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8 Morris Nirenstein: I live in Colchester and I am a teacher

’ in a regional high school which represents three towns
which are not yet regionalized in K through 6. I am
here to speak on behalf of the Connecticut Education
Agsociation. I am the Chairman of the Legislative Com-
mission of the CEA,

The CEA is urging your support of House Bill_5372, This
; bill provides for the extension of the rights and benefits
! earned by a teacher in a local school district prior to

i the absorption of the local school district in a regional
district,

Currently two statutes relate directly to employment by
a local or regional board of education - Section 10-151,
the Fair Dismissal Act, and the provision for Sick Leave
Act, 10-156 need to be retained lest teachers employed
by a district which regicnalizes loses all rights and
benefite upon such employment even though they may be
assigned to the same room in the same building as during
the last several years.

) House Bill 5372 would remedy this loss due to this re-
Ae organization rather than force the teachers to lose

g their rights or change their employment. It is my under-
standing that an interim subcommittee of this committee
is giving this concept serious consideration and the

CEA heartily concurs. Thank you.

Martin E. Kornmbluth: I represent Regicnal School District
No. 12. 1 am also pleased to say I am on the CABE
Legislative Committee as well as the CABE Legislative
Regional Legislation Committee and Chairman of Regional
School Board 12. T say I'm back for the fourth time

! because I first met with Mr. Mordani and the group that

. were on the Interim Committee on Legislation and it was

: in 1967 that we had our first meeting.

It was eighteen months ago that the towns of Bridgewater,
Roxbury and Washington joined together to .form the first
K through 12 regional school district in the State of
Connecticut. We did so for two reasons ~- to be able

to expand and improve our educational programs, and to
make more economical, productive use of our educational
dollars.

' While the State provided some incentives for the steps
N we undertook in the form of increased building, trans-

L portation and ADM aid, we have found through practical
iﬂ‘ experience in operating our distirict that this aid has

¥ not been sufficient to meet our educational and increased

needs.
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Morris Nirenstein, a resident of Colechester, Chairman of the
Connecticut Education Association Legislative Commission,
and speaking for more than 21,000 CEA members: With your
permission I would like to state the CEA's position with
respect to a number of the bills being considered this
morning.

House Bill 5182 is an act concerning military leave
rights of teachers, introduced by Chairman Blake of the
116th Distriet. This is a good bill and deserves your
support. The purpose of this bill is te insure that
teachers employed by towns and regional boards of educa-
tion shall have the same rights to leaves of absence for
reserve corp field training and to reinstatement after
military leave as those provided for municipal employees
generally. Surely we should maintain the rights of
teachers to fulfill military obligations at least on a
par with municipal empleyees. This would be but a token
of the appreciation both you and I can show these people
whose classroom assignment is temporarily suspended.

Housge Bill 5372 is an act which would maintain teachers'
rights such as tenure and sick leave in the event that he
and his school are incorporated in a regionalized district.
ﬁa This is a bill, Mr. Chairman, which I supported in my

testimony before your committee yesterday and I weleome

: this opportunity to restate CEA's strong support for it.
Furthermore, Mr, Chairman, I weuld like to take this
opportunity also to thank the Connecticut Federation for
the support whieh they have just given to the CEA Dbill.

CEA is not opposed to Senate Bill 655 and Senate Bill 870
concerning interstate certification of teachers. While

CEA could support .reciprocity, we would respectfully request
more details se that we could then mdke a more substantial
evaluation o¢f the proposal.

