Legislative History for Connecticut Act

i
!

A, AU T P . P - ey by

HBO?S‘LPI . LA 5‘?"1
\JSLEZ—

_State evelrpwent: :  pn 102-105 4 p
| Semote, 0 - po 151615 20
_ Jhuse. : pp 1603~ 16077 5 A

LAWILEGISLATIVE REFERENCE
£t FROM LIBRARY

Transcripts from the Joint Standing Committee Public Hearing(s) and/or Senate |
and House of Representatives Proceedings '

] Connecticut State Library
| Compiled 2015




i
Bl

o
a1

nab
g

m “_
}
E
:




Sen. Burns

c& Thursday

B .
State Develooment 152
February 26, 1950

o
P

and as we thought this river was possibly the main Li
source of spawning oysters. He asked me to get i
together with the other private growers in Comnecticut
and see if we couldn't put some oysters back in that
river for spawning purposes. We asked the state Shell-
Fish Commission if they would be agreeable to set

aside a small area in the river for that purpose. The
Shell-Fish Commission did and through the cooperation

of six other companies we put about 200 net bushels
apiece of mature oysters on this bed along with possibly
three or four times that much of shells. In other

words we put about 1200 net bushels of oysters and
possibly 3600.bushels of shell on this small bed in

the Housatonic River opposite Bomstoeck in Stratford.

The following year we got an excellent set off Bridgeport
on our private beds and also the Housatonic River got

a quite nice set too which the natural grocers have

been harvesting. So we believe the oysters should be -
in these rivers and harbors and we hope that this bill
will provide for that. Thank you.
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Any further questions? Anyone 'else wish to testify?

I'1l declare the hearing closed.: hr
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We'll open the hearing on H,Bs 22683€Mr. Kielwasser .

by -request) AN ACT CONCERNING COUNEY AID FOR ‘HOSPITALS,
PARKS AND OR RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. Dges anyone

wish to speak in favor of this bill? . Does anyone

wish to speak in oppesifion to this-bill? TI'1ll declare
this hearing closed. ' ‘
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We'll open ‘the -hearing on H.B. 2790}6Mr. Wood) AN ACT
AUTHORIZING THE SALE .OF LAND :OWNED BY ‘THE MYSTIC ORAL
SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF. - Does anyone wish to speak in
favor of this bill? Does anyone -wish to speak in
opposition to this bill? Hearing none, I*11l declare
this hearing closed. ’ ‘ -

We'll open the hearing on H.B. 2847ffmr. Padula) AN ACT

GONCERNING«NAMIN%,GONNECTICUT THE CONSTITUTION STATE and
also H.R. No. 237A RESOLUTION TU BRING ABOUT THE
DESIGNATION OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT AS THE
MCONSTITUTION STATE®, since both the bill and the
resolution deal with the same subject. We'll hold the
hearing on both at the same time.
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Carleton D. Blanchard, New London. I would like to/gpeak definitely ﬂwg
in favor of Rep. Padula's billno. 2847 “supported by Hel
H.R. No. 23“70f which I am a co-author. There is much i
that could be said about this wonderful state of ours
and I would like to read the resolution but in as much
as it is before you I will hand that to you. You
have I believed received resolution from the State of
Connecticut Development Commission, Mr, Sidney Edwards
in which the Development Commission definitely is for
this bill. You will also receive letters asking for
your favorable revort to our Assembly from the Conn.
Well Drillers Association, from the Conn. Town Clerks,
from the Conn. Assessors Association, from the Conn.
Road Builders and from many other organizations when
it becomes known to them what the purport of the bill
is. In the company or individual which has the good
product or bonifide service to offer to the american
) people should ‘be definitely in favor of this bill. The
word Connecticut itselfisgymbolizes an Indian language,
a long river. Conneeticut was known as the Saybrook.
River many years before it was known as the Connecticut

7 River. Our wonderful state has.othercsymbols as the Z
5 American Robin; symbol of -industry as the Mountain Laurel,
S symbol of beauty; the' white oak, symbel of strength. L
b Not'to be confuded with thé wonderful .charter oak because
o white oak was used against the waves of the'whaling ¥

- days. I would like to.refresh our memory of the A
i wonderful goings on at the Consfitutional Convention

1787 and I took a littlevpride remembering Benjamin

Franklin was born in the bay state, Ripley had it wrong

that he was born in Philadelphia, he was born in my

native state, the bay state in 1706. So in Philadelphia *

fhe good ‘man was ‘8l.years old and he could have been L

the, father of George Washington who was then 55. A g

véry wonderful brain from Conneeticut was in Philadelphia:

named.- Roger Sherman from New Haven aged 32 that if you

~ pleasé, the good man by~tHe name of Ben Franklin and

George!Washington,listegéd”to a man”on ‘the threshold of  :

life who offered to+rtha' wdrld Connecticuts_ fundamental :

orders -and- the wonderful*thoyght that yeu have exhibited ¢

here the democracy :of two senators for each state and

representative government in the houge for each state.

