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JUDLICILARY COMMITTEE

TUESDAY ' , ' MARCH 15, 1955
Chairmen Pruyn & Longo, presiding
lMembers present: Sen. Sweeney
Rep. Cady, Conard, Pope, Eielson, Welles,
Bruno, Schlossbach, Burnham, Curran,
Parker, Googel, Fisk & Pinney

Rep. Pruyn: We shall first take up the bazaar and raffle bills,
and hear from those in favor of these bills first.

AN ACT CONCERNING BAZAARS AND RAFFLES

H

. B. No. 586 Healey

8. B. Wo. 607 & Whelan - AN ACT COUCERNING BINGO, BAZAARS AND
RAFFLES

5. B. No. 857%£fWhelan - AN ACT CONCEINING BAZAARS AND RAFFLES

H, B. No. 7 fﬁMopsik & Demuth - AN ACT CONCERNING BAZAARS AND
RATFLES

H. B. No. lSZyiﬂSerena - AN ACT CONCERNING GAMIS OfF CHANCH

H, B, No, 1078J; Testa ~ AN ACT COMCERNING BAZAARS AND RAFIELES

. B. No. l55hwé£8imko ~ AN ACT CONCLENING BAZAARS AND RAFFLES

H. B. No. 1555 - Schlossbach - Al ACT CONCERNING BAZAARS AND
RAFFLES

H

£

sen. Whelan, 22nd Distrigt - I am the sponsor and speak in favor
of S. B. 857./ This bill is designed to establish
methods of raising funds for non-profit organizations.
It provides that permits be secured by the organiza-
tion holding the bagaar. It limits the operation of
a bazaar to 10 days in any one year. The raffles per-
mit would not exceed three months and merchandise
prizes not to exceed $350. The organization must
have been organized for two years. There is a new
protection requiring the organization to file a re-
port within 90 days after completion of the raffle,
the original copy going to the permit issuing author-
ity, one copy to the State Police and one copy to the
Town Clerk. This eliminates any possibility or promo-
tion of racketeering. There is also a local option
feature allowing each town and city to decide whether
or not they desire to participate in it. The legis-
lature has not the right to deny any town the right
to determine if they want to have bazaars and raffles.
I believe that if this committee fails to adopt this
bill, they are denying the people of our state of
their rights. The majority of our citizens did not
believe that in running a raffle they were violating
the law. I urge a favorable report by this committee.




e
HJe

JUDICIARY o . | MARCH 15, 1955

It has the consent and approval of the majority of
our citizens. ‘

' b
Rep. Schlossbach, Westbrook: I am sponsor of H. B. 1555, which
I believe will be a bill that will lend itself to
passage by your committee. I would like to say that
in drawing up this bill, an attempt has been made to
face every possible safeguard against the so-called
gambling aspect of the law which is the one feature
of the bill, We are offering a substitute bill which
in effect is the same as 1555 except that it does
have one further safeguard and it follows the state-
ment "The promotion and operation of said bazsar and/or
raffles shall be confined solely to the duly qualified
members of the sponsoring organigzations. The change
follows, '"No such member or members shall receive any
revenue'. Otherwise the bills are identical., It
seems that everyone is afraid that we are going to
open the door to gambling and that the racketeers are
going to invade our state., I do not believe racketeers
are interested in bazaars or raffles. I would be the
first to stand here and speak and work against horse
racing and pari-mutual betting and those of us who
were in the last session and those on the sub~committee
know that the cost to the state of Connecticut would
be a great many times more than anything they gained
by revenue, If this were a horse racing bill I would
speak against it because 1 am not in favor of legalized
gambling, We have a neighboring state which has had
this experience under its bazesars and raifles law,
In New Jersey there were 15,000 organizations licensed
for the first time. OFf that 6000 were churches, 2400
volunteer fire departments, 2000 veterans' organiza-
tions and the balance different charitable agencies. !
In the state of New Jersey 947,676 voted for their 1
bazaar bill as against 347,818, Of the 567 communities |
535 voted to permit these raffle and bazaar games. |
I believe we have placed in our bill every possible
safeguard against that particular thought that the
racketeer or gambler is going to take over the state.
If each town has the right to decide for itself whether
or not they want it, the people will speak as they have
done in the past. 1 can understand the feelings of a
great many persons who are connected with our religious
organizations, but I believe that the people of the
state of Connecticut have no fear of the raffles and
‘bazaar bill. I believe it can work and work honestly
with the safeguards we have placed in it. I hope you
will bring out a favorable revort on it. ,

4
Rep. Testa, Windsor: I am sponsor of a bill, H. B. 1078, I
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concur with the remarks of Senator Wheland and lr.

Schlossbach, Various organizations approached me

in support of this and I conducted a survey of my

own. I am opposed to horse racing and pari-mutual

betting for I feel it will invite the gangsters in-

to the state, Ify bill is the same as that of the

senator and representative who have just spoken.

It was the same four years ago when the legislature

passed it and was sent to the governor. I have in-

cluded one restriction. I contacted three organiza-

tions in the city of Hartford conducting weekly bingo

games. They pointed out they have entertained 13,000

people. Seventy-five percent of the participants are

28 to 65 years of age. I talked with them and they

are in favor. I talked to the mothers and grand-

mothers and also asked what their average of expendi-

tures were each week and it was 52 to 3. They feel

you are taking away their relaxation. The restriction

in my bill, the ten year rule, is to strike out fly by

night organizations. I have found organizations that

band together and call themselves social clubs. I do |

not feel that this type of organization should be per-

mitted. I want to point oult that in my town I had L

7 letters in opposition with no explanation but that ‘

they did not want gambling. There were over 60 letters

in favor and they have taken the time to go into detail

as to why they were in favor. I approached the Police

Department and they report that of the 13,000 people |

playing bingo where there is a policeman on duty, there |

was not one disturbance. If we are to deny the people

in the State of Connecticut we aretaking away the very ‘

same freedom we have fought for. I would be the first |

one to fight against legalized gambling and I hope t

your comnittee will come out with one bill to give 3

back the right to the various towns to conduct bazaars

and raffles., I have listened to both sides and the ;

majority are in favor of this bill and I have acted |

with their wishes. I merely question the right of the

General Assembly to take the right away from the citi-

zens of Connecticut and I hope you will come out with ‘

a favorable bill, j
|

Rep, Mopsik, Plainfield: I have H. B. % which is the same thing
and I agree with the gentlemen who previously spoke.
This bill is one of the first to be introduced and it |
has everything that the others have. Whether it is a
good thing or bad, L do not know, When I put it in i
T thought it was a good bill., T hope that this com- : f
mittee will consider the bazaars and raffles bills i
and if they find my bill is good, they will give it
considerable looking over and find a way to pas the
bill. I have another bill, H. B. 8 = AN ACT CONCERNING
BINGO PRIZES, which my colleague and I introduced. ]
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This would permit us to legalize bingo. It would be
quite a revenue for the state and we feel the bill
would do a lot of good to different organizations
because several years ago I operated a bingo for
the American Legion and I know how much it helped us.

Rep. Lewis, Danbury: I have a letter here from the Volunteer
Fireman's Association of the town of Danbury which
I have been requested to read to your committee:
TAt the ]anudry meeting of the Volunteer fireman's
Association the town of anbury, representing the
five volunbeer companies of the town, it was voted
unanimously to urge you to support the bazasr and
raffle bill swonsored by the Conngctlcut btate Fire~
man's Association. This bill is S. B. 857vand H. B.
1555$’ In addition to the endorsement of the Connecticut
State IMireman's Association, it is also endorsed by
the Connecticut Fire Chiefs Association and the
Connecticut Uniformed Firemens Association, in all,
representing 26,000 Connecticut firemen. Thanking
you again for all the interest you have displayed in
the welfare of the volunteer firemen, we remain
Francis R. O'Hara, President™,

sen. Heinhard, 23rd Dlstrlc 1 rlse today in supporty of 5.

B. 657 ‘and H., B. l555 The statistics given the
committee by Rep. uchiossbach point out that we in
the legislature should not foist upon the people of
Connecticut the will of the minority. Under these
bills we give the people of the various towns the
right to decide whether or not they wish to partici=-
pate in bazaars and raffles., I think that New Jersey
presents enough evidence that we can, with proper
safeguards, conduct bazaars and raffles.

Mr,. Curtin, Newtown: My volunteer firemen have agked me to
say that we are supporting H. B. 15554

Rep. Simko, Bridgeport: 1 am sponsor of H. B, 1554.” It has
been my experience that not other bill has brought

s0 much individual response from the people in my city.
I see nothing wrong in it, no moral danger, even with
the arguments ag alnst I just want to say that this
will be a help to many people of the state and the
group here bddbre you opposing it - if they would
direct their interest to other crimes, they would be
of more service to the state of Connecticut.

Rep. Cutler, Newtown: I favor 8. B. 857. At bhe present time

Section 703 makes bingo legal and 1 do not see why
bazaars and raffles cannot have the same treatment.

Rep. Jos. Reath, Durham: I wish to register in favor of H. B. ?
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7 and H., B. 1555 and echo the sentiments of Sen.
Whelan and Rep. 3chlossbach. From my canvass of the
program in my town it is two to one in favor.

Rep. Kirker, Norwich: It seems that there are two points in-

volved - one is morals and the other is morale. There
is quite a difference between the two. The bills be-
fore you are good bills in a way, but I would still
like to see your committee come out with a bill which
would be fair to all people of the state. No one has
a right to deny a referendum to the people on a great
a legislation that is facing you. Many people will
say it is wrong morally, and I defy you to find any-
thing in the Scriptures that deny gambling. I say

it is our duty to come out with a good bill with safe-
guards in it and give to the people of the state what
they are looking for.

Francis R. Burnes, chairman of the Legislative Committee,

Connecticut I'iremen's Association: I am here to sup-
port H. B. 1555.and S. B. 857. The passage of these
bills will prevent professional gamblers., The safe-
guards will assure that all organizations will be re-
quired to make strict accounting to public agencies;
only authorized members of non-profit organizations
will be permitted to participate in any bagzaar or
raffle and no private profit will be permitted, so
that all proceeds will go into desirable projects.
Under stringent controls it would harness the natural
urge to wager into constructive channels,

John Moehring, Stamford, Connecticut State Firemen's Association:

It is quite confusing when we come up every two years
and hear told that if we legalize this raffles and
bazaars bill we will have a lot of lotteries run by
racketeers., I think it is very stupid to hear people
say that once it is legalized the racketeeers will
come in. I am sure that if we pass a bill where
raffles will become legal, the numbers racket and the
bookies will not get the money. As far as racketeers
are concerned, we have in the city of Stamford bazaars.
About two years ago a traveling carnival came into
town from Louisiana and took $75,000 out of the city.
Crooked games and games of skill accounted for the
carnival's success. Last year the association should
have had 20 new organigzed fire stations., During this
time we had only one. Why?Y You talk about taxes -
we cannot go to a town meeting and ask for it. We
have to start a fire department first, so in the old
days we would run a raffle to get started and perhaps
afterwards the town would come through with the money.

The one department organized last year - the only one -
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was a paid fire department in the city of New Britain.
We hear so much about gambling. You have gamblin in
every city of the state right now. The stock market
goes up and down. They call it speculating. How
about cards. The state of New Jersey who has a com-
mission to control bazaars and raffles are now getting
orepared to make card parties legal. Lots of people

do not consider cards gamblina, but a poker game will
be raided. If they arrest Lellows for playlnf poker,
why cant' they arrest them for playing pinochle.

You can make a bet on this too. I would like to quote
an article from one of the papers in Bridgeport. 1In
195L the Red Cross only collected $119,000. The people
are being tired of solicitation. And also the state-
ment that firemen are mixed up with rackets - firemen
are accused of playing with the underworld. The fellows
who want legalized gambling are not racketeers. At
some of the church carnivals, who did they get to run
the money wheels - the firemen.

Joseph F. Farr, pre31dent of the Connecticut State Fire Associa-

tion: We favor 857.-and 15554 The volunteer firemen

need support and hope your committee will be generous

enough to give it to them. |

John F. Delaney, Rau Locke Post, American Legion: Wish to go on
record in favor of 5, B 586<§’We have heard some
lengthy speeches and I am not going to repeat them.
This bill makes raffles and bazaars optional, reguires
licensing and requires records., The people who oppose
this seem to be hiding their heads in the sand. I
think the big thing is to control these raffles and
bazaars so that they will not get into the hands of
professional gamblers.

Henry T. Pinchera, Department Commander, Veterans of Foreign
Wars: The veterans organization would spend thousands
and thousands of dollars for rehabilitation work., We
certainly spend money on the patients in veterans hos-
pitals throughout the state and we find it difficult
to continue on the good work of taking care of the
veterans in hospitals throughout the state and New :
ngland because of financial trouble. We believe that 3
with controlled legalized bazaars and raffles, and we ‘
are opposed to horse r301ng and pari-mutual, it would
assist greatly in raising money to carry on the work.

Edward McKean, Uniformed Fire blghters of Comnecticut, represent-
1ng all the paid firemen of Connecticut: ﬁe favor
3. B. 857vand H. B, 1555.7 In spite of the fact that
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paid firemen do not have the same problem that vol-
unteer firemen do, we feel we have a tremendous

stake in this particular bill., #Host oi our large
towns have adopted mutual aid agreements. They pro-
vide that in the case of conflagration or other emer-
gency they will be called in to contribute. The cold
war state which we are in now has accentuated this
type of agreement. It is not unusual to find paid
firemen using equipment belonging to volunteer fire
companies. It is a matter of self preservation that
we support these bills and it is the only way we can
get our equipment. The author of this law never in-
tended to prevent charitable organizations to raise
money for worthy causes., 1 think the only reasonable
objection that could possibly be raised is that if
there was a failure to provide adequate safeguards.
These bills provided that and the volunteen firemen
have dedicated their lives to protect lives and
property. It is most unfair to deny them this right.

