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Rep. Holdsworth, as any other teacher who is retired from the state of Connecticut, 
it'd and I think that it is only fitting and proper that this legislature, take 

the remedial action that is necessary to correct the situation. 
I would also like to speak on HB 5578. the cost of living adjustment for 
retired teachers We knos the people who are on a fixed income who are 
retired, certainly need the additional small amount of money that is needed 
to cope with the additional cost of living, and this bill basically just 
takes care of several factors. Previously we were on a bienium, and the cot 
of living was adjusted every two years. This does it on an annual basis 
and it is a good house cleaning job as far as the retired teachers is 
concerned on the cost of living. Mr. Chairman, I would also like to 
speak on the death benefits SB 268, which once more provides a small 
increase in benefits. We are talking only $100 to $200, and I am certainly 
sure that for the number of retired teachers that we have in the state of 
Connecticut, this is not going to be a burden on anyone. I recognize that 
the number of teachers who retired prior to 1967, were only in number probably 
3300. That is a relatively small group, compared to the total, and I think 
that these people are certainly due consideration. I have another bill, 
SB 1268. This bill basically corrects an unfortunately condition that took 
place several municipalities. In several municipalities the amount of monies 
that were deducted for the retirement fund, was in excess of the six percent 
This bill re requires that htese monies be returned, so that the once more 
makes every one equitable. Mr. Chairman, I hope that the committee will 
certainly be cognizant of the tremendous outpouring of retired teachers tnat 
we have here, the consideration that is necessary for the passage of these 
bills, and I am certain that you will be doing a great favor, and a right 

r* to .correct this situation. Tjank you. 

3p.Motto, Are there any other legislators who like to testify? If not, perhaps during 
the part of the public testimony we may let legislators testify. Therefore 
we will now open the public section of our hearing. I would like to say, 
please limit your remarks to five minutes or less. We do want to - we 
do have a time limit on our hall today, and we would like to be able to be 
through beforw the Labor committee comes for their hearing this afternoon. 
The first speaker on our agenda this morning is Charles E Perry, followed 
by Elma LeBlond, and then Benjamin Hendler. Mr. Perry? 

Mr. Perry, Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen of the public personnel and military 
afffairs ommitte. I am Charles E. Perry of Manchester, President of the 
Association of Retired Teachers of Connecticut, representing the 5300 
retired public school teachers of the state. I am asking you to give fav-
orable consideration to SB 438, HB 5578, and its counterpart SB 234. 
Because of steps we have already taken to acquaint members of the 
General Assembly and the administration of our legislative goals, our 
speakers from the asociation will be few in number, and brief in their 
remarks. Last October our association and its 9 affiliates conducted a 
series of grass roots meetings covering all parts of the state. Every 
candidate of the general assembly was invited to attend and hear the 
explanation of our legislative program. The wide spread interest and 
enthusiastic support engendered by these meetings, especially among the 
members of the legislature has been most heartening to us. At the annual 
meeting of our association on October 21st, Govenor Meskill, then 
congressman Meskill, assured the 700 retired teachers in attendance of his 
personal support for our proposals. He noted also that the republican 
platform of 1970, endorsed our recommmendations. We received similar 
assurances from the democratic gubernatorial candiditate who addressed the 
same meeting. During the present session of the legislature, the 
conversation with individual senators and representatives, we have 
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Mr. Perry .received strong bipartisan support for our proposals. This is dramatically 

nont d illustrated by the 67 co sponsors whose names appear on SB 4-38. 
Twenty-one senators and forty six representatives, and we could'have 
extended this list easily if we had had time. Large numbefs of persons 
who travelled from everywhere in the state to attend this meeting this 
morning, certainly shows the deep concern of all retired teachers in the 
legislation before your committee. In deference to the heavy demands on 
the energies of your committee, and because we shall provide you with 
printed resumes of our position, we are limiting the number of the 
association speakers to three, who will immediately follow me. We are 
well aware of the responsibilities of this committee in the days ahead and 
I want to thank you Mr. Chairman and membwrs of the committee for this 
opportunity to present our views. The Association of Retired Teachers 
of Connecticut urges your committee to report favorably on SB 4-38, 
HB5578, and its accompanying bill SB 234. Thank you. 

Rep,Motto, If you would, we would like to have all the seats in the House used. 
If you have coats or anything on them, we could give them to some of these 
people standing up, so they can see better. Senator Burke has just men-
tioned that there were empty seats, so if anyone would like to sit down, 
please remove your coats and papers from the chairs. Mrs. LaBland? 

