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as part of the Consent Calendar today. Hearing none, all those in 
favor will indicate by saying "aye". All those opposed. The 
Resolution is adoptedf 
PETER W. GILLIES: 

Mr. Speaker, I move, pursuant to Rule 48, that the item 
on Page 4, Calendar No. 0178, House Joint Resolution No. 0040, 
File No. 143, a Resolution concerning the official State plan of 
conservation and development, be placed on the Consent Calendar. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Is there objection at this time to Calendar No. 178, on 
Page 4 , be placed on the Consent Calendar. Hearing none, the 
matter is so ordered and placed on Consent. 
JOHN F. PAPANDREA: 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the rules be suspended so that 
we may consider, out of order, Calendar No. 167, substitute for 
H.B. No. 6052, File No. 132, an Act concerning Sunday sale of 
liquor. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

The motion is for suspension of the rules for immediate 
consideration Calendar No. 167, on Page 3, substitute for h.b. No. 
6052, File 132. Is there objection? If not, the rules are sus-
pended. Will the Clerk please call the Calendar item. 
THE CLERK: 

on Page 3 of the Calendar, Calendar No. 167, substitute 
for H.B. No. 6032, an Act concerning Sunday sale of liquor. In 
your File 132. 
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BRUCE L. MORRIS: EFH 

Mr. Speaker, I move for suspension of the rules for 
immediate consideration and passage of the Bill. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

The rules have been suspended, sir. The Chair will en-
tertain a motion for acceptance of the Joint Committee's favorable 
report and passage of the Bill. Will you remark? 
HRUCE L. MORRIS: 

Mr. Speaker, substitute H.B. No. 6052...it's a Bill that 
will allow liquor sales in liquor restaurant licensees, club, 
cafes, and the like, to go to 11 o'clock limit on Sundays, if de-
sired by the permittee. The necessity of this particular Bill, 
Mr. Speaker, is that the State of Connecticut has and is becoming 
a tourist attraction. It Is also endeavoring to become a conven-
tion haven. We, in New Haven, are developing a coliseum to be 
second to none in the New England states. We feel that with 
people coming to the State of Connecticut, and particularly New 
Haven, that we can increase revenues for our downtown area in the 
restaurants, increase sales in the mercantile industry there and 
create a favorable climate and, by the way, a reputation for our 
fair city. We have undergone considerable redevelopment at cost, 
financial cost, and at the cost of losing population. To make our 
city more palatable for those who are living there today. And, 
Mr. Speaker, even in the future. Nov/, this Act, if enacted and 
signed into law by our new Governor, will also be advantageous for 
our border towns who are contiguous to New York State and 
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Massachusetts and even the State of Rhode Island, because there is 
an exodus in this State on Sunday afternoon and in the evenings, 
particularly into the direction of New York State and Massachusetts 
ind I feel that we are interested in retaining the revenue here ins 

our State because I think we need It...that an Act like this would 
be most favorable. We intend to increase our taxes on our alcoho-
lic beverages, and what's the sense of increasing the taxes on al-
coholic beverages if we do not increase the hours of consumption, 
I think it's quite salacious. So, Mr. Speaker, I'd like to end my 
remarks by saying It's a good Bill, and it ought to pass, 
m , SPEAKER: 

Will you remark further. . . 
VICTOR TUDAN: 

Mr. Speaker, this is not the first time we've had this 
piece of legislation before us, and, truthfully, I think Rep. Mor-
ris just about said what I said two years ago, and evidently the 
Governor says we'll let the ladies sit at the bar, but we won't 
keep the bars open until 11 on Sunday. It was one or the other. 
So presently we have the Bill before us now to permit drinking on 
Sunday, This is so true...what Rep. Morris did say, and certainly 
we know that in the Committee on State Development we're doing our 
utmost to assist the Development Commission. Presently they're 
working for something like a quarter of a billion dollars on the 
tourists...hotel, motel, the industry...and to attract people to 
cone into our State, and their goal is four seasons where they 
want to bring people to Connecticut, not only in the summertime 

EFH 
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but year-round and build this up to a one-billlon-dollar industry 
and as such, and if Mr. O'Neill promises not to say anything if I 
mention the states again...he shot us down last time...but there 
are states all over the Union, and these people, we try to attract 
them into our State of Connecticut. We do our utmost, and they 
come here, and they come here from hither and yon, and, truthfully 
they come here with the families, with their groups, their organi 
zations, with conventions. Certainly, Mr. Speaker, coming from 
Hartford, you kno\v the various hotels that they're putting all 
over. We're trying our best, our utmost, to increase the tourist 
industry in our State, and when these people come here, truth-
fully, on a Sunday night, they're just simply shattered when the 
...maybe they will be shattered if we let them drink until 11 
o'clock...but these people will come from out-of-state. We've 
done our best to entice them to come here, and if they come with 
the family, and they'll put the youngsters to bed...they go out 
for dinner, and when they see the laws that we have...knowing what 
they have...their own .laws in their own particular state, and it 
just seems that we're doing our utmost to discourage these people 
to come to our State of Connecticut. So that, without going on 
and shattering anymore people, I'll say that I wholeheartedly 
support this Bill. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Does the gentleman arise on behalf of the shattered... 
or hither and yon? - ' v 
CARL R. AJELLO, JR.: 

EFH 
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Mr. Speaker, I think that the question really is whether 
they're going to get shattered here or some place else. But I 
rise in support of the Bill and, because I think that in this area 
in all of Connecticut's liquor laws we have traditionally been 
somewhat archaic in our approach and that the standards and needs 
of modern life are such that this is the kind of liberalization 
that we ought to entertain, Xt seems to me that it's a very sig-
nificant point made by the gentleman from New Haven about the de-
sirability of maintaining Connectiuct's climate as a more favor-
able place for the tourist business, enabling our cities with 
ttajor convention facilities to do their utmost to attract conven-
tions to their areas, enabling people who simply want the conven-
ience of being able to go out to a dinner and enjoy their evening 
to the fullest to do it here in Connecticut rather than driving 
over the border to one of our neighboring states. It seems to me 
that we're losing both economic revenues to the owners of the 
businesses and taxes as well. I realise that the owners of busi-
nesses employing rather fewer employees so that the burden of 
3onger hours falls more heavily upon them are opposed to this, but 
it seems to me that since it is an entirely voluntary thing, the 
greater public convenience and necessity is well-served by the 
adoption of this kind of legislation. So I support the Bill. 
MICHAEL L. MGRA2T0: 

Mr. Speaker, I'm not going to speak for those who come 
here to be shattered...the ones who...but for those who live here 
and wnat to be shattered. Mr. Speaker, those of us who live along 

EFH 
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the coastline joining our sister state of Hew York realize that on 
a Sunday evening, after motoring their little boat...rowboat, ca-
noe or cabin cruiser... they might be convinced to have dinner af-
ter being (inaudible) to a party on the boat all day long, and 
when they are invited to go out to dine and arrive at the restau-
rant at 20 minutes to nine and order a very delightful, chilled 
bottle of wine...as you well know, Mr. Speaker, they are asked, at 
:five minutes to nine, to remove their glasses from the table. Now 
you know} Mr. Speaker, when you screen this list after many, many 
hours, or many minutes, and choose this delightful wine, that your 
nerves can get shattered, and you know, Mr. Speaker, that there's 
nothing more delightful to enjoy your dinner than a good glass of 
wine. Thank you, sir. 
JOHN D. PRETE: • 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that we're consistently using thq 
wrong word to describe the reaction of out-of-state people when 
they come here. I think the word should be smashed rather than 
shattered. In any event, would be rather hard put to find 
reasons.. ..logical reasons.. .why the Bill should not pass, unless 
you happen to be a bartender. In any case, I think it's a good 
bill, a good legislation, ought to pass. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Will you remark further. 
DONALD F, ESPOSITO: 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this Bill b052. I 
concur with the sentiments of the people who have already spoken 

EFH 
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in favor of this .legislation. I would like to add, too, in con- WE 

junction witn the testimony about those people who would rather 
enjoy their wine till .11 o'clock...or their liquor. We speak here 

1 on behalf of the owners in some cases. With the higher increase 
in rent costs, the increase in the liquor, the increase in labor 
costs, tne increase in the food...some of their testimony to us in 
the Committee showed that because of 9 o'clock, or giving them an 
additional two hours, they feel that the additional revenue to 
them...not only how it would help tne State but them...and sub-
stantiating their overall cost would oe beneficial to them. I 
move the passage ox the Bill. 
MH. SPEAKS: ] v'iill you remark further? 
w I lilii AM it If Ori £>, JR.: 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Fir. Speaker, not being a drink-
ing many myself, i rise nere to support this aiii, only oecause 1 
know it will make other people nappy. 