Edward Lettick, Department Commander, representing the legis-
lative committee of the Department of Connecticut,
Jewish War Veterans of the United States: We favor
the adoption of S, B. 607vwith the exception of Sec- -
tion 4. We recommend that section 4 be changed to
read "Any veterans organization must have been or-
ganized for not less than three years and any other
organization or group must have been organized for il
not less than five years prior to its application for .
a permit under this section.” In addition the bill

should incorporate the following: Promotion =-"The

promotion and operation of such bingo, bazaar or .
raffle shall be confined solely to the qualified i
members of the sponsoring organization, who shall :
receive no compensation of any kind for such promo-
tion and operation. Funds derived from bingos, bazaars
or raffles shall be used exclusively for the purpose
for which the sponsoring organization was organized.

No person under the age of twenty-one years shall
sponsor, conduct or operate any olngo, bazaar or raf-
fle,? We are opposed to that pdrt of Section 6 re-
ferring to U"Class D" permits. Many organizatians

might conduct monthly drawings at its meetings for
their own membership. Class "D permits as written
would preclude the holdlng of more than three darwings
a year,

L. B. Butler, Senior Vice Commander, American Legion, Department
of Connecticut: We wish to go on record favoring

the bazaars and raffles bills, We do not take a spec1flc i
stand on any one bill but urge your favorable support.
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Rep. Curran, Bridgeport: Although I am a member of this com-

mittee, I am also legislative chairman of the Bridge-
port Veterans Council and legislative chairman of

the Catholic War Veterans. These various veterans
organizations are unanimously in favor of a local
option bill which would give each community the op-
portunity to pass on it to help them carry on their
great rehabilitation work among the veterans and or-
phans and widows. I see nothing immoral in it if it
is run with the proper safeguards and controls.

loel Henry, West Haven Fire Department: We favor 857 ‘and 15550

Back in 1907 funds were raised from bazaars, raffles
and carnivals for our fire department and it was
finally turned over to the district, but in outlying
sections of the towns other fire departments need to
be started, and these bills would help.

William Canty, Executive Board of the State Firemen's Association:

We favor S. B. 857vand H. B. 1555¢ At a meeting last
night in Litchfield County there were over 136 members
present who went in favor. ‘

Chrmn,., Longo: I think we have heard enough from the proponents

of this. We will now hear from the opponents.

Watson, 4th District: I am opposed to any one of these

bills. We already have a law on our books, Section
703 of the General Statutes. In that law there are
all the safeguards that are presented in these bills
and if I am correctly informed, there are two cities
in the state that are overrun with bingo that do not
meet the statutes.

Bauver, 5th District: 1 oppose legalized raffles in the

state. Raffles and other money games of gambling are
the snad lot league of bigger operations. To legalize
gambling is to encourage it; to encourage it is to
broaden its scope. I am sympathetic towards churches,
fire departments and charitable institutions but I am
opposed to the spread of gambling.

Lawrence, Bast Windsor: In my town six out of a total of

seven chruches are in opposition to any gaming legali-
zation. That is enough for me. I hope you will give
an unfavorable report. '

Grab, Canterbury: The P. T. A. has sent me a petition and

all are opposed to these bills,

Finney, 36th District: You have in times past confused ne,
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and some of these people do. They tell you they are
opposed to gambling and yet under certain auspices
it -is all right. It seems in the past six vears we
have talked about the geinless way to collect money.
The Red Cross and Community Chest do not need to run
gambling. 1 am not opposed to fire departments or
churches but I think my job is to support them volun-
tarily. 1 do not think it is my job to encourage
people to look for the fast buck. Let's not put
charitable and educational institutions in the same
category as gambling.

Rep. Mastrbpietrd, Nauvgatuck: It seems to me that the religious

basis comes in but regardless of religious faith, I
am in opposition. WNothing can be accomplished from
these bills. I know of instances where families have
been deprived of food and clothing because some mem-
ber has been placing bets on horses or bazaars or
raffles. As an individual 1 want to state that I
have been & victim of horse racing. I have learned
my lesson., ['or this reason I know of housewives,

and I can verify it, who have taken their husband's
money just to play bingo. I have representation from
my home town and I ask that the committee vote un- -
favorably on these bills.

Rep. Sweeton, Canton: I would like to go on record against all

of the bills easing the gambling laws and providing
for the expansion of lotteries, raffles, bingo and
other games of chance for charitable and other purposes.
I have received numerous requests from my constituents
to appear against these bills and I am also expressing
- my own personal convictions. My reasons are that I

believe it is possible to find better ways of raising
money for charity and other purposes. It is not for
the best interests of the state or county to encourage
our people to squander their money on gambling games,
All of these bills may look innocent enough, but they
constitute a first step, a toe in the door, so to
speak, toward breaking down our legal restraints on
gambling. We hope for unfavorable action.

Rep. Holt, Newington: I have received practically no requests

from our community in support but many, many requests
from the people asking me to oppose the bills. I know
of no churches who are in favor of these bills so I

do not know why they are listed. I think the fire
departments should be supported by public funds rather
than raffles.

Rep. Walker, Bastford: I am in opposition to these bills. The
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churches do not need them the fire companies do
not need them and the otate does not need themn.

_ Rep. Minor, Plymouth: I think we would regret to read on the
front pages of the press that the legislature had
legalized the gaming laws in the state. We are very
much concerned with juvenile delinguency and to think
that we would spread that kind of news before thou-
sands of young boys and girls! It would be unthinkable
to me. : :

Rep.  Buarez, Cheshire: I would like to register my opposition
to all these bills.

Rep. Paul Andrews, Cheshire: The people of Cheshire have urged
me to go on record as opposing any relaxation of our
present laws. Letters, telegrams and phone calls have
indicated clearly the sentiment of many of the voters
in our town. I, therefore, strongly urge that your
committee report unfavorably on any and all blllS
which pertain to thls matter.

Rep. Welles, Vernon: Opposed to all the bills. I feel gambling
demoralizes our youth.

Mrs, John Luther, West Hartford, PTA Association of Connecticut:
This is the only legislation we oppose in its entirety.
Money can be raised without resulting to games of
chance., School children will be exposed to gambling
by selling raffle tickets and we do not want that in
the state of Connecticut. Let's don't have gambling.

Loyd Worley, Connecticut Council of Churches: We are opposed to
these bills. We do not charge that these people are
serving the purposes of the gambling underworld. We
admit the volunteer firemen need help, but we believe
there are better ways to obtain these objectives.
Groups like the P. T. A, and I have a letter from the
Connecticut Chiefs of Police Association indicating

a stand against this. The Grange - there are 900 of
them - and not one of them want these bills. We do
not speak for every individual; they speak for them-
selves. Why do churches object? Back in the Mosaic
law there is the plain statement against stealth.

It is a modified form of stealing; and gambling is
making a promise, holding a hope which is only a dis-
pair to the great majority. Another thing in the
bible - about the strong bearing the burdens of the
weak. We are considerate for the people who have not
the strength of character to resist. This method !
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the Red Cross. These organizations are approved

by responsible citizens. Certainly there is no
argument in gambling if the Red Cross did not go
over the top in Bridgeport. This so-called local
option feature is a snare and delusion. You are
using terms which are not based in fact. Anyone

can get 5% of the electors for almost anything.

A legislative body like you ought to deal with this
and deal with it right. We have all these people

in favor of it who say the law is not being enforced
now. How can they expect it will be better if they
legalize it? Gambling is recognized as questionable,
as another evil by 47 of the 48 states. Nevada is
called a sodden state. The public is complaining of
bogus charity drives., This is a special privilege
for certain groups, many of whom do not want it.

It is a growing cancer. We were told in 1939 that
nothing else would be asked for and now they come
back and ask for more. That is the trouble with
this gambling business. You are faced with an un-
happy decision among the citizenry. Look into this
legislation - it would not be here if it had not
been for history, if it had not been for sad exper-
ience why 47 of the L4L& states had it recalled.

Those of you who are Republicans know that your
leader, Gov. Lodge, did his duty by vetoing it.
Those of you who are democrats may well remember
that the first inroads of race track gambling was
vetoed by Gov. Wilbur Cross.

mith, Suffield Academy, Suffield: I wish to refrain

from taking up the time devoted to the hearing on

the various bills concerning gambling, but I want to
register my opposition to all these bills on one
point: As a teacher in Connecticut schools for more
than 35 years, 1 protest the encouragement of our
youth to believe in the false principle that it is
possible to get something for nothing. For the state,
through its legislature, to promote this principle is
deplorable, and more especially because the victims
of these bills are, and will continue to be, the ris-
ing generation. 1 am also opposed to that feature of
some oif these bills which confers the responsibility
of deciding legalizing of bhingo, raffles, etc. upon
the individual towns, which is simply "passing the
buck?. The problem is now in the lam of the legis-
lators. They should not side step the problem but
have the courage to solve it.

<

L. P. Clarke, Chairman, New London Association of the Congrega-
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tion of Laymen: There are 19/ laymen opposed to any
relaxation of our gambling laws. L believe that each
and every one of us should support our volunteer fire
companies through taxation, and I believe they are
essential. L would dso like to say in the matter of
charities, if you have money to give to charity you
should give it directly to the charities where the
money will do more good.

William L. Hawkins, LExecutive Committee, Bridgeport Chamber of
Commerce: We are certainly opposed to these gambling
bills,

Rev., Fred Wilkins, Waterbury: There have been many references
to the bills .discussed here today. I am a practical
man and as a citizen of Waterbury, I decided to do a
little investigating on my own and I went down to the
local bingo parlors and when I found some paying off
in cash, 1 realized it was against the law. The story
will be in the Waterbury papers this weekend. This
one particular parlor is a large one with professional
setup. There are five sponsoring organizations, com-
posed of churches, veterans groups, etc., They get
about 10% of all proceeds. 1 checked with the local
police and they told me there is no real way of check-
ing the amount of money taken in. What do we have?
We have a law with reference to bingo. WwWhat do your
police say? There is something on the record from
our superintendent of police in Waterbury - Usald law
as written is next to unenforcible”, No local fire
department has individual equipment to run these
things, so they invite in the professionals. As a
pastor, 1 am not interested in talking only as they
affect my people and I wish to say that I have found
people in churches who are addicts. They spend %10 to |
wl5 a day on bingo parties. I feel that these gambling 3
bills will undermine our society. I also feel that it

is ilmproper to compare gambling with the stock market,

The stock market is one of our basic economic life.

The moral implication - this is to get something for

nothing. This is in direct opposition to the basic

philosophy of our Lord Jesus Christ. The point is

raising money = 1f some of the fire departments are

having trouble raising money, I would like to help

them with it. I will stend right here and say now,

if anyone in this hall would like to donate to our fire
departments, I will accept the money and see that they

get not just 10% but all of what was given to me. Just

this week we raised $20,000 from average workers for a

little church in Bakerville which had burned down.

I realize there are many for and against and 1 am per-
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sonally agaihst. If you recommend that these bills
go through, I hope you will tighten them up a great
deal,

Second Selectman, town of Lisbon: Also speaking for the volun-

teer fire department. Thursday night at a meeting

a great majority of the fire department opposed these
bills. Our department is run by the town and supported
by the town. When we started to have raffles and
bazaars, everyone felt that through town taxation it
could be paid for, '

Rep. Donaldson, Wilton: T have received many communications,

all of which are opposed to this bill. Inasmuch as I
am a representative, 1 am opposed to them also.

William A. Dower, Hartford Chamber of Commerce, Retail iMerchants

Association, also president of the Chamber of Commerce
Managers group in Connecticut: Our objections on the
bills are based on economic grounds, not moral. Any
relaxation of the gambling laws now in the statutes
would be bad, even though the relaxation is minor,

I would suggest that you cannot have a little cancer =
you are either well or infected.

flev. Howard Orr, Bridgeport, chairman of a statewide independent

organization called the Connecticut Committee Upposed
to Legalized Gambling: The arguments have been many
and long and you have heard all of them. We are sym-
pathetic with the people who try to do what is right,
but I am a simple pastor and I know that enough re-
laxation of these laws is going to lead to disaster.

Jud, pastor of the First Congregational Church, West
Haven, speaking in behalf of the New Haven Council of
Churches: We live in a town with the biggestamusement
park in the state and a town which bears the scars in
its morality and politics of the gambling problem.
Because we are concerned about the morals and politics
of our community, we voice our opinion strongly against
the relaxation of the gambling laws. Our opposition

in particular is based on many reasons, both philosophi-
cal and practical. 1 - We are opposed to the relaxa-
tion of the gambling laws because we believe that
gambling supports a false philosophy of life, namely,
that you get something for nothing. It teaches people
to rely on chance rather than industry and thrift and
leads to dishonesty and undermining of character. It
is hard work which built our country and the strength
of a man's life and the strength of our nation's life
is in character, not chance or circumstance.
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& - When gambling is used as a means of raising money
it destroys the proper motivation for charity. We

believe that we should give to charitable causes because

of our love of God and of our fellowman and because we
desire to bear our share of responsibility and not be-
cause we have a chance of getting back much more than
we gave., When we use unworthy means to serve good
ends, we are living one of the devil's greatest lies,
that the end justifies the means. When we utilize
gambling to support these ends we are using a fake
remedy. These bills ask the privilege for churches
and charitable groups to gamble. We know of no
churches who are asking for this and we do not want
it. These bills are plainly opening wedges and the
churches and charitable groups are being used as a
means to an end by those who stand to profit most by
gambling. It is logical that if it is right for
churches and charitable groups to do it, it is right
for all. Bince gambling breeds and supports a false
philosophy of 1life and since it destroys the proper
motivation for charity, we are strongly opposed to
these bills,

Edward Aiken, representing the State Committee Opposed to the

Legalilzation of Lotteries: Speaking for myself and

as a member of the organization, we hope that all

these bills presented to this committee will be op-
posed and defeated. The background history of lot-
teries is known. I have here a booklet by a writer

on educational schools which gives the background

of the lotteries and games of chance., Here is a more
important book written by Virgil Peterson, lawyer,

12 years with the F. B., I and director of the Chicago
Crime Commission. He has examined gambling in all its
forms and his conclusion is that an enlightened society
has no place for legalized gambling, In this country
illegal gambling has increased. I am not talking about
a little private bet between a few people. L do not
see any great harm in that, but it is the business of
gambling where the harm comes., It leads Lo the same
sort of violations and corruptions. It was recognized
from the beginning, right down to the turn of this
century. In some of the states lotteries and games

of chance were always associated with corruption with
the result that our country rose up by actlon of the
states, one after another, and kicked it out altogether.
Thirty-four of these states have put it in their con=-
stitution. Speaking of frauds and cheats and cash
prizes ~ cash prizes are being given in almost every
town in Connecticut today. It is almost impossible to
get a newspaper to print that fact. Waterbury is the




JUDICIARY

HJC .

