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175.

MR. PAPANDREA: (78th)
Mr. Speaker, on Page 17, Cal. 1475.
THE SPEAKER:

On Page 17, Cal. 1475,K5ub; for H.B. 5697. AN ACT

CONCERNING ABSENTEE BALLOTING IN PRIMARIES?

The gentleman from the 133rd..

MR. MATQCCO: (133rd)
Mr; Speaker, I move acceptance of the Joint Committee's
favoréble report and passage of the bill.
THE SPEAKER:
 Will you remark.
MR. MATOCCO: (133rd)
Mr. Speaker, the Clerk has an amendment.
THE SPEAKER:

Would the gentleman care to outline the.amendment:
MR; MAIOCCO: (133rd)

Mr. Speaker, this amendmentcan best be explained if I
tell you something about the bill. The bill of itself allows
absentee balloting in primaries and sets forth certainways that
this can be accomplished and it pretty much follows the same
requirements that are listed in the absentee balloting for
regular elections. It also includes in the body of the bill
as it appears in the file a reference to registration under
Sec. 9-40 of the General Statutes, references to the election
section. It would have no affect on the primary sections so we

had to take that out and insert in place thereof the words -

1 roc
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176.

"enrcollment under substitute senate bill no. 1057 of the current
session of the General Assembly“; On first glance this looks a
little strange although I checked it out with the Legislative
Commissioners' office and it is perfectly allowable and has been
done before. 1057 is currently in our, on our calendar and
double-starred for action. It is a senate bill which would per-
mit the voting by persons in primaries where they move from one
town to another in a statewide primary or one district to another
in a district primary which is the same as general elections.

It would be extended to primaries also. However, if 1057 does
not pass this House, this particular section would be inoperable
and would have no effect on the rest of the bill. It sound
complicated. It isn't, it is really technical. I move the
adoption of the amendment.

JTHE SPEAKER:

Question is on adoption of House Amendment Schedule A.
Will you remark further. If not, all in favor will indicate by
saying AYE. Opposed. AMENDMENT A IS ADOPTED.

The gentleman from the 133rd.

MR; MAIOCCO: (133rd)

I move acceptance of the Committee's favorable report
and passage of the bill as amended by House Amendment Schedule A.
THE SPEAKER:

Will you remark:

MR. MAIOCCO: (133rd)

Mr. Speaker, this was on the Consent Calendar just a few

roc
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to the rules for transmittal. Hearing none the rules are sus-
pended. Is there objection to transmittal. Hearing none, the

item indicated is transmitted.

177.
roc
minutes ago. It provides absentee balloting in primaries. All
the indications I have had this is a very desirable bill. I
move its passage.
THE SBAKER :

Further remarks on the bill as amended; If not; all
those in favor indicate by saying AYE. Opposed. THE BILL IS
PASSED. |
MR; MATOCCO: (133rd)

Mr. Speaker, I discussed this with Mr. Sarasin and he
indicates that we can have suspension of the,rules; I would
move, therefore, for suspension for immediate transmittal to
the Senate.

THE SPEAKER:

Is there objection. Hearing none; the rules are sus-
pended. Is there cbjection to transmittal. Hearing none, the
bill as amended is transmitted. |

The gentleman from the 78th.

MR. PAPANDREA: (78th)

Mr; Speaker, may I renew my motion to suspend the rules |
for the immediate transmittal of Cal. 1394 on Page 13. I am now
advised it has been cleared for suspension.

THE SPEAKLR:
On Page 13;_Cal. 1394 is there obijection to suspension
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6-hj ELECTIONS Tuesday, March 2, 1971