J UTHA ri. JdiiOWN, J Hi 1 
Mr. Speaker, X rise to support this JSili. 1 would just 

like to point out tnat 1 rise as an individual and not as Chair-
man of tne welfare committee. X want it strictly understood that 
if we do pass tnis rail, at the present time we have no legisla-
tion tnat would allow welfare recipients to take part. 

will you remark further? 
iii&<ij£KT V. CAMP, JK.: 
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fir. Speaker, less there oe complete unanimity on this Jsib'Jt 

question, i oppose tne .bin. 1 aon't tniiiK we need to extend 
arinfcing laws to attract people to Connecticut, it's attractive 
enough without them. I don't thinj£ encouraging people to drink 
later on on Sunday nights, when our highways particularly...1've 
oeen on the Connecticut Turnpike going Dac_ty to i\!ew *ork...is a 
disaster, and 1 hardly think extending the drinking laws at tnat 
time will be conducive to safer driving or a better place in which 
to mane Connecticut uo live. 1 oppose tne Bill. - - • 
riH. Sr-CiAiviiK: 

will you remark furtnerV j 

PhiLiF l\l . OUST JiiLLU , JR.: 
tir. speaker, 1 rise to support this Bill on behalf of 

five of my constituents, who are in the gallery today. They are 
among tne others that fir. Lyons referred to wno would appreciate 
the passage of this Bin. This is not m tne way of an introduc-
tion of them, but l think you might recognize tnern by tne applause 
that they will render if this jtjiii is passed. 
MH. S-t'EiuvER: 

uuiac in from tneir canoes, and tneir big launches, and tneir 
yachts, and they can't have their dinners. So they go into 

Will you remark further. i>oes tne gentleman rise for 
the purpose of invoking Rule 16 
OfcURtHU v. CONCURS: 

Mr. Speaker, coming from one of "cne fringe areas, same 
as i'lr. Horano, we nave a problem. We have a problem where people 
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Portchester, or Lewisourg, or Vista, or one ox tnose other places. 
The law, co me, at y o'cIock, toeing a nondrinker myself, 1 reel 
I'd like to support this mil. My wife wouldn't oe too happy, out 
it's all rignt, Because she brings me home at y o'ciocn every 
nignt. Ana aon't forget the taverns. After all, there's others 
besides the restaurants. We do have people tnat don't own auto-
mobiles, and now that we have a little depression, you know people 
can't (inaudible) that much cash to go down tne throughways, and I 
think it will oe a ilfesaving Bill for the simple reason we have 
people driving our throughway tnat never would be on there if they 
could stay in tneir own communities regardless of whether It's 
Stamford, Greenwich...11m not going to mention Bridgeport. I got 
enough trouble the other day. But I feel this is a good Bill, and 
it should be passed. I know a lot of the bartenders don't like it 
because they've got to work longer hours. Thank you very much. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Will you remark further? 
WILLIAM A. O'NEILL: 

Mr. Speaker, today will perhaps be my day to say "oh, 
shucks", but I'm standing on my feet to oppose this particular 
piece of legislation. I think that the arguments that have been 
put forth for the passage of this Bill really don't have too much 
strength, Mr. Speaker...or merit... thank you, sir. First of all, 
we're talking about conventions. Well, l know of very, very few 
conventions tnat start on a Sunday. I know of very few conven-
tions that would not come to the State of Connecticut because 

EiM 
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they would not be able to obtain a drink after 9 P.M. in the eve-
ning. As far as changing our present statute to 11 P.M. rather 
than 9 because we will not have the exodus to the other states, 
the other states presently stay open till 1 A.M., Mr. Speaker, so 
it would be a matter of instead of going at 9 o'clock, going at II 
o'clock to New York, Massachusetts, or Phode Island. And then we 
talk about tne people that have been partying al.1 day on the boat 
and pull into Greenwich, or Stamxord, or wherever they may pull 
into, and can't buy a drink after 9 P.M. Well, perhaps, fir. 
Speaker, if they've been partying on the boat all day, they 
shouldn't buy a drimc at 9 P.M. as it is. Presently the liquor 
outlets, as far as over the bar serving, are open ,105 hours per 
week. You would be adding two more hours. You'd be calling it 
107 hours per week. It seems to me that if a person doesn't have 
the opportunity to get a drink within 105 hours in a week, the 
additional two hours isn't going to make that much difference. 
Mr. Speaker, I will save further comments, and at this present 
time I would ask when the vote be taken, it be taken by roll call. 
Mi. S p m & m : 

Motion is for a roll call cote. Ail those in favor wi±j 
indicate by saying "aye". In the opinion of tne Ghair, tne 
necessary 'dOfo nave requested the roil call, Tne Ghair will an-
nounce it. Tnere will be an immediate roll call In the Hall of 
the House. It would be appropriate, at cms time, while we're 
waiting for Members to come to the floor, to make points of per-
sonal privilege or announcements. 

12: 
EFH 
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UOKUTIIY a. WiLLjiK: 
Mr. speaker, 1 would liKe to oppose this Bill, also, i 

don't feel tnat tne State can oe enjoyed to tne fullest by having 
two more additional hours of drinking on Sunday, in ray town we do 
allow drinking.we nave one local estaonsnment that is near a 
residential area, and i nave had complaints from people m that 
area against this type of legislation. They feel that on Sunday, 
V o'clock is time enough to oe allowed to drink. l oppose it. 
i-it<. Sf ji&iaUK: 

W I N you remark further on the Bii.l. Are there further 

announcements or incroauctiona at this time? 

MlGiiAEL u. i-iUKAi'iO: 
nr. Speaker, 1 would like to announce there will be an 

immediate caucus of the Republican House Members in Room 409 im-
mediately following adjournment, and it will oe a very snort meet-
ing, out 1 would urge tnat they all oe prompt. 
HOWARD M. JiL̂ JiAWÔ ": 

fir. Speaker, just a brief announcement tnat there'll oe 
a very important executive meeting of tne doint i^ducation Commit-
tee right after adjournment today in Koom ifOo. 
Oi'iLA ]>i. iiKGVifiM, JR.: 

Mr. Speaker, may 1 just make a snort announcement that 

at there will be an executive session or tne Committee on 

Corrections, Public Welfare and humane institutions in the Com-

mittee room. We would like for all Members to be present. 

