. Section Twelve (12) repeals exist-

ing Section. 9-165, which deals with the change from "annual* 'to 

"bi-annual" elections, and repeals Section 9-166,dealing with un-

expired terms of office;in - towns, changing from "annual" to "bi-

annual" elections, repeals Section 9-197» dealing with "rotation 

of terms of office, of members of boards and commissions, when 

towns switch from annual to bi-annual elections"| and repeals 

Section 9-196, dealing with annual elections of assessors; re-

peals Section 9-197> dealing with minority representation on 

Board of Assessors elected in. annual elections! and, finally, 

repeals Section 9-208, dealing with, election of Library Directors 

when towns switched from annual to bi-annual elections. 

Mr. Speaker, this looks like a momentous bill from the num-

ber of pages it consumes... and. a lot of verbage. Most - of it is 

made neccessary..,or desireable, by the fact that we no longer 
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vote annual elections in the State of Connecticut, I urge its 

passage. 

THE SPEAKER t 

Will you remark further? Gentleman from 136th, 
REP. ALAN H. NEVAS (136th)j 

Mr. Speaker, will the c 

1 ©3?k pi G 3.S e call LG02757, an amend-

ment, please. 

THE CLERKs 

House Amendment Schedule " A", offered by Mr. Nevas of 136th. 

THE SPEAKER 1 

Gentleman from 136th. 

REP. ALAN H. NEVAS (136th)t Mr. Speaker, I move adoption of the amendment and 
ask that 

I be permitted to...well...let the clerk read. 

THE SPEAKER! 

Well...will the clerk, please, read, 

THE CLERKs 

In line 144, delete the word " 

s J) © 0 ial" and insert, in lieu 

thereof, the word "law". 

In line 14.5, deletes the words " Act or Charter". 

In line 162 r deletes the word ".special", and insert in "Hen 

thereof! the word " Law", 

Delete line 1.63 in itn entirety. 

THE SPEAKER: 

Gentleman from 136th. 

REP, ALAN H. NEVAS (136th)5 
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Mr. Speaker, the purpose of the amendment is to conform 

this particular section, that is Section k, with all the other 

sub-sections of the f 11 © s In. all the other sections, the pro5- -

vision iss "unless otherwise provided by law". This is the only 

section where the language differs, and reads in the file« " un-

less otherwise provided by speci al a.c*t or charter", It seems to 

me that the more general provision is propey, and that's the amend-

ment, 

THE SPEAKERS 

Remark further on House "A". Gentleman from 146th. 

REP. ELMER W. LOWDEN (l46th)« 

Mr, Speaker, I've 6'onferred, with the distinguished Deputy 

Minority Leader about the amendment, and I'm advised that, with 

the amendment the Republican Leadership has no objection, in fact, 

it will go along with the bill. And in the spirit of bicentenial 

cooperation and friendship, I support the amendment, 

THE SPEAKER? 

Will you remark further on House "A". If not, the question 

is on its adoption. All those in favor will indicate by saying 

"Aye". Opposed? House "A." is adopted. Ruled Technical, Will 

you remark further on the bill as amended by Senate "A", and 

House "A", Gentleman from the 146th. 

REP. ELMER W. LOWDEN (l46th)s 

Mr. Speaker, I, now, move passage of the bill as amended by 

Senate Amendment Schedule "A", and House Amendment Schedule "A", 
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THE SPEAKER s 

Will you remark further on the bill as amended. Gentleman of 

:,19th. 

REP, ROBERT I). SHEA (19th) i 

Mr. Speaker, a question, please, to the proponent. 

THE SPEAKER« 

Frame your question, sir, 

REP. ROBERT D. SHEA (19th) i 

Just a quick question. It'S easier for a question, then me 

to (inaudible) through this. If I give an example of a nine-member 

elected Counsel, . .town or city Counsel, where "there is a five-four 

split., and. one of the minority members leaves, and there is a va-

cancy that occurs. Must the appointment be of the same political 

party as that minority, in the case I cited? 

THE SPEAKERi 

Gentleman of 146th,,care to respond? 

REP, ELMER W, LOWDEN (l46th)s 

Mr. Speaker, through you, the bill does provide exactly that. 

If a vacancy occurs, and is to be filled by appointment? it must 

be an appointment by the same political party. 

REP. ROBERT "0, SHE A (19t h) « 

Thank you, 

THE SPEAKER? 

Will you remark further. Gentleman of the 5-1 pt, ° 

REP, KEVIN P. JOHNSTON (51st)i 

A question through you to the proponentof the bill. 
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THE SPEAKER! 

