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read the file number.
MR.\SPEAKER:

“The Clerk is in deep conference but I'll instruct him
accordingly. Will the Assistant Clerk continue with the call
of the calendar.

THE CLERK:

Calendar No. 1078, House Bill No. 8712, An Act Concerning

the Establishment of a Drug Dependency Unit at Veterans'

"Home and Hospital, file 1187.

WILLIAM O'NEILL, 52nd District:

Mr. Speaker, I move the acceptance of the joint com~-
mittee's favorable report and passage of the Dblll.
MR. SPEAKER:

Will you remark?
WILLIAM O'NEILL, 52nd District:

Mr. Speaker, I .wish that this bill need not be before
us today but, Mr. Speaker, there is need for a drug dependency
unit in our own state veterans' home and hospital. It seems
£to me, Mr. Speaker, that the federal government is being very
derelict in its duty when it i8 releasing discharging men,
men who put their lives on the line, back to their communities
that are hung-up on narcotics. These particular individuals,
these soldiers of ours, they have no place to go for thelr
habit. I feel that the veterans' home and hospital is the

place for them to go for treatment. I think they are specilal
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...they are a special group, I think the main reason that
the& are addicted to begin with is having had to serve in the
horrible areas that they've had to serve in and the horrible
experiences that they've gone through and the {rustrations
certainly and the anxiety of Vietnam and Southeast Asia., I
have been assured, Mr. Speagker, that the Commandant of the
home and hospital will establish this unit within his own
operational budget and it will conform to all state standards
set up by the Health Department. And as I say, Mr. Speaker,
I wish that this bill need not be before us, but it is needed
and I hope it gets unanimous passage. Thank you. |
FRANCIS COLLINS, 165th District:

Yes, Mr. Speaker, I certainly want to joln in with the
comments of Rep. O'Nelill regarding the almost tragic circum-
stances we have, where our war veterans are returning home

and belng turned loose without effective treatment for

addiction that they acquire over in Socutheast Asia. 1 know

that the gentleman has worked long and hard on this particular 1

legislation. 1 think it is a tribute to him and I certainly
hope that the assurances that he has received from the
veterans' home and hospital can be implemented in the imme-
diate future so that we can move ahead in this vital area.
NICHOLAS MOTTQ, 3rd District:

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Military Affairs

Committee I want To thank Rep. O'Neill for giving us the
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guidance to get this bill into the form that it is today and
to 50 and to benefit these veterans coming home from overseas.
RONALD SARASIN, S5th bistrict:

Mr. Speaker, I, too, wish to joln in in support of this
legislation and to also compliment Rep. O'Neill. However, I
think the tragedy of legislation of this type is that 1t in-
dicates that the federal government and the Army, Marine I
Corps and Navy are not doing their job in thls area. In a
situation that I am personally familiar with, an Individual
was unceremonious dumped or discharged, bad conduct discharge
from the Army, in, I believe, Oregon, pcinted in the direction
of Connecticut and sent home as an addict. He was discharged
for that reason, his family was unaware of the fact that he
was discharged, was unaware of the fact that he was on his
way home. He could have been lost obviously from one coast
to the other. He came home an addict suffering at that point
from withdrawal symtoms. A terrible tragedy placed upon the
family, primarily because of this young man's duty in Vietnam.
This 1s legislation that we obviously need but it is legls-
lation that perhaps we would not need if the Army and the
military was finally doing its ,job in the first instance.

RUTH TRUEX, 23rd District:
Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to rise to very briefly

support this bill. Only the other day a mother called me

much disturbed with her son who had been returned from Vietnam
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a hopeless addict to heroin without any proper resources of
help within this area around Hartford. It will be a great
relief for me to be able to report to her that the State of
Connecticut is consclous of these problems and that we are

taking steps here to deal with the situation as guickly and

as humanely as we can.

JOSEPH GORMLEY, 142nd District:

Mr. Speaker, I will favor any bill that helps the veter-
ans of the present war or any past wars. This bill is needed
and I hope it passes unanimously. Thank you.

MR. SFPEAKER:
- Motion 1s on acceptance and passage, all those....
VICTOR TUDAN, 42nd District:

Mr. Speaker, I agree completely, 100% with the remarks
made by Rep. Sarasin., I think it is tragic that the federal
government just doesn't live up to their responsibilities
and I think it is a tribute to us that we are going to do
something about this problem now.