MARCH 15, 1955

only mper in the state that has dared to write about
these cash prizes. These professional gamblers are
suave, quiet speaking men interested in getting other
people’s money without working for it. I have a let-
ter here from a Roman Catholic priest who says his
church is better off without lotteries., Carnivals
are expensive. Less than 50% goes to the church,

I know of a church that used to have these games; now
they say no more, they can raise the money and more
money without the gemes. They paid a professional
w5000 for furnishing equipment. 1 know of a service
club that hired a professional carnivalist to come

in; he taught .some of the members to operate the de-
vices and he go 50¢ out of every dollar taken in,

The legislature is a law to itself. What yvou decide

is the law. Had you better not consider the experi-
ence and word of our experienced law enforcement of=-
ficers? The late Comissioner of State Police Edward
Hickey once declared we would have to double our exist-
ing forces to handle the situation if gambling came to
this state. There is nothing in these bills to prevent
anyone Ifrom getting in and promoting these games.,

You can never catch up with him, If you did, there

is nothing you could do about it when just the right
religious or political pressure is applied locally.
There are several letters from the Jewish leaders.

The Jewish Ledger had in its report to defeat the
gambling bills. They maintained it is a form of
stealing. The foman Catholic Dioceses "Thou shalt

not steal - Thou shalt not covet"., Indiana passed the
same law as this., The state supreme court said it was
unconstitutional, 1 wonder if these laws are not un-
constitutional, if it is discriminatory legislation.

I maintain that the organizations asking for this legis-
lation does not deserve them, One town of this state
had a big fair. When the ban came on they said they were
going to do it just the same. They got their heads to-
gether and decided on a new type of game - a fish game
for 25¢ apiece with a line and a hook and if you pulled
out a fish with a certain number they gave you a prize.
There was a tape recorder as one of the prizes. One
young lad wanted the tape recorder badly. He did not
get it after spending all his quarters. He decided

he would make a fish just like the others and give it
the same number as the tape recorder. He then put it

in the pool when noone was looking and fished until he
got the right fish. He got the tape recorder, Later,
one of the managers came around and noticed that the
tape recorder gone. Upon questioning he found that it
had been won. He said, "That cannot be so, because
there was no such number on any of the fish in the pool'",
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Rev., Victor Braun, iirst Congregational Church of New Milford:
L agree with all that was said in opposition to these
bills. fThe time has come for us to recover a sense
of dignity and respect in the manner in which our
charities” are supported., 1 do not want my people o
find it possible for a small by-product to go to the
support of the church. It deprives the individual of
sacrificial giving,

Rev. Leonard B. Kolhofer, Durham: Our representative, Mr. Reath,
based his argument in favor of legalized gambling by
saying that in our community they are two to one in
favor of it. The ministers - 3 out of 3 = have spoken
against extending any of the gambling bills. On
February 28, 1955, at an open meeting, not a single
person showed up in favor. There has been no single
organization who publicly has spoken in extending the
bills., I challenge his figures - 1 am opposed and T
am sure that pepole in our community are opposed.

Do not be mislead without demanding proof,

Rev. Philip Rose, Buckingham Church in Glastonbury and for 1k
years a probation officer in Glastonbury: I remember
the breakup of a family in our town with two teen age
children in it. They had to go separate ways because
the father used all earnings for pari-mutuel gambling
and the mother had to go outto work to support the
family. Last evening the court was obliged to spend
more than two hours to root out bookies and associa-
tes who were there and placing bets. 1t was difficult
to oppose the lawyers who represented them. The town
court of Glastonbury and all the way up to the police

~officers of the state to the commissioner have said

- it would be difficult to control such a situation.
The testimony given here has been such that the ina-
bility to control the situation is great right now;
it will be greater afterward, and the cost to the
state would be greater.

Atty. Anson Cook, Hartlford: 1 want to make it clear that I
am speaking personally. I am opposed to these bills
and I think you will find a very substantial number
of individuals in those organizations who are more
interested in the public than the money involved.

No organization is worth its salt that cannot stand
on its own feet. It is a real issue, ’

. W. Jacobs, representing LOO underprivileged children who
want to go to camp this summer: I am representing
the mothers of these children and the question came
up as to how much the expense would be, The question
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of bazaars came up as a good means Lo solicit money.
The unanimous decision was that they did not want to
gecure funds through gambling. They asked me to come
here and say that we would much prefer letting our pro-
gram stand on its merits rather than go into gambling.
Stephen i, tJhan_lberla:‘Ln, pastor of the Mirst Congregational
Church in Andover: Volunteer firemen in small com-
munities such as ours find it difficult at times to
raise funds but our firemen would rather get it
legitimately rather than to go into gambling.

James B, Yale, minister of the Kast Hampton Congregational
Church: Our volunteer firemen raise money without
running gambling games. I do not think it is very
easy to enforce the way bingo games are now run. L
feel it my responsibility to teach our young people
that they will gain what they want in life if they
work hard fairly and squarely through life. Anyone
who wants the passage of these bills ought to put
themselves in the place of the religious leaders.

William Sale Terrell, Executive Secretary and Recording Secre-
tary, The Connecticut Baptist Convention: 1 would
like to quote the following resolution wnhich was
unanimously adopted by our convention in annual
session at the First Baptist Church, New London, on
October 22, 1954: Wye believe that gambling is a
moral and social evil that tends to undermine our
economic order, defeats true benevolence, and among
other things leads to social demoralization. We here-
by express ourselves as being opposed to legislation
which would make lotteries, bingo, and all other games
of chance legal, We urge our fellow citizens to as-
certain the attitudes of candidates for public office
on this issue, expressing our own convictions in the
matter not only to candidates but to incumbents as
well,

Harvey Parker, West Suffield, pastor of the Congregational Church:
I do not speak as a pastor. I would just make a few
comments to the Judiciary Committee. Pirst, 1 think
the fact is that the issue seems Lo be between religious
leaders and PTA as the opposition and the firemen and
American Legion the proponents. The absence here is
the educational institutions. I have not heard one
educational institution in favor or agalnst these
bills. They could be supported by legalized gambling
and therefore not be in opposition to these bills.

The second thing is the fact that one of the gentlemen,
speaking in opposition identified himself as repre-
senting the Retail Merchants of Hartford. He called
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attention to the fact that if these laws were to be
passed they would be undemocratic. Is there any
member of this committee who would like to have the
General Assembly, if they passed these bills, come
out with the slogan that this was the "American way
of life"? If you did it would be subversive to the
best interests of all.

Rev. Hoskie, Bethlehem: e wish to regiéter in opposition to

these bills and say that 2/3rds of the amout of
public safety tax is going to the volunteer fire
departnents.

Allen Pirker, Windsor: Opposed to these bills. If there have

been arguments that these bills will keep out un=-
desirables and gangsters - why we cannot have legalized
gambling. Connecticut would be a breeding place for
criminals. That is why the state has not legalized it.
In Florida you must possess an identification card if
you are employed and the reason for this is because

of big time gamblers, Not long ago Alabama - and I
might say the rest of the nation -~ saw the result of
gambling when Alabama's candidate for attorney general
swore he would cean up gambling. That very day he was
murdered. We as citizens of Connecticut do not want
any part of this. It has been stated that all the
surrounding states have legalized gambling. That does
not mean that Connecticut has to fall into the same
category of that corruption anc evil, and I urge our
General Assembly to vote against this type of legis-
lation,

Chrmn. Pfuyn: The hearing is closed on these bills. We will

He B. No.

take up H. B. 8. Is there anybody in favor of this?

8 ¢ lopsik and Demuth - AN ACT CONCEANTHG BINGO PRIZES

Chrmn, Pruyn: Anyone opposed. The hearing is closed. We will

H. Bl I\TO.
H. B. No,

H. B. No.

take up H. B, 1013, 1053 and 1057. 1Is there anyone in
favor?

F 3
1013 £ Rivers & Billings - AN ACT CREATING A CONNECTICUT
RACING CUMMISSION

e
1053 - Farmer - Al ACT CONCERNING A REFSRENDUM FOR
HARNESS HORSHE RACING AND PARI-MUTEUL WAGERING MACHINES

/
1057 = Farmer - AN ACT CONCERNING A REFEREIDUM FOR
HARNESS RACING AND PARI-MUTUEL WAGERING MACHLINES
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bill as amended is passed.,

THE CLERK: Calendar No. 1504, Substitute for House Bill No.

1555, An Act concerning Bazaars and Raffles., File No. 1149

SENATOR WHELAN OF THE TWENTY SECOND DISTRICT: Mr. Presildent, I
move acceptance of the committee's favorable report and
passage of the bill.

THE CHAIR: Question 1s on acceptance of the committee's favor-
able report and passage of the bill., Will you remark?

SENATOR WHELAN: - Mr., President, this bill liberalizes the pre-
sent gambling laws of our State to permit the operation of
bazaars or raffles when conducted by a church or religilous
organizations, veterans, fraternal, civic, educational
organizations, and folunteer fire departments. This bill
13 a tightly drawn bill, it sets up various restrictioms’
to assure the public that the professional promoter and the
gambling racketeer wlll be eliminated from the operation.
'Let me give you some of the protective features of this
bill., Before any bazaar or raffle can be held in any clty
or town 1ln our state there must first be a petition filed
containlng the bona fide signatures of at least flve per
cent of the electors of that 1lndividual clty or town.
Secondly, after the flling of such petition the leglslative
body 1s requested to call a speclal electlon at which all
electors will have an opportunity to vote on fhe question
as to whether they desire a bazaar or raffle to be conducte

in thelr community. After such election is held and a
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majority of the electors have decided in favor of holding
the raffles or bazaars then and only.then can such bhazaar
conducted ,
or raffle be dumaxkesd.. Another section provides that
bazaars and raffles can only be conducted by bona fide
members of the spons@ring organization, and that they
must be at least twenty one years of age and that the funds
derived from such bazaar or raffle must be used for the
pUrposekstated in the application of the sponsoring organi-
zatlon. The bill provides that the issuance of three types
of permits, dass number one permlt allbws conducting of a
raffle which totals not more than $5,000 can be obéained in
prizes. Such raffle must be consﬁmmated within the period
of three months, (lass No. 2 permits operation and conduét
of a raffle with a limit of $1,000 and must be consummated
in two mohths. The:class No. 3 permlt allows‘coﬁduct of a
bazaér forinotmbre théﬁ ten consécutive daya;ynot more than

one Class 1 or‘one‘dlass 3 permlit will be issued 1n any

year. Another restrictive feature in this bill is that all

prizes must be‘merchandisekor'taﬂgible personal property
and'no prize Shall be redeemable in cash. Further nokprize
shall consist’of alcoholic liquor. Another restrictive
fédture of thiskpermit is that the appiicaht muSt oontain
in the appliéatibn for the permit’full information as to
the SponSOfing organizatlion and the conduct of!thé g bazaar

or raffle, and within thirty days after the conclusion of

the affalr the sponsoring group shall fille a complete report




JUNE 3, 1955

“of réceipts and dlsbursements and disclosing the profits
derived from such affalr, Finally, ﬁhere is8 a provislon
theb an applicant for a permit who makes a false statement
in the applicaﬁion or in the final report shall be fined
not more than $1000 and/or imprisoned for one year 1n jail.
My. Presldent, this bill is the result of much study by
the members of the Judiclary Committee on the basis of
several bllls that were presented to them, and 1t is a good
bill because it contains restrictive features that have

not been contned in any other legislation that's ever been
offered to this General Assembly. We must realize that

the majority of the electors of our State don't feel that
1f they took a chance on an automobille or buy a ticket at

a bazaar that they are criminals, and we must realilze that
you cannot legislate something that people don't agree 1s
wrong. For years bazaars and raffles have been conducted
1n the state and until a period of several years ago there
was no questlon in relation to them. However; at that time
the question was ralsed that they were technically against
the laws of our state, and since that tlme the prosecutors
in the various countles have held that to be so which was
thelr sworn duty and which they had to do., This bill per-
mlts many organizatlons an opportunity to secure funds
whilch otherwise might not be obtainable;, to secure them in
a reasonable manner, There 1s no one forced to take a

ticket; there 1s no one forced to attend a bazaar. It is
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SENATOR BAUER OF THE FIFTH DISTRICT: Mr. President, I was glad

the free act of an individual, and 1t certainly 1s éome-
thing that I belleve is right and proper. I think this
bill is a good bill. I think 1t once andfor all will clear
the posgsibility o the many raffles and different types of
affairs that have been run in this staﬁe“during the last
geven or eight years and that have been conducted by out-
side 1Interests. They have been raffles conducted by gamblex
and they have been making profits, thousan@is of dollars of
profits out of the people of the State of Connecticut by the
111licit operation of those affalrs. It 1s time the State
realizes that thils type of operatlon 18 not a criminal
offense and that we should allow the reasonable use of this
law to permit bazaars and raffles to be run by proper
sponsoring organizations. I move for the passage of this

bill,

to hear the Senator from the Twenty Second point out that
this 1s a bill concerning gambling. Now, it seems to me

the forms of gambling which are mentioned in this blll are
forms of gambling, In regard to this bill I take the posi-
tion that we should not legalize these forms of gambling,
because by legalizing them we encourage them. I also take
the position which is based on experilence that laws pertaln-
ing to gambling, that such laws which attempt to control
gambling are not successful because they cannot be enforced,

I also take the position which 1s also based on observation

2
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lssue., People are running these things today. We saw one
example recently. I think 1t's aboﬁt\time we atbtempt to do
this orderly and on a failr basls to all concerned, There-
fore, I intenq¢to Vote for this bill with the hope that if
experience proves otherwige we can improve this bill at

later sesslons,.