Mrs.LeBlond, Mr. Chairman and members of this committee. Ify name is 
Elma LeBlond. I retired in 1959. after 37 years of school teaching -
public school teaching - the last 35 in West Hartford. I am one of the 3200 
retired teachers who will be affected by SB 4-38. It is for these 2800 
women and 400 men that I speak. This bill provides that pensions of 
teachers who retired before July 1st 1967, be recalculated to provide 
2% for each year of service to the state, whith a ceiling of 75$. 
beginning with the next fiscal year July 1st, 1971. This chagge would 
place all retired teachers on an equal basis in regard to the pension 
allowance for each year of teaching, thus correcting an inequity which 
was overlooked in 1967, when the change from the previous formulae was 
made. The group for whom I speak retired before 19̂ 7. before salaries 
began to advance and their pensions therefore are small. The new basis 
of calculation provided in this bill will help every one of them. I 
respectfully call your attention to the point that this bill does not call 
for payments retroactive to 1967. It does not ask for a change in the 
salary basis from the best 5 year average to the present best 3 year average, 
and it does not ask for an unlimited ceiling as is accorded other state 
employees. The two state operated retirement systems are not uniform 
either in requirements for retirement or pensions paid - for example -
consider a state technical school teacher and a public school teacher 
retiring in 1964, after 40 years of service having the same degrees 
and perhaps even teaching the same subject. The state employed teacher 
received 80$ of the best 3 salary years, and has since received cost of 
of living adjustments totalling 30.75$. The public school teacher 
received 60$ of" the best 5 years and subsequently a cost of living adjustment 
of 8 1 $ SB 438 would to some extent correct the discriraatory provision 
existing in the two pension systems. Finally, ladies and gentlemen, I would 
remind you that I speak for a vanishing generation of dedicated public 
employees. Their services to the children and the state of Connecticut 
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Benjamin Hendler, Mr Chairman and members of the committee. I am Ben Hendler 
r ^ c t c 6 ' l ^ ^ 0 0 ^ °f ̂  a ~ i o n o/retSed teachers ™ : u speakinS on of-SB 438. wMnh applies to 

point out to thi^p61"5, + +° P r l 0 r t 0 July ^ " ̂  ^ to point out to this committee a few additional facts for your consideration. 
1 Seventy percent of this retired group are over 70 years old, eighty 
f ^ f S y ^ r S °ld- 2- A s °f 12/30/?0 and 12/18/70, a^riod of 

? I h e n u m b e r °f r e t i r e e s of this group was decreased by 134. 
Thaii should have been April 30, 1970. This group is less then 4$ of the 
entire pool of retirees and potential retirees of the state of Connecticut. 

As a group these retirees do not have either social security or medicare, 
as a result some are on welfare, some receive aid from other charitable 
sources. 5. Contributions made to the two state retirement systems are 
the same, but the benefits are different. 6. To produce an authentic 
survey, we engaged the actuarial firm of Hooker & Holcomb, inc of Hartford. 
This survey, in our opinion is very conservative. 7. The clarification 
of SB 438. It is our intention that SB 438 be consistent with the 
Hooker and Holcomb, inc. report on which the anticipated cost is based. 
Therefore at the end of section one, line 5, following the words* 
'supplement to the general statute' we would like to insert the following 
phraeseology, 'with the exception of the salary basis shall be that on 
which each teacher retired" .A copy of the Hooker and Holcomb, Inc report 
copies of our stateents will be given to the clerk of the committee. 
Thank you. 

r Hep. Motto, Thank you Mr. Hendler. Mr. Moore, then Mr. Fedor iwcz, then Alan Cone. 