House Bill 5186 is another bill which we would question,
While the motives of this bill seem to be worthwhile, I
believe a careful examination of the proposed changes and
the composition of the State Teachers' Certification Ad-
visory Board would signify a change in the wrong direction,
I don't know how long as a teacher I have heard the admoni-
tion that my prefession, the teaching professien, "must
elean up its own ranks,* If this is to be dene, teachers
themselves must provide strong, clear, quality-producing
standards., ‘This is their responsibility. The State should
be ‘looking for ways to aid teachers in meeting this respons-
ibility. Instead, I submit, this bill would lessen their

4’ responsibility and pass the buek to others, For this

4 reason, the CEA urges you not to support this bill at this
time, but, on the eontrary, to allow the Advisory Board
which is apparently deing a good job now to contlinue with
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the public elementary and secondary schools of Connecticut
has served as eooperating teacher in their programs. At
present there are some 2,000 student teachers who need
placement somewhere in the public schools of Connecticut.
When the student teachers of private institutions are taken
into account, over 4,000 placements are required. The
elagsroom practitioner performs in a dual capacity - a
teacher of children and a teacher of a prespective teacher.
His classroom becomes a meeting ground of the cooperating
partners, the school system, the preparing institution and
the State and his classroom teaching and performance and his
guidance of the student teacher provide the proper mix for
the interrelated funetions and responsibilities of these
three partmers.

&G

The Teacher Education and Professional Standards Commission
of the Connecticut Education Association has recognized the
importance of the student teaching. We support the concept

of House Bill 5183 as an effective approach to this program.

Ciaire Weir, teacher in the Hartford Public Schools, member of the
CEA Legislative Commission. I would like to speak about
two of the bills, One is_5372 which has to do with rights
of teachers who are absorbed into the regional school disg-
tricts. I would like to preface my statements with the
fact that I spent ten years in college teaching in teacher
training. At the present time 1 am teaching on the elemen-
tary level. I have taught in various situations on all
levels,

A number of our teachers in Connectieut have log a great
deal because of the absorption into regional districts

and CEA supports 5372 and I urge you to consider thdt very
favorably. ’

The second bill has just been spoken about and that is the
practice teacher in the school system. I1I'm not so sure
that the $500 as stated in the bill is the way to go about
it but I do feel that the present gituation ~ UConn for
instance gives the teacher credit for courses, well most

of the teachers whe do practice teaching work have already
completed their major courses and have no use for that kind
of compensation. Some of them in my department, the speech
and hearing department, have given theilr rights over to
younger teachers in our department who have used that com-
pensation for furthering their education toward their degree.

Iet me restate then that CEA does urge you to support 5182g
the compensation for the teacher who does the teacher train-
ing. I know from my ten years of experience in this field
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gome of them cut off néw, it would .serve to implement some
of the creative ideas that have been started in thisarea
and certainly need to be continued, Thank you very much,

Senator Hammer, 1l2th Bistrict: This bill, 5372, about teachers
assimilated into regional school distriess, I would like
.to have you say just a word more on that., I can't conceive
of the faet that in a properly set-up school, whether it
is regional or otherwise, that they should not recognize
the rights and benefits that have accrued to a teacher
teiching in another preperly tenstituted -school in Connecti-
cut.

Claire Weir: I am glad to hear you say that and I hope you will
keep that in mind when you censider this bill. It is true
that in the State of Connecticut - I have been a member of
our State Commission where there are about forty five of
us who meet together and a number of instances have come-
up where teachers have lost their tenure rights, their
galary scale pesition, their sick leave and so on because
they have been plaeed lower down when the regional school
was put together, It's happened.

Senator Hammer: The law doesn't take care of that? \
Claire Weir: Not now. So we need this, Thank yoﬁ.

Morton Briggs, Middletown. On behalf of the Master Arts Teaching
Program at Wesleyan University, I wish to urge. support of
Bill 6305 concerning.improvement. of teacher_education and
in so doing I am applauding and echoing the .eloquent state-
ment made by Miss Anne Hogan a few moments ago.