I have one other matter T want to touch upon at the
request of Assisztant Majority Leader Mahaney that
deals with absentee balloting in primaries. Sreaker
Ratchford has 2lso advocated this approach. Mr.
Mahaney has introduced HB5697 which nrovides absentee
hallotin~ in nrimnries. As you know in the last
primary it was not allowed. T think this committee
~hould consider ~eriously changing that portion of
the law. T would point out to you that there i-
nresently a lawsnit nendin~ in the 1. S, Dictrict
Court which was brousht last October shortlv hefore
the meneral election, in which an injunction was
soncht to stop the primary unless absentee balloting
was allowed, 11, §. District Court denied the injunc-
tion but T want to emnhasize the Court retained
inriediection of the cnse in order to see what the
eneral Assembly wonld Ao with the issue. Tt is un
in the air, a very cerions constitutional aque-tion

as to whether or not woun con deny perticination in a
nrimoary ~imnly hecanse yon are ahsent from yonr home
on primory dry. I think the committee wonld he wise
to Ton% into that area closelv, hearin~ in mind that
munle-r nretion is token by this fieneral Assembly, one
way or another, the U. 8. District Court has the cnse
that may result in a decision anyway. I would he =1ad
to resnond to any aquestions you may have in revward to
Speraker Ratchford'« nronogsal on.the change of the
nrimary law ond he ~lad to work with the committee dn
v way I ecan to assist them in preparation of irorinz
ot the mechanical problems.

Ren, freen: This vonld eliminate the Waterbury sitnation where
the former senators ran in a district did not ohtain
the necessary nercentage for nrimaries but someone
who ron in a single district did not have to have o
nercenta~e vote. Were vou thrust in that direction
2t all?

Mr. Yade: Yes, T spoke in terms of state wide office because to
ge down layer by layer would take too much time. The
concept is to move the whole thing uniformly down to
try and get some uniformity between the offices from
UU. $. Senator all the way down to town clerk if neced
be. That is our intention and we are presently
tinkering those statutes as well.

Rep. Lence, 13th District: I appreciate the opportunity to
sneak briefly at a time that is not narticularly
reserved for legislators. I am here to speak on the
nrimary and am in favor of it. In the bhills that are
listed for hearing I have +two bhills, one HB5026 and
HBE503].. HB5031 relates to the direct primary and
HBR502A relates to a revision of the time table under
the existing system. Frankly, that is a bhack-un in
the event that in its wisdom this committee does not
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secure) the collecting and spendin~ of money in
ancord vrith the nvbll interest. Mo nerson or
mroun of persons shonld own a representative or

a senator or anv elected official on the national
atate or lorn1 lavel.

Wo candidate should huy his wav into office.

Fleection cammai~-n~ should not be allowed to hecome
mere ~snending contests. Widesnread public knowled e
of precisely hat hanpens with money in political
campaisns offers the fullest, most economical
insurance that money will not buy elections.

I think there 13 no substitute for the cleansing
searchlicht of public scrutny.

I would li%e to introduce to the committee,

Professor NDavid Adamany of "Wesleyan Umiversity

vho i~ hrre as an independent person and we are

twly fortinate to have a man of his national
reputation - a true expert in 1ssves such as
nprimaries and campaisn evpenditures. I know he

wants to testify before you, not voicing n~ny opinions
thich reflect mine but strictly his orm. T hone wvon
i1l take his counsel very seriously.

T, Rendamin Mel-on, Rranford: T'm speaking in hehalf of the
Ticome nf ”owcn Voters of fGonnecticut. ™e should
1ike o snear to the followinzy hills concerning the
nomin~tion of cnndidates and primaries eRa”, 13N,
1127, s ond HBE032, 5395 and £697.

We stron~ly sunport 3B9?, /30, 1027 and 1054,
WB5306 and %607 which HbuH nrov1ﬂo for voting in
primaries by nbsentee hallot. Participation in the
chnzco nf nartv candidates for an office is snrely
21 imnortant as the vote upon the office itself.
The timing of statewide primaries, in the summer
when more neople are away from home than at anvy
other time of the vear cives particular urgency to
the necd for ﬂnnly]nw the ahsentee ballot nrivilerse
to nrimary elections.

We also -currort, in order to avoid the Aisenfranchise-
ment of another group of people, “RLOL7 which -rould
nermit an enrollcd narfv member whom moves from one
Connecticut tovm to 1nother vithin <ix months before

~ ~tatewide nrimary, to vote hv nhsentee ballot in

the tovm from which he has moved.

Finally, we onnose YWBENI2., Thi~ hill require~ o
candidate for state ofFice to mall 307 of the
convention vote in order to file for a challen-e
primery.  The present law, which calls for «ir, hes
been on the books for 15 years and yet it was only
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