Glenn More, Mr. chairman and members of the committee. I am Glenn Moure of 
Stamford, Connecticut, chairman of the legislative committee of the 
association of retired teachers of Connecticut. I speak for our 5000 
members in support of HB 5578 and SB 234. Representatives of the 
Connecticut education association will speak in support of these bills 
a little later. These two bills are companion bills, and they provide for 
annual automatic cost of living adjustment for retirement allowances. 
Under the present law, passed in 1969* there must be a waiting period of 
36 months. This means that even those teachers who retired on or after 
July 1, 1967, have not yet received an adjustment. We propose a waiting 
period of 12 months. Uder the present las, adjustments are computed every 
two years, providing a maximum adjustment averaging only about % per year, 
that is on the assumption that the cost of living increases by 6% per year. 
This is complely un realistic we beleive. We propose an annual adjustment 
up or down, based on the actual change in the consumer price index. It is 
now quite obvious that rapid inflation has become a way of our present 
life. In the calender year 1969, the cost of living increase was over 
6% In 1970 it was 5j%. Now facing these facts, recent union contracts 
fci example General Motors and the NY Times provide for automatic annual 
cost of living escalator clauses. In over 200 industries, including 
Pitney,Boles of Stamford and the Hartford Nation bank have ^antially 
increased the pensions of those who have previously rê tired, and this they 
did without union prodding. Even more significant, in 1970 the 
United Stats of Representatives and the S e f te pass^ legislation^r^ing 
for annual automatic cost of livi g iadjustments for the 26 *Ulion persons 
receiving social security. Now the Wall St:reet ^ t r o a c t l w reported that it* looks as though they will get a 10/O increase retroactl* 
to 1/1/71, so there is every indication that the action of 1970 will U 
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I 
Glenn Moore, will be confirmed in '71. We beleive, members of the committee, 
cont'd Mr. Chairman, that what business and industry and the national government 

are doing for retired persons should be done in equal measure for 
Connecticut retired teachers. Our state has long applied the principle 
of adjusting retirement allowances to changing conditions. Now we suggest 
that HB 5578 and SB 234 will provide a realistic method of reasonable 
retirement income maintenance. We respectfully request from you a 
favorable report. Now a final comment, as chairman of the legislative 
committee of the association of retired teachers of Connecticut, I am 
authorized by our organization to say that in general we give eur full 
support to the retirement legislative proposals presented here today, by 
the Connecticut Education association. T ank you for the opportunity 
to present this statement. 

Rep.Motto, Let me just interject one point here, that I feel that Charlie Perry 
and Mrs. LeBlond and then Hendler and Glenn Moore have kept this committee 
well informed on the activities of the association of retired teachers, 
and I am sure as you realize with the number of people who have been very 
anxious to get their names on the bill, that a lot of people are feeling 
the same way, but I am sure that you have a lot of support from the 
legislators, and that they will hopefully be able to see this legislation 
go through. 
Ron Fedorowicz then Alan Cone, and then sitting over there Allan Frazier 

R 
Rep.Frazier, Mr. Chairman, I am Representative Frazier. I am speaking on bill 438 

an act providing for an adjustment in the allowance of retired teachers. 
Mr, speaker, without too much rhetoric I am for this bill, and I push 
for its approval by your committee. Thank you. 

Rep.Motto, Thank you. Mr. Fedorowicz? followed by Mr. Cone and Mr. Sheehan after that. 
Ronald Fedorowicz, Thank you Mr. Chairman. In purposes of identification, I am 

Ronald Fedorowicz, I am the assistant personnel director for the city 
of Hartford. I am here this morning speaking for Mr. Freedman, in his 
capacity as city manager and also as chairman of the legislative committee 
on personnel-labor relations for the town and city managefs association, 
with their endorsement. With your leave Mr. Chairman, members of the 
committee I have a very short statement that I will read. We will present 
a formal statement to the committee, and then I will list off the Dills 
to which we have opposition. Generally the feeling is that on the bills 
that I will enumerate that they form a bad precedent that will have heavy 
significance on pension plans for municipal employees. The cost for this 

* type of benefit are very high, especially during the time for extreme need 
of local municiOalities. The specific bills to which opposition is being 
voiced are SB 229 - 231 - 234 - 235 - 237 - 268 - 311 - 577 - 1178 -
HB 5265 - 5301 - 5425 - 5573 - 5578 - 5580 - 5581 - 5586 -5587 - 6469 -
7280 - 7688. Thank you 

r Rep.Motto, Thank you Mr. Eedorowicz. Mr. Cone? then Mr. Sheehan and then Mr. Brackett 
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MR. MISCIKOSKI ( 1 7 4 t h ) : • 

Mr, Speaker, I would l i k e t o congratulate everyone who has voted 

f o r t h i s b i l l . This i s the p e o p l e ' s b i l l . They have been wai t ing f o r years 

and years and years and i t reminds me that the vote went j u s t the oppos i te as 

i t did in 1951. Happy Birthday to you a l l ! 

THE SPEAKER: 

I think you a l l know that was a po int o f personal p r i v i l e g e f o r 

the gentleman from the 174th. 

MR. AJELLO (118th ) : 

Mr. Speaker, I move suspension of the ru les f o r immediate transmittal 

o f the p e o p l e ' s b i l l to the Senace. , 

THE SPEAKER: 

Is there o b j e c t i o n ? Hearing none, the rules are suspended and t h i s 

b i l l as amended i s transmitted t o the Senate. 

