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Monday, May 20, 1957

Arml7

THIS the one? Excuse me, I think I'll go home.
MR. PADULA: (NORWALK) At Mr. Sheehan's desk.
Mr, Speaker, I'm here now. I move for the acceptance end

passage of the bill,

.Everyone wanted this bill. No opposition. I hope it passeg.

MR. SHEEHAN: (WEST HARTFORD)

This bill directs the Metropolltan District of West
Hartford to furnish a high level service to an arsa presently
not serviced by the Met. District in West Htfd. It will
prevent a fire hazard and a health hazard and wlll. epen up a
large area of W. Htfd. for future development.

THE SPEAKER:

"

Question 1s on acceptance and pa%sage. The 'ayes! have it.
Bill is passed. —
THE CIERK 3

cal. H431. H.B. No. 525, Reimbursing Vernon W, Pherson

for damage to personal property.
CLAIMS.
The bill was explained by Mr. Smith-of Hebron.
THE SPEAKER:
Will .you remark fukher. If not, question is on acceptance
and passage. The 'ayes' have it. The bill is passed.
THE CLERK :
Cal. Loy, File 1007. Sub. for H/B. No. 1421, Incorporat-

ing the Assodation of Winthrop Nelghbors, Incorporated.
INCORPORATIONS.
MR, PIPERB (EASTFORD)

T move for acceptamce and passage.

This act provides

N
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lDBK River known as Winthrop Into the Assoclation of Winthrop
A=18 | Neighbors, It cerries a referendum. Good bill., Hope it passes}

THE SPEAKER @

Remark further. If not, questlon is on acceptance and
passage. The 'ayes! have it. The bill is passed.
THE CLERK:

Cal. 1423, File 973. Sub. for H,B. No. 829. Concerning |

the relmbursement of the Benjamin Fitch Estate. j
CLAIMS.
MR, LITTIE (ROCKY HILL)

This b1l would reimburse the estate of Benjamin Fitch in
the amount of $50,000, -

The story on this blll dates back many years to the time
when the late Benjamin Fitch gave to the State a parcel of land
with buildings, for the purpose of establishing an 0ld Soldiers!
Home with the understanding that if the State ever abandoned the
property as a Soldler's Home, that it would revert to the heirs
of sald Benjamin Fitch. Some years later the govermment declared
theycould no longer continue the grant unless the State obtalned
complete control of the property without this residuary interest.
Believing there was no poasibllity of the property ever being
used for another purpose, William Maltby, then secretary to
Gov. Holcomb, prevailed upon the 91 year old Mr. Fitch to releasq
his interest.

Aftor a few more years during which the State contined to
receive the federal grant of $25,000 per year, the property was
abandoned and subsequently given to the town of Darien for a
housing development. The appraisal of the property at this time
was $50,000. The heirs felt that under the terms of the original
agreement this amount falrly belonged to them. The matter was
heard by a referee of the Superior Court who ruled in their favon,
whichwas upheld by the Judge of the Superier Court, btut upon ‘
being referred to the Supreme Court, the decision was 3 to 2 :
against the heirs.

sl tuation, has appeared at 3 sessions of the committee, and in
each case stated that had it not been for his enthusiasm as a

young lawyer to persuade old Mr. Fitch, that this case would ! 1
never have come before the Claims Committee,

Ex-chief Justice Maltby, the man responsible for this ///A

The Committee agrees with the Chief Justice that there is a o
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MAY 22, 1957

99

THE CLERK:
' Cal. No. 1378, File 1007, Substitute for House Bill 1421.

An Act incorporating the Association of Winthrop Neighboxrs,
incorporated. Favorable report, Incerporations,
fHE CHAIR: . |
The Senator from the 26th,
SENATOR SIBAL:
‘ Sir; I move for acceptance of the committee's favorable
report and paésage of the bill,
THE CHAIR:
‘ ' -Tﬁe éuestion is on acceptance of the committee's favorable
report aﬁd the passage of the bill, Will you remark?

SENATOR SIBAL:

# -
L

%

| This bill sets up ;his Association in the town of Deep
River and its express purpose is to provide for the health:
comfort, protection and convenience of the people within its
bounds; It-seggiﬁb certain running autherities which pertain

to these Banaﬁitsz~ It further provides for an appeal to the
Court of Common Pleaé of any one who is aggrieved by it and it
further ﬁravidgg that it shall not become law unless approved by
a majority of the ;eople living and owning property within the
bounds .of thd Assoclation. It's a good bill end should pags.
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THE CHAIR: )
" " Any further femarks? If not, all those in favor signify
by saying AYE, eontrary minés,‘NO. The "AYE's" have it and the
bill is passed. I

THE CLERK:

Cal, No. 1379, File 1003, Substitute for House Bill 668,

An Act aﬁthorizing the Pearce Comstruction Company to sﬁe the
State, Favorable ¥eport, General Law,

THRE BHAI&: '

‘_.Tﬁe Senator from the 12th,

SENATOR FILER:

ﬁf, Piesident, I move for acceptance of the committee's
favorable report and pa&sage of the bill.