T would like to exhibit :this plate which.l hold is a

travestry to the Consitution. It was purcéhased for 79¢

in a restaurant on the Conn. Turnpike which cost the

taxpayers $479,000,000 and:for which we recieve due

value in my opinion and I think no one of us thought

for a moment that we were“zoing to have to advertise

our state to citizens from California and Texas and

Ohio that a few of our ancestoes stuped to the fraddulent [

and disgraceful gyping of housewives as penniless--- ')Pf
i
b
|
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The children know that we do notraise nutmegs in
Connecticut. It can only refer to wooden nutmegs which
was a phoney a gyper and a humbug. Some have said

that nutmeg has two syllables therefore it's easier

to shout gt an athletic contest. T think that is an
asinine argument. Vie have constitution, four syllables
We have Connecticut, there is a euphony and as a

former teacher and athletic coach for over 25 years at
the Norwich Frée Academy and as a citizen and a taxpaver i
of New London County I speak with scores of solid
citizens all over the state and ask you gentlemen our
duly elected representatives to report this favorably
to our Assembly. Thank you sir.

TR omom o m e

Wilbur Cross, Jr. representing\myself as a-private citizen, a resident
of Connecticut and a taxpayer. We get letters over in
the Motor Vehicle Department wanting this, that or
something else and they always come from a taxpayer so
maybe if I represent myself as a taxpayer you'll listen '
to me more closely. I'm fully in accord with what
Mr. Blanchard las said and whether or not this should
be done, Connecticut should be made the Constitution
State by legislation or a resolution, I don't know. I'm
in favor of doing it anyway. However, I hope that none
of you will get the idea that on a future registration
plate you want to put a slogan. Connecticut the
Constitution State or something of that kind. At this
time it might be of interest to you to know that at the
time we designed the plate you are now using there was

. a lot of activity towards getting us to put some slogan
on thé plate so we designed a plate which youw now know
what it Jooks like, with Connecficut in one inch letters
leaving not enough room on any other part of the plate
for any slogan. The Governor approved it and we went
aheéad -on that basis. S¢ don't get anything of- this
kind on our ‘plates. - : -

Mr. VanDeusen, Stdté Historian of Cérinecticut and a mémber of the
‘ State Historical Commission: This caught me a little

unawdres I -only -heard about this thing this morning.
It seems 'to me.an exbremely good idea and I stromgly
support it. I .also am 4 professional historian and Itve
been a little bothered by our unofficial nickname of:
the "Nutmeg State" because of the slightly unsavory
commentation. It.may .be humorous but I don't think it
is quite fair to Connecticut and I think as.a historian
I would like to point out that the fundamental orders
of Connecticut which are mentioned i#i these two bills
were the first written document I think, in America
which might be called a constitution. Some 320 years
ago and they provided for representative government,

Their ideas came from the founder of this colony,
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Sen. Burns

James Haran,

might have as many as a hundred and twenty bids on any

Thomas Hooker as far as we can tell and we're proudly
written by Roger Ludlow the first lawyer in Connecticut.
A very able man also. - I would also like to say that
before coming over here I talked with a very revered
man in the field of law and justice, former Chief
Justice William Maltbie whose,also an amateur historian
and he said that he would was very enthusiastic abnu*
the idea of Connecticut having an official name. The
Constitution State and I would like to add my very
humble approval to that also.

Does anyone else wish to speak in favor of the bill?®
I'd like to note for the record that I received two
letters today as Chairman of the Committee. One from
the Connecticut Development Commission reporting that
they are in favor of this bill and the resolution and
also a letter from the Connecticut Road Builders
Association indicate that they are in favor of the bill

and r esolution. Does anyone wish to speak in opposition? |

Hearing none we will declare this hearing closed.

-, b 3

We will open the hearing on H.B. 3405/?Mrs. Blackman)
AN ACT CONCERNING CONTRACTS FOR PUBLIC BUILDING

CONSTRUCTION, . Does anyene _wish to speak in favor of
this bill? Does anyome wish to speak in opposition?