THE SPEAKER: 

The gentleman from the 52nd. Would you c a l l these items b y - -

MR. O'NEILL (52nd) : . 

Mr. Speaker, at t h i s t ime, I move the adopt ion of the f o l l o w i n g 

J o i n t Committee f a v o r a b l e repor ts and passage of the f o l l o w i n g b i l l s , I f 

there i s any o b j e c t i o n , I would hope that the members would hold i t u n t i l the 

complete l i s t has been read and then we w i l l s t r i k e i t from t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 

l i s t . . 

I f I may, Mr. Speaker, on page 5, Calendar No. 583, H.B. No. 8464, 

F i l e 520; on page 8 , Calendar No. 1165, H.B. No. 6687, F i l e 1290; page 8 , 

Calendar No. 1184, H.B. No. 7960, F i l e 1306; page 10, Calendar No. 1304, 

H.B, No. 5578, F i l e 1444; page 12, Calendar No. 1339, H.B. No. 7907, F i l e 1446 

d j h 
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page 13, Calendar No, 1398, H.B. No. 5231, F i l e 1608. d jh 

THE SPEAKER: 

The gentleman from the 52nd has moved adoption of these b i l l s . Is 

there o b j e c t i o n to the gentleman from the 165th? 

MR. COLLINS (165th) : • ' 

Mr. Speaker, I would j u s t make the s imi lar t o the one I made on 

Saturday in the in teres t of time. Some of these b i l l s obviously would have 

mer i t , some may be quest ionable , they a l l contain appropr iat ion items, some 

of which there has been no p r o v i s i o n in e i t h e r the Governor's proposed budget 

or the Democratic leadership proposed budget. On the basis of the f a c t t h e r e 

Jiis no budget, I intend to o b j e c t t o these items as a group as we did on Satur-
rj| 

jjday. . 

pMR. O'NEILL (52nd) : -

Jj Mr. Speaker, at t h i s time, I move f o r adoption of the b i l l that have 

been read, 

MR. OLIVER (104th) : 

Very b r i e f l y , Mr, Speaker, I won't ob j e c t and I do support Calendar 

No. 1398, H.B. No. 5231, F i l e 1608, Jury T r i a l s in the C ircu i t Court, although 

I b e l i e v e the b i l l is uncons t i tu t i ona l , unt i l the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l amendment 

we passed e a r l i e r in th i s s e s s i o n is voted on and adopted by the people at the 

: next general e l e c t i o n . • [J 

THE SPEAKER: ' . -

Are there fur ther ob j e c t i ons? If not , the question is on acceptance 

and passage as moved by the gentleman from the 52nd. A l l those in f a v o r indicat|e 

by saying aye. Opposed? The b i l l s are PASSED. 

MR. O'NEILL (52nd) : 
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certain that his vote is properly cast. The machine will be 
locked and the Clerk will take a tally. 

roc 

THE CLERK: 

Necessary for Repassage 
Those Voting Yea . . 
Those Voting Nay . . 
Absent and Not Voting 

Total Number Voting 155 
119 

95 
60 
22 

THE SPEAKER: 
REPASSAGE IS LOST. 

MR. AJELLO: (118th) 
A very brief item on Page 7, Public Act 707. Sub. for 

House Bill 5578. AN ACT CONCERNING COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENTS 
FOR RETIRED TEACHERS. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Is there objection to reconsideration. Hearing none, 
reconsideration is granted. Will the gentleman move repassage. 
MR. AJELLO: (118th) 

Mr. Speaker, I move repassage of the bill. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Will you remark. 
MR. AJELLO: (118th) 

