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STATE WELFARE & HUMANE "INSTITUTIONS 

Thursday April 9, 1959 

Marjorie Gray, Hartford: Ryan told me that he had enough support 
to kill it. On a voice vote the presidiig 
officer, Mr. Jewett, ...the vote and 
on a standing vote it was carried by 
just 3 votes. In order to compromise 
on that there was a provision made 
whereby the people complained because 
the relative of the patient were not 
allowed to decide where he might be 
institutionalized and so a provision 
was lefg in there and it was made to 
compromise which I think is entirely 
the thing that is being left out now. 
Where the probate court might decide 
where the patient should be committed. 
I am therefore very much opposed to the 
bill because it is the only thing in 
that inter-state compact bill, its 
the only slightest protection for the 
patient. I think that we do-gooders 
have to be very careful in considering 
the patient. When I was a very young 
woman, I use to get on the band wagon 
as they say, with all these bills that 
came along that dealt with welfare and 
when I got working a bit in child welfare, 
and in visiting mental hospitals I began 
to realize that there were sometimes 
another side to all these questions. 
I think we ought to be very careful in 
deciding them. Thank you. 

Chairman Zambo: Anyone else opposed to S.B. 
Piccolo) COMMITMENT? 

John Curran Jr. New Haven: Because I was unable to get a copy 
of this bill this morning and because 
I am so suspicious of the other bills 
I oppose this bill without going into 
the reason because I have not had a 
chance to study it. Thank you. 

Chairman Zambo: Thank you. Anyone else opposed to S.B. 226/(Sen. Piccolo) COMMITMENT? 
Hear none? We will go on to S.B. 
228 •(Sen/ Piccolo) EXAMINATION OF 
ACCUSED WHO APPEARS TO BE MENTALLY ILL* 
Anyone in favor of S.B. 226^Sen. Piccolo) 
EAICENATION OF ACCUSED WHO APPEARS TO 
BE MENTALLY ILL? 
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S.B. 228/(Sen. piccolo) EXAMINATION OF ACCUSED WHO APPEARS TO BE 
MENTALLY ILL. 

Ernest Halstedt, Statw Welfare: I believe I gave to the committee 
at some previous date a substitute for 
S.B. 228 (Sen. Piccolo) EX AMI 14 T ION OF TIE 
ACCUSED WHO APPEARS TO BE MENTALLY ILL 
which was worked out with the Mental Hea3h 
Commissioner and myself. 
After some consideration, Dr. Bloomberg 
was concerned about the matter in about 
the first 5 or 6 lines. 54-37 is a 
provision for commitment of a person 
committed on a criminal charge and at 
the present time it says: Jtny person 
tried on a criminal charge"and acquitted 
on the grounds of insanity may be con-
fined by order of the court trying him 
and acquitting him until such time as 
such court directs and there i s a his-
tory in those words• 
Several years ago I spent quite a bit 
of time with the hudges of the Hartford 
Police Court because they were sending 
them down for 2 monfths, 4 months or 3 
months and they were picking a time 
out of the ciii* § in other words, which 
never accorded with the person's con-
dition. He had no reason to know 
since the attorneys, mere attorneys, 
and not psychiatrists and it was not 
unti}. we had considerable with 
them that we were able to persuade 
them to make such commitments until 
such persons shall be recovered of 
his mental illness. This substi-
tute would provide just that. Instead 
of saying until such time as the 
court directs let the law recognize 
that the judges are in no posititon 
to judge how long it is going to take 
to cure a person. Let that be, as in 
the case of probate court commitment, 
left to the professional judgement of 
the superintendent of the hospital. 