THE CHAIR:

- ' qTﬁe éuestion is on acceptance of the committee's favorable
Feport and passage of the bill, Will you remark?

SBENATOR FILER: |

ﬁr; Pfesident, this would permit the Pearce Construction
Company to sue the State concerning disputes over certain drainage
bnd other problems in the building of the Hamden Child Study and
Treatment Home. It's a good bill and should pass.

THE CHAIR:- ’

- --qFﬁrther remarks? 1f not, all those in favor signify by
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INCORPORATIONS COMMITTEE
THURSDAY MARCH 28, 1957

Victor Dowling, 0138 Lyme (cont'd): ducing any amendatory
leglislation without prior consideration and
approval at an annual meeting. Thgt has not
been the situstion in this 1 8.p/§

Repe Larson: You don't think that this prior circumstance
that Miss-Canty talked about lndlcated prior
approval of that?

Victor Dowling, 014 Lyme?:! I think not. This all took
place prior to our meeting in June of 57
and 1t was specifically satated that no amenda-
tory legislation would be introduced without
prior apeciflc approval of the subject matter
we Introduced.

Rep. Larson: I'll just ask you one more question. We
have a certain time wlthin which to report thils
bill out. Would you ask our committee to hold
up, and you contact your psople, or would you
be agalnst such & proposal as that?

Victor Dowling, 01d Lyme: I think you didn't qulte under-
gtand our situation. We have an annual meeting
that now we must hold, as things stand now, on
the third Tuesday of June. Thls cannot be’
acted upon prior to that time.

Rep. Larson: All right, thank you. Anyone elge wish to
gpeak 1n opposition to the bill? The hearing
18 closed on House Bi)d 1418. We'll go next
to House Bill 1421.

H. Be 121 (Mrs. LaPlace & Mr. Larson) AN ACT CONCERNING
THE INCORPORATION OF THE ASSOCIATION OF WINTHROP
NEIGHBORS.

Ernest A. Inglis, Jr., Hartford: I am with the law firm
of Day, Rerry and Howard. I am the leglslative
agent who drafted thils up for legislation.

We have several smendments to offer at
this time, and I will turn them over to your
clerk. Most of them are merely technlcal
corpections, howsver, we have even downgraded
this b1ll from the very minimum restrictlons
that we had 1in originally. '

We do amend the aresa involved to make 1t

- ..-57-



INCORPORATIONS COMMITTEE
THURSDAY MARCH 28, 1957

Ernest 4. Inglis, Jr., Hartford (cont'd)s more accurate,
and I di1d want to make 'one further amendment.
I can either send 1t in to you or give 1t To
your secretary now.

Rep. Larson: 7You can send it in and also mention 1t brlefly.

Ernest A, Inglis, Jr., Hartford (cont'd)s Well, it's just
in regards to the area. -We're golng to knock
out Bahr Road because 1t bends around, and
just include one landowner. Thls 1s the west-
ern portion of Deep River and it's a natural
community. It has been an association for
many, wany yearsa, and people living In the
Winthrop area have always considered themselves
ag living in a communlty.

I wanted to point out that under our
amendments we not only insist on a majority,
that is in the referendum, but we are lnslst-
ing. that a majority of all wvoters in the ftown
and landowners also who are not voters must
approve thls before it becomes effective.

That 13, we could have a meeting and the major-
1ty could approve and that might not be enough
providing 1ts majority of all the legal voters
in this area plus the landowners who are not
voters--~that is who live outslde.

We have one other major amendment, and
that is we're asking for exceptions to the
above restrictlions that may be granted in
individusl Instances upon the approval of a
majority present at any annual meeting provid-
ing a petition for sald exceptlon or varlance
has been presented to the presiding officer
thirty days prior to sald annual meeting. That
is, if we find that these restrictions are too
strict In any indilvidual case that a varlance
may be allowed, so it's very hard for me to
conceive a hardship.