I'm with the Public Works Departmeént in the State of
Connecticut. I wish to comment” first before we go

into this bill that a.similar bhill S.B: 159“was
introduced and rather heartily debatéd at a hearing
about a week a go\. . That affected Public bidding on
public structires and“reqliiréd sépdrate bidding on
follr phases 6f*thé work, sofry thrée. T do not appear
objecting to the intent behind the writers of this bill
but I would like to point,out that in affeet this bill
would remove the general -contractor frém the scene and
make any administér to bodiés, school board or anyone
else 'a geréral- contrattor responsible for the construction
of a building. States, our state tequires no separate
bidding. Most states that do enudierates them in the
legislation. This bill, my basic objection is, that it.
sets no limits. What is a portién of the work we

project. I think it would be in its present form 4

most difficult bill to enforce and most difficult bill

to administer. The problem of sevarate bidding has

been a constant one. We have in vublic works compromisad

!
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will mot be paid this partioular pension. It is primarily to
conaider the possibility of Superior Court or Chief Justice widows
who are receiving a pemsion from the Judioclary Court.

THE CHAIR:

Will you remark further? If mot, all those in favor will
sigrify by saying "aye", those oppesed "no". The "ayes® hnave it.

-

‘IThe bill is orﬁereé na;sed.

SENATOR HEALEY:

Kp, Presidente..

iEEE CGIAIR®

' Senator frem the 10th.

SENATGR EEALEY:

May we turn to page fifteen and with references to Calendars

No. 499 and Ko, 500, may I request suspension of the rules for

|izmediate consideration? .

|THE ‘CHAIR:

"oonsidorntibn. There appsars to be nene. The rules are suspended

THE OLERK: .
Galendar No. 499. File No, 50B. Substitute for House Bill

No. 2647. An Aot coneeraing paming Comnecticut the Constitutlon
State.
Favorsble report of the Committee on State Developument.
SENATOR BURNS?

¥r. President...
THE CHATR:?

Senator from the 30th.

_Is there anx-obﬂootionst 'Suqunsien 9f‘tho rales fer 1mmoaiat5
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SENATCR BURNS:
I move for aoceptance of the committee's favorable report and
passage of the bill.
THE CHAIR:

i
The question 1s on the acoeptance of the committes's faverabls
report and pmssage of the bill. Will you remark?
SENATOR BURNS:

Mr. President, ian moving for the acoeptance of the cemmittee!s
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report ‘and in urging the paasage of the bill, T would 1like to

apdln Ao 10
e T
=.

point out that in censidering the impertanse of this bill which
rould déesignate Conmectisut as the Gonstitution State; wo can take
the rest of it from the problems that are facing us tedsy snd look| -
ack on the.contributions that Connactieut has made to Hre Sonstie
tntional (indistinguishable). The rirst.wfittan constitution of
1&39 in t&é"bibaent United States, the fact that Comnestiout was

the only one in the original solonies not to aurronﬂer its royal

4:° when we comsider all of thses fawtors which wers oconsidered by our

ing one for the state of Commeotieut.
THE CHAIR:
Will you remark further, _If not, all those in favor will sige

B ’tommittoe, I think that the neue the Oonstitution State is a fite

¢4 mify by saying “aye", those opposed "no". The "ayes" nave it,
The b1ill is ordersd paassed ) “
i IHE CIERK:

~__ Calendar No. 500. File No, 193. Substitute for Homse Bii1 |
" ’f'g,
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FRIDAY - APRIL 24, 1959

! i YHE CLERK:

" Cal. No. 332. File KNo. 300.

s‘,. y H.B, No, 2190, An act concerning use of school grounds
and facilities.

Favorable report of the committee on Education.

] . THE SPEAKER:

LT

Gentleman from Windksor Locks.
MR+ BRODERICK: )
I move accéptance of the committee?s favorable report
and passage 6f the blll.
o " THE SPEAKER: _
{:*  ouestien 1s on acceptance and passage of the bill., Will

m poiamegmou -
S - Rty
1@»‘!—
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you remarks |

ﬂ‘?-hf‘

MRy 'ERODERICK:

;-E

a,& . This bil;l. adds to the present statutes concerning the use

Ko

46‘3 school Houses for other than school purposes when not in |

‘:e
\;@? us_efor schgol purposes. The local Board of Education will

wrr s .
= eTier

1y
o

Eyhave the au:l;hority to grant such permission. I ask that it
: | m;f;'"’be passed,
3 {

. . THE SPEAKER{
M 5'_{ i . Will iyo‘u;. remark further., If not, question is on acceptance
é 1 :of the committee!s favorable report and passage of the bill,
P y f Those in favor? Oppeosed? Bill is passed.
¢ mHE CLERK: | |
| i Cal. No. 333. File No. 302,