The substitute would read: That the 
court shall - may order such person 
as it stands today to be confined until 
such time as in the judgement of the 
superintendent of the hospital such 
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Ernest ^alstedt, State Welfare: person is sufficiently fecovered 
to be released. In other words, if 
this person - further provision is 
found impractical by this committee in 
this legistlature it would mean that 
a person who is committed by order of 
the court which acquitted him on the 
grounds of insanity would be in the 
same exact position as if he were 
committed by a judge of probate. In 
other words, he is committed unti}. in 
the judgement of the hospital he is 
recovered. The second part of lt» X s 
that with reference to a person who is 
committed awaiting trial. Such person's 
hospitalization should be paid for in 
the same manner as if he were committed 
by a probate court • 

There are some unusual cases involved 
in that. You probably remember the 
case of a gentleman by the name of 
Trent-Lyon down in New Haven. He got 
unhappy about a commitment and when 
he was released walked up to the door 
of the doctor and when he answered the 
door he shot him and killed him and 
the case - and of course, Mr. Trent-Lyon 
was immediately apprehended by the 
authorities and the case - he faced a 
murder charge hut because of the fact 
that he appeared to be insane he was 
examined and he is still up in the 
state institution and has been for 
about 12 years awaiting trial as it 
is called. Unhappily, Mr.Trent-Lyon 
has an estate of about 4)200,000. left 
to him by his parents. He is up there 
for free all this time. He is up there 
utterly for free and his estate goes 
on merrily accumulating a lot of money 
and it doesn't seem that a person who 
is left in the institution so-called 
for awaiting trial - usually they never 
come to trial - I would say that in 
very few cases they ever come to trial 
or actually they just stay there for 
a long time and inevitably the charges 
are nolled, they are dropped or he is 
presented and found innocent by reason 
of his insanity. In the meantime, this 
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Ernest Halstedt, State Welfare: hospitalization can go on at a 
rather great pace and the idea of this 
provision would be that in the event 
the person has an estate of his own it 
ought to be used for his support. 

Chairman Zambo: Thaikk you. %yone else wish to speak 
in favor of this bill? 
Any questions from members?. If not, 
anyone opposed to S.B. 22$ *tSen. Piccolo) 
EXAMINATION OF ACCUSED WHO APPEARS TO BE 
MENTALLY ILL? 

John Curran Jr. New Haven: This bill is too loose, t<i>o sweeping; 
it is designed to give the hospital 
carte blanche to do what ever they want 
and makes it even easier to incriminate, 
railroad and confine a patient to a 
mental hospital and keep him there. 
X C 3.11 your attention to the phrase: 
If the accused which is a pro-
vision two doctors This 
is a which will allow the ©xsnnirici** 
tion to be made thus anyone can be put 
in a mental hospital. Also, as I said 
previously, on other bills, making 
the state pay his commitment expenses 
weakens his case if he is framed or 
railroaded. Let him pay his own 
commitment expenses or those 
him he will have a stronger case and 
he will be able to say as I have said 
on the other bills: You have victimized 
me and charged me for it. 

Chairman Zambo: Anyone else opposed to this S.B. 22$ 
(Sen. Piccolo) EXAMINATION OF ACCUSED 
WHO APPEARS TO BE MENTALLY ILL? 
Hear none? We will go on to S.B. 230 «/ 
(Sen. Piccolo) TRANSFER OF MENTALLY 
ILL PATIENTS? Anyone wish to speak 
in favor of S.B. 230Sen. Piccolo) 
TRANSFER OF MENTALLY ILL PATIENTS? 

S.B. 230v/(Sen. Piccolo) TRANSFER OF MENTALLY ILL PATIENTS 

Erne si? Halstedt, State Welfare: This is another bill in line 
with t he custom of notification of 
the Welfare Commissioner if the new 
type of commitment process whether 
the person who shall take care of the 
commitment process is aufchroized. 
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THE (HAH I 

Will you remark further? If not, all those in favor will sig-
nify by saying nayeM, those opposed "no". The "ayes" have it. 
The bill Is ordered passed. 
SENATOR HBAEBY: 

Mr. President* 

THE CHAIR: 
Senator from the 10th. 