SENATOR WATSON OF THE FOURTH DISTRICT: Mr. President, I am not

in favor of the blll as it is written. I agree with the
Senator from the Twenty Flfth that 1t should have a commis-
sion in the state to handle it, I don't think 1t can be
handled on a local basis. I will admit that this bill is a
great lmprovement over the bill whilch we passed four years
ago and was vetoed by the Governor; but for the record I
would like to ilnquire from the Senator from the Twenty
Second the questlon of legislative intent because I am a

L little pubzled by the wording; in Section 5 on prizes, I
would:like to have i1t in the record, the question I am
going to ask - it says "all prizes given at any bazaar or
raffle shall be merchandise or tangible personal property.”
It seems to me That many raffles are run or héve\been un
in the'past‘and the prize would be a ticket to Bermuda, a
“travel ticket of some kind, Would it be considered that
travel tickets are merchandlse? That 1s the question I
would like to have answered for the record because it has
~been asked of wme, whether travel tickets, either railroad,

‘alr, boat, whatnot, would be considered merchandise.
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SENATOR WHELAN: Mr. President, I will be glad to answer the
Senator from the Fburtb through the Chair. I certainly do
not think a tlcket to Bermuda or a ticket to Europe could
be considered as tanglible merchandise, I think what is
consldered as tangible merchandise would be a televisgion
set or something of a similar nature, butt certainly that
in my opinion would not be in line with anything that would
be permlitted under this present act.

SENATOR WATSON: Then I am even more opposed to it because I
feel 1f you are going to raffle things I think a ticket to
Bermuda or a ticket to Florlda is certainly something that
should ‘be included, and in my personal opilnion I think it
would be considered tangible merchandise. I was hoping the
Senator from the Twenty Second would answer in the other
~direction.

SENATOR WHELAN: I oppose that on the basls that the provision
further states that the article may not be redeemed for
cash, Now, on that basis, a ticket to some place is very
very easily redeemable for cash.

SENATOR WATSON: It could be stated 1t was not redeemable, In
that case would it be considered tangible merchandise?

SENATOR REINHARD OF THE TWENTY THIRD DISTRICT: Mr. Presldent,

T auggest we ' pags a resolution to sgsend the Senator from the
Fourth to Bermuda at the  expense of the Senate,
THE CHAIR: Speaking for the Senabor I am sure he wlll accept.
‘SENATOR REINHARD: Mr. President, I rise to favor this bill. I
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SENATOR STOCK OF THE TWENTY FIRST DISTRICT: Mr. Presldent, I

~thiak this bill is a tribute‘to‘the men on the Judleclary
Commitbee who worked long and worked hard hours to try %o
_hammer out a bill wh;thwouldﬂbe\agbill that presented many
safeguards. There have been many people who have been con-
cerned about this blll. I respect their wishes. I don't
agree wilth them, I don't think some of the things they
claim will happen as the result of the passage of a bill.
lik@uthis‘wiyl happen. I wish to say I respect thelr wishe
I know the Judlclary Committee had a very difficult job to
do. It certalnly isn't easy to try to do something like
thls when you have some people who are so ﬁitallyzconcerned
about what can happen in the event the bill ilsn't properly
drawn. Again I wish to state I think that thls b1ll is a
good bill., I urge 1ts adoption,

intend to vote for this bill. Also I would llke to make
this\qne additional comment, that I think the beneficlariles
of the bill, the charitable and other orgenizatlons, should
ygg}ize‘thﬁt‘the.bill\ig belng passed 1n some sense 1n a
probationary manner. If there is a recurrence of the type
of abuse which has éxistgq in some places ln the past I
think these organlzations should realize there will in that
gvent certainly‘be a demand for the‘repeallof‘thia law, I
personally belieye\our charitable,and frapernal organlza~
t;pns wlll use good gense,;gogd Judgment andureasonableness
1n avalling themgelves\of therpportunities_under this act.
I

il
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I sincerely hope they will do so, so thils legilslation will
be able to be used in years to come.‘

SENATOR GILMAN OF THE TWENTIETH DISTRICT: Mr, President, I have
had qguite a bit of correspondence on both sides of this
issue, and now that I see the bill and have 1t explalned
to me by the Senator from the Twenty Second, who says it
is a tightly drawn bill, I believe in view of the fact that
it has so many restrictlons, and particularly the fact that
1t has a referendum, I shall vote for the billl,.

SENATOR FINNEY OF THE THIRTY SIXTH DISTRICT: - Mr. President, mem-
bers of this Circle, you know, it seems to me what we are
saying here is that in order to stake some of the best
organizations in the State of Connecticut we must decide
that 1t 1s good and proper and necessary to gamble, and the
thing that amazes me, 1t seems a little inconsistent to say
that by these means the best people in the State of Conn-
ecticut shall be supported, and at the same time feel that
you must put these restrictions around it as though you
yourself in the Judiclary Committee think it was a horror
that must be carefully confined, I am afrald I am opposed
to this blll. I always have been, and perhaps you can pub
it down to the viewpolnt of a lady who 18 concerned some-
times wilth the pay envelope that a gentleman may bring home,
and ‘let me assure you that I am not worrying about my hus-
band, he 1s a very congervative man, but 1t is true that

it makes very little difference to a family where the fathen
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went out and pald his two dollars on the nose of a good
many horses, or whether he went out and carefully put it
~on a wheel whikh may or may not function as it should.

I have heard in the - last seven years here in Hartford that
if we didn't have such a bill there would be no fire com-
paniles, there- -would be no schools and other things. In my
own district in thls State, and I hope that I will not hear
again that I live on the goalposts of Connecticut, we have
had during the last year all kinds of drives, voluntary
drives for funds., In Stamford St. Joseph's Hospital went
out witgﬁgickets,‘without‘wheels, without anything, and:
asked for a million dollars, and amazingly they got
$1,400,000, voluntarily given because people were persuaded
that this was something that was good for the whole com-
munity.  In my own town of Greenwich we have had a paro-
chial school on voluntary contributions to the town of
$360,000. “The Presbyterlian Church as collected $300,000,
The thing you have to do is to work, and in wmy book what

we are doing here is saylng look, don't work, don't believe
in this thing, go out and have fun, put down your dime and
go home with a blanket. It's a wonder we didn't do it here
“In this Senate the other day when we decided to have a col-
lection for the Cancer Soclety. We don't do 1t for polio.
My own feellng is that the good outfit that does 1% this
way loses some of its dignity, and T am for good causes but

I do belleve that when we believe 1n causes we should go
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out voluntarily and with all our hearts. I shall vote

against thig bill,

SENATOR LAING OF THE SEVENTH DISTRICT: Mr. President, I always

am distressed to oppose the Senator from the Thirty Sixth
because I feel that fundamentally she represents what she
belleve In, and I know that she respects every other member
of this Senate and allows them to represent what they be-
lieve in, and I don't want to spend any great time on this
thing but I feel that as a public duty due to the many let-
ters I have received 1n opposition to this bill that T must
make my 8tand clear, and she has glven me the clue to the
thing. I want to say the greatest gamble we have today is
the gamble agalnst cancer, and we contributed voluntarily,
and certainly nobody is golng to force anybody with a club
to buy a chance for gome worthy organization, We gamble

on the polio drive., We contributed and I think we won, but

1t wag a gamble, a gamble with a philosophical base, but

we still ‘gambled. We are gambling now agalnst cancer, tuber

culogis and even polson ivy. Nobody forces anybody to buy
a chance and‘thergﬂbertainly hasn't been one distinguilshed
gentleman in‘this State who during the past several weeks
has found himself embroiled in the very unfortunate situa-
tlon of being the recipient of a door prize of which he had
no knowledge, and yet he's been pilloried for receiving that
prize and accepting it, and I say that this billl 18 honor-
able, 1t is decent., I wlll admit today that I monthly pay




JUNE 3, 1955

- one dollar toward a subterfuge to avold a law on,oﬁr:books
~today to take care of a worthy organiZation,,I yield to a
subterfuge that & is being used in every organlzation and
club throughout the State. In the Hartford Courant I
think only three days ago 1t sald that 1f we don't pass
this b1lll we are indulging 1n mild hypocrisy, we are hypo-
crites becauge we really contribute toward these organiza-
tlons through these subterfuges in our factories, our
offiices, because you can't stop gambling. As a matter of
fact, although we haven't used this expression on the floor
of the Senate this session, to the best of my knowledge the
common- expression in the United States today is "I'1ll bet
youlre wrong." T won't recount a certain recent encounter
I witnessed, but I will say that we don't go through twenty
four hours a day a week where somebody doesn't say "I'll
bet you five to one you're wrong." As a matter of fact I h
“have a very nlce story I could tell about that but I can't
tell 1t on this floor today, but I will be glad to tell the
Senator from the Thirty Sixth that story in private some
time. I think she might enjoy 1t. I know her. I know she

~wenjoys a good story 1n private. But this bill does elim-

1nate'mildshypocraéy;‘itseliminates:things=we;are/fightihg
against in gambling, and certalnly two bucks on the nose is
a lot different than one dollar for the volunteer fire com-
pany, one dollar for your local charity, and nobody uses a

brickbat to make you buy it except 1f you are a Senator or
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-a Representatives, and then you can't afford not to buy it.

SENATOR GRANT OF THE TWENTY SEVENTH DISTRICT: Mr. President, T

don't myself care for the approaches to this issue which
are baged on moralizing. I don't feel that way on it my-
self. But I am against the bill just the same. To me 1t
seems like a step toward retrogresslon, I think there are
levels in the way we do things in life. There are poor
ways of dolng things and better ways, very high ways of
dolng things, and I think when anyone serlously recommends
that there 1s such a thing as not contributing to the great
causes, hospitals, cancer and so on, purely on the merits,
and there 18 a difference when you do it because you are
looking for something for yourself; perhaps when you are
going to come out ahead maybe 1t can't be evaluated on a.
moral basis, but 1t seems to me one 18 a little blt more
selfish than the other in a way. It isn't qulte as good a
~level of human conduct., I think a concession is being made
To the weakness 1n human nature. I don't like to see these
tings happening. It 1s because T don't llke to see 1t that

I go on record against 1t.

SENATOR BARRINGER OF THE THIRTY SECOND DISTRICT: Mr. President,

this 1is the type of iSSue that a wlse man would take off
for the washroom.  Nonetheless 1t 1s an mssue which the

people from my district have exhibited great interest in,
I am goilng to vote against the bill, so that there 1s no

guestion what I am goling to do., Sometimes the gentlemen
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from the press are a little uncertain what I am going to
do, but that is what I am.golng to do and here are my
reasons, and they are not wmoral reasons. I suppose in
this country every man's got a right to go to hell in his
own basket if he wants to . go. Th$ is a good premige 1n a
free soclety. But I am not sure that the state should
necessarily help him in that process, and I think the big
questlon here, and I know, 1t 18 such a futile feeling, T
know I won't change one vote, I know everybody's got their
mind made up, but: I want to point out in passing, I think
the blg gamble here is kkak with the essential security of
the State of Connecticut. Now, the bingo business isn't
worked very well, ' There are areas where that's been in
operation, and this 1ls another step and those who have been
here any length of time know that horseracing, pinball
machines, all the rest of them are in a sense at-each ses-
slon of the leglslature lurking around the capitol trying
toget a way 1n, and I am quite frank to say a number of
years - ago I looked with fond eyes on horseracing because
I do love trotting, I have driven horses and T like them,
so-I am not golng to be sanctimonious about thils, but in
the intervening years I have been connected with law en-
forcement, and the more you see of 1t the more you realize
how thing thilng gr creeps in. Now, you've got 350 State
Policemen in this state. They've got a lot to do and they

do 1t very well, but the reason that they can operate wlth
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Such a small number, and the reason that your small towns
and cltles can operate with such a small police force is
the essential fact that organlzed crime has never gotben a
foothold in here, Now, for a three year period I tried
small case after small case, involving all the viccistudes
of small towns, and I sald I am going to get through and
never have anything to do with organized crime. I said 1t
too soon because one snowy night in the middle of winter I
was trylng the first pollecy slip case I had ever run 1lnto
and the fine there is some $25 or $30, and the penalty is,
I think, 15 or 20 days in the can. It 1s a very small,
miniscule, minor, small proposition, didn't amount bo a row
of pins. There are all kinds of cases that have a much
severer penalty in the minor courts, so I thought this
would be: routine, give him an admonishment, a five buck
fine and go on. A snowy night in the middle of wlnter -
what can I say? Three esteemed attorneys, whose combined
fee no man 1in this Clrcle could pay, on a criminal case -
what are you here for? Want to represent this man. Amaz-
ing.  Now, thils man was part of a gambling group, and the
ldea was to get him to go to jall and keep his mouth shut
so:the. thing wouldn't go higher up.  Now 1t is there all
the time, it is evldently so all the time. You have geen
things like the Kefauver investigation; you have seen things
like the trotting scandals 1ln New York, This is a good

State and a clean State and a nlce 3Jtate to live im, and I
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think you aré;&aying hanky-panky with it in this thing,

and while I can't say there is anything morally wrong about
it = I bought slips, not slips, I bought these chances at
raffles, I have gone to horseraces, and about everythlng
everybody else in this Circle has done, but 1t is quite an-
other thing to create this moral climate where it 1s slowly
coming in becausge 1f there is anything I hate on the face
of this earth 1s organlized crime, where they do it for
profit, and there's only a couple of things that supply

the dough they need to operate; one is compulsory prostitu-
tion and the other 1s drugs and the third is gambling, and
off the three gambling is the best, that's where the dough
is, in the little five cents, ten cents, small chances.
Now, as I say, I know I will change no vote, but I say it
along the lines of an honest cop, the late Ed Hickey, and
no Rimex finer thing can be said about a man than that he
was honest and did credit to the department, that is the
finest department. He set the moral tone for police depart-
ments all over this state. Now, a little earlier we were
talking about this capiltal punlshment, This is just as
serilous because this‘is the dough that carries and finances
smart lawyers, influence in leglslature, influences any
Judges, husy buying off prosecutors,. Now,kthat's what thé
experience in other states has been. Is there.any reason
to think that human natures, human frailties belng what they

are, it would be any different In this State? I don't say
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that this specific, this particular bill is going to do

that, but T say that it is part of a forward move, they

are outside this State Capitol andvthey have been here for

years frying to get ih, and genefations of men have saild

they shan't get 1n. Maybe I am belaboring it too nmuch,

but you know this 1s an awfully nice State to live in,

this 18 an awfully nice state when one full time cop can

keep order in a factory town of 7500, an awfully nice state

to go through where you know that the State Pollce and law

enforcement_offioers are on the up and up. It's a big
change frdm somekother places Ivhave been, and I am Jjust
proud of it, and I think youbafe opening a progresslve
door here which someday 1s going to lead to trouble. May-
be ﬁhat'svwrong; but I have Just got to say that in @assing
I wish i didn't,vl wish I was out in the washroom and did
not have to vote on 1t, but the people who sent wme here,
they ail kﬂow and ought Eo know why I am véting against it.