MR. SPEAKER:
Motion 1is on acceptance and passage. All those in favor

indicate by saying aye, opposed? The bill is passed.

THE CLERK:

Calendar No. 1104, Substitute for House Bill No. 5574,

An Act Concerning the Benefits Paid to the Spouse of a

Teacher Who Dies Before Retirement.

MBS
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THE CLERK:
Total Number Voting ... . . . . . . . . . . 152
Necessary for Repassage . . . « « « « . . o 119
Those Voting Yea . . . . . . . . 84
Those Voting Nay . . . . . . . . 68
Absent and Not Voting . . . . . 25

THE SPEAKER:

REPASSAGE IS LOST.

MR. AJELLO: (118th)

Mr. Speaker, nothing daunted, we now call your attention
to Page 5 of today's Calendar, Public Act 593, House Bill 8712.
AN ACT CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DRUG DEPENDENCY UNIT AT
VETERANS' HOME AND HOSPITAL.

THE SPEAKER:

The gentleman from the 52nd, Representative O'Neill.
MR. O'NEILL: (52nd)

Mr. Speaker, I move for reconsideration of this bill.
THE SPEAKER:

Will you remark on reconsideration. If not, all those
in favor will indicate by saying AYE. Opposed. Reconsideration
is granted. Gentlemem, my hearing may be bad but my eyes are
pretty good.

Representative O'Neill.

MR. O'NEILL: (52nd)

Mr. Speaker, I now move for repassage of this bill.

THE SPEAKER:

Will you remark on repassage.

roc
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MR. O'NEILL: (52nd)

Yes, Mr. Speaker, I will. This particular bill created

a drug dependency unit at the Rocky Hill Home and Hospital, our
State Veterans' Home and Hospital. At the time of its passage
through the General Assembly in the lower chamber, the bill was
unanimously voted for by both sides of the aisle. As a matter of
fact, we had some speakers from the other side pertaining to the
very great importance of this bill. One was Mr. Stevens, Assistant
Minority Leader and Mrs. Truex, whose son, Congressman Steele
from the Second Congressional District, is very interested in the
drug problem as well. This bill, Mr. Speaker, authorizes the
Rocky Hill HOme and Hospital to establish a drug unit. The
Governor's veto message says that this legislation would deter
action on the part of the Federal government in handling drug de-
pendency in vweterans. Well, our concern, Mr. Speaker, is not with
the federal government, our concern is with the veterans who are
returning from Europe and Vietnam that are addicted. Mr. Speaker,
there are 24 beds available at the Rocky Hill Home at the present
time that could be utilized for this very, very purpose and as
far as the cost factor, under our present statutes, Section 27-113
of the 1959 Statutes revised, the State of Connecticut has already
allowed to expend up to $2,000 for any addicted veteran at a
hospital to be designated by the Commission--the Home and Hospital
Commission. So, we are not takking of additional cost. We are
talking of a place for our veterans to be able to be taken care

of when they do come home, the ones that are drug dependent. I
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authority to provide these services where they deem fit. They
are doing so. There is in the budget passed by this General
Assembly some $1.3 million for the expansion of such services.
It is our hope and our intent that every returning veteran who
has a drug problem will be adequately cared for by this state.
It has no bearing on where this facility is located. I oppose
this bill.
THE SPEAKER:

Representative Ajello from the 118th.
MR. AJELLO: (118th)

Mr. Speaker, the Governor's actions in this area belie
the words and the attitude displayed in the remarks just made
by the Minority Leader. And I think the attitude is an extremel
important factor in what we are doing here this morning so far.
We see, unfortunately, apparently an attitude on the part of the
Governor and his administration which denies that there is a
day care center problem to be solved, which ignores the legit-
imate needs of many sectors of our economy on the basis that we
have got to spend money to take care of them. The State of
Connecticut has been a leader in the United States in many of
these fields simply because it was willing to do the things that
had to be done for the people who could not do for themselves.
Our people have borne the burdens of these things. It is not
always easy to say that they must shoulder another. But we say
that it is not worth bothering with day care so that we can try

effectively to solve the welfare problem, it seems to me that it

roc
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people who have come back from Vietnam and who are drug dependent
then I say that we should cross party lines and vote for this
bill and at least give them an opportunity to get some treatment.
I say to you, Mr. Speaker, that it is very, very important that
this be an issue where we expand the facilities for drug dependen
people because if we want to take care of our veterans, it is
very important that we repass this bill.

