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TUESDAY, 2:00 P.M. -

Rep.Hitchcock Gontiqd: writtez now it is not

Sen.Dooey:

HB 224

.. 1

- AGRICULTURE MARCH 30, 1965

necessary really and we would
like t$ see a1l those -towns have a full time dog warden.

Now 2266 is going to help the dog owner whose dog doesn't
roam but gets into a Jam ony their own property. Its
going to be a big help thg?g and also a help to the

6

Commissioner's office. 2¥67 - the work has increased there
as we knew it would to where it takes a

Dog Warden, we've had one for more than ear, however, he
should get pald for what he is doing. 2367 - The Camission
reécommended that pet shops and commercial kennels have g
different license fee for the simple reason that a pet

shop is a much harder thing to inspect and enforce etec.

Now as the thing now stends the definition is such that
he cannot suspend the 1icens

laws. He should be able to suspend for
law. Now. Rep.0'Connell's bill is only in here bpcause she
wents to bring the fees the .same pro rata annually which is
& mess at the present time, She is not insistent on her
bill.

I have nothing to say on - the next two bills T have
absolutely nothing to say. Now this bill on spaying female
puppies. It certainly doesn't mean what it says. It says

a female puppy - a Puppy 1s a dog under six months of age,
However, it says that if a dog is not i% shall be spayed
within three months after such person acquires such a dog.
Supposing they acquire an eight year old dog? Must be
Spayed in three months is absolutely unenforceable. The
only enforceable way to spay a dog is when he has been
before a license period. There is no other way of enfercihgy
it. A man comes up he has either a Speyed dog or he hasn't,
and then you ¢fn enforce it. Of course, we all agree on the
next bill ~ 4403 that =11 dog pounds should be open to the
publie, however, that's a subject that every town should
decide for himself. I don't think the State should tell g
town what howr or when they should have the dog pound open
as long as they are open and I belidve now the Comm¥ssioner
has all the power he needs under 4404. He can hold up their
funds. He can do g lot of things., Plenty of representatives

here from the Commissioner!'s office to explain the details,
I thank you,

1l time Assistant

violating any dog

Any other legislature? I think then we ca

take the bills in
order. The first one to be heard is HB 2762

Mr, Chairmen, members of the

Commssioner of Agriculture and Natural Resources.

The first
six bills that you are hearing

this afternoon are those bills

that have been prepared by our livestoek division in the

I have asked

Smith, our State Dog Warden angd hig

and his assistant Mr.Louis Gillette

any technical questions that you may
ion, Mr, Chairman, may,I present Mr,

timony concerning HB 2¥4p,

Department of Agriculture and Naturel resources.
our State Veteringrian Dr,

assistant Mr. Dexter Mobbs
to be here today to answer
have and with your permiss
Mobbs to give you his tes

e of a pet shop for violating some

. Anyone in favor?
2 (Reps.Hitchcock and Muzio) AN ACT CONGERNING LICENSING OF DOGS,

Commissioner Gi11: committee, my name is Joseph Gi11,

|
|
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Michael Schatz,Esq. Mr.Chairman, my name is Michael Schatz. I am an
attorney here in Hartford speaking on behelf of the
Connecticut Veterinarian Medical Association. This f
group represents approximately 1860 practicing veterinarians,
here in Connecticut. I wlsh to put the association on
record in favor of the six bills that you are considering
vhich would change the dog lawg which are sponsored by the .
Department of Agriculture and /o put the association on '
record in opposition to HB O for the reasons you have

' already have heard.

Sen.Doocy ¢ Anyone else in favor of HB 2éé£? If there is any opposition i
please? We are taking the bills sepapately here if anyone
is worried about coming to them, wesaill. Appears to be no
opposition. We can move on to HB 2265.

HB 2265 Rep.ﬂitchcock and Muzio AN ACT CONCERNING THE APPOINTMENT COF LOCAL DOG
WARDENS AND ASSISTANTS.

Mr. Mobbs: We are in favor of this bill. This is also corrective <
legislature. We find tbat some municipalities of 25,000
or more do not subseribe to the provisions of Chapter 113
80 it has been added ®otherwise provided by merit system
of its own" We feal that this will bring five or six !
municipalities that should have full time dog wardens and !
fail to provide them - bring them into line with other towns 1
of the same size.