Our Master Arts Teaching Program carried through one of ite
most successful experiments this past fall thanks to Public
Act 761 in our courses on the teaching of methods, Work-
ing with several school systems, we gave our methods courses
a laboratory or clinical component. Instead of conducting
the methods courses entirely at. the University, we spent
five weeks at the University, then spent the next five weeks
with our students working in groups of three with a master
teacher in the school. We worked with twenty one master
teachers in seven different school systems - East Hampton,
Glastonbury, Middletown, New Haven, North Haven, Portland,
West Hartford. We were offering methods courses in all
areas from art to English, foreign languages, history,
mathematics, sciences. Our students had the privilege of
working closely with master teachers in an atmosphere of
close cooperation and mutual help, experiencing all {ypes

of school activity, observing team teaching, testing,
correcting homework, working out lesson plans, plus dis-
cussions with the master teacher and the Wesleyan instructor
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themselves of studying the history of minority groups and

their contributions to this couniry but also in how to
teach 1t to others. N

Ay e e

It has also come to my attention that some say that such
a history certainly should not be a separate history or
aceount but it should be integrated with the total history b
of the country. I would certainly agree with this. 1 i
would only say though that it may be necessary for some !
special emphasis to be made on this now in terms of not ;
only the material but also the mechanics of the technigues it
of teaching it. And so, this bill would provide this kind §1
of help for the people who need it most and the people who
are charged with this responsibility. '

\

T would hope that this Committee would give favorable
consideration to bills like 5819 and others whichprovide :
for the improvement of teacher education and also that E
would provide that students would be the recipients of [ -
these techniques, of this training and of this commitment. i1 :
I weuld like to register a favorable commitment to 5819, i
to billse such as the improvementéf teacher education in il
6505, It has not been delineated here as to how this would ’
be carried out but cértainly I would agree that we should E j
@ encourage the improvement of teacher education in urban and 4 g
poverty areas, encourage cooperation beitween staté and i1
federally-funded teacher education programs and to encourage i
projects for training of teachers of teachers. - 1

I should also like to call attention to %812 which has some _
of the same kinds of-elements which I think are so badly 1
needed., I would like to go oh record in favor of 5372 so :
that we would not have teachers not getting the benefits
simply because of some physical change of position in terms
of regionalization. : .

»

I do think that we ought to think very seriously about
some interstate agreement- in terms of certification. It .
appéars to me that if we are going to give any credence [
to the accrediting ageneies throughout this country and if :
we do consider it a valué and we consider it as’ene.means
of indicating quality education, then certainly people,
whether they come from California or whether they come from
Vermont, that they ought to have the right to have ingress
and egress throughout this total country and be able to teach.
So I would hope we would give some consideration to some
type of interstate certification agreement and that it not
be done in a fashion which is fluid., I think it should be
one in which we ought to assume - that if a persen graduates
3 from the University ¢f California, a certified schoolj il
' California is still one of the states of the union, even

= —wee v wRE
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Laura

for certification and add the phrase, "or the equivalent
thereof.” If certification regulations are amended in
this manner, there will be an even greater need for the
appeals board that I described.

Interstate Compact on Certificatien., As our enrollments
increase and individualization of education as a goal is
implemented, Connecticut will need an even ‘larger number
of teachers. Any agreement among siates whieh facilitates-
the movemen{of teachers, reduces red tape and maintains
appropriate standards is to be applauded. Therefore,

we support the concepts in Senate bills_655 and 870 and
the recommendation of the Interim Education Committee that
we adopt "an interstate teacher ceritification compact
designed to permit recognitien by our state of the
credentials of teachers certified in any state with
standards acceptable to the state board of education in
Connecticut.”

Thank you for this opportunity to express our opinions
on the certification of teachers.

Pope, Executive Director, Executive Director ‘of Connecticut
Association of Boards of Education, and I would just like
to tell the Committee that the CABE Executive Committee
last week has endorsed House Bill 7131 which would permit
boards of education to offer five-year contracts to super-
intendents. A resolution to this effect will be presented
to our Delegate Assembly on March 22nd and since this is

permissive- legislation which would give us more flexibility
in contracting with our superintendents, we support it.