%
) iﬁ Sub. for H.B, No, 2847, An act concerning naming
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Connecticut the Constitution State.
Favorable report of the committee on State Development,
THE SPEAKER:
Gentleman from Guilford.
MR. ORCUTT:

I move acceptance of the committeets favorable report and
passage of the bill,

THE SPEAKER: _

Question 1s on acceptance and passage of the bill. Will
you remark,

MR: ORCUTT:

Here-in Connecticut on Jan, 14th, 1638 there was adopted
the fundaméntal order, the first written constitution known
to history that created a gofernment and marked the beginning
of American democracy. The spirit of the fundamental order
was that of a sérmon preached by Rev. Thomas Hooker a short
time before their adoption in the course of which he laid down
this propesition: !The foundation of authority is laid in the
free consént of ﬁhe-people*‘and he closed wifh a challenge
that God has given us liberty and let us take it! The people
of Connecticut have lived under a constitution longer than
the people of any other state. Almost 150 years after the
adoption of the fundamental orders of Connecticutts first
constitution it was the delegates of Connecticut to the
Continental Convention in Philadelphla who revolved the

formula for representation of the respective states in the

\
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Congress of the United States based upon the history and
experience of Connecticut., Therefore, 1t is fitting and

proper that the State of Connectlicut should be dedicated

O st L
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and known officlally as the Constitution State. Mr, Speaker,

- -

this blll had no opposition at the hearing, It was supported

¥ 'W‘ o=, -
cia Al . -

oy
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-

by several historians. It had the unanimous vete of the

. am’

committee and I urge its adoption.
THE SPEAKER3
The gentleman from East Haddam,

Atk

MRy BANNER: _
There is another thought in the change of name. You know,
Connecticut ig known as the Nutmeg State, and many people did

not like the name, I hope we adopt the motion.

THE SPEAKER:

Will you remark further. Gentleman from Westbrook.
MR: SCHLOSSBACH: _

I am also glad that no_lonéer can we perhaps call this
the Concrete Nutmeg Stateil
THE SPEAKER:

Gentleman from Earmington.

B e g A P O

-
-t

MR. NOYES:

T

o o

I am glad to support this blll and I hope we give the words

in this blll substance by acting as soon as possible to reduce

=B ol

the mambership in this WMf House in line with the Constitutiona

compromise referred to by the gentleman from Guilford.
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THE SPEAKER:

Gentleman from Newington.

MR, SATTER:

The reason I support this bill so heartily is not only
because by virtuous history are we deserving of this title
but because of our action over the years, and even more
recently as last Tuesday or Wednesday in this House when
we passed the landmark legislation which we did.
Connecticut truly is a state which has respected the
Constitution and also respected the essential rights and
liberties of our people, I honestly and trﬁly believe we
' deserve this wonderful title we have given to ourselwves,
and -I%m certaln we-shall continue to deserve it through the
years,

THE SPEAKER3: _ _

Wiil:yég remark further, Gentlemsn from Westbrook.
MR4=SGHLOSSBA6E3

If "the last éﬁeaker is referring to the passing of the
Court Bill, I would like to remind him
THE SPEAKER: _

I think the gentleman 1s out of order.

MR. SCHLOSSBACH: _

Sorry, Mr., Speaker, I don't think so0; he referred to the
Court Bill I assumed in his last statement.

THE SPEAKER:

Confine your remarks to the bill under discussion.
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MR. SCHLOSSBACH:

Then I would like to suggest, Mr. Speaker, that the last
speaker was out of orderli
THE SPEAKER: '
{1 " Will you remark further. If not, question is on acceptance X
of the committeels favorable report and passage of the bill. \

” Those in favor? Those opposed? §111 is passed.
|t THE CLERK: |
' 0&lv No. 334. File No. 363.

¢

R
Sk o : :

§§%§ HB, No,' 3472, An act concerning destruction .of documents,

; “-‘;‘i;‘ ~ .7.“ B v . i
7l Faverdple Peporf of the committee om Judiciary-and |

%ﬁ,{ Governmental Functions.

;}g THE SPEAKER:

The gentleman from Merlden.

I?ibve“the'aeceptance of the committeeas favorable report

: and passage of the bill.

Questioﬁ 15 on acceptance and passage. W1ll-you remark.
MR SHEA® ' - |
To be brief -I think that the words of the bill wlll best |
explain the contents of the bill, Page 2 of Flle 303 it says

i that the Town Clerk may with approval from the Commissioner
b of Documents destroy all documents in his custody which have
been recordéd in the land records of such town and after a

period of 3 years that elapsed -from date of such recording,
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