THE CHAIR: Any fﬁrthef ramarké? Ifknot, queStion is on accept-
ance of the»committee's favorable repoft and passage of the
bill. Those 1in favor say aye. kOpposed, no, The bill 1s
passed. - -

SENATOR WARD OF THE FIRST DISTRICT: Mr. Presideht, i move we
stand in recess until 8 P, M. |

THE CHAIR: The Senate will stand in recess unbil & P.M,

(Senate recessed at 6:15 P.M,)
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- report of the House Committee on Cities and Boroughs. "An Act
i concerning Avpropriations by the City of Ansonia."
| MR. SNYDER (BLOOMFIELD):

- passage of the bill,

I move acceptance of the committee's favorable report and

THE SPEAKER:
Question is on acceptance and passage.
MR, SNYDER (BLOOMFIELD):
Mr. Speaker, this bill simply allows the City of Ahsonia to.

ralse or to increase the amount that they~may»expehd on celebrations

to not more than $1500 from $500. I hope the bill passes.
THE‘SPEAKER:

Any remarks? If not, question is on acceptance and passage.
Those in faver say "aye'"; opposed? The "ayes!" have it. The bill
is passed. -

THE CLERK: - : \ ninsilons : :
§2258 B;lAVN0¢»567 Calendar 1254 file No, 1171. Favorable

report of the House Committee on Cltles and Boroughs. "An Act pro-

viding for a. Penslon from the City of Ansenla for Florence H. Faber."

MR. SNYDER (BLOOMFIELD): N | |
May that bill be passed, retaining its place on the Calendar?
THE SPFAKER: L ,
It will be passed, retaining,
THE. CLERK:

- Substitute for House Bill No, 1555 Calendar No. 1353, File

No. 1149, - Favorable report of the Committee on Judiciary.

-]
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"An Act concerning Bazaars and Raffles,!
MR, PRUYN (COLEBROOK): |

- Mr. Speaker, I move that the committee's favorable report be
accepted and the bill passes. -

THE SPFAKERs .

Question is on acceptance of the committee's favorable report{

and passage of the bill,
MR. PRUYN (COLEBROOK): :
~This bill, Mr, Speaker and Ladies and Gentlemen of the House
legalizes bazaars and raffles on an elective basis under very
strict conditions. I should like briefly to touch on the highlig]
In the first place, in order for a community to have bazaars

raffleS‘it~mustfbe(by;speeial referendun of the electors of that

community and that referendum cannot be called until five per cent

of the electors petition fer 1t. The only organizations. that can
sponsor a bazaar or raffle are veterans organizations, religious
organizations, ecivic or service clubs, fraternal or fraternal .
benefit socletles, educational orccharitable organizations. and
volunteer fire companies. These organizations must be bona fide
organizations and must have been in existence for not less than
three years bef@reAthey‘apply for a permit. The operation of the
bazaar 1s confined solely to the duly qualified members of the
organization, and no member can recelve any remuneration for his
services in running the bazaar or raffle. No person under 21 yeay
of age may operate a~bazaar}or raffle or work at: the bazaar or

raffle or take any part in it except that nobody under 16 years of

o

and |

W
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age shall sell any raffle ticket. A1l funds derived from the
bazaar or raffle must be devoted to the purposes specified in the
application for the permit.

Now there are three kinds of permits. Class No. 1 permit

allows the operation of a raffle within three months of the grant=
ing of the permit where the‘prizés'cannot'exceed‘$5,ooo;00; Clas:
No. 2 permit permits the operation of the raffle within twb‘mcnthI
where the aggregate value of the prize shall not exceed $1,000,00
Class No. 3 nermit is for a bazaar not exceed ten consecutive days.
Only one class 1 permit can be issued during s Calendér"yéar, no
more than three class No. 2 permits and only one class No. 3 permits.
The prizes must be merchandise except‘forialéohblic‘liqudr; no
alooholic 1iquor and no cash, and no prizes may be redeemed for
cash. In order to havé{a bazaar the sponsoring QfgahiZatiOnt
must file an application in duplicate with ‘the chief of police or|
the first selection in towns that have no organized police force
and this application is to be on a form prepared by the Commissidner
of State Police and it gives in greéﬁ detail the 1ife history of
the organization, the type of bazaar and raffle that is to be
conducted, the number and price of the raffle tickets and the
purpose for which the nét income is to be used, and any‘dther
information the Commissioner of State Police may require. There
are fees for the issuance of each permit in order to carry the
cost of operating the processing of the application. The Chief
of police or first selectman must cause an inVestigatidn be made

of the applicant and the facts elted in the application and if he
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finds them O.K. then he will issue the permit. No item of expéhse

shall be paid in connectlon wlth the bazaar or raffle except those
who are bona fide amounts for goods or merchandize purchased or
service rendered, feaspnably necessary in connection with the
operation of the bazaar and nobody shallwreceive any,recompemse
whatever,to,operate‘and;conduct,the:bazaar orkraffle.l_There‘are
limitations on advertiging; it can't be adﬁertised by television,
sound - truck or by billboard, except one sign of a smal} size may
be displayed on the premlses where the:dfawing 1s to be held and
where the prizes will be exhlbited., If, after the issuance of
the permit there are any changes in the facts they must be re=-
ported to the chief of police or the authority and he has the
authorlty thén to revoke the permit 1f necessary., Within thirty

days after the end of the bazaar or raffle the organization opera;
ting the bazaar or raffle has to‘file,aVswgrn_étatement in duplicate
showing in deta11 the items of\recéipts and expenses and ahy profit
ahd the purpose for which the profit is to be used. A duplicate
of that goes to the state police. It shall be placed on file so
that anybody interested can examlne ityfor’a per;odJQf a year. .
These reports can be examined by the,chief;Qf police and the state
police commissioner and compared with the application and if thera's
any discrepancy and the facts warrant it, the matter will be re-
ported te the prosecuting authority,,’Anyntoancanyrescindyits |
actlon in the samé way, by:referendum that is adopted by 1aw. The
state police commissioner has the power to make regulations in the

Interest of the protection of the public covering the operation of
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bazaars and Ta‘f:fle‘s' and the bill provides penaltlies for vielatlon,
That in very brief i1s a summary of this bill. It contains very
very strict safeguards which, in the opinion of the committee 1s
ample for the protection of the public and will enable these
bazaars and rgffles to be h‘eldr.*f'I:"r"eali:ze%that* there are many
people opposed to gambling of any kind and they will be opposed
to this bill, There are alse many people in favor of this bill.
I shall not attempt to argue the morals of the 'f'r"eli'gfi:e‘ué and moral
secrupples involved in gambling. The matter is before this House
for disposition. It 1ls a good bill and a strong bill. I hope
it passes.

MR. SMITH (MANSFIELD):

- "Mr, Speaker, I am b”e’tWefé‘i’fi “two- fires., In the first place, I
have just been advised I don't talk loud enough so I can be heard| -
by some people. On the other hand I have been advised by good |
friends not to get too éx’i‘f:l?ﬁ?;‘ed*bvfer:f this bill, I will try to follow
both advices. I just heard what a fine bill this is. I want to
say that T don't think it is a very fine bill and that is a very
restrained comment to begin with. If we look through our statutes
we see several pages that are devoted to the matter of gambling,
lotteries and so forth. It would take several pages to set forth
the position of Connecticut over the years with reference to this|
bill.” T am sure you will £ind a chapter on bingo and you remembelr
we made promise of strict enforcement and also about merchandize |

prizes and we all know what happened about the enforcement of bingo |

over the years. Just by way of illustration I happen to have in
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my file a 1ittlé illuminating matter with reference to bingo over
in Windham County. The jackpot was $980 over there in cash.
The winner of the Jackpot was unable to colleet it. When they
brought the group into court, particularly this one chap, his
attorney argued there was nothing agalnst him because attempted
larcey on an illegal transaction can't be prosecuted. The judge
took a different view and I think the bingo cheater was fined and
Jailleds It's a good: 1llustration of what happened about enforce-~
ment of bingo with reference to merchandize priceg and no cash
prices, and so forth. Now the bill we have before us is on the
bingo pattern. The bill would permit hundreds of crooks to conduct
operations illegally under the circumstances. It is not consti-
tutional. A member of this House who 1s now on one of the upper
benches of the state had this to say two years ago about this matter:
"We also feel a law granting speclal gambling privileges to certain
" organizations permitting them to engage in a practice denied to
legally responsible organizations is unconstitutional." “As a
lawyer I think the Governor might be interested in: that observation,
Let's look at some of the provisions of this bill., There's no
law in thils blll about the attendance of children. There ls some
reference to nobody under“Zl to ‘be allowed to conduect or in any
way -take part in the operation of a raffle, There's some more about
nobody under 16 being allowed to peddle tickets., There's nothing
in the bill: to prevent the particivation of children and of course:
they will furnish part of the patronage to these bazsars and raffles.

Now prices fer merchandize only. Under blngo we found there were




May 31, 1955

2u2n

shops that would cash in all the prizes offered at the bingb'gémes
There's nothing in this bill about offering $100.00 worth of
groceries in the First National. Isn't this a farce to attempt to
palm this bill off as requiring merchandize only because it's onlj
s subterfuge. It's use was to turn prices into cash. There's no

1imit on the number of tickets to be sold. There's no provision

"

®

‘after the raffle is held there has to be a report of how many tickets

have been sold. There's absolutely nothing in that bill to prevent

how many tlckets can be sold on a given pilece of merchandise.
A few years agé we had ‘on exhibition outside the capltol an auto=-

mobile that was to be raffled off. T protested to the person conl

cerned that was poor public relations. It was a deflnite flouting

L% ]

of the law. T said, "You don't need that three thousand dollars"
and he sald, "We sold $100,000,00 worth of tickets on that" and
of course there's no protection in any of these bills. In this
bill they do not contain the number to be sold and T think the
buyer is entitled to that information as to whether he is going
to have one chance in ten or one chance in a million. ‘Absolutely
no control over how many tickets sold, Advertising by televion

‘or sound truck or by blllboards is prohibited but advertising by

radio newspapers or circulars is not prohibited. If you are agaihst

televislon, why not bar radio, why not bar newspapers? I think

the answer 1s the proponents of this bill did not want to forfeit

support or at least didn't want the opposition of people interested

the

in radio and newspapers. Now whether it is so or not it is unfaip

‘competition to all other groups who are trying to ralse money
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who would not or could not operate raffles. It 1s unfalr compe-.
tition with the Red Cross as well as the United Community Chest
and all those things that now depend upon voluntary gifts of the
people.  They could not or they would not go into competition to
get the public's money. If a volunteer fire company can conduct
a raffle for equipment why don't the City of Hartford conduct

a raffle to Qrgamizeytheirwfire department and maintain it? If
the Elks can have raffles for thelr charitable purpeses, why cannot
the city of Bridgeport have -a raffle to pay for their welfare and
health, hoespitals and schools and why can't the State of Connecticut
conduct lotteries over a series of years to pay for education and
to pay for highways? Sir, I make the suggestion it may come home
to harness later on. Now we heard about the strict regulations ir
this bill., Of course I take those with a grain of salt. It has

been mentioned in our previous dilscussions that a committee could

is having hls headaches in New Jersey enforcing the law. Bingo
is just about as easy to handle.as an eel with your bare hands.
Mr, Speaker, why should we permit and encourage: a program of this
kind that we all know undermines private and oublic morality?

I would say don't let the jingle of cash drown out the voice of
common sense and consclence,

MR. GOOGLE (NEW BRITAIN):

Mr. Speaker, I rise to request .a point of information from
the Gentleman from Mansfield which I direct through you, Mr. Speaker,
That 1is this: IHe quoted a statement made by a judge and I think

be set up to enforce it, in New Jersey and the head of this commigsion
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in order to complete that statement, that information he submitte?

to us, he should furnish us with the name of the Judge he is quot
‘on that statement,
MR. SMITH (MANBFIELD):

Mr, Speaker, the statement was made by a member of the Legis
lative Council in making a minority feport to that council on the
legislation. The Gentleman is Mr. Charles House who is now on
“the Suverior Court bench. I believe that disqualifies him from
passing on any bills that might come up tb'him later.