For the benefit of the teachers present, I will reiterate
our support of House Bill 9372 whieh will protect the
accrued rights of teachers employed in totally regionalized
school districts. That concludes our statement,

Mrs, William S. Gordon, Jr. of Wethersfield, speaking for the

League of Women Voters of Connectieut. The need. for
special training for teachers who plan to or are already
teaching in urban schools serving disadvantaged city
dwellers is increasing in propertion to the accelerated
growth of the disadvantaged population in our cities.

The existence of special problems in teaching in elementary
and secondary schools in which children's educational
achievement had been restricted by economic, soeial or
environmental disadvantages was recognized by the 1967
geasion of the General Assembly when it passed Public

Aet 761, the purpose of which was to strengthen and improve
teacher education through the establishment and funding

of pilot projects. In section 4 there is a provigion to
give preference to cooperative arrangements which will

provide teacher trainees clinical experience in public
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The following statement, although not orally presented, is made
a part of this record: )

Statement by William L. G'Brien, Public Relations Director, New
Haven Federation of Teachers 933, AFL-CIO,

To save time in the public hearing by the joint Senate

and House Education Committees on various bills scheduled
for hearing, I wish tc affirm support of Legislative Agent,
John Tubiak's, of the Connecticut Federation of Teachers,
as well as President John Bannon's, of the CSFT, .public
statements before thi8 Committee today.

The New Haven Federation of Teachers takes the following
positions on listed bills:

HB. 53182, Representative Blake, Military Leave Rights of
Teachers, Support - reasons are self-evident.

SB.1027, Oppose, Teachers' Certification. This bill
reaffirms already existing privileges for provisional
teachers' certificate holders and a -right of appeal for
extended time in attaining requirements for a standard
certificate in the event of hardship. .But to arbitrarily
extend the required time because it creates. an emergency
to find a replacement merely leaves the extension of time.
to the whim of a local board.

SB1206, Senator Amenta. To limit employment of TEP teachers.
Support - as stated in "statement ofpurpose.™

HB 5372, Representative‘Mondani. Teachers assimilated into
regional school districts retain all earned rights, Support

this bill,

. Emergeney Teacher Training Pregram. Support this
bill but feel limitations should be placed on the programs'’
existence only during said emergency - shortage of already
certified teachers.

HB 5812, Representative Griswold, Support this bill.

HB 5183, Representative Bigos. Support this bill but
suggest it be considered with HB 5824, State grants for
payments of gsalaries of teachers in New Haven Training
Schools. 0Only existing agreements: covering this situation
were made in 1893 between Town's Board of Education and
State Normal Schools.

HB 6482, Representative Blake. Authorizing the provision
of certified library teachers and audio-visual personnel
for certain towns., Support this bill.
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Page 16 " " May 16, 1969
THE CLERK:

Goingrback to the Calendar turn to page 8 please. Calendar
Now 872, File No. 910. Favorable report of the Joint Standing

Committes on State Development on Substitute Sensate Bill No. 805,

An Act coneerning-Advances for Planning Projects by the Commiss-
ioner of-fomitanity Affairs.
SENATOR BUCKLEY:

Mr. President, I move acceptance of the Jolnt Committee fav-
orable report and passage of the bill. .
THE- CHAIR: - 5 -

Question is on passage of the bill. Will you remark,
SENATOR BUCKLEY;

Mp. President, under the Community Development Act the Com~-
mlssdoner now has.the right 4o glve state grants up to 75 perceny
for .plans which are submitted to him. This bill would increase
scope of that section to provide that he might do the same as he
ecan now do for redevelopment and other things fornHeusing Author-
ities and Human Resoumces: Development agencies,
THE CHATR:

Will, you remark further. If. not, as many who &re favor sign-

ify by aayfng aye, contrary minded. The bill is passed. .

THE CLERK2
Calendar No. 874, File No. &#58» Favorable report of the Joint

Standing Committee on Bducatfienrorr Sebstitute House Bill No.

