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Calendar 569, substitute for House Bill 5567, file 1L50.

Calendar 580, Hcouse Bill 8082, file 780,

J
m

ge 9, Calasndar /33, Senate Bill 7320, file 106L,

s

Calendar f42, House Bill 8683, file 501.

Calendar 727, substitute for House Bill 6904, file 1582,

Calendar T733.
MR. SPEAKER:

For the benerit of the Clerk, item ifem that was Just

called was passed retaining earller this afternoon. I suggest

th?t,'was there ovposition to withdrawing the motion to pass
retaining.
MR, GILLIES:

No, Mr. Speaker,
MR. SPEAKER:

Hearing none, the earlier motion to pass - -retaining is
withdrawn, this iftem will be 1ncluded on the list.
MR, GILLIES:

Might I suggest that any items that are now called that had
the marking, pass, retaining, that I would move that that be
removed and We simply nroceed. |
MR. SPEAXER:

Unless there is objection, sé ordered.

Page 5, Calendar 733, House Bill G237,

Calendar 737, House Bill 5036, file T46.

Page 10, Calendar 738, House Bill 5216, file 74k,
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Mr. President, I move for the adoptinn of all those bills, I move for
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House Bill 9256 :

suspension of the rules, first of all, for consideration of those which ]

were not single starred or were not double starred rather.

THE CHATIR:

All those in favor of suspension of the rules indicate by saying, "aye"

All those opposed? Suspension is granted.

SENATOR CALDWELL:
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I also wish to snealk 1n favor of bill 6126 (A ACT COAVH HIEG
TiE REORGANWIZING ANT FUKRDING OF LOCAL AEALTH AUTIHORITIES

wnich is an act relatinQ to state grants to full time aealth
devartnents and district health departments.

I have some other material which you aight 1like to get.

Any cuestions? Thank you, ma'am. Any legislators wishing to
spealr?

Guldcra: Excuce me for being late, gentlemen. I thought it was ten

Pac:

o'clocl for the lezislators and apvnarently it was nine-thirty.
I just want to speak briefly in favor of douse Bill 8033, which
is 2 bill to make aon apvropriation for the establishment of a
fire training school in Fairfield, Connecticut that would ser-
vice Fairfield County.

It is my understanding from the local volunteer fire depart-
nents in ny area of the state that to get training, they pre-
sently have to go up around the Hartford area and it's quite
tedious and they would like to have a fire training station
in their own area. I have a letter here from the fire chief
of the ‘ieston Volunteer Fire Levartment and I know the Wilton
Voluntcer Fire Tevartment fcels the same way about it.

I think when you're talking about an appropriation as low as
this, $12,500, for a group of individuals who give of theilr
tinme very literally, who do a tremendous service for their
small communities at a very low cost, that this is certainly
a bill that you should report out favorably. And I hope

you will do so. Thank you.

Thankt you. Ann Switzer? nkarilyn Gravink next.

Arn,.Switzer: i». Chalirrnen, members of the committee, I am Ann Switzer

Executive Director of the Conn. Association for Hetarded
Children. I wish to speak in fevor of 4.3. 6904 (AN ACT CON-
CERING PROGHAMS FCR MENTALLY RETARLED CHILDREN AND ALULTS)
and, more or less duvplicate bills, 7951 (AN ACT CONCERNING
PROGRANS FCR MENTALLY RETAADED CHILTAEN AND ADULTS), and 7950
(AN ACT CCNCEZNING ADMISSICN TO STATH FACILITIES ANL CCMMUNITY
BEESTIDENCES FCR THR MEWTALLY RETARLED).

I won't take much time on the technical aspects because illss
Gravink following me from the Office of Kental Hetardation
could answer your questions. Easically these are housekeeping
bills for the Office of Mental Retardation. And I wanted to
exnlain that last session we put these two bills in and the
two that have to do for programs for the mentally retarded
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relate to the grant-in-aid vrogram. And no new money 1s
asxed for here, but more flexibility in spendinz money.

The Governor's budget recommends a grant-in-aid program of
»120,000 for day care, so that this is not even in opposition
to the Governor'!s budget this year.