MR. BERGIN (ANSONIA):
T would like to say a few words in favor of this bill. I
belong to the volunteer fire department in my town ==
MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE:
Can't hear.
MR. BERGIN (ANSONIA): (Continuing)

== and I have a letter from one of the leaders there, a -
Republican fire department there which is very much in favor of
~this bill. I was wondering, for a time, if my friend was the
gentleman that won that automobile over there,  (Could not hear
Mr. Bérgin of Ansonia)

MR. EIELSON (TRUMBULL):
The Clerk has an amendment,
THE SPTAKER:

The Clerk will read the amendment.

THE CLERK¢

House Amendment Schedule "A'" offered by Mr., Eielson of Trumb

ing

+

ulle
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in lieu there of Ygames of chance."
MR. BIBLSON (TRUMBULL)S

It 1s only under the definition of bazaar under this act that
this has to go before the public on a referendum. Bagaars are
legal at the present time provided there's no game of chance in-
volved, T feel this 1s very misleading to the publiec who will be
voting on this thing to be asked 1f they are in favor of bazaars
when many will think of bazaars as they are presently run and not
underfgaﬁes of chance, -

MR, PARSELLS (FAIRFIELD)s

T want to oppose this amendment Just because I think that it
is bettervto,uSe the languege when voting that is the language
used in the bill. Section 1 of the bill refers to bazaars and
raffles and I think 1t defines them and I think that the vote it
self should be in the language that is now in the bill, to allow
bazagrs "yes" or to allow bazaars and raffles '"no". I cant believ
that anybody who goes to vote in this particular referendum will g
without knowing before they go what they are voting on.
THE SPFAKER s

Any further remarks?  If not, question is on adoption of Houd
Amendment Schedule "Aﬁ. Those in favor say "aye'; ovvosed?  The
"nays" have it. The emendment 1ls lost.

MR, WHITE (VERNON) s :

I rise to speak in opposition to the enactment of this act.

This I believe: I am no puritan and incidently Webster's definlti

e
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of one isn't too complimentary. I wish it understood there 1éwho

my beliefs on other people. This proposed legislation ig==

THE SPEAKERS

- Would the Gentleman from Vernon speak nearer the microphone?
MR. WHITE (VERNON): (Continuing)

will-be perpetuated by strong religious coenvictions so strongly
adhered to by our forefathers. It would seem that the time has
come for sober reflection and a reflection of the forces that are
ever progressively bearing us on the road to moral decadence if
we are ta retain our self respect and dignity as a god=fearing
nation, This %ill'is,'in~my10pinion, involved in themaster mind
of ﬁhe~Democratic:party_amd we of the Republican party, fearful
of ‘being out-done are riding along authorizing them to go aiong.
You must not go along. You are forgetting that a large segment
of our voting population including many organizations whose votes
this measure is trying to capture, is just as opposed to any .

gambling law as those who are pusing for its enactment. - In these

of violence, murder, robbery and juvenile delinquency, instead of
fighting every avenue that leads to these cases of degeneracy we
will create additional stimulation. It's a shame a bill was passs

recently permitting:twohadditionalsh@urs~of’publiq drinking on-

gambling. I ask where are we golng?  ~The proponents of this bil]

hale of righteousness encircling my head nor do I assume to fosten

‘The structure of thls great nation was founded and undoubted]

days in which every communlty across the nation is faced with acti

Sunday. Now to add insult to injury we want to include legalized|

y
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and perhaps honeStiy<so:have:breughtiout a compromise bill that
is air-tightébutwbeliéveayéu me,IWith:thiS’sart of legislation
there isn't any compromise. There's just a widening of the door-
way to further compromise in the next legislative session. That's’
Just what the boys who thrive on this sort of thing-have been
waiting for. Don't, I beg you Ladies and Gentlemen, be a part of
the passing of thiS?billa«%I£ isnlf enforecable insofar as the
state police will tell you. They will have to augment their
police force by many additional men preferring that it be police
action on'a lower legel. This is a moral issue and I ask these two
gentlemen on the left side of the aisle so eloquent in a recent
debate defining their moral senseibilities, not compromise in
defeating this bill, This bill in my opinion is loaded with
political implications but instead of ylelding to pressure groups
let's have a moral group when it:eames:toaavvaté*andfstandfﬁpiéh?
our two feet and be counted on the side of good eitizenship and set
a*geodﬁexamplelteéthe&yéuths%@f?Bﬂi state and the peopnle of our
state and look them in the face and say we have done our part, noy
we ask that you do yours. In the chance this should come to the
Governor's desk I trust that he will and T believe him a gentleman
of strong moral COﬁfictioﬁs,?haveathefeéuragéﬁta veto it. If this
is a moral issue, and I believe 1t is, then we must face it. If |
gambling is goodk then why not go whole hog. Let's have a race
track and a state lottery. If gambling is bad, it is not sanctified
by letting a ehurch?use?it.f*Shou1d>I%be:the only member tho votes
against this billl and the only member who disapvroves I shall still

T e
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vote against it. I am not interested in popularity unless it can

be obtained by upright means. I have seen much to disgust me here
and I don't care to repfesent;my fellow citizens unless permitted
to act conscientiously. Mr. Speaker, I move when the vote be taken
it be by roll call. . Thank you, Sir.
THE SPEAKER:

The motion is when the vote be taken it be taken by roll call.
We will dispose of this motion first. Those dn favor of the motign
that when the vote be taken 1t be taken by roll call vote kindly
rise and remain standing until counted by the tellers. Those
oppaed? The wmotion  1s carried,

MR. WELLES (VERNON): -

ft Mr. Speaker, I am against this bill., I am against legalilzed
gambling in any form, no matter how sugar=-coated it may be. Our
State of Connecticut is morally good and economically sound without
gambling. - Connecticut is a good place to live inj let's keep it
that way. Again I say I am-agalnst this bill.
MR. BURKITT (ANSONIA):

Mr. Speaker, with the greatest respect and admiration for
those who will oppose this bill, I am going to support this bill.
I_cannot and do not want to try to control their beliefs. They
speak of gambling here as though it was a terrible sin and it might
be, but we have sinners in our church; I don't think anyone will
deny that and we have one of the bilggest gambling'casin@s in all
the world on Wall Street. They gamble every day. - Right here in-
this House in 1947 this General Assembly wiped off 218 million

dollars of the stockholders' money but you don't call that gambling.
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Mr., Speaker, every day hundreds of thousands of dollars of shares
is sold at a loss or a profit. If you don't call that gambling

T would like to know what it is., T personally do not gamble in
any shape or form or fashlon. Mr. Speaker however I do believe
in allowing my fellow citigens to pursue their own way of life
also., I don't think that I,every,pléyed over half a dozen bingo
games In my life and that was when I was a young boy when it filrst

started and my girl friend who became my wife played the game a -

few times. And Mr. Speaker I have been in states, 1arge,and~smali,

where gambling went on, where it was legalized, and believe me T

L4

could tell no difference in the people-= 1 could tell no differenc
in the way things were conducted. I saw no fights, no arrests or
anythingj; everybody seemed to mind their own business and attend
to their own affairs. They never bothered me, although I didn't
participate. I want to say to the Members of this House that I

[a]

can see no harm in this bill. I think it is a good bill. I thinl
they have used every means and every effort to try to write a good

bill to try to eliminate as much wrong-doing as they could. It

amuses me to hear people say that don't want any gambling or they|

don't want this or they don't want that. I cannot see for the -
life of me why some sanctimonious veople will practice thelr own

way of 1life and no one distumbs them yet they would contrel the

lives of other people. That Mr. Speaker, is not in my heart. That

I cannot do. I wouldn't try to force my own way of life on someone

else, I disagree with people 1t 1s true, as you know, right here

on this floor of the House. I have been beaten by a great majori%y
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many times, but I know any person who voted against the thing had

a right to for the very simple fact that I gave them that right,
that they have that right in our form of governor and I have no:
right to ecriticise anyone who votes against me. I want to say to
you, Mr. Speaker, that I hope that everyone that haén't gembled
at any time In thelr lives votes against this bill and I hope that

everyone that has gambled votes for it. Mr. Speaker, with all due
respect to our judges, I am a god=fearing man, I like to goto chuzch
my family likes to go to church, I believe in God with all my heapt |
yet I could not take it upon myself to control the lives of other
people. Mr. Speaker I believe with all my heart this is a good.
bill. I don't believe 1t will do any harm. I hone it passess
Thank you. |

MRS. WELLES (OLD SAYBROOK):

The Clerk has an amendment.

THE CLERK: - |

House -Amendment B offered by Mrs., Welles of 01ld Saybrook:

In seetion 3 line 20 strike out everything beginning with the word
"sixteen years" through '"sale of such tickets", In line 2%, insert
in lieu thereof "eighteen years ahll be permitted to participate
in any game or games of chance held, operated or conducted pur-
suant to any license issued under this act."

MRS. WELLES (OLD SAYBROOK):

They sald they can't hear me unless I use a microphone. I am

not worried whether you and you and you take a chance on a bazaar

or raffle or buy as many tickets as you want to, but I am interested
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in the minor child of this state and we arekaoing one thing on ‘
one side and then turning‘our faces and our backs to them on the
other, We are talking about protecting the child from comic books
we are appointing a special commission, we are spending money on
them in the State of Connecticut and I can't see thét the comic
books are goling to do a bit more harmwthan:teaching children to

gamble and I think this amendment should be included in this billj
I ceftainly don't think gambling helps prevent juvenile delinquency
and I believe 1f this were included in the blll there can be no

question. Every town in which we have a bagzarr we have.children

9 and 10 running around from door to door selling chance on thing

[24
°

I think this bill should be so tight that under no circumstances
could this péssibly happen, This is a good amendment and I hope
it passes.. |

THE SPEAKERs -

- Question is on adoptioh of the amendment.,

MR. PRUYN (COLEBROOK)s: ..

Would the Clerk please read the amendment agaln?

(The Clerk read amendment B again.)

MR. LAWRENCE (EAST WINDSOR):

"~ Mr, Speaker, in going over that amendment I see actually we
are lowering the age limit from 21 to 18 the age of a person that|
can conduct such a raffle or bazaar. I wonder if that i1s the

intent of the amendment?

MR. SMITH (MANSFIEID):

S

We are worklng on things that have to do with juvenile delinquency.

R
EAN

wm¥h%5wmaywbewawge@dmamenément although. as I_see it, it will go .
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down, it will cut 1t down. I am afraid 1if enough amendments are
passed somebody might think this is a good bill,
MR. MAUTTE (BAST HAVEN) s

Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of this House, T was not
one of the persons had anything to do with drawing this bill,
As T sat here and listened to this amendment as 1t has been pre=-
sented, 1t occurred to me that maybe there was a purpoese in men-
tioning the age of sixteen years. I have here a newspaper and T
am going to read an article from that newspaper. I think the time

is appropriate for that. "Raffle tickets for two custom built

livingroem seats are novw being sold by the high school varsity cly

The benefit drawing will be held May 27, proceeds for the ticket
sales will be used for buying new trophies for members of the
school's athletic team." Ladles and Gentlemen, I think the purpga
of inserting the wording "sixteen years" was just to take care of
a situation of this kind. The Ladies Ald Society, the religious
organizations have got raffles and they are being run now.  These
people don't relize under the vresent law that they can be proesecy

and the winner can be prosecuted and the prizes confiscated. I ay

going to take my seat and when the remarks on the fegular bill cones

up, Mr. Speaker, I would like to he allowed to speak again.
MR. LEWIS (DANBURY):

I know nothing about the laws in New Jersey and I have all the

falth in the world in the state police and the loeal poelice. I

do not know of one case where they have not been able to cope with

the situation. And I can't see where there's any speclal privileg

b.
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agecording to this bill,
MR, MINOR (PLYMOUTH):
T rise to a point of order.
THE SPTAKER:
State your point of order,
MR. MIVOR (PLYMOUTH): |
T think the Gentleman 1s not talking on the amendment.
THE SPEAKER: HE
Will the Gentleman from Danbury confine his remarks to the
amendment?  House Amendment Schedule "B",
MR. LEWIS (DANBURY):
- I apologize.
THE SPFAKER:
Any further remarks on the amendment Schedule " B"?
MR. GRIFFITH (EAST HARTFORD):

Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose this amendment. I think that

ok

if this law 1s passed for sixteen years old, or eighteen years olq
or anyone else in the State of Connecticut, the bill should be
defeated all together. Now what are we going to do in this:bill,
1f this bill is passed with this amendment? The young people of
our State will go to thbse‘carnivals or bazaars or whatever you
call them and watch them playing and pretty soon they are going
to wish they could play and pretty soon they are going to be sneak-
ing around lying about their age as they have done 1n many things

before and learn to break the law very easily and early in 1ife

W

and learn to lose respect for that law. I think if this bill werd
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passed it should be passed as is. I don%t think the amendment
would do the least bit of good anywhere.v I think it would do a 1ot
of harm to the Juvenlles in our state.
THE SPFAKERe

© Any further remarks on the amendment Schedule "B"? If not,

those in favor say "aye'; opposedi - ire In the opinion of the Chair

the "nays" have it. The "nays" have it. The amendment is lost,
MR, CONARD (WEST HARTFORD):-

~The Clerk has an amendment,
THE CLERK: "

House Amendment Schedule "C" offered by Mr. Conard of West
Hartfords: In section 10 line 4 after the words "by the means of"
insert the words "newspapers, radio",

MR, ‘CONARD (WEST HARTFORD): -

I move adoption of this amendment.
THE SPEAKER:

Question is on the adoption of House Amendment Schedule: “C",
MR. CONARD . (WEST HARTFORD) s

"Mr, Speaker, I want i1t plainly understood before I speak on
this amendment that I am opposed to this bill in its present form
and I am opposed to this bill even if this amendment is adopted.
However, 1f any such bill 1s to be passed by this House of Repre-|
sentatives I feel very strongly that it should be as tight a bill
as we possiblly can develop. A blll:was reported out of sub-com-
mittee of the Judiecliary and substantially tightened in Judiciary.