SENATOR HEAEEYt 
*n view of the humid conditions In the Chamber, I wonder If 

the Senators might have the permission of the Ohair and of the 
ladles in the Senate to remove their ooats if they wish. 

It is customary Senator, but we have to have the unanimous 
consent. If there is no objections? There is no objections. 
The permission has been granted and if any of the gentlemen like 
to remove their coats, they may do se. 
THE GLERKt 

Calendar No. 880. Pile N0. 776. Substitute for Senate Bill 
No. 228. An Act concerning Examination of Accused who Appears to 
be Insane. 

Favorable report of the Committee on Public Welfare and Hu-
mane Institutions® 
SENATOR PICCOLO: 

Mr• Presldent0o.o 
THE OHAI Rr 

Senator from the 11th0 

f THE CHAIRt 
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SENATOR PICCOLO» 
Mr. President, I move for iiie aooeptance of the committee' a 

favorable report and passage of the bill. 
THE CHAIRt 

The question is on the aooeptanoe of the committee's favorable 
report and passage of the bill. Will you remark? 
SENATOR PICCOLO$ 

Mr, President, section 1 of this bill makes the release of a 
person committed to a state mental hospital by the Superior Court, 
Court of Common Ple*s to a leoal court rather in a legal determina 
tion by substituting (indistinguishable) for such time as such 
court directs the words "until such time as in the judgment of 
the supertindent of suoh hospital, sudh person is sufficiently re-
covered to be released". This is more in line with modem prao-
tie®, Suoh section 2 provides that the court of care in the state 
tiental hospital will be computed and paid for in the same manner 
is in any other oase committed by a Probate Court. This will make 
It possible for the state to collect for the oare of patients con-
fined in a state mental hospital who are awaiting trial in the 
»ame manner as that of any other person committed by the Probate 
lourt. I, therefore, urge passage of the bill. 
'HE CHAIRt 

Will you remark further? If not, all those in favor will sig-
nify by saying "aye", those opposed "no". The "ayes" have it. 

bill is ordered passed. 
THE CLERKS 

Calendar No. 881. File No. 777. Senate Bill No. 230. 

65 
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FRIDAY - MAY , 2 2 , 1 9 5 9 

THE CLERK: 
Gal.. 1174. Pile 776. 

Sub., for S.B. 228. Concerning examination of accused who 
appears to be insane,, 
Favorable report of Judiciary and Governmental Functions. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Gentleman from Newington. 
MR. SATTER: 

I move the acceptance and passage of the bill., 
Mr. Speaker, this bill simply provides that where a person 

has been committed to a hospital he shall remain there until 
such time as in the, judgment of the Superintendent of the 
hospital he is sufficiently recovered to be released, and it 
further provides that respecting the payment for his expenses 
while at the hospital it shall be the same as if he were 
committed by the Probate Court. The committee felt this was 
a worthy bill and urges its passage. 
MR. PINNEY: (Brookfield) 

In connection with the second change in the statutes, in 
• here 

sec. 2, 1 take it that people/are committed in the courts 
and are being tried on a criminal matter. If they are 
committed of trial or criminal matter it would indicate that 
some responsible person ought to pay the expenses of that 

if 
commitment, and/1 read it correctly it is the equivalent of 
having the family of a prisoner pay the cost of his stay in 
jail. Mould you explain that to me? 
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MR. SATTERs (Newington) 
I don't believe that is quite so because he would be 

committed because he was mentally ill, and the mere fact that 
he was involved in a crime would not be the basic fact of why 
he was in the hospital, and being mentally ill his relatives 
would pay just as they would for any mentally ill person. 
MR. PINNEY: (Brookfield) 