Chr. Larson: You're talking in general, not to a speclific
- property owner but in general jyour dumping or
something like that? You're not referring %o
‘one gpecific landowner, are you?
Ernest A. Inglis, Jr., Hartford: There is a part %o amend
the zoning ordinance and so forth, but I was

_58_



INCORPORATIONS COMMITTEE
THURSDAY MARCH 28, 1957

Ernest A. Inglis, Jr., Hartford (cont'd): speaking now
of what any town that has zoning would be
comfortable to ‘or zoning board of appeals,
but it would be a majorlty of those present.

I am thinking of an instance where a man owns
ten acres and he would llke to put a Connectl-
cut Company bus up in thHe middle of this ten
acres on a lake and use 1t as a flishling shack.

Now, one of our few restrictlons 1ls floor
space of a dwelling house. It has to be 719
square feet. Under our amendment, you have
five years in which to get to that 719 square
fost.

Rep. Bentley: That isn't very much, 719 square feet.

Ernest A. Inglis, Jr., Hartford: Well, X've never seen
anything quite this low, but we want to knock
out just plain shacks but. we didn't want o
keep anyone from bullding their own home and
starting a small area. As you see, thls 1s
a real minimum restriction, but all we want
to do is protect this area from real nulsances
or offensive industry and keep out shacks.

If you'll read through 1t you'll see 1t's
minimum all the way through. We would allow
industry as long as there 1s a one hundred
foot sideline or rear llne; restaurants have
to have a thousand square feet; we do not allow
hotels as we could see no way of passing on
good hotels and bad hotels; we don't have
traller camps and so forth, but I drafted thls
after there had besn several dlscusslons of
the exlating association that want to do some-
thing and I got the impresslon they wanted 1t
minimum and they didn't want to deprlve anyone
of their property rights, but they did want
to protect thelr land values to some extent.
Do you have any questions on the provis-
iona?

Rep. Larson: Just specifically on that wvarlance. I assume
that, I think you have your spot zoning buainess
and I agsume there would be a way to appeal to
a court by an adjacent landowner.

Ermest A. Inglis, Jre., Hartford: Yes, any actlon taken
may be appealed immedlately to the Superlor

_5@_
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INCORPORATIONS COMMITTEE

MARCH 28, 1957

Ernest A. Inglis, Jr., Hartforé (cont'd): Court and

Rep. Plper,

Rep. Marsh,

we glve that fact, and I didn't put In
reasonable here because I didn't think 1t

was necessary. We're not zoning up, you

see, this is only going down. This 1s allow=-
ing somsebody to a slight varlance from the
very low minimum requirements that we have
established.

The major objectlon we got from anyone,
and I can state an overwhelming majorlty in
this area la for thla, was the ildea of not
being able to build a home by starting out
with two or three rooms and then golng larger
so we did change the bill to allow a period
of five years tq extend your house to the
minimum square footage.

Eastford: I just thought of a horrible thing,
supposing you got to the £ifth ysar and you
were broke and you hadn't met the requlrement,
now what happens to that half-built house?

Redding: You'd have to go far & varlance
under that condition.

Ernest A. Inglia, Jr., Hartford: Yes, I think you would,

and that's one reason we wanted that in. I
would assume that the assoclatlon wouldn't
be too hard on somebody who momentarlly found
themselves 1n a position where they could not
expand, but there aren't many homes that are
pullt that are less than 719 square feet.
This is %o keep out shacks and Quonset Hut
type buildinga‘which'we.5peeifically state.
Are there any other questlons? I have
two people with me today, and I'd like to
call Mr. Zimmerman, the preslident of the
agsoclation.

Williem J. Zimmerman, Deep River: I am the present presl-

dent of the associa%lon. There ian't much
that T can say that hasn't been covered by

Mr. Inglis, but I might just say this. The
Winthrop area 1s a very old area and 1t's very
urbene, in faet it's so far out in the woods
my own father, flve mlles away, Says, "Wha t
are you dolng way out thére™. The purpose

~60-
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THURSDAY MARCH 28, 1957

William J. 2Zimmerman, Reep River (contd): of this

bill is to keep it more or less Iin that
respect and we are trylng to prevent junk
yards from developlng and sewage disposals
of any kind and so forth. A%t times people
might say, "We'll take it way out In the
woods and dump it". We've also mentioned
anything of an objectionable cdor or anything
1ike that, but all this has been included In
the bill so there 13 no point in my golng
over that.

T might just say that at the meeting
that we had Monday night, a letter was sent
around to all the property owners that we
could get from the tax lists, and at the
meeting we had thlrty-seven people. Four of
the people were in oppositlion. This is Just
trylng to analyze the situatlon a little blt..
I think the opposition is trying to do exactly
the same thing that we're trying to do. They
want to leave things exactly as they are, but
they want to go one step father...they don't
sven want to have any laws to make them stay
exactly as they are, and we would like to have
something to back us up to keep us in the
situation that we are now l1n.