MR. Ŝ iiAK-ilR: 
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Are there further announcements? 
VIUTGK I'UUM: 

Mr. Speaker, l would. say tnat immediately following tms 
vote, State Development's in executive session upstairs,, ,ifU<d. 
1V1K. SJrEAAEK 1 

/ Are there further announcements? If not, for the bene-
fit of the Members who were off the floor, the matter before you 
is on Page 3 of the Calendar, Calendar No. 167, substitute for H.B 
o. 6052, File 132, an Act concerning Sunday sale of liquor. Roll 
call vote has been ordered. Will you remark further? 
(BERNARD L. AVCOLLIE: 

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to register in favor of this Bill 
for a reason not given heretofore and which Mr. O'Neill didn't 
cover in his very fine remarks in opposition. That is in my town 
we like to enjoy a pizza pie on a Sunday evening. All of our piz-
za palaces close at nine because the bars close. Therefore, on 
behalf of all those that do enjoy pizza, as well as the other 
meals served in Danbury and the outlying districts, I'd like to 
speak in favor of the Bill. 
|MR. SPEAKER: 

Would you remark further? 
[WILLIAM A. O'NEILL: 

Mr. Speaker, speaking for the second time, sir. There's 
no law on the books that says you can5t serve pizza Zk hours a day 
And may I also say, Mr. Speaker, there was no law on our statutes 

.no laws in our books that says you cannot serve food Zk hours a 

ESJ'H 
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day. Any restaurant can stay open on a 2£f-hour day basis, seven 
days a week, but they are limited in their sales of liquor to .105 
hours per week. Now, Mr. Speaker, I wonder really who wants and 
who needs this particular piece of legislation. I say to you fel-
low legislators, has the general public in your area been banging 
on your doors saying, "Please, please allow me to drink two more 
hours on Sunday." Someone behind me said "yes". I don't know 
where you live (inaudible). It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that 
you're not going to solve any convention problem.„.you're not going 
to solve any problem by extending the hours two more hours on Sun-
day evening. The public is not clamoring for this. The average 
restauraateur certainly is not clamoring for this. But It does 
seem to me that the only people that are strongly supporting this 
legislation are the hotel, motel individuals...the hotel, motel 
corporations...big business, Mr. Speaker, not perhaps In the 
general interest of the public but in their own particular interest 
of making more money themselves. Mr. Speaker, I think we could 
talk about this for the rest of the afternoon, but I think the 
lines have been drawn, and so be it, and let the vote come as It 
may. 

BRUCE L. MORRIS: 
Mr. Speaker, speaking for the second time. Mr. Speaker, 

there were two bills introduced for extended hours on Sunday...one 
introduced by the Representative from Danbury, Mr. Esposito, and 
one introduced by me. This happens to be my particular Bill, and 
Mr. Speaker, I wish that I could say that a restaurateur or an 

EFH 
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organization gave me this Bill to introduce. I've introduced this 
Bill since .1967, when I was a freshman, and I have no particular 
interest in it. My interest is really for the people, because I 
feel that the people in this State feel that they are mature enough 
and adult enough to be able to handle two additional hours on Sun-
day. Now it's unthinkable, if you think about this...it's unthink-
able to have beer without pizza, If you're over 21, so I think that 
is a salacious argument. Pizza without beer...rightI I'd rather 
have the beer and the pizza first. And in light of our convention 
trade that we're trying to develop in the State of Connecticut, I 
also feel that we are not attracting conventions here on Sunday be-
cause of our archaic laws in terms of our liquor hours...the hours 
of consumption of alcoholic beverages on Sunday. So maybe we can 
stimulate some activity in this area, particularly after sporting 
events on a Sunday. And, Mr. Speaker, I say again, it's a good 
Bill, and it ought to pass. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Will you remark further? 
THOMAS E. O'BRIEN: 

Mr. Speaker, I will resent the solid South as a (inaud-
ible), whether George Connors likes it or not, but however in at-
tendance of a Liquor Committee meeting...oh, two years or so ago., 
that there's a sacrifice of income in Greenwich, Stamford area that 
go to New York. There's also a sacrifice of young people in death. 
If we pass this Bill today, and if we save one life, it'll be 
worth it, because they're doing it anyhow. They're drinking... 
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they're doing it...so just make it legal. That's all I say, Mr. 
Speaker, because they're doing it anyhow, whether it may be in New 
Haven, or Hartford, but in our area it's so convenient to go to 
New York, for 20 minutes to go over the border line, and I think 
that it's not fair to the State of Connecticut doesn't get its fair 
shake of the closing hours. There are very prominent owners of 
famous name restaurants in the Westport-Greenwich area has testi-
fied before the Liquor Committee before^.that they do lose approxi-
mately fifty to a hundred thousand dollars in revenue. They, them-
selves, in their own restaurants. So that in itself would mean, 
with the extension of two hours, would keep that In Connecticut. 
So, Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this Bill. Thank you. 
MS. SPEAKER: 

Will you remark further? 
BRUCE L. MORRIS: 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, for the third time and the last time. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Before speaking, the Chair would note the unanimous con-
sent is necessary for a Member to speak more than two times. Is 
there any Member who has objection to the gentleman from the 111th 
speaking for the third time? 
BRUCE L. MORRIS: 

Thank you very much. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Hearing none, the gentleman from the 111th. 

BRUCE Lo MORRIS: 

EFH 
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Mr. Speaker, if any town enacts a local ordinance... 

MR. SPEAKER: 
Has the gentleman completed his remarks? 

BRUCE L. MORRIS: 
There was an obvious method in my madness, but I think 

that it has been sufficiently dictated...I can't talk anymore... 
but quickly, Mr. Speaker, I'd like to say, any town that does not 
desire the extended hours on Sunday, from 9 till 11, can enact an 
ordinance against it...for one...and any proprietor who does not 
wish to stay open until 11 o'clock can close down without permis-
sion from the Liquor Commission. So I'd just like to make that... 
indicate those two particular points. Thank you very much. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Will you remark further? 
/ 

ALBERT PROVENZANO: 
Mr. Speaker, in behalf of Bruce Morris, I'd like to 

arise and support the Bill. It should be noted for the record 
that the Committee worked very hard and heard a great deal of 
testimony on this Bill. It should be also noted that there was no 
opposition, except for one individual, in the State against this 
Bill. The restaurant peopler State-wide, and even the local as-
sociations, were in support of this Bill. We took the precautions 
of including in the Bill a stipulation which took away from the 
Liquor Control Commission the authority to regulate the hours. 
The disgression is with the restaurant owner, and the restaurant 
owner alone has disgression. I want to make it clear for 

EFH 
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legislative intent and to clear the record for those who want sup-
port or vote on this measure. This is a good Bill. It, for the 
first time, gives the disgression of operation of time to the res-
taurant operator. I certainly hope that you will give it your 
support, 
RUBIN COHEN: 

Mr. Speaker, everybody In this room admits that they 
never take a drink, but I take a couple once in awhile, and I 
think 9 o'clock Sunday night is time enough to quit, and for the 
three of us...Dr. Blake, Groppo, and I, we're going to oppose the 
Bill. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Will you remark further? 
DONALD S. GENOVESI: 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose this Bill. We've had a 
few laughs with it this afternoon, and levity at times is good for 
the heart, I suppose. But I don't see any public clamor for the 
Bill. I don't think it's a good Bill. I will vote against it, 
Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Will you remark further? 
HERBERT V. CAMP, JR.: 

Mr. Speaker, speaking for the second time. Sunday night 
is very genuinely, for many people in this State, a time to drive 
home with their family...either to another state if they've been 
to Connecticut, or to drive home within the State. It seems to 

EFH 
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me we've adopted already in this Session a Bill that seemed Ill-
advised to me that would reduce the penalties on speeding. Now we 
want to go a little further, it seems to me, and endanger the high-
ways further, on one of their most crowded times of the year...or 
rather, the week,by making, presumably, people who have been 
drinking longer...put them on the highways, too. I don't think 
this is a very sensible thing to do. I hope we vote against this 
Bill. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Will you remark further? 
MORRIS B. HOGAN: 