Please frame your question, 

REP, KEVIN P. JOHNSTON (51st) i 

In line 115, you mentioned that the Chief Executive Officer, 

now, has appointing authority for municipal officials, In a com-

munity of a Board, of Selectmen, a. three man board of selectmen, 

who is the chief executive officer? 

REP. ELMER W. LOWDEN (l46th)i 

Mr. Speaker, through you, that would depend, on your charter, 

of the special act, under which a town is operating. If it's 

statutory, I would assume there would be a first selectman. 

THE SPEAKER? 

Gentleman of the 51st. 

REP. KEVIN P. JOHNSTON (51st)s 

Another question. What's the reason for this change? 

THE SPEAKER s 

Gentleman of the 146th. 

REP. ELMER W. LOWDEN (l46th)s 

In. many towns, there are, presently, chief executive officers, 

who are not the board of selectmen, and for that reason, it has 

been thought by the committee that the chief executive officer 

should be the one to do whatever is provided in that particular 

section. 

THE SPEAKER i 

Will you remark further on the bill as amended? If not, 

will the members, please, take their seats. Staff come to the 
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well. The mnchine wil1 be open. Have all the members voted, and 
is your vote properly recorded? If so, the machine will be closed. 
The clerk will take a tally. 
THE CfrERKs 

Total Number Voting,.......................139 

Necessary for passage 70 

Those voting. Y e b. . .....4..«.*........... .139 
Those voting Nay. . . . . 0 
Those Absent and no is Vot XTÎ  B0S0fi998fla08a 12 

THE SPEAKERi 
The bill as amended is passed. 

THE CLERKs 
Calendar 474, S.B. No. 52. AN ACT CONCERNING PENALTIES FOR 

HEALTH' VIOLATORS, 
THE SPEAKERi 

Gentleman from, the 17th. 
REP. OR. MORRIS N. COHEN (17th)t 

Mr, Speaker, I move this bill be sent on to the Finance Com-
mittee,' 
THE SPEAKERi 

Refer to the Board, of Finance, is there objection? Hearing 
none, it is so ordered, 
THE CLERK: 

Calendar 478. Substitute for H.B. No. 6̂6?., AN ACT CONCERN-
ING RETAIL INSTALLMENT SALES FINANCING. 
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THE CLERK: | r O C 

Cal. 206, File 159. Favorable report of the joint 
standing committee on Elections, Sub. S.B. 17, AN ACT CONCERNING 
THE ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS. ! 
THE PRESIDENT: j 

Yes, Senator Lieberman. 
SENATOR LIEBERMAN: 

Mr. President, I would yield to Senator Schwartz who 
I see in the chamber and he will take out the bill. This is 
Cal. 206. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Page six, fourth item from the top. 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: (28th) 

Mr. President, I move for acceptance of the joint 
committees favorable report and passage of the bill. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Do you care to remark on it, senator? 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

Yes, Mr. President. This bill is akriost entirely 
technical in nature, but there is a lot of language removed j 
from the statutes and I'd like to explain what exactly the bill; 
does in fact, if anything, do. It removes much of the language 
dealing with annual elections of which there aren't any H 

anymore for the selection of municipal officials. It removes / 
language that talks about adjustments in the etetion calender 
from annual to biannual elections and it also conforms certain ; 
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j sections of the general statutes dealing with the powers of a 

j town with regard to electing its local officials so that these 
I i 
: sections that are in Title Nine now conform to sections in j 
j I 
| Title Seven dealing with charters so that it is clear what ! i • i 
j powers by charter a town has with regard to deciding what elected 

j officials are chosen, what officials can be elected and what 

j officials can be appointed. In addition, it provides and makes 

; clear again in the minority representation statute that the 
: provisions of minority representation can be expanded by the 

the 
| charter of/town so that increased minority representation can 

| be provided in the charter of the town, if the charter of the 

; town so states. And finally, it removes subsection (d) of 

S section 9-167a, the minority representation statutes of the 

charter, for minority representation statutes, because..to con-

form it with the verdict of State vs. Tinker in which the 

i Superior Court ruled that subsection (d) which was amended, 

added on the floor of the House during the debate of the 

minority representation bill in 1960^ that subsection (d) con-

pounds the purpose of the first three sections of this...sub-

sections of this section of the statutes and the rule of con-

struction would seem to indicate that this subsection, at the 

very least, be overlooked in interpreting the sections because 

it is either redundant in certain cases or contradictory in 

others and therefore should not be considered. If there is no 

objection, Mr. President, 
SENATOR ROME: (8th) 