THE SPEAKER:

Further remarks. Representative O0'Neill of the 52nd
speaking for the second time.
MR. O'NEILL: (52nd)

Yes, Mr. Speaker, speaking for the second time because I
do believe the issue is vital. I think that it is an issue that
could be spoken about all day here and my only fear is that the
end result will be the same because we will not sway a vote.
This will lie on your conscious, ladies and gentlemen on the
other side of the aisle. It will lie on your conscious also
that the money is there, the money is available. We are not
talking of new monies. We are talking of the present statute
that allows the expenditure of $2,000 for a drug dependent
veteran. And if this drug dependent veteran is put into a pri-
vate hospital, which is conceivable, the cost would be more than
if they were at Rocky Hill. We have talked about what is being
done in the area and as Majority Leader Ajello has stated,
nothing is being done in the area. We have checked with the

West Haven Veterans Hospital, the federal hospital, they are
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is in agreement that we do want to help veterans who return
home and who are seeking help to overcome a habit. Now if the
facilities are available and the money is there, let anyone come
to you legislators in your own respective towns and tell you
that they are being refused help. We all admit, as Representa-
tive O'Neill said, that they haven't been carrying out previous
legislation. Then it is our job to see that the previous legis-
lation is enforced. It is our job then, if this young man or
young lady is seeking help, to get the help for them. There
aren't that many that we are going to be run over like a steam-
roller. Thank God there are only very small percentages that
are coming home who have adopted this habit and I see no need
for this bill to be passed. It is there.
THE SPEAKER:

Representative Lenge from the 13th.
MR. LENGE: (13th)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have listened intentively and
I have yet to hear anyone say whatthe unit is, whether it will
be bonded, how many beds it will contain, the amount of staff th
will take to operate it and whether or not in itself it will
solve a particular number of bed shortages. The fact remains
that there is legislation on the books that says that anyone
under these conditions is entitled to these services. There is
no distinction of conscious between one side or the other and
I am very interested, particularly in the spenders and the

spenders on the cuff wherein we are debating this thing under
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June 7 197 1
Cal. 1191 File 1374 Substitute for H.B. 7041 An Act Con=-
cerning the Use and Operation of Snowmobiles.
Cal., 1193, File 1387, Substitute for H.B, 7483 An Act Con-|
cerning the Husband And Wife R tirement Income Option Under the
robate Court Retirement System.,
Cal. 1194 ,File 1378 Substitute for H,B. 8330 An Act Con-
géerning the Expansion of theJWequetequock Fire District in thz2 Town

lof Stonington.
Cal, 1195, File 1293 Substitute for H.B, 38541 An Act Pro- '
viding a Bonus for Veterans Who Were Eligible But Did Not Receive “
a Bonus for Service in World War II or the Korean War,

Page 10, Cal, 1206 File 1389 H,B, 7484 An Act Concerning
Disability Retirement for a Judge of Probate. ‘
Cal. 1207, File 1383 Substitute H.B. 7490 An Act Concerning
the Definition of Average Final Compensation for a Judge of Probate
Page 11, Cal. 1209, File 1236, Substitute for H.B. 5574 An
Act Concerning the Benefits Paid to the Spouse of a Teacher Who

Dies Before Retirement.
Page 12, Cal. 1219, File 1187 H,B, 8712 An Act Concerning |
+the Establishment of a Drug Dependency Unit at Veterans" Home and
Hospital,
Cal. 1222, File 1422 Substitute for H.B., 8343 An Act
‘Concerning Mandatory Refusgal of Liguor Permits,
Cal, 1223, File 983, Substitute for H.B. 8359 An Act Con-
.cerning the Creation of a Commission on Compensation for Elected
State Officials.
Page 13, Cal. 1225, File 1435 Substitute for H.B. 8798 An
‘Act Concerning Public Hearings on Proposed Layout of State Highwayp
Cal., 1229, S.B. 1830 An Act Concerning Participation of :
Hospitals in the Health And Educational Facilities Authority Act.
Page 14, H.,BE, 5491, File 916 An Act Granting Payment of
the World War IT Veterans" Bonus to Edward david Wellins.
Cal, 1233, File 777 H.B, 5672 An Act Granting Payment of
‘the Korean War Veterans' Bonus <o John P, Belansky, Jr.

20,
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