This one matter of advertising, I think, is quite important. As
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Representative Smith has said we discriminate between radio and
television. Is that proper? As has been pointed out personally
to me by another representative in this House the Federal Communi-
cation System wil; not permit the use of~radio'fof this purpose.
 We should, therefore, treat radio and television in the same way.
Why do we have iﬁ this amendment newépapers? The whole purpose

of this blll expressed by those representing the volunteer fire

groups, legion groups and so forth has been to enable them in thelr

towns ‘to conduct small raffles which they claim will not harm the
morals of the people in that town and will enable them to raise
money for their good purposes. Let's not open this up to a large
type raffle which would be advertised outside of thése towns in
which the raffle is being held which would cross town lines. This
is a local option bill and would allow us to have the small raffles
and bazaars. I think very strongly that if a bill of this kind is
to be passed we should 1limlt the advertising to the extent that it
would not be advertised in radlo nor in newspapers as well as in
television.

MR, GOOGLE (NEW BRITAIN):

I am opposed to this amendmént for this reason: There's a
serious question in my mind if we pass this amendment whether or
not radio or newspapers could carry news storles about some church
affairs, some church bazaar or some organization bazaar or raffle
because it might be construed as advertising and the people who
carry the news story could be prosecuted under the temms of this

gection.
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Mp. CONARD (WEST HARTFORD):

- Speaking again on the amendment, speaking againj this is not
a very valld position for the gentleman from New Britain to take $nec
that would apply against television and if that were true, the word
ttelevision'" should not be in there., |
THE SPEAKER: _

o Any;,furi?her: remarks? If not, question is on the adoption of
House Amendment "C!", Those in favor say "aye"; ovposed? In the

‘opinion of the Chair the "nays" have it. The amendment is lost, -

MR. POPE (FAIRFIELD): - :
-+ I would like to say a word in behalf of this bill. We drafted
the bill in Judiciary Committee=-

-+ Can't hear. -~ . . _

MR. POPE (FAIRFIELD) = (Continuhg) -

. Mr. Speaker, I would;;iikE;: to say a brief word in supvort of
this bill, and in :sﬁppir%iéff‘fthesﬂ‘udi:éiary Committee which drafted it.

s

We were faced with the serious problem on the one hand of allowing

private organizations to use bazaars and raffles as a method of

raising funds for worthy causes and, on the other haﬁd,;ﬁ/toakeep“:

out raketeers and other criminal elements which might be brought
1in by this type of activity. This raised the question of enforces
ment and it seems to me the great problem in this type of legisla-+

tion and in this bill is the question of enforcement., *We had, on
the one hand, the experience in New Jersey where there is a legal+

ized games of chance commission which 1s an expensive and rather

doubtful proposition. We felt that that was not the answer in this

S e
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their ablility to enforce the law; that being so, Mr. Speaker, I

state, at least at this time untll it is show the size of the

problem is such that the éxpenditure.of'moneyfandctheiothér’outlay

[&)

that are invelved in a commission of this sort are merited. How=-
ever, in leaving out the commission as a method of enforcement, we
had tried to write in as much as possible in order to make certain
that/the:thiﬁg~Qill:bé?enfércedfégaiﬁs$~theseZelements~that"we'axl
do not want participvating. The backbone of the enforcement, to
my opinion, is in the detailed avplication form and the detalled
feperts*which*are,pravided for in the bill, You who have examined
the bill can see any person or organization deslring to run a raffile
or bazaar would have to putéhimselfier.thegseiiESfanirecardfinaﬁa-
uncertain terms. As has been said previously, we have faith in the

state police and in the local law enforcement authorities and in

think that this is a bill that is a good bill and it ought to be

passed. ?I:might sayftOrmefthiSfisznofaafmarél;pr@blem.rwifknow

that there are those who differ with me on that point. It is a
problem, primarily, of ralsing money for causes that we all consider
to be worthwhile. I think most of you will realize that the largest
nﬁmbérfef?pégple»Whé:bHYéraffle tickets or participate in bazaars
do so on a€§9ntribution}b33i95brdeoubtfif there are too many who

feel that they are actually taking a chance on winning a three

. thousand or four thousand dollar car and therefore the argument that

this is a moral problem to me is out. We do have, on the other
hand, the problem of the racketeer and that is the preoblem they had
in New Jersey and I think that in the bill we have set up law en-

fgazfeelmitmis;aixeéd'hillvﬁ»I’hbpe it
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wMR. SIMKO;(BRIDGEéégf): ) | |
I would like to say, first, I conecur whdeheartedly with the
remarks of therdentleman from Fairfield and I wculd ask further;
since the proponents of 1egalized'raffles‘and bazaars have been
the subject of remarks, the proponents have been subjected to

pressure, but how different, slr? They have been subjJected to the

Y4

pressure of outstanding civic and charitable organizations. What
better pressure could a legislator have than this type of pressure
we respéct? The interest in this bill have come not only from the
organizations named in the bill, but also from the individual
citizens of our state. ,There!sadefinite,public spirit and public
support for this bill; Most of these,pebp1e,fee1 it is long
overdue. The average citizen who éupports this bill doesn't con-
slder 1t to be gambling and, more important, he sees no harm in it.
I;think:weAare,becomiﬂg over-concerned with dangers that‘do not
exlst., We'are at ‘the poinﬁ,where we are looking for trouble of
which there is no evidence today and I think the sub-committee of
the Judlclary Committee are to be commended for brin@ing out a .
bill as fine as this..
MR. O'CONNOR (WINCHESTER) s o b wt ; .
- Mr. Speaker, this bill has been well explained in detail by
the Gentleman from Colebrook. I am especlally pleased that 1t hag
a referendum feature, for in my opinion, by taking favorable aétian ,
on the bill here today all we would,be dQ1pg is giving the several
towns an opportunity to declde for themselves whether they want
bazaars or rafflex. It has been mentioned the bill also contains

— | _a medium whereby another referendum in the towns to repeal its




action subsequent to the time it has taken the original action
may be held, I believe further that if bazaars and raffles are
held the funds derived could be used for the public good, I be=-
lieve it is a good bill and I hope it passes.
MR. LEWIS (DANBURY): . |

Mr. Speaker, I number 5 here I'd like to ask every lady with
all respect-= now my wife has had Stanley parties, Fuller Brush

partles and Plastlc parties. Every one of those partles that she

had gave a door prime. Now if there's a lady here within the sound

of my voice has attended one of those partiesy didn't every one

of them have a door prize? Seme one sald to me one-armed bandits
would be made legal by the proposed Bill. That is wrong. How can
anyone in this House pass a law that would legalize one-armed

bandits? Now you can't get: these one-~armed bandits and don't be=

lieve anybody who tells you you can because you cannot get them to

run,. I urge everyone to vote for this bill. -
MR, CONARD (WEST HARTFORD): & ling

~Mr. Speaker, there are those who consilder this/éaegtion of
religious or moral issue. I personally do not, but no matter how
I personally feel it becomes such an issue by virtue of the large
segment of our~populatién who consider it as such. These persons
believe with all thelr hearts and souls that it is morally wrong
to gamble; they belleve as did our first President, George Washing
when he banned card games in the continental army because i1t was

impossible to discriminate between innocent play and criminal case

I cannot be sure that they are wrong. I can believe otherwise.

May 30, 1955
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Béliéving—etherwise, however, I must respect their basic belief

and be slow to agree to changes in our law which to these people
involve basic morality. But turn frem this moral and religious ig
 for a moment. Just what's connected with gambling? I believe the
what's wrong with gambling is not the act iself, but the state of
mind. Say I pay $5.00 for a goéd’gaﬁe‘oﬂvp@kér,ffarfinducemént.

So far so good, fThéfdifficulty‘éomeS‘Wﬁen I begin to spend that

$5.00 to get $5,000.00, when I begin to believe that th;ts:‘%isi:‘vr-igh't
i am flying in the face of theimeralé‘efithefuniverse,?étileéét?sé
far as they have been revaled to the human race. Man indivi dually
may think in a specific instance that he can get it, or is getting
something for nothing; in the long run we have found that this

is seldom, if ever, the case, We know from sad experience that

v

this is never the case; when we take men collectively, or in'othe:

words, soclety as a*whéle;:7We"ére~te‘thiS?déynpayingzﬁéffthisfsaT

sue

t

b4

e:

basicfmiSeenception~wh1eh3ﬁnder1ay—theﬁphiléséphyf@fftheinewiaealvf’-

The new deal could only subscribe to the belileve of something for
nothlng, but taught many of us that we had a right to expect it.
Were 1t nat fer ~the advent gf the seeond W@rld War we weuld have
leng since been bankrupt because of this attitude.

MR. KIRKER (NORWICH) @

Point of order. I don't think the Gentleman is citing the
facts of the bill. He is talking now about politics. We are not
interested now in a political argument; if he wants it 0.K., we
will answer it. We are interested in debating this bill and that!
what he should stick to.

S
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_Will the Gentleman from West Hartford continue his remarks oy
”the bill? i bt e
CONARD (WE“T HARTFORD)'

I will. T say to you, Mr. Speaker, and to the other members

of this General Assembly, that I am not so much concerned with tho
occurrence of 1naiviaual cases of gambling but I am with the pro-
see/actioh where in‘this State we would be placingrthe stamp of
‘ahproval on the basic 1dea that mankind can expect something for

nothing.: If these organizations which are referred to tn this:

bill cannot ebtain their support by other means. I say they are
Enot werth their salt

(Anplause)

In conclu31on, Mr Speaker, I respectfully point out that in
‘seeking this easy way to extract money from their constituency, they

may be helping te create the evil or some of the evil which they F:

: set up to eradicate.r

are

(Time: 2:00 P.M, - The transeript which follows reported by

Mrs, Marie Hill, Relief Stenographer, until otherwise noted
An thig record., ) g b Smen sl T TIno . B UEo L Ea L

~(Please turn to the next page. Nothing omitted,)




| Speaker, I feel that our primary concern here should be an honest

jontinued from the "A" transcript of Alice Miller.)  2:00 pem.
., Marsters (Litchfield): |

Mrs Speaker, I feel that the Gentlemen from Colebrook, the
an who introduces this bill and the others who are supporting

,s-are doing so for the Yale Alumni Asaeci&£ion.;»Firstly;:Mr%

effort to solve a situation which has been a knotty problem of
the State for a long times. - This blll is neither sincer nor is
it feasible. It 1s nothing but a gold=plated phoneys I think
that before considering passing such &;maasure; we should ‘hold a
state~wide referendum on it jﬁstﬁgs:otherﬁst&teSah&veadonee?;
There should be no law permitting gambling on the statute books
of our state without the weight of public opinion behind it. I
hope the bill is defeateds. .

Mr, Minor (Plymouth): - - .

. Mr. Speaker, I:gon!tgknew;just;whefeatozbegin or end on this
bill. I would like to say first, however, that I do not consider
myself any better than any other person in this Hall. Everyone
who talks on it is putting a good deal too much antagonism into
this thing. There 1s talk of pressure groups. I can tell you -
Iram‘under,pressura;onathiSuthing,;buteI have not been pressured
Bn this bill by the church or any other groups but by the faith
and;te&chingagpffmy father and mother a good many years ago.  And
it i3 my firm conviction that gambling, call it what you like ==
there -a re all sorts of definitions for it == call it raffles or

b&zaars;or.mhaﬁgler:yeuglike,ftheyﬁ&refallywl%believe;?semathihg

which 1s not good. Not only that, but we sre here as legislators
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kjaﬁd,angegislators we have the right and the duty of opposing any
| 1aw unless we believe that it is good for the State of Connecti-
geutaz The eyes of every school child is upon us.  Isg there any

| one of us who wants to go out of the Hall of this House and say
'ﬁheyhhad voted for a gambling blll whether it be for a firemen's
assoéi&tion or anything else. I can't find words strong enough
to condemn ag much as I would like to this bill, There is a
magter mind behind this, and I think that the master minds who
propose such things don't think that anyone could lay hands on
any of them because they are outside the State. A bill such as
this one comes up every two years, and will, I suppose, until
such time as one of them is passed =- 1f that's ever posgible.
But  just as soon as it is passed there will be movements on foot
and strong ones too for its repeal; and they will have plenty of
reagons for wanting its repeal. I believe that you are not do=
ing your duty-as legislators of this state if you vote for this:
bill or any like it.:

Mr, Reath (Durham):

Mr, Speaker, I don't think that what I am going to say will
change any vobe in this House, but I would like to call your ate
téntion, and the attention of the Ladles and Gentlemen in this
House to-one facts The nation and the State of Connecticut Just
celebrated Memorial Day, I would like to remind you that the
seleotion of the men who went to be killed firgt was constituted
by a refRerzmdwm raffle; the men who would give up their lives

for their countryy, -=- and many of them did -~ was constltuted by

& raffles —I-am not-a-great-orator like the Gentleman from West |
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Hartford, but we came here to do a job. I feel that everyone

| here has an opinion on this; thelr minds are all made ups. Letts
settle this thing once and for all, and pass it i1f you think it's
a good bill.

Mr, Carlson (Killingwofth):

Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to oppose this blill.  There has been a
lot said about its need by the volunteer fire departments and
others, and I feel that they have never had to resort to this:
means to support themselves; they have supported their depart-
ments by group activities, taxes, donatlons and other means.
Bvery organization which is worthwhile gets 1its support by some
means other than holding out something for nothinge I hope that
this bill is defeated,

Mr, Lewls (Danbury):

I‘have nothing but a high school education, while my friend
on the other‘side of the House is an-attorney, However, I would
like to ask him if he has ever been to-a clambake; or played a
game ofchance for money, if when he did, did he run out-and
holler "police"?