Rep. Piper, Eastford: How many proper ty owners are there?

willtam J. Zimmermen, Deep Rlver: We sent out 187 letters
so 1t's very close to that number.

Rep. Piper, Eastford: At thls meeting there werse only 57%

William J. Zimmerman, Deep River: It's such a rural area
there are property owners-all over the country.
There are & lot of people from New York that
have homes there.

Rep. larson: How much notice did you glve them?

Ernest A. Inglis, Jr., Hartford: As far as this one meeting
js concerned, I asked anyone that mlght be
opposed to please come and let me know so the
meeting was more or less to iron out to those
who were against it. I wanted to explain %o
them how it would help them and not hurt them.
There was only four days notlce, however, there
13 a present assoclatlon of thls same merit

—ba -
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THURSDAY MARCH 28, 1957

Ernest A. Inglis, Jr., Hartford (cont'd): incorporated
but T want to make that over and get a new
corporation, and this has been discussed in
that group three or four times, in fact,
geveral times.

Rep. Sweeton, Canton: This doean't carry the power to
collect dues. -

Ernest A. Inglis, Jr., Hartford: I assume that nominal
dues could be charged to carry expsnses. It
1s primarily going to be & negative group rather
than a positive group. They aren’t golng to be
doing a lot of work. The regulations are here
and, as you see, they really are minimum. I
can't think of anything in here that I certalnly
would not want on property next to me, and for
that reason I don't think you'd have too much to
worry aboutb.

Rep. Reed, Bethel: Have you any zonlng ln your town?

Ernest A. Inglis, Jr., Hartford: No, we do not. This
almost isn't zoning because any zoning would
have this residential. We'd allow all sorts
of things that zoning would not allow.

Rep. Larsonz Anyone elsg’ wish to speak in favor of House
B1ll 1421¢%

James McGregor, Deep River: I am a resident of the area
: we are dliscussing, this belng the Winthrop
area of Deep River. I would like to speak in
favor of this b1ll and to say that I believe
that the majority of the people 1In the area
are in favor of 1%, as you have already heard.
T might also state that I have a latter
from one man who resides in New York Clty.
He stated in his letter that he was very interestad
in this; he was entirely in fawvor of it and
very hopeful that he would hear that it would
go through, so that at least one of those who
reside part of the time outside of the area
was interested and is in favor of 1b.
One thing hagn't been mentioned and that
13 to why this has come up, and John (Mr., Iarson)
perhaps you should tell me whether it's necessary
to take up the committee's time to mention the
reason why this has all come up, Or perhaps you

b2



TNCORPORATIONS COMMITTEE
THURSDAY MARCH 28, 1957

James McGregor, Deep River (cont'd): can give it to
them when you have your eXecutlve sesslon.
I do want to say that I hope your
committee will be in favor of this bill.

Rep. Piper, Bastford: XI'd like to agk one questione..
Tf thaere is to be a referendum, and that 1f
a majority of the people vote for this then
it takes effect?

James McGregor, Deep River:t Yes, I think it's in Sectlon
1

Ernest A. Inglis, Jr., Hartfond: Yes, and I go further
in the .amendment. We originally had 1%t a
majority of those present, andnnow we have
a majorlty of everybody, and they can vote
elther presently or by proxy, 8O wo 11 get a
vote from just about everybody. -

Rep. Larson: Is there anyone else to speak in favor of
this bi11? 1Is there anyone opposed? If no%,
7111 oall the hearing on House Bill 1421w
cloged. We'll next go to House B1l1l 1790

H. B, 179q/?Mr. Terrell) AN ACT AMENDING THE CHARTER COF
THE WINTON PARK ASSOCIATION, INCORPORATED.

Rep. Larson: 1I'll hear first those people in favor of
the bill.

Norwick Goodspeed, Falrfleld: 1 am_appearing as attorney,
secretary and leglslatlve agent for the Winton
Park Association, which 13 a neighborhood
association of residents in Falrfleld. There
are about thirty-five famllles involved who
own property totaling about seventy acres,

a small nelghborhood area in the town of
Fairfield.

We have a charter which was enacted in
1937 by the legislaturse. It has been amended
once in 1949, at which time our restricted
covenants were renewed, and we now come before
you with some further amendments all of which
are pretty routine and are non-controveralal.

Sectlion a of the blil, a3 you can 8368,
simply specifies partlcular powers to be

b3 -