Mr. Speaker, very briefly, we've ranged here this morninj 
so far and early this afternoon through education, special 
education,veterans' drug abuse, mental illness. We now offer 
an opportunity to consider the problems of the retired teachers 
which I think are uniquely significant. I don't think that 
anything I can say is going to make an awful lot of difference 
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so that I am not going to sayanything more than I am for giving 
help to the retired teachers who need it. Sorely, I would like 
to find out whether sufficient number of others are. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Further remarks. If not, let me announce an immediate 
roll call. The Chair recognizes Representative LaGrotta from 
the 170th. 
MR. LAGROTTA: (170th) 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the Governor's position 
on this bill. And I would like to explain, if I may, what the 
position of the retired teachers is at the moment. We had two 
bills for retired teachers. This one and another bill which was 
badly needed because in 1967 we increased the benefits to re-
tired teachers starting in 1967 and we left behind all those 
teachers who were on very inadequate pensions, those teachers 
who had retired previous to 1967. This was a most unfortunate 
circumstance and I know for a fact that many of these teachers 
who had retired previous to that date were on welfare. Across 
the Governor's desk came the bill taking the teachers who re-
tired previous to 1967 and putting them on the same basis of 
all the other teachers and that was signed by the Governor and 
that was laudatory because it was needed. Now what's in this 
bill. In the bill we passed in 1967 was a cost-of-living index 
factor which would be adjusted every 36 months so that the 
teachers who had pensions would not be sliding so far behind. 
This bill here purports to bring it up to 12 months instead of 

roc 



4 7 9 

Monday, August 2, 1971 84. 

36 months. I think this would be great and I think if we had the 
wherewithall to do it, it would be fine to stump this up this 
close. I think what we have done with the teachers this year, 
bringing those old teachers up has been good and it has been ex-
pensive. I would like to say that among the many issues that 
have been brought before us today, some of them are laudatory 
and should have, might have been considered in a more sensitive 
vein. And I think if many of you are going to vote to override 
the Governor you are doing it because probably the teachers in 
this state and I love them, have the best organized lobby that I 
have ever seen and I defy any group to match them in their abilit 
to get to you and I know some of you have been under severe 
pressure to override the Governor on this. I would like to know 
what you are doing. You are talking about taking the cost-of-
living that we have in there and changing it from being adjusted 
in 36 months to 12 months. Now the people that are going on 
pensions, having their pensions adjusted who retired previous to 
67 will come in with the present adjustment. So that what you 
are talking about is the teachers that required, after 67, who 
had adequate pensions, I think, under the circumstances you are 
asking to bring them up. Now I think this would be great and 
if we weren't in such a deficit position I would be voting for 
it. I think this veto makes sense in this instance and I hope 
that when the state is in a better financial condition, we 
probably could pass this bill, I am asking you to vote with me 
to sustain the Governor's veto. 

roc 

y 
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the SPEAKER: 
Representative Motto of the 3rd. 

MR. MOTTO: (3rd) 
Mr. Speaker, I urge repassage of this bill and an over-

riding of the Governor's veto. I think my favorite member from 
across the aisle has misconceived this idea. He is taking two 
bills now and putting them into one. The first bill that he 
mentioned was the recomputation of pension. Yes. But it was to 
take care of an inequity when we passed our bill in 1967 to take 
care of the teachers, revising their pension plan to make it two 
percent for each year. Now we are in a yearly session. Now we 
are trying to make our cost of living adjustment conform to what 
we are now trying to get in modernization of our Legislature. 
I feel that this particular bill would give the retirees a better 
chance of getting their cost of living. When my good colleague, 
Guy, says that the people who are before 1967 have been taken 
care of, he is right. However, I feel that this bill does 
deserve repassage and I urge your vote to override the Governor's 
veto. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Further remarks. Representative Clarke of the 15 8th. 
MRS. CLARKE: (158th) 

Mr. Speaker, I was all set to vote to override the 
Governor's veto on this one but in talking with Mr. LaGrotta I 
find that I think I was the one who misunderstood. I am in great 
sympathy with the older group of teachers who, and I spoke for 

roc 
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this I believe at the time the bill came up, who have not enough roc 
to live on and as he said some of them are practically on welfare. 
But I find that this has been corrected and this deals with the 
later group of teachers and in this case I believe I will uphold 
the veto, as long as the others have been taken care of. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Will the members please be seeted. The machine will be 
opened. Has every member voted. Will you check the board to be 
certain that your vote is cast in the fashion you wish. The 
machine will be locked and the Clerk will take a tally. Repre-
sentative Ajello and Representative Collins come to the rostrum 
please. 
THE CLERK: 

Total Number Voting 155 
Necessary for Repassage 119 

Those Voting Yea 103 
Those Voting Nay 52 
Absent and Not Voting 22 

THE SPEAKER: 
REPASSAGE FAILS. 
The House will stand at ease momentarily. The members 

please stand at ease and remain in the Hall. The information we 
have for you may be final information for the day. The CHhir 
recognizes the gentleman from the 118th. 
MR. AJELLO: (118th) 

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to indicate first off that we expect 
the caucus of the Democratic members on Wednesday because I have 
been asked by a number of people when we are planning to caucus 
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