Mr, Mautte (Easﬂ Haven) :

‘ My, Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of this Housej; I heard a
remark made here a few minutes ago from a Gentleman on my left
who stated that if an organization can't exist without such a
bill that it is not worth its salt. I wonder if the Gentleman

belongs to any service group, or would even like me to mention

services,




Mav | 31, 1955,

Mr, Griffith (East Hartford):

~ Mr, Speaker, I would just like to correct the Gentleman. The
goentleman who made that remark was on that side of the House,

Mr. Mautte (East Haven):

- I appreciate your support of the boys, stick to 1t,

There are mény service organilzations which have been using
the method of raising money through the raffle system. I think
that we ought to legalize it so some of my friends don't get in
trouble. But I also have friends in this House who have been
led to believe that if this raffle bill is passed there will be
a crap geme on every corner., I know that that is not so. That
is not the intent of the bill, and not the way it was written at
all., The bill is well-written. It starts off by stating that
permlits will be issued by the local Chief of Police or the Select=-
men of the town, and if you can't put your faith in them, we cer-
tainly have the wrong people in offices, Secondly, it states that
it must be cleared through the state police commissioner, and
that there shall be a certain fee paid, and that it can only be
brought into a town by a referendum with five percent of the
people voting on it. There can be no money involved in these
raffles, =~ only merchandise being passed out. It also says that
only members of the organizations involved can work at these
bazaars and raffles, and an organization must be organized for
over three years in order to qualify. I think it's a good bill
and that it will do a great many worthwhlle things for many char-

itable orgenizations, I think this is a good bill, and I hope

i1t passes.

Time 2:15 Continued with transcript of Alice Miller,
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YESUKIEWICZ (ENFIELD)

Mr’ Speaker,/as a member of the Judiciary Committee for several

fl think the present sub cemmittee of the Judiciary worked ‘harder
and more dilligently to attempt to get out a bill that would be

atisractory to the people as a whole. I den't know that sub-
o Ettee but after they got through with their work—- and believe

me it took hours, the items were gone over item by item before the

tetmake it the best nessible biil-- the Judicary Committee thought
that this issue should be brought out on the floor where ‘the neople

would be given an opportunity to express their views and vote on
it. Now over the years T have had my own thoughts ‘on this type
5?’51115 T have never played cards for money ‘and don't knoW'how.
I never expect something for mething out of a nroject of ﬂis type
and as a matter of fact, when T did buy a ticket or so it was a

donation, as far as T was concerned o various organizations. o
There were times when I as an official of various erganizations,
was nlaced in an embarrassing spot where the greup as a whole

voted to have a raffle of one type or enother ‘and I, as their heafl

officer, felt “the responsibility was mine and I think that happen

w

to a lot of people but thank goedness as often as T have bought
tickets, T have nevenfone‘and ‘therefore never‘got‘my:namé"in*thef -
papers;and'subjectea to all kiﬁds*érgééi%ieiémé.;ihévffﬁé%eféfﬁo

need to hide some of the personalities involved in this thing., T|

entire Judiciary committee checklng and rechecking the bill in orier
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recall oné great man, a great Judge, who has onposed this type of
bill for years before the committees of this Legislaturé'and
- others, a retired Chief Justice, a leading exponent of the law,
“an-authority in the State, who received quite a bit of publicity
both in Connecticut and New York papers because of a little
incident that occurred and as I say, I am fortunate in that I
never won and it 1s the misfortune of thils great judge when he
did win and it made news in many states throughout the country.
‘This chief justlice has won a new Ford ranch wagon in a drawing
conducted by the Yale Club of Hartford, a drawing which was held
in connecticut with the club's annual spring outing. The outing
‘1s sponsored by the Club Scholarship Fund and like the arguments
say, apparently it's for a good vurpose in this case, a scholar-
sship fund to send several Hartford area boys to Yale every‘yéar
and I can see why a Harvard man would oppose such a bill, The
fickets sold for $5.00. The outing originally drew only 40 or 50
people. Now it draws 400 and 500 people-- I understand all Yale
Alumni for the most part and believe me there's some pretty good men
among them, too. So I would assume that it wasn't only one Judge whoi
participated 1n this narticular projecf.\ The others are not known
because they havefnotﬂwbn,'but T am sure there must be judges and
chiefs and mayors and maybe Governors and all kinds of people that
you can think of who have particpated in this particular raffle.|
Now 1it's pretty hard to sell the people of the State of Connecticut
that gambling 1is wrong when the chief authority on the law par-
ticipates in it and the illustribusnalumni‘of Yale and the benefifts
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erived By studénts~whe will be sent to Yale who, in all
probability would not be:able;teséfferd that education. In my owr
xperience, I have been approached by parent-teachers associatioﬁs
have been approached by veterans' groups; I have been approached

:bygfiremenﬁs groups; I have been approached by other groups and

he law when they come to me and I resent being placed in that

position but I have to live with my brothers and if they have a
i ticket to be sold and the law is not being enforced I am forced tc¢
buy and I am being forced by public opinion in my own town, if b}

Now 1t is about time that we recognized that all of this is going
around so throughout the entire State it 1s going to be hard teo

lawmakers or law enforcers do it and think it is right., - =
© (applause)
MR. WALKER (EASTFORD): ~ =

Mr, Speaker, I rise to oppose this bill. A great deal has
been said about the fact that a gambling or raffle bill ecan be

to be a good law written that a good lawyer can't find a loophole
or a way to circumvent it. . The proponents of this bill feel in
all sincerity and only because there“s?alneeé/for?1t;’theyfféel'th
necessity of permitting and passing sﬁqh‘1egi31atiph‘éndxthéy are
renderiﬁgia'great service to our churches, fraternal organizations

charitable oféaﬁiiatiénsgéﬁa’VéIunteefforé'cémp§n19513€Thi5§fIw~

any many people., In ali;these_insténces:unéerstanégl am breaking

~ no other process, to participate in the breaking of the law, too.|

convince anybody in this State that it 1s wrong when our chief - |

written g0 as to be fool-proof. 'I venture to say there has yet |-

e
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bélieve,is not so for in my opinion it's a great dis-service to
I these organizations as well as to the _State of Connecticut if thid
gilltisvallowed to pass because it will set in moetion the wheels
of vrogressive gambling. We will be allowed to go to a church
bazaar where everyone is encouraged to lay their coins on the
line for a good cause. Anything sponsored by a church is considened
respectable therefore it must be all right for the youngsters.
Then what happens? The youngsters get older-- they have grown to
’ accept gambling as vart of their social life. Many of them no
doubt will come to this legislature; they will be conditioned to
this way of life. There ﬁill be laws passed permitting slot machines
race tracks and many other types of gambling when this happens.
And it will happen! You will really see big time operators take dver.
During the past several years I have had oecesion to travel through-
out the State of Maryland considerably and in sonoing‘have‘éome
in contact with m;ny of the mercantile aspablishments of that Stafe.
~Several years ago they had a gambling law permlitting race tracks,
glot machines,and many other gambling devices. At first the many
people that first patronized the slot machines were hlgly respect-
able and had means to carry on such a business. Now it had dwindled
down to those who are seeking something fop,nothing-~ something to
augment theifnfamily budget. Is this the type of legislation that
ve want here in Connecticut? I don't think so. It is said that
our ch&%cheé‘wantitokrun,raffles. I don't believe this i1s for any
church organization desiring money for capital outlay or current
expensés—- they know how and when to get all of the money they need.

As far as the volunteer firemen are concerned, they can get the
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money they,need.‘ These companles are for the beneflt of all the
people in any town and no town In this day and age will allow

a fire company to close its doors for lack of necessary funds to
purchase necessary equipment and cut down the cost of insurance on
all pronerty. Our law enforcement agencies are not in favor of
this kind of 1egislation. We all know that one deoﬁr greatest
‘iaw enforcement officers was very définitekin his’pOsition as
‘;epposing legalized gambling. If this bill is written into our
Tstatutes you will see our welfare costs rise. Mr. Spéaker I hope
this bill is defeated. | |

MR. CONARD (WEST HARTFORD):

o Mr. k’peaker, I would 1like the prlvilege of answering the
gentleman, | o B |

THE SPEAKER:

The Gentleman from West Hartford, oThé Gentleman3frem WSst
‘Hartford on the other side. B o
MR. GIDEON (WEST HARTFORD):

Mr. Speaker and Ladies and CGentlemen of thiéyﬁéuse; as I
understand it, this is not a Democratic or a Republican bills
neither has it a religious atmosphere about 1t, at all. T want to
tell you from my experience what I thirk about gambling and I donlt
say that I often gamble—- I have played cards occasionally for a

W

very small stake and I am not "holier than thou" in any way, shape
or form. I have also bought raffle tickets but the trouble is that
1ega1ized gambling you never can enforce or you can't enforce the

laws of gambling as they are now. I have prosecutéd gambling éasas-~
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I have defended them. If you want to see gambling go to Miami
_and Rhode Island or Massachusetts-- the whole thing is bad and we
should vote it downs ol ~
‘ (Applause)
MINOR (PLYMOUTH) -
| I realize that it/ié’pfesumotuous’to speakttwice ou this
kéubject when there are so many here who wish to speak today. We
have heard so much here about this money going for good causes tha
I oan't help but they why not license prostitution? Why not 1egal
ize 1t? It'° going on all about us. Icion't see vory much dif-
ference. 'k | |
MRS PITT (WOODSTOCK)

Mr, Soeaker T oppose this bill with my whole heart It sound
like a tight bill and it sounds 1ike a good bill and I know and YO
5 know Mr. Speaker if this bill goes through it will cause great exX-
citement across the border in the neighboring states where there a)
strong gambling interests. This wholo sitation has been 11kened b
someone to an eel. T woulo call it the flrst hole in the dike
no bigger than a finger, perhaps, but it will take much less efforn
to prevent that hole from getting bigger than to try to block up
a thole as big as a barn door. Gambling is 11ke a drug and house-
wives gambling which this oartlcular b111 encourages and fosters
is a very dangerous thing. I oppose it. '
MR. HOLT (NFWINGTON)

Mr. Doeaker, I have been temuted to offer an amendment to thi
- bill but on further consideration have decided not to dignify the

bill to that extent The amendment I would have offered would hav

u

re

y

e
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removed the religious organizations which are so much opvosed to
this bills 1t would have removed them from the bill. However, I
feel the blll should not be amended but should be defeated. I
think it would be unénforceable and dlscrliminatory and to say the
lease,; would be very expensive to enforce. I hope the bill will
be defeated, | |

MR. WILLIAMS (GLASTONBURY):

T have a question on this bill, It is not the moral issue,
but the amount of money needed, whether it is to be enforced and
during these past weekends and previous to that when the first bi]
came. out I talked with our lecal police chief who is a man that
has given his entire life to ﬁolice work before he came to Glastoy
bury to reorganize and head our department was a member of the
F.B.,I., He has done a good job with us in our department which
needed a good overhauling and before that T believe he did excells
work with the FBI. He tells me that a bill ofkthis kind would
gréatly add to his problems, that he has talked to other men in
similar positions as his, that is, heads of police departments in
comparable towns and that they are opposed to this bill on the
‘grounds that 1t is not enforceable and would add greatly to polics
work and police expensé‘if it is passed. For that reascon I have
changed my mind on the bill and will vote against it.

MR. CONARD (WEST HARTFORD):

Mr, Speaker, pardon my presumgiious in answering when you fir
spoke to the Gentleman from west Hartford. The Gentleman on my

left raised a question as to the service clubs tying them up with

(52
=
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'Ev""‘*/i[ffBeliev_’e’ service clubs should be for service and
‘teaching people that they can get something for nothing.
N (GROTON): pee wlfhie Sl
peaker, T would just like to say the first section of
Connecticut Constitution which says "we declare that all men
“form a soclal compact, are equal in rights; and that

, or set of men are entitled to exclusive public emoluments

privileges from the community." Now, Mr. Speaker, it is safe

that have left mothers and children behind. The neighbors
‘banned together and have raffled off a turkey or have raffle

something they made in order to make money to help the widow

no set of men

usive public emoluments or privileges. Mr. Speaker, this bill
5 is so bad, it is so bad that they cannot even advertise 1t on

| television. This bill 1s so bad that if a radio station accents
‘ é an advertisement it will be subject to losing its license and
| banished from the air. This 1s a bad bill., We are inconsistent
with the federal statutes. Mr. Speaker, this 1s a careful decisi
that we have to make here this day., This bill in iy opinilon and
in the opinlon of Superior Court Judge House violates the basic

law of this State and T hope 1t is defeated. = =

ranteed in the law of this state that/men are entitled to ex~

emarks about their not being worth their salt, My only point|on t!

a
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% that's what we are concerned with today-- it's the law of man. -
%‘gwﬁ weeks ago 1t was %he law of God, and there's no theologian in
 this State or any other state that can go on record and say that
 the law of God in any way, shape or form was ever opposed to gambl

 God Himself and His people and so, too, Christ, in no way ever saj

~ temple, true, but why? Because 1t was a house of God and not a
| house of man. We in this State and we in this nation know that
%'every-day‘gambling is going on. It goes on in the stock markets

~in New York and Chicago., It goes on in business daily and no one

~ these men are doing is right for the people that they are selling

C/\ . | o pR2ASS
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. KIRKER (NORWICH):

- Mr. Speaker, we have heard a lot today about gambling and

hat it is going to do. :Let,me,say to each and every member of

his House, that every two years the people of this State gamble |

and morals. Let me say to YQu, Sir and every member of this House

here's quite a difference between morals and morale., There's

quite a difference between the law of God and the law of man, and

anything about gambling. He threw the money changers out of the

raigses thelr finger against 1t because 1t 1s presumed that what

i to, but;everyone is afrald because the gambling law is terrible, |

as we hear it and should be extinguished. Let me say to the members

of this House there's nothing wrong in gambling if the people who

1374
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