48. 

roc 
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There is objection, Mr. President. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

There is objection. Senator Rome. 
SENATOR ROME: 

Mr. President, through you to Senator Schwartz. 
Senator, if in fact, an electorate were to elect a council in 
their municipality, five to four, Democrat, and two of the 
councilmen were to resign for any reason or be incapacitated 
or unable to serve, is it my correct understanding that the re-
maining or Republican councilmen could flaunt the wishes 
apparently of the electorate and choose two Republicans as 
long as the minority representation rule was still honored; so 
that the Republicans in effect could ignore the fact that the 
electorate had elected a majority of Democrats and suddenly we 
would find ourselves with a majority of Republicans without 
another election. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Do you care to respond, senator? 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

If I can ask a clarifying question before responding. 
Is the senator referring to a legislative body, that is... is 
he referring to a legislative body, that's what I am asking. 
SENATOR ROME: 

Through you, Mr. President, that depends upon the de-
finition of a legislative body or board of selectmen, council, 
yes, they are legislative bodies; board of selectmen is a 
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j legislative body; council is a legislative body. 
! 
I SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

j I believe the provisions of Section 9-167a do not apply 
' to legislative bodies in general; and if the senator would be 
j I willing to pass this temporarily, I'll research that section 
| 

so that we can get the 
SENATOR ROME: 

Please. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Without objection, Cal. 206 will be passed temporarily. 

THE CLERK: 
Second item from the bottom, page six, Cal. 212, File 

157. Favorable report of the joint standing committee on 
Insurance and Real Estate, Sub. for S.B. 377. AN ACT CONCERNING 
PAYMENT OF INTEREST ON LIFE INSURANCE DEATH BENEFITS FROM DATE 
OF DEATH TO RECEIPT OF MONEY BY BENEFICIARY. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Flynn. 
SENATOR FLYNN: (17th) 

Mr. President, I move acceptance of the committee's 
favorable report and passage of the bill. 
THE PRESIDENT: 

Do you care to remark, Senator Flynn? 
SENATOR FLYNN: I 

Yes, Mr. President. By way of explanation, this bill 
provides that in the event a suit or action of law is brought 
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SENATOR CICCARELLO: 
Mr. President, I move acceptance of the Coirmittee's Favorable Report and 

passage of the Bill. 
THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark? 
SENATOR CICCARELLO: 

I believe the Bill is self-explanatory and if there is no objection, I 
move it to the Consent Calendar. 
THE CHAIR: 

No objection, so ordered. 
THE CLERK: 

Turning to page four of the Calendar, second item from the top, Calendar 
206, File 159, Favorable Report of the Joint Standing Carcriittee on Elections, 
Substitute for Senate Bill No. 17. AN ACT CCNCEFNING THE ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT 
OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS. 
THE CHAIR: 

Senator Schwartz. 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

Mr. President, I move for acceptance of the Comnittee1s Favorable Report 
and passage of the Bill. 
THE CHAIR: 

. Will you remark? 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

I believe the Clerk has an Amendment. 
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THE CLERK: 
Clerk has jjenate Amendment, Schedule A, File No. 159, Substitute for 

Senate Bill No. 17, LCO 2288, introduced by Senator Schwartz. 
THE CHAIR: 

Senator Schwartz. 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

Mr. President, I move adoption of the Amendment. 
THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark? 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

This Amendment takes care of a flaw in the Bill as drafted. It seeks 
to comply with both the decision of Superior Court in State vs. Tinker which 
exempts elected vacancies from applying to the minority representation statutes. 
Yet does provide that if a vacancy is filled by an appointment, that the 
appointment must be filled with a member of the same party who - as the vacating 
member. Mr. President, I believe the Amendmentis self-explanatory. 
THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark further? If not, all those in favor of the Amendment 
signify by saying aye. Those opposed, nay. The ayes have it. The Amendment 
„.is adopted. Senator Schwartz. 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

Mr. President, I move for adoption of the Bill as amended. 
THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark? 
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SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

Mr. President, the Bill has bee^ebated before on a previous day in the 
Senate. If there is no objection to the Bill, I would move that it be placed 
on the Consent Calendar. 
THE CHAIR: 

No objection, so ordered. Senator Rome, you have objection? 
SENATOR ROME: 