Sen, Doocy: Does this meen, as I look at this quickly, that if the town
does not have a merit system that you would insist on having
it just for the dog warden?

Mr. Mobbs: ¥o, not if the town doesn't have it.

Sen, Doocy: Any other questions? Anyone else to speek in favor of this
bill? Opposition. Appears to be none. We didn't expsct
to go this fast,

HB 2266 Rep.Hitchcock and Muzio AN ACT CONCERNING THE QUARANTINE CF BITING DOGS,

Mr, Mobbs: This bill as submitted is also corrective. You gave us this
statute two years ggo and except for this one part is working
out fine, but we have discovered that we are penalizing the
person who keeps their dog at home, forinstance, the dog is in
the kitchen and he is having his whaaties, the child .comes up
and tries to teke the food away and the dog grabs the child. ¢
Dog wardens or dog catchers will have to impound this type
of dog in the dog pound or commercial kemnel or veterinary
hospital so its strictly unfair in a lot of ways. Of course,
we can't tell the logcal warden to circumvent the law so we
are reversing it. They still retaln power under this amend-
ment to quarentine the dog that bites at home or on his own
property. The warden masy use discretion. He may quarantine ;
at the home, leave it their or he may have it in the dog
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Mr.Mobbs Cont'd: pound or veterinary hospital. He may make any order he
deems necessary but the dog that is roaming and bites off
his property that is, the dog that shall be quarantined in e
dog pound, veterinary hospital or private kemnel. We feel
that this is in fairness to the dog etc.

Rep.Calhoun: Do the owners of dogs that bite their children refer it to the
dog warden?

Mr, Mobbs: Yes, and that is another thing, Mr. Calhoun, it has caused

some dog owners not to report a dog fight for fear that thelr
dog would be impounded in a dog pound or teken awey from them
80 a good many people, in all good judgment reported a dog

or in some cases was reported to the local warden by a hospital
or doctor. See they are suppose to be reported by a doctor
under the Director of Health.

Sen.Doocy: Supposing that the owner - somebody other than their own child
wag bitten on their own premises are they allowed to sustain
their dog on their own property?

Mr, Mobbs: They will be under this amendment.

Sen,Doocy Suppose they feel that the act was aggravated by the child,
might have been a stranger or a friend, makes no dkfference,
and they were not sympathetic to this law, couldn't they
then let the dog roam if they wanted to?

Mr.Mobbs: No, we quarantine the dog. The local warden makes up a regular
report, one copy comes to us, the owner of the dog gets one and
one for the warden's record. If he is going to quarantine the
dog at home it must be kept under close confinement. They can
walk the dog on a leash, tie it in the back yard. Just keep
it under control for fourteen deys. The end of fourteen days
the dog will be exsmined and released from quaraentine.

Sen, Dooey: Anyone else in favor of HB 2526 - any objections:

Mrs, Walter Moore: I am Mrs. Walter Moore of Bridgeport, Comnecticut. About the
six 1ine down it says "may kill such dog during such attack"
Well a lady or an elderly man or a child might he out walking
late at night perfectly legitimate, and maybe someone would
attack, the owner, of that dog and the faet that the dog does
attack the attacker I don't think that should auntomatically
give a person the right to kill the dog. I would like those
words striken., I think to make such complaints to the State
Warden or any deputy state warden would suffice. There are
many instances where a person would be ocut walking their dog
and could be attacked at night and I think a dog is taken along
for protection.

ep.Hitchcock and Muszio AN ACT CONCERNING - PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT
ISTANT STATE DOG WARDEN AND ADDITIONAL DEPUTY STATE WARDENS.
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April 27, 1965

Calendar No. 92. File No. 22. House Bill No. 2221. An

act concerning representation on the Councll on Agriculture and

¥atural Résources.

Favoreble report of the Joint Committee on Agriculttmé.
THE CHAIR:

Senator Welles,

SENATOR WELLESt

¥Mr. President, I move aceceptance of the cormilttee?s favore
able report end passage of the bill.

THE CHATR®

Do you wish to remark?