' Mr. Speaker, one of the bow hunters has written an arti-
cle in the paper that says I'm probably the most disrespectful 
Member of the Assembly, and I think that they ought to be rein-
forced by the booze hunters, too, so in order to be consistent, I 
will be compelled to vote "no". 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Will you remark further? 
JOSEPH PUGLIESE: 

Mr, Speaker, I guess I come from the town that has no 
chance of being a resort town. I'm going to vote against the Bill 
primarily because I think it is worded in reverse. If it were 
permissive legislation.„,to allow the communities to pass an ordi-
nance to allow the additional hours...I could support It, but to 
force them to pass an ordinance to oppose the two hours: I think, 
would cause a great deal of hardship and animosity in the 

EFH 
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community. One of the main reasons that I think the timing is bad 
for increasing the drinking on Sunday is that I think it will pro-
bably only be a matter of time before the age of maturity becomes 
18, and I think we're going to have some problems along those lines 
svith drinking of iS-year-olds without increasing the hours. So I 
vote against this. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

Will you remark further, or are youprepared to...take the 
vote? 
GEORGE V. CONNORS: 

Mr. Speaker, I stopped in to see a good friend of mine ir 
Portchester, and he told me if this Bill is passed, you ruin the 
people in Portchester. Mike Morano agreed with me on this. Be-
tween the out-of-town trade that comes down after hours and go out 
...I don't have any yachts, so I don't go fishing either...but the 
people who come In there are mostly from out-of-town, and they do 
bring a lot of business in to Portchester, Harrison, Mamaronack, 
Larchmont, whatever part you want to talk. New York State will 
get hurt...not Connecticut. Connecticut will fair well. By law, 
any man I can tell you many places in my own locality... they 
have the right to close any time they feel like it. I can name 
many places that are not even open on Sunday, and they don't in-
tend to open. They are closed every Sunday, so it's local option 
as far as the owner is concerned. If they don't care to work... 
put In 105 hours...they don't just have to work. In other words, 
a lot of people who own these places feel they can save money by 
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closing on Sunday. A lot of people feel they can save on the la-

bor costs. But that...how about the fellow who is willing to take 

a chance. He's willing to try to make a couple of dollars and 

meet expenses. I feel this is a good Bill. I feel this Bill 

should be passed. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER:-

Are you prepared to vote? Will the Members please take 

their seats. Will all non-Members please leave seats of Members 

and clear the aisles. The machine will be opened. Have all the 

Members voted, and does the board properly reflect the way you 

voted? The machine will be closed. Will the Clerk please take a 

tally. When the Clerk is prepared, will the Clerk please announce 

the tally. 

THE CLERK: 

Total number voting - Necessary for passage - 71. 

lea - 97. Nay - kk. Absent and not voting - 36. 

ME. SPEAKER: 

For what purpose does the gentleman from the 52nd arise? 

WILLIAM A. O'NEILL: 

To say one word, sir. Shucks! 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Bill passed. Will the Clerk please return to the Calen-

dar, to the regular order of business...Page 2, Calendar No. 10J).. 

THE CLERK: 

Calendar 10k, substitute for an Act con-

cerning six man jury trials in all civil cases. In your File, 
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tax on conveyance of real estate. The federal tax was based upon consider- t.; 

ation rather than fair market value and the history was that is was a very 

workable tax program. In my judgment this amendment would make the 

Connecticut conveyance tax a fairer tax. And a more workable tax and would 

obviate certain harship situations that are now in existance. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark further on the amendment? Senator Dupont. 

SENATOR DUPONT: 1 
Mr. President, I rise in favor of this amendment. I think it goes 

a step further than the bill as originally in the file. That expanded the 

exemptions. And I understand that there were still more possibility of j 

exemption. I think that it makes some sense to limit the tax to those 

where there is considerations. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark further? Question is on the adoption of Senate 

Amendment Sch. A. Allthose in favor say aye. AXE. Opposed nay. The ayes 

have it. The chair will rule it Is a substantial amendment. We cannot 

proceed on the bill today. 

THE CLERK: 

Turn to page 2 of your Calendar please. Top of the page Cal. 155 

File 132. Favorable report Joint Standing Committee on Liquor Control on 

Substitute H.B._60^2 An Act Concerning Sunday Sale of Liquor. 

P THE CHAIR: 

Senator Dupont. 

SENATOR DUPONT: 

Mr. President, I move acceptance of the committee's joint favorabl a 

li 
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report and passage of the bill. 

TEE CHAIR: 

Will you remark? 

SENATOR DUPONT: 

Mr. President, members of the Circle this bill is not an unfamiliar 

one to this chamber. It extends the hours of sale of liquor in hotels, 

restaurants, cafe, clubs and golf country clubs from 9 p.m. on Sunday 

evenings until 11 p.m. There is a provision in this bill that any town 

may by town meeting or ordinance reduce those hours of sale to any earlier 

time on Sunday. And I understand they could eliminate the sale on Sunday 

completely if they so desire. Also I believe there is a protection in this 

bill to protect the individual permittee in that he may close at an earlier 

time on Sunday if he so desires. Its a House bill and it has passed the 

House and a similiar bill was passed in the previous session. 

Mr. President and members of the circle I think that we are aware 

of the fact that on Sundays many families do go out to dinner. And as part, 

of their dinner people frequently have a cocktail or a glass of wine. Or 

something of that nature. And 9 a.m. in our society is a relatively early 

hour. And this bill extends that hour to 11 o'clock so that people can 

finish a meal on Sunday evening leisurely and have a drink with that meal 

or after the meal. Also I think its beneficial to those areas of the state 

New York which have later closing hours. And which has been a boom to the 

restaurant in the neighboring towns around Connecticut because many of our 

residents who want to go out on a Sunday evening for some form of entertain-

that border on other states such as Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and 

for dinner. Rather than staying their home state of Connecticut 
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will journey to another state. With respect to the public hearing on this 

bill. We did have a number of people who came in and spoke in favor of the 

bill. There were many people who came from some of the establishments in 

Hartford as most know. The city of Hartford is presently in the process 

of building a civic auditorium. I understand they have already hired a 

gentleman who is lining up conventions for that auditorium and they feel 

its important that the closing hours be extended to accommodate people who 

come to these conventions. Although the conventions starts on Monday, most 

of the guests arrive on Sunday evening. And they would like to have some 

sort of reception.1 Or its customary to have a reception for them and as 

part of that liquor is usually served. In addition we received a great 

deal of testimony with respect to the so called three day week-end or the 

Monday Holiday. They feel as a result of this many people will be going 

out Sunday evening and though they might stay out until later, they 

wouldn't have to report to work on Monday morning. So they would have that 

opportunity. I believe its a good bill and it should pass. And I move 

that when we vote we vote by roll call. 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Fauliso. 

SENATOR FAULISO: 

Mr. President, I have a decision to make whether I should serve 

the special interest or the public interest. I want to make it perfectly 

clear that I am not a tea-totalier. I don't object to people drinking. 

As a matter of fact my grandfather died at the age of 94. And I think he 

never drank a drop of water. And I think he drank wine all his life until 

4o 
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the time of his death. And he was hail and hearty up to that point. And 

I think old age just got the best of him and he died quietly in his sleep. 

And of course I could well remember that every fall he made at least four 

barrels of wine. But he drank this within the confines of his home. And if 

got drunk he didn't bother anybody. So that he didn't encroach on the rights 

of other citizens. Wow I personally characterize this bill as a special 

interest bill. And God knows time is really pleading. Time is going by 

and we must act in the areas,in those larger areas of poverty and destitution 

And housing and so many other areas. And to take the time of this circle to 

act on a special interest bill is really taking the time, valuable time of 

the Senate and the General Assembly. 