Yes. Mr. President, I object. I won't be lengthy in my debate. I think 
that the Amendment - and Senator Schwartz is to be congratulated. It goes a 
long way to curing the problems that I raised lit the last occasion when we de-
bated this Bill, but very basically, I do believe that when someone is elected 
to an office and that particular party, regardless of party, is elected to a 
majority or even to the minority, that the person that replaces that individual 
except in the case specifically and only of an election - and many charters 
don't require an election - that person ought to be of the same political party. 
I don't think this goes far enough. It does when there is an election and 
clearly that takes care of the case that Senator Schwartz and I discussed. I 
don't believe it takes care of the situation when an appointment fills the 
vacancy of an appointment. 
THE CHAIR: 

Objection has been made to place this on the Consent Calendar. I assume-
Senator Schwartz. 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

Mr. President, I believe if Senator Rome reads the Amendment as it is 
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conformed with the Bill, it will satisfy his objections. If I may, Mr. 
President, the Bill, as amended, would read that vacancies thereafter occur-
ring which are to be filled by appointment, shall be filled by appointment 
of a member of the same party as that of the vacating member and this, Senator 
Rome, through you Mr. President, would mean that any vacancy that is filled by 
an appointment would be filled by the appointment of a member of the same party, 
regardless of whether the position was filled initially by election or by appoint-
ment. It provides that any case where the vacancy is filled by appointment, the 
vacancy will be filled by a member of the same party. And this, through you 
Mr. President,1 to the Senator, I believe takes care of his objection. 
THE CHAIR: 

Senator Rome. 
SENATOR ROME: 

Mr. President, I will withdraw my objection, subject to re-reading this. 
I had not read it that way. I will withdraw my objection. I'll read it more 
carefully-and I have no objection to it being placed on the Consent Calendar. 
And that is clearly my intent and if in fact Senator Schwartz has met that, I 
have no objection. 
THE CHAIR: 

Thank you. The dialogue apparently was fruitful. It may be placed on 
the Consent Calendar, unless there is objection. 
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THE CLERK: 
Calendar 206, Files 159, 395 and 678, Favorable Report of the 

Joint Standing Committee on Elections. Substitute for senate Bill 
17. AN ACT CONCERNING THE ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF MUNICIPAL 

111 ir 

OFFICERS. (As amendment by Senate Amendment Scbedule ".A" and 
House Amendment Schedule "A"). 
THE CHAIR: 

Senator Schwartz. 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

Mr. President, I move for adoption of House Amendment Sche-
dule "A" in concurrence with the House. 
THE CHAIR: 

Do you wish to remark? 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

Mr. President, this is a technical amendment. It needs no 
explanation. 
THE CHA IR: 

All those in favor of the amendment signify by saying aye, 
those opposed nay. The ayes have it. The amendmentis adopted. 
Senator Schwartz. 
SENATOR SCHWARTZ: 

Mr. President, I move for adoption of the bill as amended, 
and move that It be placed on the Consent Calendar. s 
THE CHAIR: 

Hearing no objection, so ordered. 
THE CLERK: 

Calendar 264, File 228 and 672, Favorable Report of the Joint 
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ELECTIONS COMMITTEE 
PUBLIC HEARING 

February 18, 1976 
2:00 p.m. 

PRESIDING CHAIRMEN: Senator Joseph Schwartz 
Representative Elmer Lowden 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 

SENATORS: Schwartz, Miller 

REPRESENTATIVES: Walkovich, Green, Lowden 

OPENING REMARKS OF CHAIRMAN WERE NOT RECORDED PROPERLY AND CANNOT 
BE TRANSCRIBED. ALSO, THE FIRST SPEAKER WAS NOT IDENTIFIED BY NAME 
BY THE SECRETARY TAKING THE HEARING. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: It appears to. Full members can be elected to 
the same term for the Board of Education at the time. That 
means that everybody, if you adopted by local option under 
the charter, adopted provisions, you could vote the full amount, 
full slate and the top vote getters (NOT PICKED UP BY MACHINE) 

no matter what party. In other words, the minority 
members provision would be inoperative by local law 
(MORE TESTIMONY LOST. TAPE NOT CUTTING PROPERLY.) 

SENATOR SCHWARTZ: Would you identify yourself, please? And speak 
directly into the microphone. 

MR. SEREMET: Ed Seremet, President of the Town Clerks Association. 
with regard to Town Clerks and Registrars. The problems 

arise and we don't get any answers. The Town Clerks are often 
asked these questions and we try to give them the answers. 
Officially, we don't have any authority. So either all .... 
Elections Commission go through the moderator's school, a 
certified moderator's school who are sponsored by the Secretary 
of State's Office. And before a moderator can go through 
this school so they'd be qualified, at least, and they'd know 
the answers to the election laws. 