Perhaps 1 don't understand this clearly. Take the same 
situation of an individual charged before the court of the 
state of committing a crime, was held in jail pending trial 
because of his inability to post a bond, he doesn't pay any 
charges for the privilege of being retained in jail; now because 
the poor fellow happens to depart his mind someone, in sec, 2, 
is made responsible for paying the cost of his commitment while 
he is awaiting trial. It doesn't seem to make sense to me. 
MR. SATTER: (Newington) 

i i s ĉutjL"fc e true 
Again I emphasize/that the time period may be until the 

time of his trial, but the important thing is that he would be 
committed because he is insane or mentally defective, and the 
mere fact that he is involved in a crime is irrelevant to the 
basic question of who is going to ]pay for his expenses, even 
if he weren't involved in a crime he might still be committed 
to the institution and his relatives might still be required to 
pay. If there Is any question about this I would be very 
pleased to have it retained because we don't mean it to be a 
controversial matter I 
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THE SPEAKER: (Still Mr. Ggudet from Windsor) 
Too bill will be retained, 

THE CLERK: 
Eal. 1193. File 1021 
H.B, 3964. An act concerning application of the Education 

Welfare and Public Health Tax to Motor Vehicle Transfers. 
Committee on Finance. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Gentleman from Enfield. 
MR, CROMBIE: 

1 move acceptance and passage of the bill. 
Mr. Speaker, the intent of subsection B of 12-431 of the 

General Statutes was to exempt from the Sales Tax Transfer of 
formation 

personal property in connection with the fflffl^or 
disillusion of a corporation or partnership, when such transfers 
were made to persons having interest in the corporation or 
partnership. It was never intended that transfer to a third 
party having no interest in the corporation or partnership 
be exempted from the Sales Tax. This has been done several 
different times. However, the transfer to the third party to 
be exempted from the Sales Tax under this section and the 
purpose of this bill is to prevent it in the future. This is 
necessary legislation and should be passed. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Remark further. If not, question is on passage of the bill 

The 'ayes1 have it. Bill is passed. 





TUESDAY - MAY 26, 1959 

THE SPEAKER: , 
Gentleman from BarkhamsteacL 

MR. LEGEYTE: 
I move that'we suspend the rules to take up the matters 

that do not have 2 stars. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Question is on taking up matters without 2 stars. 
The 'ayes' have it. So ordered. 
THE CLERK: 

Gal. 1174. File 776 

Sub, for S.B. 226. An act concerning examination of 
accused who appears to be insane. 
Favorable report of Public Welfare and Humane Institutions. 
THE SPEAKER; 

Gentleman from Montvilie. 
MR. BARNES: 

I move acceptance and passage of this bill in concurrence 
with the Senate. 

Sec. 1 of this bill makes the release of the person 
committed to a state mental hospital by the Superior Court 
Court of Common Pleas or a local court, a meMia1 rather than 
a legal determination by substituting for such time as such 

i 

courts direct. The words "until such time as in the judgment 
of superintendents of such hospitals such person Is sufficiently 
recovered to be released," This is more in line with modern 
practice. Sec. 2 provides that cost of care in a state mental 
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hospital shall be computed and paid for in the same manner as 
in any other cases committed by a Probate Court. This will 
make it possible for the state to collect for the care of a 
patient confined to the state mental hospital while awaiting 
trial in the same manner as that of any other person 
committed by the Probate Court. There was no opposition at 
the public hearing nor at the executive sessions of the 
Welfare Committee. I urge passage of this bill. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Gentleman from Simsbury. 
MR. WALLACE: 

I wonder if we are, no I'm sorry I'm mistaken. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Remark further. If not, question is on adoption of the 
resolution? All in favor say 'ayes'; opposed? Resolution is 
adopted. 
THE CLERK: 

Gal. 1^39• Pile 1055 
Sub, for H.B. 2630. Kn act authorizing Daniel Cosgrove 

to appeal from an award by the Highway Commissioner. 
Committee on Claims. 
THE SPEAKER: 

Lady from Cromwell. 
MRS. FROST: 

1 move the acceptance of the committee's favorable report 
and passage of the bill. 