It seems to me that Sunday is a sacred day. Its a sacred day to 

all of us. It has been traditionally. People can drink all they want up 

until 9 o'clock. And they know that 9 o'clock is the deadline. The fact 

that other jurisdictions around us or contiguous have 3 o'clock closing. 

Or 1 o'clock closing. I think it not relevant. The question is what do we 

regard as prudent. What we regard as reasonable. Wow its obvious to me 

that if we now extend this to 11 o'clock, in this session. Then the push 

will be on again or a year from now, or certainly some time in the near 

future to extend it to midnight or 1 a.m. Wow I watched that television 

show last night,in the Judiciary. I am a member of the Judiciary, but be-

cause of illness in the family, I watched it on television. And I was 

fascinated. It seems to me a little bit incongrugous when we are discussing 

safety on the highway. When we are thinking of reducing the presumptive 

level from .15 to .10 so that we can achieve reasonable safety on the 
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highways. It seems to me unreasonable and certainly it is hard to reconcile 

that if we are interested in reducing the presumptive levels of .10, from 

.15 to .10. That we should encourage this kind of legislation. Wow I 

realize that I am going to alienate people in my own district. But there 

comes a time I think that you cannot serve both masters. And I think that 

I want to serve the public interest. I know there are many restaurants and 

many cafe and maybe a hotel or several motels in the.particular area that 

I represent. But I am concerned with the fact that people still have the 

right at 9 o'clock, if they haven't been tanked up to sufficiency in the 

public cafe or restaurant they still can go home and drink there if they 

wish. But to remain in the cafe and to remain in the restaurant or in the 

hotel and the motel, then to get into the automobile and endanger the 

innocent people. I think that is going too far. I personally think that 

this is not the kind of legislation that I would want to endorse. Wot 

withstanding the pressure groups. Wot withstanding those people who are 

thinking of the buck, the dollar. I know that conventions start on a 

Monday. And if somebody wants to get a flying start on a Sunday. Thats 

his business. But let him do it in the confines of his room with his famil; 

and with his friends if he so desires. He doesn't then have to embark on 

the highway and endanger my life and the life of other people. And those 

perhaps who even ride with him. Because the most courageous people are 

those who imbibe and say that they are all right to drive. I've never 

seen yet an individual who says I am too drunk to drive and you drive sir. 

Or I'll take a cab. So the thing that Is central in this issue is what is : 

reasonable for the state of Connecticut, 9 p.m. on Sunday. A Sacred day 

42. 
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its the Sabbath that we observe. And I think that we have time enough to 

drink all that we want up until 9 P-m. And I think thats where we draw 

the line. And I would oppose this bill. 

THE CHAIR: 

The question is on passage of the bill. Will you remark further? 

Senator Dupont. 

SENATOR DUPONT: 

Mr. President, members of the circle. I have to take issue with 

the Senator from the First. Particularly with his calling this a special 

interest bill. I don't think this is a special interest bill in any sense 

of the word. It seems to me that this is a bill that puts some faith in 

the people of the state of Connecticut. That they are responsible enough 

to go out and have a drink and imbibe and certainly 11 o'clock isn't an 

unreasonable hour. If it was a special interest bill, I think it would be 

a bill such to limit the hours. For the special interest of Individual 

restaurants or hotels. But I think these restaurants and hotels and 

establishments have a duty to serve the people of the state. And I think 

in our modern society I don't staying open until 11 p.m. is unreasonable 

in any sense of the word. I also have to remark with respect to Senator 

Fauliso's remarks in regard to highway safety. And getting tanked up. 

This sort of thing. It seems to me that this is just an argument for 

prohibition. And we have been through that once already. A person is 

going to drive under the influence, they certainly have plenty of time 

between 12 and 9 on a Sunday to accomplish that. If they want to get tankefd 

up they certainly have plenty of time to do that. Limiting the hours from 
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9 to 11, I don't think are going to accomplish any of Senator Fauliso's 

objects. It seems to me that this extension is something that the people 

of the state of Connecticut, the public want and are interested in„ We had 

many people come before our committee and ask for the passage of this. We 

had many legislators, state senators who are in this group today spoke at 

that public hearing in favor of it. I feel that it is a fair and good bill 

and should pass. 

THE CHAIR: 

The question is on passage. Will you remark further? Senator 

Rimer. 

SENATOR RIMER: 

Mr. President, very briefly I wish to identify myself with the 

remarks of Senator Dupont in favor of this bill. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark further? Senator Finney. 

SENATOR FINNEY: 

Mr. President, just as briefly. I want to identify myself with 

the remarks of the Senator from the First. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark or identify yourself further? Senator Alfano. 

SENATOR ALFANO: 

Mr. President, I just would like to move for a roll call vote. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark further? The motion has been made„ There will be 

a roll call vote. All those in favor of a roll call vote signify by saying 
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aye. AYE» Opposed nay. More than 20$ having so voted. A roll call vote 

is ordered in the Senate. 

We will stand at ease for about 60 seconds so that everyone will 

have a chance to vote on this bill. 

Let us proceed with the roll call vote. 

Vote on H.B. 6052; 

Whole number voting 30 
Necessary for passage 16 
Those voting Yea 22 
Those voting Nay 8 
Those absent and not voting 6 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK: 

Continue with the Calendar please. Cal. No. 192, File No. 152 

Favorable Report Joint Standing Committee on State and Urban Development 

on Substitute H.B. 7358 An Act Concerning the Designation of Nonprofit 

Development Corporations as Municipal Development AGencies „ 

THE CHAIR: 

Senator Murphy. 

SENATOR MURPHY: 

Mr. President, in the absence of Senator Lieberman, I move for 

acceptance of the committee's joint favorable report and adoption of the 

resolution. 

THE CHAIR: 

Will you remark? 

SENATOR MURPHY: 

Mr. President, all this does is add to those groups that can be 

designated as a municipal development agency. A non-profit development 
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me and told me they thought it was a v e r y good bi l l . I hope that 
you wi l l c ons ider p a s s a g e of this b i l l . 

I a l s o would like to go on r e c o r d f o r H o u s e Bil l 5103. Thank you. 

C h a i r m a n Provenzano : A n y other l e g i s l a t o r s who would like to e x p r e s s 
their fee l ings on any of the b i l l s ? Any other l e g i s l a t o r s ? If not, 
we wi l l then open our hear ing to the genera l public and I would 
suggest that you con f ine your r e m a r k s that are in ca tegory . 
Senate Bill 133, House Bi l l 60 52, House Bi l l 6219, House Bil l 7346, 
and House Bi l l 7803. T h e s e bi l ls a r e all general ly the same and 
they have to do with ex tens i on of h o u r s f o r Sunday nights f o r a 
restaurant f o r o n - p r e m i s e consumpt ion or rather house p r e m i s e 
consumption p e r m i t s . Anyone wishing to speak in favor of any of 
the b i l ls which I out l ined, p lease c o m e f o r w a r d and give your name. 

J o s e p h Begnal, Pres ident of the Waterbury Restaurants A s s o c i a t i o n : Our 
A s s o c i a t i o n would l ike to go on r e c o r d as being in favor of these 
b i l l s . Most of the t i m e when the genera l public goes out on a Sunday 
to eat or a Saturday night to eat, they probab ly sit down to eat about 
8:00 P. M. They m a y have a g lass of wine b e f o r e the mea l f o r an 
appet i zer . They p r o b a b l y o r d e r a bottle of wine to have with their 
m e a l but at 9:00 P. M . when they a r e just in the middle of their 
mea l , the wai ter has to c o m e over and take the bottle of wine off 
the table . They can not have an a f t e r - d i n n e r drink. It is causing 
real hardship on a lot of the res taurants that a r e on the border ing 
states, e s p e c i a l l y down in the F a i r f i e l d County area , up around 
Danbury, where the p e o p l e can go to New Y o r k and can drink and 
eat and real ly enjoy a m e a l . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Espos i to : D o y o u have any s p e c i f i c hour - 11, 12 or 1? 