5372, An Act concerning Teachers Assimilated into Reglonal Sch-

ool Districtss. . s 3ty

P Vs e iy e
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Page 17 May 16, 1969
SENATOR -HICKHEY :

Mf. Rresident, I move acceptance of the Committees favorable
report.and-pagsage of the bill, - -
THE CHAIR#. ” '’

Question is on passage of the .bill. WHll you remark,

SENATOR BICKEY:
Mr. Presidént, the bill is self-explanatory,
THE CHAIR®»»
Any further remarks. If not, as many who are in favor s8ignify

by sdifing aye, contrary minded. The bill is passed.

THE CLERK: -
Calendar No. 876, File No. 768. Favorable report of the Joint

Stdnding Committee on Elections on House Bill No, 8615. An Act

concernifig Absentee Voting by Litizens _Temporarily Out of the
Country. N
SENATOR HICKEY:  -. ‘ ) o

‘Mr. Bresident, I move for acceptance of the Committees fav-
ablerreport and passage of the bill.,
THE GHAIR: -. ©o . O

‘Question 1s on passage of this bill. Will you remark,
SENATOR HICKEY:

Mr. President, ‘th¥s would allow citi:zens of the Unlted States
témporarlly residing outside the terrlorial limits of the United
States ahd the District of Columbia to vote by absentee ballob.

THE CHAIR:
Any* further renarks. If net, .as many who -are in favor. signify
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THE SPEAKER:
Your objection as te Calendar No. 363, Substitute for

Senate Bill 272, File No. 566, is noted. This item, in accox-

dance with Rule 47, will be removed from the Copnsent Calendar,
placed on the.regular Calendar in accordance with the agree-
ment between the leadership of both parties, passed retaining
its place on the regular Calendar.

The gentleman from the 165th,

MR. COLLINS: (165th)

Mr, Speaker, hearing no further objection to items on the
Consent Calendar, I would now move for the acceptance of the
Joint Committee's favorable reports and pasaage of the follow-
ing bills on the Consent Calendar:

On page 1, Calendar No. 277, House Bill No., 7262, File

No. 756.
Calendar No. 367, House Bill No. 7394, File No. 757.

On page 2, at the top of the page, Calendar No, 721,

Substitute for Bouse Bill No. 5372, File No. 758.

Skipping one, Calendar No. 726, House Biil No. 6934,
File No. 763.

Skipping the next item, going to Calendar No. 731, House |
Bill No. 8615, File No. 768.

Calendar No. 733, Senate Bill No. 1420, File No. 420.
Calendar Ho. 735, Senate Bill No. 382, File No. 522.

On page 4, the.second item down, Calendar No. 753, Senate

-

Bill 204, File No. 493.
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l Calendar No. 754, Modified Sepate Bill No. 609, Pile No.
E 533, rather File 553,
‘ Moving down to the third item from the bottom, Calendar
: No. 761, Modified §enat§ Bill Ne. 258, File No. 557,
; Calendar No, 762,-§enate Bill No. 206, File No. 565,
f I move the adoption of those bills Mr. Speaker.
f THE SPEAKER:
’ You have heard the motion. All those in favor, indicate
- by saying aye. Those opposed? The bills are PASSED.
! The gentleman from the 165th,
F MR, COLLINS: (165th)
p Mr. Speaker, in accordance with Rule 47, I would now re-
quest that the following items be pPlaced on the Consent Calendar:
On page 7, Calendar No. 638, House Bill No. 5605, File
) No. 802.
E On page 8, on the top of the page, Calendar No. 674,
E House Bill No, 8678, File No. 854.
z Turning to page le, Calendaq No. 794, Substitute for
; House Bill No., 7568, File No. 842.
E Calendar No. 795, Modified House Bill No. 8604, File No.

843,

Calendar No. 797, Substitute for House Bill No. 6380,
File No. 845.

Turning to page 17, there is no {pem on page 1?, Mr,
Speaker. That ends the motion.
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