UNIDENTIFIED COMMITTEE MEMBER: INAUDIBLE. 

MR. SEREMET: I would like to speak on Substitute Bill No. 17. This 
is a question that came up in our town. I don't know if you 
have left out anything. We go to eleven minority members 
representation. We have a board of eleven members, with two-
thirds and seven and one-third, there's always a question of 
whether it's eight or seven. And we have one opinion from one 
town attorney of eight, and the other one is seven. So, I was 
wondering if that could be clarified. 
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MR. SEREMET: Maybe you could extend the other total membership to 
the other party. 

SENATOR SCHWARTZ: Anything else? 

MR. SEREMET: That's all I have to say. We have no objection to the 
bill as it's being proposed. 

SENATOR SCHWARTZ: Okay. And your name? 

MR. TOMKIEL: I'm Ed Tomkiel. I'm Legislative Chairman, presently 
I'm with the Elections Commission. We have one town clerk 
that is on 17 various charges. And we sent a memo to, I think, 
Claire Jacobs. And she was supposed to get in touch with your 
Committee. 

The necessity of those talking this morning know March 1st is 
the deadline for raising any bills. And the town clerk has 
been charged, due to the fact that he is town clerk, and they 
think he is the chief election official. 

He is home with the flu today, otherwise we would have him 
here. He's the town clerk accused of election abuses and all 
the dealings he is charged with, violations, were not any of 
his doings. 

There is a definite need for a chief elections official .... 
on the State level, we must have somebody or we're going to -
this is one problem we have on the local level. 

SENATOR SCHWARTZ: You mean, then, to designate someone as the chief -
either the registrar or the town clerk? 

MR. TOMKIEL: Someone must be there in case someone doesn't do anything, 
Senator. If someone neglects to file a paper or if someone 
refuses to take or approve an election worker, or if someone 
refuses to file the document at the close of the election, we 
have no regulatory official on the local level to take care of 
this. We've come, I think, Mrs. Green, we've been here about 
three sessions on this now. And there is a definite need, 
especially now, since the Elections Commission was formed. 

We have an awful lot of people that are forwarding complaints 
to the Elections Commission on so-called violations. They are 
not violations. This is detrimental to any person on the lower 
level - local level. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: INAUDIBLE 
MR. TOMKIEL: (INAUDIBLE TESTIMONY.) 
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MR. COHN (CONT.): presidents. This would mean that the presidential 
candidate, or the senatorial candidate would go before the 
1st district. It would be another way of ordering them on the 
ballot. If possible, if the wording makes -
And then 9-250 just amended to delete a reference on it. 

The next bill is a bill we did not propose, No. 17, which we 
do not have any objection to. It makes certain - lots of 
charters to have certain privileges. And I understand Mr. 
Seremet to bring out the point about the Section la, which is 
just a repeat of our minority representation statute. And it 
might be sufficiently clear. I'm not sure. The problem is 
that the controversy that came up under la that Mr. Seremet 
has reference to, dealt with appointed offices. And there's 
not anything you can do on that, because, again, our office 
does not have jurisdiction over appointed offices. We try to 
give them an answer, as far as what would happen if our elected 
officers came up. 

We think it probably would be the same for appointees, but it's 
not our area, so we can't make those kind of comments. The only 
other thing on this bill is it adds minority representation for 
assessors and boards of tax review and that would mean other 
that we would have to be careful and watch for that, but I don't 
see any problem in that. Next time the municipal elections 
come around. 

17. Oh, excuse me. 
20. Again, we see no problem with this. It's essentially what 
our law is now. The only problem that has been pointed out to 
me is in 4d. And it could become somewhat of a serious problem. 
And I want this to inform the Committee that when we 
trouble and this is, as I construe it, 4 is a means of having 
non-partisan board of education. And writing it into the 
statute. Now, d states that once a town clerk determines the 
order of these boards of education that are going to be on the 
ballot, these names are to be printed in the uppermost row at 
the extreme left hand side of the ballot, something which is 
going to lead to extreme difficulties. I don't know if they 
have any non-partisan board of ed, but this time there are three 
towns running that, by or charter, one reason or another, 
can elect along with president, and if they adopted 
this and went to non-partisan, they preceied the president on 
the ballot. 
So, I think that something has to be done on this section that -
a technical problem on the ballot. It's not in any way to 
criticize the thrust of the bill, which is a good idea, but to 
clarify this mish-mosh of statutes and to put them all together 
in uniform manner. 

SENATOR SCHWARTZ: You are calling attention to lines 89-95, the order 
of the ballot. 