J o s e p h Begnal: Any change w ou ld be apprec ia ted . The later the bet ter . 
Well , I pointed out that a lot of p e o p l e like to eat at eight o ' c l o c k . 
Maybe some one wants to sit down at ten o ' c l o c k f o r a late lunch. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Crockett : M y quest ion is l o c a l option. Would you rather 
see us pass a bill that wou ld m a k e it mandatory - in other w o r d s 
a bil l within the who le state of Connect icut or a l o c a l option b a s i s ? 

J o s e p h Begnal: I think l o c a l opt ion is the best . T h e r e a r e peop le in this 
state who real ly don ' t want this . T h e r e a r e peop le in the bus iness 
who don ' t want Sundays at a l l . But, l ike I pointed out b e f o r e , Greenwich , 
Danbury and around t h e r e need this thing to c a r r y on their bus iness 
because Sunday is a b ig ea t ing -out day as we al l know and they a r e 
being real ly hurt. 
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Representat ive Sherer : D o e s it rea l ly make any d i f f e rence as to t ime 
l imitation assuming that a res tauranteur would like to c l o s e his 
shop e a r l i e r than, l e t ' s a s s u m e a des ignated t ime, say 1:00 ? 
Wouldn't that be his option if he wanted to c l o s e , say at 11:00? 

Joseph Begnal: With s p e c i a l written p e r m i s s i o n f r o m the State L iquor 
Contro l C o m m i s s i o n ? 

Representat ive She r e r : Couldn ' t we put this in one of the b i l l s ? Make 
it an option of the indiv idual . 

Joseph Begnal: We would l ike to have you. 

Representat ive Sherer : L e t the man make up his own mind as to whether 
he wants to stay open to e leven o ' c l o c k at night. 

Joseph Begnal: In fact , w e would like to have this f o r every day of the week. 
Because we have res taurants in a r e a s that would like to c l o s e at 
e leven o ' c l o c k as f r o m e leven to one there is no bus iness on certain 
nights of the week but they don't just want to take the t ime and e f f o r t 
to get the spec ia l p e r m i s s i o n f r o m the Liquor Control C o m m i s s i o n . 
Most of us in the res taurant bus iness fee l that the further we stay 
away f r o m the L i q u o r Contro l C o m m i s s i o n the better off we a r e . 

Chairman Provenzano : A n y o n e e l s e wishing to speak in f avor of the b i l ls 
outlined. If the g e n e r a l publ ic d o e s n ' t mind, we wil l hear f r o m the 
two additional l e g i s l a t o r s . If they wi l l speak very br i e f l y in their 
r e m a r k s . 

Senator R o m e o Petroni , 24th D i s t r i c t : F i r s t of al l , I apologize f o r m y being 
late and apo log ize to the gent leman w h o ' s p lace I have taken. The bi l l 
I a m in favor of is B i l l No . 133 which would extend the hours f o r 
restaurants , hotels and c a f e s throughout the state until twelve midnight 
on Sundays. This c o m m i t t e e is f a m i l i a r with this p r o b l e m . It has been 
b e f o r e it in other s e s s i o n s and I think that the t ime has c o m e and 
hopeful ly the c o m m i t t e e wi l l r e p o r t it out favorab ly and then it goes 
through the l eg i s la t i ve p r o c e s s of enactment into law. It would se rve 
the public in the s e n s e that the hour now I think causes people to have 
to rush through their d inner and - rather than enjoying the re laxat ion 
that goes with going out to dinner that we al l a r e f a m i l i a r with. Some 
prev ious speaker po inted out the Danbury area , which I represent , does 
l o s e s o m e bus iness on m y d i s c u s s i o n of this p r o b l e m with s o m e of the 
restaurant owners dur ing the c a m p a i g n and y e a r s ago w h e r e they f ee l 
that many people go out with the ir f a m i l i e s on Sunday night to a New Y o r k 
restaurant which ad j o ins the a r e a that I r e f e r to . This , I think, is a 
p o o r p o l i c y , if the b u s i n e s s is in fact going e l s e w h e r e . T h e r e f o r e , I 
ask you to c ons ider this l o s s of b u s i n e s s and a l s o the c onven ience that 
the public expects when they go out on Sunday night. 
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Now, on the question of local option that Representat ive Crockett 
points out, I think it presents m o r e prob lems than s o m e towns 
want to contend with. I think that traditionally we look to the 
l eg i s la ture and to the Liquor Control C o m m i s s i o n for regulat ions 
and law in this area of liquor control and I think that it presents 
l e s s of a p r o b l e m if it is enacted on this leve l and I would p r e f e r 
to have the leg is lature set the t ime. 

Chairman P r o v e n z a n o : Let me just say this. F o r your information, 
and the o thers of the committee, there is a law that regulates our 
Sunday drinking hours and it is now presently by l o ca l option so 
that the ent ire law would have to be changed a l so . Our present law 
then a l l ows f o r l oca l option. 

Senator P e t r o n i : I a m famil iar with the application and it does point to 
that. The only thing is I think that the approach that you just mentioned 
would m a k e it l e s s cumbersome and m o r e definitive once and for all 
i f you repea led it and had the hours set in the statute. 

Cha i rman P rovenzano : I have a question of Senator Petroni . As you know, 
this b i l l was passed two years ago and the Governor vetoed it. What 
is your i m p r e s s i o n if it were to pass this s ess i on . Do you think this 
p r e s e n t G o v e r n o r would veto the b i l l ? 

Senator P e t r o n i : M r . Chairman, I have not d i s cussed this s p e c i f i c point 
with the G o v e r n o r or any member of his staff s o it would be presumptuous 
of m e to make that judgment but I would do this. I would be wil l ing, 
if this c o m m i t t e e and the legislature dec ides in its w i s d o m to pass this 
law, I c e r ta in ly would recommend to the Governor that the people in 
the 24th Dis t r i c t , the people most af fected by it, f e e l it is a reasonable 
b i l l . 

Representa t i ve Bruce M o r r i s , 111th Distr ict : I represent the 111th Dis tr i c t 
in New Haven. I am Assistant Majority Leader as r e f e r e n c e d by our 
i l lus truous chairman. I am not representing the l eadersh ip today. 
I a m represent ing myse l f . I have, in fact, introduced four b i l ls , 
6051, .60 52, 6053 and 6054. I have been introducingthis type of 
l e g i s l a t i o n s ince my f i r s t t e r m in 1967. I feel that maybe this t ime 
we wi l l have our greatest opportunity to pass these bi l ls and sign 
in to law by our i l lustrous Governor , Mr. Thomas Meski l l . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Connors : A r e you a republ ican? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M o r r i s : No, I am a democrat i c but I give c red i t where 
c r e d i t i s due, s i r . I fee l there is a cry ing need in the State for the 
extended hours on Sunday and even, if you will , during the week 
p a r t i c u l a r l y in view of the continguous towns with the other states 
in r e f e r e n c e to Danbury, in r e f e r e n c e to Greenwich . But a l s o as far 
away as New Haven, I, myse l f , maybe on a Sunday wi l l go up to 



Pg- 6 
p w g . 

t 46 
pwg LIQUOR C O N T R O L 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 3, 1971 