I think that 6904 has, somehow or other the Legislative
Commissionert!s Office, Lr. Cohen, must have vnicked up these
two bills and »nut in the changes. I think I personally like
the statement of purvose of 6904 better than 7951. It's Jjust,
it has a slightly different connotation.

Je have found that with the public schools getting into the
pre-school vrogram thet our varent associations providing
these programs and selling services to the school department
has opened up an ooportunity for some innovations and flexi-
bility in the program that this bill, either one of these
bills would be good.

I'd 1like to say that 7950 is a duplicate of H.B. 6905 heard
before this committee March 3rd. And again, this was originall
recommended by the attorney general to tighten up voluntary
admission, and certain protection aspects are included in the
bill and I'm going to allow kiss Gravink to speak to that.

Jouse Bi11l 7648 (AN ACT CONCERNING THE AUTHORIZATION OF BOLTS
OF T4iE STATZ FOn THE ESTABLISHMENT OF REGIONAL CENTER FACILI-
TIES FOR THE NCRTH CENTRAL REGIONAL CENTER). I imagine, though
I'm not quite sure where the bill originally came from but it
is asking approval for continuation of the regional program

in Litchfield County. And I imagine the bill would have to

be transferred to the rinance Committee if you were to approve
the philosophy behind this. Money already has been appro-
priated but not enough to continue the building progtam.

Sen. Pac: &ny question? Thank you. Marilyn Gravink. Dr. 2ellizzi next.

larilyn Gravink, Director of Program Services for the Office of Nental

hetardation: Good MNorning. As Miss Switzer mentioned I
would like to recommend favorable action on the bills that
are listed here. 6905 is not beinz heard but was heard pre-
viously, is a duvlicate of 7950 and it has to do with ad-
mission to our programs. It clarifies some of the responsi-
Dility of the superintendent and, which was an area that was
nazy in the earlier legislation, but most important in this
is that 1t would allow for an emergency or a diagnostic ad-
nission to our centers. It simplifies the procedure for such
an action. And we have found that it's a very essential %ind
of thingz that emergencies do happen and that if we can act
when they happen we can verhaps preventn long term kind of sitna
tion later.
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The other bills whiclh ¥iss Switzer mentioned were identical
also, 7951 and 6904, have to do as she said, with expanding
the way that the grant-in-ald funds can be used. There are

a nunmber of voluntary agencies that are using the small funds
that we allocate and that, and they use them, they were
originally used pretty much for programs that are now being
provided ty the public schools, and this would allow us to
let the voluntary orgmnizations use some of these funds for
adult retardates who are living in the community, for some
summer recreation programs, and in fact the bill svells out
quite gwecifically what should be included in these programs.

Je would recommend aporoval of the two, two bills that are
different.

en. Pac: Any guestion? Thank you. Dr. 3Bellizzi. Edward A. Lehan
next.

r. Joseoh Eellizzi, the present Supervising Physician for the dartford
Public Schoocls: I am here actually in opposition to public
bill 6506, I'd like to preface my remarks though with just
a few comments 1f I may, in regard to the problem of school
healtnh services.

During the past twenty years I have been more or less directly
or indirectly rclated to the school health programs in our,

in our city, and have found a rather remarkable change occuming
into the health needs of our schools today as compared to

let's say twenty years ago. A few years back there our main
interest was mostly in case finding and identifying defects

in youngsters. And the trend nowadays has been more towards
ldentifying problems of children, or rather identifying childre:
with problems of learning. The emphasis 1s more and more on
this total asvect of the child rather than a svecific aspect

of child growth and development.

I'd 1ike to read off the reasons for being opnosed to bill
nunber 6506. 1. The needs of our school children are more

and more, related to thelr Jjob of learning rather than to
specific health or socisl problemns. A well-integrated, teax
effort is reguired to meet these needs successfully. 2. Child
oriented, not program oriented apnroaches are necessary. And
just o brief exnlanation of this to show what I mean. Very
often in the vnast vrograms were (not clear) in our school

just because this was the thing to do. Routine period exanina-
tiong were done on our youngsters every three years whether
they needed it or not. Itt's Jjust that it had to be done.

Wie are more interested in working with those children that
specifically need our help to help them get the most out of
the school exverience. 3. Passage of Bill No. 6506 will
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