SENATOR WELIES: |

Phis bill provides, the Couneil 1s comprised of the chalr=
#an of various Boards aend Commissions. This provides, that In
sase they are unable to attend. the meeting, he may recommend 2
ﬁubstitube ol his own commission to attend the meeting in his

{blace. It 18 & good bill end should pass.
THE CHATR ¢

Further remarkef? The question 18 on the acceptance of the

cormitteets favorabls report and passage of the blll. All those

in favor say ®aye", Topposed". The bill ls passed.
HE GLERK: '

~

Calendar No. 93. File No. 23. House Bill No. 2266. An act

concerning the gquarantine of blting dogs.

Favor able reprtof the Committee on Agricultui'e.
#(‘HE CHAIR ¢

+




April 27, 1965 | 39
| C Senator Welles,

SENATOR WELLES
Mr. President, I move acceptanee of the commlittee'!s favore

able report and passage of the bill.

THE CHATR:

Remarks?

ISENATCOR WELIES®:

It sounds dangerous. We passed this bill two years ago

and far most part 1t 1s working very well; but the department

nome. For instence, a dog 1s in the kitchen and he is getting

nis Wheaties or his dog biscults; a child ecomes up and tiles to
take his food away from him and he bites the c¢hild. The dog

I
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i discovered that we are penalizing a person who keeps a dog at

|

|

|

l ‘ %arden or the dog catcher would have to impound this type of dog
! l In a dog pound or e commercial kemnel or a veterinary hospital.
't is strictly unfalr in a lot of ways. This bill would give tre
Board its power that it has now and also allow the dog warden to |

use hie own diseretion in such ecases.

THE CHAIR:

Further remarks? The question then 1s on the acceptance of
i | the committee's favorable report and passage of the bill, All
| fhose in favor say "aye", "opposed". The b1ll is passed.

ITHE ¢ LERK :

1 Page No. 4. Calendar No. 94i. File Ko. 2}j. House Bill No.
23213 An aet concerning (licensing and Iinspection) revocation

or suspension of commercial kemmel or pet shop licenses.

.-\.—h
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Wednesday, April 14, 1965
MR, COUGHLIN:

This 1s & very slmple measure allowlng the chairmen of
the various agencies to make up the Council of Agriculture and
‘| Fatural Resources to delegate an alternate to the meetings held

$y the Councll when they are unable to attend. It's a good bill
leand 1t should pass,

THE SPEAKER:

e

Will you remark further? The question is on acceptance

end passage. All in favor? Opposed? So carried, Fssed.
PHE CLERK:

}

Calendar No. 43, File No, 23, House Bill No. 2266, An

lct concerning the Quarantine of Biting Dogs. Favorable report
pf the Joint Committee on Agriculture.

{HE SPEAKER:

The Gentleman from Oxford.

MR. SCHREIBER:

I move for acceptance of the Joint Committee's favorable
report and passage of the bill,

[HE SPEAKER:

The question 1s on acceptance of the committee's favorable

Feport and passage of the bill, Will you remark?
ﬁR. SCHREIBER:

This b;}l slmplifies the arrangements whereby if a person

LS bitten by a dog, instead of having to quarantine the dog at a

#ublic pound or a dog kennel, it can be quarantined on the premises
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at the dilscretion of the dog warden, thereby saving the people
the rental fee and so forth at the pound.
THE SPEAKER:

Will you remark further? The question 1s on acceptance

and passage. All in favor? Opposed? So carried, fZssed

THE CLmRK:
Page 2 of the Calendar. First item, Calendar No. i,

File No. 24, House Bill No, 2327, An Act concerning Licensing

and Inspection Revocation or Suspension of Commercial Kennel or
Pet Shop Licenses. Favorable report of the Joint Committee on
Agriculture.‘
THE SPEAKER:

The Gentleman from Cornwall,
MR. CALIOUN:

I move acceptance of the committee's favorable report
and passage of the bill.
THE SPEAKER:

The question is on acceptance of the Joint committee's
favorable report and passage of the bill, Will you remark?
MR. CALHOUN:

Mr. Speaker, this bill merely enables the Commissioner

of Agriculture and Natural Resources to suspend or revoke a

Commercial kennel or pet shop license for any violation of any

State, laws or regulations relating to dogs. This is a good bill
and I believe it should pass.
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