Springf ie ld because they stay open to 1 o ' c l o c k or I may go to New 
Y o r k on a Saturday night or on a Sunday. If you look around, and 
I guess s o m e of the l e g i s l a t o r s f r o m Hart ford wil l test i fy , Sunday 
night in Hart ford i s l ike a deser t ghost town, the reason being that 
the ma jo r i ty of the p e o p l e go to Spr ingf ie ld to enjoy t h e m s e l v e s . 
In light of the e c o n o m i c condit ions of our State, we do need m o n e y 

n o w , I f e e l that this wou ld be added revenue obviously to the State 
of Connect icut in t e r m s ofnew taxes b e c a u s e we do plan, I a m 
assuming this, we do plan to go up on o u r t a x e s of a l coho l i c 
beve rages so , M r . C h a i r m a n , I think it a worthy t ime and I a m 
open f o r any quest ions f r o m this c o m m i t t e e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Connors : We in Stamford probab ly have one of the b iggest 
p r o b l e m s because w e a r e on the f r i n g e of New Y o r k State. We a r e 
w o r s e than Danbury e v e n because we a r e c l o s e r . So you put a 
quarter in the tol l , y o u go to H a r r i s o n , you can go any p lace in 
New Y o r k State, r i ght a c r o s s the l ine and B r u c e has got a good point. 
Thank you B r u c e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Crete l la : 99th D i s t r i c t Y o u r three b i l ls , 6052,. 6053 and 
6054 are options one , two and three . They all relate to the same 
statute. Is your f i r s t c h o i c e 60 52 the one which extends it the l onges t ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M o r r i s : I put in s e v e r a l b i l l s . My cho i ce would be to 
extend it the l onges t but I a m willing to c o m p r o m i s e . I do not be l i eve 
in l o c a l option. I d o not be l i eve that would be the way to do it. 
I f e e l that l o c a l r e s t a u r a n t s that do not wish to stay open to the 
hours to which we e x t e n d it should f i le a r e p o r t with the Liquor 
C o m m i s s i o n . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Sherer : If this is p a s s e d and the restauranteur must keep 
his p lace of b u s i n e s s open to a des ignated t ime , is this f a i r ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M o r r i s : N o it i s not but I would a c c e p t an amendment that 
would a l low a r e s t a u r a n t e u r to c l o s e if they did not want to stay open. 
By petition. 

C h a i r m a n Provenzano : Thank y o u Representa t i ve M o r r i s . Any other 
l eg i s la to rs who w i s h to s p e a k ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Morgan, 8th D i s t r i c t : City of Hart ford . To make it v e r y 
br ie f , I a m i n t e r e s t e d in House Bi l l 6119 and this is extension of l iquor 
laws until 2:00 A . M. I have just heard the representat ive b e f o r e m e 
and he has c o v e r e d e v e r y t h i n g . This p a r t i c u l a r bil l , 6119. is optional 
f o r c i t ies of 100, 000 o r o v e r but I a m in favor of any part i cu lar bill 
that wi l l extend the l i q u o r hours to d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s until 2 o ' c l o c k . 
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One of my par t i cu lar in te res t s in this part i cu lar bi l l as being of 
Hart ford , as you k n o w w e are building a big c iv i c center in Hart ford , 
and we are g o i n g to t ry to attract s o m e of the convention bus iness 
into this par t i cu lar c i ty and this nine o ' c l o c k c los ing which we do 
have in this State, whi ch you all know, i sn ' t up to par and while 
the res idents in m y p a r t i c u l a r a r e a in the City of Hartford a r e 

frequenting M a s s a c h u s e t t s on a Sunday night 's c los ing and this is 
l ikewise al l over the State of Connect icut and the c it ies that a r e 
b o r d e r towns. I w o u l d l ike to have this c o m m i t t e e look into this 
bil l par t i cu lar ly and g ive it a f a v o r a b l e r epor t . Thank you v e r y 
much . 

C h a i r m a n Provenzano : We w i l l continue with those bil ls dealing with the 
extension of hours f o r Sunday evenings f o r restaurants , hotels , 
m o t e l s . 

R i c h a r d Hahn, Genera l M a n a g e r of The Hart ford Hilton: I speak in favor 
of extending the c l o s i n g hours on Sunday to one A . M. One of the 
r easons I would l ike to submit is our constant attempt to bring new 
business into H a r t f o r d and into the State, convention bus iness , group 
meet ings , c o r p o r a t i o n s , a r e br inging their c o r p o r a t e o f f i c e s and 
sales r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and when it is f i ve P . M . on the west coas t 
it is a l ready 9 P. M . in Har t f o rd and it is too late at present to 
buy a drink. Man^ convent ions have hospital ity suites or open 
houses on the f i r s t night of their convent ions to get to know each 

ether and they are p r a c t i c a l l y prevented f r o m having this type of a 
function on a Sunday night and we need this business so badly, this 
bus iness of added i n f l u x and t o u r i s m and t ra f f i c and travel into our 
state, e spec ia l l y on a Sunday. Things are then re lat ive ly quiet. 
So I a m in favor of ex tend ing the c l o s i n g hours on Sunday on a 
statewide bas i s . 

C h a i r m a n Provenzano : Thank y o u Mr . Hahn. Your r e m a r k s are we l l 
taken. I have n e v e r h e a r d that argument b e f o r e about the d i f f e r e n c e 
in hours . Thank y o u v e r y m u c h . Anyone e l s e wishing to speak 
in favor of those b i l l s extending those hours on Sunday. 

J a m e s Bal lard, General M a n a g e r of Hotel Sonesta: F o r the same reasons 
that M r . Hahn has j u s t outl ined, I a l s o a m in favor of the bi l ls be ing 
d i s c u s s e d here t oday . I a l s o think that we have certa in ly an 
obligation, if you w i l l , of s e r v i c e to our res idents but a l s o those 
vis it ing the State of C o n n e c t i c u t and I think we can help prov ide the 
s e r v i c e and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s with the p a s s i n g of a statewide law 
permitt ing the sale of l i q u o r until one A . M. I do not be l i eve it should 
be l o c a l i z e d . I b e l i e v e it should be a state law. I do f ee l that many 
peop le , o r r e s t a u r a n t e u r s , should have the option, if you wil l , e ither 
not to open on a Sunday o r to c l o s e e a r l i e r as is the c a s e now I be l i eve . 
So I a m in favor and I think addi t i ona l ly it would go to s o m e extent 
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perhaps very little but it would help us in the f inancial situation 
h e r e in the state by extending the h o u r s . Thank you very much . 

John G e r a r d o , represent ing the Hotel A s s o c i a t i o n : I have been their 
attorney f o r about twe lve y e a r s and in p r i o r i t i e s of bi l ls , except 
f o r the tax b i l l s , this bus iness of extens ion of c l os ing is rea l ly 
a m o s t important group of b i l l s that we have been faced with and 
I would certa inly l ike to go on r e c o r d in f avor of the extension of 
the c l os ing hours . 

Ro land Simard , Genera l M a n a g e r of the Stratf ie ld Motor Hotel in 
Br idgepor t : I a m - a l s o a D i r e c t o r of the H o t e l - M o t e l A s s o c i a t i o n 
and I would only l ike to b r ing out one m o r e point with regard to the 
Sunday c l os ing hours . In light of the u n i f o r m Monday hol idays, I 
think Connect icut would be los ing a great deal of revenue, the State 
as we l l as the individual o p e r a t o r s , if we must continue to c l o se 
at nine o ' c l o c k on Sunday b e c a u s e you a r e breaking up a n ice three 
day hol iday. I doubt that w e wil l be able to get a number of these 
w e e k - e n d group b u s i n e s s e s unless we a r e able to o f f e r to our c l ients 
and to our guests the p r i v i l e g e of being able to purchase a l coho l 
until 1 A . M, on M o n d a y s . Thank you . 

