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Employed by Town of Windsor. Speaking in behalf of HB-7031

I would like to speak in opposition to this bill. It is
introduced to providea cost of living adjustment to members

of the Municipal Fmployees Retirement Fund B. This bill is
inequitable for it only pertains to one group and makes no
mention of employees in Fund A. The Town of Windsor participates
in both funds, the regular employees are in Fund A and the
Police Dept. are in Fund B. I would like to suggest to the
sponsor of this bill that he take the bull by the horns.

Speaking in support of HB 6791. Director of Management of
Hartford Housing Authority. Chairman of Pension Committee

for the Conn. Assoc. of Housing for the Redevelopment and
Officials. The Connecticut Municipal BEmployees Fund was
initiated to provide a sound and efficient system for the
payment of retirement benefits. The plan is separate from

the State Employees Retirement Plan. The State Treasurer is
merely the custodian of the funds. The procedure for inclusion
in the plan states "Any town, city, borough, housing authority
may exercise the option of including its employees in this plan."
The contributions to this plan require theat housing authority
employees having Social Security coverage contribute at the rate
of 24% and also 5% on any excess in the Social Security. The
contribution by a housing authority consists of three parts.

The stumbling block is the Federal Government. Up until July 1,
1967, the Federal Housing Urban Development Department had no
objection to any housing authority joining in the Retirement
Fund B. Some authorities did. New London was the last. The
majority unfortunately Bid not, due to a lack of knowledge of
its existence and opportunity to join in its benefits. On Dec.
21, 1967, HUD issued a circular entitled, POlicy Governing Local
Agency Retirement Plan. It provided that all'new retirement
plans submitted on or after July 1, would require where member-
ship in a public plan is permitted.,, rather than mandatory

the local housing authority employee must pay at least 50% of
the cost. In this same issue HUD stated where a plan is mandatory
local agency contribution may be charged in accordance with

the employee, employer sharing formula applicable to other
political sub-divisions. In other words, this is very discrimin-
atory, so we are here today to oblige the Federal directive by
asking this legislative body to support the change in the wording
from housing authority may exercise the option of including

its employees in this plan to shall, and thereby making it
mandatory to join. Thank you.

Executive Director East Hartford Housing Authority, Chmn.
Legislative Committee for the CAHRA of which there are over

60 Housing Authorities. I also speak in favor of HB-6791 and

I will not repeat $hat my predecessor has spoken for they have
spoken the truth. I can only speak from experience £f my own
staff members who have retired in the last three years with a
bitter feeling in their hearts that after 20 or 26 years working
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good friend from Watertown in the absence of Gordie Vaill who has piloted thi
project. It seems a rather good section to do this work on an experimental
basis since the roadbeds are already there and the amount involved in developq
ing a rail line from Danbury to Pittsfield would be quite minimal.As the
gentleman from Watertown has indicated, the other possibility that transporta-
tion through that rather rapidly expanding area would be a highway up follow-
ing the winding Housatonic River, which would almost be prohibitive. Right
now, it is a very dangerous and twisty road. I think this is a portent of
what is coming in mass transportation and I think this 1s an excellent spot
to wel our feet on this subject.

THE SPEAKER: .

Further remarks on the bill as amended? If not, all those in

favor indicate by saying aye. Opposed? The bill is PASSED.

THE CLERK:

Page 13, on page 13, Calendar No. 1396, substitute for H.B, No.

7031, An Act Concemning an Increase in the Retirement Allowance of Municipal
Employees Who are Members of Fund B of the Municipal Employees Retirement
System, File No. 1588,
MR. MATIOCCO (133rd):
Mr. Speaker, I move a'cceptance of the Joint Committee's favbrable
report and passage of the bill.
THE SPEAKER:
Will you remark?
MR. MAIOCCO (133rd):
| Mr. Speaker, there is an amendment, House Amendment Schedule "AM,

THE SPEAKER:
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 The Clerk will call House Amendment Schedule AW,
THE CLERK: .

House Amendment Schedule A" offered by Mr., Motto of the 3rd.

In Section 1, line 59, after the word "of" insert the word "a",

.. In line 86, insert below the Figure "1968", the figure "1969" and
insert below the figure "6, 0" the figure "4, On,
MR, MATOCCO (133rd):
7 Mr. Speaker, I move the acceptance and passage of the amendment,

House Amendment Schedule MA™,
THE SPEAKER:

Will vou remark on the adoption of Amendment 'tA"?
MR. MAIOQCCO (133rd):

Mr, Speaker, it's technical in nature. The firét portion of the
word "a®, as you prefer to call it, was left out inmadvertentliy and in line
86 where we include those persons retired prior to July 1, 1969 at an in-
creased rate of 4%. This was inadvertently left out of the original bill

and I move that we adopt it.

THE SPEAKER:

Will you remark further on Amendment Schedule "A"? If not, all
those in favor indicate by saying aye. Opposed? Amendment "A"™ is ADOPTED.
MR, MATOCCO (133rd):

Mr. Speaker, I now move for acceptance and passage of the bill as
amended? |
THE SPEAKER:

Will you remark?

MR. MATOCCO (133rd):

Mr. Speaker, what this bill would do would be to bring the

djh




Y&k

Monday, June 7, 1971

members of the Municipal Fﬁn& B-%ﬁo héd retifég-éfior to July 1, 1969 in lime
with the retirement type payments which are necessary to adjust them to the
cost-of-1living adjustment over the past few years, I would point out to the
Assembly that the figures, the rates of increase on page 3 of the file, 1588,
were supplied to the committee by the State Retirement Commission. They're
based on the rates of cost-of-living increases over the period of years these
rates have increased would now bring these people a little closer to being
able to sustain Ehemselves on the sometimes small retirement allowances they
now presently have, I wald also point out, Mr. Speaker, that while the bene-
fits are, while the benefits would accrue as of July lst of this year, muni-
cipalities would have no obligation to make péyments foray increased cost
until July 1, 1972 which would give them time to determine the amount of
increased costs in the municipality and to budget for it. It's a good bill,
It*s a humane bill and I would move for its passage.
THE SPEAKER:

Question is on acceptance and passage as amended by Amendment
Schedule "A", Will you remark further?
MR. BRUNO (i32nd): ‘ _ .

Mr. Speaker, I rise in favor of this report and acceptance of
Schedule "A" and the hill. E
THE SPEAKER:

Further remarks? TIf not, all those in favor indicate by saying

aye. Opposed? The bill is PASSED.

THE CLERK:

Page 14, on page l4, Calendar No. 1408, substitute for H, B. No.

7237, An Act Validating a Garnishment of the State Treasurer by the Worker's

49
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