K e v i n Kenny, 7 5 P e a r l Street , Hart f o rd , Connect icut , Attorney for the 
A s s o c i a t e d Restaurants of Connect icut : T h e r e is very little f o r a 
representat ive of the r e s taurants to say right now to this c o m m i t t e e . 
A l l these b i l l s , as the c o m m i t t e e is we l l aware , i n c r e a s e the t ime 
l imi t on Sunday evening and s o m e of the l eg i s la tors have test i f i ed 
which r e p r e s e n t s in m y mind the publ ic thoughts of the people in 
Connect icut . The b u s i n e s s m e n have test i f ied which indicates the 
conven ience to the pub l i c and the i n c r e a s e d i n c o m e to their bus iness 
which a l s o is good f o r Connec t i cut and, of c o u r s e , the i n c r e a s e d 
taxes which would go into the state, I think, wi l l help balance our 
budget . That 's about a l l I can say on this . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e McHugh: What do you think orvfclosing e a r l y ? Somebody 
e l s e has r e m a r k e d on the p o s s i b i l i t y of getting p e r m i s s i o n f r o m the 
L iquor Contro l C o m m i s s i o n to c l o s e ear ly and made the o f f - s i d e 
r e m a r k that it is bes t to k e e p away f r o m them. Is there any di f f i cul ty 
in getting p e r m i s s i o n to c l o s e ear ly if you wish t o ? 

Kevin Kenny: A s far as m y ac tua l knowledge , that has not been a p r o b l e m s i r . 
That i s , of c o u r s e , one of the r e a s o n s I think the A s s o c i a t i o n is convinced 
that l o c a l option is not a good idea on this b i l l m e r e l y because the towns 
a r e so c l o s e that dr iv ing ten m i l e s f r o m one town to another and you 
a r e going to have m o r e f r i c t i o n deve lop ing throughout the state. 

* 
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Representa t i ve Connors : I s this option voted on in each communi ty? 

Kevin Kenny: The bil l that is l i s ted here with l o c a l option would requ i re 
the leg is lat ive govern ing body of each communi ty to vote on it by 
ord inance at a town m e e t i n g in o r d e r f o r the letter to prevai l s o 
we would p r e f e r a s tatewide statute on it without the option. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Crete l la : I think there has been at t imes some confus ion 
in talking about opt i ons . Now, if we a r e talking about the option of 
a town to a l low a late opening, that is one option but I think that m o s t 
of the t ime what we a r e talking about is the option of the hotel or m o t e l 
k e e p e r and at his opt ion he may c l o s e e a r l i e r . He would not have to 
stay open until 1 A . M . I think that would be the most acceptable 
f o r m , wouldn't it? The k e e p e r s have their own right to stay open or 
not stay open, h o w e v e r , the i r e c o n o m i c s d ictate . 

Kevin Kenny: That is de f in i t e ly our pos i t ion . 

Senator Dupont: Just one o t h e r thing, M r . Kenny. As I understand the law 
present ly , it is a l o c a l option whether or not you should be open o r 
c l o s e d or p e r m i t the p r e m i s e s in your town to be open or c l o s e d on 
Sunday in any event. Is that c o r r e c t ? 

K e v i n Kenny: As I understand it , it is present ly nine o ' c l o c k . 

Senator Dupont: What we a r e t ry ing to do is to get your opinion, in other 
w o r d s , if a town d e c i d e d to stay open on Sunday, they would be open 
until the t ime that this p a r t i c u l a r bi l l spec i f i ed , whether it be 
11, 12 or 1 o ' c l o c k . Of c o u r s e , at one o ' c l o c k you are getting into 
another day. 

Kev in Kenny: It is m y unders tanding of the bil l , none of these bi l ls would 
be that they would not h a v e l o c a l options so that those t imes would 
s u p e r c e d e it. If y o u put in e leven, it would be state law. I don't 
think they would have l o c a l option again as the present se t -up . 

Senator Dupont: Well this i s s ometh ing I think the c o m m i t t e e would have to 
l o o k into. It is my unders tanding there is a l o c a l option with r e s p e c t 
to Sundays to begin w i th . 

Kevin Kenny: If we pass the b i l l , one of these b i l l s , it would be straight 
a c r o s s the board and w o u l d n ' t r e q u i r e l o c a l options unless the 
c o m m i t t e e puts it in. I think it wi l l s u p e r c e d e those- other opt ions . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Crete l la : If t h e r e is a l o c a l option now, I think it is that the 
towns m a y act not to open and if they don ' t take any act ion they m a y op 
b e c a u s e I know in our town, we a r e open on Sunday and we never passe 



pg. 10 
pwg LIQUOR C O N T R O L 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 10, 1971 

any option to a l low it. We w e r e n ' t even aware that there is an option. 
If there is an option, I think they can act to c l o s e . 

Kevin Kenny: Whichever way the c o m m i t t e e wants it - we would, have no 
ob jec t ion to that par t i cu lar aspec t being in the new statute that the 
towns could act to c l o s e . In other w o r d s , we don't want them having 
to go through 169 towns to a s s e r t an option to open. 

E d w a r d A . Lehan, Execut ive S e c r e t a r y to the City Manager of the City of 
Hart ford : I a m appear ing on behalf of the City Council on Bill 6119, 
which was introduced by a group including Representat ive Morgan 
who a lready spoke . 

Representa t ive Provenzano : If y o u represent the City of Hartford, we would 
be glad to ac cept your t e s t i m o n y but we a r e not real ly on that subject 
matter but you may cont inue , s i r . Bas i ca l ly , we are interested in 
Sunday. The bas i c thrust of the bi l l is to Sunday. This i s extension of 
hours during the w e e k . 

E d w a r d A . Lehan: The b a s i c e x p e r i e n c e is building about the construct ion 
of our C iv i c Center . We h i red a manager and he is now trying to book 
convent ions . We are d e v e l o p i n g an e x p e r i e n c e that indicates to us that 
we are in need of s o m e r e l i e f on the Sunday hours , the later por t i on of 
Sunday evening. M o s t of the convent ions begin on Monday and the other 
c i t ies in which we are in a compet i t i ve posit ion, such as New Y o r k City, 
p e r m i t l iquor to be sold^on a Sunday evening. Peop le travel on a w e e k - e n d , 
c o m e into the City, and a r e at a v e r y se r i ous disadvantage trying to book 
them and we would l ike to have s o m e rel ie f in this r egard . A l s o , we a r e 
asking f o r an extens ion of the week hours to 2 A . M. instead of 1 A . M. 
I know that m o s t of the i n f o r m a t i o n is avai lable to you. There is one 
additional thought that I think you should be aware of. We would not be 
able to build this C i v i c C e n t e r if it had not been f o r act ion of the 1967 
leg is la ture . They t ied into our c h a r t e r , the re c reat i ona l fac i l i t ies act 
and the public parking g a r a g e bi l l , making it e c o n o m i c a l l y poss ib l e f o r 
us to actually go ahead wi th the C i v i c Center propos i t i on . We are n o w 
going into the ground and d igg ing and we are commit ted to $30 mi l l ion 
and now we are running into this other p r o b l e m which may undermine 
al l of our e f f o r t s , inc lud ing the e f f o r t s made by the 1967 l eg i s la ture to 
help us out. I think it i s one m o r e step and I think we would be h o m e - f r e e 
with a v e r y handsome o p e r a t i o n which would be of credi t to the leg is lature , 
recogniz ing all of the p r o b l e m s we have had along the l ine. Thank you. 

Gene Spaziani, Owner of S k i p p e r ' s D o c k in Noank: I a m represent ing the 140 
m e m b e r s of the Connec t i cu t H o t e l - M o t e l A s s o c i a t i o n . I speak for them. 
We are in favor of the e x t e n s i o n of l i quor hours on Sundays to one o ' c l o c k 
f o r the obvious advantage w h i c h has been stated b e f o r e . This a l s o goes 
f o r the s m a l l e r o p e r a t o r a s w e l l as the l a r g e r operator and perhaps the 
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